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Acknowledgment to Editor John L. Kessell

With this October issue, the staff of the New Mexico Historical Review
bids farewell to Dr. John L. Kessell, who served as interim editor from
July 1999 through July 2000. During his rewarding editorial tenure, he
guided the journal and its staff with affection and wisdom. Of course,
John's relationship with the Review spans three decades rather than one
short year. As he wrote in the July issue, Eleanor Adams. introduced
John to the Review in 1970, when he began working for her as assistant
editor. Appreciating the trajectory of personal history that shifted his
role from apprentice to master, John decided to introduce himself to the
Review's graduate students through one of the lessons he had learned
from Editor Adams. "Always look it up," he advised in his characteristically gentle tone, and then, with a nod to the fastest computers inthe
West (or at least Mesa Vista Hall), he added, "and don't trust those
machines." The staff soon learned that it referred to everything-and
we redoubled our efforts to confirm diligently the accuracy of endnote
citations, historians' math, and suspect spelling by consulting our shiny
new reference books. Although born into the "dot-com" generation, we
also adopted John's cautious approach to publishing software. He was
impressed by and supportive of the technological advances that now aid
the production of the Review, but John stressed that the meticulous
human attention advocated by his mentor would always be essential to
editing and paramount to excellence. He established as his highest priority that each issue would be a step toward perfect editing-fewer and
fewer errors, ever-improving precision in presentation, and an expanding appreciation for the process of writing history-so that the Review's
next, permanent editor would receive the journal in its best possible
shape. In short, John reaffirmed the mastery and prestige of each of his
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predecessors by providing careful attention not only to manuscripts and
layouts, but to the current generation of apprentices. John must have
logged well over ten thousand miles travelling between Durango,
Colorado, where he resides, to the Review's home at the University of
New Mexico's Department of History in Albuquerque to meet his goal,
to mentor his crew, and to reinvigorate support for the journal. His
affection for the New Mexico Historical Review is not only genuine but
contagious, and we have been privileged to reap the benefits of his
experience and guidance. However, it is your praise for the July 2000
issue-pouring in since its publication-that best acknowledges Editor
Kessell's contribution to the quality and heritage of the Review, and
serves as the most appropriate and affectionate farewell.
Jennifer Norden
Managing Editor

Evelyn A. Schlatter
Consulting Editor

Javier Marion
Consulting Editor

Kyle E. Van Hom
Associate Editor

Jeffrey C. Sanders
Assistant Editor

James M. Scholz
Assistant Editor

Anthony J. Goodrich
Administrative Assistant

Patrick J. F. Killinger
Former Assistant Editor
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Capt. Alexander Welch Reynolds, ca. 1850. (Photograph courtesy
Massachusetts Commandery Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United
States and the U.S. Anny Military History Institute, Carlisle Barracks, Penn.)

"Notorious as the Noonday Sun":
Capt. Alexander Welch Reynolds and the
New Mexico Territory, 1849-1859
WEYMOUTH T. JORDAN JR., JOHN D. CHAPLA,
SHAN C. SUTTON

AND

On 1 July 1849 a wagon train from Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, completed its journey of 850 miles over the Santa Fe Trail and halted in a
parking yard on the outskirts of Santa Fe. In the line oflumbering cargo
wagons, piled with military supplies and consumer goods, was a
canopied carriage-a "Light Jersey Travelling Wagon"-occupied by a
U.S. Army officer and a male civilian. The officer, a slender six-footer
named Alexander Welch Reynolds, was a thirty~three-year-old
Quartermaster's Department captain with riveting eyes, a broad, handsome forehead, and a long, strong-jawed face. A contemporary photograph suggests determination to the point of fierceness but little else
about his personality and character. He was well known, however, not
only to his immediate superiors but also to the army's quartermaster
and adjutant generals, respectively Thomas S. Jesup and Roger Jones,
with whom he had been in periodic trouble throughout his eleven-year
career. Reynolds's difficulties, both officers knew, steinmed from a
casual attitude toward orders, regulations, and authority, and a propensity for mingling private pursuits with military duties. Jesup, who had
replaced Jones as Reynolds's commanding officer two years before
when Reynolds was transferred from the infantry, was therefore not
surprised to learn in due course that the light Jersey traveling wagon
was Reynolds's personal property and, contrary to strict regulations,
had been drawn across the prairies and plains by a team of army mules. 1
Reynolds's companion, a Pennsylvanian named Thomas S. J.
Johnson, age twenty-nine, was also well known to the army high command, for Jesup had had him court-martialed and dismissed from the
Weymouth. T. Jordan Jr. is a historian, editor, and writer on the staff of the Historical
Publications Section of the North Carolina Division ofArchives and History in Raleigh. John
D. Chapla is an independent historian residing in Washington, D.C. Shan C. Sutton is an
archivist in the Special Collections Department of the University ofArizona Library, Tucson.
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service in 1845 for embezzling departmental funds and threatening to
horsewhip a United States district court judge. Jesup subsequently
employed Johnson as a civilian wagon master, and during the Mexican
War he turned up at Monterrey. There Reynolds, who was about to
undertake his first quartermaster assignment, hired him as a clerk.
When Reynolds was ordered to Missouri in March 1849, he took
Johnson along and, to the dismay of Jesup, who believed that Johnson
was still driving wagons, appointed him an army purchasing agent.
Jesup upbraided Reynolds for reintroducing a convicted embezzler into
the department's financial affairs but, for unknown reasons, did not
order Johnson fired. No doubt Jesup later regretted the decision.
Beginning with Reynolds's service at Monterrey and extending through
his entire two years in New Mexico, his accounts were chronically
delinquent, incomplete, and out of balance. In due time, Reynolds too
would be charged with embezzlement, but in July 1849 he and Johnson
were not only army comrades but also friends and business partners.
Their primary purpose in coming to New Mexico was not to serve their
country but to seek their fortunes. 2
Mercenary though they were, Reynolds and Johnson were not, by
definition, discreditably motivated. The frontier had always been a
magnet for Americans seeking economic opportunity, and, when circumstances permitted, soldiers often supplemented their meager pay
through private enterprise. However, the New Mexico Territory, which
was annexed to the United States by Brig. Gen. Stephen W. Kearny in
1846, the first year of the Mexican War, afforded possibilities and
temptations beyond the norm. Its pre-industrial economy was
characterized by limited civilian demand, few producers of goods and
services, and a shortage of specie. Army supplies thus had to be brought
in at great cost over the Santa Fe Trail, produced by civilian employees,
or, when possible, purchased locally. Civilian traders, entrepreneurs,
and opportunists, joined by a few w~althy Hispano, American, French,
German, and Jewish residents, therefore turned their attention to
meeting the military's requirements for flour, beef, forage, lumber,
firewood, and transportation. 3
Army regulations required that supplies be purchased from civilian contractors by disbursing officers or their salaried agents, and
profit-making transactions between such officers and their agents or
business partners were prohibited. Nevertheless, some quartermasters
and commissaries were known to purchase, at inflated prices set by
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themselves, commodities that their agents or business partners produced. Not all disbursing officers were dishonest, of course, and others·
picked their spots and curbed their greed. Reynolds, however, did neither. During 1849 -1851 he created, through unwritten agreements with
Johnson and other confederates, a business empire of flagrant illegality
while acquiring a number of valuable properties and becoming, despite
his lowly captain's salary of$98.50 a month, one of the richest and most
powerful political leaders in New Mexico. Concurrently, his quartermaster accounts fell into such disarray that in October 1851 he was
recalled to Washington and, after a lengthy investigation, kicked out of
the service.
This article, then, recounts the rise and fall of a manipulative and
unscrupulous soldier, entrepreneur, and powerbroker whose capacity for
self-inflicted adversity, self-justification, and extricating himself from
seemingly inextricable difficulties fell little short of genius. In that
process, the authors will attempt to unravel the web of Reynolds's illicit activities; fathom the motives that prompted them; document their
conviction that he was a primary and largely unrecognized influence in
corrupting the dynamics of New Mexico's early territorial history; and
suggest reasons why, if their assessments are correct, reconsideration of
some accepted political and economic interpretations of the territorial
period may be in order.
Alexander Welch Reynolds, son of Thomas B. Reynolds, a semiliterate, hardscrabble farmer, and Nancy Welch, a woman of refinement
and education for her time and place, was born in 1816 at Lewisburg,
Greenbrier County, in what became in 1863 the state of West Virginia.
In the spring of 1832, after graduating from a local academy with the
rudiments of a classical education, Reynolds wrote to one of his mother's half-brothers, Col. Matthe,w Arbuckle of the Seventh RegimentU.S.
Infantry, to request his recommendation for appointment to the United
States Military Academy. In a letter to Secretary of War Lewis Cass
dated 18 May of that year, Arbuckle described his nephew as "a youth
of very fair.promise ... [who] is at this time, or at the Farthest will in a
few months be[,] qualified to receive the appointment he desires."
Thirteen months later, on ··1 July 1833, Reynolds matriculated at West
. Point in a class that inCluded future Civil War generals Joseph Hooker,
Braxton Bragg, Jubal Early, John C. Pemberton, and Henry H. Sibley.4
With the exception of drawing, in which he stood first in his class
on at least one occasion and probably ranked highly throughout his West
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Point career, Reynolds's performance at the academy was mediocre.
Deficiencies in "nat[ural] philosophy" (science) forced him to repeat his
third year, and during his senior year he accumulated 175 demerits-a
number only twenty-five short of automatic recommendation for dismissal. Nevertheless, he graduated on 1 July 1838, a year late and an
undistinguished thirty-fifth in a class of forty-five. 5
In the nine years that followed Reynolds saw service as an infantry
lieutenant from 1839-1840 during the Second Seminole War, married
Mary Reeves Ash, a widow with two young children, and produced a
son and daughter whom he named Frank and Sally.6 Following the
Second Seminole War, he was stationed at forts in Wisconsin, Iowa, and
Missouri and assigned to recruiting duty in Philadelphia, Mary's hometown. There Reynolds moved effortlessly into an influential circle of
bankers, lawyers, journalists, and businessmen whom Mary had known
during her marriage to the late Dr. Thomas F. Ash, and he became
active in Democratic Party politics. In March 1847, apparently tiring of
the rigors of infantry service, Reynolds wrote to the assistant quartermaster general in Washington and requested a quartermaster's appointment. Among the several applicants was an impressive young infantry
captain, Samuel G. French, who had ranked fourteenth in the West
Point class of 1843, won two brevets for gallantry during the ongoing
war with Mexico, and was currently recovering from a wound received
at Buena Vista. 7
Now one day [French recollected in his memoirs] ... a friend
of mine, Mr. Nugent, came to my room and imparted to me the
information that I would not get the appointment because [being
physically unfit] I could not "take the field," and that it would
be given to Lieut. A. W. Reynolds, who was in Philadelphia on
recruiting service. Nugent was connected with a newspaper and
was at times an assistant in the office of James Buchanan,
Secretary of State.... On that day J[ohn] W. Forney, editor of
The Pennsylvanian, a Democratic paper in Philadelphia, was in
the office of Mr. Buchanan and agreed to throw ... [George M.]
Dallas, Vice-President [under James K. Polk], overboard [as a
candidate in the 1848 election] and support Mr. Buchanan for
the presidency provided certain things were done by him for Mr.
Forney. One of these items was that A. W. Reynolds should be
appointed assistant quartermaster. I asked Nugent what special
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service Reynolds had rendered, as he had not been in Mexico at
all. ... "Why [he replied] he has always carried his recruits to
the polls to vote for Forney's Democratic friends." And thus it
was; and on the 5th of August Reynolds was appointed [assistant quartermaster with the rank of captain] "to take the field."
Reynolds was a genial fellow and "took the field" by remaining
in Philadelphia until the spring of 1848, when he went to
Matamoras [sic] to bring some mules to the States. 8
Although of little importance in itself, the episode establishes
Reynolds's credentials at the callow age of thirty as a ward heeler in the
Philadelphia Democratic Party machine. That status and, it would
appear, the patronage of John W. Forney, would one day rescue his fortunes when absolute ruin seemed certain.
As French stated, Reynolds was transferred to the Quartermaster's
Department on 5 August 1847 but remained for a time in Philadelphia.
In January 1848 he was ordered to Matamoros, where he arrived in .
March just as the war was ending. He then served for three months at
Monterrey. After commanding a wagon train on a two-month, six-hundred-mile trek from Camargo, Mexico, to Nacogdoches, Texas (no
doubt the basis for French's gibe about bringing some mules to the
States), he was sent to St. Louis and then to Fort Leavenworth to await
orders for New Mexico. With Mary, Frank, Sally, Reeves and Helen Ash
(his two stepchildren), Thomas S. 1. Johnson, and a "female servant," he
departed for his new post in May 1849. 9
In most important aspects, New Mexico at the time of Reynolds's
arrival remained much as it was before the coming of Brigadier General
Kearny. P.ueblo Indians,· converted nominally to Christianity by
Spanish priests generations earlier, were agricultural, pastoral, and generally peaceable; nomadic tribes of Apaches, Navajos, Utes, and other
indios barbaros continued their customary raids and depredations; and
the largely illiterate Hispano majority, condemned to economic slavery
under the peonage system, subsisted on the edge of poverty. A printing
press and sawmill were again in oper:ation after hiatuses of many years,
and business activity was increasing, but railroad transportation was
still thirty years in the future, telegraphy would span the Atlantic before
it reached Santa Fe, and the territory's primary product remained, as it
.
had long been, mutton. 10
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Continuities notwithstanding, the coming of the U.S. Army disrupted, particularly in garrison towns, the genuine if somewhat turbulent
consonance of New Mexican life. By 1849 Santa Fe-reputedly a
"filthy place" where crows fed on animal carcasses in the streets-had
seemingly metastasized into the "Gomorrah of the Modem World."
According to various all-but-unanimous and generally prejudiced foreign observers, "gambling, drunken fandangoes [sic] and debaucheries"
were endemic; crime, violence, and corruption "rampant"; and the
town's "vile" civilian and military inhabitants "disgusting."ll
To those infelicities one might add "political turmoil." From August
1846 until March 1851, when the New Mexico Territory was formally
established under the Compromise of 1850, the federal government was
hamstrung by the national controversy over slavery. This allowed the
new territory to drift under an "organiclaw" promulgated by Kearny and
enforced by an army commander who exercised power as military governor in both civil anci military affairs. In the meantime, two provisional
governments organized by an increasingly restive citizenry failed to
obtain federal recognition, and two highly antagonistic political factions,
known informally as the Territorial and State Parties, evolved. The
Territorialists were led by Supreme Court Chief Justice Joab Houghton,
a Kearny appointee and former U.S. consul at Santa Fe, who possessed
no legal training and, for a man with his judicial responsibilities, seemed
excessively preoccupied with private mercantile pursuits. However,
Houghton was most objectionable for exploiting conflicts of interest
inherent in his overlapping roles as chief justice, political powerbroker,
and frontier entrepreneur. The Territorialists ostensibly advocated formal,
Congressionally authorized status for New Mexico as a self~governing
territory of the United States and the consequent establishment of a civil
government independent of the military. Their chief concern, however,
reflected that of Justice Houghton; namely, preservation and enhancement of their economic, judicial, and political power. Those, they
believed, depended on maintenance of New Mexico's political status
quo as a quasi-territory in which ultimate authority was exercised by
their ally, the U.S. Army.12
The State Party was not devoid of avaricious and politically ambitious men, but its advocacy of statehood, desire for the well-being ofNew
Mexico and its peoples, and detestation of the military government and
its Territorialist confederates were genuine. State Party leaders included
James S. Calhoun, the federally appointed superintendent of Indian
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Chief Justice Joab Houghton. (Photograph, MSS 987-012, courtesy Center
for Southwest Research, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque.)

affairs for New Mexico, and Richard H. Weightman, a plainspoken,
quick-tempered former army officer and paymaster, who championed
Hispano and Pueblo defendants in the courtS. l3 The State and Territorial
Parties were both dependent on Hispano support for representation in the
largely nugatory but dangerously vociferous territorial legislature and
therefore advocated, nominally in the case of the Territorialists, protection of Hispano rights granted by the Kearny Code. Those included the
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franchise and freedom of worship. Affluent Hispanos, known as ricos,
were well represented in both parties, but pobres, believing themselves
victims of exploitation and injustice under the regime of military governor Col. John Munroe and his predecessors, gravitated increasingly
toward the State Party. Most army officers, professing the need to protect
American interests from nomadic Indians and typically distrustful and
disdainful of Hispanos, supported the Territorialists. Many probably did
so on grounds of genuine, if prejudiced, conviction, but others merely
wished to perpetuate opportunities for graft that might be lost if Munroe's
regime were replaced by a territorial or state civil government. No one in
the military epitomized that viewpoint more unequivocally than the
Territorial Party's chief link to its army allies and only important noncivilian leader, Capt. Alexander W. Reynolds. 14
During his twenty-eight-month tenure in New Mexico, Reynolds
was quartermaster of the post at Santa Fe from about 1 October 1849
through 30 March 1850; chief quartermaster of the territory from about
1 April through at least 31 August 1850; and again quartermaster at
Santa Fe from about 1 September 1850 until about 30 October, 1851. 15
While serving as such, he purchased outright or became part owner of
two sawmills, two gold mines, four ranches, two houses and several
lots in Santa Fe, and three Santa Fe hotels (the Exchange, the
Independence House, and the Hillary). 16 By 1850, according to the federal census of that year, Reynolds, Mary, and nine-year-old Frank
owned property valued at $32,500, $35,000, and $4,200 respectivelyfigures that, if accurate, made the Reynolds family the wealthiest in
New Mexico. 17
There is. little doubt that Reynolds acquired those properties
through fraudulent business deals and embezzlements from the
Quartermaster's Department amounting, as Treasury Department auditors later determined, to as much as $122,000. The evidence of those
abuses was overwhelming and, as will be seen, eventually brought
Reynolds before two courts of law. Initially, however, it must have
appeared to Quartermaster General Jesup that his refractory subordinate was merely performing with customary indifference to regulations-a deduction suggested by the nonarrival in Washington of his
returns for the first and second quarters of 1850. Aside from those
omissions, the first intimation Jesup had that things were seriously
amiss probably came when a complaint, dated 2 August 1850, arrived
from another New Mexico quartermaster, Bvt. Maj. Andrew W. Bowman
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of the Third Regiment .U.S. InfantrY. According to Bowman, Reynolds
had failed after repeated application to furnish vouchers for transactions
in which he and Bowman were principals. Consequently, Bowman was
unable to render his return for the second quarter of 1850. On 31 October
Jesup informed Reynolds ofBowman's complaint, reminded him that his
first and second quarter returns were overdue, and reprimanded him for
failing to render monthly reports of persons employed, stores received,
and transportation. After citing additional irregularities, Jesup warned
that unless matters were corrected, Reynolds would be reported through
the secretary of war to the president. 18
On 29 April 1851 events came to an abrupt crisis when a deposition
alleging malfeasance by Reynolds and sworn to by one of his civilian
employees arrived at the office of Secretary of War Charles M. Conrad:
James M. Davis, late a resident of New Mexico ... deposes on
oath that ... from October [1849] until the 9th of February 1850,
he was in the employment of Alexander W. Reynolds . . . in
Santa Fe ... [and] that [his] duties ... were to receive [fire]wood
brought from the mountains by the government teams and team- .
sters in the employment of said Reynolds ...; to measure the
wood[;] and ... to deliver the wood
to the officers, soldiers,
and employees of the government. .
That in less than one month after the undersigned entered
by
upon [those] duties ... Mr. Robert Nesbit of Santa Fe
whom is purchased all the hay, wheat, com and fodder for
the
government, and by whom it is after purchase sold to Capt.
Reynolds, informed the undersigned that the wood in the future
to be brought into Santa Fe ... was his (Nesbit's) wood....
[S]ubsequently, upon two occasions, Mr. Nesbit said to the
undersigned that Capt. Reynolds feared the undersigned did not,
in measuring the wood and delivering it, stint the measure sufficiently, and that he (Reynolds) had so expressed himself to him
(Nesbit), and that upon the undersigned expressing surprise that
Reynolds[,] the buyer, should fear to get on behalf of the government too much ofthat which it was paying for ... Mr. Nesbit
added these words, "You must know that Capt. Reynolds is part
owner ofthe wood."
The undersigned doth further depose ... that the great bulk
of the wood was brought into Santa Fe, and that all of it was
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delivered through the city, in teams belonging to the u.s. government, and by teamsters employed by the Quartermaster ...
who were paid, nearly all who brought and all who delivered,
by said Quartermaster with funds of the U. States, and not by
Robert Nesbit. 19

In a covering letter Davis also criticized Reynolds's personal conduct.
"I have seen Capt. Reynolds and Mr. Johnson," he wrote, "at nights at the
gaming tables of Santa Fe, lose hundreds of dollars ... at the game of
Monte, and at the same time . . . half scores of discharged employees
standing around the office door . . . for the purpose of being paid.... I
have seen them waiting the convenience of the Quartermaster's dept thus
for days and for a week, while the officers ... trifl[ ed] their time around
town." With regard to Davis's gambling charge there was corroboration:
According to Indian agent Calhoun, Reynolds was "a perfect non conformist to certain rules and regulations which forbid disbursing officers
the luxury of gambling. This fact is as notorious as the noonday sun...."20
Davis's deposition and letter were promptly passed on to Jesup,
who dispatched a trusted subordinate, Bvt. Lt. Col. Thomas Swords, to
Santa Fe to investigate. In defense of his conduct, Reynolds presented Swords with affidavits signed by four of his former or current
employees, two of whom-Robert Nesbit (a former forage master)
and William J. Davy (one of Reynolds's clerks)-were co-owners of
one of Reynolds's ranches and alleged co-conspirators. The other two
were Palmer J. Pillans, a lawyer, sometime member of the Territorial
Party, and onetime "superintendent" of the Santa Fe quartermaster's
"outdoor business," and John Kelly, a civilian wagon master in
Reynolds's employment. A fifth affidavit was signed by James
Mahoney, a merchant whose connection with Reynolds is unclear. All
denied any knowledge of or participation in defrauding the government and pilloried Davis as a "habitual drunk[ard]" and ne'er-do-well
of "utter worthlessness and dissipation."21
Nesbit claimed he signed the wood contract with and at the insistence of Reynolds's predecessor, Capt. Thomas L. Brent, and that assertions of a partnership between himself and Reynolds were, with the
exception of their co-ownership of a ranch, "wholly devoid of truth."
Unfortunately for Nesbit's credibility, a copy of the Brent contract
could not be located at the Quartermaster's Department in Washington,
where regulations required that one be filed. Even more damaging, had
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Swords troubled to inquire, would have been Brent's subsequent categorical assertion that "no [such] contract was ever made by me with Mr.
Nesbit." As to Nesbit's claim he had no business connections with
Reynolds other than their ranch, an examination of New Mexico court
records reveals that on 27 May 1851 Nesbit executed a bill of exchange
obligating Reynolds to pay $2,500 for "value received" to Pinckney R.
Tully and Isham S. Ferguson, proprietors of a cargo transportation firm.
On 23 October, two days after the date of Swords's report, a "writ of
attachment" was issued by the Santa Fe district court ordering the U.S.
marshal to seize from Reynolds, for defaulting on his debt to Tully and
Ferguson, the Exchange Hotel, two houses, and "one black horse."The
matter ultimately resulted in extended litigation, not against the army,
as would have been the case had Nesbit been acting as a government
agent, but against Reynolds in his capacity asa private businessman. 22
, Swords's report suggests that his investigation, contrary to an
admonition from Jesup on "thoroughness," was confined to a reading
of five depositions, a cursory examination of Reynolds's accounts, and
inquiries concerning the bona fides (condemned "without a single
exception" by some of Santa Fe's "most respected citizens") of James
Madison Davis. As Swords saw it, Reynolds was not guilty of "willful
neglect or intentional error," let alone collusion and fraud, but of "trusting too much to his agents," possessing an "entire want of business
habits," and performing his duties in a "very loose and negligent manner." That charitable conclusion to the contrary, there was one accusation' that seemed both irrefutable and damning. Capt. Langdon C:
Easton, who had replaced Reynolds as territorial quartermaster on
about 1 September 1850, stated that he had put a stop at that time to
Reynolds's practice of paying Nesbit $3.50 a cord for wood that could
be readily purchased from other sources for $1.50. 23 Swords, however,
neglected to investigate Easton's allegation. Had he done so, he would
have discovered, as Treasury Department auditors later did, that some
of Reynolds's largest disbursements, rariging up to $7,000, were to
Nesbit for firewood and "saw logs" (logs to be cut into lumber). He
might have discovered also, as the same auditors reported, that "Capt.
Brent was able to procure from the labor of employees in the 3d
q[uarte]r of 1849 more than the amount of wood required for issue ...
[but] Capt. Reynolds[,] with more than twice the number of Laborers
employed in the succeeding qr., [reports] ... no wood [emphasis
added] as having been procured from their labor, either in that or in
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any subsequent-'-almost the entire supply ... in the 4[th] qr. [18]49 &
during the year 1850 having been purchased from Mr. Nesbit."24
Concurrent with his quartermaster operations, property acquisitions,
and business dealings, Reynolds became deeply involved in territorial
politics. His first such venture may have occurred on 14 February 1850
when, presumably acting under orders from Colonel Munroe, he offered
the governrnent-owned printing press, the only one in New Mexico, for
sale at public auction. The high bid of $180 was made by Territorial
Party representatives, who shortly thereafter began publishing the Santa
Fe Gazette, a noisy advocate of Territorialist policies. Calhoun and
Weightman immediately cried foul, claiming that "insufficient notice"
ofthe auction was given; "the Sale was not held at the place advertised";
bids "above that for which the Press was sold" were ignored; and "the
Auctioneer & Purchaser were quarter master men." A court of inquiry,
convened on 23 February, found that some of the charges were "substantially correct." Nevertheless, the court predictably concluded that no
important irregularities had occurred and that the press "brought all that
anyone appeared ... disposed to pay for it." Among the court's more
dubitable findings was that "the Purchaser was not a Quarter Master
man." In fact, all three purchasers were or had been "associated with the
army or military government." One of them was Thomas S. J. Johnson,
who was appointed coeditor of the Gazette. 25
The significance ofthe printing press episode in Reynolds's rise as a
Territorialist leader is uncertain, but in July 1850 he was defeated as the
party's candidate for a U.S. Senate seat representing an abortive, locally
engineered state govemment. In September of the following year, six
months after the new territorial government, sanctioned by the
Compromise of 1850, took office, he ran against Richard Weightman for
New Mexico's seat in the U.S. House of Representatives. By that time,
however, Territorialist fortunes were approaching their nadir. Exploitation
by dishonest traders and merchants, who operated in concert with corrupt
alcaldes, prefects, and judges, had provoked Pueblos and pobres to elect
. an anti-Territorialist, Hispano-dominated legislature; former Indian superintendent James S. Calhoun, the Territorialists' implacable enemy, had
been appointed civil governor; military commander Col. John Munroe,
powerful ally and protector of the Territorialists, had been replaced; and
federally appointed judges had been installed in the seats of Houghton's
judiciary. In short, the legislative, executive, and judicial foundations of
Territorialist power were in ruins. Unless Reynolds could win election to
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Gov. James S. Calhoun. (Photograph, MSS 987-012, .courtesy Center for
Southwest Research, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque.)

the House of Representatives, where Calhoun and his civil government
could perhaps be undermined, Territorialist dominion in New Mexico
was finished.2 6
In a manifesto addressed "to the people of New Mexico," but
directed primarily at Pueblo Indians, Reynolds (billing himself as the
"Amigo de los Pobres") accused Calhoun of attempting to "disenfranchise ... [the Pueblos] of their rights" by "build[ing] up a political party
that would secure the election of a certain individual [Weightman] ...
to Congress." Calhoun's dismissal of corrupt prefects, alcaldes, and
judge's was denounced as an effort "to make place for political partizans
[sic]," and he was falsely quoted as advocating eviction of Pueblos
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from their land and their ultimate enslavement. "If you are prepared to
fold your anns and quietly submit to the usurpations already assumed,"
the manifesto proclaimed, "but a short time will elapse before you will
be called upon to submit to others, and ere long not a vestige of your
Rights will be left."27
In Calhoun's judgment, the Territorialist manifesto, "abounding in
positive falsehoods and exceedingly inflammatory," was an attempt to
foment "insurrection and treason" by "induc[ing] the Pueblo ... to take
up arms." That accusation may be exaggerated, but the Territorialists'
goal clearly was to create so much excitement, unrest, and fear that_
restoration of military control would be demanded by the people and
countenanced as a necessity by Washington. During June, twelve
Pueblo delegations descended upon the Palace of the Governors
demanding explanations of reports that they were to be driven from
their ancestral lands. Two of those groups fled Santa Fe after hearing
rumors they were about to be murdered. In addition, Calhoun wrote,
reports "were fabricated and put in circulation of collisions, the destruction of property, and the approach of Wild Indians, and for several days
the public mind was in a very fevered condition." One such report was
submitted by Territorialist ex-judge Charles Beaubien, who informed
Calhoun on 11 June that Pueblos and Hispanos were holding "secret
meetings" in the Taos district to "organiz[e] an insurrection[,] its object
[being] the extermination of the Americans and the Robbery of their
Property."28 The district commander's unwelcome appraisal that "all
the excitement [was] gotten up ... through political feeling" was sharply
rejected by Munroe, who dismissed that officer from his post and
rushed reinforcements to Taos to rescue Beaubien. There, according to
Weightman, they found "the people . . . peacefully cultivating their
fields and guarding their flocks and herds."29
In a similar episode, Nesbit reported that his camp in the "Grand
Biah," where he and his employees were cutting hay under contract
with the Quartermaster's Department, was attacked by 250 to 300
Navajos. No one was killed, Nesbit stated, but over one hundred privately owned mules and horses, for which he, Captain Reynolds, and
others requested government indemnification, were run off. Governor
Calhoun, although acknowledging "several murders and depredations"
by the Navajos during July, was unable to corroborate Nesbit's report
and was clearly skeptical of its veracity. He therefore warned the
commissioner of Indian affairs in Washington against paying "greatly
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exaggerated" claims based on "the weakest proof," and nothing more
was heard of the matter. 3D
At the same time, bloodshed was narrowly averted in Santa Fe
when the Our Lady of Light Church, which Reynolds had rented, as a
Quartermaster's Department storehouse, was turned over to the civil
government for use as a court. According to supreme' court clerk Caleb
Sherman, "factionalists" intent upon "stir[ring] up the Mexican people
to sedition ... call[ed] it desecration[,] endeavoring thereby to prejudice the Mexicans against the Judiciary and the Executive ... for the
avowed purpose of ... electing Capt. Reynolds." So much "excitement" was created, Sherman wrote, that on the morning of 25 August
"an outbreak appeared inevitable." Fortunately, the bishop of New
Mexico, John Lamy, believing that "the people had been wrought upon
... for political purposes," interceded in behalf of the government,
instructing his parishioners that he would "rather see every church
building in New Mexico destroyed than that one finger be raised
against the civil authorities." Lamy then ordered them "to go home and
be quiet," and they did SO.3\
Perhaps more inimical to Reynolds's electoral prospects than the
failure of such machinations was the arrival, in Santa Fe on 19 July
1851, ofthe new military commander of the New Mexico Territory, Bvt.
Col. Edwin V. "Bull Head" Sumner (so dubbed after his head deflected
a spent musket ball at Cerro Gordo). Sumner had been Reynolds's commanding officer at Fort Atkinson, Iowa Territory, in 1842, but whatever
his disposition towards his former subordinate, his instructions from
Secretary of War Conrad were explicit: "remov[e] the troops out of the
towns ... towards the frontier and nearer to the Indians"; "use every
effort to reduce the enormous expenditures of the Army in New Mexico,
particularly in the Quarter Master's and Subsistence Departments";
"diminish" the number of civilian employees; and "clear the military
from interfering with civil affairs." As a first step, Sumner moved
"immediately" to separate his "demoralized" troops from their "vicious
associations" in Santa Fe-which he dubbed a "sink of vice and extravagance"-and remove them and all public property to Fort Union, a new
post in closer proximity to the· Comanches, Kiowas, and Apaches.
Sumner also had plans for Reynolds. "I knew that no man could do the
duty of quartermaster and be engaged in politics," Sumner wrote. "I
therefore determined to ... take him with me on the Navajo Expedition,
and ... secure his undivided attention to his military duties." Reynolds
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Col. Edwin V. Sumner. (Photograph courtesy Massachusetts Commandery
Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States and the U.S. Army
Military History Institute, Carlisle Barracks, Penn.)

was given until 14 August to wind up his quartermaster affairs, and on
that date he sallied reluctantly forth into the sagebrush and pinon to chastise the Navajos.32
Amid attempts by Reynolds's supporters to disrupt the voting with
intimidation and violence, the election took place on 1 September. In one
incident a soldier named Burtinett, two army wagon masters, and nine
other men quaffing from liquor bottles voted illegally in Albuquerque
over the protests of an election judge. They then proceeded to another
precinct where, while attempting to shut down the polling place,
Burtinett was shot dead. Such episodes failed to accomplish their purpose: by a margin of about 650 votes out of approximately 8,000 cast,
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Reynolds's career as a New Mexico politician was permanently terminated. 33
Reynolds's troubles were by no means limited to malfeasance
charges leveled by James Madison Davis, rough handling by the gruff,
no-nonsense Sumner, and election defeats. Indeed, those difficulties
were minor compared to his ongoing problems with Jesup and the
Treasury Department auditors. In April 1851 Reynolds finally
responded to Jesup's insistent demands by submitting a return for the
first quarter of 1850 as well as some money and property accounts and
"summary statements." However, Jesup continued to complain that no
"monthly Reports of persons & articles hired and employed" had been
received since September 1849. On 14 June Deputy Q.M. Gen.
Charles Thomas informed Reynolds that he (Reynolds) had failed to
report $18,000 transferred by his predecessor. A month later Jesup, losing all patience, demanded to know what had become of $71,179.52
for which receipts were on file but which Reynolds had failed to credit. As a result of those discrepancies, Reynolds's accounts for the third
and fourth quarters of 1850 and the first quarter of 1851 were deemed
"entirely erroneous, the two former representirig that a balance was
due to him by the U.S. when ... much larger amounts were due to the
U.S. from him." "Immediately on the receipt of this letter," Thomas .
.ordered Reynolds on the same date, "[you will] explain the cause of
these errors & omissions.... I am instructed ... to inform you that
you will be ordered to repair to this city without delay, and to direct
that you bring with you all your books and papers, that you may be
fully prepared to settle your accounts."34
Thomas's threat was not idle. By about 30 October 1851 Reynolds
and the wife and two children of Palmer 1. Pillans, riding in a mail
wagon, were on their way to f ort Leavenworth~a trip that almost cost
all four their lives. Three days east of Fort Union the group encountered
a blizzard during which the mules died ofhypothennia. Reynolds, Mrs.
Pillans, and the children then proceeded on foot, apparently without
military escort, toward a nearby fort and were rescued a day or two
later by army scouts. "Not daring to build fires ... for fear of the
Indians," Capt. John Pope reported, they were in severe distress and
"the very hardest looking characters I saw on the road."35
Reynolds's arrival in Washington marked the beginning of a long,
dismal period during which he was under investigation by Treasury
Department auditors. Concurrently, political and personal financial mat-
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ters occupied his attention. Hoping to reverse his election defeat, he presented a "memorial" to the House of Representatives alleging "illegal
and improper interference [in the election by] the Executive [Governor
Calhoun]," including failure to order printing of election proclamations
until two weeks before voting day. With Houghton, Johnson, and four
other Territorial Party colleagues, Reynolds appeared at the Capitol in
February 1852 and, according to Weightman, did "a great ... business
walking up and down the Avenue [buttonholing congressmen]."36
On 15 March Weightman took the floor of the House to defend the
legality of his election. Quoting from a letter he had sent to Reynolds,
Weightman categorically denied any improprieties by Calhoun and cited
specific instances of "improper interference [in civil affairs by] the military ... aided and abetted by the sutlers, com contractors, et id genus
omne, who draw profits from ... an extravagant administration of the
quartermaster's department." In response to Reynolds's charge that
Calhoun had failed to order timely printing of election proclamations,
Weightman noted that "no one is better informed than yourself' that "the
proprietors and controllers of the only press in New Mexico are your
partisans." The real victim of such manipulation, Weightman pointed
out, was the State Party: denied access to the press by its Territorialist
owners, the party was forced to produce hand-written ballots for its candidates "to the number of fifteen or twenty thousand."37
Weightman's counterattack was not limited to defense of his
Congressional seat and Governor Calhoun. In a two-hour speech that
probably constitutes the most damning indictment ever made of the
Territorial Party and the U.S. Army's rule in New Mexico, he assailed
both for creating "a government which harassed and oppressed the people," "disturbed congregations in the control of their own temples,"
"fined and imprisoned the people without the intervention of juries,"
"taxed them without their consent," and "embezzled the taxes when collected." As evidence of Territorialist cynicism in presenting themselves
as defenders of Hispano rights, Weightman quoted a memorial addressed
by Reynolds, Houghton, Johnson, and other party leaders to President
Millard Fillmore on 15 April 1851: "We are fully convinced," the
Amigos de los Pobres asserted, "that there is no hope for the improvement of our Territory unless Americans rule it, that the spirit of Mexican
rule must be corrupt, ignorant, and disgraceful in a Territory of the
United States, and that ... under such rule there can be no sufficient
guarantees for the secure enjoyment of property, or even of life."38
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"Now, Mr. Speaker," Weightman wryly observed in a typical riposte,
"there is a modest request . . . a republican request-a Democratic
request-that the 538 [Anglo Americans unconnected with the army]
should govern and control 61,547 [native Mexicans]! ... How can this
... be brought about? ... I answer [that] it can only be done by repealing or disregarding the existing law ... organizing the territorial government, which acknowledges the right of the people to elect their own
Legislature, county officers, etc., and by the reestablishment of the military government."39
Reynolds, Houghton, Johnson, and William G. Kephart, the new
editor of the Santa Fe Gazette, all came in for well-documented trouncings, but Weightman's most scathing denunciations were directed at
Colonel Munroe, whose "oppressions" defied not only the Kearny Code
but also, Weightman insisted, specific instructions from Washington. In
a letter dated 10 September 1850 Secretary of War Conrad had directed
Munroe "to abstain from all further interference in [the territory's] civil
or political affairs." Nevertheless, such interference had continued; for
example, records of the prefect's .court ofRio Arriba County showed that
a suit against one Francis Lopez for trading without a license was dismissed "in compliance with instructions from Colonel John Munroe
dated Santa Fe, January 5th, 1851." "Colonel Munroe's neglect to obey
orders," Weightman concluded, "I have mentioned to show the blinding
partisanship into which he permitted himself to be drawn, and the hostility which he, the military commander, had to civil government in New
Mexico. There had been, then, no abatement of the antagonism between
the military and civil authority up to the 3d of March, 1851, when
Governor Calhoun was installed. Well, Mr. Speaker, Governor Calhoun
entered upon the duties of his office, and his administration has been
supported by the people, [not because of the machinations alleged by
Reynolds but] because it in nowise resembles Munroe's."40 Whatever
House members may have thought of Weightman's broader charges,
they were convinced of the lawfulness of his election, and he was confirmed in his seat.
For Reynolds, the setbacks to pis political fortunes and military
career were secondary to a family tragedy that occurred on 14 April
1852 when his youngest child, Sally, age eight, died of scarlet fever.
During the same month, for failure to resolve discrepancies in his quartermaster accounts, his pay was stopped by the secretary of war. In the
meantime, his erstwhile friend, agent, clerk, and business partner,
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Thomas S. J. Johnson, suddenly surfaced in Washington with a new
accusation. According to a letter that Jesup wrote to Reynolds on 17
March, "It appears ... that Mr. T. S. Johnston [sic] sometime in Feby.
1850, being the owner of thirty-two wagons ... received your permission to place them for safe keeping in one of the public [army] corrals
at Santa Fe ... and that your Superintendent and wagon-master[,] supposing Mr. Johnston's wagons to be public ones[,] commenced and continued to use them ... with your Knowledge or directions for upwards of
a year, ... It further appears that these transactions took place without
the knowledge of Capt. L. C. Easton[,] the Senior officer of the Q.M.
Dept. ... Such total neglect of duty and such irregular and reprehensible conduct ... meets with my decided disapprobation."41
In response to Jesup's demand for a "full explanation," Reynolds
claimed that he did not know the wagons belonged to Johnson
because he had "received several such from Captain Brent in October
1849 and had subsequently received ... other large wagons purchased
by Capt. Easton." Upon learning that the wagons were Johnson's, he
had informed Easton and received "verbal" instructions to return
them to Johnson if he (Reynolds) could do without them. Being
unable to do so, he had retained them. Jesup clearly did not believe
that explanation, partially because it was contradicted by Easton and
partially because, as he pointed out in response to an inquiry from the
chairman of the Senate Committee on Military Affairs, Johnson had
served as Reynolds's "principal clerk and agent" during the entire
period. Moreover, Jesup stated, Reynolds had 152 public wagons at
that time, "one half of which ... would have supplied all the wants of
the public service."42
Jesup's implicit points were, first, that in a territory where transportation was in chronic short supply, no one would park thirty-two
wagons in a corral for more than a year without making an effort to put
them to profitable use; and second, that as private property parked in a
government corral, the wagons could not be used legally for either private or army business. Those observations were valid as far as they went
but were based on imperfect knowledge of the facts. Johnson had purchased the wagons on credit from Ceran St. Vrain, a prosperous businessman and long-time New Mexico resident, and had also acquired, in
co-ownership with Reynolds, a sawmill four miles east of Santa Fe.
Johnson's wagons sustained severe damage, as Johnson knew at the
time, while under Reynolds's control and while being put to illegal uses
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Ceran St. Vrain. (Etching, MSS 987-012, courtesy Center for Southwest
Research,University of New Mexico, Albuquerque.)

