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Editor's Introduction

As we remember in the following pages two exceptional historians
of colonial New Mexico and New Spain-Eleanor B. Adams and
France V. Scholes, both deceased-I.and members of the NMHR staff,
present and recently past, take pleasure in dedicating this July 2000
issue. to a third, who has been and remains our colleague and friendRobert Himmerich y Valencia, editor of the Review from 1992 to 1998.
Adams and Scholes would have been greatly interested in
Himmerich y Valencia's award-winning book, The Encomenderos of
New Spain, 1521-1555 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1991), since
all three of them had met up with these contentious relatives, friends,
and enemies of Heman Cortes. Yet, unlike either Adams or Scholes,
Bob Himmerich y Valencia had come to history in mid-life, unpredictably,
after a daring, twenty-year career as an· aviator in the United States
Marine Corps.
Born in Ipswich, South Dakota, on 13 December 1932, and raised
all over the American West, Bob Himmerich joined the Marine Corps
Reserve as a seventeen-year-old private in 1950. He fought in Korea,
graduated from the Special Officer Candidate Course as a second lieutenant, and married Eva Valencia in California in 1953. Completing
pilot training, he returned to Korea, flew combat patrols, and stayed on
after the armistice.
With a regular OCS commission, Himmerich y Valencia served
stateside and abroad as a communications officer, transport and fighter
pilot, unofficial aircraft maintenance specialist, and. Tactical Air
Control instructor. He fought again in Vietnam and was wounded.
Throughout his service, Himmerich y Valencia took courses, in person
or by correspondence, so many that in 1968 the Marine Corps sent him
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to California State UniversityFullerton to complete a bachelor's degree, which to his surprise ended up in history with an
emphasis on Latin America.
Assigned once more to Vietnam,
he flew combat missions, but this
time was badly wounded on the
ground. Finally in 1973, Major
Robert Himmerich y Valencia
retired from the Marines.
An M.A. in history from
Cal State Fullerton followed
(1975); then, with numerous
adventures along the way, the
Ph.D. from UCLA in 1984. The
following year, Bob Himmerich
y Valencia came to UNM.
Teaming with Professors Paul
A. Hutton and Linda B. Hall, he
"Saddle Up!!" Lt. Robert Himrnerich
taught
a Vietnam-era course that
during the Korean War. Photo courtesy
proved
as popular and sobering
of Eva Himmerich de Valencia.
as anything ever offered by the
Department of History. At the same time, the approachable Professor
Himmerich y Valencia became a favorite with graduate students in history and Latin American studies, mentoring, counseling, preparing
them for their comprehensive exams in colonial and modem Latin
America, and serving on their M.A. and Ph.D. committees. Many admit
today that without Bob Himmerich y Valencia's encouragement, they
would never have completed their programs.
In 1992, at the department's invitation, Robert Himmerich y Valencia
became the ninth editor ofthe New Mexico Historical Review. Not only
did he erase the Review's large financial debt and craft its cost-effective,
in-house production, but he also enabled graduate student assistants to
learn every step along the way, transforming the NMHR into one of the
few professional teaching journals in the country. In recognition and as
a token of our continuing esteem, we dedicate this mostly colonial issue
to the cordial, soft-spoken, and versatile Bob Himmerich y Valencia.
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In addition to biographical essays on Eleanor B. Adams by me and
on France V. Scholes by Richard E. Greenleaf, there are articles touching
all three colonial centuries. Chronicling Governor Juan Manso's varied enterprises during the 1650s and 1660s, Rick Hendricks and Gerald J. Mandell
suggest not only the value of the Archivo de Hidalgo del Parral for the
study of New Mexico, but also the financial ties that bound this remote
colony to Spain's world empire. Ross Frank, noting the proliferation
and relative prosperity of New Mexico's colonists in the late eighteenth
and early nineteenth centuries, explains how Franciscan missionaries
encouraged and handed over to them the devotional art of saint-making. Next, John O. Baxter warns that no dictionary definition of the
surco as a measure of running water serves as well as a muddy pair of
boots and shovel. And finally, the late Eleanor B. Adams relates in a
brief, previously unpublished paper .how one badly damaged artifact
survived the uprising of 1696 while two of its owners did not.
At the end of my interim, year-long tenure as editor, I want to thank
heartily every member of the Review's good-humored and hard-working staff and to express my confidence in the future,
Durwood Ball's editorship will only enhance the journal's honored
seventy-five-year history.
John L. Kessell
for the NMHR staff
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Eleanor B. Adams and her family,
1925: her father, Charles
W. Adams, M.D.; mother, Faustina; brother, Charlie; and sister,
Virginia. Courtesy of Sally M. Fesler.
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Eleanor BurnharilAciams: Woman ofLetters, 1910-1996
JOHN L. KESSELL

Her younger brother Charlie, a student at Harvard University in the late
1940s, recalls an occasion in Cambridge when Eleanor was home from
New Mexico. He asked her to look over a term paper he was writing.
"Dead," she pronounced. "No life. Write it over. I only have time to
read it once more. Bring it to me in the morning." He spent the rest of
the day and all night rewriting. The revision she judged only a little better, but her sisterly chiding earned him a decent grade. l
Editor of the New Mexico Historical Review from 1964 to 1975 and
historian of colonial Spanish America, Eleanor B. Adams ranked
among the few women scholars of her day to achieve international
acceptance in the historical profession. To introduce the appended list .
of her publications and to honor her memory, I offer this brief biographical sketch of a distinguished woman of letters. .
Born in Cambridge, Massachusetts, on 14 May 1910 to Faustina
Burnham and Charles Waldron Adams, M.D., Eleanor was the first of
three children, two girls and a boy. As they grew up, the family maintained close contact with the Burnhams of Grand Manan Island, New
.Brunswick, and the Adamses of Provincetown at the tip of Cape Cod.
A good many of their ancestors had been Loyalists during the American
Revolution. As she would point out with undisguised irony, they were
among the otherAdamses.
Living at home at 27· Garfield Street, Eleanor attended Cambridge
Latin School and Radcliffe College, studying Romance languages and literature and graduating cum laude in 1931. She then booked passage to
Spain with a group of students from Smith College. During her year
Professor emeritus of History at the University of New Mexico, John L. Kessell
has served as interim editor of the New Mexico Historical Review from August 1999 to
July 2000.
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abroad, she studied at the University of Madrid and Centro de Estudios
Hist6ricos. Young and idealistic in republican Spain, she never forgave the
reactionary forces that subsequently overthrew that noble experiment.2
At home again in Cambridge by the fall of 1932 during the worst
of the depression, Adams went to work temporarily as an enumerator
for the U.S. Bureau of the Census. Graduate SChObl was financially out
of the question, so she found something that suited her equally well. In
the autumn of 1934, venturing "past the shrunken heads on the fifth
floor ... to the end of a crooked office corridor" in Harvard's Peabody
Museum, she secured a secretarial position with the esteemed PostColumbian Section, Division of Historical Research, Carnegie Institution of .
Washington. She could walk to work. She resumed ,her study of ballet
and modern dance, appeared in performances, and rowed·ashell on the
Charles River. 3
At No. 10 Frisbie Place on the Harvard campus, which she and
some ofher fellow workers jokingly termed Frisky Place, twenty-fouryear-old Eleanor entered the heady interdisciplinary world of historians, anthropologists, archaeologists, and linguists all concentrating
their studies on Spanish colonial Yucatan. Historian France Vinton
Scholes, who had already begun publishing in the New Mexico
Historical Review his fundamental documentary histories of seventeenth-century New Mexico,· became her mentor. Their collaboration
lasted a lifetime.
Adams was a quick study. Scholes taught her Spanish history, paleography, the origin and nature of historical documents, and how to find
them in the archives. So astute was she at paleography that he came to
trust her reading of difficult passages over his own. Soon, he admitted
proudly that her position was "rather more that of an investigator than
a secretary."4
It was in the former capacity that the Carnegie Institution sent
Adams to Mexico in 1938. Arriving by ship at Vera Cruz, she traveled
by Pullman to Mexico City and checked into the Hotel Geneve, her
home for the next seven months, from July 1938 until February 1939.
During that time, the young American woman from Massachusetts
worked assiduously in the Archivo General de 1a Naci6n, transcribing
or ordering microfilm of documents on lists supplied by Scholes.
During March and April, she visited the Mayan ruins of Chichen Itzei,
in Yucatan, happily observing the Carnegie Institution's archaeological
expedition in the field. By mid-May, she was back at Frisbie Place. s

306

KESSELL

JULY 2000

Eleanor Adams never married. She came closest in "1939. Her beau,
a dentist, was a member of a prominent Mexican family. And although
his mother opposed his engagement to a North American woman,
Alfredo a'nd Eleanor planned to be married. She wrote in May to
Scholes, who was then in Mexico City, that she hoped by special
arrangement to remain in Cambridge even though the Post-Columbian
Section was scheduled to remove to Carnegie headquarters in
Washington, D.C., when Scholes returned.
As I have already told you, I hope it will be possible for me to
go on with as much of my work as possible after I am married,
not only because I shall need the extra money but because, as
you know, I find my work very interesting (on the whole!) and
it would be a wrench to give it up entirely.6
Scholes foresaw difficulties. "Your work and mine," he explained,
"will be so closely interrelated that we should be in the same placefor day-to-day discussions, allocation of work, etc." He did not want to
rush her. Whenever she and Alfredo decided on their plans, Scholes and
archaeologist Alfred Vincent Kidder, chairman of the Division of
Historical Research, would "give the question the fullest and most
earnest consideration deserved by your abilities, your interest in the
work, and your services to the historical program and your wholehearted and able collaboration in that program."
He closed by passing on favorable comments about their two-volume, co-edited Don, Diego Quijada, Alcalde Mayor de Yucatcm, recently
published in Spanish in Mexico City by Jose POrrUa Turanzas and Sons.
Silvio Zavala, dean of Mexican historians, liked it, while his colleague
Vito Alessio Robles said he could see the English under the Americans'
translation of the introduction. "But if that is the worst he can say,"
allowed Scholes, "then I'm very happy."
The POrrUas had presented him with certain other volumes he had
inquired about. The gift, he told Adams, "should have been to you!" So
cordial were relations with the publishers that Scholes was negotiating
for a documentary series of one or two small volumes each year. "Don't
die of heart failure," he teased Adams, "you'll not have to carry the
proof reading! ! !"7
'
For whatever reasons, Alfredo and Eleanor parted company. In
1940, she moved to Washington, rented an apartment, and threw herself
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single-mindedly into her career as scholar. Her friend Margaret A. L.
Harrison also remembers Eleanor tea dancing at the Mayflower Hotel.
She was not a good social dancer; she disliked having to follow.

*

*

*

France Scholes, meantime, had received an invitation from University
of New Mexico President James F. Zimmerman to return to UNM,
where he had taught and headed the Department of History during the
1920s. He accepted, at first part time, beginning in the summer of 1941.
Although he had long since fulfilled course requirements for the Ph.D.
at Harvard, he had never bothered to submit a dissertation. This he did
finally in 1943, combining previously published studies as "Church and
State in New Mexico in the Seventeenth Century."8
At Scholes's behest, the Carnegie Institution provided that Eleanor
Adams join him on detached duty at UNM. She made the move to
Albuquerque in 1941, arriving several months before the Japanese
bombed Pearl Harbor. Soon after, she joined a group of women who
had volunteered to knit scarves for the armed services. Staying at first
in apartments, then with her friend Eupha Morris, whose lawyer-husband Harry was overseas during the war, Eleanor lived successively in
the homes of two absent UNM faculty members. 9
Adams had never been to New Mexico before. Almost every weekend when gasoline was available, Scholes would take wife Lillith,
daughter Marianne, and Eleanor on excursions by car around the state.
Even as he served as dean of the Graduate School, then as academic
vice-president at UNM, Scholes and Adams kept producing works on
colonial Yucatan, New Spain,' and New Mexico, publishing some
together and others separately.
In 1949, when a new director of the Carnegie Institution terminated the Division of Historical Research, Scholes arranged a position for
Adams as curator of the rapidly growing microfilm collection of
Hispanic manuscripts at the University of California's prestigious
Bancroft Library in Berkeley, of which their long-time friend and colleague, George P. Hammond, was director. While in California in 1950
and 1951, she explored the Monterey Peninsula, taking the weekend
train to Pacific Grove, which brought back memories of her family's
summer place at Brant Rock in Marshfield south of Boston.
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At Berkeley, Adams inventoried and organized the Spanish and
Mexican microfilm while continuing her own research, though she
despised the bureaucracy of the DC main library that made requisitioning even pencils an ordeal. Later in 1951, after training Vivian C. Fisher
as a successor, she returned to UNM with the title of Research
Associate in History. It was then that Eleanor purchased the comfortable, flat-roofed Southwestern bungalow at 413 Bryn Mawr; S.E., that
remained her home for the rest of her life. She especially enjoyed boiling lobster and entertaining friends and colleagues on her patio, which
was overhung with trumpet vine.
She and Scholes at once resumed work on the documentary volumes for" the Porr6as, their friends and publishers in Mexico City.
Seven appeared between 1955 and 1961, prime sources for the institutional and social history of sixteenth-century New Spain. In response to
praise for their partnership, Scholes often remarked graciously that "the
lady had done most of the work."
Professor Scholes's occasional forgetfulness had resulted in an
awkward coincidence that turned out famously. In the cache of
Franciscan documents for the history of New Mexico he had discovered in Mexico City in 1928, he had noted particularly the long and
telling report compiled in 1776 by fray Francisco Atanasio Dominguez.
.No document revealed more about the eighteenth-century colony. 10 Not
remembering he had suggested to Adams that she transcribe and translate it, Scholes proposed the same task to Franciscan historian Fray
Angelico Chavez. Each labored long hours and months without knowl.
edge of the other's efforts.
Soon after Adams returned from the Bancroft, however, they discovered their momentous duplication. Fray Angelico volunteered gallantly to turn everything over to her. She refused, they became fast
friends, and together they created a doubly valuable work, The Missions
of New. Mexico, 1776: A Description by Fray Francisco Atanasio
Dominguez with Other Contemporary Documents, published first in
1956 and again in ·1976. Their dedication read simply "France Vinton
Scholes. His Book."ll
In the summer of 1957, Adams planned another of her frequent
research trips to Mexico City, this time inviting her teenage niece Sally
Maddux to accompany her. They rented rooms in the" home of a
Mexican general and his family. Sally had the time of her life, recalling
forty years later that her aunt:
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Eleanor B. Adams, France V Scholes, and Fray Angelico Chavez, 1956,
at the publication of TheMissions afNew Mexico, 1776. Courtesy of the
late Roland F. Dickey.

traveled with style and flair, interested in everything, taking
advantage of opportunities to see and learn and show her
favorite places, making the effort to meet and know people and
maintain relationships over the years. She had many interesting
friends. 12
Eleanor Adams's eleven-year editorship of the New Mexico
Historical Review began with the July issue in 1964, when she took
over from ailing long-time editor and New Mexico historian Frank
Driver Reeve; it ended with the July 1975 issue, after which she retired
from UNM. Working with her close friend Roland F. Dickey, master
book designer and director of UNM Press, she gave the Review a quiet
and elegant "new look" in January 1965. In addition to her keen intuition, exacting standards, and broad array of scholarly talents, she
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brought to the craft of editing a clarity and discernment soon reflected
in the journal's pages. 13
I first met Adams in 1965 when I stopped by the NMHR office with
an article for her consideration. 14 During the next three years as I pursued a Ph.D. in history at UNM, I often came to her with questions.
Then, between 1970 and 1972, I enjoyed the privilege of working
closely with her as assistant editor of the Review. At the same time, she
directed my search for primary sources relating to Pecos Pueblo for a
study I was preparing on contract with the National Park Service. IS We
collaborated on several other projects, and over the years, I began to
think of myself almost as a surrogate son.
Numerous authors, colleagues, and students sought her counsel and
friendship. With patience and good humor, she taught us to scrutinize
historical documentation, to appreciate the editor's role, and to write
and think more clearly. She coaxed France Scholes, who had formally
retired in 1962, to submit the last of his dozens of seminal contributions
to the colonial history of New Mexico, the two-part "Royal Treasury
Records Relating to the Province of New Mexico, 1596-1683."16
Midway through her tenure as editor of the Review, Eleanor Adams
found herself in a fight and refused to back down. Her nontraditional
career path made her vulnerable professionally. Adams had been hired
under special conditions, had no advanced degree, and carried no classroom teaching load. With Scholes no longer on campus, several faculty members of the Department of History tried to have her removed.
Others in the department rallied staunchly to her defense, pointing out
that her reputation as a scholar and her list of publications far exceeded those of her detractors. She not only was retained but promoted to
Research Professor-at-Large. 17
Honors continued to come her way. None meant more than the
degree of Doctor of Humane Letters conferred by Tulane University in
.1984. The citation from Tulane's president, Eamon M. Kelly, to
"Eleanor Burnham Adams, Researcher, Author, Scholar," read in part:
Your meticulous research and lucid writing have shed light on
the complexities of Colonial Mexican and Southwest American
History, and your numerous published works have played a
central role in the development of an entire academic specialty.
. . . Indeed, we owe you a debt of gratitude for the rich legacy
you have provided American scholarship.... We seek, too, to
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recognize and commend the humane values that inform your
work; you demonstrate that the true scholar is committed
equally to increasing our storehouse of knowledge and to transmitting that knowledge so that others may develop their own
insights from it. ls

*

*

*

Adams was increasingly affected over the years by osteoarthritis,
requiring her use of first one "stick," as she called it, then two,. and
finally hip replacements. Nevertheless, for several years after retiring,
she gamely continued to travel to Mexico and to visit family in
Massachusetts and Maine. At home, she read The New Yorker and mystery novels, delighted in figure skating, golf, and tennis on television,
and spoiled her rega' Maine coon cats.
By the early 1990s, as her condition worsened, she became subject
to falls. I remember a telephone call one Christmas Eve several hours
before dawn. Eleanor had fallen but managed to pull the phone down
beside her. When I arrived, I found her kneeling by her bed, unable to
get up. Solemnly but softly, I intoned, "Bless you, my child. Do rise;
your sins have been forgiven." Once she was propped back up in bed,
she chuckled.
Eventually unable to remain at home, Adams entered a nursing
home in 1994 and, after an especially bad fall, a rehabilitation hospital.
In the summer of 1995, she left Albuquerque for good, when relatives
came and escorted her by train back to Massachusetts. On the morning
of 15 January 1996, Eleanor Burnham Adams died peacefully in the
town of Norwell. She is buried in the family plot at the lush, rolling
Mount Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge, the first garden cemetery in
.
North America. 19
In her research and writing about colonial New Mexico, Eleanor
Adams concentrated on the eighteenth century, just as France Scholes
had on the seventeenth. "I am convinced," she wrote in 1963,
that post-Reconquest history is fully as interesting and significant as that of the pre-Revolt period. I feel that my work should
result in an important contribution to historical scholarship, and
that the better understanding of New Mexico's past should
have some bearing on the understanding of her present.2 0
None of us has said it better.
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Eleanor B. Adams in 1984, when Tulane University conferred
upon her the degree of Doctor of Humane Letters.
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NOTES
1. Charles W. Adams to John L. Kessell, Hanover, Mass., 16 August 1999,
Eleanor B. Adams Papers (EBAP), Center for Southwest Research,
Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque.
2. A University of New Mexico "Biographical Record," completed by
Adams on 31 July 1962, listed "Univ. of Liverpool Summer School, 1931,"
presumably en route to Spain. EBAP.
3. Sally M. Fesler, "Thoughts on the Life of Eleanor Adams [1910-1996],"
prepared for a memorial at the Mount Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge, Mass., 14
May 1996, EBAP. Eleanor B. Adams, "The Historical Society of New Mexico
Honors France Vinton Scholes/' The Americas 27 (January 1971), 228-32
(quotation, 228). See also Richard E. Greenleaf, "EleanorBurnham Adams:
Historian and Editor," New Mexico Historical Review 60 (January 1985),4-9.
4. France V. Scholes to Eleanor B. Adams, Mexico City, 24 May 1939, and
Adams to Scholes, Cambridge, Mass., 2 August 1939, EBAP.
5. Monthly Financial Statements, Division of Historical Research,
Carnegie Institution of Washington, covering 1 May 1938-10 May 1939,
EBAP. In brief periodical reports, Scholes chronicled the historical component
of Carnegie's Yucatan project in the Annual Report of Carnegie Institution of
Washington: Yearbook, vols. 30-48 (1930-1949). Historian Lewis Hanke would
write in 1973: "The most sustained and important cooperative research project
carried on by a United States institution in Latin America during the twentieth
century was probably the Yucatan program of the Carnegie Institution of
Washington." Quoted by Greenleaf, "Eleanor Burnham Adams," 6-7.
6. Adams to Scholes, Cambridge, 17 May 1939, EBAP.
7. Scholes to Adams, 24 May 1939.
8. Adams, "The Historical Society of New Mexico," 230.
9. Adams appeared between 1942 and 1946 in Hudspeth's Albuquerque
City Directory (El Paso; Tex.: Hudspeth's Directory Co., 1942-1945/46), but
was not listed in Albuquerque city and telephone directories from October 1948
until 1952. During part of this time, she returned to Cambridge to be with her
ailing mother, who died in 1949. Subsequently, she took the job at Berkeley.
10. France V. Scholes, "Manuscripts for the History of New Mexico in the
National Library in Mexico City," New Mexico Historical Review 3 (July 1928),
301-23.
11. Eleanor B. Adams and Fray Angelico Chavez, eds., The Missions of
New Mexico, 1776: A Description by Fray Francisco Atanasio Dominguez
with Other Contemporary Documents (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1956, 1976).
12. Fesler, "Thoughts on the Life."
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13. Although her name did not appear formally on the masthead until she
assumed the editorship in 1964, at least as early as mid-1962, she listed herself
as associate editor. "Biographical Record," 31 July 1962.
14. John L. Kessell, "The Puzzling Presidio: San Phelipe de Guevavi,
Alias Terrenate," New Mexico Historical Review 41 (January 1967); 21-46.
15. John L. Kessell, Kiva, Cross, and Crown: The Pecos Indians and New
Mexico, 1540-1840 (Washington, D.C.: National Park Service, 1979)~
16. France V. Scholes, "Royal Treasury Records Relating to the Province
of New Mexico, 1596-1683," New Mexico Historical Review 50 (January and
April 1975), 5-23, 139-64.
17. Her academic titles at UNM were: Research Associate in History
(1951-66), Research Associate Professor (1967-74), and Research Professorat-Large (1974-75).
18. Quoted by Greenleaf, "Eleanor Burnham Adams,:' 5-6. Among her
other honors were: corresponding membership in the Academy Of American
Franciscan History (1951), alumna membership in the Radcliffe chapter of Phi
Beta Kappa (1956), Award of Merit from the American Association for State
and Local History (1973), the Governor's Award of Honor for Historic
Preservation (1984), and the Historical Society of New Mexico Board of
Directors' Award for a lifetime of distinguished achievement (1990).
19. "Preserving the Records of Mount Auburn Cemetery," Annotation:
The Newsletter of the National Historical Publications and Records
Commission 27:2 (June 1999), 1, 19.
20. Eleanor B. Adams to Harold Enarson, Albuquerque, 11 April 1963, EBAP.

315

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 75:3

The Published Works of Eleanor Burnham Adams
As

SOLE AUTHOR:

"Two Colonial New Mexico Libraries, 1704, 1776." New Mexico
Historical Review 19 (April 1944), 135-67.
"Note on the Life of Francisco de Cardenas Valencia." The Americas 2
(July 1945),21-29.
"The Chapel and Cofradia of Our Lady of Light in Santa Fe." New
Mexico Historical Review 22 (October 1947), 327-41.
"A Bio-Bibliography of Franciscan Authors in Colonial Central
America." The Americas 8 (April 1952), 431-73; 9 (July 1952),37-86.
Reprinted as A Bio-Bibliography of Franciscan Authors in
Colonial Central America. Bibliographical Series, 2. Washington,
D.C.: Academy of American Franciscan History, 1953.
"An English Library at Trinidad, 1633." The Americas 12 (July 1955), 25-41.
"Viva el Rey!" New Mexico Historical Review 35 (October 1960), 284~92.
"Fray Silvestre and the Obstinate Hopi." New Mexico Historical
Review 38 (April 1963), 97-138.
"The Franciscan Inquisition in Yucatan: French Seamen, 1560." The
Americas 25 (April 1969), 331-59.
"The Historical Society of New Mexico Honors France Vinton Scholes
for Outstanding Achievement in Spanish Colonial History, 1970."
New Mexico Historical Review 45 (July 1970), 245-50. Reprinted
in The Americas 27 (January 1971),228-32.
"Jurisdictional Conflict in the Borderlands." In The Roman Catholic
Church in Colonial Latin America,edited by Richard E. Greenleaf.
New York: Alfred A Knopf, 1971. [Excerpts from her introduction
to Bishop Tamaron's Visitation ofNew Mexico, 1760.]
"Fray Francisco Atanasio Dominguez and Fray Silvestre Velez de
Escalante." Utah Historical Quarterly 44 (Winter 1976), 40-58.
"History of the Southwest: Personalities and Discoveries." In Donald
C. Dickinson, W. David Laird, and Margaret F. Maxwell. Voices
from the Southwest: A Gathering in Honor of Lawrence Clark
Powell. Flagstaff, Ariz.: Northland Press, 1976.
"The New Mexico Martyrs' Book." New Mexico Historical Review 75
(July 2000), 414-22.
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CO-AUTHOR:

With France V. Scholes. La iglesia en Yucatim, 1560-1610.
Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Institution, 1938.
---,. "Books in New Mexico, 1598-1680." New Mexico Historical Review
17 (July 1942), 226-70.
With France V. Scholes and Ralph L. Roys. "History of Yucatan."
Carnegie Institution of Washington Yearbook 43 (1944), 178-84.
With France V. Scholes, Ralph L. Roys, and Robert S. Chamberlain.
"History of Yucatan." Carnegie Institution of Washington Yearbook
45 (1946), 217-21.
With Doris Z. Stone, "Conversion of Gaymi and Darien and its Indians."
In Samuel K. Lothrop, Archaeology ofSouthern Veraguas, Panama.
Memoirs of the Peabody Museum of Archaeology aJ:/d Ethnology,
Harvard University 9:3 (1950),97-103.
With John E. Longhurst. "New Mexico and the Sack of Rome: One
HUndred Years Later." New Mexico Historical Review 28 (October 1953),
243-50.
As

SOLE EDITOR:

"Bishop Tamar6n's Visitation of New Mexico, 1760." New Mexico
Historical Review 28 (April, July, October 1953), 81-114, 192-221,
291-315; 29 (January 1954),41-47. Reprinted as Bishop Tamaron's
Visitation of New Mexico, 1760. Publications in History, vol. 15.
Albuquerque: Historical Society of New Mexico, 1954.
"Letter to the Missionaries of New Mexico, Fray Silvestre Velez de
Escalante," and "Writings of Fray Silvestre Velez de Escalante."
New Mexico Historical Review 40 (October 1965), 319-35.
"A Sidelight on the Santa Fe Trade, 1844." New Mexico Historical Review
46 (July 1971),261-63.
As

CO-EDITOR:

With France V. Scholes. "Documents Relating to the Mirones
Expedition to the Interior of Yucatan, 1621-1624." Maya Research
3 (1936), 153-76,251,276. [Reprinted under the same title. Culver City,
Calif.: Labyrinthos, 1991:]
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With France V. Scholes. Documentos para la historia de Yucatim:
1. Primera Serie, 1550-1561. Merida: Carlos R. Menendez, 1936.
2. La Iglesia en Yucatan, 1560-1610. Merida: Carnegie Institution,
Diario de Yucatan, 1938.
3. Discurso sobre la Constitucion de las Provincias de Yucatan y
Campeche, 1766. Merida: Carnegie Institution, Diario de
Yucatan, 1938.
- - - . Don Diego Quijada, Alcalde Mayor de Yucatan, 1561-1565.
2 vols. Biblioteca Historica Mexicana de Obras 1nMitas, 14, 15.
Mexico City: Antigua Libreria Robredo de Jose POrrUa e Hijos, 1938.
With Ralph 1. Roys and France V. Scholes. "Report and Census of the
Indians of Cozumel." Contributions to American Anthropology and
History, Carnegie Institution of Washington, 4 (1940), 1-45.
With France V. Scholes, Ralph 1. Roys, and Robert S. Chamberlain.
The Maya Chontal Indians ofAcalan-Tixchel: A Contribution to the
History and Ethnography of the Yucatan Peninsula. Publications,
560. Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Institution, 1948. Reprint,
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1968.
With France V. Scholes. Proceso contra Tzintzicha Tangoaxan, el
Caltzontzin, formado por Nuno de Guzman, ano de 1530. Mexico
City: POrrUa y Obregon, 1952.
- - - . "Inventories of Church Furnishings in Some of the New
Mexico Missions, 1672." In Dargan Historical Essays. Edited by
William M. Dabney and Josiah C. Russell. Publications in History, 4.
Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1952.
- - - . Documentos para la historia del Mexico Colonial. Mexico
City: Jose Porrlia e Hijos, 1955-61:
.
1. Relacion de las encomiendas de indios hechas en Nueva Espana
a los conquistadores y pobladores de ella. Ano de 1564. 1955.
2. Advertimientos generales tocantes al gobierno de Nueva Espana que
los Virreyes dejaron a sus sucesores, 1590-1604.1956.
3. Ordenanzas del Hospital de San Lazaro de Mexico. Ano de 1582. 1956.
4. Informacion sobre los tributos que los indios pagaban a Moctezuma.
Ano de 1554. 1958.
5. Sobre el modo de tributar los indios de Nueva Espana a Su Majestad,
1561-1564.1958.
6. Moderacion de doctrinas de la Real Corona administradas por las
Ordenes Mendicantes, 1623. 1959.
7. Cartas del Licenciado Jeronimo Valderrama y otros documentos
sobre su visita al gobierno de Nueva Espana, 1563-1565. 1961.
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With Fray Angelico Chavez. The Missions of New Mexico, 1776: A
Description by Fray Francisco Atanasio Dominguez with Other
Contemporary Documents. Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1956, 1975.
With Ralph L. Roys and France V. Scholes. "Census and Inspection of
the Town of Pencuyut, Yucatan, in 1583, by Diego Garcia de
Palacio, Oidor. of the Audiencia de Guatemala." Ethnohistory 6
(Summer 1959), 195-225.
'
With France V. Scholes. Relacion Historica Deseriptiva de las
Provincias de la Verapaz y de la del Manche, eserita por el CapUlm
don Martin Alfonso Tovilla, Ano de 1635, publicada por primera
vez con la Relacion que en el Consejo Real de las Indias hizo sobre
fa pacificacion y poblacion de las provincias del Manche y
Lacandon el Licenciado Antonio de Leon Pinelo. Guatemala:
Universidad de San Carlos, 1960.
With Keith W. Algier. "A Frontier Book List-1800." New Mexico
Historical Review. 43 (January '1968), 49-59.
With John L. Kessell. Reeve, Frank D. "Navajo Foreign Affairs,
1795-1846." Part I, 1795-1815. Part II, 1816-1824. New Mexico
Historical Review 46 (April, July 1971), 101-32,223-51. Reprinted
as Navajo Foreign Affairs, 1795-1846. Tsaile, Ariz.: Navajo
Community College Press, 1983.
With John L. Kessell; Rick Hendricks, Meredith D. Dodge, and Larry
D. Miller. Remote Beyond Compare: Letters of don Diego de
Vargas to His Family from New Spain and New Mexico,
1675-1706. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1989.
In addition: sundry book reviews, notes, encyclopedia entries,translations,
and annotations.
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France V. Scholes appointed first academic vice president of the University of
New Mexico, May 1948. From France V.. Scholes Collection, MSS 360, Center for
Southwest Research, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico.
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France v: Scholes: Historian's Historian, 1897-1979
RICHARD E. GREENLEAF.

