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A Spanish Ranker in New Mexico:
Captain Manuel Delgado of Santa Fe,

1738-1815
EDMUNDO DELGADO

Upon his retirement, Captain Manuel Francisco Delgado, failing in
health, sensed that his time on earth was at an end. Delgado had spent
thirty-three years in the service of the crown, and had shared in the
difficulties faced by Spanish frontiersmen in the harsh environment of
the New Mexico-Chihuahua frontier. Rising through the ranks, Delgado's numerous assignments in the field and his service as commandant of various presidios, including the Santa Fe Presidio, under Governor
Fernando de la Concha at the Villa de Santa Fe, had marked him as a
distinguido among his peers. Yet recognition had not come easily to
Manuel Delgado, for he had lived his life on the northern edge of the
Spanish empire, an area little noticed by Spanish officials who preferred
the metropolitan surroundings of the viceregal capitals in Mexico and
Peru.
.
Born in Pachuca, Mexico, in 1783, don Manuel Delgado, son of
Edmundo R. Delgado, a former New Mexico Representative and State Senator, is
a direct descendant of Captain Manuel Francisco Delgado, a Research Associate with
the Spanish Colonial Research Center at the University of New Mexico and a frequent
contributor of historical articles to magazines and newspapers. He is writing a biography
about the prominent Delgado family who were among the e,!rly colonizers of New Mexico
and also traders and merchants on the Camino Real and Santa Fe Trail. He has also
recently completed a manuscript for a book: Witch Stories of New Mexico Folklore.
1
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don Antonio Delgado and dona Juana Xavier de Chavarria Butron, was
baptized in a traditional colonial ceremony a few weeks later on December 30. Having sprinkled holy water on the infant, rubbed salt on
his lips, and anointed him with holy oil, don Pedro Flores Brito completed the baptism of Manuel Delgado by asking the witness to sign
the officiallibro de bautismos for inclusion in the parish archives. Dipping
his quill into the container of sepia ink, the notary scribe made an entry
in the baptismal book bound in red sheepskinI hereby certify: That on December 30, 1738 with the permission
of the Weekly Reverend Curate, the celibate don Pedro Flores Brito,
Baptized Manuel Francisco-Spaniard, legitimate son of don Antonio Delgado and dona Juana Xavier de Chavarria Butron. His
Godfather, don Domingo de Lamas is resident and merchant of
this Kingdom. In witness whereof I sign, Doctor Butron, Bachiller
Flores Brito, Real de Minas Pachuca.!
Little is known of Manuel Delgado's childhood, other than that
he lived in Real de Minas de Pachuca. He began his military career,
however, on July 22, 1761, with the Dragoons of Mexico, in which he
served as a soldier for five years, seven months and ten days. On
March 1, 1767, he was promoted to corporal and served in that rank
until 1768. Luck favored Delgado, whose superiors recognized his talents by promoting him to sergeant a few months later. Captain Joseph
Aldasoro of the Regimiento de los Dragones de Mexico initiated Delgado's promotion by writing to Colonel Joseph Aterino y Tevallos:
Finding the position of sergeant second class of my company vacant because of the desertion of Antonio Serrano, and it being
convenient to resolve the problem of replacement with a person
of good conduct, and wishing to proceed, I ask permission to
appoint Corporal Manuel Delgado of my company, who, considering that besides having served seven years, has the qualifications
.
to carry out the duties. 2
Approval of his appointment to sergeant was expedited. On November 1, 1768, Sergeant Delgado officially assumed his new duties.
Delgado remained at Pachuca for another six years. In the fall of 1774,
Delgado accepted another promotion to the rank of alJerez in the presidial cavalry stationed at the Presi9.io of Carrizal, a post in the preL Baptismal Records, Delgado Family Papers, State Records Center and Archives,
Santa Fe, New Mexico (hereafter cited as NMSRC).
2. Delgado Family Papers, Collection 123, NMSRC.

EDMUNDO DELGADO

3

carious Chihuahua frontier north of Pachuca. The appointment was
signed by King Carlos III, and is an excellent example of the governmental and military bureaucracy of the times:
The King-inasmuch as I have observed Sergeant of the permanent
Dragoon Regiment of Mexico, Don Manuel Delgado, I have conferred upon him the title of Alferez of the Presidio of Carrizal
which is vacant with the complete benefit of the salary from the
day in which the domination is received by my Viceroy of New
Spain.
Therefore, I command the aforesaid Viceroy, Governor, and Captain General of the Province of New Spain to give the fitting order
so that he may assume the said office, taking care and having care
taken in the importance and exceptions which belong to him and
must be fulfilled which is my will. That the officials of my Royal
Treasury where it belongs, arrange the corresponding provisions,
taking notice in the continuation of this despatch and pay the
salary assigned by regulation to this office, from the day he enters
in this position according to how it appears in the first review in
the terms and in the manner in which the rest of the Military
Personnel in the aforementioned Kingdom with the knowledge as
those who do not owe anything under the rights of the annats of
the half year by reason of and in consideration this office is purely
Military. Through these presents it shall be considered in the General Accountancy and the distribution in my Royal Treasury and
in my Council of the Indies-Given in Aranjuez on June 12, one
thousand seven hundred and seventy four.
I The King.-Don Juan de Arriaga.-Appointment as Alferez of
the Presidio of Carrizal for Don Manuel Delgado.-Considered in
the General Accountacy in the Distribution from the Royal Treasury.-Madrid, sixteenth of June of one thousand seven hundred
and seventy four.-Leandro Borbon.-Considered in the General
Accountacy of the Indies.-Madrid, eighteenth of June of one
thousand seven hundred and seventy four.-Don Tomas ortiz de
Landazuri.-Mexico 14 of September 1774.-Comply with what
His Majesty commands in this Royal Despatch and noted in the
books of my General Capitancy considered in the Royal Tribunal
and accounts of the Accountancy of the Royal Treasury of the
Capital and by the officers of these offices where the declared of
this Presidio is paid.-The Royal Notary, Don Antonio Bucarely y
Orasua.-Tribunal and Royal Council of Accounts 16 of September
of 1774.-Pass to the Board of Accounts and Balances-16 September 1774.-Don Joachin Frebiestro.-A review has been made to
the letter of the Royal Despatch of the preceding sheet in the
General accountacy of the Royal Office of Government and War