from which Reynolds and Johnson both profited. One such use was the
hauling of saw logs to the mill to be cut into lumber. For reporting purposes and local consumption, Johnson was Reynolds's salaried agent,
and the wagons, logs, and mill were government property; in reality,
Reynolds and Johnson were business partners who paid themselves for
the logs with army funds and divided the proceeds. Most of that scenario
was later confirmed by a Treasury Department investigation and by a 17
January 1854 letter from one of Reynolds's former clerks, William A.
Miller, to Captain Easton. "In the spring of 1851 [probably 1850],"
Miller stated, "some heavy wagons were needed for hauling saw logs to
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the Gov 't Saw Mill [emphasis added], and the Wagon Master ... applied
to me.... There [were] none fit for the purpose, but in one of the yards
were a number of wagons that I supposed belonged to Mr. T. S. J.
Johnson. I went to him and asked him if he would loan them to the
Q.M. Dept. for a short time, provided they were returned in as good
order as they were taken. He replied, the wagons do not belong to me,
they belong to the Government, do what you please with them."43
More disastrous to Johnson than damage to his wagons was the revolution in Quartermaster's Department affairs wrought by Colonel
Sumner, whose draconian measures put Johnson and Reynolds out of
business and prevented Johnson from paying his debt to St. Vrain. The
New Mexico merchant then sued Johnson, and significantly, Reynolds
as well, and attached the mill and all rents due on it. On 21 June 1852
St. Vrain bought the mill for $500 at a court-ordered public auction;
however, in a move that would be inexplicable had Reynolds and
Johnson been operating a legitimate business, Sumner then claimed
army ownership of the mill and "repossessed" it. In short, although the
mill was the legal property of Reynolds and Johnson, the uses they
made of it and presumably the manner in which they financed its purchase were so irregular that the army was able to claim and secure own-·
ership. That reality notwithstanding, a Congressional committee
awarded Johnson $4,800 for damage to his wagons. Among the appeals
addressed to that body in Johnson's behalf was a letter from Justice
Houghton and Robert Nesbit attesting to the "great injustice" to which
Johnson had been subjected. 44
While the wagon episode was sorting itself out, Reynolds's difficulties intensified again when, in March 1853, the Franklin Pierce administration took office and Charles M. Conrad was replaced as secretary of
war by future Confederate president Jefferson Davis. In an ominous letter dated 11 May Davis informed Reynolds, "The report of the Second
Comptroller made to the Secretary of War on the 29th March charges
you with not having satisfactorily accounted for $41,809.42 of public
money. The report further charges you with rendering ... vouchers ...
for which you had already claimed and received credit and ... [with]
making erasures, additions and changes.... I am constrained to call
upon you for information as to the ... manner in which you propose to
answer the[se] grave charges and accusations.... [U]tmost promptness
is requisite. "45
.
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Perhaps shaken by Davis's tone, Reynolds requested, and on 15 September received, permission to return to New Mexico to obtain documentation and "testimony." On 27 November he arrived in Santa Fe and
spent a busy three months collecting vouchers and receipts, most ofwhich
were "voluntary"; that is, ex post facto certifications of transactions by
contractors and former agents. After narrowly averting incarceration in the
Santa Fe calabozo for nonpayment of personal debts, Reynolds arrived
back in Philadelphia on 30 March 1854 and announced that he had
obtamed "the evidence required." Four weeks later he informed the quartermaster general that his accounts had been submitted and, if all
vouchers "pass[ed] to his credit," he would be entitled to a $4,138.59
refund. Reynolds also requested that his pay suspension be lifted, a
request that Davis unceremoniously rejected. 46
On 28 February 1855 the Treasury Department's third auditor, Robert
J. Atkinson, unimpressed by Reynolds's new "evidence," issued a devastating, fifty-two quarto-page settlement disallowing 206 of Reynolds's
vouchers, receipts, and credits amounting to $70,481.66. 47 All of
Reynolds's "voluntary" vouchers were rejected on grounds that they
were rendered long after the date of the purported transaction, indicated the purchase of supplies that were not accounted for on returns and
inventories, related to purchases for which credit had been previously
Claimed, or showed that Reynolds illegally made purchases with personal funds and was due refunds. 48
Many of Reynolds's "original" vouchers were also rejected for
irregularities, such as failure to provide literate witnesses to the marks
inscribed by illiterate payees (the implication being that the payee was
not the person identified or did not receive the amount specified); dou, ble payments to employees for performing two full-time jobs at widespread locations; overwriting figures so that, to cite one example, the
amount paid for a large consignment of com was increased from $1.40
to $2.40 a bushel; altering voucher dates; submitting vouchers on forms
that, on the basis of their physical resemblance to other forms, were
printed at a later date than the one they carried; and overpayments to
William Davy and Thomas S. J. Johnson. 49
Completion of the third auditor's settlement was followed by
another six-month delay while the Treasury Department prepared a
summary report. On 5 September 1855 Secretary ofthe Treasury James
Guthrie informed Reynolds that, from t~e first quarter of 1848 through
the fourth quarter of 1851 he had failed, according to the second and
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third auditors, to account for property and funds totaling $122,904.57.
Reynolds was "direct[ed] and requir[ed]," Guthrie stated, to pay that
sum to the United States government "within one week," failing which
legal proceedings would be initiated. In a letter to Secretary of War
Davis dated 22 September, Guthrie specifically accused Reynolds of
"embezzlement" and laid out the charges against him. "I am of [the]
opinion," Guthrie concluded, "the public interest demands the removal
of Capt. Reynolds, and respectfully request you will lay his case before
the President for that purpose."50 .
And so, on or about 9 October 1855-undoubtedly the worst day of
his professional career if not his life-Reynolds received a copy of
General Order Number 15 signed by Secretary of War Davis: "Captain
Alexander W Reynolds . .. having on several occasions failed to render
his accounts within the period prescribed by law or satisfactorily to
account for such default; and having also failed to account satisfactorily, to a large amount, for public moneys placed in his hands, the
President of the United States directs that he be 'dismissed from the
public service.' Captain Reynolds accordingly ceases to be an officer of
the Army from October 8, 1855."51
"I have no words to express my astonishment or mortification,"
Reynolds replied to Davis on 12 October, "at so unexpected a communication.... I have never failed to render my accounts but under exigencies which no human power could avert.... In this whole transaction
I am the injured man ... with the government having all the
power
and I the feeble victim."52 In a letter to President Pierce the
next day he pleaded betrayal by his assistants and-presumably as an
exigency no human power could avert-the demands of his New
Mexico political career:
About the period of the first of these irregularities and omissions ... I was selected by the Democratic [Territorial] party as
their Candidate for . . . Congress and was prevailed upon to
accept the nomination. I thus became embroiled in the political
discussions that then agitated the whole Union and plunged
myself into the vortex of Controversy with all the unreflecting
enthusiasm of my nature, losing in the turmoil of excitement
that personal and critical supervision that my multifarious
duties demanded. In addit~on, the extent and character of my
duties called for my frequent absence from Santa Fe. . ..
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[D]uring these periods much of my business was necessarily
entrusted to my cash clerk, in whom I reposed the most implicit Confidence, and
I was assured that all matters were properly attended to
[That] he outrageously neglected to doL]
and I was not aware of this neglect until I was informed by let.ter from the Qr. M. Genl. 53
Unmoved by that disclaimer, the government filed a suit against
Reynolds to be tried the following February before the United States
District Court of Eastern Pennsylvania. On 11 December Reynolds
petitioned the court for a delay on grounds that "the testimony of witnesses, Officers of the Army and others in New Mexico and elsewhere
... could not be obtained in time." Somewhat unexpectedly that petition was granted, delaying his trial for another nineteen months. 54
Although relieved of the immediate necessity of defending himself
in court, Reynolds probably had little idea even at that late date how to
extricate himself from his difficulties. A more pressing concern, in any
event, was the disastrous state of his financial affairs. By the time he
was dismissed from the army, Reynolds's New Mexico empire was in
ruins. At least eight properties that he owned or in-which he held an
interest, including two of the four ranches, one of the two mills, and
both gold mines, had been sold by court order at public auction. The
other two ranches and one of his two Santa Fe houses were sold by
either Reynolds or his lawyers. A letter to Reynolds dated 31 January
1853 from one of his Santa Fe partners, Charles Blumner, suggests the
nature and dimensions of the debacle:
You have I hope received my letter ... in answer to Your letter
of Octobr. 15, which brought me Your power of att[orne]y and
a lot of notes & accounts.
In your last letter, ofNovbr. 13, You say "I send you all the
papers in my possession against Domingo Baca".... Domingo
Baca is dead, about 3 or 4 months; Jesus Maria Baca gone to
California with his family. We are proceeding against the Estate
of Domingo Baca.... Yarey is gone to California.... I have
not been able to collect a Dollar yet for you; but we will proceed now to bring suits against all. ... I have employed H. N.
Smith [as your attorney]; Houghton was employed by yourself.
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... Smith will write to you fully about the note of Frank Green
and the Exchange [Hotel] business.
The Hillary [Hotel] has been sold 3 or 4 times; first to
Stein, then to J. Spiegelberg, & now to Joseph Hersh. Your
interest in the same has not been sold.... Deus & Stein are not
able to pay anything now. Faundo Pino says he has paid the 100
dollars to you.... Candido Ortiz is gone to Chihuahua....
[He] was not worth 5$ here. 55
After reeling offa list of eighteen additional debtors against whom
he was proceeding, Blurnner added a few words establishing conclusively that Reynolds was in the lumber business on a personal as well as
a statement of our
official basis. "By next mail I shall ... send you
I shall likewise try to
business and ... all the cash I can get together
sell all your planks & lumber [emphasis added]."56
Reynolds's personal finances were in equally deplorable shape.
His Philadelphia home had been rented, leased, or sold two years earlier, and the family now resided in a hotel. As early as April 1853
Reynolds had written to Deputy Quartermaster General Thomas to
complain, "I have now been in Washington for more than a year....
[M]y expenses have been great, and ... I find great difficulty in supporting my family.... In order to obtain a speedy settlement ... I
respectfully request you will ... see the Hon. Sec of War and request
his early attention to [my case]." Although many delays were at his
own request or the result of his failure to supply documentation,
increasingly shrill letters on the same theme followed: "I have been
waiting so long for a settlement of my accounts," he wrote to Second
Comptroller John M. Brodhead on 11 April 1855, "that my patience is
sorely put to the test. You are aware my dear sir of the truly embarrassing situation in which I am placed-my pay having been suspended for
three years.... I have been compelled to tax friends [for] more than they
were able to suffer and I find myself overwhelmed in debt." On 29
August he informed Jesup that after four years of "dancing attendance
. on the Treasury" he was "destitute" and his property, from "neglect,"
had been "sacrificed." "Hell itself," he moaned to Brodhead a month
later, "is preferable to the miseries I endure." "For God's sake listen
to the voice of suffering," he begged Brodhead on 13 May 1856, "and
terminate my suspense."57
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To the trinary blows of dismissal· from the service, a suit filed by
the United States government, and financial catastrophe, a fourth was
added in December 1855 when a letter from the irrepressible Thomas
S. J. Johnson arrived at Reynolds's door: "I called this morning according to appointment and found you absent," Johnson wrote. "As to a
further postponement of action on my Claim of $5,859.86, I must
request you to put in writing the repeated verbal assurances you have
... given me as to the taking up in your accounts of your receipt to me
of July 1st 1851, or causing me to be otherwise paid by the Treasury
Dept. for the Lumber etc. supplied by me to you for the government. I
will then see whether and how much longer I may feel ... justified in
deferring my rights to your convenience."58
Here indeed was a new calamity. Johnson was claiming that he had
delivered lumber to Reynolds in Santa Fe for which he received only partial payment. Subsequently, Reynolds had acknowledged the shortfall,
amounting to $5,859.86, in an ambiguously worded receiptdated 1 July
1851. 59 If Johnson were to appear at the Treasury Department or in court
with proof of illicit lumber transactions, as he seemed prepared to do, the
$5,859.86 credit Reynolds had received on his accounts would be disallowed and, more to the point, the illegal nature of many of his New
Mexico business dealings might be exposed by a man whose knowledge
of them was comprehensive. Reynolds's reply to Johnson's note was
almost certainly oral, first because both men were in Philadelphia at the
time and second because Reynolds was too shrewd to put anything
incriminating in writing. Despite the absence of documentation, the
events that followed make the thrust of his response evident: By exposing illegalities in which Reynolds had been involved, Johnson would
almostcertainly expose his own complicity. Ifhe did not do so, Reynolds
would. The best way for Johnson to recover his money was to help
Reynolds win his suit, which included a claim that he was owed more
than $4,000 by the government. That money could then be paid to
Johnson. Unless Reynolds won his case and regained his commission, he
had little hope of even earning a comfortable living, let alone settling
Johnson's claim.
Johnson would probably have accepted that reasoning had Reynolds
acceded to his demand for a specific, forthright receipt. However,
Reynolds refused to sign anything. Consequently, on 20 February 1856
Johnson presented his lumber claim to the House of Representatives
Committee of Claims, which had acted favorably on his wagons claim
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the previous March. However, his new submission was rejected by the
committee three weeks later and referred to the Court of Claims in
Washington. A frustrated Johnson then set about securing evidence to
strengthen his case and, in order to exert maximum pressure on his erstwhile partner, announced himself ready to testify for the government at
Reynolds's forthcoming trial in Philadelphia. 6D
At that apparent nadir in Reynolds's affairs a ray of hope portending salvation materialized. As late as 13 May 1856 Reynolds was still
pushing for the Philadelphia court proceedings to begin. His letter of
that date, however, was his last attempt for many months to get the
trial underway. Reynolds's sudden indifference to government inaction
was motivated, the evidence suggests, by a desire to postpone the trial
until a new president took office the following March, for on 4 June
1856 former Kentucky senator John C. Breckinridge; first cousin of
one of Reynolds's New Mexico cronies, Lt. Col. John Breckinridge
Grayson of the Commissary Department, was nominated vice'-president at the Democratic Party convention in Cincinnati. Atop the
Democratic ticket was Reynolds's former benefactor, James Buchanan,
and working hard to secure the election of both was Buchanan's "chief
promoter," Breckinridge's "close friend," and Reynolds's patron in the
1847 Quartermaster's Department appointment episode, Philadelphia
editor and Democratic Party boss John W. Forney.6l
Reynolds's movements in the following weeks are untraceable, but
there is nothing in a letter that he wrote from Philadelphia on 13 April
to his sister, Sally Ann Patton, or in his 13 May letter to Brodhead (also
written from Philadelphia) to suggest that he planned to return to New
Mexico. However, sometime prior to about 7 June he departed for
Santa Fe. There, in addition to gathering character testimonials from
army comrades, he petitioned Grayson to exert his influence with
Breckinridge, who was indeed elected vice-president on the Buchanan
ticket on 4 November 1856. 62 It is also likely that Grayson's promise of
assistance involved a quid pro quo, for on 20 March 1857, by which
time Reynolds was back in Philadelphia, the flustered captain wrote to
Grayson as follows:
I received your letter yesterday on my return from Washington.
It has so overwhelmed me that I can scarcely write. Great God.
I was resting satisfied that the matter was long since settled and
was anxiously waiting to hear from you, not dreaming of any
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thing else. The first thing I did on arriving at Franklin [EI Paso,
Texas] was to See my friend [former Territorialist] Judge
[Simeon] Hart and arrange the matter for you. He promised to
attend to it without fail. Ifhe has failed to do so he has neglected to do that which I urged on him as of so vital importance to
me. I would rather have cut my heart out and laid it at your feet
than to have failed in any of my obligations to you my almost
worshiped friend-to you lowe more than to any man on
earth[,] and if I had not done ... every thing to fulfill my obligations . . . I should be stamped guilty of black ingratitude.
Confident that all was right I went on my way rejoicing, living
in· the hope that God would soon permit me to be with you
again. You can but imagine how Cut down I am and my little
wife has wept bitterly over the affair. I feel so miserable about
it that I am incapacitated to write....
If Houghton or Hart do not at once arrange our matters
draw on me here and I will Sell every thing I have ... to meet
it, but think not myoId friend that I would desigm~dlydisap
point or deceive yoU. 63
No record exists of New Mexico property transferred from
Reynolds to Grayson, and it is unlikely by that date that Reynolds had
any left to transfer. However, on 16 June 1856 Grayson had signed a
government contract with Hart for delivery to the army of 360,000
pounds of flour at 9.5¢ a pound beginning on 1 August. In mid-July it
developed that an additional supply was needed by the Regiment of
Mounted Riflemen (RMR), then en route to the territory. In the mistaken assumption, as he later claimed, that the RMR was to be stationed in
the newly acquired Gadsden Purchase, where shipment of flour would
involve additional costs, Grayson suspended the first contract. On 23
July, by which time Reynolds could have reached Santa Fe and brokered
a new arrangement, Grayson signed a second contract with Hart for
delivery of 250,000 pounds of flour at l6.7¢ a pound. As an unusually
credible court of inquiry later determined, "[D]uring the year ending
August 1st, 1857 [notwithstanding that the RMR was not in fact stationed in the Gadsden Purchase, only] 198,966 pounds [of the 360,000
specified] were demanded and received under the contract of June 16th
1856, while under that of July 23d, 1856, the whole amount of 250,000
pounds were demanded and received. It appears therefore that the more
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extravagant contract ... was executed to the exclusion of the cheaper,"
with an "actual loss" to the government of $27;818. Those findings to
the contrary, the court found "no complicity" between Hart and Grayson
and that Grayson "had no pecuniary interest in the fulfillment of the
contract. "64
Although there is no documentary proof that Reynolds brokered the
second flour contract, the dubious nature of that arrangement and the
fact that it involved an illegal "advanced payment" of $4,750 by
Grayson to Hart on about 15 August 1856 suggests, in the context of
Reynolds letter of 20 March 1851, that Reynolds engineered a kickback
for which he received (or divided with Grayson) $4,750 in badly needed cash and Grayson's promise to use his leverage with Breckinridge.
That arrangement nearly collapsed when Hart, for whatever reason,
was dilatory in returning the money to Grayson. The assistant commissary then complained to Reynolds, provoking the excited letter. Support
for that scenario exists in a letter that Reynolds wrote to Sally Ann
Patton from Santa Fe on 1 November 1856: "I hope to be able to obtain
a draft [check] as soon as Col Grayson returns.... 1 am nearly ready to
leave here ... [and] will do [so] soon."65
Although Breckinridge indeed would have been a powerful ally for
Reynolds in the new administration, he was probably not the only one.
The new secretary of war, John B. Floyd, was a fellow western
Virginian and, by Reynolds's account, a "friend" whose "influence"
was accessible. Another possible supporter was Virginia Congressman
John Letcher, Reynolds's "personal friend" and someone, according to
one of Reynolds 's New Mexico political allies, who "will assist you for
the love he bears Old Virginia." Yet another ally was almost certainly
Buchanan himself, who would have been even more receptive than he
was in 1847 to the solicitations of John Forney.66
Whatever doubts one retains that Reynolds co-opted the president
and vice-president of the United States, the secretary of war, a powerful Congressman, or some combination thereof are considerably
allayed by the events that unfolded when the Buchanan administration
took office on 4 March 1857. As recently as 21 February the outgoing
treasury secretary, James Guthrie, had emphatically rejected Reynolds's
proposal that the Philadelphia district court case, slated for trial by jury,
be submitted instead "to three arbitrators[,] two of whom shall be business men of Philadelphia and appointed by [presiding] Judge [John K.]
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Kane, and the third ... [an] accounting officer of the [treasury] department who shall be acquainted with accounts of this nature. "67
On 18 March, however, the new treasury secretary, Howell Cobb,
abruptly agreed to that arrangement, and on 22 July the trial opened.
United States attorney James C. VanDyke prosecuted the case, barrister
John B. Chapman defended Reynolds, and Philadelphia "business men"
Charles John Biddle and Rush VanDyke (probably a cousin or other
relation of James C. VanDyke), along with Treasury Department
accountant Richard T. Mathews, served as arbitrators. Mathews's relationship with Reynolds, if any, has not been established, but Reynolds,
James C. VanDyke, and arbitrators Rush VanDyke and Biddle (who may
have had business interests but were respectively a medical doctor and
a lawyer) were probably old acquaintances. In late 1846 Reynolds,
Biddle, and Rush VanDyke were engaged in recruiting Philadelphia men
to serve in the Mexican War-Reynolds for U.S. Army regiments, and
Biddle and VanDyke for volunteer units. In December of that year,
George Cadwalader, a Philadelphia militia general, requested that
Secretary of War William L. Marcy allow Reynolds to stand for election
as a field officer in a Pennsylvania volunteer regiment. Marcy rejected
that request on grounds of inability to fill the vacancy created by
Reynolds's departure; however, it is evident that Reynolds was eager for
volunteer service and promotion, and it is difficult to believe he was
unacquainted with company commanders such as Biddle and Rush
VanDyke who might serve iIi his regiment and whose support would be
essential in winning a field-officer election. Perhaps more to the point,
Biddle and James C. VanDyke were prominent members of .the
prosouthern wing of the Philadelphia Democratic Party of which John
Forney was a leader and to which the politically active Reynolds
belonged. Biddle subsequently became editor of The Age, a Philadelphia
newspaper that Forney described in his memoirs as "the Democratic
organ of Pennsylvania. "68
Over the next two months the three arbitrators made "a very thorough and extended examination': of settlements provided by the second
and third auditors. The second auditor's settlement has been lost, but the
third auditor's 28 February 1855 settlement---eontaining the accountants'
commentary on 206 vouchers disallowed for discrepancies, irregularities, inconsistencies, errors, erasures, alterations, and omissions-has
survived. Ofthe $70,481.66 the third auditor claimed Reynolds owed the
government, dubious firewood, saw log, and forage transactions with
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Robert Nesbit accounted for $16,889.71; vouchers "bearing marks,
alterations, etc." totaled $13,707.98; and "explanations, corrections,
etc." deemed unsatisfactory amounted to $12,575.42. A charge of
$29,110 for the "apparent over issue ... to public animals ... of 14,555
Bushels of Grain Forage" was "withdrawn for the present," but
Reynolds's claim that he "accidentally omitted" $70,000 worth of
vouchers from his returns was dismissed out of hand. The third auditor
also dryly rejected $9,000 worth of vouchers submitted by Reynolds
after the settlement was completed. 69
The examination of Reynolds's accounts appears to have been a
congenial group project in which questions, answers, explanations, and
commentaries were permitted from the prosecutor, defense attorney,
arbitrators, witnesses, and defendant. Reynolds also drafted a statement
for presentation either as a deposition or, as appears more likely from the
wording, a speech. It is unclear whether the statement was delivered as
written or, for that matter, at all, but Reynolds's remarks reveal his
defense strategy and, to an even greater extent, his character:
At my solicitation the present suit was instituted by the United
States. Up to this time the contest has been an unequal one, for
on the one side stood the government officials seeking advancement and preferment by their unmanly persecution of an injured
man, hoping to cover up their o[w]n peculations by a shoe
[show] of honesty and an ardent devotion to the interests of the
country, while on the other you behold ... an humble individual who ever endeavores [sic] to live up to the Soldiers Maxim,
that "he who serves his Country best-best serves himself."
The ... base imputations upon my character .. : [typify] that
uncharitable spirit Which is ever ready to pronounce a summary
verdict and conviction, founded upon no other ground but the
mere fact of a charge having been alleged[:] a confident air, and
an unbridled tongue, are all that are necessary nowadays to
[transform] an accuser ... into witness, Judge and Executioner.
His slanders die not without progeny [but] ... became the chain
which binds their bleeding victim. But I now feel that I stand on
hallowed ground, in the presence of a jury of my Peers, to abide
by the verdict of a Tribunal in which human malignity or party
rancour [sic] can have no share.
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Preferring the more active and perilous encounters of the
field, I was called on in the spring of 1848 to discharge the
duties of Asst. Qr. Master with but a limited knowledge of
accounts and bookkeeping and necessarily dependant upon
accident in securing faithful and well quallified [sic] clerks on
whom I was forced to rely.... I now ask those gentlemen who
are familiar with commercial transactions, who know the difficulties that arise in large cities, where ... you have daily evidence of imposition and dishonesty on the part of employees,
what . . . must have been the difficulties and embarrassments
that surrounded me in a strange and distant land dependant upon
adventurers. 7o
Seemingly oblivious to Reynolds's ad hominem attacks, fact twisting, and characteristic refusal to address inconvenient specifics, the arbitrators turned with ostensible dutifulness to an examination of each of
the 206 vouchers rejected by the third auditor. Of the 190 on which
their decisions are unambiguous and legible, the third auditor was overruled on 108, including virtually all containing alleged erasures and
alterations of dates and figures. Reynolds's firewood, saw log, and forage deals with Nesbit were passed as well. Among the eighty-two rejections sustained, slightly more than half involved small computation
errors. On 4 September 1857 the arbitrators rendered their verdict:
Reynolds's $70,481.66 debit on the third auditor's accpunt was reduced
by $61,420.73, leaving a balance due the government of$9,060.93. On
the second auditor's account, the arbitrators· disallowed the entire
$56,825.54 and credited Reynolds with having spent $9,491.56 of his
own money, leaving a net balance in his favor of $430.63. The arbitrators did reject, however, a new batch of. vouchers submitted by
Reynolds after the trial opened, and they "declined to entertain" a claim
he submitted for back pay.7!
The improbable outcome of the Philadelphia proceedings was followed by equally curious events. On 1 October 1857 United States
attorney James C. VanDyke, whose unaggressive conduct throughout
the trial and failure to call Thomas S. J. Johnson as a witness are more
suggestive of a complacent defense attorney than a determined government prosecutor, wrote a "confidential" letter to President Buchanan:
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I understand that Capn. Reynolds intends making an application
for restoration to his former position in the Army, and believing
that an expression of opinion from me on this subject would not
be unacceptable, I have yielded to the request of his able counsel to write you unofficially.
The investigation of the case by the referees and by myself
was thorough[,] and I take great pleasure in stating that my judgment coincided with theirs upon every voucher and every question in the case [emphasis added]. I think injustice has been
done to Capn. Reynolds. There were many instances during the
trial which satisfied me of his strict integrity and that he is a
gentleman of ... high toned honor [who] would adorn any station in our army. I think that after the terrible ordeal through
[which] he has passed untarnished, it would be but an act of
simple justice for the government to make all the reparation in
its power by promptly restoring to hiin the [illegible] of which
he has been deprived. 72
Arbitrators Biddle, Rush VanDyke, and Mathews followed a few
days later with a letter to Secretary ofWar Floyd, "add[ing] to their official action
their individual opinion that in the transactions submitted to them
there was not to be found anything to impugn the entire
integrity and good faith of Capt. Reynolds." Hard upon the heels of that
document came a letter from seventeen citizens of Greenbrier County
"unit[ing] most cordially" to request that Reynolds "be restored to his
place in the Army of the U.S." Having "successfully vindicated himself
against the charge brought against him," the writers reasoned, "there
cannot exist any longer a doubt that he honestly disbursed all the public monies that 'came into his hands." Testimonials from forty-seven
army officers followed, as did a petition signed by eighty-nine members of the Virginia state legislature urging Floyd not only to restore
Reynolds's commission but also appoint him major of a new regiment.
In the latter ambition, however, Reynolds was disappointed, having
already been reinstated as a captain in the Quartermaster's Department
on 29 March 1858.73
Following the Philadelphia verdict, partner-turned-nemesis Thomas
S. J. Johnson, whose suit was still pending before the Court of Claims,
quickly realized that Reynolds had neither the intention nor means to
pay his (Johnson's) lumber claim. Obtaining no satisfaction from an
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exchange of letters in which he obliquely threatened to challenge
Reynolds to a duel and Reynolds invited him to do so, Johnson formally laid his case before the War Department on 1 April. In a letter
addressed to Floyd but transmitted via Jesup, Johnson sensibly omitted
any hint about the total illegality of the lumber transactions but otherwise presented an accurate rendering ofthe facts.7 4
In 1849, '50 and part of 1851 I furnished to Capt A. W. Reynolds
... quantities of Coal and Lumber ... for which [vouchers] were
signed principally by Mr. S. W. Folger of Santa Fe[,] who acted
as my Agent. ... The greater portion of the money was paid to
me from time to time up to ... June 1851, at which time there
was a balance due .... of $5,859.86 for which Capt Reynolds ..
. gave me his official receipt. ...
I returned to this city [Washington] from St. Louis in July
1855 determined to have the Claim at once paid or to proceed
with the legal prosecution thereof.... I then explained to the
Hon. Jose M. Gallegos[,] the Delegate to Congress from N.
Mexico[,] my business with the Captain[,] exhibiting to him
the Captain's receipt, and asking him to go with me ... when I
presented it with a demand for settlement[.] He did so [and] the
receipt was at once acknowledged by the Captain ... [who]
stat[ed] ... his inability then to settle it but promis[ed] in a
short time to take it up in his accounts or to have it otherwise
paid.... [That] promise [has] not ... been acted on
.
I [have] never for an instant waived this claim
but simply postponed [its] prosecution ... through what I now find to
be a mistaken sympathy. I finally deemed it to be due to myself,
and necessary to protect the government against a double payment[,] to enter my protest against the payment to Capt
Reynolds [that is, the crediting to Reynolds's accounts] of the
amount claimed by me[,] as will appear by . . . [my letter]
addressed to the Secretary of the Treasury dated August 14th,
1856
I am informed by the Treasury Department that this
protest
[was] sent to Mr. [J. C.] Van Dyke ... to be used in
the suit of the U.S. versus Reynolds. I was not called as a witness in this [case] and think such omission a peculiar feature in
that trial. 75
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On 29 April, Johnson, correctly deducing from Floyd's silence that
his claim was going nowhere, wrote to Floyd and "specifically charg[ed]
Capt. A. W. Reynolds with fraud." After waiting three months for a reply,
Johnson sent a note to Jesup on 9 August inquiring "if any action has
been had on my letter." Jesup responded the next day that he had not seen
and knew nothing about Johnson's second letter, which, one supposes,
Floyd purposely neglected to forward. In any case, Johnson immediately
sent Jesup a copy and a request, which Jesup rejected, for a court of
inquiry into Reynolds's conduct. In the meantime, Reynolds was
assigned to duty at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, and departed for that post
in late May. By March 1859 he was serving as assistant quartermaster at
Indianola, Texas. The following month, however, he was summoned
back to Washington to defend himself before the Court of Claims. The
trial began on or about 16 May when Reynolds was.called to the stand
for the first of seven appearances. 76
Although the disputed voucher, which was in Johnson's handwriting,
contained nothing specific about lumber and was singularly ambiguous,
several witnesses testified that the signature was Reynolds's. Reynolds,
however, professed no recollection of signing the voucher. Without denying that the signature was his, he raised doubts about its authenticity by
testifying that "the signature looks very much like my own, and if it were
not for some points about it, which I do not recollect to have ever made
to any signature of mine, I might say that it was my own.... In fact, I
cannot say that it is not my signature."77
For his part, Johnson produced Congressman Gallegos and two of
his former lawyers as witnesses, all of whom testified that Reynolds had
acknowledged his debt to Johnson in their presence and requested that
payment be deferred until his accounts were settled. One of the two
lawyers stated that he approached Reynolds on the subject "at least thirty times," and the second recalled "five or six" conversations.
Unfortunately, the second lawyer, John S. Pollard, contradicted himself
as to the date of the only such meeting that Reynolds acknowledged.
Additionally, Johnson was severely handicapped by inability to disclose
his business partnership with Reynolds-including their co-ownership
of the mill where the lumber was cut. Most damaging for Johnson, however, was his own authentication of dozens of vouchers accepted by the
Treasury Department in settling Reynolds's accounts, including eleven
specifying purchase from Folger and himself of the lumber upon which
his claim was based. As the government solicitor pointed out, if
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Johnson's previous affirmations concerning the vouchers were true, he
had already received the sum claimed; if they were false, he had assisted Reynolds in "commit[ting] a fraud, and ... cannot be permitted to
disprove the truth of his own receipts." In short, the solicitor concluded
with impeccable logic, "whether the transaction was honest or dishonest
the claimant cannot recover."78
During the trial Reynolds did not shrink from dissimulation, obfuscation, and outright concealment. When questioned where army lumber
was sawed, he testified that there were only "two saw-mills [in New
Mexico] belonging to citizens-one [owned by] Mr. [Samuel] Augney,
and another by Mr. Thomas S. J. Johnson. The principal part of the
lumber that I purchased I think came from Mr. Johnson's mill, or the
mill of which he claimed to be the owner." In that response he ignored
the fact that he and Johnson were co-owners of the mill.79
Again, Reynolds was asked by Johnson: "Did you not know.· .. that
the lumber and coal was furnished by the plaintiff, and that Mr. Folger
acted only as my agent in signing the vouchers referred to; and was not
that the course preferred and adopted to avoid delays of credit and the
cavils ... treasury officers usually made to vouchers ... signed by citizens connected with the quartermaster's department?" After initially
declining to answer that dangerous question "unless the government
insists," Reynolds voluntarily responded, "I did not understand that
Folger was the agent. I know that Mr. Johnson did sell lumber to the
department, and probably through agents, as very few of his own vouchers
are there. [But] there is no reason why he should not sign the vouchers him.self, as there would have been no trouble nor cavil in the Treasury
Department. ... [M]any of my accounts ... will show that I have [made1
purchasers] from employees of the department ... and the accounts have
been allowed by the Auditor and Comptroller." Reynolds's portrayal of
the Treasury Department's six-year investigation as a noncavil is
remarkable, and, given the intimacy of his business, military, political, and personal association with Johnson, one may safely doubt he
was unaware that Folger was Johnson's agent. However, Johnson's
point concerning the use of agents to avoid Treasury Department
scrutiny partially explains why the government had such difficulty
proving the illegality of Reynolds's activities: in the Byzantine world of
New Mexico financial skullduggery, one can imagine the difficulty of
tracing transactions in which Johnson sometimes acted as Reynolds's
agent, Folger sometimes acted as Johnson's agent, and, as the third
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auditor's settlement establishes, one Lucien Stewart sometimes acted as
Folger's agent. 80
A final decision in the case was not rendered until 18 March 1861,
by which time the first shots of the Civil War were less than a month
away, but Judge James Hughes's ruling was clear, succinct, and difficult
to gainsay: "The [lumber and coal] transaction ... exhibits the plaintiff
furnishing vouchers, by himself and his agents, to the quartermaster, to
be used in the settlement of his accounts with the department, upon which
the money had not been paid. Such proceedings are in violation of the
express,provisions of a public statute, and no contract founded upon them
can be enforced in a court oflaw."81
Academic though Judge Hughes's decision may have been by the
time it was rendered, the court proceedings bring what appears to be the
critical aspect of the Reynolds-Johnson-Nesbit fraud and embezzlement
nexus into heightened focus; namely, their saw logs and lumber cartel.
Reynolds employed Nesbit as an agent to procure saw logs for the army;
civilian woodcutters, paid with army funds, cut the trees on government
land; and Nesbit, although a salaried government employee and not an
independent businessman, was paid for the logs with government funds
that were partially kicked back to Reynolds. The logs were then transported in the thirty-two wagons owned by Thomas S. J. Johnson to the
Santa Fe River sawmill owned by Reynolds and Johnson. There they
were sawed into lumber and transported to quartermaster depots controlled by Reynolds, who then paid Johnson for the lumber with government funds and received another kickback. Much of the lumber was utilized for government purposes, but, as the third auditor's settlement
demonstrated, much was unaccounted for. Some was retained by
Reynolds (as suggested by the reference to "your planks & lumber" in the
Blurnner letter of 31 January 1853) and either sold to Santa Fe businessmen, with Reynolds pocketing the profit, or, to provide a more secure
"laundering" function, exchanged for real estate. Such a transaction was
probably the sale of the Independence House Hotel to Reynolds for $5.00
by a consortium of Hispano businessmen on 23 December 1850.
Reynolds sold the hotel to another businessman, Solomon Jacob
Spiegelberg, for $3,466 eight days later; then, on 14 July 1851, bought it
back for $1.00. 82
Although Alexander W. Reynolds was an egregious exception to
one historian's "maturing ... ethic" of the pre-Civil War officer corps
as an "apolitical instrument of public policy," his significance in New
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Mexico history is less easily assessed. Much evidence to the contrary,
he was never convicted of embezzlement or any other crime, and he
was usually plausible, if not ultimately convincing, in his own defense.
Moreover, had he never set foot in New Mexico, it is likely that an
unfettered, scofflaw polity and venal economic system, already developing at the time of his arrival, would have continued its evolution.
Even so, it seems clear that Reynolds exacerbated, perfected, and systematized unsavory aspects of the territory's economic and political life
that otherwise would have been less toxic, divisive, and pervasive. It is
very doubtful, in short, that in the absence of an army man in their highest leadership the Territorialists could have forged a cohesive, coordinated alliance of so many practitioners of military, political, judicial,
and entrepreneurial corruption. 83
The institutionalized corruption of the Munroe-Houghton-Reynolds
regime also suggests alternative interpretations to some important events
of the early territorial period. For example, Colonel Sumner's attempt to
circumvent the astronomical cost of procuring supplies by establishing
"post farms" not only ended "in virtual failure," as historian Robert W.
Frazer has pointed out, but also provoked a severe if temporary depression in the territorial economy. The necessity for such an experiment,
however, probably had less to do with intrinsic economic factors than the.
excesses of Captain Reynolds. 84
To cite another example, the Territorialists' improbable 1850 flipflop to a pro-statehood position has been explained as primarily a
response to pressure from the Zachary Taylor administration and as a
reaction to territorial claims on New Mexico by Texas. Be that as it
may, .their sudden change was also a ploy to perpetuate the military
regime by demanding what, in the context of "the burning issue of slavery and its expansion," Congress would find it nearly impossible to
grant. To ensure rejection of New Mexico's statehood application, the
Territorialist-dominated constituent assembly produced a constitution
containing, in the words of historian Robert W. Larson, "an antislavery
provision that refused to equivocate and thereby reduce opposition
from Southern states." Lest Southern senators and congressmen miss
the point, the constitution was accompanied by a gratuitous declaration
proclaiming, "Wherever [slavery] has existed it has proved a curse and
a blight to the State upon which it has been inflicted,-a moral and
political evil. ... [W]e have unanimously rejected it':-ifforever." There
was truth, justice, and honor in those words, of course, but very little in
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the men who wrote them. They were surely intended as a death blow to
New Mexico statehood. 85
Looking at the slavery issue in a broader context, it is the authors'
belief that the Territorialists' uncompromising, high-profile abolitionism
was a masquerade to create the misimpression that slavery was an acrimonious issue in a region where, as Weightman rightly asserted in the
Congressional speech quoted above, it was virtually nonexistent and
"will not pay." Territorialist abolitionism also was not without hypocrisy
on a more elementary level. According to Weightman, the 1850 New
Mexico census enumerated only seventeen blacks (six slaves and eleven
freedmen) in a population of61,547. Page 362 of that census reveals that
two of the slaves, Thomas and Synta Reynolds, age forty-five and thirtytwo, were chattels of the senatorial candidate chosen by the
Territorialists under the abolitionist constitution they themselves had
written. The conclusion does not seem too harsh that the U.S. Army and
its Territorialist allies, in their venality, mendacity, cynicism, and
exploitation of Pueblos and Hispano pobres, created in New Mexico a
satrapy that was a travesty of American concepts of justice and government under the law. Reynolds's legacy was to be a founding father of an
appalling if short-lived polity analogous to the aberration he once
claimed would result under Hispano rule: namely, one that was "corrupt,
ignorant, and disgraceful in a Territory of the United States."86
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M16/1858, roll 583, LRAGO.
67. James C. VanDyke to F. B. Streeter (solicitor of the Treasury
Department), 18 February 1857, Miscellaneous Closed Cases, Records of the
Solicitor of the Treasury; Record Group 206, National Archives [hereafter
ST(MCC)].
68. John W. Fomey, Anecdotes ofPublic Men (1873; reprint, New York: Da
Capo Press, 197,0), 1:71; 1. Thomas Scharf and Thompson Westcott, History of
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1856-1865 (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1965), 69-70,
73-76,97,108-9,135-37,163,188. Previous social contact between Reynolds
and James C. VanDyke is likely also: their homes were in the 100 blocks of parallel streets one block apart.
Reynolds may have had another connection with Rush VanDyke. VanDyke
and Mary Reynolds's first husband, Thomas F. Ash, who died in a shipwreck in
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1838, were both physicians, graduates of Philadelphia's Medical College of
Pennsylvania, and Philadelphia practitioners. It seems probable that Ash and
VanDyke knew each other professionally and that Mary later introduced
VanDyke and Reynolds.
69. Rush VanDyke, Biddle, and Mathews statement of October 1857
(enclosure), from Reynolds to Floyd, 9 October 1857, M16/1858, roll 583,
LRAGO; Third Auditor's Settlement, 28 February 1855, pp. 53-54, 61-62, in
United States v. Alexander W Reynolds.
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District Court of Eastern Pennsylvania, Reynolds File, QGCc. Contrary to
Reynolds, the suit was not instituted at his solicitation. Reynolds had at one time
lobbied for an "amicable" suit to settle his accounts, but the idea was never
endorsed by the Treasury Department. Also, Reynolds was not "called on ... to
discharge the duties of Asst. Qr. Master" as he claimed, but, as described previously, he applied for a transfer to the Quartennaster's Department. While a decision on that request was pending, and contrary to his purported preference for
"the more active and perilous encounters of the field," he applied for an appointment as assistant adjutant general in the headquarters of the Adjutant General's
Department in Washington. See Reynolds to Stanton, 2 and 3 March 1847,
Reynolds File, QGCC; Reynolds to Col. Timothy Patrick Andrews (1st U.S.
Voltigeurs), 8 April 1847, R139/1847, roll 583, LRAGO.
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who fonnally proposed that the arbitration arrangement be substituted for a trial
by jury.
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Reynolds) and sixteen other citizens of Greenbrier County dated 9 October 1857
(enclosure), Testimonials of various dates signed by forty-seven U.S. Anny officers (enclosure), and Reynolds to Floyd, 9 October 1857, M16/1858, roll 583,
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Noncommissioned Officers, 1856-1858, Records of the Office of the Secretary
of War, Record Group 107, National Archives. Although Reynolds was perhaps
an extreme example, invocation of political influence in pursuit of promotion
was not uncommon among junior as well as senior army officers. See Skelton,
An American Profession ofArms, 289-90.
74. Johnson to Reynolds, 26 March and 3 April 1858, and Reynolds to
Johnson, I April 1858, Reynolds File, QGCc.
75. Johnson to Floyd, 1 April 1858, Reynolds File, QGCc.
76. Johnson to Jesup, 9 and 12 August 1858, Reynolds. File, .QGCC. See
also Jesup to Floyd, 8 April 1858, and Johnson to Floyd, 29 April 1858,
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Alexander W Reynolds; Santa Fe County Deed Book B, pp. 227-28, and Santa
Fe County Deed Book C, p. 85, New Mexico State Records Center and
Archives. Ultimately, Reynolds found himself in possession of a great deal more
lumber than the army could use or that he could sell or barter for personal profit. According to the settlement of 28 February 1855, a consignment of "more
than 47,000 feet of Lumber, in Capt. Reynolds' charge' ... [was] sold at Auction
[on] July 6, 1851." Third Auditor's Settlement, 28 February 1855, p. 56, in
United States v. Alexander W Reynolds.
83. Skelton, An American Profession' ofArms, 285, 304. In his admirably
researched and cogently argued book, Skelton also posits that "despite their professional inclinations toward authoritarian rule, most officer-administrators [military governors] avoided entanglements in local politics and carried out their
functions with fairness and objectivity." No doubt that is true, but here again
Colonel Munroe's New Mexico regime was a major exception. Skelton, An
American Profession ofArms, 300.
84. Frazer, Forts and Supplies, 62, 70. See also Gov. William Carr Lane to
Sarah Glasgow, 16 November 1852, in Ralph P. Bieber, ed., "Letters of William
Carr Lane, 1852-1854," New Mexico Historical Review 10 (April 1928): 190.
85. Larson, New Mexico s Questfor Statehood, 30-34. See also Howard R.
Lamar, The Far Southwest, 1846-1912: A Territorial History (New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1966), 74-78; Senate, speech by Senator Sam Houston of
Texas concering New Mexico (3 July 1850), Appendix to the Congressional
Globe, 31st Cong., 1st sess., 1849-1850, vol. 22, pt. 2:1715. When the abortive
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New Mexico state constitution of May 1850 was adopted, the proposals that
became known collectively as the Compromise of 1850 were the focus of
impassioned debate in Congress and throughout the nation. One such proposal, which became law on 9 September, provided for the organization of New
Mexico as a territory with the slavery question to be decided later by popular
sovereignty. In that context and with moderation and compromise absolute
necessities to insure the Union's survival, Territorialist motives for adopting a
state constitution denouncing as well as prohibiting slavery seem even more
suspect.
86. "Weightman Speech," Appendix to the Congressional Globe, vol.
24:323, 335; New Mexico Territorial Census, 1850, Santa Fe County, 362;
Twitchell, The Military Occupation ofNew Mexico, 177.
Reynolds's subsequent career was almost as improbable as his New
Mexico years. During the 1860 secession crisis he conspired with San Antonio
secessionists while serving as quartermaster of the U.S. Army's Department of
Texas, and $50,271.76 in government funds disappeared. Reynolds himself
soon did the same and, omitting the formality of resigning his commission, he
joined the rebellion. While Mary sat out the war in Philadelphia, Reynolds
served for four years as a colonel and brigadier general. The high point of his
Confederate career, and probably of his life, occurred on 25 November 1863,
at the Battle of Missionary Ridge, where he led his brigade with courage and
skill. Nevertheless, because of another general's erroneous report, he became
one of the scapegoats for that debacle. Pursued by reports of debauchery and
heavy drinking, he ended his Confederate service as commandant of an
obscure military district in northeast Georgia.
After the war Reynolds moved with Mary, Frank, and Frank's wife and
infant son to New York City, where he failed as a professional artist. In 1870, following several years of near poverty, father and son accepted commissions in the
army of the Egyptian khedive and sailed for Alexandria. There Reynolds served
ineffectually in various staff positions and lived in sybaritic gentility with his
extended family in a dilapidated palace. In July 1875, Frank, who had returned
to the United States with his wife, son, and Mary on an Egyptian Army assignment, died of a heart attack. Devastated by the loss of his only surViving child,
Reynolds sank into depression and alcoholism. He died, lonely and broke, in an
Alexandria rooming house on 26 May 1876, and was buried in a local cemetery.
His grave was apparently never marked and can no longer be located. See W. T.
Jordan Jr., 1. D. Chapla, and S. C. Sutton, Soldier of Misfortune: Alexander
Welch Reynolds of the United States, Confederate, and Egyptian Armies
(Lewisburg, W.Va.: Greenbrier Historical Society, in press); W. T. Jordan Jr. and
1. D. Chapla, "'0 what A Turbill Affair': Alexander W. Reynolds and His North
Carolina-Virginia Brigade at Missionary Ridge, Tennessee, November 25,
1863," North Carolina Historical Review 77 (July 2000): 312-36.