When France Vinton Scholes received the Serra Award of the Academy
of American Franciscan History in 1956, one of his distinguished colleagues remarked to me that "Scholes is a historian's historian." Those
of us who had the pJ;ivilege of working with him, students and colleagues, also knew him as a master teacher and an ideal university
administrator. In 1969, when the University of New Mexico's adminisc
tration building was named for its former academic vice president and
graduate dean, we told him that to us it had always been "Scholes
Hal1."l
France Scholes was descended from a family living in Kirby
Stephen, Westmoreland, England. His maternal grandfather, John
Houston Hunter, endured a bleak childhood after his own father was
murdered by a highwayman. Apprenticed to a carpenter, John had to
live with a stem grandfather who cut him off without a farthing when
the young man emigrated to America. Subsequent letters to his mother,
Rachel Overly, in England went unanswered.
In Philadelphia, John Hunter met and married Jane Mantooth, a
member of the Scribner family. Moving west, they settled in Toulon,
Illinois, about 1858, where John built a log cabin and applied for a
teaching certificate. When the Civil War intruded, he joined the 19th
Illinois Volunteer Regiment of Colonel Joe Scott. Wounded at the
Battle of Murfreesboro on Stone River at the end of 1862, John Hunter
died of gangrene in Nashville, Tennessee, on 9 January 1863 at the age
of twenty-four. He left two small daughters, Mary and Ann.

Richard E. Greenleaf is France Vinton Scholes Professor of Colonial Latin
American History Emeritus at Tulane University.
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Walter Scholes, a storekeeper in Bradford, Illinois, married Mary
Hunter and, after her early death, her sister Ann. The children of Ann
and Walter were unusual for a little Midwestern village, population
about three hundred. They had five college-educated sons: a medical
doctor, two druggists, one businessman, and one scholar.
Born 26 January 1897, France Vinton Scholes was named after his
paternal grandmother, Hannah France. It is said that France's mother
Ann ruled the family with an iron hand and without the velvet glove. Her
sons were required to do all manner of household chores, including the
cooking. Young France helped his father in the store because the elder
Scholes was nearly blind and unable to keep the accounts. France also
did odd jobs, delivered newspapers, and saved enough money to buy a
used piano. He occasionally sent away to England for Greek and Latin
classics. His mother dictated that France was to become a minister in the
Methodist Church and arranged his admission to the local seminary.
France Scholes's application to Harvard University in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, and his departure from Bradford were acts of rebellion.
His formidable mother never forgave him. Although Harvard granted
him a scholarship, Scholes earned extra money as a pianist and organist in Cambridge Methodist churches. Between 1915 and 1919, he
earned the Bachelor of Arts in history and political science. Then, late
in World War One, he served with a cavalry unit.2
Returning to Harvard, Scholes earned his Master's degree in 1921
and continued course work for the doctorate. Many eminent teachers
shaped his intellectual world: Roger Bigelow Merriman, Charles H.
McIlwain, Frederick Jackson Turner, and, later, Clarence Haring. The
years from 1920 to 1923 were difficult for Scholes financially. He took
jobs as an instructor at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, a tutor at
Radcliffe College, and a graduate assistant at Harvard. By 1923, he had
developed severe health problems, seemingly the result of overwork.
One day while playing the piano for a church choir, Scholes suffered a hemorrhage, collapsed, and was sent to a tuberculosis hospital
in Chicago. There, while under the care of his brother Ed, it was decided that he must move to the dry climate of New Mexico. He arrived in
Albuquerque the first week in May 1924. From the hospital in his new
hometown, he began checking out books from the University of New
Mexico library. "Within a few months," Scholes wrote later, "the miracle of New Mexico sun and sky had worked its healing grace," and
early in 1925, "restored in body and spirit," he received an appointment
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FranceY. and Lillith Scholes on a trip to Mexico, ca. 1927-28. Photo from
personal scrapbook of Lillith Scholes. France V Scholes Collection, MSS 360,
Center for Southwest Research, Zimmerman Library, University ofNew Mexico.

at UNM. 3 He taught most of the courses in the Department of History
.and Government: Ancient History, Medieval and Modern Europe,
English History, Modem France,History of Spain, Comparative
Government, and International Relations.
Two crucial events in Albuquerque changed his life. He met and
married Lillith Ansley. And he corresponded with Herbert Eugene
Bolton, famous Borderlands historian, who advised him to develop a
research field in seventeenth-century New Mexico. Meanwhile, he had
begun teaching courses on colonial Latin America and the Southwest.
The University promoted him to associate professor in 1928 and-after
he had taught for a year at Colorado College and his substantial works
on New Mexico began appearing in print-to professor in 1931. Scholes
also served as chair of his department and, after 1946, as dean of the
Graduate School and as the University's first academic vice president.
Scholes's early publications resulted from prolonged archival
investigations in Spain and Mexico under a Woodbury Lowery
Fellowship from Harvard (1927-28) and as director .of the Library of
Congress project for photoreproduction of documents in Mexican
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archives (1929-30). While in Mexico, Lillith began teaching at the
American School Foundation, and France became an aide to U.S.
Ambassador Dwight Morrow, who needed confidential photography of
secret memos and agreements as the modus vivendi between church
and state was worked out to end the Cristero religious war.
Between July of 1928 and July of 1935, nine of Scholes' pathfinding research articles about seventeenth-century New Mexico appeared.
At the same time, he was researching his two major works, Church and
State in New Mexico, 1610-1650 and Troublous Times in New Mexico,
1659-1670. These magisterial volumes were first published serially in
the New Mexico Historical Review, then issued in book form by the
University of New Mexico Press in 1937 and 1942 respectively. All
told, Scholes published twenty-six important New Mexico studies as a
result of these and other archival investigations in Mexico. 4
What startled New Mexico historians about these works was their
originality. Most considered a domestic history of seventeenth-century
New Mexico impossible because of the loss of local archives in the
Pueblo Revolt of 1680. Scholes, however, patiently mined the archives
of the Holy Office of the Inquisition in Mexico's Archivo General de la
Nacion as well as the Archivo Franciscano in Mexico City to reconstruct the political, social, and religious history of the colony. His
methodological tour de force in this regard has never been properly recognized. As his career developed, the hallmark of Scholes's· research
was his repeated discovery of key documents that revised timeworn
interpretations in his field.
Between 1931 and 1946, ,Professor Scholes served as head of the
Post-Columbian Section, Division of Historical Research, Carnegie
Institution of Washington. The headquarters of the division were located first in the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology at
Harvard-where Scholes lectured in the early 1930s-and then, after a
move in 1939, in Washington, D.C. During these years, Scholes was
able to continue his in-depth research in the archives of Spain, Mexico,
and Yucatan. His daughter Marianne was born in Seville in 1931. Noted
Latin American historian Lewis Hanke has written:
The most sustained and important cooperative research project
carried on by a United States institution in Latin America during
the twentieth century was probably the Yucatan program of the
Carnegie Institution of Washington. Its notable work has been
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made known to the world through a series of publications on the
anthropology, archaeology, art, history, linguistics, and medicine
of Yucatan. Another equally valuable contribution was the
opportunity for scholars to study over a period of years, so that·
the Carnegie project made possible a remarkable cadre of
researchers on a given region never before, or since, achieved. s
In 1934, Scholes forged a scholarly partnership with Eleanor B.
Adams who joined the cadre of researchers after her return to
Cambridge from graduate study in Spain at the Centro de Estudios
Hist6ricos ofthe University of Madrid. By 1936, they had begun to
publish ground-breaking studies on the Maya area, often in league with
Ralph L. Roys and Robert S. Chamberlain.
In all, the Scholes and Adams team wrote or edited fourteen books
along with numerous articles. In 1970, .Eleanor Adams delivered the
major address when the Historical Society of New Mexico honored.
France V. Scholes for "outstanding achievement in Spanish Colonial
History." She recounted in detail the aura of scholarly cooperation that
prevailed at Carnegie and the purpose of the interdisciplinary program,
a "pan-scientific attack" on the study of humankind and culture in
Mesoamerica. 6
France Scholes, who had begun studying colonial New Mexico,
was soon recognized in his second field. Anthropologists and ethnohistorians came to know Scholes, the Maya scholar, whose work in
Spanish archives supplied missing links in: the continuity of Maya history. In his Maya History and Religion (1970), J. Eric S. Thompson
declared that France Scholes was "among the giants of this century" in
Maya studies:
Unknown documents adding greatly to our information on the
Maya are constantly being brought to light. Scholes' discovery
of the Paxbolon and related papers brought us knowledge of the
activities of the Putun Maya and the story of the evangelization
of southwestern Campeche, previously an almost completely
blank spot on the map; and his discovery of the Tovilla report,
also in the archives at Seville, supplied data to correlate the calendar of the Manche Chol of the southeastern Peten with our
own, a matter on which not even the most optimistic Maya student had ever expected to have the slightest information,. 7
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In what many scholars consider the model study for the discipline
of ethnohistory, The Maya Chontal Indians of Acalim-Tixchel: A
Contribution to the History and Ethnography ofthe Yucatim Peninsula
(1948), Professor Scholes and his esteemed colleague Ralph Roys presented and analyzed a mass of important documentation collected by
Scholes over the previous fifteen years.
The Paxbolon~Maldonado papers, actually the probanza of merits
and services of Pablo Paxbolon, cacique of the Chontal Maya in 1618,
and his Spanish son-in-law, provided the only extant data on the Putun
Maya "who were the political and commercial link between other lowland Maya groups and the peoples of the Mexican plateau. Hitherto little had been known about them." These papers included the only surviving colonial document written in the Maya Chontal language. It is a
primary account of the area's history from the mid-fourteenth century
until 1604 shedding important light on the march of Fernando Cortes to
Honduras and the execution of Cuauhtemoc. Thompson remarked that
the relacion "definitely establishes the route Cortes followed across the
peninsula of Yucatan, a matter hotly disputed for four centuries and
with no one [until now] getting the right answer."8
France Scholes also discovered the missing Gaspar Antonio Chi
relacion of 1582, known only through Lopez de Cogolludo's extracts
until Scholes made it available for publication in Alfred M. Tozzer's
Landa s Relacion de las Casas de Yucatan (1941). He also placed his
own vast knowledge of Landa documentation at Tozzer's disposal.
Scholes and Adams pioneered research on the collision of Spanish
Catholicism and Maya religion in Don Diego de Quijada, Alcalde
Mayor de Yucatan, 1561-1565 (two volumes, 1938). And with other
documentary publications on exploration, conquest, missions, and
demography of Yucatan and Cozumel, they laid firm foundations for
synthesized accounts of Maya history and religion.
In the summer of 1941, the University of New Mexico's farsighted
President James Fulton Zimmerman, who had defined UNM's focus on
regional study of the Southwest and Mexico, invited Scholes to return
to Albuquerque. Zimmerman saw the relevance of the Carnegie experience to the University's graduate program. Accepting, Scholes taught
for several terms after Pearl Harbor but maintained his status as investigator at Carnegie until 1946. Each year, his New Mexico bonds grew
stronger. He becameincreasing frustrated as Carnegie's new president,
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Dr. Vanever Bush, deemphasized research in the humanities. Gradually,
the Division of Historical Research faded into oblivion.
Most of us who knew France Scholes personally feel that he never
quite recovered from the change of direction at Carnegie. What we can
be grateful for, however, is that he returned to the University of New
Mexico in 1946 as professor of history and dean of the Graduate
School. Three years later, Scholes became UNM's first academic vice
president. In 1957, when President Tom L. Popejoy introduced Dr.
Scholes as research professor to a scholarly audience, he said:
His vision has helped to shape the University and set its standards; his selfless loyalty has ever served the best interest of the
institution; his devotion to research has been marked by a warm
sharing of its opportunities and deep satisfactions with students
and colleagues alike. These, too, are the fruits of scholarship.9
As his research interests and archival collection began to focus on
the first half-century of the Mexican colony of New Spain-and more
specifically on his desire to write about the life and times of Fernando
Cortes-France Scholes read at least two hundred thousand manuscript
pages, while collecting microfilm and photoprints of many of the documents. In his brilliant research lecture in 1957 on the Cortes estate, he
gave us a glimpse of his view of history and the profession. A lengthy
quote seems justified:
In view of the enormous mass of documentation, I sometimes
ask myself: "What kind of folly, what research frenzy, compels
you at the age of sixty to plunge into this bottomless pit?" The
answers are simple. In the first place, it is fun, and that should
be reason enough! I have a profound sense of pity for any man
who finds only drudgery in research'-----and drudgery it often is.
But it can be-should be-exciting. Second, it is the kind of
work I believe in and did for many years, before I fell from
grace and became an academic administrator. It is old-fashioned research, that I know well, for it does not command much
support these days from the money-granting agencies and foundations, which give preference to projects that seek to test or
prove some hypothesis or are supposed to have more reference
to the contemporary scene. Nor is it the kind of research which
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easily lends itself to the large-scale cooperative projects so dear
to the hearts of the foundations and government agencies. For
this, however, I lift up my heart in praise-in praise of the fact
that the individual historian is still the master of his craft.
But this is not all. In recent years my profession has been
visited by a plague of pseudo-historians, some of whom seem
to believe that it is possible to write sound history without careful study of the documents and monographic literature. I have
no quarrel with scholars who make proper use of the research
of spade-work historian, of whom I am one, to produce brilliant
pieces of historical synthesis. I envy them. But I have little
patience with the romanticists who force their materials, usually materials chosen to suit their own notions, into some preconceived pattern of ideas and palm it off as history. And the
pity of it is that the documentary sources:which they despise,
or do not know how to use-these "dusty documentary cadavers" of the past, to use the phrase of an esteemed friend-often
have more life in them than the distorted interpretations they
choose to call living history. 10
Scholes produced two generations of doctoral students between
1950 and his formal retirement as research professor in 1962. He continued after that to collect documentary sources and to travel to Mexico
and Spain, as well as to serve two terms as a visiting professor at Tulane
University between 1968 and 1972. It is lamentable that UNM failed to
use his talents as a research supervisor from 1962 until his death in 1979.
France V. Scholes will be remembered by mature scholars and
fledgling investigators as a generous man with an encyclopedic knowledge of the Archivo General de ·la Nacion in 'Mexico City and the
Archivo General de Indias in Seville. I I He shared his knowledge with
all who came to his door. I believe that he was often generous to a fault.
A smaller group of professionals, his former graduate students, will
remember him as a master teacher, a man of uncompromising scholarly standards who took the training of young historians very seriously.
I first studied with France V. Scholes in 1953, when he was academic vice president and graduate dean and I was a first-year doctoral
student in history. He completely overwhelmed me with the breadth of
his knowledge, not only of colonial Latin America and the Spanish
Borderlands, but also of medieval and early modem Europe.
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I took a seminar with Professor Scholes on colonial Latin American
institutions held in his living room at 115 Harvard Dr., S.E. It met
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday evenings from 7:00 to 10:30 or later.
Even in those days, and certainly today, it was most unusual for a seminar to meet for ten or twelve hours a week. None of us complained.
Some, in fact, were dismayed that the time was too short to learn what
he had to offer us in the fields of history, anthropology, linguisitics, art,
and literature. He worked harder in the seminar than any of his students.
He knew what we ought to say and what we were going to say even
before we said it. It was foolhardy to face him in a seminar unprepared.
With his steely mane of gray hair, I thought he looked like the lion
that roared at the start ofMGM pictures. At first, I was terrified of him.
Then I learned that he wanted to help, to advise, to commiserate, and to
give of his time to students who showed the qualities of dedication to
research and writing he himself exemplified par excellence.
I remember today with some humor my first seminar project for
Scholes. He literally gave me a beady stare and announced that I was to
work on the encomienda in the Spanish empire. There followed a spate
of encomienda historiography that I was to read, criticize, and report
on. Later, I learned that he would have preferred that I not use notes
during my presentation. One of the .first books I opened at random, a
work by Lewis Hanke, announced that France V. Scholes knew more
about· the primary documentation for the encomienda than any other
scholar! I took up the challenge and gave what finally amounted to a
five-hour report on the subject punctuated with his criticisms, insights,
and commentaries on what the unpublished archival documentation,
said. My heart sang when I heard later that he had pronounced to a third
party, who told me, that I had been "thorough."
Scholes had the ability to teach his students how to illuminate the
general through study of the particular. We learned to relate specific
documents to the far broader context of society and historical process.
His lectures in seminars often· came from unpublished archival documentation. They were works of art and publishable contributions to
knowledge. What is truly amazing is that, even as an overburdened academic administrator, he labored long hours on these original lectures,
not for presentation to his scholarly peers but for delivery to our seminar. Many years later, when he taught at Tulane University, he did
exactly the same thing. Scholes never gave "cold turkey" or warmed-
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France V. Scholes later in his career.

over lectures to his graduate seminars. He continued to read voraciously
in his field until the day he died.
Because I wanted to study sixteenth-century Mexico, and I already
had background in Latin and Spanish, Professor Scholes decided early
on that I should join his noncredit class in paleography and manuscripts.
I and my colleague Robert W. DelaneY,along with several others, met
additional late afternoons to learn to decipher the letra procesal of early
colonial documents. Here again, Scholes was demanding. If he was
going to spend his time, we had to work hard. I remember how the class
shrunk as the going got rough.
Apparently, Scholes used the same technique on us that he had used
to train Eleanor Adams and Robert Chamberlain twenty years before: sink
or swim. He would hit us with difficult materials from the 1520s, then
with tact and patience teach us to read them. The course, which spanned
most of the year and included many individual sessions, taught us much
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more than how to decipher difficult Spanish. It dealt also with archival
techniques and historical criticism. We learned, for example, why certain
Juan Dorrunguez de Mendoza manuscripts from seventeenth-century
New Mexico were forgeries; how encomiendas were granted in legal formulary; the various types ofcivil and ecclesiastical documentation we
might encounter in which archives; and much more. Professor Scholes
performed this service as a professional obligation and a personal favor,
since the course was not part of his formal teaching load.
Having spent three decades of intermittent research in the archives
of Mexico and Spain, I came to realize the staggering intellectual arid
professional debt lowed to France V. Scholes, and I vowed to repay it
as best I could by passing on his knowledge and mine to my own students. It was always clear to me that a Scholes student had a certain
cachet in the archives of Mexico and Spain where Scholes was known
as "El Decano de los Investigadores," Dean of Resea~chers. The
archival staffs recognized that his students had been well prepared and
usually knew what they were doing.
.France Scholes communicated to me and to a whole generation of
other students a profound respect for historical research-writing history based upon extensive archival documentation-that I have called
"The Scholes Tradition" in a France V. Scholes commemorative issue
of The Americas: A Quarterly Review of Inter-American Cultural
History (January 1971)..Scholes was indeed the "historian's historian,"
a researcher without peer. I wish to reiterate here the basic Scholes dictum that teaching and research go hand in hand. One reinforces the
other. His entire career illuminates the truth of that statement.
Finally and personally, I want to say that Lillith Scholes, his
beloved wife, and "Mama Scholes" to us all, was also an "adjunct professor." Her humor, her humanity, and her common sense were always
present in the background. They conditioned Dr. Scholes's attitudes and
served as a charming counterpart to his essentially serious nature. Many
were the stories she told us about her husband that made him wince
even while enhancing his own humanity and stature as a true man of
letters in our young minds. Like Lillith, we loved the man and admired
the teacher. He often said that his best legacy was his students, and all
of us are' grateful to be extensions of his scholarly life.
In 1970, Eleanor B. Adams quoted a tribute that France Vinton
Scholes paid to Franciscan missionary scholars of another age. I repeated the quote on 7 May 1982, when I was installed in the France Vinton
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Scholes Chair in Colonial Latin American History at Tulane. We both
felt that the words of the Roman poet Horace that Scholes applied to the
Franciscans surely applied to his own life and works:
I've wrought a monument more tall
Than pyramids of kings,
Enduring shall it be 0' er all
The age of brazen things,
No wasting rain shall lay it low
Nor all the Northern blasts that blow
Nor endless aeons as they go,
I shall not wholly die.
(Horace, Odes, III, 30)12

NOTES
I. I am grateful to the editors of The Americas: A Quarterly Review of
IntercAmerican Cultural History (Academy of American Franciscan History)
and the Hispanic American Historical Review (Duke University Press) for permission to quote from my own works on France Vinton Scholes.
2. I wish to thank the late Marianne Scholes Spores and Mrs. Walter V Scholes
for generous help in researching the early history of the Hunter-Scholes family.
3. France V Scholes, The Spanish Conqueror as. a Business Man: A
Chapter in the History ofFernando Cortes (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1957), 3.
4. Consult the appendix below, "France V Scholes: Professional
Bibliography."
5. Lewis Hanke, History of Latin American Civilization: Sources and
lnterpetations. The Colonial Experience (Boston: Little, Brown, and
Company, 1973),332.
Eleanor B. Adams, "The Historical Society of New Mexico Honors
France Vinton Scholes for Outstanding Achievement in Spanish Colonial
History, 1970," The Americas 27 (January 1971), 228-32. I especially thank the
late Dr. Adams for her letters on the Scholes and Adams scholarly partnership.
7: 1. Eric S. Thompson, Maya History and Religion (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1970), xiv.

6: .
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8. J. Eric S. Thompson, review of Scholes and Roys, The Maya Chontal
Indians of Acalan-Tixchel, 2d ed:(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1968), in Journal ofLatin American Studies 1 (1969), 189-90.
9. Tom L. Popejoy, "Program Notes," Fourth Annual Research Lecture
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico, 1957).
10. Scholes, The Spanish Conqueror as a Business Man, 8-9.
11. The following text, somewhat reworked, is taken from Richard E. Greenleaf,
"France Vinton Scholes (1897-1979): A Personal Memoir," Hispanic
American Historical Review 60 (January 1980),91-94.
12. Adams, "The Historical Society of New Mexico Honors France Vinton
Scholes," 231-32.
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The Published Works ofFrance Vmton Scholes
ON NEW MEXICO:

"Manuscripts for the History of New Mexico in the National Library in
Mexico City." New Mexico Historical Review 3 (July 1928), 301-23.
"Documents for the History of the New Mexican Missions in the
Seventeenth Century." New Mexico Historical Review 4 (January 1929),
45-58; (April 1929), 195-20 l.
"The Supply Service of the New Mexican Missions in the Seventeenth
Century." New Mexico HistoricalReview 5 (January 1930),93-155;
(April1930), 186-209; (October 1930),386-404.
"Problems in the Early Ecclesiastical History of New Mexico." New
Mexico Historical Review 7 (January 1932), 32-74.
"Civil Government and Society in New Mexico in the Seventeenth
Century." New Mexico Historical Review 10 (April 1935), 71-111.
Translated as "La Sociedad en el Sig10 XVII en Nuevo Mexico." In
El Mexico Perdido. Mexico City, 1976.
"The First Decade of the Inquisition in New Mexico." New Mexico
Historical Review 10 (July 1935), 195-241.
"Church and State in New Mexico, 1610-1650." New Mexico
Historical Review 11 (January 1936),9-76; (April 1936), 145-78;
(July 1936),283-94; (October 1936),297-349; 12 (January 1937),
78-106. Reprinted as Church and State in New Mexico, 1610-1650.
Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1937.
"Notes on Sandia and Puaray." El Palacio 42 (1937), 57-59.
"Troublous Times in New Mexico, 1659-1670." New Mexico Historical
Review 12 (April 1937), 134-74; (October 1937),380-452; 13 (January
1938), 63-84; 15 (July 1940), 249-68; (October 1940), 369-417; 16
(January 1941), 15-40; (April 1941), 184-205; (July 1941), 313-27.
Reprinted as Troublous Times in New Mexico, 1659-1670.
Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1942.
"Notes on the Jemez Missions in the Seventeenth Century." El Palacio
44 (1938), 61-71; 93-102.
Some Aspects of the Jumano Problem. Washington, D.C.: Carnegie
Institution, 1940. With H. P. Mera.
"Books in New Mexico, 1598-1680." New Mexico Historical Review
17 (July 1942), 226-70. With Eleanor B. Adams.
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"Juan Martinez de Montoya, Settler and Conquistador of New Mexico."
New Mexico Historical Review 19 (October 1944), 337-42.
"Friar Personnel and Mission Chronology, 1598-1629." New Mexico
Historical Review 19 (October 1945), 319-33; 20 (January 1946),
58-82. With Lansing B. Bloom.
"Recent Activities of Lansing B. Bloom in Foreign Archives." New Mexico
Historical Review 21 (April 1946), 100-109.
"Inventories of Church Furnishings in Some of the New Mexico
Missions, 1672." In Dargan Historical Essays. Edited by William
M. Dabney and Josiah C. Russell. Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1952. With Eleanor B. Adams.
"Historiography of the Spanish Southwest: Retrospect and Prospect."
In Conference on the History of Western America. Santa Fe:
Museum of New Mexico Press, 1962.
"George P. Hammond-Remarks on the Occasion of the Serra Award."
In GPH: An Informal Record ofGeorge P- Hammond and His Era
iii The Bancroft Library. Edited by O. Cort Majors. Berkeley:
Friends of The Bancroft Library, 1965.69-75.
"Frank Driver Reeve: Scholar, Colleague, and Friend." New Mexico
Historical Review 43 (April 1968), 90-94.
"Royal Treasury Records Relating to the Province of New Mexico,
1596-1683.".New Mexico Historical Review 50 (January 1975), 5-23;
(April 1975), 139-64.
ON CENTRAL MEXICO:

"Tributos de los indios de la Nueva Espana, 1536." Boletindel Archivo
General de la Nacion (Primera Serie) 7:2 (1936), 185-226.
"Encomiendas de indios, 1536." Boletin del Archivo General de la
Nadon (Primera Serie) 7:3 (1936); 352-61.
"Tasaciones de indios, 1536." Boletin del Archivo General de la Nadon
(Primera Serie) 7:4 (1936), 535-64.
"History: Spanish America, The Colonial Period." Handbook of Latin
American Studies 3 (1937),260-89. With Arthur S. Aiton.
"Tributos de pueblos de indios del Virreinato de Nueva Espana, 1560."
Boletin del Archivo General de la Nacion (Primera Serie) 11:2
(1940), 195-244.
"Unpublished Letters of the First Bishops of Mexico and Oaxaca~"
.
The Americas 1 (1944-45), 104-107.
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"The Colegio de San Juan de Letnln in 1552." The Americas 2 (July 1945),
99-106.
Proceso contra Tzintzicha Tangoaxan, el Caltzontzin, formado por
Nuno de Guzman, ano de 1530. Mexico City: Porrlia y Obregon,
1952. With Eleanor B. Adams.
Documentos para la historia del Mexico Colonial. 7 vols. Mexico City:
Jose POrrUa e Hijos, 1955-61. With Eleanor B. Adams:
1. Relacion de las encomiendas de indios hechas en Nueva Espana
a los conquistadores y pobladores de ella. Ano de 1564. 1955.
2. Advertimientos generales tocantes al gobierno de Nueva Espana
que los Virreyes dejaron a sus sucesores, 1590-1604. 1956.
3. Ordenanzas del Hospital de San Lazaro de Mexico. Ano de 1582. 1956.
4. Informacion sobre los tributos que los indios pagaban a
Moctezuma. Ano de 1554.1958.
5. Sobre el modo de tributar los indios de Nueva Espana a Su
Majestad, 1561~1564. 1958.
6. Moderacion de doctrinasde la Real Corona administradas por
las Ordenes Mendicantes, 1623. 1959.
7. Cartas del Licenciado Jeronimo Valderrama y otros documentos
sobre su visita al gobierno de Nueva Espana, 1563-1565. 1961.
The Spanish Conqueror as a Business Man: A Chapter in the History
of Fernando Cortes. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1957.
"The Last Days of Gonzal0 de Sandoval, Conquistador of New Spain."
In Homenaje a Don Jose Maria de la Pena y Camara. Madrid:
Ediciones Jose POrrUa Turanzas, 1969.
"Problems of the Young Scholar: A View from the North." In Research in
Mexican History. Edited by Richard E. Greenleafand Michael C. Meyer.
Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1973.
ON THE MAYA AREA:

"Research in the History of Yucatan." Annual Report of Carnegie
Institution of Washington: Yearbook 30 (1930-31), 155-57; 32
(1932-33), 114-19; 34 (1934-35), 143-50; 35 (1935-36), 150-51.
"History of Yucatan." Annual Report of Carnegie Institution of
Washington: Yearbook 39 (1939--40), 277-80. With Ralph L. Roys.
"History of the Maya Area." Annual Report of Carnegie Institution of
Washington: Yearbook 40 (1940--41), 309-10.
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"History of the Maya Area." Annual Report of Carnegie Institution of
Washington: Yearbook 41 (1941-42),275-78; 42 (1942-43),181-83.
.
With Ralph L. Roys.
"History of Yucatan." Carnegie Institution of Washington: Yearbook43
(1944), 178-84. With Ralph L. Roys and Eleanor B. Adams.
"History ofYucatan." Carnegie Institution of Washington: Yearbook 44
(1945), 177-87.
"History ofYucatan." Carnegie Institution of Washington: Yearbook 45
(1946), 217-21. With Ralph L. Roys, Eleanor B. Adams, and
Robert S. Chamberlain.
"History ofYucatan." Carnegie Institution of Washington: Yearbook 46
(1947), 197-200.
"History of the Maya Area." Carnegie Institution of Washington:
Yearbook 48 (1949), 232-34.
"Documents Relating to the Mirones Expedition to the Interior of
Yucatan, 1621-1624." Maya Research 3 (1936),153-76,251,276.
With Eleanor B. Adams. Reprinted under the same title. Culver
City, Calif.: Labyrinthos, 1991.
Documentos para la historia de Yucatim. 3 vols. With Eleanor B.Adams:
1. Primera Serie, 1550-1561. Merida, Yucatan: Carlos R.
Menendez, 1936.
2. La Iglesia en Yucatim, 1560-1610. Merida: Carnegie Institution,
Diario de Yucatan, 1938.
3. Discurso sobre la Constitucion de las Provincias de Yucatan y
Campeche, 1766. Merida, Yucatan: Carnegie Institution, Diario
.
de Yucatan, 1938.'
The Beginnings of Hispano-Indian Society in Yucatan. Washington,
D.C.: Carnegie Institution, 1937.
Don Diego Quijada, Alcalde Mayor de Yucatan, 1561-1565. 2 vols.
. Biblioteca Historica Mexicana de Obras Ineditas. Mexico City:
Antigua Libreria Robredo de Jose POrrUa e Hijos, 1938. With
Eleanor B. Adams.
"Fray Diego de Landa and the Problem of Idolatry in Yucatan." In
Cooperation in Research. Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Institution,
1938. 585-620. With Ralph L. Roys.
"Report and Census of the Indians of Cozumel, 1570." Contributions to
American Anthropology and History (Carnegie Institution of
Washington) 4 (1940), 1-45. With Ralph L. Roys and Eleanor B. Adams.
The Maya Chontal Indians of Acalan-Tixchel: A Contribution to the
History and Ethnography of the Yucatan Peninsula. Publications,
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560. Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Iristitution, 1948. Reprint,
Noiman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1968. With Ralph L. Roys,
Eleanor B. Adams, and Robert S. Chamberlain.
"Franciscan Missionary Scholars in Colonial Centnil America." The
Americas 8 (April 1952), 391-416.
"Census and Inspection of the Town ofPencuyut, Yucatan, in 1583, by
Diego Garcia de Palacio, Oidor of the Audiencia de Guatemala."
Ethnohistory 6 (Summer 1959), 195-225. With Ralph L. Roys and
Eleanor B. Adams.
Relacion Historica Descriptiva de las Provincias de la Verapaz y de la
del Manche, escrita por el Capitan don Martin Alfonso Tovilla, Ano
de 1635, publicada por primera vez con la Relacion que en el
Consejo Real de las Indias hizo sobre la pacificacion y poblacion
de las provincias del Manche y Lacand6n el Licenciado Antonio de
Leon Pinelo. Guatemala: Universidad de San Carlos, 1960. With
Eleanor B. Adams.
"The Olmec Region at Spanish Contact." Handbook of Middle
American Indians. Vol. 3. Edited by Gordon R. Willey. Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1965. With Dave Warren.
"The Francisco Perez Probanza of 1654-1656 and the Matricula of
Tipu (Belize)." In Anthropology and History in Yucatan. Edited
by Grant D. Jones. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1977. With
J. Eric S. Thompson.
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Juan Manso, Frontier Entrepreneur
RICK HENDRICKS AND GERALD J. MANDELL

Sometime in the late 1640s or early 1650s, an unusual meeting took
place in New Mexico. Present were Juan Manso; his older half-brother,
fray Tomas Manso; Juan's nephew, Pedro Manso de Valdes; and fray
Juan Gonzalez. What made this gathering of Spaniards notable was the
fact that all of them had been born in the small Asturian town of Santa
Eulalia de Luarca, a port on the Bay of Biscay, and that out of this little group of paisanos would come a bishop and a governor who later
distinguished himself as the epitome of a frontier entrepreneur.
Juan Manso began his career in New Spain working with his sibling in the New Mexico mission supply service, probably in 1652.
Wagon trains formed the lifeline between the missions and settlements
of New Mexico and the northern trade centers in New Spain. Initially,
agents acting for the viceroy purchased supplies and turned them over
to the Franciscans for transport to New Mexico. This system resulted in
goods of irregular quality and frequent interruptions in shipments north.
In 1631, to improve the service, the Franciscans and the government
formalized a contractual arrangement whereby the Franciscan procurator general purchased a standard list of products to be shipped to New
Mexico, usually every three years. The treasury in Mexico City bought
the wagons and paid for labor costs incurred on the trip, and the
Franciscans paid to maintain the wagons and crews while they were in
New Mexico. Financial responsibility for the mules used to haul the
wagons also fell to the Franciscans. The existence of this regular and
secure transportation system. attracted the attention of entrepreneurs
Rick Hendricks is an editor of the Vargas Project at the University of New Mexico.
Gerald 1. Mandell, a fonner research consultant of the Vargas Project, is an independent
scholar.
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and civil authorities who sent private wagons along with the mission
supply caravan. l
.
Four years after beginning work with the mission supply wagons,
Juan Manso secured a much loftier position. From 1656 to 1659, he was
governor of New Mexico, during a period that is poorly understood
because of the dearth of documentation available. After concluding his
term of office, Manso lived for a time in Mexico City. In 1661, he
departed the viceregal capital with a commission from the Inquisition
to arrest his successor, New Mexico Governor Bernardo Lopez de
Mendizabal (1659-61). Manso completed this task in the spring of
1663 and relocated to Parral in Nueva Vizcaya. From that year until his
death in 1671, Juan Manso served as administrator ofthe New Mexico
mission supply wagons. At the same time, he emerged as an important
figure in the northern frontier commercial center of Parra!'
The two Franciscans, fray Tomas Manso and fray Juan Gonzalez,
were likely born about 1604. 2 Father Manso's parents were Sebastian
Manso and dona Maria Mendez. According to chronicler fray Agustin
de Vetancurt, Father Tomas Manso was of noble ancestry.3 Whether that
held for his much younger half-brother, Juan, is uncertain, although
Juan made no such claim. Perhaps the nobility descended through the
mother's line, in which case, Sebastian's second wife, Maria Suarez,
may not have been of noble status. She gave birth to Juan Manso about
1628. 4 Nephew Pedro was born about the same time. s
Juan Gonzalez had professed as a Franciscan in Puebla on 27 January
1624 and was in New Mexico by 1644. Tomas Manso professed in the

Fray Juan Gonzalez.

Convento of San Francisco of Mexico City on 12 July 1624, and, after
completing his studies, traveled to New Mexico in 1629 with the newly
named superior, or custodian, fray Esteban de Perea. 6 Father Manso

340

JULY 2000

HENDRICKS AND MANDELL

was named procurator and in this capacity managed the New Mexico
.
mission supply system from about 1630 until around 1655. 7
Some time before 1642, Captain Domingo Gonsales, a native of
Portuguese Tangier, became the business agent for Father Manso and
fray Juan de Salas of New Mexico. Fathers Manso and Salas disposed
of mission-manufactured clothing and inexpensive, low-end woven
goods at Gonsales's store in San Bartolome, the center of commercial
activity in northern New Spain and principal market for New Mexican
products before the 1631 silver strike in Parra!' As administrative
agents of the missions, Fathers Manso and Salas were acting essentially as businessmen, whose primary concern was the proper management
of their accounts and the timely liquidation of their export goods. At

Fray Tomas Manso.
one time, fray Tomas had thirty-nine small painted hides from New
Mexico in storage at Domingo Gonsales's house. 8 Documents suggest
that as procurator fray Tomas maintained livestock accounts with
Captain Juan de Nava, a rancher at Cuencame in the present-day
Mexican state of Durango. Nava, who owed Manso four hundred pesos
when Gonsales died, may have received livestock from the New
Mexico missions in the 1640s. 9
Historian France V. Scholes states that Father Manso also served as
custodian of New Mexico's missions during the early I640s,1O but eighteenth-century Franciscan recorder fray Francisco Antonio de la Rosa
Figueroa noted that fray Tomas Manso was never custodian; rather,
while Father Manso was in Mexico City in 1639, he was elected but
refused the position. Rosa Figueroa added that fray Tomas traveled to
Madrid in 1641 to settle the affairs of the missions ofPuebla, which had
been closed the previous year. I I Apparently, in 1644 his order named
him as a special investigator to look into the conflict between the
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Franciscans and New Mexico Governor Luis de Rosas.1 2 Father Manso
must have traveled· back and forth between New Mexico and Mexico
City frequently, for in 1648 he was appointed to the custodial council
in New Mexico. On 23 January 1655, he became superior, or provincial, of the Holy Gospel Province in Mexico City, but apparently served
only eight months in that capacity.13
Fray Tomas Manso was then named bishop of Nicaragua, although
it is not at all certain when he took office. According to Scholes, he
became bishop in 1656, while Father Vetancurt stated that the year was
1655. 14 In a recent work, Edgar Zuniga C. explains the circumstances
and provides a very different chronology. According to Zuniga, fray
Tomas died six months after his arrival in Nicaragua in the city of
Granada. Fray Alonso Briceno, the bishop of Nicaragua whom Manso
replaced, was coincidentally the uncle of New Mexico Governor Diego
de Penalosa (1661-64). Bishop Briceno had been named to the diocese
of Venezuela on 15 September 1659. Yet he was still in Granada when
Manso died, probably in 1660, and attended the funeral; he then traveled to Venezuela and took possession of his new see on 14 July 1661.
If this sequence of events is correct, Tomas Manso became bishop
sometime after the middle of September 1659, although he may have
received the appointment at an earlier date.l 5
Juan Manso, Father Manso's younger sibling, had arrived in New
Spain sometime between 1648 and 1652, probably in the company of
his nephew, Pedro. Juan was a part-time resident of the frontier by
1652-53, serving as cabo (the man in charge of the day-to-day operations) of the New Mexico mission supply wagons. Fray Tomas, administrator of the wagons in 1653, must have been instrumental in securing
the job for him. 16
Juan Manso married dona Petronila Ponce de Leon of Mexico City
in the spring of 1654. The bride's parents provided a 5,272-peso dowry
at the time of their marriage. I? Two years later, having had no previous
government service, Juan Manso became governor of New Mexico, at
the relatively young age of twenty-eight. Thenceforth, he used the title
"general," as did all the seventeenth-century governors of New Mexico,
even after leaving office. Francisco Fernandez de la Cueva, the eighth
Duke of Alburquerque, was viceroy of New Spain at the time of
Manso's appointment. It seems probable that the prestige of older brother Tomas must have weighed heavily in determining this selection.
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Very little documentation relating to Juan Manso's term as governor of New Mexico (1656-59) has survived. In the words of Scholes:
Manso's term as governor was characterized by the usual routine
of provincial business and occasional campaigns against the
Apaches. Like his predecessors he engaged in trading operations
and other business deals for the purpose of deriving profit from
his term of office. His relations with the clergy were apparently
friendly, arid he gave active assistance in the preliminary
attempts to found a mission in the El Paso area. IS
Granting permission to establish a Franciscan mission, Nuestra Senora
de Guadalupe, in El Paso appears to have been one of his most· important contributions. 19
A single scandalous episode that occurred during Manso's brief
administration is particularly well documented. While it tells us little
about his abilities as a governor, the affair may say a good deal about
his character. It was alleged that he carried on an affair with dona
Margarita Marquez, the wife of Captain Geronimo de Carvajal, a
prominent New Mexico encomendero and owner of the ranch of
Nuestra Senora de los Remedios de los Cerrillos south of Santa Fe, and
that their union produced a child. 20 When the baby was born, probably
sometime in 1657, fray Miguel de Sacristan of Santa Fe conspired with
dona Margarita, Governor Manso, and others to deceive Carvajal so
that the infant might be taken out of New Mexico and raised in Mexico
City.21 Luis Martin Serrano was also involved in the rose, and Tomas
Perez Granillo and his wife were thought to have transported the child.
Toribio de la Huerta, a bitter enemy of Juan Manso, repeated the sordid
details to anyone who would listen. Father Sacristan later committed
suicide, presumably out of guilt, hanging himself. 22
Juan Manso's successor as governor of New Mexico was Bernardo
Lopez de Mendizabal. The new governor had quarreled with New Mexico
Franciscans even before departing Mexico City. Once in Santa Fe, he got
on no· better with the man he replaced. As was his responsibility as
incoming governor, Lopez conducted Manso's residencia (formal
review of his 'predecessor's term in office). Residencia proceedings.
tended to encourage bribery and corruption, particularly in New
Mexico. Lopez delayed and jailed Manso, doubtless in an effort to gain
a financial concession from the former governor or, failing that, to
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make political capital out of the situation by presenting his predecessor
in an unfavorable light. 23

Don Bernardo Lopez de Mendizabal.

In September 1660, while Manso was under confinement on orders
of Governor Lopez, prominent New Mexican Francisco Gomez Robledo
was living in the former governor's house in Santa Fe.24 In midNovember, Gomez Robledo and Juan Lucero de Godoy were present at
the Estancia de San Antonio, in the Piro district, where they formally
pledged to deliver Manso's residencia to Mexico City. Governor Lopez
alleged that Juan Manso had depopulated the pueblo of Sevilleta, sold
the site, and transferred its inhabitants to Alamillo. 25
In the fall of 1660, Manso escaped from New Mexico in the company ofAlonso Garcia, who was residing in Mexico City the following
year. Subsequently, Juan Manso was made alguacil (constable) of the
Inquisition for New Mexico. Likely, he welcomed the opportunity to
exact a measure of revenge on Governor Lopez. Manso left Mexico
City in the fall of 1661, bound en route for Parral. He was not returning to the frontier empty-handed. In September 1661, Manso received
two slaves on consignment from Juan de Salinas, an official at the royal
treasury of Mexico City.26 It was ordinarily a seventy-day trip by wagon
from Mexico City to Parral, and Manso arrived in Parral in mid-January
1662. He sold one of Salinas's slaves the following month.27 Manso
may well have had additional slaves with him, since it was common for
prominent travelers going north to take slaves on consignment for the
lucrative Parral market.
Even as a twenty-five-year-old foreman with the New Mexico mission supply wagons, Captain Juan Manso had been involved in the
slave trade. New Mexico Governor Juan de Samaniego y Jaca
(1653-56) had sent six Apache slaves to Parral in the winter of 1653
with Captain Manso. 28 As governor, Manso had enslaved an Indian
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named Juan Zuni for ten years for allegedly serious crimes and robberies he had committed at the Hopi pueblo ofAwatovi. The services of
such slaves could be sold or "transferred" for a customary fee of fifty
to one hundred pesos. 29
The Pueblo Indian warriors and entrepreneurs of Picuris appear to
have been particularly active in the business of capturing Apaches as
slaves. Those enslaved or purchased by the Picuris and other Pueblos
were usually traded to Hispanic middlemen and Santa Fe governors for
cattle and other livestock. Governor Juan Manso, for example, received
thirteen Apache slaves from the Indians of Picuris; Juan Varela de
Losada, alcalde mayor of Cochiti; and Luis Martin Serrano, alcalde
mayor of the Tewa districPO In response to a royal decree, numerous
Apache, Ute, and Pawnee slaves from New Mexico were manumitted
in the early 1660s in Parral and Sonora, including a dozen or more
Apaches who were sent to San Juan Bautista by Governor Lopez, who
had allegedly stolen them from former Governor Manso in 1659-60. 31
Each freed slave cost a governor fifty to a hundred pesos in lost revenue. Even after they had served the terms of their sentences, former
Indian slaves in the Parral district did not freely return to their homes.
Many wound up working as ranch hands and laborers on silver-refining
haciendas where they spent the remainder of their lives doing backbreaking menial labor for four or five pesos a month. Not surprisingly,
some turned to a life of crime.3 2
Some of Governor Manso's Apache captives, taken to Parral in early
1659 and distributed by Manso's Parral agent, Portuguese merchant
Francisco de Lima, were manumitted in late May 1660. 33 Juan Lucero
de Godoy, Governor Manso's secretary, had drawn up the transfer
papers in Santa Fe in October 1658. 34 Lima, a native of Vila Vi<;osa,
Portugal, was arguably the most important figure in the New Mexico
trade. He had arrived in Parral as a boticario (pharmacist) and later
became a successful merchant, farmer, and rancher. In addition to
Manso, Lima served as the business agent in Parral for other New
Mexico governors and provided credit and financial assistance to several New Mexico-based traders, including don Pedro Dunln y Chaves 11. 35
As constable of the Inquisition, it was General Juan Manso's
responsibility to attach Governor Lopez's property in Parral, a task he
may have performed with some relish. Manso's legal agent in that city
was Captain Domingo de la Puente, a native of Burgos. Manso granted
Puente power of attorney on 13 January 1662, and three days later
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Captain Puente used this legal authority to petition Nueva Vizcaya
Governor Francisco Gorniez de Beaumont (1660-66) for the embargo
of Governor Lopez' property.36
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Juan Manso, who was a bitter enemy of Governor Lopez, also ran
afoul of Governor Penalosa, Lopez's successor, whom Manso had earlier characterized as a favorite of Governor Gorraez. He revealed the
fact that Penalosa had even spent time in Gomiez's home in Parral.3 7
Ironically, a year later, in the winter of 1662, General Manso, alguacil
of the Holy Office, appealed to Governor Gomiez to impound additional property in Parral, trade goods that Governor Lopez formerly
owned but that Penalosa had allegedly misappropriated during Lopez's
residencia. Much to the dismay of New Mexico Custodian fray Alonso
de Posada, Juan Manso, and former Governor Lopez, twenty-nine hundred pesos' worth of untaxed, Sonora silver was not recovered from the
shipment, for the simple reason that Governor Pefialosa still had most
of it in Santa Fe. 38
Manso returned to New Mexico in late March or early April of
1662 to arrest Lopez. 39 In January of 1663, when the Manso-Lopez
party (with Governor Lopez and others in confinement by order of the
Inquisition) was returning south from New Mexico on their way to
Mexico City, they stopped in Parral, where Manso sold a female Negro
slave for five hundred pesos. Juan Manso recounted that this slave had
been purchased at San Juan Bautista in Sonora in May 1662. 40 Manso
sold another slave who had been consigned to him by Captain Juan de
Salinas. 4! In February 1663, still in Parral, Manso made a loan of eight
hundred pesos. 42 By 11 April 1663, Lopez de Mendizabal and his wife
were safely in the secret jail of the Inquisition in Mexico City.43 Juan
Manso had fulfilled his commission and gotten even.
Having completed his assignment for the Inquisition, Manso
appears to have returned to Parral by September 1663. Although the
wording is ambiguous, one church entry indicates that he married his
second wife, dona Francisca Esquerra de Rosas y Romo of Parral, on
25 September 1663.44 Indeed, Francisco Romo, Francisca's father,
referred to Juan Manso as his son-in-law in October 1664. 45 When Juan
Manso wed Francisca Esquerra, he married well. Don Francisco was a
wealthy Parral merchant and his wife, dona Feliciana Esquerra de
Rosas, a native of Madrid. Francisca's maternal grandfather, Captain
Juan Esquerra de Rosas, was a merchant at San Bartolome and a native
ofValmaseda in the Basque country.46
Francisco Romo, who had served as the executor of his father-inlaw's estate in 1633, was a native of the Archbishopric of Toledo. As
was the case with several of Parral 's merchants, Romo had silver bro-