4

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1991

under my command.-Mexico 19 September of 1774.-Pedro Foral
Valdez.-It is recorded in this Royal Despatch in one of the books
of Government and War of this Kingdom under my command to
which it corresponds.-Mexico Sept. 19, 1774. Gorraez.-Royal
Presidio of Carrizal, 28, October of 1774.-Comply with what His
Majesty has commanded. Be pleased to order through this Royal
Title.-Don Hugo Oconnor.-Chihuahua, Nov. 3 of 1774.-Recorded in this Royal Title in the Commissary and Treasury of War
which is in my charge.-Manuel Antonio de Escarza.This is a copy of the title which is recorded in the book which is
in this office where all the official records are kept.
I certify: Chihuahua, ninth of June of one thousand one hundred
and seventy eight.
[signed] Manual Antonio de Duarte3
Carrizal (30025'N, 106°39'W), now an almost abandoned village in Chihuahua, was about ten miles southwest of Villa Ahumada and about
ninety miles south of EI Paso. It was occupied shortly before December
24, 1773, when Lieutenant Colonel Hugo O'Connor, an Irishman in
Spain's royal army, was appointed commandant inspector of all the
frontier provinces on September 14, 1772.
Delgado soon found himself in the midst of danger as Apache
warriors constantly harassed the countryside around Carrizal. Fray
Francisco Atanasio Dominguez, the missionary at Misi6n Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe at EI Paso (who later served in New Mexico), caught
a glimpse of Delgado's situation at Carrizal when he wrote:
Today, Friday, November 3, 1774, two citizens of this place arrived
from the Presidio of Carrizal, 30 leagues from this pueblo. They
are Vicente Ruiz and Ram6n Orocasitas ... both went to Carrizal
to take up the milpas they had there. The two of them say that
Vicente arrived there with the news that the Apaches had killed
sixty men in the vicinity of Chihuahua, they had stolen all the
. herd of the Presidio of Carrizal, they had killed three men, including Alferez don Manuel Delgado's caretaker, and when they
were on their way back to this pueblo, fourteen Apaches on horseback confronted them and there were more at a distance, although
they could not make out the number, who cut them off. Perhaps
because the Indians delayed to change horses, they had an opportunity to gain ground on,them and make their escape. 4
3. Arthur and Lorene Delgado Collection, NMSRC.
4. Fray Francisco Atanasio Dominguez, The Missions of New Mexico, 1776, ed. and
trans. Eleanor B. Adams and Fray Angelico Chavez (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1975), 272.
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For four years, Delgado commanded troops from Carrizal against
Apache warriors who raided Spanish settlements throughout Chihuahua.
On August 6, 1778, Delgado received promotion to lieutenant of
the presidio at San Elizario on the northern end of the Chihuahua
frontier. Coincidentally, Delgado had also been given approval from
his superiors to marry Josefa Garcia de Noriega, daughter of don Jose
Garcia de Noriega and dona Rosalia Velarde of Pachuca. The wedding,
however, was postponed so that Delgado could transfer to his new
assignment. On March 22, 1779, Fray Damian Martinez, missionary in
the EI Paso district, gathered friends and family of the bride and groom
at San Elizario and pronounced them husband and wife. s
San Elizario's site, chosen by O'Connor, was one of the points on
the Rio Grande closest to Carrizal. The presidials and their families
were relocated here between January 9 and March 27, 1774, and they
occupied the site until shortly after February 14, 1780, when they were
ordered to transfer thirty-seven miles upriver to Tiburcios, the site of
present-day San Elizario, Texas.
Delgado did not remain long at San Elizario before being transferred to the Presido of San Buenaventura. The Reglamento de 1772
had required that the Presidio of San Buenaventura be moved from
the San Buenaventura Valley to a point near the Valle de Ruiz. Hugo
O'Connor, the inspector general, had selected a place for the new
presidio between Janos and Carriza1. 6 Delgado would serve at the new
location.
In the absence of a captain at San Buenaventura, Delgado, still a
lieutenant, performed the duties of a presidial captain. He maintained
the company at full strength by recruiting qualified personnel, kept
detailed records of enlistments and losses, filed periodic reports on the
state of his command as well as conditions of the presidio, and signed
documentation related to inspections. Presidio captains were required
to depend upon volunteers and were prohibited from conscripting by
fo·rce. Like the governors, they were prohibited from employing their
troops in any manner for their own personal profit or from taking
possession of their horses or mules.
The constant transfer of men to neighboring presidios required a
considerable amount of bookkeeping. Delgado reported troop strength
5. Marriage Certificate, microfilm number 0162719, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah.
6. Rex E. Gerald, Spanish Presidios of the Late Eighteenth Century in Northern New Spain
(Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 1968).
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at San Buenaventura for June 1784 in a lengthy document entitled Estado
que manifiesta la fuerza de hombres y caballos que ha tenido esta compania en
el mes de junio con expresiones de los destinos en que se han hallado y de mas
ocurencias particulares que se han ofrecido. Of 134 men, Delgado indicated
that 51 soldiers had been assigned to the Presidio of Janos near the
northeastern part of the Sierra Madre Occidental in Chihuahua. Another 42 of his men were away on cavalry assignments; 8 were given
guard duty; another 8 were out escorting sheep herders; 1 soldier was
assigned to deliver mail to the nearby Hacienda del Carmen; 5 were
imprisoned in the stockade for various offenses; and 7 were on sick
call. Only 14 men were available for any service to San Buenaventura.
Delgado's report also lists an inventory of the presidial stores at
San Buenaventura. He reported that the reserve stores contained fifteen
packages of fine and ordinary gunpowder, nineteen packages of granulated gunpowder, and a supply of more than four hundred musket
flints. Furthermore, he indicated that the presidio had six spare carbines in good condition, and a number of other muskets which were
useless. The stores included one hundred spare sabers and swords of
varied descriptions. He added that the garrison required an additional
twenty-six sets of pistols for effective strength.
In addition to accoutrements, Lieutenant Delgado reported on