508

President Abraham Lincoln, ca. 1861. (Photograph by Matthew Brady,
neg. no. 0-60, courtesy The Lincoln Museum, Ft. Wayne, Ind.)

Lincoln's New Mexico Patronage:
Saving the Far Southwest for the Union
DEREN EARL KELLOGG

New Mexico Territory receives scant mention in connection with the
administration of President Abraham Lincoln. Historians have generally
concluded that Lincoln and other federal officials attached no great value
to the territory and mostly neglected it. It is true that Lincoln could devote
little attention to the administration of the western territories during the
Civil War, which threatened the very future of the country. However, evidence suggests that Lincoln did care about saving New Mexico:for the
Union and should be given some credit for achieving this goal. Aithough
Lincoln's western patronage record was generally undistinguished, his
appointments to the New Mexico Territory were popular men who had'
experience in the Southwest and who often did not identify themselves
with the Republican Party. In fact, the patronage record of New Mexico
was, in some ways, more.similar to those of the crucial border states of
Kentucky, Missouri, and Maryland than that of the remaining western
territories.
Even among historians ofthe Southwest, there has been a conception
that the region was mostly ignored by the federal government during the
Civil War. Those who mention the attitudes of Washington officials at all
usually stress their apathy in this matter. For instance, Ray C. Colton,
writing on the war in the southwestern temtories, argues that the federal
government assigned no "strategic importance" to New Mexico until
1862. Alvin Josephy, historian of the CivilWar in the West, states that
"the western territories, and particularly New Mexico, were treated
at times as if they were a nuisance." Likewise, James A. Howard II,
Deren Earl Kellogg earned his Ph.D. in history from the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. This article is adapted from his dissertation, "The Lincoln Administration and the Southwestern Territories."
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discussing the war in New Mexico and Arizona, concludes that the government viewed New Mexico "as a burden rather than as an attribute."l
Neither Lincoln scholars nor southwestern historians have examined
Lincoln's New Mexico patronage to any great degree. J. G. Randall's
classic multivolume biography of Lincoln and recent important biographies by David Herbert Donald and Philip Shaw Paludan note New
Mexico in connection with attempts to compromise the secession crisis
in 1861, but these scholars say nothing about Lincoln's appointments to
federal offices there. In their study of Lincoln's patronage, Harry Carman
and Reinhard H. Luthin assert that Lincoln's appointment of Henry
Connelly as governor of New Mexico Territory in 1861 was the only
gubernatorial appointment "not tinged with party politics," but their work
barely touches on territorial patronage. Histories of the West and
Southwest by Ralph Y. McGinnis and Howard Roberts Lamar do give
some information on the men Lincoln appointed to New Mexico offices
but fail to fit these appointments into the broader context of territorial
patronage. Loomis Morton Ganaway's work on New Mexico's place in
the prewar slavery controversy and Vincent G. Tegeder's article on territorial patronage give Lincoln credit for appointing loyal Democrats to
office in New Mexico, but Ganaway does not discuss territorial patronage
in general, while Tegeder fails to mention Connelly.2
Territorial patronage made up a large percentage of federal patronage in the mid-nineteenth century. In each territory, a governor was
chief executive and a territorial secretary carried out many of the same
functions as state lieutenant governors. In addition, each territory was
divided into three federal judicial districts, each of which was presided
over by a federal district judge. When sitting together, these three
judges formed the territorial supreme court. Other positions included
the territorial marshalcy and land office commissioner. All positions
were filled by presidential appointment subject to confirmation by the
Senate. Each territory also had the right to send a nonvoting delegate to
the U.S. House of Representatives; these were elected by the territorial
voters. 3
.
Lincoln's policy regarding civil appointments tothe territories was
not notably different from his predecessors and successors. Partisan
political considerations played the major part in deciding who would be
appointed. Patronage was a successful presidential candidate's main
method of rewarding his supporters. In Lincoln's case, his appointments had to be acceptable to powerful eastern Republicans. At the
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beginning of Lincoln's first term, there were eight western territories:
New Mexico, Dakota, Colorado, Nebraska, Utah, Nevada, Washington,
and Indian Territory. The last of these did not have a traditional civil
government since it was administered by the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
the branch of the Interior Department that oversaw administration of
Indian tribes. After his inauguration, then, Lincoln had the opportunity
to fill thirty-five major territorial posts, five in each territory. He
appointed residents to posts in their own territories in only nine
instances, four being in New Mexico. In the other western territories,
Lincoln appointed only five residents out of thirty total appointees and
never more than two residents in anyone territory. New Mexico was
the only territory in which residents were appointed as both governor
. and territorial secretary. The only other territory to receive a resident as
governor was Washington, but he was replaced by an Illinoisan before·
the year was out. 4
.
In the Lincoln administration, major territorial posts also tended
to go to Republicans. Many of Lincoln's appointments to territories
were associated with radical Republicans, men with very strong antislavery and politically partisan feelings. For instance, William Jayne,
appointed to the Dakota governorship, was favored by radicals
because of his strong antislavery views and his advocacy of a federally subsidized transcontinental railroad. Governor William Gilpin of
Colorado, who also supported the idea of a government-financed
transcontinental railroad, was supported by powerf\ll radical
Republican senator Benjamin F. Wade of Ohio. William H. Wallace,
Lincoln's first appointment as governor of Washington, supported
the radicals' goal of territorial organizations for Idaho and Montana.
However, some unfortunate territories were dumping grounds for
men who were clearly incompetent. For instance, Lincoln's first
appointee as governor of Utah, John W. Dawson, was a political hack
from Fort Wayne, Indiana, of such dubious character that Republican
leaders of that community had submitted his name for a territorial
office mainly to get rid of hiin. Outside New Mexico in 1861, the
only Democratic governor Lincoln appointed was James W. Nye, a
New Yorker who became Nevada's first and only territorial governor.
Despite his party affiliation, Nye was a close friend of Secretary of
State William H. Seward and a strong antislavery and pro-Union
advocate. Even chauvinistic Republican Horace Greeley, influential
editor of the New York Tribune, could approve of Nye. Lincoln's
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need to reward his supporters, Republican and Democratic, was
often the main impetus behind his choice of territorial officers. s
.Lincoln's New Mexico patronage, however, dramatically diverged
from this pattern. A prime example was Lincoln bestowing the governorship upon Dr. Henry Connelly, a Democrat. Born in Virginia in 1800
but raised in Kentucky, Connelly had been a resident of New Mexico
and Chihuahua since 1824. A prosperous and influential merchant in·
the territory when it still belonged to Mexico, Connelly had helped
arrange the surrender of New Mexico by Mexican governor Manuel
Armijo to American general Stephen W. Kearny during the war with
Mexico. In 1850 Connelly was elected governor of New Mexico during an abortive attempt to win statehood. From 1853 to 1859, he served
in the upper house of the territorial legislature and had close ties with
some of the most prominent Hispanic families of the territory. He married twice; both of his wives were Hispanas. When he was sworn in on
4 September 1861, he became the first resident to serve as territorial
governor of New Mexico under the United States. 6
Lincoln's choice for territorial secretary, the second highest territorial
office, was Miguel Antonio Otero Sr., another New Mexico resident identified with the Democrats. Born into a powerful New Mexican family,
Otero had been educated in St. Louis and New York after the territory's
transfer to the United States. In 1852-1853, Otero served in the territorial
legislature and defeated incumbent Manuel Gallegos in the 1855 election
for territorial delegate. In Washington D.C., Otero considered himself a
Democrat and supported the Kansas-Nebraska Act and Senator. Stephen
A. Douglas. He married a woman from South Carolina and became
known as a proslavery man. Otero won reelection to his post in 1857. Two
years later, he was instrumental in convincing the territorial legislature to
pass a law protecting slave property in New Mexico. He served as a delegate to the Democratic convention in Charleston in 1860, supporting
Douglas for the presidential nomination. Lincoln's victory with less than
forty percent of the popular vote drove Otero to criticize the election for
thwarting the will of the majority of the American people and bringing a
party of dangerous fanatics to power. In a manifesto "to the people ofNew
Mexico" dated 15 February 1861, Otero strongly censured the Republican
Party for its opposition to New Mexico's slave code, warning New
Mexicans of the "hostility to the death" that Republicans held toward New
Mexico and its people. He urged the election of anti-Republican legislators and delegates and predicted, "After a short duration of their power,
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Chief Justice Kirby Benedict. (Photograph by Nicholas Brown, neg. no
91330, courtesy Museum of New Mexico, Santa Fe.)

this horde of infidels will be driven from the Capital, and you, as well as
your fellow citizens of the States whose rights are menaced will be left in
peace and prosperity." However, Otero did not openly advocate the secession of the territory, instructing New Mexicans that "the faculties with
which the law has clothed the Legislative Assembly are sufficiently ample
for your protection." Likewise, he believed that Lincoln's antislavery tendencies would be moderated through Congress and that the election
results were not sufficient cause to destroy the Union. However, western newspapers reported that Otero allegedly favored joining California
and Oregon should they secede to form a "Pacific Republic."7
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Gov. Henry Connelly. (Portrait from Calvin Hom, New Mexico s Troubled
Years: The Story of the Early Territorial Governors (Albuquerque, N.Mex.:
Hom and Wallace, 1963),92.)

Lincoln retained Kirby Benedict, another Democrat, as chief justice
of the territorial supreme court. Benedict was one ofthe few New Mexico
officers whom the president knew personally. Although born in
Connecticut, Benedict had been an attorney in Illinois two decades earlier and knew Douglas as well as Lincoln. Since becoming a judge in New
Mexico in 1853, Benedict had gained a reputation as a political supporter of Douglas and had been appointed chief justice of New Mexico by
President James Buchanan in 1858. Despite Benedict's Democratic affiliation, Lincoln had faith in his Unionism and knowledge of the law, and
refused to remove him, even when radical Republicans protested. 8
For the other two supreme court justices in New Mexico, Lincoln
chose Sydney A. Hubbell and Joseph G. Knapp. Hubbell, a resident of
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Bernalillo County, New Mexico, had served on the Territorial Council,
in the upper house of the legislature, during the 1860-1861 session.
Although not a public figure as well-known as Connelly or Otero, he
was respected in the territory's legal community. A correspondent of the
New York Times reported that the new justice enjoyed "the full confidence of the bar and the public in devotion to his country's service."
The correspondent also praised Hubbell's "just discrimination and good
sense." Knapp, a resident of Wisconsin, was recommended to Lincoln
by Senator James R. Doolittle, a Republican of that state, and other
members of Wisconsin's congressional delegation. Knapp's appointment received little notice at the time, but he would later become the
center of one ofNew Mexico's most acrimonious public debates when he
criticized the policies of Brig. Gen. James H. Carleton, the commander
of the Department of New Mexico. 9
In appointing Connelly and Otero to office in New Mexico, Lincoln
faced substantial opposition within his own party. Several Republicans in
both New Mexico and the states were wary of Connelly. William Need,
a soldier in the territory, wrote Secretary of State Seward to protest
Connelly's nomination. According to Need, the nominee had- been a
friend of slavery-technically legal in New Mexico--and had himself
been a slaveholder. Only changing his allegiance in response to circumstances, Connelly was "now a professed neutral Union man, provided the
Union cause is strongest." A correspondent for the New York Tribune
made similar charges in October 1861. He alleged that Connelly was "at
heart a secessionist," had been a prime advocate of New Mexico's slave
code, and had aided secessionists in the territory. Instead of offering evidence, the correspondent claimed that these charges could "be proved if
necessary." In point of fact, the allegations of both Need and the
Tribune's correspondent contained some truth. Connelly was indeed a
former slaveholder and, as a member of the 1859 territorial legislature,
had voted in favor of the territorial slave code. lo
Like many Democratic Unionists, Connelly did not actively oppose
the institution of slavery at the war's beginning but neither did he ever
make any public statements or take any action in support of secession.
Most Republicans came to accept Connelly as his commitment to the
Union became apparent. On Christmas Day, the Tribune published, without editorial comment, a portion of Connelly's 1861 annual message, in
which the governor lauded New Mexicans' efforts on behalf of the Union
and promised to continue the fight against the Confederacy. The same
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Miguel A. Otero Sr., ca. 1881. (Photograph, neg. no. 152218, courtesy
Museum of New Mexico, Santa Fe.)

column and one published three days later also mentioned that Connelly
favored the repeal of the territorial slave code. The New YorkTimes, more
moderate than the Tribune yet still a pro-Lincoln paper, printed an
excerpt from Connelly's inaugural address, calling it "an able and patriotic document." A correspondent of the Ohio State Journal complimented Connelly on the antisecessionist tone, labelling his annual message
"most excellent." These impressions of Connelly were strengthened
when the New Mexico slave code was repealed in December and he
continued to speak out on the need for New Mexicans to support the
Union's war effort. ll
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Otero's nomination was not at all popular among Republicans, due
to his strong identification with the proslavery South and his open
excoriation of the Republican Party. The same William Need who had
warned Seward against Connelly also charged Otero with being lukewarm in his support of the Union. Need wrote, "I think he is a neutral
Union man, and can ~jump on either side of the fence.'" Greeley went a
step farther, bluntly calling Otero a "traitor." When Otero's nomination
was just a rumor, Greeley reminded New York Tribune readers of his role
in formulating a slave code for the territory and implied that Otero's
appointment to a territorial office would jeopardize New Mexico for the
Union. Greeley concluded, "There has been no more pliant tool of the
Slavery Extensionists than this same Otero." The Tribune printed Otero's
February manifesto without comment in November 1861 under the headline, "Secession in New Mexico." Although Otero did not explicitly call
for New Mexico to join the Confederacy, this document was generally
considered secessionist in tone by Republican sympathizers. "Luz," a
New York Tribune correspondent in New Mexico, claimed that Otero had
sent the manifesto to wealthy Hispanos, "urging on them strongly the
claims of the Southern Confederacy to their support." So pervasive was
this interpretation of the manifesto that it was passed on to historians.
Benson J. Lossing's Pictorial History ofthe Civil War, a popular history
that went through several editions in the late nineteenth century, stated
that the purpose of the manifesto was "to incite the inhabitants Of New
Mexico to rebellion." In 1889 the well-known historian of the West,
Hubert Howe Bancroft cited Lossing's statement, although Bancroft did
not study the address himself. As late as the 1920s, New Mexico historian Ralph Emerson Twitchell accused Otero of being "disloyal to the
core," mainly on the basis of the manifesto. Twitchell's assessment
apparently agreed with that of Otero's Republican contemporaries, for in
July Otero's nomination was decisively defeated in the United States
Senate. The three-term delegate very quickly faded from the New
Mexico political scene; he had already decided to pursue mercantile
interests in Missouri. He had delayed his departure only to serve as territorial secretary. With nothing further to hold him in New Mexico,
Otero moved to Missouri in 1862. 12
Why did Lincoln break with his usual territorial policy so dramatically in making appointments to New Mexico? New Mexico was a
unique territory at the outset of the Civil War. It was still relatively new,
most of its geographical area only becoming part of the United States
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in 1848 as a result of American victory in the war with Mexico. The
area bounded by the Rio Grande on the east, the Colorado River on the
west, the Gila River on the north, and the Mexican border on the south
was an even more recent acquisition officially purchased from Mexico
in 1854. Commonly called the Gadsden Purchase, this parcel of land
was known popularly as "Arizona," although it was part of New
Mexico Territory and not a separate political entity. Alone among western territories, New Mexico had a non-Indian population made up
mostly of Hispanos, former citizens of Mexico who retained their own
culture and Spanish language under American jurisdiction. The census
of 1850 counted fewer than six hundred English-speaking whites, or
Anglos, out of a total non-Indian population of nearly fifty-seven thousand people in New Mexico. 13
Lincoln had to make patronage decisions against a backdrop of
public pessimism in the North over New Mexico's loyalty. It was widely
believed in the loyal states that New Mexico was in great danger of
becoming a part of the Confederacy. Greeley asserted that New Mexico's
leading men and officeholders were all southern sympathizers and that
"the masses are their blind, facile tools." In February 1861, Greeley
declared that "the secession rebellion is in full blast" in southern New
Mexico. The New York Tribune reported that pro-Confederate leaders
were mounting an effort to take New Mexico into the Confederacy. "With
the help of Texas and of Gen. Twiggs [they] may perhaps hope to succeed," Greeley concluded. 14
Their apprehension had some foundation; a number of factors tied
New Mexico to the South. The 1859 slave code had been passed to create alliance with southern legislators to help New Mexico win a
transcontinental railroad route. In addition, many men who held important federal positions in the territory had been appointed by Democratic
administrations and were of southern origins or had expressed sympathy
for the slave states. Colonel William W. Loring, who became the commander of the Military Department of New Mexico in March 1861, was
a North Carolinian, as was Governor Abraham Rencher, Connelly's
predecessor. Rencher, called by Greeley's New York Tribune "a useful
tool of the Slave Power," was the latest in a line of southern men to hold
the top executive office in the territory; all three of his predecessors as
civil governor had been residents of slave states at the time they were
appointed to office. Territorial Secretary Alexander M. Jackson, whom
Otero was to replace, had been born in Ireland, but was raised in
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Mississippi and openly supported the Confederacy. Many of the men
who owned' mines in the southern and southwestern parts of the territory, such as Granville Oury and Sylvester Mowry, were sympathetic to
the South. Otero himself, who was finishing his third term as territorial
delegate in 1861, openly declared his alliance with southern legislators
in Washington. Greeley concluded that "zealous Slavery Propagandists
fill all the important Federal offices" in New Mexico. On 2 April, echoing Greeley, the St. Louis Republican published an anonymous letter
charging Governor Rencher with leading a prosouthern "revolution" in
Santa Fe and capturing nearby Fort Marcy. IS
The rumor lacked even a shred of truth, but the Tribune and
Republican articles typified Union public attitudes toward New Mexico.
In addition, the president of the Confederate States ofAmerica, Jefferson
Davis, was known to have a marked interest in the Far Southwest. As
President Franklin Pierce's secretary of war, Davis had ordered the
exploration and survey of the region and urged the Gadsden Purchase
to pave the way for a transcontinental railroad through the region, a
route that would have benefitted the slave states. There was some suspicion that he had deliberately stocked the territory with military officers whom he knew to be secessionists. From New Mexico, Need wrote
to Secretary of War Simon Cameron that Davis's "military prototypes
and proteges ... were placed here purposely to second and forward his
ulterior designs." The New York Tribune charged, "Pro-Slavery Army
officers have been sent there, taking slaves with them."16
It was not unusual for easterners to question the devotion of western residents to the Union in 1861, but in New Mexico hard evidence
demonstrated that disloyalty was a serious problem. Although rumors
of pro-Confederate activity in the Santa Fe area were false, resentment
against the North was strong in the Gadsden Purchase area known as
Arizona-although this resentment was directed as' much against the
territorial government as against Washington. Because this area was so
far distant from the territorial capital and could only be reached through
land occupied by hostile tribes, the territorial government never established regular courts or law enforcement there. Disgusted with this state
of affairs, Arizonans had been agItating since 1856 to have the region
declared a separate federal territory. In 1860 a public convention met at
Mesilla, a town on the Rio Grande in southern New Mexico and founded the Territory of Arizona. On 16 March 1861 its leaders declared
Arizona's attachment to the Confederacy. Later that spring, another
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convention in Arizona's other population center, Tucson, seconded this
initiative. Aiding this process were Arizona's commercial ties to Texas
and the Texans themselves, who sent representatives to encourage the
Arizona secessionist movement.!?
Another danger was that New Mexico was the only western territory, excepting Indian Territory, to border on a rebellious state. Texans
had long dreamed of acquiring an outlet to the Pacific, and the
Confederacy was aiming at an alliance with, or a military takeover of,
the northern Mexican states, which would endanger New Mexico. New
Mexico stood on the route of any invasion that the South might launch
against mineral-rich California as well.!S
Lincoln, then, was aware that the Far Southwest was highly vulnerable to Confederate and pro-Confederate influence. Appointing
officials sent from eastern states, he surmised, would only cause local
resentment that might very well tip the balance of popular feeling
against Washington and toward the secessionists. Yet, if Lincoln desired
to appoint residents to federal New Mexico posts, he would have to do so
at the expense of strengthening the Republican Party in the territory.
Because New Mexico had been Mexican territory until 1848, traditional
American party organizations were of little importance in the territory.
Throughout the l850s, the vast majority of legislators in New Mexico
were of Mexican origin, and few had ever been exposed to or had a
chance to take part in the American party system. Parties in New Mexico
tended to be semiformal groupings based on specific regional issues. The
first political factions under U.S. governance had formed around 1851
over the issue of whether Hispanos or Anglos should hold key territorial
offices. Later, attempts to reform the Roman Catholic Church in the
territory provided another issue that fractured the existing factions.
Although prominent New Mexicans occasionally identified themselves
with national parties, loyalties to family and to local and regional factions
were ofmuch more importance and overshadowed national political allegiances. Given that Democratic administrations had been in power for all
but the first two years of New Mexico's tenure as a territory, most of the
experienced New Mexico politicians from the states were Democratic
officeholders. Although a few individuals in New Mexico claimed allegiance to the Republican Party, there was no effective party organization
from which Lincoln could draw appointrnents.!9
Under these conditions, Lincoln proved willing to give serious
weight to patronage recommendations from residents of the area. His
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main correspondent from New Mexico was John S. Watts, a former federaljustice in the territory. Watts came from the same Whig-Republican
background as the president. A lawyer in Indiana in the 1840s, he had
served as a Whig in Indiana's House of Representatives from 1846 to
1847 and had been appointed an associate justice in New Mexico by
Whig president Millard Fillmore in 1851. After resigning in 1854,
Watts stayed on to practice law. By 1861, he was known as one of the
territory's leading Unionists. In several letters to both Lincoln and
Seward, Watts emphasized that placing nonresidents in New Mexico's
territorial offices would have serious consequences. "If you or your
cabinet are of the opinion that you have not friends enough in New
Mexico to fill the little worthless places to be filled in it," Watts
informed the president, "so long as that opinion is entertained and acted
upon you will never have votes enough to win an election in it."20·
Watts recommended both Connelly and Otero for their territorial
posts. He called the former "the most able influential and popular man
in New Mexico." Watts's recommendation for Otero was even more
emphatically stated: "Upon the appointment of Mr. Otero to this office
depends the success or failure of the administration in New Mexico."
Dr. Michael Steck, a longtime resident of the territory who would.
become its superintendent of Indian affairs the following year, concurred with Watts. Both men daimedthat Otero would, in Steck's
words, "favour the views of the present administration," a surprising
statement in view of Otero's clearly stated antipathy to Republicanism.
However, the two men believed that Otero could help solidify the
ostensibly doubtful Unionism of New Mexico's Hispanos, who were,
after all, the dominant population of citizens in the territory, at least in
a numerical sense. "Had the question of disunion not presented itself I
should not have recommended the appointment of Mr. Otero," Watts
informed Lincoln, "but the issue now is with New Mexico, Texas and
slavery or the United States and freedom and in that battle I shall find
Mr. Otero and the large mass of his people on the side of the Union and
freedom." Watts believed that having Otero as secretary would "preserve the Territory from internal discontent." He explained to Lincoln,
"If [Otero] is appointed the large majority of the contending parties are
united and success is easy. If he is not appointed he will be run for
Delegate and party issues will be deepened and intensified." Steck succinctly summed up the point: "[Otero] is a native of this territory and
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connected with the most wealthy and influential families in the Country
and enjoys the entire confidence of his people."21
President Lincoln put a great deal of stock in Watts's judgement. His
western origins, his Whig political background, his well-known
Unionism, and his appointment to federal office by the Fillmore administration for which Lincoln vigorously campaigned, may well have made
the president favorably inclined toward the frontier lawyer. In addition,
by providing a detailed list of recommendations, Watts relieved Lincoln
of the tedious task of finding for himself men fit to govern a distant territory about which Lincoln had little firsthand knowledge. Still, Lincoln's
decision to be guided by Watts shows a good deal of consideration
toward New Mexico. Acting on Watts's recommendation, Lincoln both
defied elements of his own party and broke with his usual policy for
appointing territorial officials. 22
Congress's refusal to confirm Otero's appointment left Lincoln with
the problem of finding a replacement. His choice, James H. Holmes, was
a more typical Lincoln territorial appointee than Otero. A Republican and
native of New York, Holmes had been nominated for office by two powerful Republican senators, James H. Lane of Kansas and Charles Sumner
of Massachusetts. On the other hand, Holmes had lived in New Mexico
for three years before his appointment; so he presumably had some familiarity with the territory before taking the job. Holmes proved to be an
unfortunate choice for Lincoln. The new secretary was widely unpopular
in the territory and provoked a battle between a coalition of moderate
Republicans and Democrats, led by Watts (now territorial delegate), and
more radical Republicans. In February 1862, Watts charged Holmes with
leaving New Mexico without State Department permission at a time when
the territory was under threat of conquest by Texas. According to Watts,
Holmes had gone to Washington "to slander the Governor, the
Superintendent ofIndianAffairs, myself, and other friends of your admin- .
istration because we are not rabid abolitionists." Watts also preferred
against Holmes a long list of formal charges encompassing both personal
misconduct and official corruption. The former included allegations that
Holmes had owned a brothel and a "Whiskey Shop" near Fort Union,
New Mexico. The latter encompassed accusations that the secretary had
given to relatives and acquaintances drafts from public funds and secured
an appointment as New Mexico's U.S. marshal for his brother-in-law,
who was neither qualified for the post nor a resident of the territory. Watts
even went so far as to state that Holmes was "utterly condemned &
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despised as unworthy of the association of gentlemen by all the Federal
Officers in N. Mexico." In addition, Holmes attempted to found a newspaper in Santa Fe, which appeared to be a conflict of interest to many
New Mexicans, given that the territorial secretary awarded government
printing contracts. 23
Holmes's supporters charged that the campaign against him was part
of an overall effort to discredit Republicans in the territory and open it to
domination by men whose loyalty to the Union was dangerously unreliable. Watts's remark about abolitionism was almost certainly a response to
attempts by Holmes to bring the issue of the repealed 1859 slave code into
the battle. Writing in defense of Holmes was Eliakim Persons Walton, a
Republican congressman from Vermont. Walton was also a personal
friend of S. B. Watrous, a leading Republican in New Mexico. The
Vermont politician stated of Governor Connelly, Superintendent James L.
Collins, Chief Justice Benedict, and their supporters, "I know some of
them as the. tools of Reuben Davis of Mississippi in foisting the notorious
and abominable pro-slavery act upon an unwilling people, and some of
them as sympathizers with rebels." Augustus Wattles, an Indian agent in
the territory, charged that the opposition to Holmes was a politically motivated response to his efforts to build "a Republican press and Republican
Party in New Mexico," and thus to resist the passage of New Mexico into
Democratic and, implicitly, disloyal ranks. Senator Sumner reminded
Lincoln that Holmes had founded "a Republican paper" in Santa Fe, and'
Senator Samuel C. Pomeroy of Kansas warned Lincoln that removing
Holmes "would.be disastrous to the best interests" of New Mexico. 24
Lincoln's previous appointments, especially those of Connelly and
Otero, had been opposed by the radical Republicans both in Congress
and New Mexico, but Holmes's appointment prefigured the greater success radicals would have in influencing New Mexican affairs after the
Union repulse of the Confederate invasion in 1862. It soon became
clear, however, that Watts's influence with the administration had not
ended, for by January 1862 Lincoln and Seward had already decided to
remove Holmes. An anonymous note on the State Department's copy of
the charges against Holmes hints at the trust Watts still inspired in
Washington: "Mr. Watts bases his application for the removal of Mr.
Holmes upon facts communicated to him from sources known to be
true." A striking sign of Lincoln's concern for public opinion within the
territory was that he held it above the wishes of such influential
Republicans as Sumner and Pomeroy.25
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To evaluate the role that New Mexico's distinctive situation may
have played in Lincoln's appointments, it is useful to examine briefly
his patronage record in New Mexico's neighbor to the north.
Colorado Territory shared some characteristics with New Mexico.
Although not contiguous to any seceded state, fewer than fifty miles
lay between Colorado's southeastern comer and the nearest point in
Texas, across the panhandle of Indian Territory. Also, rumors of proConfederate initiatives in Colorado were rife in the early days of the
conflict. A few secessionists in the territory made no secret of their
sympathies, causing Unionists to fear widespread anti-Unionist conspiracies~ Shortly after taking office in May 1861, Governor William
Gilpin warned Colonel Edward R. S. Canby, the commander of the
Department of New Mexico in Santa Fe, of "the strong and malignant
element within this Territory," whose object was a· takeover of
Colorado as a prelude to a Confederate invasion of New Mexico.
Rumors of secessionist sentiment in Colorado had already reached
Lincoln's ears in Washington by the spring of 1861. He had given
face-to-face instructions to Gilpin that the latter's mission as governor would be to keep Colorado from falling into the hands of the
secessionists. 26
Lincoln appointed territorial officials to Colorado with much the same
discernment that was evident in the New Mexican appointments. For
example Gilpin, although a resident of Missouri, was an acknowledged
expert on Colorado. While serving in Colonel Alexander Doniphan's
command during the Mexican War, Gilpin had traveled extensively in
the area. In 1860, he authored a book praising Colorado's mineral
potential, even going so far as to predict that the territory would one
day become the center of world civilization. So Closely was Gilpin
identified with Colorado that a Lincoln-authored memorandum on territorial appointments identified him as being "of Colorado" although he
lived in Missouri. Gilpin's appointment was a popular one in the territory. The territorial secretary, Lewis L. Weld, was also very familiar
with Colorado, working as an attorney in Colonido for several years,
and practicing law for a time in Denver and then in the gold-mining
region of Gregory. Thus, the two most important federal officials in
Colorado were men who were knowledgeable about the region and
familiar to residents of the territory. Only one other Coloradan was
appointed to a federal post-Denver businessman Copeland Townsend
as U.S. marshal. The remainder of territorial offices went to outsiders,
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but Lincoln's slate of appointments generally met with widespread
approval in the territory. His patronage in Colorado reflected his policy
in New Mexico: appointing well-known figures with creditable qualifications to the most important offices. Also as in New Mexico, Lincoln's
appointment took strongly into account the perception. that Colorado
was vulnerable to Confederate attack.27
The experience of New Mexico in federal patronage resembled that
of the border slave states more than that of other western territories. In
the crucial states of Missouri, Kentucky, Maryland, and Delaware-slave
states that did not secede-Lincoln also concentrated on appointing
strong Unionists regardless of party. Although the president could not
appoint high executive officials to the states, he did control important
federal offices such as United States postmasters, district attorneys, and
marshals and, of course, appointments to the highest level of the military.
For instance, Kentucky's United States district attorney, James Harlan,
was a Unionist Whig, as were many' of the appointments to federal offices
in that state. Lincoln split his Maryland patronage almost equally
between the followers of his Republican postmaster general,
Montgomery Blair, and the faction loyal to powerful congressman Henry
Winter Davis, a political gadfly who had supported the Constitutional
Union Party in the 1860 presidential election. In Missouri, Lincoln
allowed himself to be guided in patronage matters by Francis P. Blair Jr.,
brother of the postmaster general. The Blair~ were Republicans, but moderate ones; family patriarch Francis P. Blair Sr. was a slaveholder and the
family enjoyed credibility among Democrats. Their dedication to the
.Union cause was not in question in the Lincoln administration, but his
commitment to the Blairs angered many radical Republicans. Lincoln
also removed General John C. Fremont, a hero to many radicals, from
command in Missouri after the general issued an unpopular proclamation freeing the slaves of Confederate sympathizers. 28
New Mexico fits into this pattern quite neatly, although in some
ways Lincoln went farther in the territory to appease non-Republicans
than he did in the border states. Many non-Republicans he appointed to
office in the states were Constitutional Unionists or Whigs, but most
New Mexico appointments went to Democrats, and few appointees in
border states had the kind of prosouthern history that Otero could claim.
Of course, far less was at stake in New Mexico than in Missouri,
Kentucky, or Maryland. The secession of Maryland would have left the
national .capital entirely surrounded by Confederate territory, and
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Lincoln was convinced that the loss of Kentucky would make the entire
Union military position untenable. It is likely that Lincoln carefully
struck a balance between Unionism and local acceptance even more in
the border states than in New Mexico. Still, the similarity of Lincoln's
patronage policy in New Mexico to that in the border states suggests the
territory's strategic importance in Lincoln's thinking. 29
Although not an economically critical territory in 1861, Lincoln considered New Mexico important enough to abandon partisan considerations in his initial appointments in order to ensure that the territory stayed
loyal to Washington. Confederate troops from Texas invaded New
Mexico and captured Mesilla late in the summer of 1861. After a winter
break, Confederate general Henry Hopkins Sibley, who had served in the
U.S. Army in New Mexico, resumed the offensive in February 1862.
Although Sibley hoped to win converts from New Mexico to his cause,
he received almost no support north of secessionist Arizona. Two complete New Mexico volunteer regiments were raised from the Hispanic
population to fight the invaders. Many Hispanos were motivated by a
profound hatred of Texans harking back to Texan filibustering expeditions against New Mexico in the 1840s and the Texas-New Mexico
boundary dispute at the end of the Mexican-American War. However,
Lincoln's appointees certainly helped the cause of Unionism in the territory. Governor Connelly in particular was instrumental in rallying New
Mexicans to resist the Confederate invasion, mostly by appealing to their
enmity toward Texans. The Texans were initially successful, even managing to capture Santa Fe. However, by July 1862 they were pushed out
of the territory by the New Mexicans augmented by troops from
Colorado and Califomia. 30
Once the Confederate threat was removed, Lincoln's appointment
policy in New Mexico became more typical of his territorial patronage
as a whole. After this point, Lincoln's appointments seemed motivated
by partisan politics to a greater degree. The discredited Secretary
Holmes was replaced by William F. M. Amy, who had formerly resided
in Illinois, where he was an acquaintance of Lincoln, and in Kansas. He
had lived in New Mexico for only a year after being appointed the
Indian agent for the Ute and Jicarilla Apache agency in the northern part
of the territory. A well-known radical Republican, Amy heightened
political tension in the territory by attempting to counteract the influence
of the earlier Democratic appointees such as Connelly. The governor and
Justice Benedict were allowed to maintain their posts fOf the rest of
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Lincoln's life, but many lesser offices went to men of powerful
Republican connections. For instance, Nathaniel Usher, brother of
Secretary of the Interior John Palmer Usher, was appointed a Federal
district justice in New Mexico in 1864. This later switch in policy helped
demonstrate that during the early crisis months Lincoln was less concerned with creating political allies among the Republicans-radicals
particularly-than with trying to ensure the loyalty of New Mexico's
residents. The appointments of Connelly and Otero to federal office
alienated some Republicans but won the Lincoln administration friends
in New Mexico. Once that crisis was over, patronage in New Mexico
became motivated more by political partisanship especially as Lincoln
looked toward reelection in fall 1864. 31
It would certainly be difficult to argue against the prevailing notion
that the federal government assigned relatively little importance to New
Mexico in 1861. And yet, perhaps Lincoln should be given more credit
for foresight on the issue than he has been. Throughout most of the nineteenth century, territorial patronage was granted for partisan considerations and Lincoln's appointments were, on the whole, no exception to
this rule. His early appointments to New Mexico Territory's offices,
however, did constitute an exception. New Mexico's unique position as
a territory with a non-Anglo majority among U.S. citizens, proximity to
a seceded state, and a strong secessionist movement made enough of an
impression to justify Lincoln abandoning his usual territorial policy and
defying his own party to ensure that the territory stayed loyal to the
Union. His New Mexico patronage policy did bear some similarities to
his policies in the border states, where he sought to build broad crossparty coalitions that would help ensure their citizens' loyalty. Although
Lincoln's record as a territorial administrator was generally unexceptional, New Mexico's experience proved that he could be flexible and
inspired when the situation demanded.
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"Is This to Be the Glory of Our Brave Men?":
The New Mexico Civil War Journal and Letters
of Dr. Henry Jacob "Hal" Hunter
EDITED BY