347

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 75:3

kerage accounts with Jose de Retis and Jose de Quesada of Me)).ico
City. Romo offered a large dowry in the amount of fifteen thousand
pesos for the marriage and also loaned money to Manso from time to
time. 47 A loan to Juan Manso was not the most prudent of investments.
At the time of his death, Manso still owed his father-in-law 1,780 pesos.
Francisco Romo, who outlived his son-in-law by seven years, died in
August 1678. 48
Manso returned to Mexico City sometime prior to the late summer
of 1664. By August of that year, at which time don Diego Osorio de
Escobar y Llamas, the bishop of Puebla, was serving as interim viceroy
of New Spain, Manso had become the administrator of the New Mexico
mission supply wagons. Francisco Romo was one of the financial guarantors for his contract. Juan Manso replaced fray Juan Ramirez of New
Mexico in that capacity, in part because Ramirez was accused-by
Commissary General fray Diego Zapata, among others-of maintaining an unauthorized trading account with Portuguese merchant
Francisco de Lima in Parral. 49 The Franciscans would soon learn that
Juan Manso was even more venal.
When General Manso became administrator of the supply wagons,
he evidently concluded that the contract allowed him a fair amount of
discretion in regard to use of the wagons. Stating it simply, he planned
to use many, if not most, of the mission supply wagons for commercial
freighting. Scholes wrote that Manso was to be given twenty wagons
and would be paid eight hundred pesos per wagon (sixteen thousand
pesos) every triennium. 50 At the time of his death in November 1671,·
however, Manso controlled thirty-six wagons and 576 mules, which
would have made a considerable difference in the sum of money he was
paid per shipment. Perhaps the contract had been modified at some
point between 1664 and 1671. The number of wagons provided had a
direct bearing upon Manso's capabilities in the area of custom freighting. The more wagons he ran, the more leeway he had for commercial
activities.
Perhaps owing to his peripatetic life style, Manso owned no real
estate. When in the viceregal capital, he lived in the barrio of Santa
Catarina Martir where he may have rented lodgings. Presumably he had
other such accommodations in stops along the way, such as Queretaro.
Even in Parral, his business headquarters, Manso did not own the house
where he and his wife lived. Scheduled to depart his Mexico City abode
for northern destinations with his first caravan in October 1664, Manso
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was delayed. He was still in Mexico City in February 1665, when he
agreed to accept another slave on consignment for sale in Parral. The
wagons must have left Mexico City shortly thereafter. 51
Juan Manso was back in Parral in the spring of 1665. Although not
in possession of the mission supply wagons at that time, he probably
had some of the original thirty-six wagons with him on the frontier and
was using them in commercial freighting. In mid-April 1665, Manso
sold one ofthe slaves he had accepted on consignment while in Mexico
City. Late in the month, Juan and his nephew, Pedro Manso de Valdes,
were involved in several loan agreements. 52
The trade merchandise of New Mexico Governor Fernando de
Villanueva, which left Mexico City in mid-March 1665, was sent north
with the wagons of Francisco de Maldonado, a prominent commercial
freighter. 53 Alonso de Guerrero was the mayordomo (overseer) of
Maldonado's wagons. In a note to Domingo de la Puente, Juan Manso's
agent in Parral, the Basque wholesale merchant Francisco de
Arechederra y Axpuru explained that Governor Villanueva's merchandise had somehow been brokered through the good offices of Juan
Manso. Arechederra had delivered the goods to Guerrero on the
account Villanueva had opened with General Juan Manso. 54 Manso
later claimed that this consignment of merchandise was worth at least
thirty-five hundred pesos at Mexico City prices. 55
Villanueva's shipment arrived in Parral in late June 1665, and
Guerrero deposited it there. Juan Manso, who was administrator of the
mission supply wagons at the time, had already left for New Mexico.
Since Governor Villanueva's power of attorney to Diego Perez de
Villanueva of Parral was dated mid-April 1665, it appears that he and
Manso must have arrived in New Mexico around mid- to late June. In
July, Manso's mayordomo, Bernardino de Soria, who was on his way
to New Mexico, with eighteen mission supply wagons, signed for
Governor Villanueva's shipment in Parral, agreeing to deliver it to
Manso, or in his absence, to Governor Villanueva himself. 56 Soria's
wagons must have arrived in Santa Fe about sixty days later, in mid- to
late September 1665. 57
Because of their economic status, it was not uncommon for Juan
Manso, Pedro de Andrade, Jose Mejia, and other prosperous freighters
to have accounts with some of Mexico City's most affluent silver merchants and financiers, men such as Jose de Retis, Captain Bonifacio de
.Arxiles, Jose de Quesada, Luis Saenz de Tagle, and others. Andrade,
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Domingo de la Puente's conveyor, owed Retis sixty-one hundred pesos
in 1676. Jose Mejia de Aguilar, a native of Jerez de los Caballeroswho owned thirty-four freight wagons, about twelve hundred mules, a
number of slaves, and so forth-owed Retis five hundred pesos that
same year. In November 1671, at the time of his death in Queretaro,
Juan Manso owed 3,150 pesos to Arxiles and twelve hundred pesos to
Retis. 58
In early May 1665, Manso had granted another power of attorney
to Domingo de la Puente before leaving for New Mexico. Parral
records suggest that Manso left for New Mexico before the mission caravan arrived in Parra\. He must not have reached the Rio Grande until
mid-June 1665. 59 Winter precipitation in the 1660s was substantially
below average, which suggests that the river at EI Paso may not have
been extraordinarily high that June. 60
The mission supply caravan, consisting of eighteen wagons headed
by Soria did not arrive in Parral until mid-July 1665. Thus, the supplies
could not have reached the mission depot until the middle of September
at the earliest. As a result, Juan Manso and the New Mexico missionaries got off to a very bad start. The Franciscans complained that Manso
was not only late, but that he also simply dumped the mission supplies
at San Felipe Pueblo. Out of thirty-six wagons Manso had at his disposal, the friars complained that only fourteen were loaded with provisions for them. The remaining four wagons in Soria's convoy of eighteen went to the new governor, don Fernando de Villanueva. 61 Hence,
the remaining eighteen mission supply wagons were probably being
used for commercial freighting. The mission friars thought Manso and
his teamsters spent far too much time going about from place to place
on the frontier, picking up and dropping off commercial freight.
Villanueva was governor of New Mexico from 1665 to 1668. Juan
Manso later complained that Governor Villanueva had detained him in
New Mexico for five months, from July through November 1665, while
the governor conducted the residencia of outgoing Governor Juan de
Miranda. Manso was still in New Mexico in late November 1665 when
he received two young Apaches who were to be sent south, along with
some packages containing official papers. This occurred at the estate of
Luis Lopez, the alcalde mayor of Senecu. If Manso left Senecu, the
southernmost mission in New Mexico, in early December 1665, he
must have arrived in Parral in late January or early February 1666. 62
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The Manso party remained in Parral until at least October. During
the spring and summer of 1666, Juan and Pedro Manso engaged in routine financial transactions. A financial proceeding dated in late April
1666 states that a local priest owed Manso three thousand pesos. In
mid-May 1666, Juan Manso granted a power of attorney to Captain
Francisco de Sotomayor and Salvador de Carriaga of Mexico City in
regard to the supply wagons and finances. Manso claimed to be owed
seventy-two hundred pesos for his services. Officials in Mexico City
had commissioned Juan Manso as a special judge to recover the six
thousand pesos Governor Miranda had allegedly stolen from the royal
treasury. Manso empowered his· nephew to make a presentation in
Mexico City on his behalf, and Pedro Manso left Parral in Mayor
June. 63
Between June and August of 1666, it seems likely that Juan Manso, still
in the north, was engaged in some sort of commercial freighting activity. It
is possible that some of the supply wagons were used to haul silver from
Sonora to Durango or freight trade goods to Casas Grandes. Juan Manso
borrowed two thousand pesos from his father-in-law in August 1666.64
As a commercial freighter, Manso hated to see his wagons running
empty, especially with a going rate of 13.5 reales per arroba (twentyfive pounds). In early September 1666, Manso granted a general power
of attorney to Bernardino de Soria, which empowered the latter to freight
silver to the treasury at'Durango. It also stated that Soria might make
whatever arrangements he wished in regard to accepting freight from
Durango to Mexico City, a clear indication that Juan Manso was always
on the lookout for a customer for his conveying services. 6s The wagons
that headed south carried 3,611 marks of silver. Several prominent New
Mexicans were members of this convoy: Pedro de Leyva, Francisco
Javier, Francisco Perez Granillo, Simon Ibanez, and Alonso Garcia. 66 In
mid-September 1666, Manso gave Domingo de la Puente a power of
attorney to collect on a debt of 3,686 pesos. 67 Manso was still in Parral
in early October 1666, when he gave a deposition regarding his disagreement the previous fall with Governor Villanueva in New Mexico. 68
BIas de Miranda, a New Mexico native identified as a mestizo,69
was in jail for debt in Parral in early September 1666. He owed Juan
Manso 145 pesos, which, for a poor man like Miranda, was a very large
sum. The prosperous Mexico City freighter, Captain Pedro de Andrade,
a native of Betanzos in Galicia, paid Miranda's debt with the understanding that BIas would work off the loan at a salary of six pesos a
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month. At that rate, it would have taken Miranda about two years to satisfy this obligation.7°
.
Juan Manso apparently left Parral during the late fall of 1666, headed for Mexico City. Various documents indicate that he was there during the spring and summer of 1667; in fact, Manso may have remained
in the viceregal capital through the spring of 1668. On 29 September
1668, the viceroy ordered executed a cedul~ pertaining to an investigation into Manso's conduct of the supply service. Nothing much seems
to have come of it, and Manso continued to operate the service. 71
Juan and Pedro Manso were back in Parral in October 1668 with
their next load of supplies for the New Mexico missions. Juan was evidently not feeling well, so he sent Pedro Manso and Captain Pedro de
Leyva north in his stead. The father procurator at that time was fray
Diego Romero. The wagons-twenty-two out of the twenty-six pertained to the missions-were to continue on to Sandia, San Felipe, or
Santo Domingo. 72
The New Mexico friars sometimes sold portions of their mission
supplies to prominent colonists, or so it appears. When fray Felipe
Montes was elected father procurator in August 1672, he was empowered to collect about 880 pesos that the New Mexico colonists owed to
friars for items removed from the supply wagons-probably sugar, candles, chocolate, dyes, and so forth. New Mexico Governor Juan
Rodriguez de Medrano y Mesia (1668-71) owed 134 pesos; Tome
Dominguez, 298 pesos; Juan Dominguez, 74 pesos; Alonso Garcia, 30
pesos and 11 wethers; Cristobal de Anaya, 24 pesos; Felipe Duran, 22
pesos; Maria Lopez Millan, 18 pesos; Captain Fernando de Chaves
(son-in-law of Andres Hurtado), 15 pesos; Bernardino de Salas, 13.5
pesos; Cristobal Fonte, Pedro de Parraga, and Juan de Valencia, 10
pesos each. 73
The remaining four of the twenty-six wagons must have contained
items that the new governor, Juan de Medrano, brought north.
Doubtless he was planning to set up shop in Santa Fe, as his predecessors had done. If twenty-six wagons were bound for New Mexico, then
the remaining ten wagons Manso controlled were engaged in some
other commercial activity, perhaps freighting into Sonora or hauling salt
to Parra!' Saltierra (impure salt) was also found at such locations as
Babonoyaba in Nueva Vizcaya. Salt was an important commodity that
ranchers used to cure meat and miners in Parral required in the amalgamation process of extracting silver from ore. They were willing to pay
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four to five pesos per fanega (1.6 bushels) for salt, and prominent
freighters kept a fair quantity on hand. Regardless of the activity he was
pursuing, in early October 1668, when Governor Medrano stopped in
Parral before continuing on to Santa Fe, Juan Manso was there, and
Medrano granted a general power of attorney to Manso and Puente. The
supply wagons did not leave Parral for New Mexico until late October
or early November 1668. Hence, Medrano could not have arrived in
Santa Fe until early January 1669, about six months behind schedule. 74
Juan Manso appears to have spent the winter of 1668-69 in Nueva
Vizcaya, while the mission supply wagons were in New Mexico. In
early February 1669, he bought a slave from Domingo de la Puente and
a twenty-three-year-old "Negrito" from the estate of a local priest for
425 pesos. A month later, he granted a general power of attorney to
Diego Perez de Villanueva, the same individual who acted as an agent
forNew Mexico Governor Fernando de Villanueva.7 5
There is a lacuna in the records regarding Manso's activities
between early March and early September 1669. Given the way he
operated, it seems very unlikely that he could· have made the trip to
Mexico City and back in that length of time. Manso tended to delay
wherever he went, and there would have been freighting business along
the way, as well as arrangements to be made before he returned.
Nevertheless, he was in Parral in early September 1669, when he sold
a mulatta slave for five hundred pesos. Several individuals from
Sombrerete had given this woman to Manso on consignment, which
suggests that he may have been there during the summer of 1669.76 A
few days later, Juan Manso, still in Parral, was asking the viceroy, the
Marques de Mancera, for ten thousand pesos for the 1668 shipment to
the missions, maintenance of the wagons, and so forth, explaining that
payment was necessary in order for him to return to Mexico City,
"since I have suffered many losses and damages ... for which reason I
am not carrying out the journey to that city [of Mexico]."77 This declaration is further evidence that Manso did not travel to Mexico City during the summer of 1669.
The Manso party must have spent the fall of 1669 and the winter of
1669-70 in the north as well, since in January 1670 Juan Manso was
briefly jailed in Parral, apparently for debt. Some of his freight, supplies, and other property had been impounded. The freight was commercial, since he had delivered the New Mexico mission supplies during the fall of 1668. This dispute had to do with his business account
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pertaining only to the wagons. Captain Juan de Salinas, the factor of the
treasury in Mexico City who had previously consigned slaves to Manso
for sale in Parral, claimed Manso owed the crown six thousand pesos.
Manso said he owed only 1,274 pesos, and it appears from the detailed
explanation he provided that he was correct.78
Juan Manso was still in Parral in mid-July 1670 when he granted a
general power of attorney to Captain Francisco Dominguez de
Mendoza of New Mexico, also a freighter.7 9 He granted another power
of attorney to Captain Pedro Martin de Quiroga, a native of Galway,
Ireland,80 to receive New Mexican trade goods from Governor
Medrano, which Francisco Dominguez may have been planning to
deliver. Manso may have selected Captain Quiroga, who also dealt in
livestock, as his agent because he was married to dona Josefa G6mez
de Valdes, daughter of Sargento Mayor don Fernando de Valdes Llanos,
a native of Gij6n, Asturias. 81 Most of the Valdes people in Parral were
Asturians, as was Manso. Manso's power of attorney to Quiroga was
executed in August 1670. At the time, Manso was trying to recover fifteen hundred pesos that General don Pedro Francisco de Sartill6n of
Sonora owed him indirectly. It seems that the fifteen hundred pesos was
originally owed to Manso by Governor Penalosa, who had supposedly
delivered it to Sartill6n.
At long last, after nearly two years on the frontier, Juan Manso left
Parral around September 1670, bound for Mexico City, presumably to
arrange for another load of supplies for the New Mexico missions. He
must have spent the winter of 1670-71 and the spring and summer of
1671 in Mexico City. By the fall, Juan Manso's mission supply wagons
were once again on the move northward.
The Franciscans, however, were furious with Manso and had initiated an investigation of his conduct during the summer of 1668. The
New Mexico missionaries were unhappy with the poor service they
received from him. In their view, don Juan did not compare favorably
to his illustrious older brother, fray Tomas Manso. They thought Juan
Manso was shortchanging them and had only undertaken the enterprise
to line his own pockets. Their assumptions seem well founded. Manso
engaged in a variety of freighting and mercantile activities on the frontier, and only about half of the wagons at his disposal were used for
supplying the New Mexico missions. He spent a great deal of time in
the north-far more than was necessary for the proper management of
the supply system. Manso's nephew, Pedro Manso de Valdes, often
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accompanied him on the road. In 1662, Pedro served as Governor
Pena1osa's lieutenant governor, but by 1669 had become alcalde mayor
ofSonora. 82 He was still alive and living in Sonora in 1678. 83
In late November 1671, forty-three-year-old General don Juan
Manso lay on his death bed in the city of Santiago de Queretaro. The
cause of his moribund condition was an injury resulting from a falL

Don Juan Mal1so.

It seems that he and his wife had departed Mexico City only a few

weeks before this misfortune. His will and related documents were prepared in Queretaro over the course of three days, 26, 27, and 28
November. Juan Manso must have died on 27 November, since it was
noted that he was dead the following day. He was buried in Queretaro,
in the church ofthe Convento of San Francisco. His wife, dona Francisca
Esquerra de Rosas, was named his universal heir. The· couple had no
children, and the will was silent about the child he allegedly fathered
early in his term as governor of New Mexico. Manso's executors were
his wife; the accountant Bartolome de Estrada y Ramirez, who twice
served as governor of Nueva Vizcaya (1667-71 and 1679-84); and
Pedro de Samarripa. 84
At the time of his death, Manso was oil his way north with a contingent of twenty freight wagons loaded with retail merchandise bound
for ParraL Tomas Perez Granillo, a Santa Fe-born lobo, was the mayordomo ofthis cua~rilla (wagon train).85 The twenty wagons may have
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been carrying between eighty thousand and one hundred thousand
pounds of freight-or more-when they left Mexico City. Several stops
were to be made along the way.
Since Juan Manso received at least forty-four hundred pesos in
freighting charges for the Parral consignment, it may be inferred that
this portion of the merchandise weighed over sixty-five thousand
pounds. Almost half of the Parra1 shipment went to the Galician merchant, Captain Domingo de Apresa y Falc6n,86 Juan Manso's wife,
dona Francisca Esquerra; his nephew, don Juan de Echeverria; and the
twenty freight wagons proceeded north after his death. By January
1672, word had reached Parral that dona Francisca and her party had
been delayed in Zacatecas. Nueva Vizcaya Governor Jose Garcia de .
Salcedo (1671-74) ordered Francisco de la Parada, a Mexico City
freighter, to meet the wagons and retrieve the goods bound for the
north. In April 1672, the caravan apparently passed through Cuencame
where Parada met it and relieved dona Francisca of nearly thirty-six
thousand pounds offreight, for which he claimed to be owed 676 pesos,
reflecting the rate of four reales per arroba for transshipments within
the Parral area. 87 Manso's wagons arrived in Parral sometime before
9 May 1672. Santa Fe native Bernardino de Soria headed another
cuadrilla of thirteen supply wagons that were in Parral at the time of
Manso's death, having already delivered the supplies to the New
Mexico missions. Apaches had plundered the three wagons of trade
goods sent to Governor Miranda in the summer of 1671.
The 1671 shipment to the New Mexico missions was the last of
Juan Manso's administration. Between August 1664 and November
1671, Manso's wagons had made three deliveries to the New Mexico
missions: in 1665, 1668, and 1671. Of the three, General Manso had
personally participated in only one, the consignment of the summer of
1665. The Franciscans terminated his mission supply contract as of
1671 because of poor service and conflict of interest.
Juan Manso had a number of debts at the time of his death. The following were among his accounts payable (stated in pesos):
Bonifacio de Arxiles, silver merchant
Captain Jose de Retis, silver merchant
Barbara del Castillo, chocolate merchant
Nicolas de Caraballo, cloth merchant
Captain don Felix de Millan
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Captain Toribio Gonzalez Escalante of Sombrerete
200
Juan de Saucedo, merchant
115
Miguel de Moedano, merchant
100
Alferez Geronimo de Elisalde
100
Bachiller Diego Munoz de Rivera
60
Total: 5,851
Manso's accounts receivable, according to his calculations, were far
more extensive, amounting to more than twenty thousand pesos:
The king, for the 1668 shipment to New Mexico
10,000
For the three wagons (one extra) sent to Governor
Miranda in 1671, which were attacked by Indians
1,600
For the occasional redemption .of captives
500
Don Diego de Guadalajara, alcalde mayor ofMetepec 88
600
Treasurer Francisco Gomez Rendon
700
Juan Munoz, mulatto of Mexico City
125
Governor Juan de Miranda
154
Diego Gonzalez Loban ofNew Mexico I mule and 2 young bulls
Manso's servants, some sixty of them
6,323
Tomas Perez Granillo
1,070
Total: 21,072
Juan Manso and Francisca Esquerra de Rosas had a fair amount of
personal property stored in Parral in November 1671, including:
several desks, one bed, two large Chinese chests, two cedar
chests, one carpet, six yards of silk, twelve cushions, some leather
chairs,. one mirror, linens, one man's suit, one cape, two pairs of
pants, six shirts, one walnut desk, silverware and utensils, four
women's suits, sheets and pillow cases, damask bedspreads, one'
silk chest cover, two trunks for chocolate, one New Mexico bedspread, one large coach, one mulatta servant (age 30).89
Dona Francisca Esquerra de Rosas died in Parral and was buried
there on 19 January 1676. 90 As of 12 February that year, the estate of
Juan Manso remained unsettled, and dona Francisca's second husband,
Captain Francisco Gonzalez Ramirez, was still dealing with the issue of
the 11,600 pesos the crown owed Manso. 9 !
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In many ways, Juan Manso was the embodiment of the European
Spaniard in the New World in the seventeenth century. When Juan
joined his older half-brother in New Spain-surely in pursuit of fortune-he was following a pattern well established among peninsular
Spaniards. Through fray Tomas Manso's considerable influence, Juan
gained a job as the leader of the New Mexico supply wagons. In
Mexico City, he married into the lower ranks of the local elite, receiving a sizeable dowry. Like so many of his countrymen, Juan also sought
advancement in public office. Relying once again on the growing influence of his brother, he secured the governorship of New Mexico. While
he may have gained a certain prestige as a provincial governor, Manso
found no riches in New Mexico. He then turned to commerce, a field
where he quickly demonstrated his business acumen. His experience
with the supply wagons serving New Mexico had taught him that the
commercial capital of the north was Parral, and there he established
contact with other Spaniards, notably with prosperous paisanos from
Asturias and elsewhere in northern Spain. In Parral, too, he remarried,
making an even better match than was his late first wife.
Ever the frontier entrepreneur, Manso was always in the thick of
things, resourceful and opportunistic. He did not scruple to engage in
shady activities. From his early days in the north, he was involved in
the Indian slave trade in what must have been its heyday in the 1650s.
At the time of his death, he had been a successful, recognized member
ofthe Parral commercial community for nearly twenty years. By almost
any measure, his decision to try his hand at the Indies had proven to be
a WIse one.
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New Mexico Historical Review 5 (1930),93-155, 186-209,386-404. Additional
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Midst of a Loneliness: The Architectural History of the Salinas Missions,
Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument Historic Structures Report
(Santa Fe: Southwest Cultural Resources Center, 1988),201-209.
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1845-50), 10:402-405. Although Scholes (and others following him) referred
to Governor Juan Manso as Juan Manso "de Contreras," his source is unknown.
to us. All references we have seen in the Archivo General de hi Nacion or the
Archivo Historico de Hidalgo del Parral refer to Juan Manso, and we have followed that usage. France V. Scholes, Troublous Times in New Mexico,
1659-1670 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico, 1942), 2; Carroll L.
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Appendix
The following document is one ofseveral that Juan Manso executed
while he was governor ofNew Mexico. Our research suggests that the
Indian slave. trade reached its peak during the 1650s. This document
provides specific details about how slaves were acquired, the terms of
their service, and how they were manumitted.
Captain don Juan Manso, Governor and Captain General of the
Kingdom and Provinces of New Mexico, for His Majesty, and so
forth. *
I certifY to the royal judges of the king, our lord, and any other persons who may see the present document, that the definitive sentence of
death, in a just war in this kingdom, has been handed down on the entire
Apache nation and others allied with them, infidels incapable of being
missionized, the common enemies' of our holy Catholic faith. The
Apaches are also the enemies of all the Christian Indians of the kingdom, and of those who are captured in this war and by other Indian
nations, who have pledged their obedience to his majesty for many
years and are under his safeguard on their lands and in their settlements.
Our Indian allies have been fighting brutal wars against their enemies,
who kill and capture them, taking them from one region to another.
Those who are captured by our Indian allies are kept by them until
the Spanish settlers and Christian Indians go to their lands and settlements, as is their custom each year, to barter with those Indians for local
products and goods. In this barter, our Indian allies trade and exchange
the enemies they have captured to the Spaniards, who bring them under
their control to this kingdom and sell them for articles they need and for
their profit, so that they [the New Mexico colonists] may be better able
to continue the royal service to his majesty.
Thus, for these Apache Indians and those whom the Spaniards take
captive, this sentence is handed down, so that they may be taken out of
the kingdom and enslaved for the period of fifteen years, which are to
begin and may be counted from the day they complete twelve years of
age. At no time may these Indians return to this kingdom.

*Juan Manso, Certification, Santa Fe, 3 October 1658, AHp, r. 1660C,f 1278.
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So that it may be of record, Margarita, who has been received in .
barter, has the following physical characteristics: she is robust in body;
has a brown mole on the left side of her face; next to the mole is the
mark of a wound; and both her ears are pierced. She appears to be about
twenty-four years old. She is not a Christian and is one of those covered by the sentence. She belongs to Alguacil Mayor Francisco de
Lima, a citizen of Parra!'
I prepared the present document so that the alguacil mayor, or whoever might have her, may keep her for fifteen years, which begin and
are counted from today's date. She may be transferred, for just consideration, to another person, in whose service she may be enslaved for
that period. Once her sentence is completed, she is to be set free. I beg
and charge his majesty's royal judges to see that this is carried out. On
pain of death, she is never to return to this kingdom, as is advantageous
to the royal service of his majesty and the peace and the preservation of
these provinces. For this reason, I ordered that the present document be
dispatched, signed with my name, stamped with the seal of my coat of
arms, and couptersigned by the secretary of government and war below.

a

Done in the villa of Santa Fe, in New Mexico, on 3 October 1658.
Don Juan Manso [rubric]
.
By his lordship's order,
Juan Lucero de Godoy [rubric]
Secretary of Government and War
I attest that there is no stamped paper in this kingdom.
Juan Lucero de Godoy [rubric]
Secretary
The woman mentioned herein was freed according to the royal
decree, issued in Guadalajara, Parral and [illegible] on 24 May 1660.
Geronimo Garcia [rubric]
Secretary
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Adams Prize for the best article appearing in the Review on her specialty: northern New Spain and the Spanish Borderlands.
Awarded biennially, the $500 prize honors Professor Adams, editor of
the Review from 1964 to 1975. Judges for the 2000-2001 prize are
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winner will be announced in the April 2002 issue.
Friends ofProfessor Adams and the Review who wish to make tax-deductible memorial
gifts to the prize fund are urged to send them to The Adams Prize, UNM Foundation,
Hodgin Hall, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM 87131.

Making New Mexican Santos:
Franciscans and Vecino Dominance in Late
Colonial New Mexico
ROSS FRANK