sources for presidial food supply. He stated that four fanegas and eight
almudes of corn and grain had been planted. He also indicated that he
would verify the amount of beans that had been planted as part of the
dietary supplement his troops received beyond meat andbread. 7
On October 16, 1786, Delgado received promotion to captain. His
official rank was first lieutenant, brevet captain. General Joseph Antonio Rengel, commandante general de las Provincias Internas, personally asked Delgado to stay on at San Buenaventura and continue
his important duties. However, more pressing needs in New Mexico
soon resulted in another move for Delgado. Months after his promotion, Delgado was reassigned to Santa Fe.
One of the first frontiersmen to record Delgado's presence in Santa
Fe was Pedro Vial. Vial was a Frenchman in the employ of Spain who
traveled the Southwest for twenty-six years, blazing the trail for others
who would later move wagons from Independence or Westport to
Santa Fe, in order to sell their wares. Vial had been commissioned to
establish a trail between the Presidio de San Antonio de Bexar in Texas
and the Presidio de Santa Fe. On his meeting with Delgado, Vial wrote:
7. Janos Collection, Historical Archives Manuscripts and Documents of Janos, New
Spain, 1782-1789, University of Texas, Austin, Texas.
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May 26, 1787, we marched from this villa (Pecos) until we arrived
at Santa Fe, where the troops came out to receive me; I went along
with them until I delivered the banner to Senor Capitan don Manuel Delgado.
That historic moment marked Vial's succ~ss in reaching Santa Fe
from San Antonio. Vial's route, however, took him north from San
Antonio to the Red River and into Comanche territory, and proved
infeasible for New Mexicans, who were at war with the various Comanche bands. Nonetheless, Delgado's acceptance of the banner that
Vial presented to him served as ritual proof that the hispanicized
Frenchman had accomplished his goal for Spain. 8
While serving as captain of the Santa Fe Presidio, Delgado learned
that the Gila and Mimbres Apaches were among the most formidable
Indians the Spaniards had encountered in North America. Because
attacks from Utes, Comanches, and Navajos were not imminent, don
Fernando de la Concha, governor of New Mexico, organized an expedition against the Gila and Mimbres who had been raiding New
Mexico farms and villages. On August 27, 1788, Concha completed
inspection of four divisions commanded by Capitan Delgado, Ensign
Antonio Guerrero, and sergeants Pablo Sandoval and Cleto Miera. The
governor divided the four divisions into four smaller units commanded
by junior and commissioned officers for greater efficiency of command.
By the first week in September the army, marching south from
Santa Fe, had reached Laguna Pueblo in west-central New Mexico.
Suffering from a "severe pain," Governor Concha ordered captain Delgado to advance the troops to "Sebolla," south of Laguna. The governor
rejoined the force at their camp at .5ebolla, where Delgado reported
the status of his troops and the situation. To that point, Delgado reported, the enemy had not been sighted.
Under orders from Concha, Delgado and Pablo Sandoval scouted
the terrain ahead of them in search of Apache rancherias. Marching in
a southerly direction, Concha's troops found few signs of enemy Indians. At this point, Concha had led his men south from Santa Fe,
past the Plains of San Agustin, to the Santa Rita and Mimbres Mountains. Suddenly, on September 9, Concha, who had mistaken the east
fork of the Gila River for the Rio San Francisco, received an electrifying
report from the scouts that an Apache camp had been found.
Quickly, Concha ordered that the camp be kept under surveillance
8. Noel M. Loomis and Abraham Nasatir, Pedro Vial and the Roads to Santa Fe (Nor·
man: University of Oklahoma Press, 1967),285.
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while he called a junta de guerra to plan the attack. As it was late in the
day, he ordered an attack against the Apache camp while there was
still enough daylight to fight. After a brief firefight, the Apaches escaped, but Concha's troops overtook them in a narrow canyon and
exchanged musket shots with Apache arrows. Meanwhile, almost all
the Apache warriors, women, and children had made their escape
during the confusion of the battle under cover of darkness. When it
was over, the Spaniards counted eighteen dead warriors and four prisoners. No account of Spanish troops was reported, although it is unlikely they did not also suffer casualties.
The fight in the Gila wilderness was part of a forty-six day campaign. In the long run, the campaign did little more than momentarily
intimidate the Apaches. It was, however, a way for the Spaniards to
assert colonial control of the area. Concha and his men returned by
way of the Rio Grande where they picked up the Chihuahua Trail
portion of the long Camino Real back to Santa Fe. 9
Several months later, on March 27, 1789, Governor Concha, having
received an order from his superior, Pedro de Nava, Commandant
General of the Western Internal Provinces, began the construCtion of
barracks (cuarteles) for the presidial company of Santa Fe. Furthermore,
Concha ordered that all magistrates, and their deputies and agents in
all sections and districts of their respective jurisdictions, make an exact
and full list of the inhabitants between the ages of sixteen and thirty
years of age. He ordered that at the end of eight days, counting from
the date of publication'of the circular, all citizens of New Mexico should
present themselves to Captain Manuel Delgado in Santa Fe with a letter
and list of names signed by the alcalde of each jurisdiction. The governor, moreover, explained that the order to appear in Santa Fe did
not include farmers and their servants who were cultivating their fields,
but it did include homeless and jobless individuals. On the other hand,
farmers who listed individuals that were not servants would be guilty
of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment and service without
pay.
In regard to the construction of the barracks, Governor Concha
wrote to Jacobo Ugarte y Loyola, commandante-general, on November
15, 1790, that it ha~ been impossible to complete the barracks because
of the continuous rains that had destroyed and washed away about
eighty thousand adobes. He reported that despite the rains, the laborers had completed quarters for 90 soldiers. Quarters were still needed
9. Concha Diary, 1788 Gila Expedition, Archivo General de la Nadon, Provincias
Internas Torno 193, State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe, New Mexico,