JERRY THOMPSON

INTRODUCTION

Not until the approach of the Civil War centennial did any serious
scholarship appear on the war in New Mexico Territory. Major studies,
as expected, concentrated on the grandiose and ill-fated Confederate
invasion of 1861-1862. 1 Just before the centennial and in the decades
that followed, biographers chronicled the Union and Confederate commanders of the two armies, respectively Edward R. S. Canby and Henry
Hopkins Sibley, as well as many of their subordinates. 2 Even more
impressive are several thoroughly researched books on the pivqtal battles of Valverde and Glorieta and two superb studies of southern objectives that detail the dramatic failure of the Confederate Army of New
Mexico to create an empire in the remote Southwest) Moreover, since
1960, over twenty journal articles have discussed everything from
whether the retreating Federals from Fort Fillmore had whiskey in their
canteens prior to their surrender at St. Augustine Pass in July 1861, to
exactly who guided the "Pikes Peakers" to destroy the Rebel supply
train in the depths of Apache Canyon during the Battle of Glorieta. 4
Letters, diaries, journals and memoirs from soldiers on both sides have
also appeared in print. s
One unique journal is that of a Confederate assistant surgeon in the
Seventh Regiment of the Sibley Brigade, Dr. Henry Jacob Hunter, a
twenty-four-year-old physician in the Anderson County Buckhunters
from Palestine, Texas. 6 From the time Hunter left his home in Palestine
in the autumn of 1861 until the demoralized Texans limped back into
Jerry Thompson, dean of the College of Arts and Humanities at Texas A & M
International University at Laredo, is an' authority on the Civil War in the Southwest
and on the Texas-Mexico border, His Texas and New Mexico on the Eve ofthe Civil War
is due out from the University of New Mexico Press in early spring 2001.
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,Dr. Henry Jacob "Hal" Hunter. (Photograph courtesy Museum for East
Texas Culture, Palestine,)
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the Mesilla Valley in the summer of 1862, he daily recorded his thoughts
in pencil in a small three-inch-by-five-inch leather-bound pocket journal.
Hunter's reflections on the lengthy 652~mi1e march from San Antonio to
El Paso and his sobering impressions of the bloody Battle ofValverde are
similar to what other young Texans recorded. His journal entries covering the fifty-five days he spent at the Socorro Hospital, however, recall
events not covered by other Texans. During the New Mexico campaign,
Dr. Hunter also wrote several letters to a friend in Palestine, Justina "Jettie"
Word, whose young brother, Jack, was in the same company as Hunter.
Four of Hunter's letters to Jettie survive as does one to his hometown
newspaper, the Palestine Advocate. While in many instances his correspondence reflects the content of his journal entries, it also sheds additional light on details regarding the war in New Mexico Territory.
Evidently trying to impress Jettie, whom he would wed a few months
after the war, Hunter appeared literate far more in his letters than in his
journal. His journal entries, hurried and fragmented,contain misspellings
and poor punctuation perhaps indicative of a fatigued soldier on the
march struggling to write in remote campsites under difficult circum-"
stances, but his letters are polished and well written, and his thoughts,
refined. In fact, his letters are so well written that he may have had assis- ,"
tance. In these letters, Hunter often quotes well-known verses of poetry
and occasionally provides a few lines of his own.
Similar to other young Texans in the Army of New Mexico and
reflecting the racial attitudes of the. times, Hunter looked down on the
Hispanic population of the territory. This attitude was also evident in
his comments on the "Yanks," whom he referred to as "Abs" or abolitionists. One exception was Col. Christopher "Kit" Carson, noted scout
and frontiersman, who commanded the First New Mexico Volunteer
Infantry. After Hunter was taken prisoner at Socorro, a compassionate
Carson gave him a mule as well as a hunting knife, an object the young
physician would prize for the remainder of his life. 7 Hunter would
always credit Carson's commiseration to their Masonic brotherhood.
Henry Jacob Hunter was born in Summerville, Georgia, on 11
March 1838. He was the son of David Clark Hunter and Achsah
Macrae. 8 At the age of nine his parents brought him to the verdant environment of Palestine, Texas, a small community on the edge of the
Piney Woods. Here, Hunter was raised in the large three-story Hunter
House on Courthouse" Square, the first and most impressive hostelry in
the community.9 At the Hunter House, the young boy came to know
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some ofthe great men of Texas history such as Sam Houston, Mirabeau
B. Lamar, Thomas J. Rusk, and James P. Henderson. In Palestine,
Hunter received a rudimentary education including Latin and Greek,
and, in 1855, went to study medicine in New Orleans. lO On the eve of
the Civil War, at the age of twenty-two, he received his medical degree.
Theophilus Noel, in Campaign From Santa Fe to the Mississippi,
remembered Hunter as untiring and indefatigable, as well as courteous
and tenderhearted. 11 Fellow soldiers would recall him as the "handsomest man in Sibley's Brigade."12
After the disastrous New Mexico campaign, Hunter served honorably with the Sibley Brigade at Galveston on 1 January 1863, when the
Confederates retook the city. He also witnessed the drudgery and horror of two years of fighting in Louisiana, often severing arms and legs
at an appalling rate in makeshift field hospitals following battles at
Bisland, Donaldsonville, Mansfield, Pleasant Hill, Blair's Landing,
Monett's Ferry, Mansura, and Yellow Bayou. 13
After the war he returned home to Palestine to wed Civil War sweetheart Jettie, the daughter ofT. J. Word, a prominent Palestine attorney who
represented Anderson County in the 1861 Texas Secession Convention.
Two daughters, Mary Achsah and Julia Anna, and a son, Henry, were
born of the marriage. 14 In the decades after the war Hunter served as
Anderson County health officer, president of the Palestine School Board,
and worked as a physician for the Missouri Pacific Railroad and later for
the International and Great Northern. ls Hunter also organized the
Medical Society of Anderson County, became co-owner of and editorial
writer for the weekly Palestine Advocate, was active in the Episcopal
Church, published his poetry in a number of Texas newspapers, promoted the Patrons of Husbandry, and found time to attend annual gatherings
of the Sibley Brigade. Hunter died in Palestine at the age of fifty on 4
May 1888. 16 Only his hometown newspaper noted that he passed away at
his home on Rusk StreetY What follows are the journal and letters of Dr.
Henry Jacob Hunter, a young Texan caught up in the seCtional frenzy of
the Civil War and the sobering expenditure of human blood and vitality
that was the disastrous Confederate invasion of New Mexico Territory in
1861-1862.
I have retained Dr. Hunter's erratic spelling, format, and dates as
they appear in the original leather-bound journal in the Hunter Papers
at the Museum of East Texas Culture in Palestine, Texas, and in type-
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script form at the Center for the Study of American History at the
University of Texas in Austin. The origin of the poetry in Hunter's letters is unknown.

JOURNAL

Tuesday, Oct. 15 th 1861

Left Palestine in company with R. W. Willett and J. W. Taylor. 18
Overtook company at Bonner Ferry. 19 Wagon had been broken down.
Encamped that knight at Col. R. M. Bonner's plantation. No charge
for forage.
Wednesday, Oct. 16 th 1861

Traveled three miles beyond Fairfield. 20 Encamped at Dr.
Milner's plantation. Charged for forage.
Thursday, Oct. 17th 1861

Encamped at Sulphur Springs three miles beyond Springfield. 21
No charge for forage given to us by Mr. Strong.
Friday, Oct. 18th 1861

Encamped at Olivers Ranch 17 miles from Waco. No charge for
forage,
Saturday, Oct. 19 th 1861

Encamped beyond Waco one mile. Forage given to us by Capt.
Ross the great Indian fighter. 22
Sunday, Oct. 20 th 1861

Encamped on cow buyou 18 miles beyond Waco. 23
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Monday, Oct. 21 st 1861
Encamped on the Leon River 1 mile from Belton.24
Tuesday, Oct. 22 nd 1861
Passing through Belton. We crossed the Nolens River 4 miles from
Belton. 25 We crossed the Lampasas River 9 miles from B.26 We crossed
the Salado were there is a village of the same name pronounced
Salow. 27
Wednesday, Oct. 23 rd 1861
We camped on Berry's Creek 5 miles from Georgetown. 28
Thursday, Oct. 24 th 1861
We camped on Walnut Creek 8 miles from Austin.2 9 Passed through
Georgetown.
Friday, Oct. 25 th 1861
We camped 8 miles beyond A.
Saturday, Oct. 26th 1861
We pass Manshack all a beautiful and picturesque country.30 The
people here have great numbers of stock of all Kinds. Sheep without
number. I am told that near half of them are owned by northern men.
There are very fine springs on the road from Waco to this point.
After passing Leon River all streams are swift running and very
clear watered. The country beyond Austin is decidedly the best I have
seen in Texas. It is very thickly settled with wealthy men. Here are a
great many more slaves through this country than you have any idea of.
Sunday, Oct. 27th 1861
Encamped on the Blanco 26 miles from Austin. 3]
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Monday, Oct. 28 th 1861
Encamped on the Guadalupe a beautiful christal stream. Above the
crossing of the road, there is small cascade of solid rock. 32

Tuesday, Oct. 29 th 1861
Cibillo encamped on pronounced (Cewillow).33

Wednesday, Oct. 30 th 1861
Encamped on the Salado near the encampment of the Brigade. 34
Remained there two days. Mustered in on the 1st day of Nov. Horses
and arms valued today the 4 th . Johnnis horse and arms-.
My horse and arms $305.00. $150 for horse.
On the Salado 7 miles east of San Antonio.
Left camp Pickett on Thursday, Nov. 28 th . Camped 7 miles weston
the Leon. 35 Remained there 3 days. Took up line of march on 2nd Dec.
Passing over a beautiful country a distance of9 miles to Adams Springs. 36
Morning of 3rd traveled 18 miles encamping on the Hondo 11 miles
from Castroville. 37 Passing over fine country. Crossing the Madina at
Castroville a little Dutch town on the west side. 38 It is the co. sete of
Madina Co. On the 4 th we traveled 25 miles still over the prettiest country in the world, water very good and plenty. Distance from Castroville
to D'Hanis 20 miles.
D'Hanis is a Dutch town in Madina CO.39
2 miles west of D'Hanis is the Saco River. 40
2 miles far[t]her is the Commanche Creek place of encampment.
On the 5th we traveled some 8 or 9 miles and rested on the Sabinal a
stream of fine water. 41 Took up the march and encamped 2 miles beyond
the Sabinal in the open prarie with no water save what we carried in canteens and a few kegs.
Grass fine in the valleys. No water between the Sabinal and Rio
Freo save one pond about 1Yz miles from the Sabina1. 42 Road rough.
On the 6th we passed over a rough rocky road to the Rio Frio, 13
miles, a stream of fine water where we encamped. Grass good.
6 miles from Rio Frio to Uvalde. 43
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On the 7th we took up the line of march over as fine a country as
there is in the State. Grass good, passed through the town of Uvalde.
The inhabitants are mostly Americans though some Irish and a few
Dutch. Water good. Crossed the Nueces. 44 Small at this part 9 miles
from Uvalde. Water fine and rocks of the size of a hen's egg without
number in the bed of the river.
From the Nueces to the Turkey Creek, 12 miles. 45
Encamped one mile beyond. Good grass and fine musquiet timber.
Land the best I have seen since we left old Anderson.
On the 8th we passed over a rough rocky and chaparrel country 8
miles and camped on Turkey Creek. Grass fine on the west side to the
left of the road (south) about .one mile from the creek.
On the 9th we took up the line of march for Elm creek 13 miles distant. Grass between the two, good. Wood very scarce.
On the lOth we set out for the Padras Pintos a fine stream of clear
and good water. 46 Passed through Ft. Clark at 11 0'clock. 47 A very
pretty little place on the Los Moros, a stream of fine water and plenty
grass very fine on either side of the fort. There are.one hundred soldiers
stationed at the fort. Camped tonight one mile west of the Padras Pintas.
Grass good and plenty, wood plenty.
11 th we then marched to the Sicamore 12 miles. 48 Grass bad. Water'
on the Sicamore fine. W. L. Robinson was here court marshaled for
nothing and given a dishonorable discharge. Willet and Moore for mutinous conduct. 49
At noon 12th we left. We rested on the San Phillippi above the
springs 12 miles distant, grass good south of the road. 50 Also water
plenty on the down side of the road. Traveled 2 mils and camped in
chapparell thicket. No grass or wood. Mountain in Mexico visible at the
Sicamore, traveled in sight of them a day and a half.

We traveled 14 miles crossing (Devil's River) Rio Diablo at 10
o'clock, the country broken and rough on both sides. 51 We wind down
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a declivity into deep ravine then ascend a steep rocky ascent, then down
into another and up again until we sudenly come upon the prettiest,
clearest stream of water in this western country. Its banks are solid rock
rising to a height of 100 feet above the surface of the water. The bed of
the creek is solid rock. The water is swift and clear as chrystal and is
over fifty yards in width. Standing in the ford of the river you may see
a half dozen or more rock bound gaps looking like huge openings to
some mammoth chasm. The very place where one would look and wonder at the works of nature, until the physical man would be exhausted
and yet never quite satisfied. Beyond the river is the reck of an old stone
house. I suppose was once a stage stand. About one mile beyond the
river is a cave, on the left of the road and close to it. I of course looked
through it. The entrance chamber resembles the dome of a huge building, arched most beautifully in solid rock and spotted over with many
an adventurers name in pencil and charcoal. The next and inner chamber is a narrow deep and dark chasm of which I could know nothing
although I used every means. Is it called Painted Cave. 52 It would afford
a good shelter from a norther or a snow storm or rain.

We traveled over a broken rocky and barren country and we
camped near the California Springs.53 No water in them. Grass bad.
Today I was transferred to the surgeon's tent on extra duty as an assistant. From the San Pedro to the springs 17 miles.

We traveled over a still more broken rocky and mountainous country, 16 miles to Camp Hudson on Devils River supposed to be the same
we crossed on the 13 th (the San Pedro).54

We left Hudson and traveled 12 miles crossing Devils now five
times. High mountains of rock and no vegitation on them. Grass very
bad. Passed over mountains for the last three days. Camped 12 miles
from Hudson.
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Travelled up the vally Siempre Vivia of Devils River to Beaver
Lake. 55 Grass very good.
Distance from Hudson 20 mile. Arrived at Beaver Lake at noon.
Remained there until noon next day.

At 2 0' clock we took up a long and dry march of 70 miles with but
one spring of water which is 40 miles from the lake. Travelled til 2
o'clock at night-rested a few hours and again took up the march and
arrived at Howard Springs at about 2 o'clock on the 19th .56 Camped 12
miles beyond on the high prairie.

-We again moved passing over a rough road with good grass to
Camp Lancaster on Live Oak Creek and one mile from the Pecos nearest point.5? We camped 3 miles above the fort and rested 4 days 21-2223-24.

We again took up the line of march past through Camp L. Crossed
the Pecos 4 miles beyond and travelled up on the west bank to Pecos
Springs. 58 Having travelled 12 or 15 miles we encamped 1 mile beyond.

A glorious nother blows this morning, only traveled 10 miles.
Camped on the bank of the Pecos a nasty filthy dirty muddy salty little
stream. The water is not so bad to drink but acts on the bowels. Grass
not very good.

Slept under our Sibley.tent last night.
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27th [sic]

Camped at the riffles. 59 Did not suffer from cold although it sleeted a little. Took up the march up the Pecos Valey 10 miles and struck
camp. Not a tree is [in] sight not a bush save the little thorns or brires
that seem only to flourish in this wild rocky region. Still among mountains. Grass not good. Wood very scarce have to pick up little brush and
dig up roots.

We again moved on traveling 14 miles and camped 8 miles from
the Pecos which stream we now leave. Our road is now very good if it
were not for the dust. Grass very good for the season. Water salty and
sulphuruous and very scarce.

We marched over the beautiful valey of the Escondido, a salty
stream of very little water. A distance of 12 miles and camped where
there was very little wood and grass. The wood we used for cooking
was roots and a weed which bums like oil either green or dry and makes
a very brilliant light.
30th

We marched up the Escondido Valey a distance of two miles and
rested at the springs by same name. 60 This is a romantic place. Once in
time it was a battleground between the Spaniards and Commanche
Indians. About 300 years ago a Spanish general with 300 men, was
traveling through this wild waste enrout for New Orleans with a large
amount of silver and encamped at these springs. The Commanchies
espying them made an attack with several thousands. Killing all save
one Spanish gen. who made his escape and was afterwards shot in
Coahula for his cowardice. The Spanish had possession of the springs
and the rocky bluff on the north when they threw up fortifications of
large rock to shield them from the arrows of their natural enemies. 61
Still those heeps of rocks mark the spot, although many have been
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moved. The Indians attacked them from all sides from the hills on the
north and west and the beautiful valey on the south and east. Only a few
years ago 7 men of a party of California gold hunters were found dead
and scalped at these springs. The word Escandido means secret, hidden.
Made the encampment 8 miles beyond.
31 st

Took up the line of march 13 miles and camped at Ft. Stockton. 62
Rested here one day.
1 st January [1862J

Dr. Cunningham took feed at the Ft. and smiled and that deeply, if
Sunday egg knog and brandy straight are counted. 63 And the Dr. Millers
whiskey.64

Took up the line of march. Travelled 9 mile[s] and encamped at the
Leon Hole where Cunningham looked for old Hoffmann with his mule.
but he come nary time gist. 65 Grass good this side.

We came 13 miles over a beautiful high rolling country on a 40
miles stretch without water. Grass fine, land good if ever it would
rain. No wood, nothing to bum but weeds.

Traveled 28 miles still over a high lovely country. Grass good. No
wood, nor water and camped, Varela springs. 66
5 th

We traveled 10 miles over a rough and broken country and
camped in a beautiful valley at the beginning of the wild rose pass. 67
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We traveled 16 miles up the Limpia a beautiful stream hemmed in
on either side with high cliffs of rock covered with trees of cedar and
live oak and cottonwood. Passing through the W. Rose pass the sun is
truly magnificent. Mountains of rock a half mile in and almost perpendicular overhang the road on either side while here and there stood
an old cedar whose branches over hang the road and stream (for we
crossed the stream 10 or 12 times). In some places for miles the channel is through solid rock and water as clear and pure as the limpid
drop that sombre night sheds upon this thirsty earth. Camped 3 miles
east of Ft. Davis. 68

Rested one day waiting for Hoffman to come up. Went up to the
Ft. A beautiful place situated in a lovely valley of live oak and cedar,
high mountains of rock on the N.E. and S.W. overlooking the Ft. It is
one of the prettiest places I have seen for a residence in time of peace
but not suited as a fortification, as an enemy could easily overpower
twice their number in the fort, as would have possession ofthese cliffs
of rock.

At 2 P.M. we took up the line of march. Over a high open country:
mountains not so high nor such deep gaps and passes, large towns of
prairie dogs. From Davis 22 miles to water, grass good save in these dogs
town where there is none as they subsist alone on grass. Travel till 11 at
night and camped in a hollow with good grass and wood and no water.
But were prevented from getting a sufficient quantity either of them.
Former as Capt. Jordan the officer of the day was drunk and posted the
sentinels so near the encampment as to require that all the horses should
be tied up with half rope. 69 He also gave the sentinels orders to shoot anyone who tried to pass in or out without the countersign. All this was done
with out the sounding of a single bugle or in any other way giving notice
to the command. They were even instructed to stop the train. There was
a great many called at the Ft. and were behind with the wagons.
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Took up the march passing "Los Barelos" or Barrel Springs about 2~
miles from last nights encampment. 70 But little water. Travelled 14 miles
further over a rough countty and camped at La Merto or Dead Mans
Hole, water good but very little. 71

Laid over here to await Capt Hoffman who come up in the eavening
with only a part of the horses and mules. No orders to prepare for a night
march.
11 th

Took up the line of march and come 8 or 10 miles on the new road
to water. Rested a few hours. Took up the march at 8 o'clock and traveled
20 miles and made a dry camp. Grass not very good no wood.

Began the march at an early hour passing over a magnificent vally
of fine land and good grass. No wood nor water. Travelled about 25
miles and found good water in the mountains.
13 th

Rested. Sent out Lieut. Thurman with 10 men to hunt water. 72
Wrote last night by moonlight.

Took up the line of march at sunrise, for Eagle Springs as Thurman
had followed a new road there and sent us back information. 73 At noon
we arrived at the spring's and found but little water although Lieut. T
had dammed up the stream.
Sutton would persist in staying there a day that is from noon to
noon. The consequence was the horses of the command were without
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water 48 hours. Grass not good. Wood .scarce. Used the magay as fuel.
There are fine forests of this growth. It is said this plant is very useful
as there is a fine beer and liquors made from the juice. The fibers of the
leaf furnish the finest rope and bagging and thread. The new road is a
humbug. Damn Mr. Dunn.74

At 12Yz 0' clock we took up the line of march passing through a beautiful valley of fine land and good grass but no wood save the magay of
which there are large forests. And camped 16 miles from Eagle Springs
in a beautiful valley. Wood plenty and grass good.

Left camp at daylight "mirabili dictu" the first time since we left
San Antonio. 75 After traveling 16 miles at noon we come in sight of
"The Great River of the North."76 This evening we are encamped on its
bank for the first time. I have the pleasure of seeing the sun slowly sink
behind the hills of the unsettled republic and his departing rays linger
and play upon this summit.
17th

Early this morning we passed through Ft. Quitman on the bank of
the river. 77 Camped a few hundred yards above. W~nt over into Mexico
and grazed our horses. Had a fine time. Grass good. Water mudy.
Traveled 5 miles.

Travelled about 16 miles up the river and camped at a stage stand. 78
Grass good the gamma grass, wood plenty.

Travelled 10 miles. Camped on the river.
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Going 10 miles further we come to Smith's ranch. 79 There we got
com, no grass. There are a few whites and Mexicans living there. On
the opposite side of the river is the little town San Ignatia.
21 st

Leaving Smith ranch we come 10 miles and camped on a small
slough.

Made the acquaintance of Dr. Covey Surgeon General. so Who is a
fine gentleman. Vaccinated the whole command this morning. Marched
7 or 8 miles. Camped on the river. Sent one of the sick on to the fort.
Dr. Cunningham went with him. Leaving me in charge of the command. Dr. Covey left us this morning for the fort again.

Today we moved about 5 miles and encamped within Yz miles of
San Eleazario a little Mexican town. S! Nothing but com to feed on.
Camped 2 miles beyond.

Passed through Socaro another Mexican town. S2 Travelled 8 miles
and passed through near Isleta, Mexican town. S3

Passed through settlements all day. Ft. Blys is a beautiful place. S4
Franklin is still more so. The latter is 2 miles above the former. Camped
4 miles above'the fort. Travelled today 8 miles.
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Laid over today 5 miles above Bliss.

Left this morning early for Ft. Thorn (90 miles).85 I was called back
to the commissaries train to see a sick man. Went over into El Paso yesterday. Drank some of the delicious native wine. It is a beautiful place.
We travelled 15 miles today and camped at a salt branch. Grass bad,
road for the first 6 or 8 miles very rough. The remainder over beautiful
valley land. Wood sufficent for camp.

Travelled today over a beautiful valley road, into Arizona. 86 This
distance for the day about 16 miles. No grass. Wood scarce (roots).
Camped on the river. Met McGill Mallard. 87

Valey still. Passed through Ft. Fillmore and camped about 2 miles
beyond. 88 Got hay, but have but very little com. No grass. Met several
of the boys today.

30 th
Sawall the boys at Masilla. 89 Marched today about 4 miles and
camped 1 mile above Las Cruses a Mexican town. 90 A few C soldiers
are here sick. Masilla is avery pretty town. The buildings however are
characteristic of the country.
Doby, with one exception, a large two story brick on the pIazza
which is the capitol building. There are 8 or 10 white families. The rest
Mexicans of low class.

31 st
Passed through Don Anna and camped a few miles beyond. 91
Nothing of interest today. Very cold wind strong and from the north
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which is new. For the last three weeks nothing but a west wind has
blown. Pacific.
Feb. ]St

Traveled about ten miles. Passed through Don Anna and camped 4
miles above. No grass and but little wood. Country beautiful. Valley
lands. No corn. Fed on musquite beans. Cold some indications of snow.

This morning it is snowing, a very little but the sun is shining.
Traveled about 8 miles and made a dry camp about 6 miles from the
San Diago crossing of the river. 92 Had good grass. Gramma but little
wood. Still very cold west wind.
3 rd

Crossed the Rio Grande. The command was stoped and the train
was crossed by double teams on account of quick sand. Detained three
hours. Camped about 8 miles this side. The mail here overtook us.
4 th Monday

Come up with the General at Ft. Thorn coralled the command for
the staff to review. Gen. Said we were in better plight both men and
horses than any other that had come through. Our horses looked better
than those that had rested here a month. Camped 4 miles above. Grass
good on the hills water a little salty.
5 th Tuesday

Rested here today. Wind blows a strong blast from the west and
very cold. Snow caped mountains are visible though 60 miles distant. 93
But little sickness in our command though many are in the hospital of
the 1st and 2nd Reg. Sick of small pox and pneumonia. Ft. Thorn is an
old abandoned post built of adoby, which are sun baked bricks. It is a
very unhealthy place. Frost in spring and summer so much so that for
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years it has been abandoned. Above the post a few miles was once a
flourishing Mexican town which now is in ruins, deserted on account
of the sickness.
The mounted men go on from here to Craig while those that have
lost their horses are left at the Ft. with a Lieut. In command. 94
All the spye companies are in. Nothing very certain can be ascertained of the force at Craig. Two Pueblo Indians, raised from childhood by Col. McGofin are still out reconourting the country about
Craig and above. 95
Wednesday Feb. 6 th [18J62

No movement today. Wind still blows very hard from the west and
very cold. Nothing of interest today.
Friday Feb. 7th 1862

Snowed a little last night not sufficient to cover the ground. However
still very cold wind from the west equally as hard. Went down to the post,
don't like our staff and Gen. much. Too much drunknesss among them.
Come back a little unwell from cold. Wind not so hard but still from the
west.
Saturday Feb. 8 th 1862

Very sick last night. Drank a pint of pepper tea. This morning well.
Masonic Lodge meets tonight in the 1st Reg. Can't go down.
Nothing new today. Wind not from the west today. A light breeze
from the south. Not so cold today.
Sunday Feb. 9 th 1862

Take up the march today for Alamosa the place of concentration. 96
30 miles from Craig. We hear today from some 7 gamblers who were
ordered away from Santa Fee that the force at Craig was near 4000. 97
Kit Carson come down from Abakirque to Craig and gave up his Reg
saying he would not fight as he had two bros. in this Brig. 98 They are
not here. A Mexican escaped from Craig and on his way to Donna Anna
where his family are confirms the above.

554

OCTOBER 2000

THOMPSON

Today at noon the two Indians passea- up on-their retTIrn-tefTnom. Of course we heard nothing from them. They are from an old and partialy civilized tribe who up to within a few years ago kept a fire burning in their temple. They claimed to be the only true descendants of
Montizuma's tribe. They all look to the east at sunrise for the return of
Montizuma. They are as far advanced in the arts almost as we are. A
number of the towns on the river are their building. These still look for
the coming of Montizuma. Camped on the river 10 miles above.
Monday Feb 10th 1862
Traveled about 10 miles. Camped on the river. Grass good all along
the river on the hill that form its banks. Pleasant today. Wind from the
north though.
Tuesday Feb 11 th 1862 .
Today very pleasant. Wind still from the north. Passed over a rough
road. Small spurs of the mountains. Sand deep rockplenty. Some cedar
timber. Cottonwood is our fewel. Traveled 12 miles camped on the
river. Grass bad. Our smoke was the camp of Baylor's Reg. Today two
eagles followed our column. Col. and myself both spoke of it as an
omen recognized by the ancients.
Thursday Feb 13 th
Traveled about 10 miles and waited for the waggons, 4 miles beyond
Alamosa a little Mexican town almost deserted. Some of the sick of the
2nd Reg. Are left here. A courrier met us at this place from Col. Green
with orders to push on. 99 His sentinels were driven in last night. They had
passed the pickets of the Yanks and were in five miles of the fort. We
move from here in a few hours. Our Col. Sent back to Col. Scurry of the
1st Reg. to hasten on. We leave the waggons. Another courier comes. We
march at sundown.
.
Friday Feb 14 th 1862
Last night we slept out with but few blankets. Some snow fell not
very cold. Thursday the Yanks camped about 5 miles above us 1000
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strong. This morning Lt. Col. Sutton, Col. Green and Maj. Lockridge
with five companies went out on the scout. The Yanks had gone in. Lt.
Col. Sutton haulted a Lieut. and 20 Mexicans today and took them prisoners getting 21 guns and one six shooter. Our scout went within three
miles of Craig and saw the forces mustered out. This is their story. Sent
out an reconoiters. They come within 8 or 9 miles of our camp when L.
Col. Sutton who was in advance got from them the following: There are
3000 volunteers and 1200 regulars. The prisoners say they were forced
to join them. They were told that the Texians were coming to murder all
both men women and children. They will probably be sent back. I deem
it a bad move.
Feb Saturday 15 th

Moved forward about 10 miles. Camped in a beautiful valey. Grass
good. Spyes out all day.
Sunday 16 Feb 1862

Were ordered out on the field today with the expectation of having
a muss. The Gen come back drunk. Col. Green was in command.
Nothing done. All a perfect farce. Come a part of the way back and
camped. There were several shots exchanged. Five company of the
Yanks made a faint on our left firing one round which was returned by
one of our companies. Several of officers of the Yanks and of our command exchanged shots. One horse on our side was wounded. One saddle among the Yanks left the field empty.
Every party sent from the fort against us was run back until the pursuing party were in range of their guns of the Ft. Fitzhugh shot several
very close shots. IOO Several also fell close to him. One of the balls he
picked up.
I was in the field as a surgeon.
Monday 17th Feb

Nothing done today. Moved up 5 or 6 miles. Companies were sent
out to run some Yanky scouts in which they did in short order.
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Tuesday Feb. 18th 1862

Rested today. Nothing strange. Scouts still out. We cross the river
tomorrow and try to invest the fort and gain some important points.
Today I am given the appointment of asst. Surg. Tom Ochletree got it
for me without an intimation from me. 101
Wednesday Feb. 19th 1862

Today we crossed the river. Col. Sutton and command with Teels
artillery in the van marched about five miles and camped near the river
and a little below 'the fort. 102 Nothing very threatening from the Feds.
Thursday Feb. 20th 1862

Moved very early this morning. No road, sand very deep, but grass
splendid. S~ill in sight of the fort. As the encampment was being made
the Yanks showed themselves in round numbers on the opposite side of
the river about an hour by sun. They had several cannon planted on the
west side and thought they would give us a fright so Reg. after Reg.
crossed over. I think to the number of 3000 infantry and cavalry.
Our batterys were soon in position and gave them a very uncerimonous reception. One of Teels six pounders with three six pound
Mountain Howitzers were all the guns fired. The line of battle was
formed in a few moments, by Col: Green who was in command (Gen.
sick). Capt. Gardners and one other company were back in reserve on
the left. 103 After firing a few rounds, with muskets over 1000 yards the
Yanks retired to the fort. I think there were 14 shots from our battery. I
don't know the effect but several fell among the Feds.
They came out in splendid order their guns shining like spangles on
the dress of the lord. But they were unable to get us under the range of
their guns at the fort and were falling short.,Too warm, so they left in
as good order,' with a few companies of Mexicans excepted for the
majority of the forces were regulars.
We were cut off from water except a scant supply in our kegs. Our
horses had none all day and camped at night with out.
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Friday Feb. 21 st 1862

Last night our pickets had a few shots at the Feds who ran like
currs. We moved on today above the Ft. and toward the river. The Yanks
eying us very close. Col. Green still in command. At 10 o'clock our batteries in advance opened fire on the enemy in the beautiful valey of
Valverde three miles above the Ft. The 1st and 2 nd Regts. 104 Supporting
our guns 6 pounders our men armed with double barrel shot guns with
here and there a sharp shooter and minie musket. In the whole brigade
not more than 250.
The enemies guns were 6, 12, and 18 pounders supported by infantry
armed with minnie muskets with bayonets and splendidly mounted dragoons. The third Reg. or Col. Suttons command were the rear guard and
were back with the wagons.
The cannonading was kept up vigorously on both sides for 7 hours,
when a courier was dispatched in haste for Col. Sutton.
He was there in a few moments and in the midst of the fight in less
time. A desparate and unparalelled fight raged for three hours longer
resulting in the defeat of the Yanks. During the thickest part Major
Ragey with 300 men charged a batery supported by 1000 infantry who
retired badly cut to pieces. lOS Never was such a charge recorded. Col.
Sutton and Major Lockridge were commanding the Left Wing. 106 Col.
S. had but 3 of his own command, Capt. Gardner's, Wiggins and
Hoffman, with Capt. Pridgen and one other. 107 From their first entrance
they were exposed to a heavy fire of grape and canister. But like vetrans
they stood it until the charge was given when like good men they
rushed upon them reserving their fire until they had reached shot gun
range, when they gave them a gauling fire of buckshot and balls, clearing the first batery at a single round. The second was taken as quickly.
The Feds fled ingloriously or in other words they retired with their
usual dignity and took shelter at the Ft. The 3rd turned the scale of battle today. Col. Sutton was mortally wounded. Maj. Lockridge killed.
Our whole loss was 34 killed, wounded 150 in all. 108
The enemies loss was 274 killed, which they acknowledged to
burying, 21 prisoners regulars and 200 Mexicans. 109 Two 12 pounders
and four 6 were captured and many small arms. We moved some 2 miles
.
up the river and camped.
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Saturday 22 nd Feb. 1862

A flag of truce came in today saying the Ft. would be surrendered if
.transportation would be given the army out of the territory Our Gen. said
"Nary time." This is not authentic but camp rumor. Lieut. Col. Sutton
died this morning. We have orders to move up the river crossing a few
miles above camp. Our wounded are' placed away in waggons and I fear
this moving of them. IIO Today we took a store belonging to a Mr.
Stapleton of Northern pretensions. 111 The stock was large and mostly
sugar, salt and wheat, some com and sundrie storehouse appertinences.
We moved above some 3 or 4 miles and camped near the river where we
remained the 23 rd Sunday. Rested. Nothing new.
Monday 24 th

Moved about 10 miles toward Santa Fee. Camped on the river.
25 th Tuesday

Moved about 11 miles and camped on the river. Still hauling our
wounded who get along better than I expected. Tomorrow we make a
hospital at Socorro.
.
26th Wednesday

We passed through the little town of Socorro where we left the
wounded ofthe 1st and 2 nd Regs. 123 in number. 112 The wounded of the
3rd passed above about 3 miles and camped with the command. So there
was no provision left out for them at Socorro. Peach trees in bloom.

Our wounded were taken to the hospital and I was detailed as physician to take charge of the wounded of our Reg. 22 in number 1 sick.