In his History of New Mexico and Arizona, Hubert Howe Bancroft
wrote: "From 1700 New Mexico settled down into that monotonously
uneventful career of inert and non-progressive existence, which sooner
or later is to be noted in the history of every Hispano-American
province."! I doubt that this statement will withstand serious scrutiny
for any province of northern Mexico, but it fails miserably as a description of late colonial New Mexico. If the province appeared in dire
straits in the middle of the eighteenth century because of isolation
enforced by Indian raids, things had changed dramatically by the
l790s. Here I will first summarize an argument made elsewhere that a
short but intense economic boom in New Mexico from the l780s to
about 1810 led to a redefinition of provincial society and culture. Then
I will argue that in a sudden reversal of roles-unlike the situation in
other northern provinces of New Spain-the Franciscan missionaries of
New Mexico favored the cultural assertion of the non-Indian, or "vecino"
(citizen), population over the Pueblo Indian communities they served:
One important illustration of this trend appears in the process by which
vecinos inherited the responsibility for santo-making from Franciscan
missionaries in New Mexico. As a result, generations of santeros
(saint-makers) developed a new vocabulary for the visual expression of
religious devotion and iconographical meaning which reflected a particular New Mexican cultural resonance.
After defending themselves for decades against Comanche and
Apache raids on vecino villages and Indian pueblos along the Rio
Grande, New Mexican colonists and Pueblo auxiliaries won a dramatRoss Frank is associate professor in the Ethnic Studies Department, University of
California, San Diego.
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ic military victory in 1779 over the Comanche leader. Cuerno Verde
and opened the way for a Spanish-Comanche peace seven years later.
The Comanche connection meant renewed trade with New Mexicans
and a military alliance against the most intractable of the Apache bands.
New Mexican merchants began to reestablish and expand commercial
relations with Chihuahua, the closest substantial market city south of
the province, and with the garrisons of the presidios (frontier fortifications) in northern Sonora and Nueva Vizcaya. Sheep, wool, and finished woven textiles represented the mainstay of new burgeoning commercial enterprises. Further, after withstanding the hazards to life of·
warfare and a major smallpox outbreak that reached the province in
1781, the population of New Mexico began to grow rapidly, especially
among the non-Pueblo villages. Vecino families holding inadequate
farmlands to sustain themselves began to bring new lands under cuhivation in the l780s in areas that had previously been too vulnerable to
use because of Comanche attacks. In sum, by the mid-1790s, New
Mexican vecino society was experiencing the rewards of peace, a
renewed export trade, increased production of agricultural goods and
livestock, and the imported luxuries that such prosperity brought.
The development of devotional religious images called santos represents one aspect of the vecino cultural expression that accompanied
economic growth at the end of the colonial period. The history of santo
production also demonstrates a close working relationship between
vecino laity and Franciscan missionaries that had arisen since midcentury. Because of the difficulty of obtaining religious devotional objects
for churches and chapels in New Mexico during the eighteenth century, Spanish missionary and vecino artisans within the province began
making santos, carved and painted religious figures of saints, beginning
shortly after the colony's reconquest in the 1690s. The pieces fashioned
in New Mexico before approximately midcentury conform to a formal,
linear style, modeled after religious paintings and frescoes done in
provincial neo-Renaissance style elsewhere in New Spain, Grouped by
art historian E. Boyd into the "Franciscan F" (Ref. 1)* and "Franciscan
B" (Ref. 2) styles, missionaries generally executed these religious
*Because of a necessary limitation on the number of illustrations reproduced here, some of the items mentioned in the text refer to photographic
reproductions available in standard publications on the subject. See the
appended list, "References to Illustrations in Other Works."
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works for the decoration of Pueblo missions, as opposed to the settlerdominated churches of Santa Fe, Santa Cruz de la Canada, and
Albuquerque. Subsequent research suggests that a vecino artist named·
Xavier Romero painted the works identified as the Franciscan B style
while working in New Mexico from about 1705 to 1730. 2
On the basis of information recorded by fray Franciscio Atanasio
Dominguez in 1776 and other documentary sources, the earliest santeros identified by name to have worked in New Mexico are fray
Andres Garcia and Capitan Bernardo Miera y Pacheco, the mapmaker,
explorer, and painter from the presidio in Santa Fe. Both men immigrated to New Mexico in midcentury, Garcia from Puebla in 1747 and
Spanish-born Miera y Pacheco around 1754. E. Boyd and other art historians and curators have attempted to attribute extant pieces of sculpture to each of these men, extrapolating from the sculptural style of
each artist links to a body of work painted in oils on cloth and pine panels. Garcia resided in the parishes of Santa Fe, Santa crui de la Canada,
Albuquerque, and in many of the pueblos during his thirty-two years of
service, dying in Mexico City after 1779. 3 Miera y Pacheco died in
Santa Fe in 1785. 4 The attribution of specific surviving. santos notwith- ..
standing, all early santos fit into three recognizable styles,each a
provincial rendering of the academic styles of religious painting then
prevailing in New Spain. s ·
The late-eighteenth-century works show considerably more stylistic
and iconographic complexity than the more didactic early Franciscan
renderings. Unlike the Franciscan·F and B styles, the artists. of the
Provincial Academic styles used Baroque painting conventions and
techniques to portray naturalistic movement and emotional expression
charaCteristic of devotional images (Ref. 3). Compared to paintings the
Franciscans imported into Alta California during the 1780s, the contemporaneous New Mexican examples in the Provincial Academic' style
appear flat and the movement seems stiff (Ref. 4). In addition to work
done for the Pueblo missions, vecino patrons commissioned santos
attributed to both Miera y Pacheco and Garcia for use in vecino churches and chapels. The most clearly documented work by Garcia, an almost·
life-sized figure of Christ in the Holy Sepulchre, resides in the vecino
church at Santa Cruz de la Canada for which it was crafted (Ref. 5).6
One of the sculptures and three panels (retablos) attri}:)uted to Miera y
Pacheco have inscriptions commemorating their vecino donors (Ref. 6). 7
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Beginning in the 1790s, vecinos undertook an extensive program of
construction, expansion, and redecoration of New Mexican churches
and chapels. At the same time, nuevomexicanos increased the availability of santos by generating a new tradition of local craftsmanship
based directly on the stylistic and iconographical models of the
ProvincialAcademic Style painters. The pivotal figure in making New
Mexican religious art a vecino occupation was the anonymous Laguna
Santero. Although Bernardo Miera y Pacheco had pioneered the creation of monumental works of sculpture in New Mexican churches with
the stone altarpiece carved for La Castrense, the military chapel for the
presidio in Santa Fe (now in the Church of Cristo Rey, Santa Fe), his
artistic models came from the art and architecture of Spain in the early
eighteenth century.8 In contrast, the Laguna Santero translated the elaborate, baroque style of religious art found in contemporary late-colonial
New Spain into a reproducible pictorial vocabulary for New Mexicans.
The standard accounts have concluded that the Laguna Santero
probably came from provincial New Spain in the early 1790s and
returned there after his last commission ofa colateral (altar screen) for
the Laguna mission church, completed in 1808 (Ref. 7).9 While in New
Mexico, the Laguna Santero and his assistants created at least six major
colaterales, and numerous retablos (single panels). More recently,
experts have discerned his hand in sculptured images (bultos) as well.
Most of his identified commissions, including altar screens for the
chapel of San Miguel in Santa Fe and the Franciscan mission churches
at the Indian pueblos of Laguna, Acoma, Zia, Santa Ana, and Pojoaque,
sprang from the generosity of one wealthy vecino patron, don Antonio
Jose Ortiz. 10 The money that Ortiz lavished on religious donations came
from a profitable career as a merchant and public official. In addition to
altar screens, the Laguna Santero carved and painted smaller devotional works for private chapels, oratorios, or home altars and may have
first made them available and popularized their use in New Mexico.!1
The artist known as Molleno, one of the earlier vecino santeros who
catered to the devotional trade, may have come from the workshop of
the Laguna artist. 12
Santera, conservator, and historian Marie Cash argues that fray
Ramon Antonio Gonzalez made the santos now attributed to the
Laguna Santero.!3 Cash makes this case on the basis of a comparison of
handwritten documents with the inscriptions on the altar screens painted by the Laguna Santero at the churches of San Miguel in Santa Fe,
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Santa Cruz de la Canada, and Acoma Pueblo. Cash also shows that
Gonzalez had roughly contemporaneous postings to most of the missions where the Laguna Santero worked: among them Nambe and
Pojoaque (near Santa Fe) in 1779-92, Santa Cruz in 1782-84, and
Acoma (near Laguna) in 1769 and 1787-89.
This new identification would clear up the mystery of the Laguna
Santero's identity and complete the picture of Franciscan identification
with vecino society that 1 describe here. Cash, however, also suggests
without foundation that the date inscribed on the Laguna altar screen
may be 1780, instead of 1807, and that the nave altar screen at Santa
Cruz de la Canada might read 1793, instead of 1795. Apart from Cash's
interpretation of these inscriptions, no documentary evidence confirms
that the Laguna Santero made, before 1795, any of the works attributed
to the artist on stylistic grounds. Still, the dates of Gonzalez's service at
or near the sites of these three altar screens do encompass the years
inscribed on the artwork: Santa Cruz-1795, San Miguel-1798, and
Laguna-1807. Gonzalez may have painted the inscriptions precisely
because of the "neatness and clarity" of his hand noted by Cash, rather
than as a signature of his own work.
The assumption' that the person who painted the inscriptions also
painted the altarpieces must be weighed against the' testimony of
numerous ecclesiastical inventories that carefully note who commissioned and financed these works, not who carved and painted them. In
1795 for example, the same year that the LagunaSantero finished the
nave altar screen at Santa Cruz de la Canada, Gonzales himself provided the inventory for the New Mexican churches, along with fray Jose
de la Prada, fray Esteban Aumatell, fray Jaime Canals, and fray Diego
Munoz Turado:
The church of the mission Santa Cruz de la Canada one finds
roofed a few years since at the expense of the R. P. fro Sebastian
Fernandez referred to above. The side altars, sacristy, and a
chapel were done at his expense, and with the help of other
benefactors, while R. P. fro Jose Carral was the minister, and at
this chapel and another there, fray Francisco Martin Bueno and
fray Ramon Antonio Gonzalez made the respective side altar at
.their expense, and being minister of said villa, the latter
[Gonzalez] made another of the side altars of the church, painted the three pulpits, the two doors·ofthe chapel, gave three col-
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ored friezes for the dais of the altars, and made the living quarters.that the convent has today, all at his expense.J4
The record, in part written by Gonzalez himself, speaks only of patronage, not of artistic creativity. In contrast, Dominguez's record of Santa
Cruz directly mentioned that "the altar screen, the image of Our Lady
ofthe Rosary, the large Jesus Nazareno, the Holy Sepulcher, casket, and
the balustrade in the sanctuary were made and designed by fray Andres
Garcia, who worked day and night with his own hands."ls
The artistic production of the Laguna Santero established a number
of stylistic interpretations of the baroque tradition of New Spain that
directed the development of a provincial industry, producing religious
images for churches, chapels, oratories, and private homes during the
succeeding generation. 16 Compared tb the churrigueresque church interiors fashioned elsewhere in late-eighteenth-century Mexico (Ref. 8),
the Laguna artist translated the complicated architectural structure and
exuberant decoration of Mexican religious furnishings into a simplified
form carved in the soft woods available in New Mexico (principally
pine and cottonwood) or painted on a flat surface in two-dimensional
perspective (Ref. 9).
The demand for religious images among a growing vecino population created an indigenous santo industry before the tum of the nineteenth century. The Laguna Santero provided a coherent artistic style
adapted to New Mexican conditions, and a workshop of followers with
some training gained from the master. Santero Pedro Antonio Fresquis
also began his career in the 1790s, making santos in a style independent of influence from the Laguna Santero. 17 As opposed to the earlier
generation. of vecino santeros such as Xavier Romero and Miera y
Pacheco, Fresquis represented one of the earliest vecino craftsmen
catering to popular, rural demand for religious images (Ref. 10). His
work often drew directly on imagery from popular European prints and
engravings imported throughout New Spain. Fresquis painted with thin,
flowing lines and the precision of a draftsman. He rendered the conventional perspective found in his printed models to flat, two-dimensional form, using cross-hatching and other techniques borrowed from
Spanish and Flemish prints to create the illusion of space. 18 Before the
Identification of Fresquis as the artist responsible for this style, his technique earned him the name of the "Calligraphic Santero." The wide
range of religious subjects that Fresquis depicted, and the iconography
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he drew upon, also attest to the influence of imported materials.
Another early santero, Molleno, worked in the early nineteenth century
and probably received his training as an apprentice of the Laguna
Santero (Ref. 11).19
Despite the emphasis on an itinerant folk tradition of New Mexican
santeros in much of the literature, the beginnings of the vecino santo
industry relied heavily on commissions from wealthy patrons or newly
established communities to fashion larger altar screens and individual
bultos and retablos for the furnishing of religious buildings. 20 Local
religious patronage of the arts functioned in a manner similar to that of
Mexico City or any provincial capital, albeit on a smaller scale. Pedro
Fresquis painted a major altar screen for the church at Truchas around
1818 and received a commission from the family ofAntonio Jose Ortiz
for a wooden colateral for the Rosario chapel in Santa Fe. 21 He
designed the woodwork built to house the statue of Nuestra Senora del
Rosario, known as La Conquistadora in New Mexico, held to have been
first brought to the province by fray Alonso de Benavides in the 1620s
and again by Governor Diego de Vargas during the reconquesP2
Documents also mention work executed at the churches of Santa Cruz
de la Canada and Chimayo. Although the actual work at Chimayo has
not been recovered, restoration work done in the 1980s on the altar
screen in the south transept of the Church of the Holy Cross at Santa
Cruz de la Canada found that the Laguna Santero had originally painted these panels. Pedro Fresquis overpainted the Laguna santeros's
hand, and still later Jose Rafael Aragon or one of his disciples renewed
the altar screen once again. 23 Molleno completed the altar screen in the
. side chapel dedicated to Nuestro Senor de Esquipulas at the Church of
San Francisco, Ranchos de Taos, between about 1815 and 1817 and
may also have painted the original main altar. 24
A recently restoredcolateral on the north nave of the church of
Santa Cruz de la Canada (Fig. 1), about twenty-five miles north of
Santa Fe, illustrates the multiple connections between santeros,as well
as the patronage of those involved in the new export trade to Chihuahua
and Sonora (Fig. 2). Father Garcia made the Santo Entierro mentioned
by Dominquez (discussed above) and still housed today in this church.
Gustavo Victor Goler and Felix Lopez, two of the current generation of
santeros, led this parish-based conservationprojecP5 Two hundred
years earlier, fray Jose Mariano Rosete had first mentioned this altar
screen as one of four in his 1796 report on the most recent renewal of
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the church and its fabric (Fig. 3). On its bicentennial anniversary, the
restoration ofthe top panel containing the image of the Nuestra Senora
de Guadalupe revealed two inscriptions: (Fig. 4) "Ce pinto A 8 de
Otubre de Ano 1795" (Painted 8th of October of the year 1795), on the
right; and (Fig. 5) "Se pinto este Altar A deBosion de S. Adauto
Fresquis" (This altar was painted through the devotion of Mr. Adauto
Fresquis), on the left. The writing and syntax of the inscription matches those painted in 1798 by the Laguna Santeroon the retable made for
San Miguel Chapel in Santa Fe (Ref. 12).26 In addition, the date, 1795,
falls early in what we know about the career of the Laguna Santero in
New Mexico and before the documented work of any other contemporary santero working in the province. Moreover, stylistic comparison of
the face and hands of the panel of Nuestra Senora de los Dolores, la
Dolorosa (Fig. 6) with other work of the Laguna Santero (Fig.7) helps
confirm the attribution. A series ofpentimenti (reappearing designs that
have been painted over) showing the underlying sketches of the original artist uncovered during conservation also indicates the style of the
Laguna Master,27
Like don Antonio Jose Ortiz, the primary patron of the Laguna
Master, Senor Adauto Fresquis, who according to the inscription commissioned this altarpiece, belonged to a family that benefited from the
new economic opportunities generated by the export trade from New
Mexico. Tomas Fresquis, a cousin of Adauto,28 appears in the alcabala
(excise tax) records for 1781 as a merchant accompanying the trade caravan to Chihuahua. 29 Another cousin, the santero Pedro Antonio
Fresquis, was born in Santa Cruz and worked on the colateral in the
south chapel of the church. The Fresquis family involvement in the
refurbishment of the Santa Cruz church demonstrates the close connection between late-colonial economic growth and the development of
vecino religious art (Fig. ·8).
Although the Laguna Santero painted the original colateral, other
craftsmen had painted over the original work in their own styles. The
bulk of the images now visible show the hand of Rafael Aragon (active
1820-1862), who worked on the other altar screens at Santa Cruz and
received commissions for altar screens in religious buildings throughout northern New Mexico (Rio Airiba).30 The conservators of the Santa
Cruz north nave altar screen found that Aragon had repainted the same
figures in approximately the same positions over the previous versions
done by the Laguna Santero (and in some cases by one or two other
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workers). The images on the top layer show Rafael Aragon's unmistakable style (Fig. 9, Fig. 10, and Fig. 11).
During the late 1nos and 1790s, at the moment when demand for
New Mexican products blossomed in Chihuahua and the northern presidios, vecinos responded by taking over the production of textiles from
the Pueblo Indians in order to expand the market for exports. In the
same vein,vecino santeros developed the religious art, first improvised
by the Franciscans for the Pueblo missions, into a provincial folk style
that fulfilled their need for devotional images and expressed their par~
ticular frontier experience. Franciscans provided both the encouragement and in some cases the prototypes for the vecino tradition which
followed. The missionaries fomented no such tradition on the part of
the Pueblos. In contrast, the early Franciscans in New Spain, for example, trained Nahuatl artists and facilitated the decoration of the walls of
sixteenth-century missions by them. 31 Lisbeth Haas suggests that the
Franciscans in Alta California also intended their converted Indians to
create religious images for decoration and didactic purposes at the missions. Why then did Franciscan interests in New Mexico deviate from
the spiritual care of the Pueblo Indians?32
By the end of the eighteenth century, conditions in New Mexico
had changed in ways that compounded the difficulties faced by the
Franciscans, leaving the friars increasingly attached to the vecino settlements'in the vicinity of the missions. During the last quarter of the
century, the number of vecinos living in the province grew significantly. By the end of the colonial period in 1821, the vecino population of
New Mexico numbered over twenty-eight thousand. The Pueblo Indian
population, on the other hand, had remained relatively stable, probably
ranging from nine to ten thousand through most of the period from
1750 to 1821. Franciscans available to serve the' twenty-two missions
and three or so largest vecino towns were. in short supply,usually
between eighteen and twenty-five missionaries. Although the
Franciscans had reestablished the missions for the conversion and spiritual care of the Pueblo Indians at the end of the seventeenth century,
missionaries in New Mexic() also served the spiritual needs of the residents of neighboring vecino villages. The marked demographic growth
of the vecinos, and to some extent within the Indian pueblos as well
towards the end of the eighteenth century, placed increasing demands
on the small group'of Franciscans residing in the missions..
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The Franciscan missionaries, in theory, owed their services primarily to the Indians of the Pueblo missions, not to the vecino communities nearby. In practice, the rapid increase in the vecino population after
1770, the vigorous economy rejuvenated by the vecinos beginning in
the 1780s, and the greater vecino demand for spiritual care drew the
Franciscans more closely to the vecinos. After the smallpox epidemic
of 1780-81, the missionaries lost the benefit they had enjoyed in personal services provided by Pueblo domestic workers. The end of this
tradition proceeded from the drastic reduction of the population in
many of the missions by smallpox in .1780-81 and the steps that
Governor Juan Bautista de Anza then took to reduce the number of resident missionaries from twenty-three to seventeen. Without a missionary living in each mission, the friars could not expect the pueblo to provide the five to ten people needed weekly to attend the missionary.
Only the Indian sacristan continued to aid in the maintenance of the
church. The loss of services from the host pueblo caused the missionary to rely more heavily on the obventions, or fees, of the vecino communities nearby. It also eroded the loyalty that the friar might have felt
for his Native American charges. The Franciscan practice of rotating
the missionaries throughout the New Mexican missions every few
years further exacerbated the forces pulling the friar away from the
Pueblo Indians. 33
The obventions offered to the friars from their vecino parishioners
reflected a need for spiritUal care that only the missionaries could provide in New Mexico and, at the same time, an obligation of pastoral
care on the part of the missionaries that they could only provide at the
expense of the Pueblo Indians. The Franciscan missionaries began to
view vecino interests by the mid-1790s within the context of a bond
formed by the cultural and economic circumstances that drew them
together. In 1794, six friars serving in New Mexico began a concerted
attack on the privileges held by the Pueblo Indians, which the missionaries had come to believe hindered the growth of vecino prosperity
against the best interests of the province. They depicted the Pueblos as
lacking respect for Christianity, shirking work, and not using their land
efficiently for production:
But what is most astonishing is that, despite almost two hundred years that these Indians have been under the teaching, they
do not obey the Church with very rare exceptions (excepting
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Figure 1. Santa Cruz de la Canada Church, exterior, Philip E. Harroun,
June 1897. Courtesy of the Museum of New Mexico.

also the genizaros of Abiquiu). Despite their natural laziness
for work, rare is he who does not labor on the most festive days
of the year, and they even reprimand those who do not, during
which one knows that they work with contempt of the precept
of God and the Church. 34
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Figure 2. Santa Cruz de la Canada Church, interior, 1981. Courtesy of the
Parish of Santa Cruz/Tom Velarde.
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Figure 3. Santa Cruz altarpiece, north nave, 1983 before restoration.
Courtesy ofthe Parish of Santa Cruz de Canada/Tom Velarde.
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Figure 4; Right inscription, top panel, Santa Cruz altarPiece, north nave.
Courtesy of Victor Gustavo Goler.

Figure 5. Left inscription, top panel, Santa Cruz altarpiece, north nave.
Courtesy of Victor Gustavo Goler.
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Figure 6. Nuestra Senora de los Dolores, la Dolorosa, bottom-left
panel, Santa Cruz altarpiece, north nave, Laguna Santero. Courtesy of
Victor Gustavo Galer.
'
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Figure 7. Santa Barbara, Laguna Mission altar screen (detail), Laguna
Santero. Photo from E. Boyd, Popular Arts of Colonial New Mexico
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico, 1974), 164. Courtesy of the
International Folk Art Foundation, Museum of New Mexico Press, and
University of New Mexico Press.
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Figure 8. Santa Cruz altarpiece, north nave, 1996 after restoration.
Courtesy of Victor Gustavo Goler.
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Figure 9. Santa Rita, upper-left panel, Santa Cruz altarpiece,
north nave, Rafael Aragon. Courtesy of Victor Gustavo Goler.
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Figure 10. San Jose, bottom-center panel, Santa Cruz altarpiece,
north nave, Rafael Aragon. Courtesy of Victor Gustavo Goler.
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Figure II. Cristo Crucificado, upper-center panel, Santa
Cruz altarpiece, north nave, Rafael Aragon. Courtesy of Victor
Gustavo Galer.
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The Pueblo Indians held their functions in the kivas, private underground chambers for religious ceremonies, "which should be demolished," or they held them outside in the field, "since in those days they
are very observant, like Jews on the Sabbath, and on which they guard
and they order to keep their inviolate secret." When the missionaries
tried to correct these perceived failings through punishment by the
native fiscales, the Indians ignored and made fun of these Pueblo officials. According to the friars, they received little help from the secular
authorities, and whenever they tried to enforce their authority, the
Pueblos petitioned the commandant general or other authorities "without any fear of God" for their actions.
The missionaries suggested two remedies for the situation in the
pueblos that illustrate how far they had departed from the protective
stance of their predecessors in the 1750s and 1760s. They advocated
forcing the Pueblo Indians to speak Castilian insteadoftheir native languages; a measure which they proposed to enforce by placing a royal
judge in each pueblo to support the friar. Secondly, they recommended
following the process used in Sonora of allowing settlers to claim and
enclose the communal lands of the native serrano communities. 35
. "Where there are surplus lands in the pueblos," wrote the friars, "give
them like they do in Sonora to the many vecinos, poor men of good reputation and customs, who would live in those same pueblos .. '. and
with luck they would discourage the vain gentile observances and idol~
atries that every day are on the rise." The missionaries also used the
specter of Pueblo Indian economic domination over landless vecinos to
move secular authorities to take action.
The notes to the census of 1794, prepared by fray Diego Turado and
fray Ramon Gonzalez, explained that although the Pueblos "enjoy a
good deal and fine lands," they did not work as hard as they could at
farming maize, wheat, or vegetables. Instead, "part [of their land] they
rent to the vecinos for whatever serves them, or for an excessive price,"
purchasing with pottery whatever provisions they needed from the
vecinos. Cochiti and Santo Domingo in particular produced enough to
sell outside of the pueblos. According to the friars, these two pueblos
had so much extra, fertile land that they could not work it "without having the assistance of many vecinos, who are obliged from their necessity to serve them, and this service of vecinos to the Indians also occurs
in other missions of the province."36 In a remarkable display of blaming the victims for their predicament, Turado and Gonzalez suggested
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that taking away the means of Pueblo production, and giving the land
to vecinos instead, would provide the solution for Pueblo reluctance to
produce for a system that coercively extracted goods for the vecino
economy!
The call of the Franciscan hierarchy in 1795 to give Pueblo Indian
land to the settlers did not fall on deaf ears, although vecinos did not
need much encouragement. Another aspect of the assertion of a vecino
cultural identity, directly related to the economic boom at the end of the
eighteenth century, appears in the aggressive manner after 1780 in
which vecinos began to usurp Pueblo lands. In addition to settling new
fertile areas that were too dangerous to farm or had previously been
vacated because of Comanche and Apache activity, vecinos began
wresting choice lands away from Pueblo communal ownership, repeating a pattern well established in other areas of Bourbon New Spain. 37
Unlike clergymen elsewhere, however, the Franciscan missionaries of
New Mexico did not constitute a voice of opposition to vecino
encroachment on Pueblo lands.
The case of fray Severo Patero, missionary to Santa Clara in 1793,
provides another excellent example of just how much Franciscan interests had shifted. 38 On 14 August 1793, don Antonio Guerrero, lieutenant of the presidio in Santa Fe, placed Patero under arrest and
marched him to Santa Fe under the guard of twenty soldiers. A few days
later, Patero saw the custodian of the order in New Mexico, fray
Cayetano Jose Bernal, and asked him why he was being held prisoner.
According to Patero's account, Bernal would not give him any reason
for the arrest and said that it was not valid. Nevertheless, on the twenty-first, Bernal supplied a document that said Governor Fernando de la
Concha had 'just and justifiable causes ... sufficient to require that you
immediately and without excuse leave for the missions of El Paso,
where you will be given a corresponding destination, without loss of
time." On 24 August, at two in the morning, Patero began a ISS-league
journey to El Paso, under an escort of fourteen soldiers. From there,
Patero went to Chihuahua, but the commandant general of the
Provincias Internas, don Pedro de Nava, would not hear the complaint.
Contending before the bishop of Durango, don Esteban Lorenzo de
Tristan,Patero claimed that he had been ejected from New Mexico
because he had "compelled, incited, and influenced some New
Mexican vecinos so that they would present to the Comandancia
General complaints against the above-mentioned Governor Concha."
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Not only did he protest that "it makes no difference to me whether those
vecinos have or have not complaints against their government, but further, I was so advised that I must be treated in those terms and by judges
that are not competent."39
The significance of Patero's case lies in what it reveals about the
relations between the Franciscan establishment and the secular government in New Mexico during the period of rapid economic and social
change at the end of the eighteenth century. The one case important
enough to silence a missionary, in flagrant violation of his ecclesiastical immunity, dealt not with the complaints of Pueblo Indians but Of
vecinos living in the settlements nearby. In addition, even the head of
the Franciscans in the province supported the action taken by Governor
Concha. The character of the agreement between both parties became
clear as a result of the subsequent action of the bishop of Durango. On
20 February 1794, Bishop Lorenzo de Tristan suspended the proceeding, because he had received no reply to his inquiries from Custos
Bernal, and found the matter against Patero without cause. For Concha
and Bernal, it appears that the important objective had been to get
Patero out of New Mexico as quickly as possible.
At the tum of the nineteenth century, the Franciscan missions in
New Mexico continued to offer spiritual services and the sacraments to
the Pueblo Indians, in much the same way as they had during the previous century. The role of the missionaries, however, had changed dramatically during the preceding quarter-century. Increasingly, the
Franciscans who worked in New Mexico towards the end of the eighteenth century identified with the young, dynamically evolving vecino
society, rather than their less receptive Pueblo charges. The cooperation
forged between the missionaries and their vecino parishioners accounts·
for the lack of interest in secularization or expulsion of the Franciscans
throughout the Mexican period. In marked contrast to Alta California or
Texas, the mission period in New Mexico ended in 1848 by attrition,
when the last friar, fray Mariano de Jesus Lopez, died at Isleta Pueblo. 40
In contrast to Hubert Howe Bancroft's pronouncement that began
this piece, dynamic economic growth characterized late colonial New
Mexico bringing with it complex social and cultural changes.
Franciscans, who for almost two centuries had focused on the conversion, protection, and cultural coercion of the Pueblo Indians, began to
gravitate towards vecino spiritual affairs and material aspirations.
During the 1790s, missionaries posted in New Mexico facilitated the
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work of vecino santeros who rebuilt and refurbished places of worship
for a newly dominant vecino laity., Vecinos made prosperous by the
expanding trade economy commissioned the monumental works fashioned by the early santeros and helped to expand the market for religious images into vecino home altars and oratorios. Franciscan reports
of the period justified the economic subordination of their Pueblo
charges, aiding material and social forces that vecinos had already
begun to harness in their favor and at the expense of Indian communities. The artistic legacy of the vecino santo tradition in New Mexico
attests to the deep religious faith held by a generation through the difficult decades of the eighteenth century. The history of the New
Mexican santero tradition also exposes the roots of an emergent cultural identity that vecinos defined in opposition to the Pueblo Indian communities in New Mexico.
My thanks to Gustavo Victor Golerfor providing me with his report
on the restoration ofthe reredos on the north nave ofthe parish church
at Santa Cruz (de la Canada) andfor reading an earlier version ofthis
article. In addition, Charles M. Carrillo s comments prompted some
especially important revisions in the published version. Some portions
appear in a somewhat different form and context in my forthcoming
book, From Settler to Citizen: New Mexican Economic Development
and the Creation ofVecino Society, 1750-1820 (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 2000).
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Measuring New Mexico's Irrigation Water:
How Big isa Surco?
.JOHN

O~

BAXTER

On 16 March 1905, New Mexico's legislature passed an important bill
interided to promote the development of irrigation and regulate water
use throughout the territory. For local pOliticians, national interest in
large-scale irrigation projects seemed to offer tremendous potential for
economic growth close to home. To take advantage of the boom, lawmakers crafted an updated code of water law and set up a centralized
agency for its administration. Thus, one section of the act created the
office of Territorial Irrig<:ltion Engineer (predecessor oftoday's State
Engineer), which was responsible for directing New Mexico's water
policy. Another section addressed the problem. of water measurement
by adopting the same standards accepted by adjoining states and territories. A cubic foot per second oftime (second-foot) was designated as
the official unit for determining the rate of flowing water. Smaller
quantities were to be calculated in terms of a "miner's inch," one-fiftieth part of a second-foot. 1
. Although introduction of a uniform standard was welcomed by
engineers and bureaucrats, the legislation enacted in 1905 ignored a
much older system of water measurement practiced by irrigators in
northern New Mexico for generations. Since the Spanish colonial era,
parciantes (water users) in Rio Arriba, Santa Fe, and Taos counties had
been dividing the flow from their acequias in units called surcos. Part
of a quantification plan promulgated in New Spain around 1700, the
surco is still used frequently by mayordomos (overseers) responsible
for apportioning irrigation water in community acequias. While its
exact dimensions have perplexed scholars for many years, the surco has
Author of Dividing New Mexico's Waters, 1700-1912, John O. Baxter has been
concerned with water issues in the Southwest for many years.
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remained an important element of New Mexico's acequia culture, worthy of some historical investigation.
Once they had completed the conquest of Mexico, the Spaniards
who followed Hernan Cortes began yearning for some of the creature
comforts left behind in the Old World. More than anything else, they
missed the taste of white bread made from wheat flour. Unable to persuade native farmers to give up maize, their ancestral grain crop,
Spaniards began to grow wheat themselves by conscripting Indian
laborers to do the necessary work. The newcomers soon discovered
that, in an arid environment, successful wheat production required irrigation, causing them to construct dams and canal networks for water
distribution. 2 As cultivation increased, demand for water also grew,
which caused litigation in some regions to apportion available stream
flow among contending users. Although the need for an accurate system to measure irrigation water became obvious, years passed before
colonial officials established uniform regulations. At the end of the seventeenth century, however, Jose Saenz de Escobar, a prominent mathematician and oidor Uudge) of Mexico City's audiencia (royal tribunal),
wrote a treatise entitled Libro de Ordenanzas y Medidas de Tierras y
Aguas (Book of Ordinances and Measurements of Lands and Waters),
which discussed the problem at length. 3
In this discourse and other writings, Saenz presented a set of five
areal units, some of them already in use locally, that became recognized
as the standard for water measurements throughout New Spain. Known
as a buey (ox), the largest unit approximated the amount of water flowing through the legs of an ox standing in a stream. More precisely, a
buey measured one vara (32.9 inches) squared. The other four units put
forth by Saenz were called surco, naranja, real, and paja, each one representing a fraction of the last, so that there were forty-eightsurcosin
a buey, three naranjas in a surco, eight reales in a naranja, and eighteen
pajas in a real. Too small for irrigation purposes, the naranja, real, and
paja usually measured water from public fountains for household consumption. 4 Colonial documents sometimes referred to a buey de agua,
but the surco became the customary unit for quantifying irrigation
water in New Spain. Of ancient origin, surco is a Castilian word meaning furrow derived from the Latin sulcus. 5
In 1761, don Domingo Lasso de la Vega, a priest with scientific
interests, produced an important work known as the Reglamento
General de las Medidas de las Aguas, which amplified ideas presented
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earlier by "el maestro Saenz." Published with authorization from New
Spain's viceroy, the Marques de Cruillas, the Reglamento was intended
to serve as a guide for alcaldes, justices, and surveyors confronted with
water issues. Citing scholars from antiquity, Lasso de la Vega defined a
"surco" as the space left in the earth by a plow to direct a current of
water. Offering specific dimensions, he noted that it was often used as
a measurement for making repartiniientos (water apportionments).
Based on the dimensions of a vara, as calculated by Saenz, Lasso, and
their contemporaries, a surco covered an area of twenty-seven square
inches, almost the same as the opening of a six-inch pipe. 6 Of the five
units officially sanctioned in New Spain, only the surco was introduced
into New Mexico as an accepted standard for water administration.
During the eighteenth century, officials in New Spain sOl11etimes
used the areal measurements to calculate volume of flow, an error that
persisted for many years. Because the amount of water running through
an orifice varies with the pressure exerted from above, volume cannot
be quantified without measuring stream velocity. (Quantity = Area x
Velocity.) At that time, the technology needed for accurate hydrol'ogical
measurements had not yet been imported from Europe. Acknowledging
.the problem, Saenz and his colleagues attempted to solve it by regulating stream flow. To prevent variations in volume at the point of diversion, they suggested installation of a well-crafted box, absolutely level,
and at least five varas long, ,in wpich all the outlets were placed at the
same height.?
.
As they studied the nature of water velocity, colonial scholars relied
on experiments conducted by Italian scientists during the seventeenth
century, which had been largely discredited by later research. As yet,
they had not learned about discoveries made by Henri de Pitot, a French
engineer who made major contributions to the science of hydraulics.
After studying mathematics and physics in Paris, Pitot returned to his
native Languedoc in the south of France, where he designed and built
bridges, aqueducts, and canals. In 1732, Pitot wrote an important treatise entitled Description d'Line machine pour mesurer la vitesse des
eaux courantes et Ie sWage des vaisseaux (Description ofan Apparatus
to Measure the Speed ofRunning Water and the Wake of Vessels). The
"machine" consisted of two perpendicular glass tubes-one straight,
one with a right-angle bend at the bottom-which were fastened
together and immersed in a stream. After measuring the difference in
water level between the two tubes, Pitot was able to compute the
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stream's velocity with reasonable accuracy. Regarded as a major accomplishment, his experiment received high praise all over the Continent. s
Eventually, the concept of combining units of time and volume to
quantify water intrigued scholars in Mexico City. Pondering some new
theories, Jose Antonio Alzate y Ramirez, New Spain's leading scientist,
calculated the output from the famous springs at Chapultepec in terms
of cubic inches per hour. 9 In rural areas, however, the colonial measurements remained in use long after Mexican independence. In 1842,
the traditional system received a boost when Mariano Galvan Rivera, a
prominent Mexico City publisher, printed a discourse concerning land
and water administration, Ordenanzas de Tierras y Aguas. In a chapter
on water use, Galvan presented a complex formula to measure volume,
based on the time required for a cork to float from one point to another, which was useful, but less accurate than Pitot's method. Despite its
shortcomings, the book did summarize and clarify the work of earlier
thinkers. Supplemented with charts and tables, the Ordenanzas recapitulated Saenz's areal units and reprinted Lasso de la Vega's Reglamento
verbatim, preserving these documents for later researchers. 10 Reprinted
in several editions, the book continues to be a valuable resource, still
cited frequently by attorneys and historians.
Later in the nineteenth century, other writers misconstrued the colonial measurements and, in time, assigned them definite values. II
Subsequently, their mistakes gained credence through a paper dealing
with weights and measures in New Spain published in 1949 in an
. American journal by Manuel Carrera Stampa, a professor of economic
history at Mexico's War College. Depending on a definition·· first
advanced by Saenz, Carrera stated that a paja de agua running at an
urban location would produce one cuartillo (pint) each minute. From
this trickle, he extrapolated measures of volume for the other units and
then converted them into U. S. quarts (or gallons) per minute. Carrera
Stampa further suggested that irrigators in New Spain depended on
these units to quantify water use, a conclusion accepted recently by
some well-known historians. 12
In Mexico, the old measures continued in use into the twentieth century. During the Porfiriato, government agencies striving to promote
economic growth regarded the traditional system for water gauging as a
nuisance and an obstacle to modernization. In 1899, for example, engineers employed by the Ministry of Development attempted to determine
water rights for the Atoyac and Nexapa rivers in the state of Puebla
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before licensing a large hydroelectric power project. Because the original water allocations· of the colonial era had been designated in surcos,
they were unabie to decide if a surplus existed for industrial use. At last,
in 1906, after a prolonged investigation, engineer Ramon de Ibarrola
recommended approval, but with full protection for historic rights. Flow
from the rivers would be apportioned among a large number of agricultural, industrial, and municipal users through a series of carefully measured openings fed by a canal with a very gentle gradient, a system quite.
similar to that proposed by Saenz two hundred years earlier.!3
When Spanish colonists came to New Mexico in 1598, they introduced traditional institutions of water management that had been forged
long before in Europe and the New World. Within days of their arrival
at the pueblo Of San Juan, the settlers who accompanied Juan de Onate
constructed of a large acequia to supply farmlands and household
needs, a procedure repeated whenever new communities were founded. 14 As New Mexico's population grew, competition for water between
Hispanos and Pueblo Indians, and between rival groups of settlers, also
increased. Although government authorities often mediated disputes
concerning equitable apportionment during the colonial era, repartimientos of water were usually allocated in specific periods of time,
instead of units of volume. Litigation at the pueblo of Tesuque during
the l770s illustrates the point. To resolve an allocation disagreement
between the Indians and the Benavides family, who farmed nearby,
Governor Pedro Fermin de Mendinueta established a schedule in which
the Hispanos received water for twenty-four hours every eight days.
Subsequently, Mendinueta's successors adjusted the schedule somewhat, but they continued to divide the flow in units of time. ls In colonial documents, no references to a surco as a definite quantity of water
have been found until late in the eighteenth century. In 1783, Governor
Juan Bautista de Anza intervened in a long-standing quarrel that
involved Felipe Romero, Grabiel Ortega and Juan Medina, prominent
landowners at Chimayo. Years before, Romerohad sold some irrigated
land to Ortega, who then discovered that Medina intended to deny him
use of the acequia system, which served the adjoining properties. On
orders from Anza, the local alcalde arranged a final settlement, awarding Ortega ditch access and rights to one surco of water. 16
Later, after Mexico had gained independence from Spain, government officials sometimes received petitions from settlers seeking grants
of irrigable land in which water requirements were expressed in surcos.
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In 1825, for example, Jose Francisco Baca y Pino, together with two
other Santa Fe residents, asked Governor Antonio Narbona to award
them 4,000 varas of unoccupied land south of the city near Galisteo. To
feed their families, the three petitioners also requested a surco of water
from the stream - enough, they said, for a small piece offarmland (una
corta Javor).]7 Several years later, local authorities faced a similar situ":
ation north of Taos. On 27 July 1829, Juan Ballejos and fifteen associates appealed to Alcalde Juan Antonio Lovato for mediation of a thorny
problem. The petitioners wished to settle a large tract on the Desmontes
plain west ofArroyo Seco, but needed to assure themselves of a reliable
source of irrigation water. They asked Lovato to help them negotiate an
agreement with owners of the Cuchilla acequia, a major ditch that
brought water from the Rio Hondo up the south side of the canyon to
cultivated fields above. After some bargaining, the ditch builders
allowed the newcomers to share the acequia under certain conditions
that assured their continued dominance in administration. First,
Ballejos and his friends must recognize that the original owners held a
prior right to six surcos of water at all times. Second, to simplify distribution, the newcomers must divert their share through a separate lateral to be constructed. Third, the petitioners must agree to widen the
ditch to accommodate increased flow and accept responsibility for regular maintenance thereof. 18 The close linkage between land and water
resources is obvious.
.
At Taos, rivalry for limited water supplies intensified during the
nineteenth century, as settlers like Ballejos continued to spread out and
develop new agricultural lands. Faced with a series of allocation disputes, officials found that the community understood surco measurements and accepted their use in resolving water administration problems. To illustrate the complex relationship between growth and water
distribution, the long struggle for rights to the Rio Lucero provides an
excellent case study. Rising high in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, the
Lucero runs south across a wide plain, passes west of Taos Pueblo, and
then joins the Rio Pueblo near Don Fernando de Taos plaza. From time
immemorial, Indians from the pueblo have regarded the river as their
own, but, after Spaniards settled nearby, they found ways to share its
flow with the vecinos of Don Fernando and Los Estiercoles (today's El
Prado). Conflict erupted after 1815, however, when a group of
Hispanos led by Mariano Sanches and Felipe Gonzales founded a new
community known as Arroyo Seco on the plain northwest of the
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Lucero.. Claiming ownership through a grant made in 1745 by
Governor Joaquin Codallos y Rabal, the promoters offered tracts of
farmland for anyone willing to clear brush and dig acequias for irrigation. Needing a supplement for Arroyo Seco's skimpy water supply, the
pobladoresconstructed a ditch from the Lucero and then asserted the
right to divert much of its flow.
As the acequia's volume increased, water users at the pueblo and
the Hispano villages downstream protested loudly to the governor in
Santa Fe, who retUrned the case to the Taos ayuntamiento (municipal
council), insisting that water problems must be settled locally. On 30
December 1823, council members issued a ruling intended to resolve
the question of priority. After careful deliberation, the ayuntamiento
ruled that, based on ancient usage, the pueblo of Taos possessed first
rights in the Lucero, followed by farmers at Don Fernando, who had
received permission to use the river's surplus by a gubernatorial decree
in 1797. Arroyo Seco's claim was not completely denied, however.
Recalling a mandate from the Mexican Congress to promote agricultural growth, the council granted the new community a single surco of
water when streamflow was ample so that plantings needed to sustain
its citizens would not be IOSt.1 9
Thus, the ayuntamiento settled the priority issue, at least temporarily, but what did the allocation mean in practical terms? How did New
Mexicans measure a surco in everyday use? The continuing dispute
over water rights in the Rio Lucero provides some clues. Following the
settlement of 1823, the pueblo of Taos attempted to monitor Arroyo
Seco's diversion from the river. In 1890, during further litigation of the
same issue, witnesses testified that the Indians installed a Mexican cartwheel at the ditch mouth and measured Arroyo Seco's surco through the
central opening. 20 Although the arrangement may have been unique, it
provides some evidence for defining a surco's dimensions.
Examination of two historic cartwheels presently exhibited at the
Palace of the Governors in .Santa Fe indicated a diameter of approximately six inches at the hub for one and eight inches for the other.
Photographs from archives at the Museum of New Mexico suggest similar dimensions for wheels on other carretas of the same design. With a
diameter of six inches, the aperture in the first wheel has an area of
approximately twenty-seven square inches, exactly equal to the surco
designated by Saenz de Escobar in the early 1700s. The second wheel,
however, has an area of approximately fifty square-inches, more than