10

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1991

for 24 of the 114 troops in the Presidio de Santa Fe. Nearly a year later,
on October 15, 1791, Governor Concha announced that the barracks
of the Presidio de Santa Fe had been completed. 1O .
Meanwhile, Captain Delgado, now fifty-two years of age and ailing, had petitioned for retirement. His military record, Hoja de Servicio,
of December 1790, indicated that he had completed thirty years, eight
months, and eight days of service. During that time, he had served in
the Dragoons of Mexico and in the presidios of Carrizal, Aguaverde,
San Elizario, San Buenaventura, San Carlos, Principe, and Santa Fe.
His service record, furthermore, showed that he had participated in
many campaigns. Indeed, he was credited with having led attacks
. against rebel Indians, and had, himself, been seriously wounded in
action. His valor and abilities had been acknowledged in all previous
.service records. The evaluation of Delgado's military career for December 1790 was signed by Governor Concha.
Concha's inspection of the Presidial Company of Santa Fe took
place on April 1 and 2, 1791. In his report of the inspection, he wrote
that the personnel were fit and capable in the field. He indicated that
they were well trained in the use of firearms, and that target practice
took place with regularity. Concha alluded that maneuvers for cavalry
and infantry were not ignored. He acknowledged the discipline of the
soldiers, indicating that they obeyed orders well. Concha praised the
presidial captain, Manuel Delgado, as "experienced and competent in
the field; he has had various encounters with the enemy."l1
Delgado's petition for retirement was approved on July 22, 1791
by Commandant General of the Western Provinces, Pedro de Nava.
Writing to Governor Concha, Nava stated:
Enclosed is the Royal Despatch of retirement that His Majesty has
deemed to grant to don Manuel Delgado, First Lieutenant of the
Company under your command, so that you may deliver to the
interested party. May God grant you long life. Chihuahua, July
22, 1791. 12
Although Delgado had retired, his life was far from finished. His
10. Governor Concha to Jacobo Ugarte y Loyola, November 17, 1790, reel 12, frame
417, Spanish Archives of New Mexico, State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe,
New Mexico.
11. Archivo General de Simancas, Secretaria de Guerra Siglo II, Hojas de Servicios de
America, microfilm number CD 1869, A-55, Special Collections, Zimmerman Library,
University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
12. Jenkins Collection, Delgado Family Papers, NMSRC.
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household in· Santa Fe included his wife, Josefa; twins, Manuel and
Manuela; another daughter, Estefana; al}d two ·other sons, Marcos and
Fernando. The latter served as alferez in the Santa Fe Company and
was killed by Apaches. In addition to his immediate family, Delgado's
household included four servants and their families. Even before his
retirement, Delgado had been engaged in the mercantile business in
Santa Fe, and he. traded with other villages along the Camino Real
such as Los Cerrillos, Manzano, Real de Dolores and Chihuahua. His
sons were later also active in the Santa Fe trade. In 1798, Manuel
Delgado was selected as alcalde de primera elecci6n in Santa Fe, a position
which granted him judicial, executive, and legislative powers. Two
years later, he served as .alcalde de segundo voto, a civil position with
magisterial powers.
Delgado's life soon took another turn, for Josefa died on May 9,
1801 in Santa Fe. Not long after her death, however, he took another
wife, Ana Maria Baca, daughter of Juan Domingo Baca. It seems that
Delgado's son, Manuel Salustiano Delgado, had been courting Ana
Maria, sister of Maria de la Luz. Manuel Salustiano encouraged his
father to seek the hand of Ana Maria. Family lore has it that the captain
dutifully complied with his son's suggestion since he was now a widower; he liked Ana Maria for himself, and the younger sister, Maria
de la Luz, for his son. The captain died leaving the young Ana Maria
a widow in the prime of her youth. She later married don Pedro Bautista
Pin'o.
On August 31, 18~5, Fray Francisco de Hozio, military chaplain,
performed the burial services for Manuel Francisco Delgado at the site
of La Castrense, the military chapel. La Capilla de los Soldados, as it
was called, was built between 1717 and 1722 by Governor Valverde y
Cosio, at his own expense.
Manuel Delgado left no testament and had not received the viaticum (last- rites) because of his sudden death. 13 Shortly after, on September 4, 1815, Juan Rafael Ortiz and Fernando Delgado went before
the Provincial Governor to petition for the settlement of the estate on
behalf of Juan Rafael Ortiz, Marcos Delgado, Manuel S. Delgado, and
dona Manuela Delgado now married to Jose Francisco Baca. Lieutenant
Ygnacio Elias Gonzales and don Antonio Ortiz were appointed as eva!;
uators of the estate.
The inventory of Manuel D~lgado's estate reveals much about his
private life. His property included over 400 listed items from stores in
13. Burials, microfilm roll 40, Archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, State Records
Center and Archives, Santa Fe, New Mexico.

12

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1991

his mercantile business. Other items included: 2,240 head of sheep; 61
mules; 7 burros, used for wood hauling; 8,938 pesos and 4 reales, 26
quarts of spirits (aguardiente); a tri-corned hat; a house with a vegetable
garden; a piece of land near the Rio Chiquito; a ranch named Las
Golondrinas with a house; a ranch in Pojoaque with a house; a ranch
in Los Cerrillos with farmlands; additional farmlands in Cuyamungue;
land in an area called Los Palacios; land in La Canada de los Alamos;
a ranch in San Miguel del Vado. He also owned a mill (molino) in
Pojoaque; and another mill in Las Golondrinas. Susan Magoffin, one
of the first Euro-American women to travel the Santa Fe Trail, mentioned stopping at Rancho de los Delgados in Los Cerrillos.
October 1846. Wednesday 7th. Camp No.1. EI Rancho de Delgado.
Lo, we are camping again! And after all it is quite as good as staying
in Santa Fe, I was impatient to leave. Gabriel (Valdez) and William
(Magoffin) are with us now. The wagons are all on ahead, and
we'll not reach them yet for some days. Left Santa Fe about 12
o'k. came on fifteen miles to this place-a little farm, called a
rancho-rather a poor place, only a little corn, beans, and an abundance of chile verde (green pepper), a few goats, sheep and jacksthe beast of all work-they pack wood on them, ride them, take
all their little "fixings" to market in baskets or bags swung on the
long-eared animals back etc. etc. We camped pretty near the house
and of course the peepers are not a few. The women stand around
with their faces awfully painted, some with red which shines like
grease, and others are daubed over with flour-paste. The men
stand off with crossed arms, and all look with as much wonder as
if they were not people themselves.
It is quite cool and our little tent is comfortable enough-it is a
fine thing. 14

"Susanita, " as she liked to refer to herself, did not know that from
1793 until 1810 Manuel Delgado had purchased the Los Cerrillos land
grant from Antonio Analla, Salvador Martin, and Cleto Miera, years
before she had visited EI Rancho de los Delgados. The 6,000 acre ranch
was bounded on the north by La Canada de Jucio and land belonging
to the Baca family. On the south its boundary was Los Cerros Altos.
Manuel Delgado's personal library included: La Obra de Carlos Quinto
en Pringamira; Practica Criminal, one volume; Teatro Mexicano, one vol14. Susan Shelby Magoffin, Down the Santa Fe Trail and into Mexico, the Diary of Susan
Shelby Magoffin, 1846-1847, ed. Stella M. Drumm (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1982), 149-50.
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ume; Monaguia Hebrea, four volumes; Vida de Estevanillo, one old vol.
ume; Ejercito Cotidiana, and others.
Although the estate was valued at 24,891 pesos, 9 reales, and 10
granos, a very curious note was listed-it read: "Loaned to His Majesty
to be repaid within two years, 100 pesos." Manuel Delgado, indeed,
had died a wealthy man-onewho listed the King of Spain as one of
his debtors. In the end, Delgado's estate was divided equally among
the five heirs. 15
The significance of Manuel Delgado of Santa Fe can be measured
in many ways. He was part of a frontier movement from south to north
which had begun as soon as the first Spaniard set foot in Mexico. He
participated in the pacification and settlement of the great Mexican
Plateau which lies north of Mexico City between the Sierra Madre
Occidental and the Sierra Madre Oriental. He was also one of the
extraordinarily few individuals who rose through the ranks from private to captain in his thirty-three-year military careE;r-truly a mustang
or a ranker in modern military jargon. And he was one of the eighteenth-century frontiersmen who settled in New Mexico and established a family line which exists today. As soldier and officer, and later
as merchant, rancher, farmer, and government official, Manuel Delgado
contributed his signature to a page of New Mexico history.