I took my position. I had been sick two days before with a very
severe cold. Did but very little in my new quarters. Command left today:
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Saturday Mar. 1st 1862

Drew our rations today for five days, nothing very enticing in our
supply of foods. Done nothing today but dress wounds.
A Mexican friendly to us tells that he saw Gen. Canby and five companies on the march for north. Yesterday beyond the mountains. lI3
Nothing of our command.
We have nothing but bread and coffee to eat.
2nd Sunday

Same routine today as yesterday. No fresh meat as yet.
3rd Monday

Same thing today save we have a little mutton and that the poorest I
ever saw. Thos. Garrison died in our Reg. today of his wound. I 14
Tuesday Mar. 4[th] 1862

The Yanks from the fort gave us a visit today and were very kind.
Preffered to give us wood, medicine, and books to read. Nothing of
importance today.
Wednesday Mar. 5th

Another one of our wounded died this morning. A. Prather. IIS Same
thing over today. Getting awful tired of it.
Thursday Mar. 6th 1862

Had a visit from the Yanks today. They still think to whip us. Nothing
from our army. I see no prospect for supplies. We will be compelled to
leave the country.
Friday Mar. 7th 1862

Nothing of importance today. The peach trees are budding and
blooming rapidly. Some have been in bloom for 10 days.
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Saturday M 8 th 1862
Nothing strange today. Spring has fully come. The wind is very disagreeable. James Harris died at 9 P.M.116
Sunday Mar. 9th 1862
Nothing new today. Wind still blows very hard. Colder than usual
this morning. Snow fell last night on the mountains. Visable to the west.
The Yanks from Ft. Craig visit us about every other day. They are here
this morning. Gen. Canby writes our chief surgeon that if we will surrender as prisoners of war that he will give us what we want. So we are
left to infer if we do not we can get nothing.
Monday Mar. 10th 1862
Same thing over today. Tomorrow is my birthday.
Tuesday Mar 11 th 1862
Today of all other days should be one of sollemn sacred though[t]
to me. God both smiled on the gloomy earth and springtime brings my
day of birth. Today dawns brightly in the east. Glorious the golden
drapery is that hands about the rising sun. How glorious has the day
begun. Tis not strange this should brighter shine than others of this
northern clime. For genial spring doth softly beam o'er mountain, vale,
and pebled stream and blooming peach and apples show that winters
blast hath seased to blow. The far off hills that b[lo]s[s]om gold will
wear their snowy mantle cold. But Valverde fields clothed in green
present a far more pleasing scene. Even in this dreary western wild.
'. Nothing today of importance. Still the same duties are performed.
Wednesday Mar. 12 th 1862
Last night we sent a dispatch to the Gen. enrout to Santa Fe. The
accursed Yankees are here again today and will camp in town tonight.
They are unfeeling wretches as surely they would not annoy our wounded with their presence. It is the only source of annoyance we have. But
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the well part of our hospital ask nothing of them, but hands off. They are
drunk and talking rather to glib. I fear our boys will "tip" some of them
off their pins.
Thursday Mar. 13 th 1862

This morning a light shower is falling in the valey while on the
mountains a heavy snow is falling. In the afternoon a light sleet fell on
us though it is not cold. This will not benefit our wounded as the 3rd
Reg. hospital is five Sibley tents spread in the back yard of a Mexican
casea (or adoby house).
Friday Mar. 14th

The sun shines bright today. The birds are merry. All nature seems
to be in its genial warmth. The Abs here today. 117
Saturday Mar. 15 th

Nothing today. Very pleasant so far. We hear the Yanks will soon
leave the Ft. Our army is still moving on to Santa Fe.
Sunday 16th March

Our rations are almost non est. What we are to do I cannot divine.
Unless Gen. S. sends down something from above.
Monday Mar. 17th

Today little Jeff Davis returns from the command which is at
Albiquirke. 118 Reach there without a fight. Took plenty stores, for army
of all kinds provisions, clothing, and etc. The wind blows very cold from
the north.
Tuesday Mar. 18th

Wind still blows from the north. Three waggons come down today
bringing us 4000 lbs. flour and 300 lbs. bacon and few articles of clothing.
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Wednesday Mar. 19th

Wind still from north. Heard today that the Yankees were preparing
to burn the fort and make their escape to Union. They are much too
close to ever make it. The only possible way to get out of their dilema
is to surrender. For they cannot pass up on either side of the mountain
as our army have all the roads to Ft. Union well guarded. It is impossible for them to pass up through the mountains on account of the snow
and the rough and rocky face of the country.
Thursday Mar. 20th

Nothing of the Yanks today. Wind not so cold today. Has ceased
somewhat.
Friday Mar. 21 st

Very pleasant today. The norther is passed. My wounded are doing
very well. All I think are now improving very fast. I hope to have no
more trouble with them.
. Saturday Mar. nnd

Today is fair as "Agandica" the daughter of the snowstorm. I hope
the winter has bid us a final adieu.
Sunday Mar. 23 rd

The sunshine is glorious. All nature is vivified by its genial glow.
In forenoon the Rev. Mr. Shaw of the Baptist school gave us a short and
very appropriate sermon. 119 This gentleman has been of imminence
service to us since our arrival at Socoror.
Monday Mar. 24 th

Today will vie with any that have been brightening our camp since
the spring began. Dr. Covey gave us a visit today. I like this gentleman.
Wounded doing well. In a month we hope to leave here.
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Tuesday Mar. 25th

The sun shines bright, giving to all nature a bright smile and new
life.

Wednesday Mar. 26th

Still the weather is beautiful and bright. The Yanks are in town
today to the number of 60 or 80. They are going above. Some of them
say that Gen. Canby is evidently in hot water for one day they hear that
they are going above and on another below.
The Mexicans have many strange peculiarities. The construction of
their houses which are of mud and straw made into large oblong blocks
called adoby. Our Texians have to stoop low to enter the most aristocratic adoby shanties. Their custom is anything else but neat or beautiful. They wear no bonnetts and no body to their dresses. A very thin
domestic chimmis forms the covering for the body, while shawls of 2
or 3 yds. In length and I yd. in width answers the double purpose of
bonnett and outer covering for the body. Their food is principally corn
meal grewel and red pepper chili colorado.
Thursday Mar. 27th

Today is still beautiful, cloudy and windy is not cold. Nothing new
today.
Friday Mar. 28th

Today is cloudy and windy. The Yanks passed back today in a
hurry.
Saturday Mar. 29 th

Today is cloudy but not so windy as yesterday. Nothing new.
Sunday 30th Mar.

Today is clear and windy. If it were not for the wind this is the prettiest weather I ever saw. The news is here that the Yanks are going to
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abandon the Ft. in five or ten days. They were up last night pressing all
the mules in this place to take to the fort..
Monday Mar. 31 st

Last night it rained on the valley and snowed on the mountains. The
day is pleasant were it not for the wind. It is almost impossible to keep
our tent from falling.
Tuesday April

]St

Cloudy and still very windy and cold. An ambulance with four fine
mules passed through town said to be Gen. Canby. Seen companies of
Reg. are to be up soon on their way to Union. The report came down
yesterday that our men had an engagement with the Yanks beyond
Santa Fe in Commanche canyon. Some regulars, prisoners we took in
the fight, passed through today going to Craig to see if they could be
exchanged for, our men, prisoners at the Ft. The express to Craig would
not say who it had whiped. Hence we claim the victory.
Wednesday April 2 nd

Is clear and cold. The sun shines bright. Wind from the south. The
apricot is now in bloom. The tree grows very large sometimes two feet
in thickness. The Yanks from Craig camp one mile below town tonight
on their way to attack Sibly. When they come in today they formed in
front of our hospital and some of the boys became frightened and
burned up my letters that were in care of our expressman. The whole
force of regulars and Pikes Peak Volunteers are with Canby going
above to attack Sibly at Albuquerque for that is as far as our forces have
got in my opinion.
Thursday April 3 rd 1862

The Yanks passed through early this morning. I had the honor of seeing Gen. Canby who is a very ordinary looking man. He is about 42 years
of age. 120 They had about 800 men, 6 guns 4-6 pounders and 2-24
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pounders and a train of 65 or 70waggons. We expect a fight at
Albuquerque as our men are there.
Friday Apr. 4 th 1862

Clear and warm. Nothing of interest.
Saturday Apr. 5th 1862

Clear and Warm. The valey looks green.
Sunday Apr. 6th 1862

Last night an expressman from our army to Col. Baylor at Mesilla
stopped with us. Brings the news of two fights in Apache canon, in
which our army was victorious. Capt. Walker says in his note to Dr.
Covey, this is another glorious victory for us. 121 The wind is very disagreeable today. Cloudy and cool. Jeff Davis leaves tonight.
Monday 7th 1862

Walked out to the foot of mountain to the Hot Springs. 122 There is
plenty indication of copper also of gold and silver. Returned in the
evening just in time for the Navahos attack a herder a mile above us
and killed him. 123
Tuesday 8 th Apr.

Rained in the valley and snowed in the hills last night. Very cold
this morning. Four men bring us good news from the command. We
run the Yanks although they were housed up and three to one, six hundred against 1500.
We lost 32 killed 38 wounded. Yanks loss three times as great. 124
Wednesday Apr. 9th

Weather indicative of rain. Snow to be seen on mountains. Capt.
Coopwood with 25 men took up the mail to the army at Albuquerque. 125
Our mail we will not be able to get for more than a month.
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Thursday Apr. 10th
Rained some today. Wind from the north. Very cold.
Last night Mr. Elam went to the fort to get provisions. 126 The mountain is enveloped in heavy dark clouds.
Friday Apr. 11 th 1862
The mountains are whited with snow this morning. Wind cold still
from the north. Nota cloud to be seen. Last night 33 of our boys left
the hospital for the command. Bruce Donalson as their chief, an old
California hunter. 127
Saturday April 12 th
Bright and beautiful no wind. Pleasant. The Yanks from Craig came
up yesterday evening and this morning. All of us (one or two excepted)
go on parole for food which they will send us. The parole can be broken on our part at any time if we will let the Abs know of it. Sibly is to
blame for all this. 116 men today were not to have connection in any .
way with our army or do anything against the U.S. so long as we are in
the hospital.
The Yanks say they have an express saying that Canby took Albuquerque without fIring a gun. That Sibly evacuated as soori as they came
in sight. Our food for the last three weeks has been the poorest of beef
which we could only get half the time, a little coffee, some sugar and tea.
Our rations of flour for today has been the ground wheat without sifting
or bolting. This is life in New Mexico.
Sunday 13 th 1862
Fair and beautiful. The trees look green in the valley.
Monday 14th
Moved in front yard today. Warm and pleasant.
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Tuesday 15 th Apr.

We today received our provisions from the fort. Only ten days
rations of sugar, coffee, tea, salt, bacon, molasses, vinegar, flour. One
ounce per day.
Wednesday 16th Apr.

Gen. S. comes down today on a force march for FLCraig. Canby is
behind and after him. The object is to get amunition as ours is out. Dr.
Taylor wants me to take a contract and stay with the wounded for 100
per month. 128
Thursday Apr. 17th

We can hear nothing of old S. Canby is being reinforced largly from
Pikes Peak.
Friday Apr. 18th

The cry is still they come. Today we hear that S. is in full retreat. Is
this to be the glory of our brave men. Must they suffer reproach for their
Gen. This is more than human nature can bear.
Saturday Apr. 19th

No news. We will look for C. Maj. Jackson with 16 men passed
down today enrout for Mesilla. 129 Jack Word was with him. l3O We soon
will be taken prisoners.
Sunday Apr. 20th

The Yanks still come down. They are a few miles above. Sibly
stampeded last night and went to the mountains leaving his sick and
wounded with a part of his train in the road unprotected with no medicine no physician and but few attendants.

568

OCTOBER 2000

THOMPSON

Monday Apr. 21 st
The Yanks came in sight today. Sib. is gone to Texas. We are sold.

Tuesday Apr. 22 nd
The Yanks yesterday took the hospital at Socorro. We left at 11·
o'clock and traveled 17 miles that evening. Today we traveled 15 miles
to the Ft. I never was so tired. My feet are almost ruined. Large blisters
.have come on the bottoms of each. We are not yet paroled.

Wednesday April 23 rd
This morning I feel somewhat refreshed though my feet are very .
sore yet. We take the oath today, I suppose. We were marched into the
Ft. and took the oath. Saw Col. C. Carson who is a gentleman. We leave
in the morning.

Thursday Apr. 24th
Last night I was unanimously elected Capt of our co. of prisoners
72 in number. The election was held inside the walls of Ft. Craig. This
morning we take up the march homeward with our one waggon and six
poor mules and seven days rations. Traveled 15 miles. Camped on river
in a beautiful grove of cottonwood. Col. Carson gave me a mule to ride.
We have a rough time.

Friday Apr. 25 th
Started a little after sun up. Men get along very well except their
feet. Stoped at noon at the adobe walls. Traveled about 15 miles
camped near Alamosa.

Saturday Apr. 26th
Took up the march late. Passed the A. Come very near having fight
with the Mexicans about some mules belonging to the C.S. which had
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been left. (Got five mules, some give out and were left). Camped 18
miles below having traveled about 21 miles.
Sunday April 27th

Took up the line of march early. Road was rough and sandy.
Nooned on the river a few miles above Coopwood battleground. l3 !
Met Col. Steels Picketts with some sick and wagons for us. Traveled
18 miles.
Monday Apr. 28 th

Traveled several miles over very rough road. Camped two miles
above Ft. Thorn. The command camped 4 miles below us.
Tuesday Apr. 29 th

We overtook the brigade. Traveled 20 miles crossed the river at
San Diego crossing.
Wednesday Apr. 30 th

Had a great deal of trouble getting our things over the river. But
through the kindness of Col. Steel we moved off this morning for
Dona Anna. Camped on the river.
Thursday May 1st

We moved down the river to Col. Steels camp. Nothing of importance.
Friday May 2 nd 1862

Today we layover in Col. Steels. The other two Reg. have gone
below..
Saturday May yd

Indications of rain. Wind very hard last night. When we get off I
cannot tell. Col. Steel is a perfect gentleman and a polished soldier.
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Sunday May 4th

Nothing new today. Our letters were sent to the office. Col. Steele
wrote to Maj. Jackson to know what disposition was to be made of the
paroled. Tuesday or Wednesday we will know something about it. The
weather is warm. The cottonwood leaves have almost attained their full
size and the shade is very agreeable. In the evening we have a heavy
breeze and the nights are quite cool.
Monday May 5 th

Warm. Shade ·of the cottonwoods very pleasant. River rising very
rapidly from melting snow. Mr. Ashly said to Robinson that I should not
come in that tent and give him orders, again Chafin refused to aid in
clearing the yard out on 3rd April. 132 This man or myselfleaves the hospital or I command respect of the damned fool. 1. D. Robinson made
steward.

LETTERS

San Antonio, Texas Nov. 29 th 1861 .

Miss Jettie Word
Esteemed Friend,
After thanking you for the privilege you have granted me, I will
attempt to give you a sketch from the life of a Soldier. The conveniences for writing are very bad, but a Ranger lad must be satisfied with
any and all things as they are presented to him.
No class of persons suffer the hardships & privations of a Soldier
in Camp. At sun set the Bugle calls, us to the parade ground, where we
await the calling of the Roll. From this time till nine o'clock at night we
set around the camp fire. At which hour the Bugle sounds Tatoo & we
again listen [to] the calling of the Roll. Then with but a few blankets to
protect us from the sharp night air of winter, we lay down upon the cold
& rough ground to sleep. At the first appearance of tomorrow's light the
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sounding of the Morning call tells us of the duties of the camp which
we begin after another Roll call. Camp life is not very disagreeable, for
we soon learn the art of baking biscuit, making Com Bread, frying
steak, making coffee & tea & washing; all of which I flatter myself that
I have attained some proficiency in them, with some exception, I make
bad biscuit.
For one month we have been in camp, on the Salado seven miles
east of San Antonio. Yesterday with five Companies we marched seven
miles west of the City on the Leon (a little stream), camping there last
night. Tomorrow we take up the march for EI Passo over a bleak &
lonely country, where no "pale-face" will greet us with a smile &, cheer
us on our dreary way, but on the other hand we will see the painted face
of the Indian & the dirty Sun-burnt village of the Mexican & I assure
you I never saw anything attractive in either.
The road to this place, to me, was one of pleasure for from old
Palestine to San Antonio nature seems to [be] romantic & beautiful.
There is a spring at the head of the San Antonio River which boils
up from the rock bed, filling a large round crevice in the rock, of over
twelve feet deep, the water as clear as crystal. The size of a dime can
be seen with all ease & is some what magnified. There are several
pieces of money, knives, & card· cases to be seen, which have been
thrown in by Ladies visiting the place.
I would like if! had the time to give you a full description of all that
I have seen, new a[nd] strange. I will do so soon withyour permission.
I must close as the time is short I have to remain in the City.
Remember this is from a "Soldier Boy." I will try & do better next
time.
Good Bye
Your friend
H. J. Hunter
P.S.
I will give you a more minute sketch of camp life in my next, which
will be from EI Passo, in which time I will have learned more of it.
H.J.H.
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Camp near Dona Anna, Arizona Jan 31 st 1862
Miss Jettie Word
Esteemed Friend
Your kind letter of Dec. last was received at Ft. Davis on the 9 th
inst. & I assure you nothing could have been more acceptable. Week
after week had passed away without a word from home. The days had
begun to grow wearisome & long, the rough & ragged rock cliffs,
which over hung our road, became gloomy & monotonous, the love of
the romantic was almost blighted in the heart of your humble servant,
for the shades of solitude were sweet & often sought. Many evenings
when the camp was made for the night, have I left the noise & bustle of
hungry men preparing their rough refreshments, for the enjoyment of
some lone nook in the mountain, where I have sat hour after hour in
dreamy solitude reviewing the "pleasures of home" & treasuring the
sweet admonitions of the best Mother & Sister in the world.
But your kind letter removed all this gloom, like mist before the sun
it disappeared. The smoke & cold I believe have conspired to shorten
my letter. I'll move once more.
I thank you for your kind wish Miss Jettie & hope you spent both
New Year' & Christmas pleasantly. Those days on the plaip. passed as
any other, the sun shown the same, the breeze as gaily danced over the
valley, the birds notes were no sweeter, indeed one could see nothing to
remind him that these were days held sacred to pleasure & merriment.
[There is] much wild scenery [along] our road. Every day some
huge mountain presents some new object of admiration.
I will give you a description of all that has occured on our trip over
the Plains, as soon as an opportunity obtains.
Since our first camp on the Rio Grande we have traveled very slow,
halting frequently before noon. The 25 th we arrived at Ft. Bliss, a beautifullocality & very neatly arranged. The parade ground is shaded by a
beautiful growth of cottonwood & carpeted with a luxuriant growth of
clover. Franklin is a beautiful little American town two miles above.
Our Post Office is here. El Paso is on the opposite side [of] the river &
is a neat little Mexican City. At this season of the year I can see nothing more inviting or beautiful than in any other Mexican town. Very lit-
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tle order is observed in building or tast[e] displayed in style or architecture. All the buildings are Adobe (or sun baked brick) covered with
reeds & grass which sometimes are covered with cement. No windows
& doors & extremely small.
The Mexicans have many peculiarities, one of which is their"comic"
funerals, for such they are. The dead are followed by an immense train of
Men, Women, & Children to the place of interment. When the body is
placed in its narrow resting place they heap the dirt on with their hands,
while an individual with a huge club pounds down the dirt over the body,
not protected by a coffin & all are either laughing, singing or talking
in a merry tone. When the interment is completed, all return in great
glee singing & dancing. I know of nothing more ridiculous in heathan
history.
We are now on our way to Fort Craig. This is the forth day out from
Ft. Bliss, the distance is near 200 miles. We are now near halfway. Our
march is directly north & every day it grows colder & colder. A few
flakes of snow fell on us today.
Ft. Craig is not a strong fortification, though we expect a hard fight
as about 1800 men are there. I will not speculate, but will wait & give
you the facts as they are.
It is growing late & the night is very chilly. I will write soon again,
not however until after our fight at Craig.
Good night
Write soon to your "Elegant" friend
Hal. J. Hunter
In my next I will give you a description of Forts Craig & Union. It
is with difficulty I write today for the wind is blowing, almost a hurricane. The Small Pox is not as prevalent, vaccination has greatly
checked its career.
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Socorro New Mexico Apr. 4 th 1862

Miss Jettie Word
.Esteemed Friend
This is the third time I have written this letter. The first time the
express failed to get through, the second the Yanks 'came in town at full
speed & halted just in front of the quarters of our expressman which
frightened him in his quarters, so he destroyed every thing in his possession, my letters with others. We are now thirty two miles from Ft.
Craig. Forty three days have passed since the battle of Val Verde which
is the name of the Valley of the Rio Grande.
On the 7th Feb. Capt Pyron's command from Col. Baylor's Reg.
left Ft. Thorn, ninety miles below Craig, the 2nd Reg., Col. Green, on
the 8th , Col. Sutton's command from the 3rd Reg on the 8th , on the 10th
the 1st Reg, Col. Scurry & on the 12 th the Gen. & staff. The march was
slow & tedious. On the sth day's march of the 3rd Reg. we passed
through Alamosa, a Mexican town in our possession & halted four
miles above. While here just before sundown, an express met us from
Col. Green, urging L. Col. Sutton to hasten to his assistance, as he was
hourly expecting a fight. His pickets had been driven in & reported the
enemy about· 1000 strong advancing. The 1st Reg. was one day behind
us, so L. Col. Sutton dispatched an express to Col. Scurry of that division. Our Col. immediately issued an order to cook two days rations. In
a trice, all was on the fire & progressing rapidly. When the order "fall
in, fall in" rang through the camp, every man rushed promptly to his .
place, mounted, armed & equipped for the fight, leaving bread in the
oven & meat on the coals. Just at sundown the column moved forward,
winding its way through narrow passes & over rocky steps, down rough
bluffs & up ragged rocky assents without a road until we came in sight
of the sentry fire of Col. Green's encampment, having traveled over fifteen miles in less than three hours. At 9 o'clock we were at the appointed place & Col. G. himself pointed out our camping ground. After partaking very heartily of some half dried beef & cold biscuits & coffee we
spread our humble bed of saddle blankets on the rocks & at ten o'clock
both men & arms were quietly resting on the soldiers couch. The enemy
camped five miles above ·us. The night was not cold as we expected,
though a light snow fell, which with our scarcity of blankets was rather
troublesome & disagreeable. The morrow's sun rose in splendid abode,
the snow clad hills and ere.it had reached its meridian light the valley

575

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 75:4

snow had disappeared & all nature seemed to drink new life from its
inspiriting rays. This was the 14th Feb. Reconnoiters were sent out near
the Ft. all day. A Mexican Lieut. & twenty men as scouts from Craig
were halted & taken prisoners by L. Col. Sutton & sent into camp. They
were armed with Minnie Muskets, which are long range guns, the best
in the army either north or south.
Sunday the 16th the Gen. & aids were out making observation,
returned under the seductive influence of John Barley Com, ordered out
the whole forces amounting to about 1800 men, under Col. Green. Our
army approached as near as they dare & avoid the guns of the Ft.
Maneuvers of all kinds were made in order to entice them to an attack,
but all failed. Five companies of Yanks made a faint on our left, firing
one round, which was returned by one company, who then charged &
caused· them to retreat. This was an effort to bring us under their batteries, but was a signal failure. Several shots were exchanged by officers & men on both sides. They wounded one horse, while a saddle left
the field on their side without a rider. More than once did our forces
drive them back, until the pursuing skirmishers were almost in range of
their guns.
This was the first time I ever saw two contending armies drawn up
in battle array. Thrilling sight. Men that in other days met as brothers,
having the same interests, loving the same objects, happy subjects of
the same nation anxiously awaiting the deadly conflict.

o man thou feeble tenant of an hour
Debased by slavery or corrupt by power
Who knows this well must quiet thee with disgust
Degraded mass of animated dust.
On the 19 th we crossed to the east side of the river. Country sandy,
no road. Camped near the river & a short distance below the Ft. The
Yanks seeing our movement thought we intended an attack, so they
threw up embankments & planted cannon on the river bank just below
the Ft. The enemy were surprised by this movement & were not able to
devise our intentions, which was if possible to get above the Ft. & take
possession of the country. On the 20 th we camped opposite the fort. In
the evening late we fired several guns at a party of 3000 Infantry &
Calvary who had crossed the river and advanced within one mile of our
camp. Our reception being rather warm the Yanks deemed it prudent to
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retire. At every fire our boys gave a loud shout for the shot & shell
opened up [a gap] each time in their ranks.
Friday 21 st we again took up the march towards water as both men
& horses had been without for two days. The column was headed by
Maj. Raggay with 300 men as an advance guard, next a battery of four
6-pound howitzers, next the 1st Reg. then the 2nd Reg, then Capt.
Pyron's command with Capt. Teel's battery of four 6-pound guns. At 9
o'clock the batteries of the enemy opened on Maj. Raggay who was
down in the valley & near the river. He immediately ordered a charge
which drove the enemy from the guns. He was compelled to retreat as
the battery was supported by 1000 infantry behind the bank of the river.
At 10 0' clock our batteries with the first & second Regs. under Col.
Green were sent down to give the Yanks a fight. The firing was kept up
on both sides till 12 o'clock when the enemy suddenly stopped. Our
men were almost perished for water. We took advantage of this delay &
dug holes for water which was obtained on the field just in rear of our
line of battle, at a depth of two feet.
The reason the Yanks had stopped firing, their ammunition had
"given out. During the delay the enemy moved their guns on the east
side [of] the river & concealed 1000 infantry under the river bank. Their
Cavalry on our right & left. This was a glorious move for us. When ten
minutes had thus passed again rang the clash of arms. For seven long
hours was this awful clash prolonged with an occasional falter on both
sides. As the day began to fade louder grew the din & deadlier the conflict, till the battle had reached its noontide of glory when an express
was dispatched to L. Col. Sutton for the aid of the little 3rd which was
there & in the heat of battle in less than 30 minutes (Bro. John was the
expressman. He had slipped off from his company & had been in the
fight all day. Your Brother was with him till one o'clock. Jack came out
to the hills. He had lost his horse). This desperate & unparalleled struggle lasted till sundown, when the Yanks ingloriously fled or in the
words "retired with their usual dignity" & took shelter in the Ft. The
history of the present war no where affords a battle as destructive or
half so desperately fought. The cow drivers as the Yanks name us, had
not traveled over a thousand miles of wilderness to be satisfied with a
light skirmish. No, victory or death was the bright & glittering motto in
every Texan's eye.
A glorious victory indeed. Fifteen hundred volunteer Texans with
6-pound cannon & shot guns contending against 3000 regular soldiers
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& 4000 volunteers with 6-12 & 24 pound guns & anned with minnie
muskets & sharp's rifles. Nothing but undaunted courage could have
gained the day.
The little 3rd from its entrance was exposed to the heaviest fire of
grape & canister but like veterans they stood it until the charge was
given, when like more than men they rushed upon them with a real
Texas yell, giving them at the same time a deadly volley of buckshot &
balls killing many & puting the others to flight. The Yanks left their
cannon & places of concealment & plunged into the river. The little 3rd
still pursued causing many a poor coward to find a watery grave. L.
Col. Sutton was mortally wounded. Maj. Lockridge & 34 privates were
killed, 150 wounded. The enemy lost 274 killed, 21 regular & 200 mexican prisoners, four 6 & two 12-pound guns with many small anns.
Immediately after the fight & just at dark our pickets reported the
enemy about planting their 24-pounders on the table mountain just
below us & very close to our camp, from which they could throw shot
& shell into our Hospital corrall & camp. We as quick as possible
moved up the river two miles.
The 3rd Reg. lost two men one of the Dutch Co. the other of Capt.
Wiggin's Co. from the little 3rd because of the decision & bravery of its
commander & the dauntless courage of the men, today rolled back the
dark cloud of battle & met the first scintillations of a glorious victory.
"When rang the loud buzzer to the red field was won," [illegible] the
little 3rd was doubly sufficient for in the hour of danger the God of battles had not forsaken it.
Why they were not cut to pieces is more than we can tell, occupying the position they did. I enclose a sketch of the battle field taken
from memory. 133 Look at it with due allowance for your humble servant
makes no pretensions as an artist. On the 22 nd a flag of truce appeared
in camp which it was rumored appertained to the surrender of the Ft. on
conditions. Gen. S. refused any but an unconditional surrender. We
have them in a very close corner now. They must fight again or starve
in the Ft.
This was the day our L. Col. breathed his last. Yes our leader is
gone. He was brave, kind, decisive & prudent in the fullest acceptation
of the words. The loss indeed we greatly feel, but munnur not for it is
the will of Him who "tempereth the wind to the shorn lamb." We can
only say,
No waiving of fire, no palling of ray,
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But rising, still rising, as passing away.
Farewell gallant Eagle, thou art buried in light.
God speed the to heaven last star of our night.
It was the most impressive funeral I ever witnessed. A detachment
of his command with arms reversed followed his remains in silence to
the grave. All was silence profound, not a word was spoken, nor a gun
fired, no sound was heard but the chilling rattle of the sod, as it was
thrown upon the body of our lost Col. In the language of another,

Not a drum was heard, not a funeral note
As his corpse to the ramparts we hurried;
Not a soldier discharged his farewell shot.
.O'er the grave where our hero was carried. 134

.

In a few hours the Brigade moved up the river, crossing at the little
town of Val Verde, where was confiscated a store belonging to a Mr.
Stapleton of northern proclivities. The stock was principally groceries,
six thousand pounds sugar, 1300 coffee, several hundred pounds of salt,
etc.
Our Hospital was established at this place on the 26 th Feb. On the
28 th the Brigade moved on towards Albuquerque, 80 miles above. A
division was sent on to Santa Fe & took possession. We heard that they
had a fight in Apache canon, in which our men were victorious, puting
the enemy to flight, who left their dead on the field unburied.
On the 11 th March we sent an· express to the command at Albuquerque, who returned on the 17 th . All were well with but few exceptions.
The expressman (Jeff Davis) saw your brother. They are warm
friends. Jack is well & still speaks of the onward movement in pleasing
terms.
Winter is gone & spring with her flowers is here. The Peach & .
Apple & Apricot have bloomed & are now puting forth little leaves.
The. country is pleasant were it not for the wind which today is
unusualy disagreeable. The days are beautiful & bright, or as Ossian
would say "fair as Agandica," the daughter of the snow storm. 135 The
wind keeps my tent in a dense fog of dust from morning till night keeping my face, hands, cloths densely coated with New Mexico dirt.
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I hope you will excuse this lengthy & ill shaped letter as I am greatly hurried & have not clean paper, in truth none of any kind.
Socorro April 6, 1862

I will write soon again, giving you a description of the country, the
manners & customs of the inhabitants.
We are soon to go up to Albuquerque, 80 miles above, where is
established another hospital.
The Yanks passed through here on the 2nd on their way to attack
Gen. S. at Albuquerque. They left the fort in possession of only a few
Mexicans. It will be ours soon.
The expressman leaves.
Good night,
Your Friend
Hal 1. Hunter
P.S. Our mutton & beaves are very poor, the fonner weighing 13%
while the latter is still worse. We are now on half rations in order to
make our provisions hold out until we leave for Albuquerque.
H.J. H.
I send this in my sisters letter. You will excuse it as I have no
envelopes & no money, so I could riot do other wise. My kind regard to
your Father's family.
Hal
Camp near Dona Ana Arizona, May 29

Dear Advocate
Until now I have not been able to fulfill my promise, partly on
account of my situation, partly because nothing of great interest to your
readers has occured up to the last two months. On the 2nd day of Dec.
[the] last five companies of the 7th Reg. M.V. (Col. Steele's) left San
Antonio under command of Lt. Col. Sutton. The 4 th & 5th Regs. hav-
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ing preceded us several weeks. After a long & tedious march over the
semi-desert of western Texas on the fifty-sixth day we arrived at Ft.
Bliss, having passed the winter on the plains, with scant supplies for
both men & horses. We had com twenty days on the march as far as
Alamosa, thirty-five miles below Craig. The grass was very bad indeed,
hence we were compelled to feed on Mesquit beans. Mexican towns are
plenty on the Rio Grande from Ft. Quitman, seventy-five miles below
Bliss to Dona Ana. On the 4 th Feb. we arrived at Ft. Thorn an old abandoned post. After a rest of four days we again took up the line of march
for Ft. Craig, our horses almost given out. On the night of the 13 th we
made a forced march to join Col. Green, who was expecting a fight as
the Yanks had shown themselves in large numbers about five miles
above our encampment. Nothing, however, was done. The next evening
the General & staff came up. Our camp .was ten miles below Craig. We
here passed several days doing nothing towards an attack. Lt. Col.
..
Sutton captured 21 Mexican Yanks, armed with Minnie Muskets.
On Sunday the 16 th Col. Green with 1800 men attempted to draw
the Yanks from the Ft., but it was no go, they kept under their guns.
After some little skirmishing,· resulting in the death of one of the
. enemy, our forces were withdrawn just at sunset. The most shameful
confusion prevailed. The army was scattered for two miles on the
road. The little Seventh alone observed order. The trains were moving
forward without an officer & without a knowledge of where they were
going. Each company would stop their wagons whenever they met
them. Gen. Sibley was not on the field, but remained at camp all day.
The next day at noon he came up to the command. We here lost two
days doin¥hnothing save starve our horses & consume our pr,ovisions.
On the 19 t we crossed to the east side [of] the river, the counsel having resolved to pass the Ft. & cut off the enemies supplies. A part of
our army had five days rations. Our only chance of procuring was at
Albuquerque eighty-six miles above. The valley to this place is settled by Mexicans of the lower class whose chief articles of diet are
beans, com meal gruel & red pepper.
On the 20 th we gave Col. Carson's Reg. a few cannon shots, but
with no effect, save shoving them back. The Yanks seeing the plan of
our movement immediately made preparations to give us a fight at the
river, seven miles above the Ft.
On Friday morning the 218t, at about 9 o'clock the battle of
Valverde was opened by the 4 th Reg's battery of 6-pound howitzers.
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In a short time the 4 th & 5th Reg. & Maj. Pyron's command were on
the field, CoL Green commanding. Gen. Sibley [was] back with the
wagons. Lt. Col. Sutton's command was left in charge of the train
until late in the evening when Col. G. dispatched Brother with orders
to Lt. Col. Sutton to hasten to his relief. The little Seventh ever
prompt in obeying orders, was in a few moments on the field & ready
for the fight. It found our forces horribly scattered & gradually giving
way to the superior force of the enemy. Notwithstanding, both officers
& men up to this [time] during the whole day conducted themselves
in a manner worthy a Texian. The exertions of many of our officers
were almost superhuman, among whom I will only mention Col. G,
Lt. Col. S., Majs. 1. & R. Lt. Col Sutton's command was for a short
time exposed to a severe fire from the enemies batteries & also a cross
fire from their infantry, which our men stood like veterans. When the
charge was ordered, the little 7th & part of the 5th in command of Lt.
Col. S. & Maj. 1. under a fearful hail of grape & canister & Minnie
balls, rushed upon the enemy putting them to flight & capturing their
batteries composed of two 12-pound & four 6-pound guns. The
enemy fled in the greatest disorder, plunging into the river at the most
convenient points. The "Cowboys" still proceeded pouring buck-shot
balls into the backs of their fleeing foe. Many, many of the enemy
here found watery graves. Their loss from the best information we
have was 120 killed, 200 wounded, 15 prisoners. Our loss was 34
killed, 123 wounded, 1 missing.
After sunset our train & army were moved up the river two miles
in order to avoid the enemies 24-pounders, reported in position on the
mesa overlooking the valley. The greatest disorder prevailed in camp,
it was long after midnight before order was obtained. Our army began
the march up the river on the 23 rd taking possession of all the towns
with little or no resistance to Santa Fe.
On the 27 th March the Seventh, Capt. Gardner commanding, was
attached to Lt. Col. Scurry's command of the 4 th Reg. & Maj. Pyron's
command & drawn up .in line to receive the Pikes Peakers 1800 strong
who it was reported were advancing. Night came on, but no enemy
were viable.
On Friday the 28 th Lt. Col Scurry advanced seven miles with his
whole command & found the enemy in position. At 9 o'clock our battery opened upon them, effect not known. The disposition of the 7th
was as follows, Co. H, Capt. Adair's of Houston Co[unty], Co. I Capt.
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Gardner's occupied it right, Co. F, Capt Wiggins of Cherokee & Co.
B, Capt. Hoffman, the center. Companies H & I received the enemies
charge on our battery, killing 40, wounded not known. The enemy
slipped from their hiding places in the mountains & burned our train
in less than an hour after we left it. Their charge proving a failure,
they now scattered ~ took shelter behind rocks. The "Cow Boys" still
followed making fearful havock & beating the enemy back two miles
when the panic became general. A flag of truce from Lt. Col. Scurry
to return & bury their dead & remove their wounded overtook them
beyond the Pecos. Our army bivouacked on the field. The many killed
on both sides were shot in the head. Our soldiers entered the fight on
the morning of the 28 th with nothing but gun cartridges & canteen. Lt.
Col. Scurry the hero of the battle has won bright laurels as a soldier.
The battle lasted 9 hours & was fought chiefly with the enemy's guns
& ammunition. The day was bitter cold. Our men passed the night
around small pine fires without food & blankets, which could be had
only at Santa Fe, where they arrived at noon on the 30 th , having fasted tWo & a half days. The enemy lost about 80 killed & 150 wounded.
Our loss was 35 killed & 30 wounded, 10 or 15 prisoners.
As our implements for digging graves had been burned, we borrowed ofthe Yanks who had returned for their wounded & dead. When
the instruments were returned no one could be found to receive them,
so they were left in a vacated house. The Yanks had fled ingloriously.
Our victory was complete. We now had possession of the capital of the
territory with an abundant supply of army stores of every description.
Our friends were numerous & rapidly increasing. Gen. Sibley who had
remained at Santa Fe after consultation issued an order to abandon the
Territory. The line of march was immediately begun for Arizona, leaving sick & wounded at Santa Fe, Albuquerque, Covero & Socorro. The
army followed [the] road to within 25 miles of Socorro, Col. Canby in
force just opposite on the east side [of] the river, frequently within cannon shot. One cannonading was had at the crossing of the river below
Albuquerque, no harm done.
On the night of the 19th April, Gen. S. gave orders to quit the road
& go to the mountains. Taking several pack mules from the train, the
army began the march an hour after dark, leaving the wagons with several sick & a quantity of provisions in the road. Had it not have been
that Col. Canby sent them protection the sick would probably have
been scalped by the Indians or murdered by the Mexicans. Col. C. is a
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man of tender feelings. The flight of our army through the mountains
will flush with shame the cheek of every Texian when he thinks of [this]
unmanly move. Their suffering was great, bread without salt or greece
& work oxen for beef constituted their diet. Water warm & salty, nights
cold & days very warm. Men were thrown out of ambulances by the
mountain side to get along as best they could. Whether Gen. S. had a
knowledge of this or not, I am not able to say.
Your humble servant is now on parole, was taken from Socorro
while in discharge of my duty as an Assistant Surgeon. Col. Canby
treated us with the greatest kindness. The 4 th , 5th , & parts of the 7th &
Col. Baylor's Regs will soon take up the march for San Antonio. Ten
companies from the last two Regs. remain under Col. Steele to hold the
Territory, Col. S. Military Governor. There is no provisions nor ammunition here, how long Col. S. will be able to hold the country is more
than I can say. We have a great deal of sickness, measles, small-pox, &
quinsy. Several deaths have occured from the last named disease. I will
soon leave for home, together with several of my Reg. who have been
paroled. I enclose a list of the dead, wounded, sick & paroled of our
Company. 136
Respectfully
Hal

Franklin El Paso Cty Texas June 16th 1862
Miss Jettie Word
Esteemed Friend
With Pleasure I acknowledge the receipt of yours of May 2 nd .
Indeed it came in good time, as I had failed to receive any news from
home for the last two weeks.
I must beg of you not to forget your soldier friend. Your letters are
always gladly welcomed because they are always cheerful & replete
with interest. I wrote you from Socorro N.M. March 27 th which I hope
you have received, before this. Though I hope soon to tell you orally all
it contained. I suppose you have heard of my being a prisoner. I was
taken at Socorro Apr. 21 st & paroled at Ft. Craig.
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The Federal officer there in command treated me with the greatest
kindness, which I shaO never forget. Johnie Ed Jackson & 60 others
were taken with me. We walked from Socorro to Dona Ana, 135 miles
in eight days.
You may be somewhat astonished when I tell you I am again in the
service of the Confederate States. I will explain it to you. When I came
to my regiment, Col. Steele sought immediately to have me exchanged
as he wanted my services in the Reg. He went to see the Gen. about
sending a flag of truce to Ft. Craig, which was done, but no exchange
effected. But Col. Canby wrote to Gen. Sibley that in his opinion
Surgeons & Acting Assistants were not fit subjects for parole. So upon
a writ[t]en assurance from Gen. Sibley & Maj. Jackson & Surgeon
Southworth that it would be no violation of my parole to accept· an
appointment, I did so. The same assurance was given me verbally by
Gen. Sibley & Col. Steele. Maj. Jackson also told me I was paroled as
a private soldier & sworn not to take up arms against the U.S. & not as
an Acting Surgeon which I was at the time. If I thought I was violating
my parole I would immediately resign my position. For I assure you it
is not so exalted that I should forswear myself to obtain it. Just imagine
my position, surrounded by our one hundred sick men who I am compelled to visit twice each day, besides innumerable calls between those
visits. The responsibility indeed is great. But my duty to my fellow
man, as a Physician, calls me to this labor, for nothing else I assure you
would induce me.
Jack has left for San Antonio. He will probably be there by the 1st
July. He was mistaken about my fighting at the Battle of Valverde. I
was in the field as Surgeon, by order of Gen. Sibley. Jack and Brother
were of the combatants in that hard fought battle & brother I am told by
those who saw, did good service.
The Battle of Albuquerque, Glorieta & Peralta were as desperately
fought as that of Valverde & our arms were crowned with the same success. I cannot speak very correctly of them, as I was left behind at
Socorro in charge of the wounded of the 7th Regiment. I remained there
two months & never in all my life have I lived as rough. Our fare was
the poorest oxen I ever saw for beef, Mutton that weighed 13# each,
perfect shadows, with crushed wheat, neither bolted or sifted, coffee
witq out sugar or cream in very small quantities, salt in still less & some
vinegar. This we lived on for our month & a half, when Dr. Covey, our
Chief Surgeon, concluded to take a parole for provisions at Ft. Craig.