. 403

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 75:3

eighty percent larger than the historical valuation. 21 The surco, therefore, must be regarded as a flexible measurement determined by individual judgment. All the more elusive since administrators had no way
to accurately calculate velocity, the same problem daunting earlier
water experts.
Undismayed by the lack of a precise definition, irrigators continued
to partition water in terms of surcos after the United States conquest of
New Mexico in 1846. As specified by the Kearny Code, a collection of
laws drafted. for the new territorial government, county probate courts
became responsible for water issues, although minor problems were
first heard by justices of the peace. 22 Usually members of the Hispano
elite, probate judges were very familiar with irrigation customs within
their jurisdictions. In 1864, for example, Judge Juan Santistevan of Taos
County attempted to settle the continuing dispute that divided Hispano
water users on the Rio Lucero. After hearing testimony from witnesses
representing Arroyo Seco and the downstream villages, Santistevan
made an allocation based on seasonal variations in the river's flow.
When the Lucero carried fifteen surcos, Arroyo Seco received three;
when there were ten surcos, the allotment dropped to two; at eight surcos, Arroyo Seco was allowed only one, but that was to remain fixed
under all conditions. 23 Clearly, the decree improved Arroyo Seco's situation, at least temporarily. Several years later, Santistevan's successor,
Judge Pedro Sanchez, divided the Rio Pueblo in similar fashion
between natives of the pueblo and farmers at Don Fernando, allotting
the latter a minimum share of two surcos to be delivered into the
Acequia Madre under supervision of the county sheriff. 24
Although the local judiciary could easily stipulate a repartimiento
in surcos, making an accurate division on the ditch bank required considerable judgment and expertise for mayordomos and other officials.
In 1856, parciantes of two acequias serving the Desmontes plain west
of Arroyo Seco failed to agree on an equitable distribution of water
delivered through the Cuchilla ditch, a common canal from the Rio
Hondo. To avoid costly litigation, representatives of the Revalse and
Desmontes ditches asked Father Antonio Jose Martinez, the famed
nationalist priest, and his foster son, Santiago Valdes, to help them reconcile their differences. After extended consultation, the two juezes
arbitros proposed an allotment of three surcos for the Revalse, subject
to reduction in times of extreme drought. To ensure a scrupulous measurement, arbitrators insisted that "the three surcos will be regulated by
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two impartial men, and those surcos will contain the amount of water
that, since antiquity, has been known by custom as a surco." When they
first delivered the water, the two experts were ordered to make an
indelible mark, presumably on the dividing box, so that the quantity in
each ditch could not be changed without detection. 25
Beginning about 1880, territorial district courts increasingly supplanted county probate courts as the primary venue for litigating water
disputes in New Mexico. Since district court judges were usually political appointe'es from eastern states, the shift resulted in more formal
procedures in the courtroom and less concern for local custom in water
administration. Court records indicate, however, that old traditions persisted, including use of surcos as units of measurement. As a result,
Anglo attorneys and judges who expected precise definitions were
sometimes puzzled. In 1898, during a lawsuit in Rio Arriba County to
determine control of the Acequia del Llano at Truchas, Pedro Jose
Gallegos, a ditch commissioner, informed the court that irrigators there
had calculated the Rio Quemado's flow in sutcos (rendered as "furrows" by court translators). When asked under cross-examination to
explain further, the witness replied vaguely that a surco comprised
"what one man can use to irrigate; they are very small." Later, he added
that Truchas mayordomos usually apportioned water "just by sight."26
Although an accurate definition remained difficult, parciantes in the
north continued to quantify water volume in surcos during litigation.
Occasionally, they also employed the old measures when recording
valuable water rights with territorial officials. In 1902, for example,
Antonio Romero of Lower Ranchitos in a declaration to the clerk of
Taos County claimed an exclusive ownership of the Acequia de los
Alamitos and a right to one surco of water from the Rio Pueblo.27
As water litigation became more frequent, jurists and technicians
looked for a way to bridge the cultural gap and make the surco more
comprehensible to outsiders. In 1904, irrigators at Ojo Sarco and Las
Trampas initiated a lawsuit in Taos County District Court to partition
the Rio de las Trampas and its tributary, the Rio San Leonardo. In their
bill of complaint, the Ojo Sarco people computed the flow of the Rio
de las Trampas in surcos, "according to the usual and customary
method of measuring water in the Territory of New Mexico." On the
other hand, the defendants, residents of El Valle and Vallecito, denied
that any uniformity existed. Represented by A. B. Renehan, a prominent Santa Fe attorney, their answer alleged that, "a surco has no defi-
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nite or fixed meaning and that the significance thereof varies in different parts of the territory." To determine the facts and expedite a settlement, the parties approved the appointment of Hugh S. Du Val, a professional engineer, as a special commissioner responsible for determining the water needs of each community.28 During a field investigation,
Du Val measured the flow of several acequias in cubic feet per second
and was amazed to discover from local residents that, in each case, the
quantity metered was exactly equal to the same number of surcos. 29
Since a second-foot of water is several times larger than a surco, Du
Val's report was open to criticism, but the court found his conclusions
useful forreaching an agreement in accord with both local tradition and
modem technology.
.
After some deliberation, Judge John R. McFie divided flow from
the two streams in cubic feet per second, declaring them equal with surcos, as Du Val had done. In a detailed decree, McFie ruled that
the Acequias del Valle, the Acequias de las Trampas, and the
Acequias del Vallecito are entitled to and hereby are given for
their sole and separate use and benefit, jointly, at all times, eight
cubic feet, that is to say eight surcos of the flow of the Rio de las
Trampas, as the original and prior appropriators of said waters.
Next, he allocated "seven cubic feet, that is to say, seven surcos of
water," from the San Leonardo to Ojo Sarco, and then awarded "onehalf cubic foot or smco" to EI Diamante, a tiny village at the head of
the valley. At last, Judge McFie had made the surco a true measure of
value with a stroke of his pen. To apportion water among the interested
communities, however, the judge ordered installation of weirs in the
stream bed in accordance to Du Val's recommendations. Exact dimensions were to be determined by the Territorial Engineer.3°
For a few years, McFie's edict equating surcos and second-feet
gained some credence, although the territorial legislature had already
passed the bill that made the latter New Mexico's official measure of
water volume. Thus, in 1909, when Demetrio Rivera filed a declaration
of water rights from the Vallecitos River in Rio Arriba County, he
claimed that his ditch, the Acequia de los Jacquez, had a capacity of
"about one surco or second foot of water."3! Soon thereafter, a lawsuit
to partition the Rio Capulin on the county's west side near Gallina
appeared on Judge McFie's docket, with A. B. Renehan representing
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the plaintiffs. At Las Trampas, Renehan had denied existence of precise
dimensions for a surco, but later accepted the judge's supposition. To
begin his case, the attorney described the flow of the Capulin, month by
month, in surcos, after declaring that they exactly equaled cubic feet per
second. As he continued, Renehan began to confuse the terms, calculating the duty of water needed for successful irrigation in that area in
second-feet and the rights of the various acequias in surcos. Eventually,
however, the opposing parties managed to cut through the verbiage and
agree to regulate distribution by means of a timetable. 32
Subsequently, the concept of equivalent values reappeared occasionally during legal proceedings, but, after 1905, the measures of volume adapted by the legislature were gradually accepted throughout
New Mexico, even in the Rio Arriba. On 7 April 1935, commissioners
from all the acequias heading in the Rio Grande del Rancho, met at
Ranchos de Taos to divide the river's flow for the coming season, a
yearly ritual. After some discussion, they allocated'58 1/3 miners inch~
es to the Acequia Madre, 40 inches to the Acequia del Finado Francisco
Martinez, and 26 2/3 inches to be apportioned among smaller ditches. 33
Of course, many mayordoinos and ditch commissioners responsible for
local administration had little interest in change and continued to distribute water according to custom, just as their predecessors had done
for generations. Nevertheless, the question of the surco's size arose
once in a while during litigation and continued to baffle the uninitiated.
In 1948, an interesting case originated at Cebolla in northern Rio
Arriba County after a group of farmers petitioned the State Engineer for
a permit to divert a large amount of unappropriated water from the Rito
de la Cienega Redonda. The applicants, both newcomers and longtime
residents of the area, planned to share a common diversion with the
Alto acequia, which had been in service for many years. Denying the
existence of any excess flow, several upstream users who claimed early
priorities of use, requested a public hearing to settle the issue. During
testimony at the Tierra Amarilla courthouse before Assistant State
Engineer Arthur F. Brown, some older citizens described the Alto's
capacity in surcos. When asked to explain his meaning, one witness
replied that a surco "is just enough water for one man to handle," a
response that brought heated objections from the petitioners' attorney,
Henry J. Guthmann. Complaining that the definition was too vague,
Guthmann insisted that the testimony be stricken from the court record.
Brown failed to sustain the objection but commented sharply, "I would
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like testimony as to the amount of water [diverted] in any kind of language I can understand."34 Later, Guthmann again demanded clarification after Sixto Alire, a prominent landowner, indicated streamflow in
surcos. Alire answered, "I have been an interpreter all my life, and I
haven't found a dictionary to interpret that [word]. However, it approximates a trough eight inches by five inches; forty cubic [sic] inches is
what I call a surco, about' as much as I could handle." Still probing,
Guthmann then asked for an equivalent in acre feet, but the witness said
simply, "I can't figure that. "35
At the end of the hearing, the question remained unresolved, but
Brown made some calculations of his own before handing down a decision that granted a permit to the applicants. In a comprehensive
"Findings and Order" issued 23 March 1949, the engineer included a
section that awarded two of the litigants a prior right to two surcos of
water for the Cienega Redonda, declaring them equal in volume to one
cubic foot per second. 36 Ironically, the recipients were clients of
Guthmann, who had vigorously opposed use of the "s-word" throughout the proceedings. By his ruling, Brown had again prescribed an artificial value for the surco to solve a judicial conundrum, just as McFie
had done forty years earlier.
Although irrigators from northern New Mexico still use the surco
to measure water distributed each day, its size may vary from one community to the next. In December 1996, the State Engineer Office conducted hearings at Chimayo and Santa Cruz so that older parciantes
with long experience could record traditional customs of acequia management in the Santa Cruz watershed. From Cordova to La Mesilla,
mayordomos and ditch commissioners came, to discuss recognized procedures for allocating water, electing officers, and organizing workers
for annual spring cleaning and maintenance. Several officials, past and
present, said that they often estimated stream flow and apportioned
water in surcos, but when asked to explain, their responses varied widely. Robert Vigil of Chimayo stated that, while the dimensions were
"flexible," a surco provided "enough to water a good-sized piece of
alfalfa." A former mayordomo from Cordova, Joe Romero, Jr., said that
the four community ditches there received equal shares of one surco
from the Rio Quemado, which approximated "a square foot" for each.
As the hearings continued, the testimony suggested that every locality
perceived the surco in its own way.
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Clearly, we can conclude that the surco has been an elastic measurement throughout its lorig history. Since Saenz de Escobar composed
his first treatise in New Spain, experts have failed to agree on a precise
definition. From time to time, governmental authorities have assigned
arbitrary values for a surco, decrees that have never been accepted in
the countryside. Conversely, irrigators in northern New Mexico rarely
determine water quantity for daily use insecond-feet or miner's inches,
the terms mandated by the legislature. For mayordomos, commissioners, and parciantes in acequia communities, the surco continues to be a
convenient means to measure flowing water for irrigated farming.
Perhaps its flexibility explains why the surco, like the acequia system
itself, remains deeply imbedded in the region's traditional culture. 37
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Page 396 of the seventeenth-century biblical commentary bearing the
inscription of fray Miguel Mufiiz.
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The New Mexico Martyrs' Book
ELEANOR B. ADAMS

I brought this book from Old Mexico to New Mexico and gave
it to Father Preacher fray Antonio Carboneli. From him, it
passed to the use of Father Maestro fray Francisco Corvera.
Both died at the hands of the Indians in the uprising of the year
1696. This book remained in the possession of those apostate
Indians, and they tore 214 [2417] pages from it. Afterwards, the
Reverend Father fray Diego de Chavarria ransomed and rescued it from captivity. From his care, in this year 1699, it came
into my use for the second time.
fray Miguel Muiiiz [de Luna]
Not a chronicle of New Mexico's Franciscan martyrs, this book was
instead a seventeenth-century biblical commentary owned by two of
them and subsequently mutilated beyond ready identification.
Local headquarters of the Franciscan Custody of the Conversion of
St. Paul of New Mexico resided at the pueblo of Santo Domingo. The
custody's library and other books at the missions or in the keeping of
individual friars or citizens during the Spanish colonial period have
long since disappeared. Some perished as a result of the Pueblo Indian
uprisings of 1680 and 1696, the end of the Franciscan era in New
Mexico, or floods and other natural disasters over the years.
Fortunately, we do have some idea of the reading matter available
tothe religious and to literate colonists. There are two lists of the largest
and most important collection, the Franciscan library, dated 1776 and
About Eleanor B. Adams, a former editor of the New Mexico Historical Review,
see the lead article in this issue, pages 304-19.
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1788. 1 Moreover, in the late 1930s, a contemporary Franciscan, Fray
Angelico Chavez, discovered at Santo Domingo some thirty-odd volumes that may well have been part of the old custodial library.
In response to your query concerning certain very old mission volumes, this is what I recall after so many years. In June
1937, I arrived in Pena Blanca as my first parish assignment.
The Santo Domingo Indians, who were part of the parish, were
under an episcopal interdict at the time, following dissensions
they had two years before with a new Archbishop of Santa Fe,
[Rudolph A.] Gerken by name.
Although all religious ministrations were thus banned in
the Santo Domingo church, I made it a point of visiting the
pueblo's families, and especially their leaders, and in time I
began winning their good will and affection. On Sunday afternoons the children, as well as some adults, began coming to the
church to listen to my talks on basic religious topics.
As time went by, the governors and their councils began
asking me to intercede with the "Wispi" (Obispo), so that they
could have Mass and their babies baptized.... Finally I did ...
and [the bishop] said that he himself would personally lift the
interdict with all kinds of fanfare. This he did with great pomp
on an August 4th, the patronal feast of Santo Domingo. If I
remember correctly, it took place in 1940, the occasion of the
Coronado Cuarto-Centennial. (On the following Sunday afternoon, I baptized 97 children, ranging from infants to kids five
years old; the adults and leaders expressed their affection for
me more than ever before.)
Ever since my arrival three years before, I had noticed a
number of old Missals and Breviaries which lay piled up inside
a low cabinet inside the sacristy, as well as two old Mexican
chalices of solid silver which I began using at the altar after the
interdict was lifted. Then, to my great surprise, the governor
and his men offered no objection when I proposed taking both
the volumes and the chalices to Pena Blanca! I had expected a
different response.
Then came the war, when I left Pena Blanca to serve as an
army chaplain in 1943. When I returned years later, I discovered that both the volumes and the chalices had been sent to
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Provincial Franciscan Headquarters in Cincinnati. From there,
I presume, the volumes must have been transferred to their
main College or Seminary of St. Leonard in nearby Dayton. 2
In the mid-1960s, Lincoln B. Spiess, a musicologist from
Washington University, who was particularly interested in liturgical
books, heard about these volumes and traced them to St. Leonard
College. At his insistence, they were given to the Museum of New
Mexico and are preserved today in the Museum of International Folk
Art, Santa Fe. Later, Spiess published a listing of the books. 3 Most are
from the eighteenth century, but a few earlier items indicate that some
may have survived the Pueblo Revolt of 1680 as well as the 1696 uprising. Many are in bad condition. The mutilated volume referred to
above-an unidentified, seventeenth-century biblical commentary or
concordance-is perhaps the most interesting of all because of its association with four Franciscan friars who served in New Mexico at the
time of the reconquest and the uprising of 1696, in which two of them
.
lost their lives. 4
The year of don Oiego de Vargas Zapata Ponce de Leon's reconquest of the rebellious kingdom of New Mexico on the far northern
frontier of New Spain is usually given as 1692. Some of us who are
familiar with the voluminous documentation for the period are inclined
to feel that this is misleading. It is true that after some show of resistance many apostate Indians submitted to don Diego during his reconnaissance in the autumn of that year, but later events were to show that
they were mostly biding their time. s
Vargas, howe~er, confident of his triumph, undertook to return with
a colonizing expedition in 1693. He set out from El Paso in October
with a train of more than seventy families (including young and old,.
women and children), eighteen Franciscan friars, and a force of one
hundred soldiers. One may admire his daring and determination, but
deplore his rashness in exposing this motley crew to the rigors of such
an expedition on the strength of his short acquaintance with this remote
area and its native inhabitants, who had shown their mettle thirteen
years before when they drove the Spaniards from the province in 1680.
Nevertheless, Vargas did have apparent success at first, retaking in
battle the villa of Santa Fe, then occupied by apostates, at the end of
December. Several more months and fierce confrontations were to pass
before comparative quiet reigned elsewhere in the province.

417

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 75:3

Meanwhile, in the bitter winter weather, the colonists and friars were
suffering great hardships for lack of adequate supplies, which the
Indians were ill equipped to supplement.
By September 1694, it was finally possible to think of reestablishing some missions and assigning friars to them. Fray Francisco de
Vargas, no close relative of the governor, had arrived from EI Paso with
four more Franciscans who were also placed in mission pueblos. Father
Vargas was custos (superior) of the New Mexico custody. At the end of
the year, he asked for progress reports. At this point, most of the friars
were reasonably satisfied with their neophytes, although they were
finding it difficult to wean them from their traditional customs. The
missionaries nonetheless looked to the future with cautious optimism.
During 1695, more settlers came, lands were distributed, and in
April a new settlement, La Villa Nueva de Santa Cruz de Espanoles
Mexicanos del Rey Nuestro Senor Carlos Segundo, now Santa Cruz,
was founded at a site that Tano Indians had occupied after the Revolt of
1680. By Governor Vargas's order, these Indians were forced to
move-an act that scarcely served to endear the Spanish intruders to
them. By November, conditions were becoming desperate. Winter was
near, the crops had failed, food and clothing were in shorter supply than
ever, and there were rumors of possible French incursions from the east.
In the pueblos, the missionaries, who had more knowledge of and
day-to-day contact with the Indians, were seriously alarmed by indications of an insurrection to come. Early in 1696, things seemed to quiet
down, but only briefly, for by March there were even more ominous
signs of trouble. In reports to and meetings with their superior, Father
Vargas, the Franciscans gave compelling reasons for their suspicions.
The custos petitioned Governor Vargas for armed guards to be stationed
at the pueblos. Although the governor believed that the friars' fears
were exaggerated and expressed his skepticism in terms they considered contemptuous, he did undertake some minimal aid. At the same
time, he pointed out that he did not have sufficient forces to do more,
and this was true. The reconqueror did not scruple to exert a kind of
moral pressure on the friars by suggesting that, if they abandoned the
missions, their actions would only serve to encourage rebellion. 6
Finally, on 4 June 1696, the dissidents struck. Five missionaries and
twenty-one Spanish settlers suffered death at the hands of the rebels,
churches were desecrated, and the perpetrators fled into the sierras. A
few pueblos remained loyal to the Spaniards, but for many months
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Governor Vargas had his work cut out for him in restoring order
throughout the kingdom. Not until 31 July did he report the disaster to
the authorities in Mexico City. 7
As to the New Mexico martyrs themselves, fray Antonio Carbonel.
and fray Francisco Corvera were among the more than two dozen casualties on 4 June 1696. Father Carbonel, to whom fray Miguel Muniz de
Luna had given our book, was a Spaniard who had arrived in Mexico
with a company of missionary recruits in 1687. He accompanied don
Diego de Vargas to New Mexico in 1693 and served as chaplain to the
men-at-arms in 1694. In September of that year, he was assigned to San
Felipe, then transferred on 27 November to Cochiti, where the Indians
had already built a chapel and a dwelling for the friar. In 1695 and
1696, he was at Nambe for a time and later at Taos. He also served as
a definitor, or councilman, of the custody.
Carbonel was killed at San Cristobal by Tano Pueblo Indians along
with their minister, fray Jose de Arbizu. The two bodies were found
lying outside the convento and later buried in the church. Carbonel had
predicted the uprising, and although he had no romantic desire for martyrdom, he faced it in .the hope of saving a few souls and forestalling
the desecration of sacred objects.
Fray Francisco Corvera, to whom Carbonel had passed on the commentary, was a creole from Manila who made his profession in the
Convento Grande of the Franciscan Province of the Holy Gospel in
Mexico City on 8 February 1684. He arrived in El Paso with Governor
Vargas in 1691. Although Corvera had some differences with the governor in the summer of 1692, he accompanied him to the interior as
chaplain of the army and president of the Franciscans and played an
active role in the doings of that year. Fray Francisco rode again with
Vargas in 1693 and became missionary at San Ildefonso and Jacona in
October 1694.
Corvera soon made himself familiar with the Tewa Pueblo language of his charges. We have a number letters and statements from his
pen about conditions in his pueblos and his increasing apprehension
about the Indians' state of mind. Although things seemed to be going
well for a while, in December of 1695 Father Corvera was extremely
suspicious. Concealing himself in a buffalo robe, he hid by a kiva at
night to gather what inforination he could overhear about plans for
.
rebellion.
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By early spring 1696,Corvera had convinced himselfofthe gloomy
outlook, as is evident from his reply to the 9 March circular of Custos
Vargas. 8 Fray Francisco died at San Ildefonso on 4 June. He and fray
Antonio Moreno ofNambe were shut up in a cell and suffocated from
sm.oke inhalation when the Indians set fire to the church and convento.
The original bearer of the book to New Mexico, fray Miguel Muiiiz
de Luna, was guardian of the El Paso missions in 1696. Born in Pueb1a,
New Spain, he had professed there on 13 February 1684. By 1697, he
was serving at Zia, one of the pueblos allied with Governor Vargas. We
have references to his services in New Mexico from then until as late
as 1729. He was considered by his brethren an accomplished man of
great learning and piety.
.
Fray Diego de Chavarria, who "ransomed" the ill-treated commentary, was a native of Tacuba in the Valley of Mexico who professed in
the Convento Grande on 6 March 1679. He began serving in the El
Paso district in the late 1680s and was still there in 1693. During the
perilous years preceding the uprising of 1696, Chavarria was at Taos for
a time, but was forced to leave for lack of a sufficient armed guard. In
1696, he became chaplain to Vargas's campaign force and was acting
custos during fray Francisco de Vargas's absence about 1697-98. The
year he found the book, 1699, he was stationed at Cochiti. After 1701,
Father Chavarria apparently returned to the El Paso area as missionary
to the Sumas, whose language he knew. 9
Evidently her last historical writing, Adams considered this briefessay little more than a footnote, albeit a fascinating one. She prepared it in the midI980s as a contribution to a proposed volume honoring her old friend, the late
Jose Porma Turanzas, renowned publisher and bookseller in Mexico City and
later in Spain. When the original projectfaltered, Professor W Michael Mathes
volunteered to resurrect it as volume 50 (forthcoming) of the Coleccion
Chimalistac. It is through his courtesy that this version of Eleanor B. Adams s
"The New Mexico Martyrs' Book" appears in the New Mexico Historical
Review as well. Pertinent additions to her notes have been added in italics. JLK.
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NOTES
1. Eleanor B. Adams .and France V. Scholes, "Books in New Mexico,
1598-1680," New Mexico Historical Review 17 (July 1942),226-70; Adams,
"Two Colonial New Mexico Libraries, 1704, 1776," New Mexico Historical
Review 19 (April 1944), 135-67; and Adams and Fray Angelico Chavez, The
Missions of New Mexico, 1776: A Description by Fray Francisco Atanasio
Dominguez with Other Contemporary Documents (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1956, 1975).
2. Fray Angelico Chavez to Eleanor B. Adams, Santa Fe, 24 April 1984
[present location unknown]. About the multifaceted Father Chavez, who died
in 1996, see Ellen McCracken, ed., Fray Angelico Chavez: Poet, Priest, and
Artist (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2000).
3.Lincoln Bunce Spiess, "A Group of Books from Colonial New Mexico,"
in Marta Weigle, ed., Hispanic Arts and Ethnohistory in the Southwest: New
Papers Inspired by the Work of E. Boyd (Santa Fe, N.M.: Ancient City Press,
1983),358-77.
4. Spiess, "A Group of Books" (no. 16), 370. Spiess s description reads in
part: "In sexto. No covers or title page. Preserved pages: pp. 241-878; p. 241
headed 'Ad Librum 3. Regum.' In Latin. Typography: roman, black. Size 19.7
em. x 29.7 em. Museum of New Mexico accession number: A.65.51-16."
5. See J. Manuel Espinosa, Crusaders of the Rio Grande: The Story of
Don Diego de Vargas and the Reconquest and Refounding of New Mexico
(Chicago: Institute of Jesuit History, 1942). And the more recent Vargas Series
from the University of New Mexico Press: John L. Kessell, ed., Remote
Beyond Compare: Letters of don Diego de Vargas to His Family from New
Spain and New Mexico, 1675-1706 (1989); Kessell and Rick Hendricks, eds.,
By Force of Arms: The Journals of don Diego de Vargas, New Mexico,
1691-93 (1992); Kessell, Hendricks, and Meredith D. Dodge,. eds., To the
Royal Crown Restored: The Journals of don Diego de Vargas, New Mexico,
1692-94 (1995); Kessell, Hendricks, and Dodge, eds., Blood on the Boulders:
The Journals of don Diego de Vargas, New Mexico, 1694.:...97 (1998); and
Kessell, Hendricks, Dodge, and Larry D. Miller, eds., That Disturbances
Cease: The Journals of don Diego de Vargas, New Mexico, 1697-1700 (2000).
6. For the early signs, events, and aftermath of the Pueblo uprising of
1696, see J. Manuel Espinosa, ed., The Pueblo Indian Revolt of 1696 and the
Franciscan Missions in New Mexico: Letters of the Missionaries and Related
Documents (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1988). Adams had prepared a documentary edition of these materials in Spanish for Porrua in
Mexico City, but because offinancial constraints, it was never published.
7. Espinosa, Pueblo Indian Revolt, 257-80. Adams appended to her original version of this essay the letter offray Francisco de Vargas to fray Miguel
Muniz de Luna, Santa Fe, 21 July 1696, in Spanish transcription. She allud.ed
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in a note to Father Vargas's two letters of the same date to his superiors in
Mexico City "more detailed, more formal, and, not surprisingly, more
restrained in their references to Governor Vargas. " All three are translated in
Espinosa, 243-57.
8. In a second appendix, Adams provided a Spanish transcript of Corvera 's
reply to Father Vargas, San lldefonso, 10 March 1696, characterizing it as "an
example of the missionaries' point of view and well-founded reasoning as
opposed to Governor Vargas's reluctance to face facts." It too is translated in
Espinosa, Pueblo Indian Revolt, 181-83.
9. It would not be feasible to cite here the sources of all the scattered data
in mission, provincial, and other records upon which the biographical information about these friars is based.
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Madres del Verbo/Mothers of the Word: Early Spanish-American Women
Writers, A Bilingual Anthology. Edited and translated by Nina M. Scott.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1999. xviii + 395 pp.
Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $65.00 cloth, $24.95 paper.)