15. Settlement of Estate of Captain Retirado On. Manuel Delgado, September 4,
1815, historical file 42, State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe, New Mexico.
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A Soldier in New Mexico, 1847-1848
JACQUELINE DORGAN MEKETA

It was May 11, 1847, when Albert L. Gay, a young civilian teamster

working for the Army quartermaster, arrived in Santa Fe. Although
the Mexican-American War was still in progress, New Mexico was
relatively peaceful. The previous August the Army of the West had
marched into Santa Fe and taken over the Territory for the United
States. During the winter there had been a bloody but short-lived revolt
against the American invaders which was smothered but since that
time, although resentment still burned in some native breasts, no organized resistance of major consequen~e had occurred.
Gay, in his early twenties at the time, was an adventurous, intelligent, literate, and observant young man, qualities discernible in the
letters he wrote to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Lowman Gay of Rochester,
New York.! These letters add details and personal insights toa rather
scantily documented period in New Mexico history.
Jacqueline Meketa has done extensive research on the military in New Mexico. She
is the author of numerous articles and books on military topics, the most recent being
Legacy of Honor: The Life of Rafael Chacon, a Nineteenth-Century New Mexican (1986).
1. Albert L. Gay's exact birthdate is unknown but according to Captain Jesse B.
Gay, Jr., United States Navy (Retired) of Falls Church, Virginia, a descendant, Gay's
next older brother was born in 1818 in Fort Edward, New York. Photocopies of Gay's
letters, as well as some he and his wife wrote later from California, are available at the
Sandoval County Historical Society Archives, Martha Liebert, Archivist, P.O. Box 692,
Bernalillo, New Mexico. Private Gay's letters are reproduced here as exactly as possible
using his own spelling, grammar, and punctuation without the use of (sic) to identify
errors.
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Gay's motives in traveling so far from his eastern beginnings are
unknown but many confident and enterprising young men, curious
about the whole ne,w territory out west, recently "liberated" from Mexico, saw it as a great opportunity for personal advancement and land
acquisition. Gay's later actions confirmed that he was such a man.
Gay's first three months in New Mexico were mostly spent guarding and caring for military livestock being pastured some distance from
Santa Fe but all that changed in August, as he told his parents:
Santa Fe, New Mexico August 6. 47
Dear Parents, I have not written to you since the last of May at
which time I despatched a letter to you by Bernard. I should have
written long since, but deferred it in hopes of receiving one from
you by the June orderly Express. Ire'd one from you and one from
G. of last winter's date at the time I arrived at Santa Fe May 11th.
During this interval or since May 29th I have been engaged with
others in guarding mules and oxen some 25 miles from Santa Fe,
and although others have been cut off by Indians and Mexicans
we have been so fortunate as yet as not to lose a man, or suffer
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any injury, save that of mules and cattle stolen. You undoubtedly
have heard horrid accounts of Mexican character, Mexican barbarity and in this, and I must announce, after having some little
opportunity of judging of their character and disposition that the
Mexicans are not as bad as our countrymen there represent them
in the States. In fact there is two sides to every question, and it
is very true that some few parties of the volunteers have been
inhumanely murdered by them, but in every case the Volt. were
the aggressors--volunteers and teamsters are dispersed over various parts of the country herding and not infrequently turn their
animals upon the Mexican's corn and wheat and when politely
asked to remove them would tell the Mexicans to help themselves
if they could, in vain they would tell the volunteers that if their
corn and wheat was destroyed they must starve, for that was their
only resource. This was precisely the case at Bagus (a town in the
outer settlements) some 70 miles from Santa Fe. 2 The volunteers
had turned their animals on their fields, and when requested to
remove them would not, and consequently a fight ensued which
resulted in the death of four Americans. On the receipt of this
intelligence at Bagus, a party of Volts. under Major Edmondson
pursued them to the mountains killing 10 & taking 15 prisoners.
A short time since 40 Mexicans were marched into Santa Fe from
Bagus as prisoners, some taken at the time above mentioned, and
others subsequently at the murder of Lieutenant Brown and two
privates 12 miles south of Begas, 6 of them were hung on the 3d
of this month for their offences. 3 I do not pretend to say that the
Mexicans were not culpable: but I am confidant, if their Beef Cattle,
Sheep etc. were less molested, the Mexicans not so frequently
whipped by the Volts., there would be less cause of complaint. I
have frequently been at their houses, and have been treated with
the utmost kindness, and it is remarked by everyone that the best
the house affords is at the service of a stranger. I would, had I
2. This reference is to Las Vegas, New Mexico, where the United States Army kept
a garrison which was used against marauding bands of Mexicans and Indians who were
making desultory attacks on supply trains and grazing parties in the area. Some of these
attackers were probably motivated by Mexican patriotism, others by pique at the American's high-handed ways, and some others possibly by sheer greed.
3. Philip St. George Cooke in his The Conquest of New Mexico and California, An
Historical and Personal Narrative (Albuquerque: Horn and Wallace, 1964), 123, stated that
Lieutenant Brown was killed at a small settlement named Las Vallas, 15 miles south of
Las Vegas. Lt. J. H. Bourmam of the Missouri Mounted Volunteers, in a report reproduced
in The Conquest of California and New Mexico by the Forces of the United States, in the Years
1846 & 1847 by James Madison Cutts (Albuquerque: Horn and Wallace, 1965), 238-40
called the town Los Pias. In the past some historians have mistakenly placed the incident
in Las Vegas. Apparently there is no longer a town on the site..
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limits, write a good deal more about these people. This country
is by no means an agricultural one. The land is sterile except in a
few valleys. There they have to irrigate. Timber & water are scarce
but of the latter, there has been an abundance since the last of
June, it raining almost every day, but much rain here is uncommon.
A few days ago I was in Santa Fe and went to the Quartermaster
and asked permission to join a volunteer company now raising.
This he refused, two days after I went to the Capt. of the Company
and told him I would join if he would get me off from the Quartermaster, this he said he would. In the meantime Col. Price saw
the Capt. and told him to enlist every teamster that he could. 4 In
the course of two hours I was at the Capt. quarters and he told
me that all was right, (I supposing that he had seen the Quartermaster) and I was mustered in, in a few minutes I was ordered
by Corporal Hill, Q. M. assistant to go to thegrasing, which I
refused alleging as a reason that I had volunteered, he then told
me to go to the Guard House, but he not being able to put me
there, went for a file of men to carry his tyrannical threat into
execution, but he and his guard did not succeed, I saw Col. Price
that same evening and he told me that I could not volunteer unless
by the Q. M. consent and consequently the next day found me at
the grasing, but I shall volunteer yet if nothing happens. The work
we have to do is nothing. I am in good health and speak the
Spanish language pretty well, shall bring home with me a Spanish
Boy.
Your affec. Son A. L. Gay
August 9. I am a Volunteer in Captain Groves Company Santa
Fe Rifles, and shall probably go to Chihuahua. s I will write you at
every opportunity. New troops are near Santa Fe for the relief of
those here.
Gay's letter was apparently re-copied and sent to other family
members. This comment had been added by someone at the end: "This
is the people he has volunteered to fight against[.] I fear before he is
4. By this time Colonel Sterling Price, General Stephen Watts Kearney's successor,
had become acting governor of New Mexico with the imposition of martial law after the
Taos Rebellion had been crushed.
5. Captain William H. Grove commanded Gay's company. The other two mounted
companies were commanded by Captain John L. Hamilton and Captain William B.
Armstrong. Gay had enlisted in Company B, New Mexican Mounted Volunteers, according to the Muster-in Rolls, but the unit was quickly designated as (Walker's) Santa
Fe Battalion, Missouri Mounted Volunteers. The battalion consisted of three companies
of horsemen and one of artillery, and was commanded by Major Robert Walker. Gay's
horse was valued at $30 and his saddle and equipment at $8. See A. L. Gay service
records, National Archives, Washington, D.C.