585

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 75:4

We received ten days rations of Bacon, Beans, Flour, Coffee & salt.
This lasted up to the 21 st April when we w,ere taken to the Ft. &
paroled. If you will take the trouble to read a communication of Hal to
the Advocate (if it is received) you will then have a rough sketch of the
doings of the Army of New Mexico.
I fear you will not be able toread this. You must really make great
allowance for this as I have been called away at least twenty times [during the time I have] commenced writing.
My Kindest regards to your Father's Family
Your Sincere friend
Hal J. Hunter
P.S. Miss Jettie, I will give you my address below as it is necessary
to make a change in it, for I am not now connected with either my
Company or Regiment.
Hal
Act. Asst. Surgeon, CSA
In charge Genl. Hospital, Franklin El Paso Cty., Texas
Another P.S.
Well anything to fill out the paper. My devotional hours are occupied in studying one chapter in the Bible. I want you to read the same
& give me your exposition, that we may compare ideas as regards the
fulfillment of the Prophecy. It is the XLII chapter Isaiah & particularly
the 6th & 13 th verses. 137
Hal
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Station: Texas A & M University Press, 1995) and L. Boyd Finch, Confederate
Pathway to the Pacific: Major Sherod Hunter and Arizona Territory, C.SA.
(Tucson: Arizona Historical Society, 1996).
4. John P. Wilson, "Whiskey at Fort Fillmore: A Story of the Civil War,"
New Mexico Historical Review 68 (April 1993): 109-32; and Francis C.
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Kajecki, "The Battle of Glorieta: Was the Guide Ortiz or Grzelachowski?" New
Mexico Historical Review 62 (January 1987): 47-54.
5. A sampling includes Martin H. Hall and Edwin Adams Davis, eds., A
Campaign From Santa Fe to the Mississippi, Being a History of the Old
Sibley Brigade (Houston: Stagecoach Press, 1961); Nolie Mumey, ed.,
Bloody Trails Along the Rio Grande: A Day to Day Diary of Alonzo
Ferdinand Ickis (Denver: Old West Publishing, 1958); Enrique B. D'Hamel
The Adventures ofa Tenderfoot (Waco, Tex.: W. M. Morrison Books, 1914);
Ovando 1. Hollister, Boldly They Rode (Lakewood, Tex.: Golden Press,
1949); Jacqueline Dorgan Meketa, ed., Legacy ofHonor: The Life ofRafael
Chacon, A Nineteenth-Century New Mexican (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1986); Jerry Thompson, ed., Westward the Texans: The
Civil War Journal of Private William Randolph Howell (El Paso: Texas
Western Press, 1990); Jerry Thompson, ed., From Desert to Bayou: The Civil
War Journal and Sketches ofMorgan Wolfe Merrick (El Paso: Texas Western
Press, 1991); George Wythe Baylor, Into the Far, Wild Country: True Tales
of the Old Southwest, ed. Jerry Thompson (EI Paso: Texas Western Press,
1996). For the most detailed and revealing of the journals, see Don E.
Alberts, ed., Rebels on the Rio Grande: The Civil War Journal of A. B.
Peticolas (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984).
6. The journal was passed down through the family to a granddaughter,
Elizabeth Colley, and was donated to the Museum for East Texas Culture in
Palestine in 2000. In 1968, Colley allowed Ben Johnson, a prominent attorney in
Tyler, Texas, to make a rough typescript of the journal, a copy of which was later
placed in the Center for the Study ofAmerican History at the University of Texas
at Austin. Miss Colley had a keen interest in the Sibley Brigade, given that she
was also the great-grandniece of General Sibley's adjutant, Maj. Alexander M.
Jackson. During the early 1970s, Colley compiled numerous biographical notes
and sketches of her grandfather and corresponded on a number of occasions with
Dr. Martin H. Hall at the University of Texas at Arlington who was working on
his book, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico. Hall shared much of his scholarship
on Hunter and Jackson with Colley. Johnson to Colley, 15 February 1968, W.
Charles Bolton to Colley, 21 September 1973, and Hall to Colley, 16 October
and" 9, 29 November 1973, Hunter Papers, Museum for East Texas Culture,
Palestine, Texas. The editor is grateful to Bill Grammar of Palestine and the
Museum for East Texas Culture for their valuable assistance in the editing of
Hunter's journal and letters.
7. Elizabeth Colley, miscellaneous notes, Hunter Papers. The Carson knife
remains with the collection. Most of the Texas Confederates also praised the
compassion of Brig. Gen. Edward R. S. Canby. Because of her compassionate
treatment cifthe sick and wounded in the Santa Fe Hospital following the Battle
of Glorieta, the Confederates held in even higher esteem the general's wife,
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Louisa Hawkins Canby. Donald S. Frazier, Blood and Treasure: Conftderate Empire
in the Southwest (College Station: Texas A & M University Press, 1995), 232.
8. Newspaper Clipping, Summerville, Georgia, 1873, Hunter Papers.
9. Palestine Texas Advocate, 28 June 1883. The hotel had twenty-five
rooms and the first grand piano in Palestine.
10. Henry Jacob Hunter Journal, 1855, Hunter Papers. What was then the
University of Louisiana is today Tulane University.
II. Noel, Campaign From Santa Fe to the Mississippi,ed. Hall and Davis,
106-8.
12. Elizabeth Colley, "Dr. Henry 1. Hunter, Surgeon of the Confederate
Army," Hunter Papers.
13. Henry Jacob Hunter, "Cases of interest among those placed in my
charge at Field Hospital, 24 May 1864," Hunter Papers; Noel, Campaign From
Santa Fe to the Mississippi, 106-7.
. 14. A sketch of Henry Hunter, who died at an early age, is in the Hunter
Papers.
15. Colley, "Dr. Henry 1. Hunter," Hunter Papers.
16. Tombstone data, Palestine City Cemetery, Palestine, Texas. Justina
Word died the following year on 23 June 1889.
17. "Henry 1. Hunter, M.D., deceased, 4 May 1888, aged 50 years," news"
paper clipping, Palestine (Tex.) Advocate, n.d., Hunter Papers.
18. Robert W. Willett, at age thirty-six, became quartermaster sergeant in
Company I of the Seventh Texas Cavalry but died at Albuquerque on 3 April
1862. Thirty-two-year-old John W. Taylor, a second lieutenant, also enlisted in
the Anderson County Buckhunters. Company I of the Seventh Texas left San
Antonio with ninety-five men and returned to Alamo City with fifty-seven men
fit for duty. Martin Hardwick Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico (Austin:
Presidial Press, 1978), 276.
19. Bonner's Ferry on the Neches River may have originated as one of the
crossings of the Old San Antonio Road. By 1846, John Stinson was operating a
ferry at the crossing. In 1851, William N. Bonner assumed the ferry operations,
and by the time of the Civil War a small settlement had developed at the site.
New Handbook ofTexas, s.v. "Bonner's Ferry, Texas."
20. Not far from the Trinity River and surrounded by rich farmland and
abundant timber, Fairfield was originally called Mound Prairie, but the name
was changed when the location was chosen for the county seat Freestone County
in 1850. By the time of the Civil War the community boasted of several drygoods stores, two hotels, a grocery, and a jail. New Handbook of Texas, s.v.
"Fairfield, Texas."
21. Springfield was the county seat of Limestone County. By 1861, the
community had five general stores, two hotels, two schools, a newspaper, and
a Masonic hall. New Handbook of Texas, s.v. "Springfield, Texas."
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22. This was the famous Comanche Indian fighter, Lawrence Sullivan
Ross, who owned a farm in McLennan County and who ably commanded
Ross's Brigade during the Civil War and became president of what is today
Texas A & M University.
23. Supposedly named for wild cattle that once grazed its banks, Cow
Bayou rises in two forks in southern McLennan County and traverses the
rolling prairie eventually to empty into the Brazos River in Falls County.
24. The Leon River, part of the Brazos River system, runs southeast 185
miles to its confluence with the Lampasas and Salado rivers. New Handbook
of Texas, s.v. "Leon River." Belton, the county seat of Bell County, was first
known as Nolan Springs. By the time of the Civil War, Belton had become a
regional trading center with a population of three hundred. Ibid., s.v. "Belton,
Texas."
25. Nolan Creek rises two miles northwest of Belton eventually to run
into the Leon River, two miles east of Belton.
26. By 1850, at least fifty-six people were living along the Lampasas
River in the vicinity. The river flows southeast over level terrain for seventyfive miles to join the Leon River and form the Little River, four miles southeast of Belton. The river was probably named after Lampazos, Nuevo Leon,
Mexico. New Handbook of Texas, s.v. "Lampasas River."
27. Salado Creek traverses a large part of Williamson and Bell counties to
reach the Lampasas River, six miles northeast of the community of the same
name. Early settlerswere drawn to the creek by its rich bottomlands and abundant timber.
28. Berry's Creek was named after John Berry, one of the first settlers in
Williamson County. By 186 I a store, tavern, and stagecoach stop were located along the creek. New Handbook of Texas, s.v. "Berry's Creek, Texas."
Surrounded by fertile land and abundant timber, Georgetown, the county seat
of Williamson County, was founded in 1848 on an old Tonkawa Indian site and
named for George Washington Glasscock. Ibid., s.v. "Georgetown, Texas."
29. Walnut Creek rises in northern Travis County and runs southwest for
twenty miles to empty into the Colorado River.
30. Manchaca was a small community ten miles southwest of Austin. It
was named for nearby Manchaca Springs where Jose Antonio Menchaca,
Tejano hero of the Texas Revolution, was said to have once camped.
31. The Blanco River, part of the Guadalupe River basin, rises from
springs in northeastern Kendall County and flows southeast for eighty-seven
miles to its mouth on the San Marcos River inside the San Marcos city limits.
32. Hunter would have crossed the Guadalupe River at or near New
Braunfels. The Guadalupe River, one of the most picturesque in Texas, has its
headwaters in Kerr County north of San Antonio. With major tributaries being
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the Blanco, San Marcos, and Comal rivers, the Guadalupe flows 250 miles
eastward through the Hill Country and then southeast across the Coastal Plain
to empty into San Antonio Bay on the Gulf of Mexico..
33. Cibolo Creek rises near Boerne in southwestern Kendall County and
runs southeast one hundred miles, forming the Bexar-Comal and the BexarGuadalupe county lines and crossing Wilson County to the San Antonio River
in Kames County.
34. The various camps of the Sibley Brigade lined Salado Creek northeast
of San Antonio.
35. Leon Creek rises seven miles northeast of Leon Springs in northwestern Bexar County and runs southeast for thirty-six miles to its mouth on the
Medina River just west of present-day Cassin.
36. Adams Spring may be San Lucas Spring at the base ofAllen's Hill, fifteen miles west of San Antonio. It was here that Lt. Col. Isaac Van Duzer Reeve
surrendered 270 Federal troops to Col. Earl Van Dorn and 1,370 zealous Texans
in March 1861.
37. Hondo Creek rises in south-central Bandera County and runs southeast
for sixty-seven miles through Bandera, Medina, and Frio counties to its mouth
on the Frio River five miles northwest of present-day Pearsall.
The village of Castroville on the west bank of the Medina River, where the
San Antonio-EI Paso Road crossed the stream amidst a grove of cypress trees,
had been founded by Henri Castro on 3 September 1844. Bobby D. Weaver,
Castro's Colony: Empresario Development in Texas, 1842-1865 (College Station: Texas A & M University Press, 1985),40-56.
38. The Medina River rises in springs on the southern edge of the Edwards
Plateau and flows 116 miles to its mouth on the San Antonio River in southern
Bexar County.
39. Seven miles west of present-day Hondo, Henri Castro established
D'Hanis in the spring of 1847 with twenty-nine Alsatian families. The community was named for William D'Hanis, Antwerp manager of Castro's colonization company. By 1860 the settlement had over twenty dwellings and a school.
A post office was established in 1854. New Handbook of Texas, s.v. "D'Hanis."
40. Seco Creek rises in southwestern Bandera County and runs southeast
for sixty-six miles to Hondo Creek in Frio County. Seeo, Spanish for "dry," was
the name given to the creek by Capt. Alonso de Leon, governor of Coahuila,
when he passed through the area on an expedition into Texas in 1689.
41. The Sabinal River rises in fissure springs on the southern rim of the
Edwards Plateau in northwestern Bandera County and flows south sixty miles
to its mouth on the Frio River. By the time of the Civil War, the small community of Sabinal had developed on the east bank of the river in eastern
Uvalde County.
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42. The Rio Frio rises from the juncture of the East, West, and Dry Frio
rivers, and flows southeast for two hundred miles to its mouth on the Nueces
River two miles north of Three Rivers.
43. Uvalde, on the Leona River, was founded in 1853 near Fort Inge.
Many.German residents of the small community were decidedly Unionist. In
fact, Uvalde County had rejected disunion by a vote of 76 to 16 and was one
of only nineteen counties in Texas to vote against secession. Ralph A. Wooster,
Texas and Texans in the Civil War (Austin: Eakin Press, 1995), 20.
44. The San Antonio-El Paso Road crossed the Nueces River at a picturesque spot six miles west of Uvalde. Many of the Confederates took time to
fish, hunt, and rest at the site.
45. Turkey Creek flows south from Turkey Mountain in east central
Kinney County and fifty-seven miles to Espantosa Lake in Dimmit County.
46. Piedras Pintas, Spanish for "painted stones," was nine miles west of
Fort Clark.
47. Fort Clark was established in 1852 at Las Moras Springs to guard the
San Antonio-El Paso Road as well as the Mexican border. The post had been
evacuated by Federal forces on 18 March 1861 and occupied by Confederate
troops under Col. John R. Baylor three months later. Company E of the
Seventh Regiment was left at the post on 6 January 1862 when a measles epidemic broke out. Fifteen Texans died of the loathsome disease. Caleb Pirtle III
and Michael F. Cusack, The Lonely Sentinel, Fort Clark: On Texas s Western
Frontier (Austin: Eakin Press, 1985), 15-16.
48. Intermittent in its upper reaches, Sycamore Creek rises in southwestern Edwards County and flows southwest seventy miles to its mouth on the
Rio Grande six miles downstream from present-day Del Rio.
49. As Hunter writes, Pvt. W. L. Robinson, age twenty-five, was indeed
dishonorably discharged on 11 December 1861. Thirty-six-year-old Robert W.
Willett was the quartermaster sergeant, while Jacob W. Moore, age forty-six,
was the orderly sergeant in the Anderson County Buckhunters. Hall,
Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 278.
50. San Felipe Creek rises in southeastern Val Verde County and flows
southwest for eighteen miles to its mouth on the Rio Grande at present-day Del
Rio. San Felipe Springs, the third largest spring in Texas, is really a group of
spring's that extend two miles along San Felipe Creek on the northeastern outskirts of Del Rio.
51. Called the Laxas or the San Pedro by early Spanish explorers, Devil's
River rises in northeastern Crockett County and flows southward for one hundred miles through Schleicher, Sutton, and Val Verde counties to empty into
the Rio Grande or what is today Lake Amistad. New Handbook of Texas, s.v.
"Devil's River."
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52. The Painted Caves were located near a smal1 western tributary of the
Devi!'s River shortly after the San Antonio-El Paso Road first crossed the
river. Besides Dr. Hunter, Morgan Wolfe Merrick, a young San Antonian who
marched west with Lt. Samuel William McAllister's Texas Rangers to occupy
Fort Davis in April 1861, was one of the few Texans to take note of the caves.
The paintings, Merrick wrote, "represent Indians chasing white men, they are
ridicl;llous but amusing." The site is today beneath the waters of Lake Amistad.
Mirrick, From Desert to Bayou, 10.
·53. California Springs was a mile beyond Yellow Banks just before the
San Antonio-El Paso Road crossed Dead Man's Pass and again ascended to
the Devil's River before reaching Camp Hudson.
54. Camp Hudson was established on 7 June 1857 near the banks of the
Devil's River in what is today Val Verde County. As part of the frontier defense
system, the post was intended to guard a large segment of the San Antonio-El
Paso Road. Thomas T. Smith, The u.s. Army & the Texas Frontier Economy,
1845-1900 (College Station: Texas A & M University Press, 1999), 36,40,
206-8.
55. Beaver Lake was a natural lake on the Devi!'s River in extreme northern Val Verde County near what is today the hamlet of Juno. Siempre vivia is
Spanish for "always living."
56. On Howard Draw, forty-four miles northwest of Beaver Lake,
Howard's Spring was a primary watering stop on the San Antonio-El Paso
Road. Since the water level was twelve feet from the surface, the precious liquid
had to be brought to the surface with· a bucket. Often referred to as Howard's
Well, the spring was named after Richard A. Howard, a former Texas Ranger,
who came upon the water in 1848. James Col1ette, "Bloody Legacy of Howard's
Well," Old West 21 (Spring 1985), 55-59. See also Wayne R. Austerman,
Sharp's Rifles and Spanish Mules: The San Antonio-EI Paso Mail, 1851-1882
(Col1ege Station: Texas A & M University Press, 1985), 41.
57. Located on Live Oak Creek one-half mile above its junction with the
Pecos River, Fort'Lancaster had been established in August 1855 to guard the
San Antonio-El Paso Road. Evacuated by Federal forces in March 1861, the
post was occupied by Capt. Wil1iam C. Adams's Company Cof Lt. Col. John
R. Baylor's Second Texas Mounted Rifles.
58. Pecos Springs is on the southwest bank of the Pecos River six miles
above the Lancaster Crossing and one mile northeast of what is today the village of Sheffield. Gunnar Brune, Springs of Texas (Fort Worth: Branch Smith,
1981),1:361.
59. Riffle Canyon enters the Rio Grande from the west upriver from
Pecos Spring and Fourmile Draw and just south of present day Iraan.
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60. Escondido Creek was fed by three springs, an upper, middle, and
lower spring,each about ten feet across. The lower spring was the first water
travelers found west of the Pecos River. All three springs had been favorite
Comanche camping sites for decades. Austerman, Sharps Rifles and Spanish
Mules, 40.
61. This incident has not been identified with any certainty.
62. Established in March 1859 at Comanche Springs, Fort Stockton was
built astride the great Comanche War Trail to protect travelers on the San
Antonio-EI Paso Road. Evacuated in April 1861 by Federal forces, the post
was reoccupied by Baylor's Second Texas Mounted Rifles two months later.
The fort was burned during the Confederate retreat in June 1862 but rebuilt
after the war. Clayton W. Williams, Texas' Last Frontier: Fort Stockton and the
Trans-Pecos, 1861-1885, ed. Ernest Wallace (College Station: Texas A & M
University Press, 1982),84-137.
63. Dr. Isaac W. Cunningham, age thirty-four, Company A of the Fourth
Texas Cavalry, had transferred to the Seventh Regiment as assistant surgeon on
23 October 1861. Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 64.
64. Twenty-seven-year-old David C. Miller was a surgeon in Capt. Isaac
C. Stafford's Company E of the Second Texas Mounted Rifles. Ibid., 329.
65. Gustav Hoffmann, age forty-two, was a native of Stuhmbei, Prussia,
one of the original settlers of New Braunfels, Texas, and the town's first
mayor. Captain Hoffmann, who had received formal military training in
Prussia, enrolled in what became Company B of the Seventh Regiment at New
Braunfels in September 1861. The company was composed entirely of German
Texans. Oscar Haas, "Eggeling, Hoffmann Letters Describe New Mexico
Battles," New Braunfels Herald, 19 September 1961. These letters were
copied and translated from the New Braunfels Zeitung, 23 May 1862.
66. Barilla or Varela Spring was just south of the Barilla Mountains and
east of Wild Rose Pass near the present-day junction of Reeves, Pecos, and Jeff
Davis counties. Only a seepage, the ruins of the stage station, and a few trees
can be found at the site today. Roscoe P. and Margaret B. Conkling, The
Butterfield Overland Mail, 1857-1869 (Glendale, Cal.: Arthur H. Clark, 1947),
2:23.
67. Just east of Star Mountain, the San Antonio-EI Paso Road reached
Limpia Canyon at Wild Rose Pass. After the greasewood desert from Fort
Stockton, the greenery of the Davis Mountains and the abundant water of
Limpia Creek were a. pleasing respite for the men of the Sibley Brigade.
68. Named for Secretary of War Jefferson Davis and located at the mouth
of a small canyon near Limpia Creek in the Davis Mountains, Fort Davis had
been established in October 1854. At the time the post consisted of a few
crudely constructed jacal or palisaded huts made from sawed ponderosa pine
or cottonwood slabs and roofed with thatch. The post was widely viewed,
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before and after the Civil War, as one of the healthiest in Texas. Robert
Wooster, Fort Davis: Outpost on the Texas Frontier (Austin: Texas State
Historical Association, 1994):
69. Captain Jordan is probably Charles L. Jordan. At twenty-six years of
age, he commanded Company K of the Fifth Texas Cavalry.
70. Barrel Springs, a small seepage, is located on the southwestern edge
of the Davis Mountains about eighteen miles west of Fort Davis.
71. El Muerto, or Dead Man's Hole, is at the base ofEl Muerto Mountain on
the west side of the Davis Mountains some thirty-two miles west of Fort Davis.
72. Alfred Sturgis Thurmond was a forty-six-year-old first lieuten:;tnt in
Company A of the Seventh Regiment. Thurmond had come to Texas from
Tennessee in 1836 and served for a time as town marshal of Victoria. He was
taken prisoner by the Mexicans at Mier in December 1842 and sent to Perote
Prison. When released, he returned to Victoria and again served as town marshal and county sheriff. After the New Mexico campaign, Thurmond preferred
charges against Brigadier General Sibley, accusing him of drunkenness, cowardice, and cruelty. Thompson, Confederate General ofthe liVest, 310-12.
73. Eagle Springs, or Ojos del Aguila, twenty miles west of Van Hom's
Wells and thirty-one miles from the Rio Grande, was another major station on
the San Antonio-El Paso Road. The spring on the northeast side of the Eagle
Mountains consisted of a deep well that was fed by a subterranean stream.
Conkling and Conkling, Butterfield Overland Stage, 2: 36-37.
74. Dunn's Cutoff bypassed Van Hom's Wells by using a route that
coursed through the Sierra Vieja and Van Hom Mountains and that joined the
main San Antonio-El Paso Road east of Eagle Springs. The cutoff was probably named for D. O. Dunny, wagonmaster for the Seventh Regiment who was
taken prisoner at Santa Fe on 20 April 1862, sent to Camp Douglas Illinois,
and later exchanged at Vicksburg, Mississippi. Jerry Thompson, ed., Westward
the Texans, 76; Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 222.
.
75. Mirabili dictu is Latin for "wonderful to tell."
76. The San Antonio-El Paso Road struck the Rio Grande at a stage station one mile below Fort Quitman. The station has frequently been misidentified by historians as Birchville.
77. Fort Quitman, one of the most forlorn posts in the Trans-Mississippi
West, was located west of the Quitman Mountains on the east bank of the Rio
Grande about seventy miles downriver from El Paso. The post had been evacuated by the Federals under Lt. Zenas R. Bliss on 5 April 1861.
78. Rice's Stage Station was a few miles upriver from Fort Quitman.
79. Smith's Rancho, another stage station, was upriver from Fort
Quitman. It was named after William T. "Uncle Billy" Smith, a Kentuckian
who was one of the early' settlers of El Paso (Franklin). Smith's Rancho near
Fort Quitman is not to be.confused with Smith's Rancho at El Paso which was
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also known in the early 1850s as the Ponce Ranch or Coons's Ranch. Rex W.
Strickland, Six Who Came to EI Paso: Pioneers ofthe 1840's (El Paso: Texas
Western Press, 1963),8-10.
80. Dr. Edward N. Covey, medical director and purveyor for the Army of
New Mexico, had been appointed on 9 July 1861. At one time Covey was in
charge of the Confederate hospitals at Socorro, Albuquerque, and Santa Fe.
After being taken prisoner, paroled, and exchanged, Dr. Covey returned to the
Confederate cause for the remainder of the war. He died in September 1867.
Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 46-47.
81. At the time, San Elizario was the county seat ofEI Paso County and the
largest community on the United States side of the river. The town was founded
in 1772, when the San Elizario Presidio was moved from near present-day
Ciudad Juarez. Rick Hendricks and W. H. Timmons, San Elizario: Spanish
Presidio to Texas County Seat (El Paso: Texas Western Press, 1998),23-45.
82. Socorro, Texas, named for the Piro Indian settlement of Nuestra
Senora de la Concepcion del Socorro, is five miles upriver from San Elizario.
83. Three miles upriver from Socorro, Texas, Corpus Christi de la Ysleta
was founded by Franciscan priests in 1682 for the Tigua Indians, who were
refugees from the Pueblo Rebellion in New Mexico. Ysleta is generally considered to be the oldest permanent settlement in Texas.
84. Fort Bliss was originally established at Smith's Rancho but was
moved to Magoffinsville in 1854. It was there that Lieutenant Colonel Baylor
and later Brigadier General Sibley established their headquarters. The fort was
burned when the Rebels retreated eastward in August 1862. Leon C. Metz,
Fort Bliss, An Illustrated History (El Paso: MariganBooks, 1981).
85. Located eighty-five miles south of Fort Craig and fifty-one miles
north of Fort Fillmore near the village of Santa Barbara, New Mexico, Fort
Thorn had been established in December 1853 on the west bank of the Rio
Grande to guard the El Paso-Santa Fe Road. Because of the post's unhealthy
location, it was abandoned in March 1859, with the public property transferred
to Fort Fillmore. Fort Thorn became Sibley's temporary headquarters and rendezvous for his movement against Federal forces at Fort Craig.
86. On 1August 1861, at Mesilla, Lt. Col. John R. Baylor issued a proclamation that created the Confederate Territory of Arizona consisting of that
area of New Mexico south of 34 0 north latitude. Two weeks later, he redrew
the line at 360 30' north latitude. Thompson, Colonel John R, Baylor, 45.
87. Possibly Mark M, Mallard, age sixteen, a private in Capt. Peter
Hardeman's Company A of the Second Texas Mounted Rifles.
88. Six miles south of Mesilla on the east bank of the Rio Grande,Fort
Fillmore had been established on 23 September 1851. Constructed from an
estimated five hundred thousand adobes, the post helped to guard the Mesilla
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Valley and a portion of the road that stretched west through the heart of
Apacheria to Tucson.
89. With a population of3,091 in 1860, Mesilla was the largest settlement
between San Antonio and San Diego. ·Founded on the west bank of the Rio
Grande by settlers from EI Paso del Norte, the village was named for its location on a small tableland that rises above the banks of the river. In 1861,
Mesilla boasted of a weekly newspaper, several large mercantile firms, and a
host of saloons and gambling dens. Surprisingly, a definitive study of the historic community has yet to be written.
90. Across the river from Mesilla and downriver from Dona Ana, Las
Cruces was the second largest settlement (population 807) in the Mesilla
Valley. Versions 'of exactly how the community came to be named vary,
although all agree that at some point wooden crosses were erected for the victims of an Apache attack near the settlement. Although soldiers had been stationed in the town as early as 1850, the community was plagued by Indian
raids. In 1853 the county seat was moved to the community from Dona Ana.
Nona Barrick and Mary Taylor~ The Mesilla Guard, 1851-6j (EI Paso: Texas
Western Press, 1976),5-7.
91. The grant known as EI Ancon de Dona Ana, resting on the east bank
of the Rio Grande some five miles north of Las Cruces, had been given to Don
Jose Maria Costales and 116 colonists by the governor of Chihuahua in 1839..
When Dona Ana County was created from the southern part of Socorro County
in January 1852, Dona Ana became the county seat. In 1860 the community
had a population of 687. When Lieutenant Colonel Baylor occupied the
Mesilla Valley in the summer of 1861, he established a forward base and eventually a hospital in the village. T. M. Pearce, ed., New Mexico Place Names, A
Geographical Dictionary (1965; reprint, Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1975),48; 8th Census (1860), Dona Ana County, New Mexico
Territory, National Archives, Washington, D.C., microset 653, roll 712.
92. The San Diego Crossing was a few miles upriver from DonaAna near
Robledo at the southern end of the Jornada del Muerto, or just upriver from
where the Union Army would construct Fort Selden in May 1865.
93. Hunter is referring to the higher peaks of the Black Range some thirty-five miles to the west. These include Reed's (10,Ql5 ft.), Hillsboro (10,011
ft.), and Diamond (9,850 ft.).
.
94. Fort Craig was established on the west bank of the Rio Grande on 1 April
1854, replacing a dilapidated Fort Conrad nine miles to the north. Strategically
located near the north end of the Jornada del Muerto, the fort provided protection
from raiding Apaches and Navajos, and guarded the Jornada and the Old Camino
Real along the river. Marion C. Grinstead, Life and Death ofa Frontier Fort:
Fort Craig, New Mexico, 1854-1885 (Socorro: Socorro County Historical
Society, 1973).
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95. Kentucky-born James Wiley Magoffm was a successful Santa FeChihuahua trader appointed special agent to Brig. Gen. Stephen W. Kearny
during the Mexican-American War. After the war, Magoffin established a settlement, Magoffinsville, on the north bank of the river. Besides Magoffin's
home, the small village included warehouses, stores, and other buildings, all
protected by a substantial adobe wall. W. H. Timmons, James Wiley Magoffin:
Don &mtiago-EI Paso Pioneer (El Paso: Texas Western Press, 1999).
96. The village of Canada Alamosa, twenty miles downriver from Fort
Craig at the confluence of the Alamosa River and the Rio Grande, is today
beneath Elephant Butte Reservoir. A skirmish between Confederates and
Federals occurred at the village on 25 - 26 September 1861. See Bethel
Coopwood to John R. Baylor, 29 September 1861, John R. Baylor to Assistant
Adjutant General, 6 October, 1861, and John H. Minks to E. R. S. Canby, 29
September 1861, in The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official
Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, 128 vols. (Washington: G. P.
0., 1889), ser. 1, vol. 4, 31-32 (Subsequent citations of these records, all from
ser. 1, will hereafter be referred to as OR. and by volume and page). Mesilla
Times, 1 January 1862.
97. The "seven gamblers" came to comprise part of a company of brigands, known as the "Santa Fe Gamblers," in the Confederate Army of New
Mexico. They were said to have been an "unruly and rowdy lot," many of
whom were "desperate characters and all of whom made themselves notorious
for the free and easy manner in which they appropriated the property of others
to their use." Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 373~76.
98. Renowned scout and Indian fighter, Col. Christopher "Kit" Carson
ably commanded the First New Mexico Volunteers. Later in the war, Carson
was credited with subduing the Navajos and Mescalero Apaches. He was
breveted a brigadier general and died at Fort Lyon near Boggsville, Colorado,
on 23 May 1868. The New Encyclopedia of the American West, s.v. "Kit
Carson." (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1998), 167.
99. Virginia-born Tom Green immigrated to Texas in 1835 and helped to
man the famous "Twin Sisters" (artillery pieces) as a private at the Battle of San
Jacinto. He fought Comanches and served as a lieutenant colonel in the Army
of the Republic of Texas. After the New Mexico campaign, Green commanded
the Sibley Brigade during the Battle of Galveston on 1 January 1863. Promoted
to brigadier general on 20 May 1863, he led the brigade at Sabine Cross Roads
and at Pleasant Hill. He was decapitated while leading a drunken and suicidal
attack on Federal gunboats at Blair's Landing, Louisiana, on 12 April 1864.
Faulk, General Tom Green, 33-68; Alwyn Barr, 'Tom Green: The Forest ofthe
Trans Mississippi," Lincoln Herald, 88, no. 2: 39-42.
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100. D. H. Fitzhugh, at twenty-three, was a private in Hunter's Company
1 of the Seventh Regiment. Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 277.
101. First Lt. Thomas Peck Ochiltree, age twenty-one, served as acting
assistant adjutant general in the Army ofNew Mexico. Ochiltree left Albuquerque
in April 1862; bearing dispatches to Richmond. He later served on the staff of
Maj. Gen. James Longstreet in the Army of Northern Virginia and was captured
near Appomattox four days before Gen. Robert E. Lee's surrender. After the war
he became a Texas legislator, politician, promoter, and newspaperman. New
Handbook ofTexas, s.v. "Thomas Peck Ochiltree."
102. John Schuyler Sutton served in a frontier regiment in the Army of the
Republic of Texas and participated in the ill-fated Texan Santa Fe Expedition
in 1841. He fought in the Mexican-American War with both Brig. Gen.
Zachary Taylor and Maj. Gen. Winfield Scott in a regiment of Texas Mounted
Rifles. In 1861 he became lieutenant colonel of the Seventh Regiment. At
Valverde his leg was shattered with grapeshot in the charge on McRqe's
Battery. When a surgeon informed him that his life would be saved if the leg
were amputated, Sutton· replied that he did' "not intend to hobble around the
balance of his days on one leg." He died the following day. Sutton County on
the edge ofthe Edwards Plateau in southwestern Texas honors his memory. New
Handbook of Texas, s.v. "John Schuyler Sutton"; Frazier, Blood and Treasure,
175,180.
Capt. Trevanion Theodore Teel commanded Light Company B of the First
Regiment of Artillery, which was recruited from Bexar County. The company
arrived at Fort Bliss in July 1861 and went on to fight at Mesilla, Valverde,
Apache Canyon, and Peralta. As part of Col. William Steele's rear guard, the
company was one of the last to abandon the Mesilla Valley. Teel, who had
fought in the Mexican-American War and was twice wounded at Buena Vista,
was slightly wounded at Valverde. While practicing law in EI Paso in 1889,
Teel returned to Albuquerque to locate the six mountain howitzers that had
been buried there under his supervision twenty-seven years earlier. Hall,
Confederate Army of New Mexico, 335-36; Howard Bryan, "The Man Who
Buried the Cannons," New Mexico Magazine 40 (January 1962): 13-14;
Conrey Bryson, Down Went McGinty: El Paso in the Wonderful Nineties (El
Paso: Texas Western Press, 1977),51-56.
103. Capt. James W. Gardner commanded the Anderson County
Buckhunters from Dr. Hunter's hometown of Palestine. Gardner was a slave
owner and farmer who lived near Parkersville. Wounded at Valverde, he
became ill and was left at the hospital in Socorro. He was taken prisoner and
brought to Fort Craig, where he died on 28 June 1862. Hall, Confederate Army
ofNew Mexico, 275-76.
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104. During most of the New Mexico campaign, the Fourth, Fifth, and
Seventh Regiments of the Sibley Brigade were referred to by many of the
Texans as the First, Second, and Third regiments, respectively.
105. Major Henry W. Raguet, age thirty-five, of the Fourth Texas
Regiment was shot in the leg at Valverde and killed while commanding the
regiment at Glorieta. Raguet was buried in Santa Fe, but his remains were later
taken by his family and reinterred in Nacogdoches. Alberts, The Battle of
Glorieta, 154.
106. Samuel A. Lockridge recruited and led more than five hundred
Texans in William Walker's 1856 Nicaraguan filibuster. Seriously wounded,
he returned to New Orleans to convalesce. In 1859, Lockridge was in the
Crescent City and later in San Antonio promoting a filibustering expedition to
Arizona, possibly to invade Sonora. He was active in the Cortina War on the
Texas border in 1859-1860. Prior to his death at Valverde, Lockridge told his
men he would "make his wife a shimmy" from the Federal banner waving over
Fort Craig. Hall, Sibley 50 New Mexico Campaign, 99 -1 01; San Antonio Daily
Herald, 6 May 1859, quoting the New Orleans Bee, n.d.; New Orleans Daily
Picayune, 7 January 1860.
107. William C. Wiggins, a second lieutenant in Company F of the
Seventh Regiment (New Salem Invincib1es from Rusk County), was wounded
in the leg at Valverde and left in the Socorro Hospital. He was later transferred
to the Albuquerque Hospital, taken prisoner, and exchanged on 6 June 1862.
North Carolina-born Reddin Smith Pridgen, thirty-seven years old, was a
farmer and slave owner from Houston County. A Mexican-American War veteran, he commanded Company H of the Fifth Regiment at Valverde and at
Peralta. Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 255-56, 291-92.
108. Rebel casualties amounted to 36 killed, 150 wounded, and 1 missing, roughly ten percent of those engaged. Forty-three of the wounded later
died. Frazier, Blood and Treasure, 180. Hunter's entry for the Battle of
Valverde appears to have been written after the fact.
109. Union casualties amounted to 100 killed and 160 wounded. Taylor,
Bloody Valverde, 124.
110. Due to a shortage of horses and mules as well as wagons and ambulances, however, many of the wounded from Valverde were carried in litters,
which were cut up from tents, and carried to Socorro on foot. Thompson,
Confederate General ofthe West, 272.
Ill. Robert H. Stapleton, a colonel in the New Mexico Territorial Militia,
owned a ranch and store at the village of Valverde upriver from Valverde Ford.
It was estimated that the Texans took three thousand dollars worth of goods
from Stapleton's store. After the campaign, Sibley was accused, probably
falsely, of appropriating items from the store for his personal use. Jennie
Fortune, interview with editor, Socorro, New Mexico, 2 September 1974;
Thompson, Confederate General of the West, 312.
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112. For a brief history of Socorro during the Civil War, see Jerry
Thompson, "'Gloom Over Our Fair Land': Socorro County During the Civil
War," New Mexico Historical Review 73 (April 1998): 99-119.
113. Edward Richard Sprigg Canby, 1839 West Point graduate and
Mexican War veteran, had a reputation in the frontier anny for honesty and
frankness. He had assumed command of the Department of New Mexico in
June 1861 and left New Mexico in September 1862 eventually to command the
Division of West Mississippi. The widely held belief in both the Federal and
Confederate armies that Canby and Sibley were brothers-in-law was false.
Heyman, Prudent Soldier, 376-77.
114. Thomas Garrison, age forty-three, was a corporal in Capt. James
Frederick Wiggins's Company F of the Seventh Regiment. Hall, Confederate
Army ofNew Mexico, 257.
115. Like Garrison, A. W. Prather, age twenty-four, was a corporal in Company Fofthe Seventh Regiment. Ibid., 256.
116.Pvt. James Harris, age twenty-seven, Company F of the Seventh Regiment, died of pneumonia. Ibid., 258.
117. Hunter is making reference to abolitionists. Like many other southerners, Hunter mistakenly used the word synonymously with Unionists.
118. Jeff Davis cannot be identified with certainty.
119. John M. Shaw, New York-born and thirty-eight years old, is listed
on the 1860 Socorro County census along with his Vermont-born wife
Henrietta, and their five children. Reverend Shaw is listed with real estate of
$2,000 and personal property of $1,500. 8th Census (1860), Socorro County,
New Mexico Territory, NA, Washington, D.C., microset 653, roll 714.
120.. Born at Piatt's Landing, Kentucky, on 9 November 1817, Canby
would have been forty-four at the time. Heyman, Prudent G~neral, 16.
121. English-born James Walker, a physician from Hallettsville, recruited
Company D of the Second Texas Mounted Rifles from Lavaca County. Leaving
twenty-three of his men at Fort Davis, Captain Walker continued to Mesilla,
arriving in August 1861 shortly after the surrender of the Fort Fillmore garrison. A portion of Company D fought at Valverde, Albuquerque, and Peralta.
George Wythe Baylor, Into the Far Wild Country: True Tales of the Old
Southwest, ed. Jerry Thompson (El Paso: Texas Western Press, 1996),201.
122. Cook's Spring, south of Blue Canyon, is two miles southwest of
Socorro and two and one-half miles southeast from the summit of Socorro
Mountain. Indeed, several mines were later established in the near vicinity of
the spring.
123. New Mexico Indians perhaps sensed the vulnerability of the
Hispanic population of the territory. Raids into the central Rio Grande Valley
by Navajos, Mescalero Apaches, and Mimbres Apaches intensified in 1861
and lasted well into 1863. Thompson, "Gloom Over Our Fair Land," 106-7.
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124. Union casualties at the Battle of Glorieta were approximately 48
killed and mortally wounded, 70 wounded, and 21 captured. Confederate casualties were 48 killed and mortally wounded, 60 wounded, and 25 captured,
induding those in Apache Canyon. Alberts, Battle of Glorieta, 138-39.
125. In an attempt to join Confederate forces in the northern part of the
territory, while at the same time bypassing Fort Craig, Capt. Bethel Coopwood
led his San Elizario Spy Company through the foothills of the San Mateo and
Magdalena mountains before reaching the Rio Salado and the Rio Grande. H.
H. Sibley to S. Cooper, 4 May 1862, OR., vol. 9, 511.
126. Pvt. A. D. Elam, age twenty-five, Company I of the Fourth
Regiment, was left at the Socorro Hospital and taken prisoner. He was paroled
at Fort Craig on 23 April 1862. Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 116.
127. Pvt. Achilles B. Donaldson, age twenty-six and a member of Capt.
Willis L. Lang's company of lancers (Co. B of the Fifth Regiment), was left at
the Socorro Hospital as an attendant. He was later taken prisoner at
Albuquerque, sent to Camp Douglas, Illinois, and, on 22 September 1862,
exchanged at Vicksburg, Mississippi. Ibid., 153.
128. Dr. L. M. Taylor was the assistant surgeon for the Fourth Regiment.
He was initially in charge of the Socorro Hospital but later transferred to the
Albuquerque and Santa Fe hospitals. After taken prisoner, he was paroled and
sent to Texas on 19 August 1862. Ibid., 57.
129. Irish-born Maj. Alexander Melvorne Jackson, thirty-eight years old
and assistant adjutant general in the Army of New Mexico, was a MexicanAmerican War veteran whom Pres. James Buchanan appointed in 1857 as secretary of New Mexico Territory, a position Jackson held for four years. Before
leaving New Mexico in April 1861, Jackson urged the infant Confederacy to
demand control of New Mexico "without the slightest delay." Jackson to
Orlando Davis, 17 February 1861, Pickett Papers, Library of Congress,
Washington, D.C.; David Remley, ed., Adios Nuevo Mexico: The Santa Fe
Journal ofJohn Watts in 1859 (Las Cruces: Yucca Tree Press, 1999),21-22.
130. Eighteen-year-old John J. Word, a private in Company I of the
Seventh Regiment, was the brother of Jettie Word and Hunter's future brotherin-law.
131. One day after Capt. Bethel Coopwood's skirmish with Federal forces
at the village of Canada Alamosa on 25-26 September 1861, Coopwood went
into camp in a cottonwood grove on the banks of the Rio Grande (identified
only as E Company Grove) and was attacked by a force of 101 Federals from
Fort Craig commanded by Capt. Robert M. Morris. In a fierce firefight, many
of the besieged Confederates were forced to shoot their wounded horses for
breastworks. Although concealed behind the dead animals and several cottonwood logs, Coopwood lost two men killed and eight wounded, while Captain
Morris had three men wounded. Both forces retreated following the fight.
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Morris to H. R. Selden, 29 September 1861, OR., vol. 4, 31-32; Coopwood to
John R. Baylor, 29 September 1861, OR., vol. 4, 32; Merrick, Desert to
Bayou, 31,112.
132. Pvt. L. G. Aspley, age thirty-five, and Pvt. John D. Robinson, age
twenty-eight, were both from Company I of the Seventh Regiment. Second
Corp. William 1. Chaffin, age thirty-two, was from Company H of the Fifth
Regiment. All had been left at the Socorro hospital as assistants to Dr. Hunter
following the Battle of Valverde, were taken prisoner, and, on 23 April 1862,
paroied at Fort Craig. Hall, Confederate Army ofNew Mexico, 192,275.
133. The map is not in the Hunter Papers.
134. The lines are from Irish poet and clergyman Charles Wolfe's "The
Burial of Sir John Moore." One of the best-known funeral elegies, it was written to commemorate the British c.ommander at the Battle of La Corona during
the Peninsular War. The last line actually reads, "O'er the grave where our hero
we buried."
135. Ossian, commonly Oisin, was a legendary Gaelic warrior and bard.
136. The list is not in the Hunter Papers.
137. Isa. 42:6 AY. "I the Lord have called thee in justice, and taken thee
by the hand, and preserved thee. And I have given thee for a covenant of the·
people, for a light ofthe Gentiles." Isa. 42: 13 AY. "The Lord shall go forth and
as a mighty man, as a man of war shall he stir up zeal: he shall shout and cry:
he shall prevail against his enemies."
.
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That Disturbances Cease: The Journals ofdon Diego de Vargas, New Mexico,
1697-1700. Edited by John L. Kessell, Rick Hendricks, Meredith D. Dodge,
and Larry D. Miller. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2000.
xv + 487 pp. Illustrations, maps, annotations, bibliography, glossary, index.
$50.00 cloth.)
In 1700, New Mexico Governor Pedro Rodriguez Cubero put his predecessor,
Diego de Vargas, under house arrest and forbade him to communicate with
anyone outside his family. Soon thereafter, Rodriguez Cubero took the additional precaution of putting Vargas in leg irons. These measures were necessary, he explained, "so that disturbances ... will cease" (p. 293). The episode
provides this volume with its title, and illustrates its main theme: a three-year
struggle for power between Rodriguez Cubero, Vargas, and their respective
followers.
That Disturbances Cease is the fifth of a projected six-volume series, The
Journals of don Diego de Vargas. Strictly speaking, these volumes contain
.few "Journals"; they are compendia of documents concerning the life and
times of Vargas, who is remembered for reconquering New Mexico following
the Pueblo Revolt of 1680. The editorial team, led by John Kessell, has gathered these documents from a remarkable variety of archival sources, expertly
transcribed and translated them (the transcriptions will be available on a CDROM); and skillfully arranged and annotated them. In the previous volume,
Blood on the Boulders, Vargas extinguished the final Pueblo conflagration,
the revolt of 1696, and completed his five-year term as governor. In this volume, Vargas's fellow Spaniards become his adversaries as he struggles to
maintain his governorship for his lifetime on the grounds that his remarkable
conquest of the Pueblos entitled him to that privilege (p. 50).
In Disturbances, the Spaniards' internecine power struggle begins in
1697 with the arrival of Rodriguez Cubero as Vargas's replacement and ends
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in 1700 when Rodriguez Cubero shipped Vargas off to Mexico City to answer
accusations of financial mismanagement. The power struggles included
charges and countercharges of financial misfeasance, malfeasance, spying,
deceptions, threats, forging documents, snooping in other people's mail, cruelty to Indians, marital infidelities, hypocrisy, and the withholding of sacraments as political weapons by partisan priests who misused the power of the
Inquisition. Students of New Mexico have heard this before, originally in the
work of France Scholes on seventeenth-century New Mexico. The editors of
the Vargas project, however, have gone beyond Scholes by giving us the documents themselves in English translation and Spanish transcription. They
have made it easy for us to gain access to texts, to read them without intermediaries, to draw our own conclusions, and to hear the voices-as when a
twenty-two year old· mulatta, Simona de Bejar, testifies that Vargas "made
strangers relatives and pretended many single people were married" as he falsified documents in order to collect more money from the Crown (p. 143).
Readers, however, could use more guidance from the editors. The introduction to Disturbances is superficial. It too readily defends Vargas and dismisses his opponents. With its run-on sentences and unclear antecedents, the
introduction needs an infusion of Kessell's clear and energetic prose. One is
struck by the contrast in style between the ponderous introduction and the vigorous chapter and section headings; the latter bear the hallmarks of Kessell's
writing. Nonetheless, Disturbances takes its place in this series as a work of
enduring value, which scholars will mine for generations.
David J. Weber
Southern Methodist University