While intelligence, education, courage, and a sense of justice have never
been a guarantee of happiness and respect, this was particularly true for
women in early Spanish America as illustrated by the work and lives of the
nine women included in Professor Nina Scott's bilingual anthology. All were
limited by their gender, and all faced that obstacle and others as intelligent
individuals. The resulting texts, accessible to readers in Spanish and English
with insightful introductory essays by the editor, offer a new asset to classes in
Spanish-American Literature, Women's Studies, courses on culture and the
Americas, as well as to the general reader. No longer pushed into the margins,
these voices have acquired more value in our inclusive age.
Most texts are autobiographical. All are by middle- or upper-class white
women, who were the ones. with access to books and publishers in their eras.
From the hardy survivor of early colonies in Argentina and Paraguay, the transvestite warrior, and two famous sixteenth-century nuns to the nin'eteenth-century women who managed to survive by their pens, these women did not have
easy lives. Despite the frequently severe restrictions placed on women, the
writers showcased did assert their personalities, their thoughts, and their verbal skills with authority and intelligence. Examples of their work include four
pieces from the colonial era and five from the nineteenth century. (The neoclassical poetry and essays of the eighteenth century were excluded from this
anthology for stylistic and thematic reasons.)
Isabel de Guevara participated in the hardships of settling in Buenos Aires
and Asuncion in the l530s. Her letter to Princess Juana in 1556, detailing her
services and requesting a reward for her efforts, is a rare testimony of women
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in such a role. The language in the autobiography of Catalina de Erauso,
known as La Monja Alferez, the ensign nun, is less formal, giving a flat
account of her adventurous life (including her escape from a convent, travel to
the New World from Spain, the brawling, and even the killing of her own
brother) with little introspection.
Perhaps the best-known author represented is Sor Juana Ines de la
Cruz, a superb poet who waged a lifelong and ultimately futile struggle
for intellectual freedom from inside a cloister. Another nun, the highly
spiritual Colombian Madre Francisca Josefa de Castillo, by contrast,
seems more comfortable writing devotional meditations than writing
about her own life at the request of a superior.
The nineteenth-century writers, Gertrudis Gomez de Avellaneda, Juana
Manuela Garriti, Mercedes Cabello de Carbonera, Teresa Gonzalez de
Fanning, and Soledad Acosta de Samper, wrote in an era when male writers
were exploring the concept of national identities in the Americas. These
women, who faced more immediate issues, such as how to make a living as a
widow, wrote with passion about education for women and the freedom to earn
their own way in the world.
The title of the anthology comes from Sor Juana's allusion to the Virgin
Mary as "Madre del Verbo" (Mother of the Word). This is the opposite of
silence, and by extension, of submission. We are fortunate to have the words
of these women who were not silenced, and whose words were not lost during
the many years they were undervalued. Professor Scott has rendered a service
in bringing them into the spotlight.
Jeanie Puleston Fleming
Santa Fe, New Mexico
Portraits of Basques in the New World. Edited by Richard W. Etulain and
Jeronima Echeverria. (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1999. xvi + 305 pp.
Illustrations, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $31.95 cloth.)

The Boise, Idaho, area proudly claims to have the largest concentration of
Basques outside of their homeland in the Pyrenees Mountains of Spain and
France. This fine anthology of thirteen biographical essays not only deals with
the Boise Basque experience but with the rest of the American West (and early
Mexico) as well. Beginning with explorers and colonizers, such as Juan de
Ofiate and Juan Bautista de Anza, and pioneer California and Nevada rancher
Pedro Altube, acclaimed as "Father of the Basques of the American West," the
lineup then shifts to notable figures in Western development, including John
B. Archabal of Idaho, whose rags-to-riches success story placed him among
America's most prominent sheepmen. One of the most appealing essays is
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Renee Tihista's lively personal "confessions" as a teenage sheepherder in eastern Montana. The third part concerns modem examples who have excelled in
mainstream America while maintaining their cultural ties. Among them are
Juanita "Jay" Hormaechea of Boise and her hugely successful promotion of
Basque dancing; Nevada's Robert Laxalt, the leading Basque novelist; and
Robert Erburu, who, between 1974 and 1995, served successively as president,
CEO, and board chairman of The Times Mirror Company, publisher of the Los
.
Angeles Times.
Overall, the quality of this general overview of the four-century Basque
diaspora is impressive. Several significant themes involving cultural identity
emerge throughout the various essays. Although Basques often faced nativism
and discrimination, their strong work ethiC, individualism, and family values
helped them win acceptance in Western communities. By networking through
family connections and the ubiquitous Basque boardinghouses, they kept in
touch with each other and their Old World roots. In fact, the boardinghouses,
often run by women, provided both a social club and an impromptu marriage
bureau where many single Basques of both sexes found spouses. Contrary to
popular belief, few Basque immigrants were experienced herders,· but their
rural backgrounds helped them get a first job tending sheep until they could
move on to another occupation, often in the city. Their tenacious struggle to
keep the Ba~que language alive became the mainstay of their survival as an
ethnic group.
..
.
.
The anthology's editors and the Basque Series editor, William A. Douglass,
have contributed essays to the collection. Specialists and general readers alike
will enjoy all of their efforts.
David H. Stratton
Washington State University
To Defend Our Water with the Blood ofOur lkins: The Struggle forResources in
Colonial Puebla. By Sonya Lipsett-Rivera. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1999. xiv + 199 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, bibliography,
index. $49.95 cloth.)

This worthwhile study~mpirically dense, nicely written, and thoughtful-describes the increasingly bitter· contention among farmers of all types
over irrigation water in the hinterland of Puebla, in eastern-central Mexico,
.primarily during the eighteenth century. The major actors in this protracted
drama, it seems fair to say, were Spanish-owned haciendas on one side and
indigenous communities of peasant farmers on the other. The development of
large-scale commercialized agriculture (in livestock, wheat, and other products of European introduction), the land-grabbing associated with it, Indian

425

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 75:3

population growth, and perhaps even a degree of environmental degradation
itself combined to produce a situation in which water for irrigation became ever
more scarce and contended over as the colonial era drew to a close. As the
object of legal and extralegal struggle within and outside the colonial judicial
system, and of passive and active resistance strategies to block its appropriation
by the wealthy, the unscrupulous, and the upstream, water assumes the central
role in Lipsett-Rivera's study; it is shown to be not only a necessity of life, but
one of the chief mediators of colonial power relationships. Among the topics
covered in considerable depth in the book are the ecology of the Puebla area and
the absolute necessity of irrigation in agriculture at all scales, the techniques of
farming and irrigation, the nature and periodicity of water conflict over a century or more, forms of resistance, and the importance of water to town life, not
only for daily uses but also for horticulture and other economic purposes.
Eloquent as the author's portrayal of these issues in the late colonial
Puebla region is, the scenario of struggle between Indians and non-Indians
over productive resources in the countryside is hardly a revelation, since it
has been described for many other areas in Mexico at about the same time.
Nor does the author's recurrent deployment of an anthropological theory of
centralization in the administration of water resources add much to the
explanation of her empirical evidence, since the theory itself seems contradicted by much of that same evidence, and in the end, appears misapplied.
Still, Puebla itself was an inherently important region whose development
and internal problems deserve attention, and whose history can therefore
shed some comparative light on the nature and difficulties of irrigation in
semiarid environments. And while it is not strictly environmental history,
Lipsett-Rivera's study highlights human-environmental interactions in
informative ways that claim the attention of historians, geographers,
anthropologists, and other scholars.
Eric Van Young
University of California, San Diego
Spaniards, Planters, and Slaves: The Spanish Regulation of Slavery in
Louisiana, 1763-1803. By Gilbert C. Din. (College Station: Texas A&M
University Press, 1999. xiv + 356 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $49.95
cloth.)
One of the least-studied domains of North American history is the
Southeastern Spanish borderlands. Not well known is the fact that Louisiana
and the Mississippi Valley were part of the Spanish empire for forty years,
until Spain retroceded the area to France in 1803. Although settled as a French
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colony, Louisiana's culture and society took on Spanish overtones during
Spain's governance. One element affected was the institution of slavery.
During the eighteenth century, all of the colonial powers in America countenanced and practiced slavery, but there were some differences between them.
In French Louisian'a, the plantation owners constituted an elite and influential
class that promoted and employed a repressive Code Noir, promulgated in 1724
to regulate the conduct of Blacks. When Spain assumed control of the province
in the late 1760s, the governors brought laws and attitudes considerably at variance with those in place. In general, the French planters were exploitive, treating their slaves harshly, punishing them severely for infractions, and providing
poorly for their needs. The Spanish approach, on the other hand, was somewhat
more humane, recognizing that better treatment improved slave productivity.
Spanish law allowed slave marriage, manumission at the will of the master,
coartaci6n or self-purchase, protection against excessive abuse, and for the
right of a slave to protest ill-treatment and to request to be resold to another
, master-regulations that displeased the planters, who resisted them.
Gilbert C.Din, long recognized as a Southeastern borderlands scholar of
the first rank, has done superb research for this volume. There seems to be
little material -primary or secondary-that Din has not perused,and in so
doing he has created a seminal work about a little-known topic. Particularly
interesting are his remarks concerning marronage-slave runaways-and the
existence~ under Spanish rule, of a relatively numerous population of free'
Blacks in and around New Orleans.
There are quibbles. A general historical overview of the Spanish presence
in the Mississippi Valley early on in the book would have been helpful to readers not familiar with the event. And Din takes pains to point out what he feels
are errors of omission and commission by fellow historians. That is a's it should
be, but his criticism should have been relegated to the notes or to brief mention.
To focus upon it disrupts the narrative flow and becomes querulous and tiresome, not enlightening.
'
Nevertheless, this is a fine book by a fine scholar that can be read with
profit by all interested in the Spanish borderlands, comparative colonialism,
and comparative slavery.
William H. Broughton
Arizona Historical Society
Massacre at the Yuma Crossing: Spanish Relations With the Quechans,
1779-1782. By Mark Santiago. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1998.
xv + 220 pp. Map, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth.)
In July 1781, Quechan, or Yuma, Indians and their Mohave allies laid
waste to two Spanish mission pueblos near the confluence of, the Gila and
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Colorado rivers, killing and. capturing almost two hundred settlers. When word
of the disaster reached Commandant General Teodorode Croix, he was reportedly stunned. Yet, it was no surprise that this experiment ended badly.
The difficulty of transporting supplies to California by sea led the
Spaniards to tum to an overland route from Sonora. Getting goods to
California required fording the Colorado River. The desire for a land route to
California coincided with the zeal of the Franciscan, fray Francisco Garces,
who wished to spread the faith northward from Sonora. In Inl,Father Garces
met a Quechan named Olleyquotequiebe, known to history as Salvador Palma.
Some time after this meeting, the Quechans requested priests, and civil-military and religious hopes came together.
Begun in In8, the first mission to the Quechans, La Purfsima
Concepcion, overlooked the natural pass of the Colorado River. A second mission pueblo, ten miles upriver, took the name San Pedro y San Pablo de
Bicufier. To save money, Croix provided soldiers and their families as settlers
rather than construct a costly presidio, a plan opposed by Father Garces and
others. When the Quechans revolted in 1781, Croix's measures proved afalse
economy, and the two communities were destroyed.
Competition for land caused tension at the Yuma Crossing. The Spanish
settlements occupied much of the choicest land, which the Quechans claimed,
and the settlers' livestock frequently damaged Indian crops. To this fight over
land, other elements of unrest were added. Franciscan conversion efforts were
ineffective and resented. The Spaniards' reliance on Palma to further their aims
was ill-advised. Palma was a kwoxot, a leader who exercised civil and military
leadership, but such authority could be fleeting. The Spanish misunderstood
Palma's influence over his people, leading them to think he had more power
than he did. Once keen on having Spaniards live among his people, he became
an outspoken opponent. Finally, the material benefits the Quechans expected
from the Spaniards proved disappointing.
Several chapters consider the aftermath of the uprising. Spanish officials
launched a successful rescue and four punitive expeditions, involving hundreds
of soldiers. These resulted in the deaths of some Quechan warriors, but rebel
leaders remained free. The Yuma Crossing enterprise was finished, the road to
California closed.
There is currently a flowering of Indian rebellion studies that attempt to
discover the indigenous point of view, using an ethnohistorical approach to
reexamine the documentary record. Writing in this vein, Santiago enriches our
understanding of the events at the Yuma Crossing. Moreover, he has told his
story with a sense for the human drama of this ultimately violent encounter.
Rick Hendricks
University of New Mexico
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Intimate Frontiers: Sex, Gender, and Culture in Old California. Albert L.
Hurtado. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1999. xxix + 173
pages. Tables, photographs, prints, notes, index. $39.95 cloth, $17.95 paper.)

Too many men populated eighteenth- and nineteenth-century California,
Albert L. Hurtado explains in Intimate Frontiers: Sex, Gender, and Culture in
Old California. Historians of Western women have long studied the dynamics
resulting from skewed sex ratios, looking at the question in terms of female
underpopulation. Hurtado has turned this demographic question on its head,
inquiring instead about the problems caused by an overpopulation of men. The
overabundance of men, the author explains, had a tremendous effect on gender,
giving a particular shape to interpersonal relations among men and women. "For
nearly one hundred years after Spain colonized California," he argues, "there
was intense competition among men for suitable marriage partners. This condition created a century-long crisis in the marriage market that influenced social
life among all classes of Californians" (p. xxvii). In Intimate Frontiers, Hurtado
examines the consequences of Old California's mostly male population, tracing
gender dynamics from the Spanish Franciscan missions to the californio ranchos of the MexiCan era, and from the California overlanders to the goldfields,
and finally, to the frontier communities ofnorthern California.
An installment in the University of New Mexico Press's Histories of the
American Frontier Series, the book brings to life the intimate relations of characters both familiar and obscure, including Alfred Robinson, Olive Oatman,
and Dame Shirley. Most haunting, however, is Hurtado's depiction of young
maidservant Amelia Kuschinsky, apparently the victim of a botched abortion
in 1860. The author skillfully weaves together the disparate threads of the
crirrilnal case against the unfortunate physician and the young woman's
employer, who was also her alleged lover. Hurtado uses Amelia's tragic story
as a window into social relations, offering a plethora of plausible suggestions
..
for the events leading up to her untimely demise.
The author's speculations provide keen insight into the particularities of
gender dynainics in Old California, which served to limit the options available
to poor young immigrant women like Amelia Kuschinsky. As the title. suggests, Hurtado's book explores the frontiers of intimacy-the meeting points
of sexuality, love, power, and empire.
A must-read for scholars of women and gender in the West and for
Borderlanders, Albert L. Hurtado's Intimate Frontiers is a fast-paced yet dense
study, filled with interesting anecdotes, memorable characters, and fascinating
gender analysis. Its short length, simultaneously topical and chronological
chapters, and interesting use of gender theory make it ideal for classroom use.
In Intimate Frontiers, Hurtado has pushed discussions of gender and culture in
the Borderlands toward a new level of sophistication.
Dedra S. McDonald
Hillsdale College

429

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 75:3

More Than Petticoats: Remarkable California Women. -By Erin H. Turner.
(Helena, Mont.: Falcon Publishing, 1999. 128 pp. Illustrations, bibliography,
index. $9.95 paper.)
It Happened in Northern California. By Erin H. Turner. (Helena, Mont.:
Falcon Publishing, 1999. 126 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $8.95
paper.)
Local historian Erin Turner provides readers with a series of vignettes
about events, episodes, and famous (some not so famous) people in the history
of California. Her brief narratives in More Than Petticoats: Remarkable
California Women and It Happened in Northern California are aimed at young
audiences and the curious history/tourism reader. Both are done in the same
simple storytelling format, overlapping in many of the incidents and people
described. When taken as loosely based popular history, the books are delightful. On the other hand, serious historians will find the works to have a ~'Mug
Book" feel, as people become greater than life without the contextual benefit of
regional, national, and international events and trends. All the stories are loosely based on limited secondary sources (sometimes only one) for each episode.
As a result, Turner's portrayal of people and events appears seriously flawed
because of overstated generalizations and no supporting research (neither book
utilizes a citation system). Both books' bibliographies provide starting points
for those wishing to pursue the history of the enclosed stories.
It Happened in Northern California offers readers thirty vignettes, spanning from 1542 to 1989, selected to provide a strange-but-true scenario.
Turner's preface promises themes based on how "geology, the weather, and the
gold craze," and later "people in search of a new treasure-personal freedom,"
made both the early and modem history of northern California (see preface).
Yet, the eclectic collection of stories is never brought together to support her
reasonable thesis. Readers are left with a well-told story without a developed
plot of change over time. Further confusing the issue is the premise that the
reader knows where the events occur without a map. Thus, the benefits of both
geography and geology are lost. Furthermore, her attempt to "hook" the reader
with introductions based on literary license may annoy audiences seeking a
more academic history. The book would be better served with fewer stories,
more depth, and an overall theme to hold the thesis together.
More Than Petticoats: Remarkable California Women is a spin-off of It
Happened in Northern California and falls victim to many of the same problems. The book's ten women-including the likes of Mary Ellen Pleasant,
Isadora Duncan, and Dorothea Lange-are lost in Hollywoodized stories with
no analysis explaining how remarkable these women were to California history.
Turner's introduction promises that "remarkable women have never lived in a
vacuum," and that it is time "to stop putting too much emphasis on what could
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have been if only these women had been allowed to behave as men ina man's
world" (p. 9). This is great stuff! Yet, her vignettes either fail to connect or
understate this theme.
Those interested in the two works must keep intended audiences in mind.
Elementary and middle school teachers could find the books to be interesting
curriculum resources to help bring California history alive. Local historical
gift shops might also want to stock the books for tourists and their own
libraries. Historians will be greatly disappointed.
Victor W. Geraci
Central Connecticut State University

The Herbarium of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, vol.' 12 of The
Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. Edited by Gary E. Moulton.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1999. xii + 353 pp. Illustrations,
appendixes. $75.00 cloth.)
Rightly so, the Lewis and Clark expedition of 1803-1806 has been the
focus of numerous scholarly papers and books~ television documentaries, and
recently a popular book (Undaunted Courage by Stephen Ambrose). But only
in the last few years has a truly definitive edition of the individual journals,
maps, and collected items been published. The book reviewed here is the twelfth
and next-to-last volume in The Journals ofthe Lewis and Clark Expedition (the
final one will be a c;omprehensive index of the entire series).
This oversize volume (9" by 12") is part of an ambitious editing and publishing project sponsored by the Center for Great Plains Studies, University of
Nebraska, Lincoln, and the American Philosophical Society. Gary E. Moulton,
professor of history at the University of Nebraska, is recipient of the 1. Franklin
Jameson Award of the American Historical Association for his editing work on
these journals.
Following a brief overview of Meriwether Lewis's background and training as a naturalist and the provenience history of the collected plant specimens,
there is a descriptive "Calendar of the 239 Mounted Samples." Next is a section
of full-page; black-and-white photographic plates of the 177 different species
represented in the collection; the sixty-two other specimens are duplicates, triplicates, or quadruplicates of the same species. None of the original sheets on
which Lewis mounted the individual specimens has survived, but thirty-four of
his labels have. These generally have the date, place of collection, and a brief'
description of the plant which sometimes includes information on its ethnobotanical use. Labels added to the mounting.paper over the years following the
expedition bear data on provenience, updated taxonomic names, and dates of
revision.

431

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 75:3

Following these plates are two appendices, which include an alphabetical
listing of the collected plants by scientific name with common name, place arid
date collected, herbarium provenience, and a listing by date collected. A third
appendix consists of full-page illustrations of Lewis's plants published by
Frederick Pursh in Flora Americae Septentrionalis, as well as Lewis's unpublished illustrations of other specimens from the collection.
This work, and the other volumes of this monumental series, hopefully
will be found soon in every major public library collection in the country
where they no doubt will be used frequently by professional researchers and
students from various disciplines and lay persons interested in one of the
greatest explorations in the history of the American West.
Dan Scurlock
Wingswept Research
Ft. Sumner, New Mexico
The Trial of Don Pedro Leon Lujan: The Attack Against Indian Slavery and
Mexican Traders in Utah. By Sondra Jones. (Salt Lake City: University of
Utah Press, 1999. vii + 182 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index.
$27.50 cloth.)

When the history of the American West enters the Spanish Borderlands,
Hispanic voices are progressively muted in the historiography much as they
were in history. The first impressions of the Southwest to be widely read in the
United States were those of Anglo-American traders, settlers, and soldiers. The
historiography of the region for that period continues to be dominated by the
interpretation of events as seen through the eyes of the same Anglo newcomers and conquerors. The result is an account of a multicultural area that is dominated by the perspective of one ethnic group.
The 1851 Utah conviction of New Mexican trader don Pedro Leon Lujan
has often been cited to contrast Mormon opposition to Indian slavery with the
long-standing Spanish and Indian tradition of trade in captives. Sondra Jones
explores the slave trading trial in context, presenting, for the first time, perspectives beyond those of the prosecutors. Jones begins with a critical reading of the
historiography on the Lujan trial and relations between Mormons, New
Mexicans, and Indians in general. She goes on to examine the Indian slave trade,
as practiced by all the involved parties, and then dissects the events and trial of
1851 in detail. The story, she finds, is not exactly what has been summarized in
the history books.
With this work, Sondra Jones shifts away from Utah histories that uncritically accept accounts by Mormon settlers as objective fact. At times, she
allows that Mormon scripture guided Indian relations in Utah while, at the
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same time, bringing appropriate skepticism to the correlation between Catholic
doctrine,. Hispanic legality, and practice. However, she emphasizes racism
against both Indians and Hispanics in Utah and points out that, despite similar
goals of assimilation, Indians were regularly integrated into New Mexican, but
not Mormon, society.
The Trial of Don Pedro Leon Lujan is, in the end, an important book.
Jones shows that the Mormons did not oppose slavery as a general principal so
much as they needed the trial for political reasons. She does not justify
Hispanic or any other form of slave trading, but confirms that the multiplicity
of all frontier perspectives must be considered before historical events can be
fully understood.
Bruce A. Erickson
University of New Mexico

Yellowstone: The Creation and Selling ofan American Landscape, 1870-1903.
By Chris 1. Magoc. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1999. xvi
+266 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $49.95 cloth, $19.95 paper.)