JACQUELINE DORGAN MEKETA

19

again at liberty he will find something harder to do than he ever did
before[.] I hope he may live to return but it is very doubtful. N. G."
Gay's open-minded friendliness and desire to learn as much as
possible about the new and different world in which he found himself
was as refreshing as it was unusual. Many of the troops flooding into
New Mexico were arrogant or antagonistic toward the local people.
One soldier told how the troops destroyed a large Indian melon patch
near San Felipe Pueblo while on a march down river and admitted that
"our horses did considerable damage to the corn which was just getting
hard." He also cited an incident in which a group of Missouri volunteers, in response to some slight dispute, rode into a village, ransacked
the town, took several of the residents prisoner, stole livestock and
belongings, and even pilfered a religious artifact as atrophy. 6
A short time later, Private Gay penned another letter home:
Santa Fe August 26th 1847
Dear Parents
A notion having entered my mind, I concluded to send you a few
lines by way of giving you what information I have at hand and
removing from your minds any uneasiness that my sojourn here
may have occasioned. There is nothing in the line of news of any
stirring importance here at present. Some seven companies of new
Volunteers have arrived within the last few days, and others are
on the way to the amt. of 18 companies and who will be here in
a few days, thus making the force in New Mexico 3000 strong &
what disposition will be made of these here I do not know but
presume some will go to Oregon, others to Chihuha, and probably
the Santa Fe Battallion, to which I belong will go there.? this command consists of 4 companies under Major Walker, one of Artillery
and 3 of mounted men. to the latter I belong-am in Capt. Groves
Co B Prices Rangers for a compensation we receive $8 per month
per man and $12 for horse, probably $6 for forage & $1 per month
for use of my Rifle (all not having R) making $27 per month. The
Labor which we have to do is nominal, Drill at 8 0' c AM & 5 PM
and roll call at sunrise and stand guard once in ten days-for my
6. Abraham Robinson Johnston, Marcellus Ball Edwards, Phillip Gooch Ferguson,
Marching with the Army of the West, 1846-1848 (Glendale, California: Arthur Clark Co.,
1936), 323-33.
7. Many of the Missouri Volunteers who had been left in Santa Fe after General
Kearney's departure for California had been mustered into the service for one year in
June 1846, and consequently their time was up. Attempts were made, in Santa Fe, to
raise a new regiment. By early August three companies had already been mustered in
and two others were reported ready for muster. They were composed principally of
discharged volunteers and wagoners.
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This Model 1841 rifle, also known as the Mississippi rifle, was used by the
dragoons and mounted infantry in the Mexican-American War. The .54 caliber
weapon was still in use by some volunteer troops during the Civil War. The
heavy dragoon saber, Model 1840, was known as the "Old Wristbreaker."
Courtesy of the author.

part I find it very agreeable, for I attend a Spanish School every
day and am acquiring the language rapidly. There is only one
school in New Mexico. Consequently the mass of the people are
very illiterate. In this school there are some 20 boys, (no Girls)
who are very good Schollars,-they being of the first Families in
the country. Of those troops which have arrived from the states
this season some few were so unfortunate as to be killed, of the
Infantry 5 or 6 were killed and horribly mutilated by the Indians. s
One who is now here and doing well, was scalped and left for
dead, and remained on the field among the Indians, during the
night, and was able to make himself seen in the morning, and was
taken to the camp. Of the Dragoons 5 were killed & 6 wounded
out of 17 who were on a reconnoitering party. In fact, the Indians
are playing perfect hell on the plains, and if we are not sent south
we will be sent after them. This is just what I want, for I believe
100 Americans is good for 500 Indians. All of the old Volunteers
have gone home, and we are left here for some time alone to keep

8. Not only infantrymen were falling prey to hostile Indians that summer. Travel
to Santa Fe along the Trail was extremely hazardous. One dragoon officer wrote an
interesting account of a Comanche attack at that time. See Cutts, The Conquest of California
and New Mexico, 240-42.
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the country.9 When this War will close I know not nor do I care
for I am determined to make something out of it for the thought
of dying or being killed never enters my mind.
2 o'c P.M. Since writing the above I·have learned that we are to
leave town in a few days upon an Indian expedition, to what
Indians I know [not?] but presume the Navahoes;as the[y] lately
were engaged in killing Mexicans and stealing their stock. 10 The
Mexicans at present appear quite friendly and I think there will
be no danger of annother insurrection here. I wrote a letter last
month and you may look regularly for one every month if I am
sitUated so I can write, and I trust I shall have the satisfaction of
receiving from you as often. I rec'd two of last Winters date on
the 11th of May, since that; none. I trust you are all in good health
and blessed with a fair share of worldly success.
Oiall places, this is the beat for gambling and licentiousness,
drinking not being excepted. In fact every House in Town is a
Whore House or a Grog Shop I have nothing more to write at
present so I must close. so give my respects to all enquiring Friends
I remain
Your affect. Son
A. L. Gay
In early September the reinforced Santa Fe BattalIon started out
on an expedition to the Navajo country. The three companies composing the battalion were made up principally of reenlisted volunteers
and according to one private were "a very wild and reckless set. Nearly
every man left drunk!"n Several months later, after the campaign, the
unit returned to a spot near the Rio Grande to camp for the winter.
From there Gay wrote to his parents telling them of his adventures:
Rio Grande 150 m's S. of Santa Fe New Mexico Nov 10th 1847
Dear Parents
I wrote you on the last of August at Santa Fe intimating to
you that we should leave in a few days on a Navahoe Expedition.
We accordingly left on the 1st of Sept. with 3 companies and 2
months Provisions & 1 piece of Artillery and proceeded down the
Rio Grande about 75 miles and then left the River on the 10th and
9. The volunteers who opted to be mustered out returned, via the Santa Fe Trail,
to St. Louis, arriving in the latter part of August where they were greeted with enthusiasm
and distinction by the local populace.
10. Gay was correct. In an action that almost exactly paralleled that of Colonel
Alexander W. Doniphan one year earlier, the new units would move southward and
then west into Navajo country.
11. Johnston, Edwards, and Ferguson, Marching with the Army of the West, 314.
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Zuni Pueblo, in western New Mexico, as it appeared in 1879, practically unchanged from when the inhabitants fed the hungry soldiers. Courtesy of the
Smithsonian Institution.