Westward the Immigrants: Italian Adventurers and Colonists in an Expanding
America. By Andrew Rolle. (Niwot: University Press of Colorado, 1999.
xxxiv + 391 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, bibliography, index. $24.95 paper.)
Andrew Rolle's Westward the Immigrants is a reprint of the author's 1968
account of Italian immigrants in the western United States entitled The
Immigrant Upraised, which initiated one of the first scholarly debates in the
field of immigration history by openly challenging Oscar Handlin's earlier
characterization of the European immigrant experience. In his 1951 Pulitzer
Prize-winning book, The Uprooted, Handlin portrayed immigration as a tragic, traumatic event in which individual immigrants were violently uprooted
from their homelands and, as a result, .suffered feelings of despair, hopelessness, and psychological demoralization. In Handlin's view, the overall experience of immigration was one of "alienation and its consequences" (p. 4).
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Believing that these generalizations did not accurately describe all
European immigrants, Rolle argues that Italians who settled in the western
United States were not "uprooted" by the immigration experience but
"upraised." In other words, the unique western environment provided numerous opportunities for Italian immigrants not available to those who settled in
the East and Midwest. In the course of their lifetimes, Rolle argues, Italian
immigrants to the West enjoyed marked upward economic and social mobility and acculturation into mainstream American cultures. In arguing these
points, Rolle makes an important case for the distinctiveness of immigrant
settlement in the West.
In recent years, a sizable body of scholarship has emerged on the Italian
experience in California, Utah, Nevada, Texas, New Mexico, and other western states, making this reprint particularly timely. Rather than integrating this
related research throughout the course of the reprint, however, Rolle has chosen to republish his earlier work in its original form. Thus, other than a brief
preface to the new edition that surveys some recent scholarship on the subject,
he overlooks many of the works that have supported or criticized the concepts
and ideas voiced in The Immigrant Upraised.
Nonetheless, Westward the Immigrants makes an important contribution
to the fields of immigration history, Italian American studies, and American
western history, bringing the seminal text on Italian immigrants in the West
back into circulation at a time when research in this area has become particularly pronounced. Perhaps more importantly, however, the book will greatly
assist future scholars interested in tackling the complex and compelling question of what makes American western history unique.
Nicholas P. Ciotola
Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania

To California on the Southern Route, 1849: A History and Annotated Bibliography. By Patricia A. Etter; foreword by Elliot West. (Spokane, Wash.:
Arthur H. Clark Company, 1998. 178 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendix, bibliography, index. $37.50 cloth.)
Within a year of one another there appeared two significant aids to research
into the 1849, mad-cap and headlong dash for California gold. One is the book
under review here. The other is The California Gold Rush: A Descriptive
Bibliography of Books and Pamphlets Covering the Years 1848-1853, by
Gary F. Kurutz (San Francisco: The Book Club of California, 1997). While
sharing a concentration upon the same historical dynamic, and thereby dealing
with some of the same publications, the two bibliographies are based on different points of view. Thus, they compliment, rather than duplicate, each other.
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Etter's bibliography deals only with accounts left by westering adventurers who in 1849 followed southern, overland routes to California. In order to
establish accurate routes, her principal concern, Etter is obliged to identify and
use the testimonies left by emigrants. This book is the result of her labors. In
it, she lists 140 narratives. They consist of accounts appearing as (or in) books,
pamphlets, or as newspaper and magazine articles. Most significantly, the
author adds to these resources citations of unpublished narratives that are held
in major library collections located across the nation. Her entries are well
annotated, thereby providing the inquirer with precis of the cited narratives.
To California by the Southern' Route begins with an historical introduction
in which the author delineates the several trails that make up the southern
routes to Fort Yuma, being the place where the trails meet, passing through
present-day New Mexico, Arizona, and Old Mexico. Although the author does
not follow the travelers beyond the California border to the gold fields, her
annotations indicate the final destinations where miners attempted to find their
fortunes. Southern trails remain less known than northern ways to California.
The more famous trails were trekked by some 35,000 to 40,000 argonauts
(who left a great many records of their travails). Yet, 20,000 adventurers, who
tended to be from the southern states, especially Arkansas and Texas, staked
their chances on southern routes. To better understand those trails, Etter's
book, which includes sketch maps of several southern routes, would have been
well-served by the presence of maps of more precise delineation.
Gary Kurutz's California Gold Rush focuses only on books and pamphlets
related to the the California gold rush. He gives careful descriptions of them to
the profit of collectors of Western Americana. Etter's and Kurutz's bibliographies complement one another. While Etter casts a much larger net over her
topic, she does not fully describe the same works that are included in Kurutz's
book. So, go to Kurutz for a bibliographical description of the books of the
gold rush, including those of the southern routes. Go to Etter for a more complete listing of all works dealing with emigrants on the southern trails. Both
books are well worth the time and effort that went into compiling them, and
provide guides to those who are interested in following the paths of the past.
Marcus A. McCorison
American Antiquarian Society
Dispatches from the Mexican War. By George Wilkins Kendall; edited and
with an introduction by Lawrence Delbert Cress. (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1999.448 pp. llIustrations, maps, index, $57.50 cloth.)

George Wilkins Kendall was a pioneer journalist, cofounder of the New
Orleans Picayune, and probably the premier war correspondent during the
Mexican-American War. His dispatches from the war front, which appeared
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in the Picayune and dozens of other newspapers, have become for scholars.
and popular writers a major source of information on the military and diplomatic aspects of the conflict.
In this volume, Lawrence D. Cress, the late Dean of the College of Liberal
Arts and Professor of History at Willamette University, has reproduced
Kendall's two hundred plus dispatches, which he filed from April 1846 to the
end of October 1847, when he returned to New Orleans. They begin with interesting coverage of the Comanche raids in Texas and northern Mexico, shift to
the final victories of Zachary Taylor's army, notably at Monterey. Subsequent
dispatches focus on Winfield Scott's campaigns in central Mexico, from the
landing at Veracruz, to the capture of the capital, and the diplomatic bargaining that accompanied and followed American military victories.
This splendid collection gives the reader a full appreciation of Kendall's
achievements and contributions as a reporter and editorialist. In his first role,
Kendall sought to put his reader in the midst of the battlefield, trying hard to
convey its drama-the skill and bravery of American troops, the tactics of
their officers, the images of the scaling of ramparts and the sound of
artillery-but also its bloody results, frequently naming the dead and wounded officers. While he often demeaned the fighting ability of the Mexicans, he
also gave them credit when they showed courage. Kendall was a keen observer and also wrote, largely negatively, about Mexican politics and the positions
of various factions as well as about common folk, their towns, villages and
conditions. He touched on the weather and the influence of the yellow fever
and malaria season, and he noted the landscape and its beauty. He rode with
the troops and mined a variety of sources, specifying his informants, interviewing officers, Mexicans, and foreigners and summarizing the Mexican and
foreign press.
As an editorialist, Kendall clearly sought to shape public opinion and
official policy, and did so in ways that reflected his own mid-nineteenth-century American expansionist, nationalist, and racist outlook. He was sharply
critical of some military tactics and castigated Washington for failing to supply sufficient troops, artillery, and transport to Scott's beleaguered forces, prolonging his march to Mexico City. Above all, he denounced the entire process
of negotiating peace (reserving judgment on blaming Scott, Nicholas Trist, or
the Polk Administration) with the deceitful, cunning, unrealistic, and bankrupt
Mexican leaders. On several occasions, he impatiently demanded massive
force to crush Mexican resistance and enforce American will on Mexico.
Cress was an excellent editor. His introduction provides just enough
information on the background of the Mexican-American War, the history of
journalism and the appearance of the foreign correspondent, biographical data
on Kendall, bibliographical references, and his own editorial criteria. Cress
provides a brief overview for each chronological chapter and, in the footnotes,
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he identifies all of the figures and places mentioned in Kendall's dispatches.
Several useful maps and a few lithographs enrich this handsome and important book.
Noel H. Pugach
University ofNew Mexico

Not in Vain: A Rifleman Remembers World War II. By Leon C. Standifer. (Baton
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1998. xv + 277 pp. Illustrations, map,
appendixes, bibliography. $16.95 paper.)

The 1990s brought forth a multitude of World War II memoirs adding to our
knowledge of that war and the impact it had on the United States. Like veterans of earlier American conflicts, these World War II participants have written their accounts for posterity; unlike their predecessors, whose works
remain largely in manuscript form and dependent on historians to give them
wider access through publication, these citizen soldiers in the late twentieth
century are finding acceptance in both the academic and popular press-and
for excellent reasons.
Leon Standifer's memoir furnishes valuable context for his singular story
of war. He first paints a vivid portrait of small-town America, a fine starting
place for readers who want to connect the battlefield experience with the soldier and his generation. The first few chapters provide an extraordinary view
of Clinton, Mississippi, a small town just emerging from the depression years.
The reader thereby gains important insight into why Standifer and his fellow
soldiers fought and what they fought for.
Yet as a peace-loving noncombatant before the war exploded, Standifer
had to be schooled in controlled violence, and his intense training as an
infantry scout engendered in him a ready willingness to rush enemy machine
gun positions to insure that he did his share in support of his buddies. This was
not, of course, a happy experience, and Standifer's memory of combat
includes both the horrors of combat as well as the long periods of boredom,
recollections that produce a familiar ring for any combat veteran.
Standifer repeatedly asks and seeks to answer the question of why men
fight. In the beginning "God and Country" seemed adequate answers. But as
Standifer comes to grips with the rigors of combat on the snowy and cold
French landscape, he concludes that he fought for the First Squad of the First
Platoon in King Company. He depended on his squad and his squad depended on him. His world had shrunk. "I was still concerned about God, Clinton,
and Country, but when I walked into that machine gun at Ie Hirgoat it was for
the approval of my squad" (p. 250).
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One of the best personal accounts by a World War II soldier, Not in Vain
should be required reading for all serious students of that war.
Vernon L. Williams
Abilene Christian University
Taos Artists and Their Patrons, 1898-1950. Edited by Dean A. Porter,
Teresa Hayes Ebie, and Suzan Campbell. (Notre Dame, Ind.: Snite Museum
of Art, 1999.400 pp. Photographs, notes, bibliography, index. $65.00 cloth.)
Taos Artists and Their Patrons, 1898-1950 is a scholarly catalog accompanying a traveling museum exhibition, and is part of a growing body of work
on art patronage. As it shows, such inquiry tells us more than who was purchasing pictures. Patrons played a variety of roles for artists working in Taos
during the first half of the twentieth century, facilitating their travel to New
Mexico from Northeastern urban centers, offering hospitality, establishing a
sense of community, sponsoring exhibitions, and promoting critical notice of
their work, even participating in discussions about style and subject matter.
Witness Chicago mayor Carter Harrison's 1915 letter to Walter Ufer requesting a large painting of "an old church, either the one at Santa Cruz near
Espanola or the one at Ranchos of Taos with a bunch of Mexicans coming
from mass" (p. 94).
This is the kind of detailed, personal information that fills the pages of
this book, giving a rich sense of the idiosyncratic individuals and personal
connections that kept northern New Mexican artists afloat. Chapters divide
patrons into categories: companies that range from the Santa Fe Railroad to
Budweiser, individuals like Thomas Gilcrease and Millicent Rogers, nonprof. it organizations and museums, even cities and states. The result of this
research is a portrait of more than a regional tradition; the book gives insight
into the difficult business of being an artist in a period when the dealers, curators, and art schools so key to this field today were still nascent.
Inclusiveness is the rule of this volume. The book goes well beyond the
nineteen artists who were members of the Taos Society of Artists, and beyond
the years of that group (1915-1927) as well, to include many whose relationships with Taos were brief. Incorporating so many Modernists is helpful, as
this research breaks down a tendency to think of Taos as a conservative foil to
the more radical Santa Fe. Also useful is the strong attention to women artists,
patrons, and curators. At the same time, while the editors' emphasis on artists
living and working in the city of Taos helps explain it, it.is rather curious to
see so few Native American and Hispano figures. Similarly, patrons' investments in particular kinds of represenations of Native and Hispano cultures or
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the Southwest in general are not investigated in any substantive way.
Nevertheless, this well-researched volume provides important information
for scholars of the cultural history of this area and of American art history
in general.
Elizabeth Hutchinson
Barnard College/Columbia University
All That Glitters: The Emergence ofNative American Micaceous Art Pottery
in Northern New Mexico. By Duane Anderson. (Santa Fe, N.Mex.: School of
American Research Press, 1999. xiii + 199 pp. Photographs, maps, notes,
appendixes, bibliography, index. $55.00 cloth, $27.50 paper.)

Micaceous clays occur naturally in northern New Mexico and have been used
by Native American potters since the A.D. 1300s to make ceramics that are
distinctive for their glittering golden hue or sparkling black surface. Pottery
produced at Taos and Picuris pueblos and by the Jicarilla Apache has been
almost exclusively micaceous, but most of the other Northern Rio Grande
pueblos, as well as the Navajos, have produced some micaceous pottery.
All That Glitters introduces general readers and collectors of micaceous
pottery to the history of micaceous pottery production in the northern Rio
Grande. It describes how micaceous pottery is made, summarizes archaeological data on the history of its production, discusses the transition from production of culinary and ritual pottery to production of art pottery among the
Pueblos of the Southwest generally, and explains how these trends specifically affected the production of micaceous pottery. The book also describes
efforts of the School of American Research (SAR) in Santa Fe to encourage
and document the emergence of micaceous pottery as an art form. In 1994,
SAR sponsored a convocation of" ten Native American potters working in
micaceous clay. Each potter produced two works, one traditional and the other
experimental. SAR purchased these pots for its collections, and this book
illustrates each work, along with a photograph and brief biography of the
artist. The artists' convocation was followed in 1995 by the First Micaceous
Pottery Market, in which fifty potters participated. With an eye on history,
SAR exhaustively documented this market with surveys, exit interviews, photography, and participant observations. SAR also purchased nine pots judged
as among the best exhibited by participating artists.
With its numerous excellent photographs, focus on potters, and uncluttered referencing style, the book succeeds as a popular introduction to micaceous art pottery. For those who have more academic interests, the book lays
the groundwork for further research on micaceous pottery, documenting micaceous pottery production in the 1990s, and, particularly in the four appendixes
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that inventory museum collections and list potters, suggesting sources for
future studies on what came before the 1990s emergence of micaceous art
pottery.
Dennis Gilpin
SWCA, Inc., Environmental Consultants
Flagstaff, Arizona
Race, Police, and the Making ofa Political Identity: Mexican Americans and
the Los Angeles Police Department, 1900-1945. By Edward 1. Escobar.
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1999. xiv + 358 pp. Tables, notes,
bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, $17.95 paper.)

Edward 1. Escobar's Race, Police, and the Making ofa Political Identity analyzes the reshaping of the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) and the
city's ethnic Mexican communities in the early twentieth century. Contending
that neither can be understood apart from the other, Escobar carefully illustrates the mutually constitutive relations between policing, notions of civic
order, and a recognizably Mexican American politics. By the early 1930s, Los
Angeles boasted both the largest community of ethnic Mexicans in the U.S.
and one of the nation's leading urban police departments. Tracing the collision
between the two, Escobar finds that critical new patterns of interaction
emerged during the Great Depression as a result of resurgent radical unionism
and new criminological theories to explain Mexican delinquency. Political
conflicts within the Los Angeles city government shaped new concerns about
urban disorder, and California's growing number of zoot suiters helped define
the department's focus by 1940. The violent consequences of that surveillance
are well known, as the Sleepy Lagoon case and "zoot suit riots" made
Southern California's "race problem" a subject of concern even to distant
Allied observers during the World War II. In part because of the importance
of those episodes, Escobar places heavy emphasis on the 1930s and 1940s,
years which certainly witnessed both increased police brutality and the emergence of foundational Mexican American civil rights organizations in Los
Angeles.
An intensely researched and subtly nuanced account of both urban governance and ethnic politics, Race, Police, and the Making ofa Political Identity
contributes to both the growing historical literature on race relations in
Southern California and the study of Latin American migrants' fates in times
of revolution. In deftly analyzing the shaping of a critical urban institution in
the United States, Escobar implicitly engages the growing academic literature
on other twentieth-century state agencies (e.g. the Border Patrol) which also
monitored ethnic Mexicans during these decades: Americanists and Latin
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Americanists will profit from Escobar's work, and Ethnic Studies scholars will
find his assertion that modem "Chicano" activism first emerged in the 1940s
as a result of police activities an important, if controversial, contribution to
their field.
Stephen Pitti
Yale University
Making a Real Killing: Rocky Flats and the Nuclear West. By Len Ackland.
(Albuquerque: University ofNew Mexico Press, 1999. xi + 308 pp. Illustrations,
notes, index. $34.95 cloth.)
Len Ackland's Making a Real Killing is the story of the Rocky Flats nuclear
weapons plant near Denver. The author, now director of the Center for
Environmental Journalism at the University of Colorado at Boulder, formerly
worked as a Chicago Tribune journalist and editor of the Bulletin ofthe Atomic
Scientists. This study is the first comprehensive overview of the Rocky Flats
plant, a cold war icon.
In a brief introductory chapter, Ackland describes the evolution of Rocky
Flats from the mid-nineteenth century when the Church family settled the land
and operated a cattle ranch until World War II. In the core chapters, he shifts
his attention to the operation of Rocky Flats as a nuclear weapons facility.
During the postwar economic and cultural transformation of the American
West, Denver welcomed the plant as a source of well-paying jobs. Yet, Rocky
Flats proved a devil's bargain as the end of the cold war revealed the plant's
legacy of environmental damage and threats to public health. In examining
these changes, the author conveys the importance of Rocky Flats, from the personal and the local, to the national and international.
In a well-balanced treatment of how the Rocky Flats debacle came about,
Ackland delineates the preeminence in official circles of national security over
concerns for human health or the environment. Within the organizational culture that characterized the nuclear weapons complex during the cold war, production demands proved paramount. Workers inside the plant faced threats
from radioactive or hazardous elements and plant operations produced huge
volumes of mixed waste that fouled the environment.
For example, the pyrophoric nature of plutonium resulted in major blazes
in 1957 and 1969. Although the first one produced significant damage to the
plant, the 1969 fire proved much more serious. Ackland argues that the fire
resulted in a near catastrophe for the metropolitan Denver region. He sj.lggests
that had the fire not been contained, it may have produced a disaster similar to
the Chernobyl fiasco of 1986. That nuclear accident, which occurred in the
Ukraine, produced widespread environmental contamination, economic
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upheaval, and profound human misery. The conflagration of 1969 resulted in
an activist backlash that dogged Rocky Flats management, first Dow Chemical
and later Rockwell International, until 1989 when the federal government
ceased plant operations.
In the closing chapters, the author discusses the impact that Rocky Flats
had on the environment and the unsuccessful efforts to clean up the area.
Trying to achieve a positive end, Charlie McKay, the remaining heir of the
Church family, has taken advantage of the post-cold war boom economy in
the West and is currently developing the land surrounding Rocky Flats.
Ackland's Making a Real Killing is recommended to anyone interested in
the "Nuclear West." Highly readable and engaging, the book is a model study
of how best to integrate environmental journalism and historical research.
Scott D. Hughes
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Glen Canyon Dammed: Inventing Lake Powell and the Canyon Country. By
Jared Farmer. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1999. xxvii + 269 pp.
Photographs, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $26.95 cloth.)
For the past four decades, the effort to save or restore Glen Canyon has been
the environmental equivalent of the quest for the Holy Grail. Jared Farmer's
book offers a concise critique ofthe allure and debate not only regarding Glen
. Canyon and Lake Powell, but the Canyon Country of southern Utah in general. In doing so, Farmer tells how one of the most rugged and remote regions
of the United States was converted into a tourist Mecca.
The first third of Farmer's book retraces the history of this region from
the arrival of Mormon settlers through the efforts of local boosters to build
highways in order to draw tourists. The second section focuses on the history
of tourism in Glen Canyon (with a lengthy discussion of the role Rainbow
Bridge Arch played as a drawing card) and how tourism changed with the creation of Lake Powell. The final section examines how Lake Powell has now
become a tourist destination in its own right, which is replacing, though not
erasing, the earlier significance that Glen Canyon once had.
Throughout his book, Farmer deals with a wide array of issues, among
them the pros and cons oftourism, the notion of a "paradise lost," and the economic elitism of outdoor recreation. These are not necessarily new topics, but
what Farmer has to offer is the brevity, clarity, and neutrality of his writing.
His style, while casual, is clear and compelling. Farmer even succeeds at the
particularly tricky task of incorporating his own personal memories into his
discussion without shifting the focus of the book onto himself. While he
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mourns the loss of Glen Canyon, he also recognizes that Lake Powell has a
special meaning to people as well.
There are a few topics which Farmer might have explored further, such
as the fact that while many people agree that the Glen Canyon/Lake Powell
region is now "lost," there is no consensus on when this loss occurred, with
suggestions ranging from the 1920s to 1980s. On the technical side, the endnotes occasionally proved more vexing than illuminating in regards to the
source materials. These however are minor concerns about an otherwise
excellent book. What Farmer offers the reader is not simply a narrative about
the Glen Canyon/Lake Powell region, but a meditation on it.
Stephen C. Sturgeon
Utah State University
Indian Reservations in the United States: Territory, Sovereignty, and Socioeconomic Change. By Klaus Franz. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
1999. xxvi + 370 pp. Illustrations, graphs, charts, tables, maps, bibliography,
index. $25.00 paper).

Klaus Franz's Indian Reservations in the United States makes a unique and
important contribution to understanding economic developments on reservations, especially those in the American Southwest. Franz's approach to the
topic is novel in that he effectively combines geography and economic developments to produce a rich mosaic of reservation life. This text is important
since it evaluates economic development using a multitude of indices ranging
from water rights to casino gaming profits.
Franz acknowledges that his primary focus is reservations in the
Southwest, especially those in Arizona, and that most of his research findings
extend only to the 1980 census. The first four chapters deal with general topics related to Indian reservations-federal policy, sovereignty, and population
trends that will influence and direct economic life. The remainder of the text
(six chapters) thoroughly analyzes economic developments-socioeconomic
status, "economic spirit" of Native peoples, mining, water rights, agriculture,
forestry, and manufacturing-and how each contribute to or detract from the
economic welfare of reservation Indians. In the epilogue, Franz· updates the
text with 1990 census data and incorporates contemporary issues related to
Indian reservations. This chapter concisely and astutely reviews major developments-the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act of 1988, Native American
Graves Protection and Reparation Act of 1990, and the globalization of indigenous activism-that will shape developments in the twenty-first century.
The text has many strengths that will focus discussion on Indian economic life and industrial development. The strongest chapters are Franz's
review of federal Indian policy (chpt. 2), Indian population trends (chpt. 4),
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water rights (chpt. 8), and future trends (epilogue). The entire text is richly
enhanced by 111 graphs, maps, charts, and illustrations, which reveal Franz's
training in geography and his skill in evaluating cartography. These graphic
illustrations are among the best this reviewer has encountered, and the book
generally serves as a quick reference source.
The major criticism is compounded by the approaching 2000 census.
After the results of this census are released it will be important for Franz to
thoroughly revise the entire text to reflect the realities of the twenty-first century. This observation is more for encouragement because this monograph is
a vital resource for Indian historians, tribal leaders, and government officials.
The text is well organized, clearly written, and easily read. This book will
be required reading in my Native American history course. Franz is to be
commended for his important contribution.
James T. Carroll
lona College
New
Rochelle,
New York
I
Rethinking Hopi Ethnography. By Peter M. Whiteley. (Washington D.C.:
Smithsonian Institution Press, 1999. xi + 285 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes,
bibliography, index. $39.95 cloth, 18.95 paper.)
The Hopi people are one of the most, if not the most, studied and recorded
Native American tribe in North America. Over the past century, anthropologists, ethnographers, historians, religious scholars, and others have recorded,
studied, and interpreted the behavior and culture of the Hopi. In part as a reaction to this legacy of academic scrutiny, but also precipitated by the passage
of recent federal legislation (e.g., the Native American Graves Protection and
Reparation Act of 1990), the Hopi Tribe has increasingly asserted and
demanded property and intellectual ownership rights, and a corresponding
control over public dissemination of Hopi ritual and cultural knowledge.
In Rethinking Hopi Ethnography, Whiteley examines how past ethnographic research and the resultant academic commodification of Hopi cultural knowledge has shaped contemporary Hopi attitudes toward research.
In the introductory essay (chpt. 1), and throughout the entire book, Whiteley
questions the viability of future ethnographic research at Hopi. In so doing,
Whiteley, utilizing Hopi as a backdrop, also explores the intellectual development of anthropology, critiques anthropological theory for its failure to
conjoin Hopi reality, and concludes that the discipline is accountable for
being another "mode of collecting, analyzing, and reordering Hopi practices
to its own registers of significance"(p. 175). Whiteley responds with a call
. for a more responsible anthropology, one which is responsive and accountable to the people being studied and which results in a genuinely enhanced
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intercultural respect, appreciation, and understanding (p. 183). Some of the
essays included in Rethinking Hopi Ethnography have been published elsewhere and examine a variety of Hopi concepts such as the meaning of Hopi
clans (chpt. 2), the structure of Hopi power and inequality (chpt. 3), the
importance of Hopi personal names (chpt. 4), and the consequence of an individual Hopi's deliberate action (burning an altar) on affecting cultural change
(chpt. 5). This thoughtful and engaging book should be read by anyone contemplating ethnographic research and should be a prerequisite for any student
of Hopi culture or anyone interested in working or consulting with the Hopi
tribe.
Kurt E. Dongoske
Tribal Archaeologist, The Hopi Tribe

618

Book Notes.

American Indian Trickster Tales. Selected and edited by Richard Erdoes and
Alfonso Ortiz. (New York: Viking, 1998. xxi + 296 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, $13.95 paper.)
Architecture and Its Sculpture in Viceregal Mexico. By Robert 1. Mullen.
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 1997. x + 263 pp. Illustrations, maps,
notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, $24.95 paper.)
.
Balseros, historia oral del exodo cubano del '94. By Felicia Guerra; translation and introduction by Tamara Alvarez-Detrell. (Miami, Fla.: Ediciones
Universal, 1997. 187 pp. Illustrations, map. $16.95 paper.)
Best ofDee Brown s West: An Anthology. Edited by Stan "Tex" Banash. (Santa
Fe, N.Mex.: Clear Light Publishers, 1996. xvii + 366 pp. Illustrations, maps,
bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, $14.95 paper.)
Black Pioneers: Images of the Black Experience on the North American
Frontier. By John W. Ravage. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1997.
xxi + 224 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth.)
Colonial Spanish America: A Documentary History. Edited by Kenneth Mills
and William B. Taylor. (Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources, Inc., 1998.
xxiv + 372 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $55.00 cloth, $22.95 paper.)
Culture Across Borders: Mexican Immigration and Popular Culture. Edited by
David R. Maciel and Maria Hererra-Sobek. (Tucson: University of Arizona
Press, 1998. xiv + 268 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $40.00 cloth,
$16.95 paper.)
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Culture y Cultura: Consequences ofthe u.s. -Mexican War, 1846-1848. By Iris
H. W. Engstrand, Richard Griswold del Castillo, and Elena Poniatowska. (Los
Angeles, Calif.: Autry Museum of Western Heritage, 1998. 160 pp.
Illustrations, bibliography. $30.00 cloth.)
De Colores Means All of Us: Latina Views for a Multi-Colored Century. By
Elizabeth Sutherland Martinez. (Cambridge, Mass.: South End Press, 1998.
xviii + 266 pp. Illustrations, index. $18.00 paper.)
From the Rio to the Sierra: An Environmental History ofthe Middle Rio Grande
Basin. By Dan Scurlock. (Fort Collins, Colo.: Rocky Mountain Research
Station, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1998. x + 440 pp. Illustrations, maps,
charts, tables, bibliography. Gratis.)
Gente Decente: A Borderlands Response to the Rhetoric of Dominance. By
Leticia M. Garza-Falcon. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1998. xxii + 303
pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, $18.95 paper.)
Lee:S Ferry: From Mormon Crossing to National Park. By P. T. Reilly; edited
by Robert H. Webb; contributions by Richard D. Quartaroli. (Logan: Utah
State University Press, 1999. xvi + 542 pp. Photographs, notes, appendixes,
index. $39.95 cloth, $21.95 paper.)
Let the Cowboy Ride: Cattle Ranching in the American West. By Paul F. Starrs.
(Baltimore, Md.: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998. xx + 356 pp. Illustrations,
maps, charts, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $35.95 cloth.)
Los Capitalistas: Hispano Merchants and the Santa Fe Trade. By Susan Calafate
Boyle. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1997. xvii + 236 pp.
Illustrations, maps, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth.)
Manifest Destiny and Empire: American Antebellum Expansionism. By Robert
W. Johannsen, et al.; edited by Sam W. Haynes and Christopher Morris.
(College Station: Texas A & M University Press, 1997. xii + 179 pp. Notes,
bibliography. $24.95 cloth.)
Mystic Healers and Medicine Shows: Blazing Trails to Wellness in the Old
West and Beyond. Edited by Gene Fowler. (Santa Fe, N.Mex.: Ancient City
Press, 1997. vi + 202 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, bibliography, index. $27.95
cloth, $14.95 paper.)
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Natives and Academics: Researching and Writing about American Indians.
Edited by Devon A. Mihesuah. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1998.
xi + 212 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $15.00 paper.)
New Views of Borderlands History. Edited by Robert H. Jackson. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1998. viii + 242 pp. Illustrations,
maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $40.00 cloth, $19.95 paper.)
The Occupation ofAlcatraz Island: Indian Self-Determination and the Rise of
Indian Activism. By Troy R. Johnson. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press,
1996. xii + 273 pp. Illustrations, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $49.95
cloth, $17.95 paper.)
Old Spanish Trail North Branch and Its Travelers. By Ron Kessler. (Santa Fe,
N.Mex.: Sunstone Press, 1998.384 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, notes,
bibliography, index. $24.95 paper.)
Searchlight: The Camp That Didn't Fail. By Harry Reid; foreword by Mike
O'Callaghan; introduction by James W. Hulse. (Reno: University of Nevada
Press, 1998. xxix + 233 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 cloth.)
Tales ofan Endishodi: Father Berard Haile and the Navajos, 1900-1961. Edited
by Murray Bodo. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1998. xxv +
263 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $42.00 cloth,
$24.95 paper.)
Utah s Black Hawk War. By John Alton Peterson. (Salt Lake City: University
of Utah Press, 1998. xi+ 432 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index.
$59.95 cloth, $19.95 paper.)
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Elmo L. Baca, a native New Mexican and twenty-year veteran of historic preservation and community revitalization and development, has
been named State Historic Preservation Officer for the Historic
Preservation Division. His appointment began 1 May 2000. Baca noted
in the HPD's summer newsletter that his goals include "obtaining more
resources and money for historic preservation in the state, and looking
at networking opportunities in other areas of historic preservation, such
as preservation of landscape, culture, language, folk arts, traditional
agriculture, and land use." To learn more about Baca and the HPD,
visit the HPD web site athttp://museums.state.nm.uslhpd/.
Bryan Cooperrider has recently released Coop s Roadmap Guide to the
Mission Churches: California, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Baja
California, and Northern Mexico. The map retails for $6.95 and is
available in some southwestern gift shops, It is also sold through
Amazon.com, and at some Barnes and Noble bookstores. You will find
Coop's Maps on-line at www.coopsmaps.com or call (800) 259-3139.
Robert Mirabal, Taos Pueblo Indian flutist and performance artist, will
be the featured entertainer at the gala celebrating the opening of the
Native American Gallery at the National Cowboy Hall of Fame and
Western Heritage Center in Oklahoma City, OK, on 19 October 2000.
. For gala information, call (405) 478-2250.
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EVENTS

Reserve, New Mexico, community members met on Friday and
Saturday, 8-9 September 2000 to discuss the Elfego Baca Project, an
effort to establish a historical site honoring the nineteen-year-old.
deputy sheriff from Socorro County. Reserve, now the seat of Catron
County, was a part of Socorro County at that time. Baca, who stands
high in the lore and legend of the West, held off a gang of rioting cowboys for thirty-six hours 28-30 October 1884. While his story was
brought to a larger audience through Walt Disney's "The Nine Lives of
Elfego Baca" in 1958, there is nothing in Reserve to commemorate the
historic gunfight. Participants in the meetings included western historian and Baca biographer Larry D. Ball (Arkansas State University), Don
Morris (New Mexico's Department of Economic Development), Elmo
Baca (Historic Preservation Division of Cultural Affairs), Robert
McCubbin, Richard Baish, and Marcus Huff (True West), Marshall
Trimble (Arizona State Historian), and descendants of Elfego Baca.
The Review is grateful to Nancy Coggeshell for providing this information. Those interested in the Elfego Baca Project should contact
Henry Martinez at (505) 533-6488.
The Colorado Historical Society's 2000-2001 lecture series, Selling the
West, opened on 19 September with Richard White's presentation,
"Confidence Men: Running Transcontinental Railroads in the First
Information Age." The series also includes lectures by David Fridtjof
Halaas, "The Promise of the West" (17 October); J. S. Holliday, "Gold
Fever and the Risk-Taking Culture of the American West" (21
November); Elliot West, "Selling the Dream: Advertising and the
American West" (16 January); Paul Fees, "Why Buffalo Bill?" (20
February); Donald Worster, "Down the Great Unknown: John Wesley
Powell and the Colorado River" (20 March); Carlos Schwantes,
"Before the Rails: 'Selling the West' in the Steamboat and Stagecoach
Eras" (17 April); and JoAnn Levy, "They Saw the Elephant: Women in
the California Gold Rush" (15 May). For ticket and location information; call (303) 866-4686. Those interested in CHS membership should
write to the Colorado Historical Society, Membership Department,
1300 Broadway, Denver, CO, 80203.
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EXHIBITS

The National Hispanic Cultural Center of New Mexico opens in
Albuquerque on 21 October 2000. The center's Visual Arts Program
features three inaugural exhibitions through 27 May 2001: Nuevo
Mexico Profundo: Rituals ofan Indo-Hispano Homeland (photographs .
by Miguel' Gandert, curated by Helen R. Lucero); La Luz:
Contemporary Latino Art in the United States (curated by Andrew
Connors); and Barelas a Traves de los Aiios: A Pictorial History of
Barelas (curated by Carlos Vasquez and Michael Miller). The NHCC is
located at 170 IFourth Street Southwest, Albuquerque, NM, 87102
(505) 246-2261.