In this book, Chris Magoc examines the commodification of wilderness
using the evolution of tourism in Yellowstone National Park as a case study.
Other historians have covered this topic, and Magoc's discussion, unfortunately, sheds little new light other than to reveal some interesting details as to
how this process played itself out in the nation's first national park. He suggests something of the complexity of this wilderness ideal when it came to be
"sold" as a national park.
Using the records of the Northern Pacific Railroad, travel literature, the
Haynes photo collection, and congressional debates, Magoc tells an ironic
tale of the American attempt to.preserve a landscape as static wilderness. Like
others, he suggests that this wilderness ideal was emerging even then and
often contradicted history, catered to the rich, and resembled show business
more than science.
Magoc considers how the nascent tourist industry marketed the new
national park and how it designed improvements. He is at his best· when
describing how tourists viewed the sights, using guidebooks to determine what
they were supposed to see. These guides delineated perceptions while authenticating the experience and standardizing the adventure. Magoc retells the
story of how conservationists established game preservation in Yellowstone, a
story told better by several other authors recently. Similarly, his attempt to portray the history of Native American removal is better told by Mark Spence in
Dispossessing the Wilderness (1999).
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There are problems with facts throughout the book. The Sheepeaters, a
band of Shoshonis, Magoc mistakenly calls Arapahoes, a tribe the Shoshonis
fought relentlessly (p. 4); he misidentifies the source of petrifaction on
Specimen Ridge (p. 5); and he fails to note that the 1868 treaty with the Crow
Nation acknowledged the tribe's actual possession of a piece of the park. His
cynicism is uncomfortably biting, making one wonder if there was anything
worthwhile in the effort to preserve Yellowstone.
While the final chapter summarizes modem problems the park is experiencing with roots in the wilderness mystique of its creation, it is poorly tied
to the six earlier chapters. Entitled "From Wonderland to Ecosystem," this
chapter discusses policies in the park since the 1988 fires, but does not do
justice to developments during the twentieth century that led the park away
from management for the benefit of tourists to management for the benefit
of the ecosystem. Although Magoc is only trying to show the continuing
effect of the P9licies of the nineteenth century he discussed, his jump from
1903 to 1988 does not take into account important changes in science, in
management, in tourism, and in policy in the years between. These years
were not static, but altered the perspective he described, making one wonder
if there really is such a direct connection between the nineteenth century and
the problems the park faces today.
Joseph Weixelman
University of New Mexico
One Book at a Time: The History of the Library in New Mexico. By Linda G.
Harris. (Albuquerque: New Mexico Library Foundation, 1998. xi + 139 pp.
Illustrations, notes, bibliography, chronology, index. $75.00 cloth, $20.00
paper.)
One Book at a Time is a well-documented and informative history of New
Mexico libraries and librarians. Its publication celebrates the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the New Mexico Library Association. The story of New Mexico
libraries begins with the few books brought over by the Spanish expeditions of
military men and priests in the sixteenth century. The availability of published
materials for the people of New Mexico commenced when the first printing
press arrived in New Mexico in 1834.
The lat7'nineteenth century brought forth a few attempts at public libraries
for the people, engendered primarily by women's groups around the state.
Many of the early libraries were wooden structures, and fires destroyed the
buildings and their contents. Amazingly, few libraries were founded with
Carnegie funds; the only one still in existence is in Las Vegas, a Jeffersonianstyle building in the midst of Carnegie Park.
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Harris's history covers public and academic libraries from the smallest
villages to ~he largest city. The national laboratory libraries at Los Alamos and
Sandia in Albuquerque are also included. Little mention is made of libraries in
public schools, but there are sections on the libraries at the Menaul School in
Albuquerque, the New Mexico Military Institute in Roswell, and the Indian
School in Santa Fe. The New Mexico State Library's history tells of its sparse
beginnings to its ever increasing services to public libraries around the state.
There are many anecdotes, both humorous and melodramatic, of the hard times
and poor salaries paid to librarians during the early part of the twentieth century. Heavily illustrated with photographs of pictures and persons, One Book
at a Time is both enjoyable and informative.
Sidebars written by current New Mexico librarians are interspersed
throughout the book. Today's librarians describe their ideas of what libraries
will become in the twenty-first century. There is a lengthy chronology and an
index with names of individuals, locations, and library names.
Marilyn P. Fletcher
Center for Southwest Research
University ofNew Mexico

The Last Gamble:. Betting on the Future in Four Rocky Mountain Mining
Towns. By Katherine Jensen and Audie Blevins. (Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 1998. x + 221 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $45.00 cloth.)
The weird tale of how a vice has become economic salvation and a public boon is well told in this book. Katherine Jensen, a professor of SoCiology
and Womens Studies, and Audie Blevins, professor and chair of Sociology, are
both at the University of Wyoming. Readers are immersed in details, but
rewarded with broad, often ,ironic, conclusions. The authors trace the history
of gaming as an illegal activity until its 1989 legalization in Deadwood, South
Dakota. Two years later, Colorado voters allowed Black Hawk, Central City,
and Cripple Creek t6 follow suit. Statewide voters approved gaming as a tool
for economic revitalization that would also generate millions in tax money for
historic preservation.
Gaming, to use the industry's preferred term, has been explored previously in Black Hawk and Central City by another sociologist, Patricia A.
Stokowski. Her Riches to Regrets: Betting on Gambling in Two Colorado
Mountain Towns (University Press of Colorado, 1996) is a narrower study
concluding that gambling has been fool's gold, disrupting communities for
uneasy profits. Jensen and Blevins come to a similar conclusion but add a
broader perspective. While enriching governments, gambling often drives out
other businesses and typically replaces 'small locally owned firms with ever
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larger casinos tied to Nevada gaming cartels. While gaming generally creates
real estate and tourist booms, it leads to a population loss in the gambling
zone. It eliminates family- and child-oriented recreation and facilities. It subverts historic preservation goals by creating ever bigger boxes behind historic
facades.
The book has a few factual errors: Gregory Gulch, not Russell Gulch (p.
16), was the gold strike that gave birth to Central City and Black Hawk.
Denver's Market Street, not Cripple Creek's Myers Avenue, was "the most
famous red light district in the Rocky Mountains" (p. 60). Central City has
two, not one (p. 123), saloon interiors designated for historic
preservation-the Gold Coin and the Teller House Bar.
Jensen and Blevins focus on historic preservation, community transformation, and race, gender, and class. Women, the authors find, have made considerable progress in the gambling and entertainment field and now do a lot.
more than dance, wait tables, cook, and sell their favors. The authors conclude
that "Citizens should question the complicity of government agencies in disguising recreation as taxation that may serve to destroy the communities they
are meant to protect" (p. 195).
Thomas J. Noel
University of Colorado, Denver
Land, Sky, and All That Is Within: Visionary Photographers in the Southwest.
By James Enyeart. (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 1998. xviii +
128 pp. Photographs, notes. $24.95 paper.)
This book claims to describe the photography of the West from 1870 to
1970 in terms of "romanticism and modernism" (p. 6). This is a fairly easy
way to let yourself off the hook for showing the same old photographs already
seen and discussed thousands of times before by the same old photographers
and critics anointed by the various Beaumont Newhalls of Photography. Mr.
Enyeart conveniently excludes significant voices by saying "women arid
minority photographers had scant opportunity to participate. After 1970, both
gender and cultural diversity of photographers grew more equitably represented in the continuing fascination with the region" (p. 5). However, this is
simply not true. During this particular one-hundred-year window, Dorothea
Lange photographed in Arizona in the thirties. Lee Marmon (Leslie Marmon
Silko's father) was a significant Native American photographer during this
time, as was Jean Fredericks, one of the first Hopis to photograph on the
reservation in Oribi. At the risk of sounding cranky, I am certain that Laura
Gilpin is not the only woman photographer who made it into the four states
during the century under discussion. I assumed the quote from Leslie Marmon
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Silko was an attempt to compensate for such obvious exclusion. In addition,
the elimination of Frederick Sommer was glaring.
. Sommer's work remains some ofthe most powerful, poetic, and prophetic
ever made in the Southwest. His work has a depth that continues to resonate,
drawing fresh readings from younger audiences keen on understanding photography beyond its "romantic" traditions. It is fine to reminisce. It is the kind of
thing we all do when we sit around with old friends. But I do not see how these
kinds of books continue to get published and these exhibitions continue to be
constructed and traveled. At the same time, I know exactly why. The old-boy
network still maintains a firm grasp on the "tradition" of photography, ignoring
the amazing, vibrant world that photography has evolved into, beyond the
adobe walls that Paul Strand and Ansel Adams endlessly, and exquisitely,
reproduced.
Adrienne Salinger
University ofNew Mexico

Early New Mexican Furniture: A Handbook ofPlans and Building Techniques.
By Kingsley H. Hammett. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1999. 96 pp. Illustrations, index. $19.95 paper.)
Kingsley Hammett and his wife, Jerilou, are perhaps best known as the
founders, publishers, and editors of Designer/Builder, A Journal ofthe Human
Environment, one of the most interesting and socially responsible publications·
of its kind. Mr. Hammett has also made a significant contribution to the rich
literature devoted to New Mexican furniture, as a designer, a superb woodcraftsman, and as a commentator and historian.
.The distinguished studies by E. Boyd, Alan Vedder, Lonn Taylor and
Dessa Bokides, and others, are directed toward the general reader and the historian. They are lavishly illustrated with photographs, which describe the essence
of New Mexican furniture, but contain few drawings or details explaining its
joinery. In contrast, all of Mr. Hammett's three books are written primarily for
the woodworker and are dominated by dimensioned scale drawings and detail.
The first of the two earlier volumes, Crafting New Mexican Furniture (1994),
shows his own finely designed and crafted projects, based upon traditional style
and detail but largely contemporary in feeling. The second, Classic New
Mexican Furniture (1996), deals with the entire range of the category, from the
colonial period up through the revivals. The present volume, however, is meant
to enable woodcrafters to replicate thirty-six of the chairs, tables, and chests collected by Shirley and Ward Alan Minge and preserved in Casa San Ysidrotheir former Corrales residence-now a part of the Albuquerque Museum.
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Each piece of the Minge furniture is documented by a cutout photograph
and a description on one page and dimensioned line drawings of front and side
elevations on the facing page. Unlike most of the very competent elevation and
isometric· drawings of the earlier work, the drawings in the present book are
very disappointing. They describe the objects so inaccurately that I suspect the
draftsman worked entirely from measurements, made by someone else, of
objects he had never seen, or of which he had little understanding. Details of
joinery are almost entirely omitted. The dovetail joint, a visual and structural
hallmark of Hispanic New Mexican furniture, is totally misrepresented.
Perhaps most disappointing of all, the subtle curves of chair and bureau frames
influenced by the American Empire style are grossly misrepresented.
Nevertheless, this volume is a valuable New Mexico document. In addition to the excellent introduction and descriptions by the author, it contains an
essay by Donna L. Pierce and photographs by Robert Reck, Dick Francis, and
Mary Peck. It also provides additional information about the collections of
Casa San Ysidro and gives this writer the opportunity to praise that great
house, not as a restored colonial hacienda, but as a large adobe courtyard house
of the last half of the twentieth century. Much of the structure was designed
with extraordinary architectural sensitivity and lovingly and laboriously constructed by Dr. Minge over an epical four decades as a context in which to
exhibit and explain this most distinguished collection of New Mexico artifacts.
George Clayton Pearl
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Finding the Center: The Art of the Zuni Storyteller. Translated by Dennis
Tedlock. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1999. xlvi + 337 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography. $40.00 cloth, $15.00 paper.)
It is hard to imagine a work more important to the study of the verbal
artistry of the Zuni people than Finding the Center. Where other ethnographic
works have exposed some of the content of Zuni legends, Dennis Tedlock provides a window into the very nature of Zuni oral literature-not simply what
is told, but how the teUings sound and feel. Finding the Center is comprised of
narratives Tedlock recorded between 1964 and 1966. The stories reveal a great
deal of ethnography but also significant oral histories. This book is a must for
those interested in the culture and history of the Zuni.
In spite of the book's importance, there are some significant drawbacks.
One of the most obvious appears on the front cover of the book, where it reads
"Translated by Dennis Tedlock." Tedlock reveals in his own introduction that
he did not actually translate the stories presented in this book. Joseph Peynetsa
translated all the stories into English. Tedlock transcribed those translations
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and edited the texts. Credit is given to the storytellers, Andrew Peynetsa and
Walter Sanchez, but Joseph Peynetsa's name and work are not credited on the
cover or title page. They receive mention in a small paragraph in the introductiorl to the second edition (and are never mentioned in the first edition).
Tedlock does a good job of introducing stories and providing detailed
notes about important places and things discussed in the stories. However,
more background information is necessary. One story includes a song in the
Hopi language, and one of the storytellers spoke Dineh (Navajo) as well as
Zuni. Yet there is no discussion oflanguage families and relationships between
the Zuni and their Indian neighbors. More information about storytelling
taboos is warranted as well. Tedlock alludes to the fact that certain stories are
told only in the winter. But we are never told exactly which ones. Nor are the
reasons for this taboo properly explained. The reader has to wonder if there
were other significant taboos and protocols about Zuni storytelling that were
never mentioned.
All of the stories were told in the Zuni language, and Tedlock shows great
respect for the integrity of their original oral art form. It would seem very
important then to present the stories bilingually. However, with the exception
of one very short story, all transcriptions are presented only in English. Having
access to the Zuni language versions and their translations would preserve,
even better, the original form of their telling. It would also provide a far more
valuable resource for Zuni people interested in preserving not only the content
of their stories, but also the language in which they were told. Additionally, if
the cassette tapes have survived, it would be appropriate for Tedlock to place
them in a historical archive or other public place so that they could be available for those interested in Zuni language work. That would make it possible
for the Zuni people and scholars of their language to properly evaluate what
seem to be excellent transcriptions.
The problems with this book, however, are far outweighed by the important and original contributions it makes. All people interested in the history of
New Mexico and Arizona and the language, culture, and history' of the Zuni
will find this an invaluable prize.
Anton Treuer
University of Wisconsin
North American Indian Jewelry and Adornment: From Prehistory to the
Present. By Lois Sherr Dubin. (New York: Abrams Inc., 1999. 608 pp.
Illustrations, photographs, notes, bibliography, index. $75.00 cloth.)
Lois Sherr Dubin's lavish volume offers spectacular photographs, many in
color, of a great diversity of Native American adornment ranging from painted, beaded; and quilted hides to silver, turquoise, and gold jewelry. She incor-
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porates historic as well as contemporary images of people, in some cases the
artists themselves, with the work about which she writes. No single volume
could adequately cover what Dubin attempts as she begins with thearchaeological past and moves to the present in nine culture areas: the Arctic,
Subarctic, Woodlands, Plains, Great Basin, Plateau, Northwest Coast,
California, and Southwest. Each chapter explores the environment, lifeways,
and history of the people and then examines specific types of adornment from
that region. The discussion, however, does not stop with the past as Dubin
includes contemporary artists' works within the broader review of each region.
Detailed maps of each area are valuable for both the novice reader as well as
those who come to the volume with more detailed knowledge.
Dubin's final chapter, "Crossroads within the Circle," examines contemporary ways in which Native people throughout the various regions celebrate
dance, life, and ritual. Here her main focus is the powwow and other cultural
festivals that bring people, Native and non-Native, together, and the mix of
what many term "traditional" with "nontraditional" ornament is made vibrantly clear. What Dubin has shown, quite literally through the myriad illustrations
in the volume, is that these perceived divisions not only do not exist now but
never did. Native artists have always created elaborate clothing, jewelry, and
other forms of adornment. They have constantly experimented with available
materials to embellish these culturally important art forms to express both personal and group identity, status, age and attainments in life, spiritual beliefs,
and for many other reasons, including trade and sale to others.
Throughout the volume, the author's romanticism is apparent. She argues,
based on eight years of interviews with Native people and her own under~
standing of the past, that Native artists have assumed what she terms thetraditional role of the shaman, that is, to communicate spirituality. She sees the
art of adornment as a way of providing connections in an age of increasing
separateness and, thus, Dubin enters a very long tradition in itself of people
finding answers to many of today's problems in Native culture. Despite this
approach, which, she writes required her "to enter the Native mindset" (p. 20),
her overview of adornment isa massive undertaking.
Joyce M. Szabo
University ofNew Mexico

Popular Movements and State Formation in Revolutionary Mexico: The
Agraristas and Cristeros of Michoadm. By Jennie Purnell. (Durham, N.C.:
Duke University Press, 1999. x + 271 pp.. Maps, tables, notes, bibliography,
index. $49.95 cloth, $17.95 paper.)
.Both in approach and concerns, and most surely in language (some would
prefer jargon), this book showcases par excellence the strident notions of post-
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modem deconstructionism. In it, Jennie· Purnell examines various academic
theses concerning the state-building aims and trajectory of Mexico'.s
Revolutionary government in the 1920s and opposition to those goals as. represented by the Cristero movement in the state of Michoacan during the latter
part of the decade. She finds existing "traditional" and "revisionist" explanations of the conflict wanting in varying degrees and concludes: "The Mexican
state is the product of historically contingent struggles between diverse elite
and popular groups, entailing multiple areas of contestation and negotiation"
(p. 190), a stance which certainly leaves the analytical battleground wide open.
She continues: "Popular understandings of land and community, be they rooted in private property or communal holdings, limited the degree to which revolutionary elites could create and impose a new property regime based on state
ownership and distribution of use rights through the ejida. Popular religious
beliefs and practices, meanwhile, frustrated elite attempts to create a secular
society based on a uniform national identity" (pp. 191-92). Here we find the
prodigiously slippery issue of agency treated in a rather "traditional" way,
devoid of challenging "revisionist" views.
None of the above is meant to diminish or denigrate the difficulty of the
task undertaken by the author. At its heart is the perdurable conundni~: why
do some people (in the same nation, region, village, household, famil¥) rebel
while others seeming immersed in the same circumstances do not. Purnell's
field of inquiry is Michoacan during the Cristero movement where agraristas
supporting the central government and the Cristeros defending local concerns
brutally battled it out. The ranks of both combatants "included landless peasants, smallholders, sharecroppers, tenants, and members of corporate Indian
communities" (p. 182). Yet in the same (but large and geographically dissected) state, communities of the central highlands and Pacific Coast sided with
the Cristeros while those of Zacapu, the Lake Patzcuaro region, and northeastern Michoacan turned agrarista. Why?
According to Purnell the explanation of major differences in attitudes
toward the government's programs can be found in local history. Communities
that turned Cristero, "survived the Porfiriato with their landed bases and local
institutions more or less intact." Indian communities "had been able to retain
local control over communal property rights in the course of struggles over the
implementation of the liberal land reform [during the second half of the nineteenth century]," while ranchero villages "expanded private property ownership
through the fragmentation of haciendas, and the legal and illegal acquisition of
land from neighboring Indian communities. In all cases, religious practice
remained a central source of community identity and solidarity" (p. 183). In
other words, they survived the liberal land reform program with their properties
and culture largely intact, while agrarista communities suffered much the opposite. They lost nearly all their land and discovered their customary political and
religious practices sundered by the onslaught of the modernizing state. Hence
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the variations in response to the postrevolutionary state-building project. The
agraristas embraced the state'spostrevolutionprogram as an opportunity to
regain land and power, while the Cristeros violently opposed it as an infringe.
ment on local autonomy.
In reaching this conclusion, Purnell joins many of her peers in weighing,
measuring, and ultimately splitting apart generalizations of past scholarship.
Close work in local and regional archives normally does just this. Even then,
the author's use of "elites," "the state," "Indian communities," and "culture"
could use some deconstructing of their own. Assuredly, we have become quite
diligent in tearing down old structures, but one wonders when and how we will
start to rebuild.
PaulJ. Vanderwood
San Diego State University
Rural Revolt in Mexico: u.s. Intervention and the Domain of Subaltern
Politics. Edited by Daniel Nugent. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press,
1998. xxii + 384 pp. Bibliography, index. $64.95 cloth, 19.95 paper.)

The editor of this collection developed a view that peasant revolts in
Mexico are not localized or ephemeral events but are related, more often than
not, to much larger things like state formation and U.S. intervention. His
approach to Mexican history appears to come from his earlier work on a
U.S.- Mexican border community (Spent Cartridges ofRevolution, 1993) and
his co-editorship with Gilbert Joseph on Everyday Forms ofState Formation:
Revolution and the Negotiation of Rule in Modern Mexico (1994). Now
deceased, the editor was refreshingly up-front about his impatience with
mainstream historians who are not conversant with subaltern studies (see
Florencia Mallon, "The Promise and Dilemma of Subaltern Studies:
Perspectives from Latin American History," American Historical Review 99
(December 1994), 1491-1515) and supposedly look upon the peasants of
Mexico as passive victims of the political process as if they were like a "sack
of potatoes." Defining U.S. intervention more broadly, in his "Introduction:
Reasons to be Cheerful," the editor claims "abundant" evidence exists concerning the relationship between "peasant mobilization" and U.S. "agents"
including colonists, soldiers, and others who go beyond "committing a little
rape." This is a relationship between actors who are powerful on the one hand
and others who are subordinated or "subaltern." Probably having concluded,
early in his career, that Latin American history could at times be disillusioning, the editor admits to being anxious to listen to the "silence of peasant
demonstrations" in those concrete "instances in which the connection
between rural revolt and U.S. intervention are manifest."
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Rural Revolt contains twelve essays, some written by distinguished scholars, but all nevertheless encouraged by generous grants available at the Center
for U.S.-Mexican Studies at the University of California at San Diego. Their
contributions led to this, the second printed version of the invited papers, the
first having been published by the center itself in 1988. Nugent's overall theme
of rural revolts and U.S. intervention is analyzed according to subthemes: popular nationalism and anti-imperialism, class and ethnicity, U.S. intervention
and popular ideology, and resistance and persistence. The contributors are
sorted into these subthemes.
The connection between peasant revolts in Mexico, especially those
occurring in the first third of the twentieth century, and U.S. intervention in
any of its multiple forms forced the contributors to plow over historical fields
that had been well worked already. The Mexican Revolution has always been
a popular subject. Happily, their responses vary enough to make most of the
essays quite engaging. Contentwise, they span all the way from Alan Knight's
view that direct U.S. involvement was nonexistent (which leads him to examine interesting and informative ways in which Americans did in fact enjoy an
indirect involvement) to Adolfo Gilly's unquestioning embrace of the idea that
opens the way to his peroration on peasant struggles in the twentieth century
between, there are
leading up to the Zapatista rebellion in Chiapas in 1994.
very beneficial essays including Jane-Dale Lloyd's study of rancheros and
their willingness to join the forces of magonismo in the Galeana-Janos district
of Chihuahua in the first decade of the twentieth century. It is noteworthy that
Lloyd's study does not find much U.S. involvement in the radicalization ofthe
rancheros in these districts. Most of it was due to the corrosive exploitation of
the local native-born ricos. .
There is enough new here to give this anthology a worthy place in courses in Modem Latin American History, Borderlands and Southwest' History,
U.S.-Latin American Relations, and the study of revolutionary origins.

In

Carlos B. Gil
University of Washington
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Anasazi America
Seventeen Centuries
on the Road from Center Place
David E. Stuart
Describes the rise and 12th century
demise of New Mexico's Chaco
Anasazi-uncontrolled growth and
separation into "haves" and "have nots"
were their undoing. Modern industrial
society has much to learn from this
compelling saga of failure, adjustment,
and redemption.
''The author's clear, unpretentious
prose will delight the general reader
and will be appreciated by specialists
seeking a straightforward summary.
I can recommend this splendid work
without hesitation."-Marc Simmons
Ciotti: $29.95

paper: $15.95

Fray Angelico Chavez

History of "Billy the Kid"

Poet, Priest, and Artist

Charles A. Siringo
Foreword by Frederick Nolan

Edited by Ellen McCracken
"A wonderful tribute to a great man."
-Rudolfo Anaya
"UNM Press is to be congratulated
on the publication of this long-awaited
work on Fray Chavez. His fiction, his
poetics,' and his art work are fully
detailed by a select group of both
young and seasoned scholars."
-Rolando Hinojosa-Smith
A volume in the Paso Por Aquf Series
on the Nuevomexicano Literary Heritage
cloth: $24.95

The rarest of the "Billy the Kid" books,
this includes eyewitness accounts and
other historical nuggets.
paper: $12.95

Wagons for the Santa Fe Trade
Wheeled Vehicles and Their Makers,
1822-1880
Mark L Gardner
A profusely illustrated history that identifies
wagon makers and wagon types that for
a half-century hauled commercial goods
over the Santa Fe Trail.
.
cloth: $40.00
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paper: $19.95
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Americas: The Changing Face ofLatin America and the Caribbean. By Peter Winn.
(1995; reprint, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1999. xvii + 646 pp.
Illustrations, map, notes, index. $22.00 paper.)
Civil War Texas: A History and a Guide. By Ralph A. Wooster. (Austin: Texas
State Historical Association, 1999. 82 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, index.,
$7.95 paper.)
Covered Wagon Women: Diaries and L?ttersfrom the Western Trails, 1875-1883.
Edited and compiled by Kenneth L. Holmes. (1991; reprint, with an introduction by Elliot West, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,2000. xviii + 285
pp. Illustrations, index. $13.00 paper.)
Cuban and Cuban-American Women: An Annotated Bibliography. Edited and
compiled by K. Lynn Stoner, with Luis Hipolito Serrano Perez (Wilmington,
Del.: SR Books, 2000. xxii + 189 pp. Bibliographies, indexes. $95.00 cloth.)
The Desert: Further Studies in Natural Appearances. By John C. Van Dyke.
(1901; reprint, with an introduction by Peter Wild, Baltimore, Md.: John
Hopkins University Press, 1999. Ixiii + 240pp. Bibliography, index. $16.95
paper.)
The Desert s Past: A Natural Prehistory of the Great Basin. By Donald K.
Grayson. (1993; reprint, Washington, D. C.: Smithsonian Institution Press,
1998. xix + 356 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendix, notes, bibliography,
index. $27.95 cloth.)
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Final Destinations: A Travel Guide for Remarkable Cemeteries in Texas, New
Mexico, Oklahoma, Arkansas. and Louisiana. By Bryan Woodley, Larry Bleiberg,
et al. (Denton: University of North Texas Press, 2000. 210 pp. Photographs,
.
index. $18.95 paper.)
George Washington Grayson and the Creek Nation, 1853-1920. By Mary Jane
Warde. (Nonnan: University of Oklahoma Press, 1999. xvii + 334 pp. Illustrations,
maps, notes, bibliography, index. $25.95 cloth.)
History of "Billy the Kid." By Charles A. Siringo. (1920; reprint, with a foreword by Frederick Nolan, Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
2000. xx + 142 pp. $12.95 paper.)
Home Away from Home: A History of Basque Boardinghouses. By Jeronima
Echeverria. (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1999. xv + 359 pp.
Photographs, illustrations, maps, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography,
index. $44.95 cloth.)
Indian Women ofEarly Mexico. Edited by Susan Schroeder, Stephanie Wood,
and Robert Haskett. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1997. x + 486 pp.
Illustrations maps, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 paper.)
Lakota and Cheyenne: Indian Views of the Great Sioux War, 1876-1877.
Edited and compiled by Jerome A. Greene. (1994; reprint, Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 2000. xxvi + 164 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, index.
$13.95 paper.)
Red Cloud: Warrior-Statesman of the Lakota Sioux. By Robert W. Larson.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1997. xvi + 336 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, $12.95 paper.)
The Tree That Bends: Discourse, Power, and the Survival. of the Mask6kf
People. By Patricia Riles Wickman. (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama
Press, 1999. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index.
$29.95 paper.)
When the Eagle Screamed: The Romantic Horizon in American Expansionism,
1800-1860. By William H. Goetzmann. (1966; reprint, Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 2000. xvii + 146 pp. Maps, bibliography, index. $11.95 paper.)
Women of the Earth Lodges: Tribal Life on (he Plains. By Virginia Bergman
Peters. (1995; reprint, Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2000. xvi + 217
pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.)
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Two valued members of the New Mexico Historical Review
regretably are leaving us. Evelyn A. Schlatter has steadfastly served the
Review as managing editor since July 1998, and Patrick 1. F. Killinger
came on board as assistant editor in August 1999. We will greatly miss
Ev's energy and enthusiasm and Pat's wry humor. However, confident that
our colleagues will enjoy successful futures, we wish them happy trails.
The Center for Southwest Research (CSWR) and the Center for
Regional Studies (CRS) at the University of New Mexico are pleased to
announce that Matthew M. Babcock has been named the 2000-2001 Fray
Angelico Chavez Fellow and Meagan Cockram assistant to the fellow.
Babcock, an M.A. in History, and Cockiam, who received her B.A. in
Spanish and Linguistics in May 2000, will continue cataloguing documents and notes gathered by eminent scholar France Vinton Scholes
and compiling digitized SpanishlMexican-era guides to these materials.
The fellowship honors Fray Angelico' Chavez, distinguished New
Mexico cleric and historian, colleague of Scholes, and frequent user of
these materials. The transcripts and film of manuscripts collected by
Scholes deal primarily with the colonization and missionization of New
Mexico, New Spain, and the Hispanic Southwest. This Finding Guide
Project was initiated by the New Mexico Historical Review in 1993, under
direction of Editor Robert Himmerich y Valencia, and emerged from the
editorial staff's need for an index to facilitate checking facts and notes
in articles for publication in the Review. The project was transferred to
the Center for Southwest Research and the Center for Regional Studies
in 1998. The NMHR applauds the CSWR and CRS for continuing this
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important project and extends hearty congratulations to the recipients
of the Fray Angelico Chavez Fellowship.
The Center for the American West and the University of New
Mexico are cosponsoring "Re-Viewing the American West: A
Symposium" on Saturday, 16 September 2000, in UNM's Student
Union Building, Room 231. The symposium will feature prominent
Western scholars Virginia Scharff, Ference M. Szasz, Margaret
Connell-Szasz, and Richard W. Etulain, who will deliver papers on a
wide range of topics. For further information, contact the Center for the
American West (505) 277-7688.
The Western History Association will hold its fortieth annual conference at the Adam's Mark Hotel in San Antonio, Texas, 11-14
October 2000. "Old Worlds, New Worlds: The Millennial West," will
serve as the theme uniting over sixty sessions. For further details or a
copy of the program, contact Chris Harrison (505) 277-5234 or visit the
WHA web site at www.unm.edul~wha.
The Labor and Working Class History Association is sponsoring
the North American Labor History Conference in Detroit, Michigan,
19-21 October 2000. The meeting will be conducted at Wayne State
University. Interested parties should consult the LAWCHA website at
www.history.wayne.edu/lawcha.
The National Preservation Conference 2000 will take place in Los
Angeles, California, from 31 October through 5 November. For more
information, contact the National Trust for Historic Preservation at
(800) 944-6847 . conference@nthp~org . www.nationaltrust.org.
The Western Writers of America, Inc. (WWA) has announced its
fifty-seventh annual awards competition for works published or aired in
2000 in the following categories: "western novel, novel of the west,
original paperback novel, best first novel, nonfiction historical, nonfiction contemporary, biography, short fiction, short nonfiction, juvenile
fiction, juvenile nonfiction, picture book, poetry, and documentary and
drama scripts." The WWA will accept entries through 31 December
2000. Works may be submitted by either the publisher or the author.
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Request an entry form from W. C. Jameson, Awards Administrator. 60
Sandpiper. Conway, Arkansas 72032. (501) 450-0086.
The Rocky Mountain Council for Latin American Studies
(RMCLAS) seeks papers and panel proposals for its forty-fifth annual
meeting, 1-4 March 2001 in Tucson, Arizona. A brief abstract should
accompany paper and· panel proposals; the deadline is 1 December
2000. Address questions and submissions to RMCLAS President
William Beezley . Department of History . 215 Social Sciences
Building. University of Arizona. Tucson, Arizona 85721-0027 . (520)
621-7107. (520) 621-2422 fax.
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