proceeded due west about 100 miles, as far as we could go with
waggons, where they were left, and we on the 22nd with 10 days
Provisions & 140 men made a forced march for the strong hold of
the Navajoes, being 190 miles distant, on the 24 we reached Zouni
an Indian Town of Friendly Indians containing some 1000 Warriors
who are distinct and separate from any other inhabitants in the
country. They are highly intelligent, more so than the civilized
Indians in the states, and withal very industrious, raising plenty
of corn & wheat, and making such domestick articles as they need.
Their Town is compact, built in the midIe of a plain, on a small
eminence; their houses from 2 to 3 stories high, and for their better
defence, no entrance in the first storie. Among them was a highly
intelligent Boy, to whom I gave several presents, with which he
was much pleased, and on our leaving he put a mark on my cap
that he might know me on my return. I merely mention this to
show their generosity. We left this town on Friday and made 30
miles late at night, and the next day met a party of Spanairds
returning from the Navajoes having killed 5 and taken 31 Prisoners
Women & children 1500 head of sheep & 75 Horses. 12 These pris12. It is interesting that Gay referred to the party of locals returning from an Indian
scout as "Spaniards" when practically every other Easterner designated the local people
as "Mexicans" in their correspondence.
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oners excited a great deal of sympathy from us, and it was as much
[as] the officers could do, to restrain us from flogging the Spaniards, and setting them at Liberty for if we were agoing against
them; we have more love for them than the spainards. on Monday
we arrived within 30 miles of the Canyon of Sha, their principal
Town at a place called the Red Lake. Now we were 100 miles from
Zouni, and our Provisions about out. we were all anxious to march
immediately to Sha and know our doom at once, but immagine
our surprise and mortification, to hear that insted of marching
forward the command was to be split up into 3 parties and Captain
Grove with 35men myself among the number was to make a tramp
in one direction to look for Indians, and Capt. Hamilton in another,
the balance to remain at the Lake. We returned on Wednesday
having seen no Indians, and half starved at that and, that too in
the midst of their country, said to contain 5000 Fighting Men, on
the same day 16 men on a scouting Party killed one Indian and
wounded several. on Thursday, we started for Sha being entirely
out of Provisions, went about 5 miles and met Capt. Hamilton
returning, he having found nothing. Marched within 10 miles of
Sha, and on Friday morning at 1 o'c the 1st day of Oct. we were
on our march and by sunrise we were at the mouth of the Canyon
(we expected to get sheep today here, or some kind of stock) a
halt was ordered and 60 of us mounted the right side of the Canyon
on foot while the balance went into it. 13 I was so hungry that I
would have eaten a dedd Indian-we marched on probably a mile
when we discovered Indians & their yell resounded through the
mountains with deafening noise. We thought then we would make
them sing a different tune but to our chagrin we came to an intersecting canyon, and could go no further, and to make the tale
short we could not get at the Indians, and they could not come
to us, and to stay there and starve was out of the question, and
consequently we left; by the by this Canyon is 70 miles long from
100 to 600 yards wide and its walls 2 or 300 feet in height. we went
4 miles and encamped; on Sat 2nd went 35 miles after devouring
a mule and a few Indian Dogs by way of Luxury, and a rich one
it w~s, on Sunday Lieutenant Blakely and 24 of [us] started for
Zouni 125 miles distant to hasten back Provisions. 14 we reached
13. Frank McNitt says that the mounted troops penetrated the canyon six miles,
finding neither Navajos nor livestock. Frank McNitt, Navajo Wars: Military Campaigns,
Slave Raids and Reprisals (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1972), 126. He
also stated that Walker's decision to leave most of his supplies back with his wagons
and try to live off the land at that time of year when crops were already harvested, was
foolish.
14. Private Gay does not mention it in his letter but his service records show that
on October 5, 1847, the day after he arrived back at Zuni Pueblo, his horse died from
excessive riding.
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The steep canyon walls and rugged terrain at Canyon de Chelly made chasing
the Navajos difficult. Courtesy of the author..
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there about noon on Monday so weak that we could scarcely stand,
as soon as I came to the borders of the Town my little Boy recognised me by his mark, and took me to his home and treated me
in a manner I shall never forget and in "fact 'all of our men we[re]'
well fed. Provisions were obtained here and sent back to our half
famished companions, several days after, we arrived at camp nothing having happened worthy of note. IS Here we remained. until
the 22nd when we rec'd orders for the south and here we are on
the Rio Grande awaiting our Provision Train. There are 21 companies ordered south making about 2000 men our destination is
probably Chihuhua. There if we go, we will have a hard fight as
we have news that 5000 Mexican soldiers are there awaiting us
with 3 pieces of Cannon. Whether we go or not is not known
certainly at this time, but we know that Col Commanding is furthering operations for that object as fast as possible-General Price
has not yet arrived, but probably is in Santa Fe by this, and he
may order us, but I think not, unless peace is made. 16 We have
heard of the Fall of Mexico and we expect peace is made ere this. 17
. if it is I probably shall return in the spring. I have re'd no letters
from you since May and have written several. The Troops here
generally are in good health-the Spaniards are very much'irritated
here against the Americans the Soldiers steal from them and vice
versa. If we go south there will be 11 companies left here, and you
need not be surprised to hear of annother rebellion this Winter.
The weather here is moderate now, but in Santa Fe excessively
cold. I am very anxious to hear from you and I trust I shall hereafter.
I can think of plenty more to write but cannot for want of time,
for the Express is on the eve of starting so I must bid you a Farewell.
Give my love to all enquiring Friends
Your affect. Son
A. L. Gay
During the winter of 1847-48, Gay and his comrades remained
encamped in the Socorro area, a strategic point midway between the
American troops at EI Paso and General. Sterling Price's headquarters
15. The reference here is to the return to Ojo de la jara, where his command's
wagons and most of their supplies had been left. McNitt, in Navajo Wars, 126, says that
the troops struggling back toward Zuni from the canyon killed and ate their pack mules,
dog meat, and wild parsley since nothing else was available.
16. On the very day Private Gay was writing his letter, Price, who had recently
been promoted to brigadier general, was leaving Fort Leavenworth to return to Santa
Fe. He would not arrive there for two months.
17. The reference, of course, is to the fall of Mexico City to the American army on
September 14, 1847. Gay, however, was a little premature in his expectations of a peace
treaty.
.
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in Santa Fe. Price, who had long desired to lead an expedition to
Chihuahua, earlier made application to Washington to do so and was
asked to supply further details before a decision could be made. In
November Price was ordered not to march south. However, a loophole
existed in the directive when it stated that in the case that Price should
learn of an enemy force being organized in Chihuahua with the aim
of marching on New Mexico, he could his own discretion as to when
it should be encountered although it was not recommended that he
proceed to Mexico to attack it.
Throughout the winter American merchants and the local newspapers in Santa Fe kept putting pressure on Price to mount an expedition against the Mexicans. Their interest was mostly mercenary, for
Chihuahua was a trading center of importance, but their desires paralleled Price's own personal indination.
The justification presented itself in early February 1848. Rumors
began flying northward from the El Paso area that a Mexican general
was advancing on the city with an army of thousands. The information
arrived at Socorro on February 2, several days before it reached General
Price at Santa Fe. Without waiting for orders from the military headquarters, the companies at Socorro took up the line of march for El
Paso almost immediately to go to the aid of the approximately 500
American soldiers there. Private Gay managed to write a brief letter
to his parents before departing:
Socorro New Mexico Feb 3d 10:00 P.M. 1848
Dear Parents
With a little time I hasten to send you notice of passing events.
We are all in great excitement here. [We move?] from information
received here last night from El Passo of the approach of some
several thousands of Mexicans under the command of General
Herrara, and on the last of the past month he was within a few
days march of the pass, which is about 180 miles distant from
here. IB Col Ralls is there with 6 Cos and all of his men including
Teamsters does not exceed 500 men. 19 a poor stand I think they
18. The Mexican general's name was Urrea, not Herrara and some of the wild rumors
included one in which he was said to have an army of nearly eight thousand men. See
Robert E. Shalhope, Sterling Price, Portrait of a Southerner (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1971), 70-71. Gay may have been confused after hearing that, on January
8, 1848, a General Herrera had been elected Constitutional President of the Mexican
Republic.
19. Colonel John Ralls commanded six companies of the Third Missouri Mounted
Volunteers. Soon a rumor was circulating that Ralls had been defeated at El Paso by
Urrea.