Remington and Russell: Masterpieces of the American West from the
Amon Carter Museum (9 September 2000-7 January 2001): Western
scholars located in the Midwest now have the opportunity to view nineteen major paintings by Frederic Remington and Charles M. Russell at
the Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western Art in
Indianapolis, Indiana. The collection features Remington's A Dash for
the Timber (1889) and Russell's In Without Knocking (1909). The
Amon Carter Museum, currently under renovation, will reopen next
year. For information about the exhibit, the museum, or membership in
the American Masters Society, call (817) 738-1933, ext. 225 or write to
the Membership Office; Amon Carter Museum, 3501 Camp Bowie
Boulevard, Fort Worth, TX, 76107-2695.
The National Cowboy Hall of Fame and Western Heritage Center in
Oklahoma City will celebrate the opening of the Native American
Gallery and the Joe Grandee Museum of the Frontier West on 19
October 2000. Sponsorship for the Native American Gallery is provided by Caddo, Oklahoma, rancher Robert T. Stuart. The gallery will feature approximately 130 objects dating from pre-European contact to the
present. The permanent exhibit will explore three concepts-spiritual
beliefs, cultural traditions, and tribal identity. The Joe Grandee
Museum of the Frontier West is funded by .Herman and LaDoima
Meinders of Oklahoma City. The museum features clothing worn by
trappers, Native Americans, military officers, and frontier women, as
well as other equipment used for daily living in the nineteenth-century
American West. For gala reservations, call (405) 478-2250, ext. 218.
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GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND AWARDS

Curbstone Press has announced the inauguration of the Miguel Marmol
Prize for a first book-length work of fiction in English by a Latina/o
writer that reflects respect for intercultural understanding and fosters an
appreciation for human rights and civil liberties. The prize is given to
honor the memory of Miguel Marmol, legendary Salvadoran labor
union leader. The winner will be published by Curbstone Press and
receive a $1,000 advance against royalties. The judge will be Sandra
Cisneros, noted author of The House on Mango Street, Woman
Hollering Creek, Loose Woman, and My Wicked, Wicked Ways. You can
reach the press bye-mail (info@curbstone.org), on-line (www.curbstone.org), or at 321 Jackson Street, Willimantic, CT, 06226.
The Recovering the U.S. Hispanic Literary Heritage Project is offering
funding to scholars and advanced graduate students for the completion
or advancement of research projects. The stipend of up to $3,000 is
designed to cover expenses involved in the collection of visual materials, translation, transcription, and indexing. For applications and deadlines, contact Recovering the U.S. Hispanic Literary Heritage Project,
University of Houston, E. Cullen Performance Hall, Room 254,
Houston, TX, 77204-2172, (713) 743-3128, (713) 743-3142 fax,
artrec@jetson.uh.edu, www.arte.i.lh.edu/Recovery/recovery.html.
The Charles Redd Center for Western Studies at Brigham Young
University recently established the Annaley Naegle Redd Student Award
in Women's History. The $1,000 research grant will be given annually to
an undergraduate or graduate student doing research on women in the
American West (west of the Mississippi River). Recipients may use the
award for any worthy project including seminar papers, theses, and dissertations. Request an application form from the Redd Center, 5443
HBLL, Brigham Young University, Provo, UT, 84602, or download a
copy at http://fhss.byu.eduireddcent. The application deadline is 15
March 2001; the award will be announced by 15 April 2001. Applicants
not receiving the Annaley Naegle Redd Award will be considered for the
Redd Center's other student grants ($1,000 maximum) if the area of
study is in the Intermountain West (Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Arizona,
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New Mexico, Utah, and Colorado). Proposals in all areas of the humanities, arts, and social sciences are invited.
The National Endowment for the Humanities has selected the Women
of the West Museum's web site and on-line museum as one of the best
internet resources for education in the humanities. A peer review panel,
nonprofit organizations, and a blue ribbon contingent of teachers and
leaders in education assessed the site's intellectual quality, content,
design, and classroom impact. You can access the on-line museum
through the NEH EDSITEment page (http://edsitement.neh.gov) or
directly at www.WomenoftheWest.org.
The National Cowboy Hall of Fame and Western Heritage Center has
received a grant from $ave America's Treasures, a public/private partnership with the White House Millennium Council, the National Park
Service, and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The $140,000
grant must be matched by nonfederal dollars for the purpose of fine art
conservation for 140 of the museum's most significant paintings.
Matching donations are currently being sought. The project to conserve
the western fine art collection must be completed by the end of 2002.
The project is nationally recognized as an Official Project of Save
America's Treasures, a program designed to preserve America's most
important cultural sites, artworks, artifacts, and cultural resources for
future generations. For information about 'the National Cowboy Hall of
Fame and Western Heritage Center, call (404) 478-2250 or visit their
web site at www.cowboyhalloffame.org.

CONFERENCE CALENDAR

11-14 October 2000: 40th Western History Association Conference,
"Old Worlds, New Worlds: The Millennial West," in, San Antonio,
Texas. For further details call Chris Harrison (505) 277-5234 or visit
the WHA web site at www.unm.edu/~wha.
19-21 October 2000: Labor and Working Class History Association's
North American Labor History Conference in' Detroit, Michigan.

627

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 75:4

Consult the LAWCHA website (www.history.wayne.edu/lawcha) for
more information.
31 October-5 November 2000: 54th National Trust for Historic
Preservation Conference, "Saving America's Treasures in the 21st·
Century," in Los Angeles, California. Contact Renee Harrison (202)
588-6095 or renee_harrison@nthp.org.
1-4 March 2001: 45th Annual Conference of the Rocky Mountain
Council for Latin American Studies (RMCLAS), in Tucson, Arizona.
Submit brief abstracts by 1 December 2000 to RMCLAS President
William Beezley, Department of History, 215 Social Sciences Building,
University ofArizona, Tucson,AZ, 85721-0027, (520) 621-7107, (520)
621-2422 fax.
4-8 April 2001: National Association for Chicana and Chicano Studies
2001 National Conference in Tucson, Arizona. Call Lydia R. Otero,
Mexican-American Studies and Research Center, University of
Arizona, (520) 621-7551, or send her an e-mail (lotero@u.arizona.edu).
For conference updates, visit the association's web site at http://naccs.org.

26-28 April 2001: 42nd Annual Arizona History Convention, in
Pinetop, Arizona. Submit proposals by 1 November 2000 to Bruce 1.
Dinges, c/o Arizona Historical Society, 949 E. Second Street, Tucson,
AZ, 85719, (520) 628-5774.
9-12 August 2001: Conference of the American Historical Association,
Pacific Coast Branch, in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. The
deadline for individual or full-panel proposals is 1 December 2000.
Send proposals via e-mail (Microsoft Word or WordPerfect formats
preferred) to both program co-chairs, Sam Truett (truett@unm.edu) and
Lon Kurashige (kurashig@usc.edu). For all other formats, consult Lon
Kurashige; Department of History, University of Southern California,
Los Angeles, CA, 90089-0034, (213) 740-1657, (213) 740-6999 fax.
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5--41
Anglo Americans: and assimilation in

630

OCTOBER 2000

INDEX

Other Threats to the Nation: A
Political History ofComic Books in
Mexico, by Anne Rubenstein,
reviewed, 141--43
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236
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225
Bartteser, Peter, 49, 50
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by Linda Grant De Pauw, reviewed,
268-69
Battle of Glorieta, N.Mex., 535, 585

Babonoyaba, Nueva Vizcaya, 352
Baca, Domingo, 481
Baca, Elfego, 116
Baca, Jesus Maria, 481
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Bache, Alexander Dallas, 236
Bad Language, Naked Ladies, and
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Bodmer, Karl, 246
Bolton, Herbert E., 323
Bonilla, Manuel Diez de, 226
Book Notes, 147-49,293-95,445-46,
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Bragg, Braxton, 459
Breckinridge, John c., 484
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Big Bend, Tex., 234
Bigelow, John Milton, 241, 242
bison, 17, 18; and the Llano Estacado,
18; in the San Luis Valley, 18, 20
Blair, Francis P., Jr., 526, 527
Blair, Francis P., Sr., 526, 527
Blair, Montgomery, 526
Blevins, Audie, The Last Gamble:
Betting on the Future in Four
Rocky Mountain Mining Towns,
reviewed,435-36

632

INDEX

OCTOBER 2000

289-90
Buchanan, James, 460, 484, 486, 489,
515
Bureau of Agricultural Economics,
161
Bureau of Indian Affairs, 202, 209,
513
Burial records: and La Joya, N.Mex.,
117; and Paraje, N.Mex., 117; and
Valverde, N.Mex., 117; at Isleta
Pueblo (N.Mex.), 120; in San
Marcial, N.Mex., 117; of Belen,
N.Mex., 114; of Santa Fe, N.Mex.,
120; of the Rio Abajo, 107, 109
Burke, Charles, 207, 209
Bursum, Holm R., 207
Bursum Bill, 207
Bush, Vanever, 327
Bustamante, Mexico, 66
Bustamante, Nuevo Leon, 67
Butch Cassidy: A Biography, by
Richard Patterson, reviewed, 135-36
butter: and New Mexico history, 159
By Force ofArms: The Journals ofdon
Diego de Vargas, New Mexico,
1691-93,346

Camargo, Mexico, 49; and federalist
uprisings, 56; and Zachary Taylor,
61
Camargo, Tamaulipas, 51
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Canales, Antonio, 46, 57; and uprisings, 55-56
Canals, Jaime (fray), 373
Canby, Edward R. S., 525, 535, 560,
561,~64, 565,568, 583, 585
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Cantu, Vicente, 60
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Caraballo, Nicolas de, 356
Carey, Elaine, reviews Bad Language,
Naked Ladies, and Other Threats to
the Nation: A Political History of
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Carr, Ethan, Wilderness by Design:
Landscape Architecture and the
National Park Service, reviewed, 280
Carral, Jose (fray), 373
Carrels, Peter, Uphill Against Water:
The Great Dakota Water War,
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Carrera Stampa, Manuel, 400
Carriaga, Salvador de, 351

Cadereyta Jimenez, Mexico, 60
Cadman, Charles Wakefield, 196, 199,
203,204,210,212,213
Cadwalader, George, 487
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470,474,475
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California Springs, 544
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Cortes, Heman, 301, 398
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1697-1700, reviewed, 603-4
Dominguez, Franciscio Atanasio
(fray), 371, 374

Dominguez; FranciscoAtanasio, 309, 375
Dominguez, Juan, 352
Dominguez, Tome, 352
Dominguez de Mendoza, Juan, 331
Dominguez de Mendoza, Francisco, 354
Dona Ana, Ariz., 572, 580, 585
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reviewed, 439--40
Duran, Felipe, 352
Durango, Mexico, 351
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and trade, 43-75; Anglo Americans
in, 43-75
Mexico City, 53, 55, 341, 342, 343,

Massacre at the Yuma Crossing:
Spanish Relations with the
Quechans, 1779-1782, by Mark
Santiago, reviewed, 427-28
Matamoros, Mexico, 47, 48, 52, 53,
56; and Anglo American soldiers,
62; and trade, 68; and Zachary
Taylor, 61
Mathes, Valerie Sherer, ed., The Indian
Reform Letters of Helen Hunt
Jackson, 1879~1885, reviewed,
133-34
Mathes, W. Michael, 420
Mathews, Richard T., 487
measles: and Tome, N.Mex., 113; in
New Mexico, 108

348,349,351,354,356,358,371,
375,400,419

"Measuring New Mexico's Irrigation
Water: How Big is a Surco," by
John O. Baxter, 397-414
Mechem, Edwin, 90
Medina, Juan, 40 I
Medler, Edward L., 78, 92-98
Meinig, David w., 14
Mejia, Francisco, 59
Mejia, Jose, 349
Mejia de Aguilar, Jose, 350

Meyer, Carter Jones, "Edgar Hewett,
Tsianina Redfeather, and EarlyTwentieth-Century Indian Reform,"

194-220
Michler, Nathaniel, 233, 237, 238,

245,248,249
Miera y Pacheco, Bernardo, 371-72, 374
Milanich, Jerald T., Laboring in the

Fields of the Lord: Spanish
Missions and the Southeastern
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Indians, reviewed, 269-70
Military Department of New Mexico,
520
Millan, Felix de, 356
Miller, Alfred Jacob, 246
Miller, David c., 547
Miller, Larry D., ed., That Disturbances
Cease: The Journals ofdon Diego de
Vargas, New Mexico, 1697-1700,
reviewed, 603--4
Miller, William A., 477, 478
Milligan, James c., William H Emory:
Soldier Scientist, reviewed, 272
Mills, John, 69
Miranda, Bias de, 351, 352
Miranda, Juan de, 350, 351, 357
missions: and Apache Indians, 390;
and Comanche Indians, 390; and
Pueblo Indians, 389, 390, 391; in
New Mexico, 377
Moedano, Miguel de, 357
Molano, Juan M., 57
Molano, Juan N., 56
Molleno (santero), 375
Montemorelos, Tamaulipas, 56
Monterrey, Mexico, 46, 49, 52, 54, 56,
58, 61, 67,458; and the MexicanAmerican War, 65; battles in, 60
Moore, Charles B., UFO Crash at
Roswell: The Genesis of a Modern
Myth, reviewed, 138-39
Mora County, N.Mex., and smallpox, 121
Mora Land Grant, 98
Moreno, Antonio (fray), 420
More Than Petticoats: Remarkable
California Women, by Erin H.
Turner, reviewed, 430-31
Morgan, Lewis Henry, 196, 198
Morley, Judy Mattivi, reviews
Windows on the Past: Historic

Lodgings of New Mexico, by
Sandra D. Lynn, 274-75; reviews
Morning Glories: Municipal
Reform in the Southwest, by Amy
Bridges, 279
Mormons, 18; settlement of Utah, 19
Morning Glories: Municipal Reform
in the Southwest, by Amy Bridges,
reviewed, 279
Morrow, Dwight, 324
Morton, George, 69
Mouache Indians, 17, 22; and the San
Luis Valley, 12
Moulton, Gary E., ed., The Journals of
the Lewis and Clark Expedition:
Herbarium of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition, reviewed, 431-32
Mowry, Sylvester, 520
Mucci, Thomas J. Budd, reviews
William H. Emory: Soldier Scientist,
by L. David Norris, James C.
Milligan, and Odie B. Faulk, 272
Muniz, Miguel (fray), 415-22, 414
Munoz, Juan, 357
Munoz de Rivera, Bachiller Diego, 357
Munoz Turado, Diego (fray), 373
Munroe,John,464,468,470,475,495
Munster, Tex.: and dairy industry, 182
Museum of International Folk Art, 417
Museum of New Mexico, 195, 197,
205,403,417

Nambe Mission, N.Mex., 373
Nambe'Pueblo (N.Mex.), 420
Nandino, Bonnie, 183
Narbona, Antonio, 402
Native Americans: 15,18, 19,22,24,
345,356,369,370,377,378,389,
390,391,418,419,461,470; and
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Club, 168
New Mexico Highlands· University,
197
"The New Mexico Martyrs' Book," by
Eleanor B. Adams, 415-22
New Mexico National Agricultural
Statistics Service, 157
New Mexico State University Agricultural Experiment Station, 183
New Mexico Supreme 80urt: and
water litigation, 96, 97
New Mexico Territory, 457-508; and
Abraham Lincoln, 511-532; and
Apache Indians, 471; and Comanche
Indians, 471; and Hispanos, 464;
and Jicarilla Apaches, 528; and
Navajo Indians, 566; and politics,
462, 463, 464; and Pueblo Indians,
554; and the Catholic Church, 522;
and the Civil War, 511-532,
535-603; and the U.S. Army, 462,
527; and Ute Indians, 528
News Notes, 150-54,297-99,447-49,
623-28
New Spain, 346; slavery, 366-67
The Newspaper Indian: Native
American Identity in the Press,
1820-1890, by John M. Coward,
reviewed, 276
The New Western History: The
Territory Ahead, by Forrest G.
Robinson, ed., reviewed, 129-30
Nexapa River, 400
Nicollet, Jean-Nicolas, 229
Noel, Theophilus, Campaign From
Santa Fe to the Mississippi, 538
Noel, Thomas 1., reviews The Last
Gamble: Betting on the Future in
Four Rocky Mountain Mining
Towns, by Katherine Jensen and

Edgar Lee Hewett, 200, 201, 209,
212, 213; and government policy
toward, 195-220; and Juan Manso,
345; and music, 199; and Santa Fe
Fiesta, 205; and smallpox, 116; and
the New York Stock Exchange,
209; and the San Luis Valley, 14;
and the Union League of Chicago,
209;
and
the
U.S.-Mexico
Boundary Survey, 244; and
tourism, 197-98; and water, 401;
and water rights, 77, 89; and white
attitudes toward, 193-220; as
slaves, 345, 350; epidemics among,
109; reform of, 194-220
Nava, Juan de, 341
Nava, Pedro de, 390
Navajo Expedition, 471
Navajo Indians, 24; and Alexander
Welch Reynolds, 472; and New
Mexico, 470; and the San Luis
Valley, 12; in New Mexico, 461; in
New Mexico Territory, 566
Need, William, 517, 521
Nesbit, Robert, 465, 466, 467, 470,
478, 488,494
New Latina Narrative: The Feminine
Space of Postmodern Ethnicity, by
Ellen McCracken, reviewed, 286-87
New Mexico College of Agriculture
and Mechanic Arts, 164
New Mexico Constitution: and water
rights, 91, 95
New Mexico Cooperative Extension
Service, 185
New
Mexico
Department
of
Agriculture, 157
New Mexico Department of Health:
establishment, 123
New Mexico Extension Dairy Calf
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Audie Blevins, 435-36
Norris, L. David, William H. Emory:
Soldier Scientist, reviewed, 272
North American Indian Jewelry and
Adornment: From Prehistory to the
Present, by Lois Sherr Dubin,
reviewed, 439--40
Northeastern Boundary Survey, 239
Northwestern University: and Tsianina
Redfeather, 207
Not in Vain: A Rifleman Remembers
World War II, by Leon C. Standifer,
reviewed, 610-11
'''Notorious as the Noonday Sun':
Capt. Alexander Welch Reynolds
and the New Mexico Territory,
1849-1859," by Weymouth T.
Jordan, Jr., John D. Chapla, and
Shan C. Sutton, 457-508
Noy, Gary, ed., Distant· Horizon:
Documents from the NineteenthCentury American West, reviewed,
270-71
Nueces River, 48, 543
Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe, 343, 376
Nuestra Senora de los Dolores, 376,383
Nuestra Senora de los Remedios de los
Cerrillos, 343
Nueva Vizcaya, 353
Nueva Vizcaya, Mexico, 370
Nuevo Leon, Mexico, 49, 50, 52, 53,
54, 59, 61, 67; and Anglo Americans,
46; and Anglo American soldiers, 63;
and federalist uprisings, 56, 60; and
mercenaries, 47; and the MexicanAmerican War, 64; and trade, 45, 70
Nuevomexicanos: and the San Luis
Valley, 28; in Colorado, 5--41
Nugent, Daniel, ed., Rural Revolt in
Mexico: Us. Intervention and the

Domain of Subaltern Politics,
reviewed, 442--43
Nunn, Tey Marianna, reviews Chicano
Art Inside/Outside the Master 50
House: Cultural Politics and the
CARA Exhibition, by Alicia Gaspar
de Alba, 287-88; reviews Our
Saints Among Us: 400 Years ofNew
Mexican Devotional Art, by Barbe
Awalt and Paul Rhetts, 137-38
Nye, James w., 513

O'Cain, Jane, 188
Ochitree, Thomas P., 557
Ojo Sarco, N.Mex., 408
Old Spanish Trail, 14,222
Onate, Juan de, 401
One Book at a Time: The History of
the Library in New Mexico, by
Linda G. Harris, reviewed, 434-35
Opler, Marvin, 22
opuntia emoryi, 253
Ordenanzas de Terras y Aguas, 400
O'Reilly, James, 69
Ortega, Gabriel, 401
Ortiz, Antonio Jose, 372, 375, 376
Ortiz, Candido, 482
Osburn, Katherine M. B., 28; reviews
Engendered Encounters: Feminism
and Pueblo Cultures, 1879-1934,
by Margaret D. Jacobs, 278
Osorio de Escobar y Llamas, Diego, ~48
Oswald G. Baca, "Infectious Diseases
and Smallpox Politics in New
Mexico's Rio Abajo, 1847-1920,"
107-27
Otero, Miguel A., 109, 121, 122
Otero, Miguel Antonio, Sr., 514, 515,
51~ 51~ 519, 52~ 522, 523, 525,
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Our Saints Among Us: 400 Years of
New Mexican Devotional Art, by
Barbe Awalt and Paul Rhetts,
reviewed, 138-39
Oury, Granville, 520
Owen, David Dale, 241
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Pearl, George Clayton, reviews Early
New Mexican Furniture: A
Handbook of Plans and Building
Techniques, by Kingsley H.
Hammett, 437-38
Pearse, Richard, 47, 48
Pecos Pueblo (N.Mex.), 311
Pecos River, 14,95,234, 545, 583
Pecos Valley, 181, 546
Pemberton, John c., 459
Pena Blanca, N.Mex., 416
Penalosa, Diego de, 342
penitentes, 23
Peralta, N.Mex., 107,585
Perea, Esteban de (fray), 340
Pitot, Henri de, 399
Perez de Villanueva, Diego, 353
Perez Granillo, Francisco, 351
Perez Granillo, Tomas, 355, 357
pertussis: in New Mexico, 108
Pesquiria Grande, Mexico, 60
Pictorial History of the Civil War, by
Benton J. Lossing, 519
Picuris Indians, 345
Pierce, Franklin, 228, 234, 478, 480,
520
Pie Town, N.Mex., 168, 171, 172
Pike, Zebulon, 11,13, 15
Pikes Peak Volunteers, 565, 582
Pillans, Palmer J., 466, 473
Pima Indians: and the U.S.-Mexico
boundary survey, 244
Pino, Faundo, 482
pinto beans: in New Mexico, 169
Pitot, Henri de, 399
Pitti, Stephen, reviews Race, Police,
and the Making of a Political
Identity: Mexican Americans and
the Los Angeles Police Department,
1900-1945, by Edward 1. Escobar,

Pacific Railroad Survey, 241
Painted Desert (exhibit), 197, 198,
205
Pajarito (Albuquerque), N.Mex.: and
smallpox, 119
Pajarito Plateau, 197
Palace of the Governors, 197, 206,
211,403,470
Palestine, Tex., 537, 538
Paludan, Philip Shaw, 512
Panama-California Exposition, 197,
200,203,205
Panama Canal, 197
Papago Indians: and the U.S.-Mexico
boundary survey, 244, 247
Parada, Francisco de la, 356
Paraje, N.Mex.: and burial records,
117; and smallpox, 116
Parraga, Pedro de, 352 .
Parral, Mexico, 340, 341, 344, 348,
349,350-52,354,356,358
Parry, Charles C., 241, 248, 250, 251
Patero, Severo (fray), 390, 391
Patterson, Richard, Butch Cassidy: A
Biography, reviewed, 135-36
Patton, Sally Ann, 484, 486
Pawnee Indians: as slaves, 345
Paxbolon-Maldonado Papers, 326
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The Plains Indians, by Paul H.
Carlson, reviewed, 132-33
Plainview, Tex.: and dairy industry,
180
Pojoaque Mission, N.Mex., 373
Pojoaque Pueblo (N.Mex.), 372
Polk, James K., 228, 236,460
Pollard, John S., 492
Pomeroy, Samuel C., 525
Ponce de Leon, Petrolina, 342
Pope,John,473
Popejoy, Tom L., 327
Popular Movements and State
in
Revolutionary
Formation
Mexico: The Agraristas and
Cristeros of Michoacan, by Jennie
Purnell, reviewed, 440--42
POrrUa Turanzas, Jose, 420
Portales, N.Mex.: and dairy industry,
180,181
Porter, Dean A., ed., Taos Artists and
Their Patrons, 1898-1950, reviewed,
611-12
Portraits of Basques in the New
World, ed. by Richard W. Etulain
and Jeronima Echevarria, reviewed,
424-25
Posada, Alonso de (fray), 347
Powell, Bernadine, 171
Powell, Grover, 171
Powell, Martha, 171
Prada, Jose de la (fray), 373
Prather, A. w., 560
Pratt, Henry Cheever, 244
Price, Wendy L., reviews Wilderness
by Design: Landscape Architecture
and the National Park Service, by
Ethan Carr, 280
Puebla, Mexico, 340--41, 348, 400, 420

Pueblitos, N.Mex.: and influenza, 114
Pueblo Indians, 369, 377, 378, 389;
and Alexander Welch Reynolds,
469, 470; and missions, 389, 390,
391; and water rights, 401; in New
Mexico Territory, 554
Pueblo Revolt of 1680, 324, 417
"pueblo rights doctrine," 94, 95
Puente, Domingo de la, 345--46, 349,
350,351,353
Pugach, Noel H., reviews Dispatches
from the Mexican War, by George
Wilkins Kendall, ed. by Lawrence
Delbert Cress, 608-10
Purnell, Jennie, Popular Movements
and State Formation in Revolutionary
Mexico: The Agraristas and Cristeros
ofMichoac6n, reviewed, 440--42

Quay County, N.Mex.:' and dairy
industry, 177, 179, 181
Quemado, N.Mex., 171
Quesada, Jose de, 348--49
Quezada, 1. Gilbert, reviews At the
Crossroads: Mexico and u.s..
Immigration Policy, ed. by Frank
D. Bean, Rodolpho O. de la Garza,
Bryan R. Roberts, and Sidney
Weintraub, 144--46

Race, Caste, and Status: Indians in
Colonial Spanish America, by
Robert' H. Jackson, reviewed,
140--41
Race, Police, and the Making of a
Political Identity: Mexican Americans and the Los Angeles Police
Department, 1900-1945, by Ed;vard
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J. Escobar, reviewed, 613-14
Race and Politics: Asian Americans,
Latinos, and Whites in a Los Angeles
Suburb, by Leland Saito, reviewed,
139--40
Radziminiski, Charles, 235
Raguet, Henry w., 558, 576
Ralliere, Juan B., 107, 114
Ramirez, Juan (fray), 348
Ranchos de Taos, N.Mex., 375, 409
Randall, J. G., 512
Rankin, Melinda, 71
Raun, Victoria, 183
Redfeather, Tsianina 194-220, 194,
211; and attitudes toward government policy, 202; and attitudes
toward government reform, 203;
and Indian arts program, 207; and
Northwestern University, 207; and
political ideology, 214; and Santa
Fe Fiesta, 210, 212; and singing
career, 199-200, 204, 210-211; and
Southwest Indian Fair, 210; and the
University of New Mexico, 207
Reeve, Frank D., 310
Reglamento General de las Medidas
de las Aguas, by Domingo Lasso de
la Vega, 398, 399
Rencher, Abraham, 520
Renehan, A. B., 405, 408, 409
Report of the United States and
Mexican Boundary Survey, 245
Report on the United States and
Mexican Boundary Survey, 248,
249,250,252,253,255
Rethinking Hopi Ethnography, by
Peter M. Whiteley, reviewed,
617-18
Retis, Jose de, 348-50, 356
Reyes, Isidro, 60
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Reynolds, Alexander Welch, 457-508,
455; accusations against, 466-68,
475,476,480,481,488,489; and
business dealings, 459, 460, 464;
and electoral politics, 474, 475; and
electoral prospects, 471; and
embezzlement, 464; and embezzlements, 465; and financial difficulties, 482; and Navajo Indians, 472;
and Pueblo Indians, 469, 470; and
ruling against, 495; and trial of,
493-94; early career of 460; early
life of, 459; in Matamoros, Mexico,
461; in Monterrey, Mexico, 461; in
Santa Fe, 464
Reynolds, Frank, 460, 461, 464
Reynolds, Sally, 460, 461, 475
Reynolds, Synta, 496
Reynolds, Thomas, 496
Reynolds, Thomas B., 459
Rhetts, Paul, Our Saints Among Us:
400 Years of New Mexican Devotional Art, reviewed, 137-38
Rhetts, Paul, ed, The Seeds of
Struggle, Harvest of Faith: The
History of the Catholic Church in
New Mexico, reviewed, 136-37
Ringgold Barracks, 71
Rio Abajo, N.Mex., 14, 107-27, 108;
and burial records, 107, 109; and
death rates, Ill; and death tolls, 124
Rio Arriba, 409
Rio Arriba County, N.Mex., 405, 408,
409,475; and water, 397
Rio Bravo, 234
Rio Capulin, 408, 409
Rio Colorado, 25
Rio Conejos, 12, 15,25,27
Rio Costilla, 28
Rio Culebra, 27
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Rio de las Trampas, 405
Rio del Norte, 233
Rio Diablo, 543, 544, 545
Rio Frio, 542
Rio Grande, 14,46-49,51,52-53,54,
55, 56, 59-60, 62, 64, 67, 69, 70,
80,95,115,224-25,227,233,235,
237,245,350,369,519,521,553,
573, 575; and federalist uprisings,
57; and the Mexican-American
War, 61; and trade, 68
Rio Hondo, 402
Rio Lucero, 402, 403, 404
Rio Pueblo, 402, 404, 405
Rio Quemado, 410
Rio Salado, 542, 572
Rio San Antonio, 28
Rio San Leonardo, 405
Rio San Pedro, 244
Rio Trinchera, 28
Rito de la Cienega Redonda, 409
Ritter, Jerry, 98
Rivera, Demetrio, 408 .
Rivers, William Miles, 50, 52
The Roar and the Silence: A History of
Virginia City and the Comstock
Lode, by Ronald M. James, reviewed,
134-35
Roberts, Bryan R., ed., At the
Cmssmads: Mexico and Us. Immigration Policy, reviewed, 144-46
Roberts, Clarence J., 95, 96
Robinson, Forrest G., ed., The New
Western History: The Territory
Ahead, reviewed, 129-30
Robledo, Gomez, 344
Robles, Vito Alessio, 307
Roca de Tlaxcalan, Mexico, 60
Roche, Jeff, reviews Race and
Politics: Asian Americans, Latinos,

and Whites in a Los Angeles
Suburb, by Leland Saito, 139-40
Rodriguez de Medrano y Mesia, Juan,
352,353,354
Roel, Santiago, 70
Rolle, Andrew, Westward the Immigrants: Italian Adventurers and
Colonists in an Expanding
America, reviewed, 604-5
Romero, Antonio, 405
Romero, Diego (fray), 352
Romero, Felipe, 401
Romero, Joe, Jr., 410
Romero, Xavier, 371, 374
Romo, Francisco, 347, 348
Roosevelt County, N.Mex.: and dairy
industry, 177, 179, 181, 183, 184;
and the Associated Milk Producers,
180
Rosa Figueroa, Antonio de la (fray),
341
Rosas, Luis de, 342
Rosete, Jose Mariano (fray), 375
Ross, Edna, 165
Ross, Rueben, 56
Roswell, N.Mex.: and dairy industry,
180,181
Rowe, N.Mex.: and smallpox, 121
Roy, Ralph L., The Maya Chontal
Indians of Acalan-Tixchel: A
Contribution to the History and
Ethnography of the Yucatan Peninsula,326
"Royal Treasury Records Relating to
the Province of New Mexico,
1596-1683," 311
Roys, Ralph L., 325
Rubenstein, Anne, Bad Language,
Naked Ladies, and Other Threats to
the Nation: A Political History of
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Comic Books in Mexico, reviewed,
141--43
"Running the Line: Men, Maps,
Science, and Art of the United
States and Mexico Boundary
Survey, 1849-1856," by Deborah
Carley Emory, 221-65
Rural Revolt in Mexico: u.s.
Intervention and the Domain of
Subaltern Politics, ed. by Daniel
Nugent, reviewed, 442--43
Rusk, Thomas J., 538
Ruxton, George, 25
Ryan, Luke c., reviews Legends of
Our Times: Native Cowboy Life, by
Morgan Baillargeon and Leslie
Tepper, 276-77
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The Genesis of a Modern Myth,
reviewed,138-39
Salinas, Juan de, 344, 354
Salinger, Adrienne, reviews Land, Sky,
and All That Is Within: Visionary
Photographers in the Southwest, by
James Enyeart, 436-37
salt, 352, 353
Saltillo, Coahuila: and Texas defeat,
57
Saltillo, Mexico: and trade, 68
Samaniego y Jaca, Juan de 344
Samarripa, Pedro de, 355
San Antonio, Tex., 50, 67, 84, 231,
537,571,572,584,585
San Bartolome, Mexico, 341
Sanches, Mariano, 402
Sanchez, Pedro, 404
San Cristobal, N.Mex., 419
San Cristobal, Tamaulipas, 56
Sand Hills, N.Mex., 159
San Elizario, Tex., 550
San Felipe de Neri Church, 119
San Felipe Pueblo (N.Mex.), 350; and
smallpox, 120
San Fernando, N.Mex., 107
San Geronimo, Mexico, 60
Sangre de Cristo Land Grant, 13
Sangre de Cristo Pass, 10
San Ignacio (Albuquerque), N.Mex.:
and smallpox, 119
San Ignacio, Tex., 551
San Ildefonso Pueblo (N.Mex.), 158,
419,420; and smallpox, 120
San Jacinto: battle of, 70
San Jose altarpiece, 387
San Juan Bautista, Mexico, 345, 347
San Leonardo, N.Mex., 408
San Luis Valley, 5--41; and bison, 18,
20; climate, II; devastation of

Sabinal, N.Mex.: and smallpox, 116
Sabinal River, 542
Sabinas Hidalgo, Nuevo Leon, 52;
atrocities in, 65; despoliation of, 64
Sabine River, 45, 47
Sacristan, Miguel de (fray), 343
Saenz de Escobar, Jose, 398, 399, 400,
401,403,411
Saenz de Tagle, Luis, 349
Saguinette, Dolly, 118
St. Augustine Catholic Church, 120
St. Augustine Pass, N.Mex., 535
St. Catherine's Indian School, 206
St. Vrain,Ceran, 476, 477, 478
Saito, Leland, Race and Politics:
Asian Americans, Latinos, and
Whites in a Los Angeles Suburb,
reviewed, 139--40
Salas, Bernardino de, 352
Salas, Juan de (fray), 341
Saler, Benson, UFO Crash at Roswell:
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wildlife, 17; Nuevomexicanos tn,
5-41; settling of, 5-41; Utes tn,
5-41; wildlife, 12, 21
San Marcial, N.Mex.: and burial
records, 117; and smallpox, 116, 121
San Miguel, N.Mex., 372
San Miguel Church, 372
Santa Ana Pueblo (N.Mex.), 372
Santa Anna, 237
Santa Barbara altarpiece, 384
Santa Catarina Martir, 348
Santa Cruz, N.Mex., 410, 418
Santa Cruz de la Canada, N.Mex.:

Santo Entierro, 375
santos, 369-96; bibliography of, 393;
changes in, 377; development of,
370, 371, 372; in New Mexico,
369-96; in New Mexico chapels,
376; styles of371, 372, 374, 375
Santos, Francisco, 65, 66
Santos, Mariano de los, 66
Sastre, Cecile-Marie, reviews Laboring
in the Fields of the Lord: Spanish
Missions and Southeastern Indians,
by Jerald T. Milanich, 269-70
Saucedo, Juan de, 357
Sauk Indians, 15
scarlet fever: and Albuquerque, N.Mex.,
113; and Las Vegas, N.Mex., 113;
and Manzano, N.Mex., 113; and
Santa Fe, N.Mex., 113; and Torreon,
N.Mex., 113; and Tome, N.Mex., 113
Scholes, Ed, 322
Scholes, France v., 306-9, 310, 311,
320-38, 323, 326, 330; and
Albuquerque, 322; and ethnohistory,
326; and the New Mexico Historical
Review, 324; bibliography of,
334-38; Church and State in New
Mexico, 1610-1650, 324; Don
Diego de Quijada, Alcalde Mayor
de Yucatan, 1561-1565, 326; education of, 322; Troublous Times in
New Mexico, 1659-1670324
Scholes, Lillith, 308
Scholes, Marianne, 308, 324
Scholes, Walter, 322
School of American Research, 195,
197,207,209
Schott, Arthur, 235, 243, 245, 246,
248,249,251,254
Scott, Joe, 321
Scott, Nina M., ed., Madres del Verbol

371,373,374,375,376,379,380,

381,382,386,392
Santa Fe, N.Mex., 23, 25, 113, 158,
195, 196, 197,207,223,343,345,
371-75, 376, 390, 417, 462, 521,
527,554, 559, 561, 562, 565, 579;
and art, 213; and burial records,
120; and scarlet fever, 113; and
smallpox, 120
Santa Fe County, N.Mex.: and water, 397
Santa Fe Fiesta, 205, 209; and Edgar
Lee Hewett, 204, 206; and Native
Americans, 205; and Tsianina
Redfeather, 210, 212
Santa Fe Railway, 122, 198,205
Santa Fe Trail, 16,24,222,458
Santa Rita altarpiece, 386
Santa Rita, Mexico, 233
Santa Rita del Cobre, 225
Santa Rosa, Mexico, 52
Santiago, Mark, Massacre at the Yuma
Crossing: Spanish Relations with
the Quechans, 1779-1782, reviewed,
427-28
Santistevan, Juan, 404
Santo Domingo Pueblo (N.Mex.), Ill,
209,389,415,416; and smallpox, 120
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120, 121; and government response,
121-22; and Guadalupe County,
N.Mex., 121; and Hillsboro, N.Mex.,
121; and Isleta Pueblo (N.Mex.), 120;
and Jemez Pueblo (N.Mex.), 120; and
Laguna Pueblo (N.Mex.), 120; and La
Joya, N.Mex., 116; and Las Vegas,
N.Mex., 120, 121; and Lincoln,
N.Mex., 121; and Los Candelarias
(Albuquerque), 119; and Los Duranes
(Albuquerque), 119; and Los Griegos
(Albuquerque), 119; and Los Lentes,
N.Mex., 120; and Los Padillas,
N.Mex., 120; and Mesa, N.Mex., 116;
and Mora County, N.Mex., 121; and
Native Americans, 116; and Pajarito
(Albuquerque), 119; and Paraje,
N.Mex., 116; and Rowe, N.Mex.,
121; and Sabinal, N.Mex., 116; and
San Felipe Pueblo (N.Mex.), 120; and
San Ignacio (Albuquerque), 119; and
San Ildefonso Pueblo (N.Mex.), 120;
and San Marcial, N.Mex., 116, 121;
and Santa Fe, N.Mex., 120; and Santo
Domingo Pueblo (N.Mex.), 120; and
Silver City, N.Mex., 121; and
Socorro, N.Mex., 116; and the
Jicarilla Apaches, 116; and Tome,
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