JACQUELINE DORGAN MEKETA

27

will make against such fearful odds, unless we get there. in time
to assist them. We received orders about 2 hours since to take up
our line of march for there tomorrow morning and also 4 Cos. of
Col. Eastons Battalion, and about the 8th of Feb you will probably
hear that we are all whipped and killed, or that after hard fighting
we have come off victorious. I know not what our fate may be,
but I expect no evil, and if I am to be killed in Battle it is a consolation to know, that I have not to die, but once, and whatever
may be my fate, I do not wish you to harbour any uneasiness about
me, but I have no notion of dying. We have received civil express
this evening cautioning us about approaching the Passo for fear
the Enemy may throw a body of men this side of the Town to cut
us off.
.
Our Town has been in great excitement for several days past,
in consequence of a man by the name of John Woodard being
brutally murdered by the Spaniards. He was as you may say a
perfect imbecile. He was decoyed out of Town by a Spaniard dressed
in Women's clothes, and taken some six miles away from here and
beat to death, his head being bruised up in a most shocking manner, We arrested 6 Spanish cut throats and hung them up by the
neck, until they revealed the participators. One of them we took
today with a rope around his neck, and made him find the Body
which was in the River, in the manner before described; When he
was brought into Town, it was as much as the Officers could do
to restrain the men from rushing to the Guard House and taking
the 6 Devils and burning them on the square; they probably will
be hung. We have lost a good many men here by sickness; one of
my messmates died today.
The next news you hear from here I believe will be that the
whole country is in a state of revolution, at least all appearance
indicate it, and I think we will have a hard row to hoe. But rest
assured, they have got to fight before they can subdue an American
Army that goes 2000 miles to fight a savage foe. You shall hear
from me again in less than a month from the time you receive this,
dead or alive, I have had no letters from you since the July Letter.
I'm trusting that you are in good health and feeling nought but
hopes of success. I bid you Farewell, Farewell
Your Affect. Son
A. L. Gay
P.S. I could write more but have not time, give my Love to all
enquiring Friends so adieu.
Private Gay had no way of knowing, when he wrote his letter
from Socorro on February 3, 1848, that the prior day a peace treaty
had been adopted and signed by representatives of Mexico and the
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United States in the Mexico City suburb of Guadalupe Hildago and
that four days later the governors of the Mexican states would all be
notified that the fighting was over. Of even more grave consequence
was the fact that his commanding officer, General Price, was also unaware of this turn of events.
On February 8, Price left Santa Fe with his staff. When he finally
arrived at El Paso, on February 23, he learned that the reports of an
advancing Mexican army had been nothing more than rumors. While
there he also received a dispatch from Washington which, even though
it had been written a month earlier, forbade him to proceed south into
Mexico. Deliberately, Price decided to ignore and, thus, disobey itan action which would have terrible consequences.
Price, determined to have his fight and possible moment of glory,
wanted to advance on Chihuahua quickly but his supply train had
been delayed. Anxious that the Mexicans might learn of his presence,
he decided to begin operations immediately. To cut off enemy communications to and from Chihuahua City he dispatched some of his
best mounted troops to Carrizal, ninety miles to the south, on April
24. The three companies he sent over the border first, who would
remain there alone for almost a week, were those of Robert Walker's
Santa Fe Battalion, Gay's unit.
On March 1, when his supply train still had not arrived, an impatient Price headed southward from EI Paso with seven companies
and only eight days' rations and joined Walker's group three days later.
The next day the combined force left at sunrise and rode forty
miles through a cold rain. Pressing on, the following day they were
up at daybreak again and made a wearying fifty-mile ride before they
stopped to camp. On this day, while still fifty miles from the city of
Chihuahua, Price's presence was discovered by Mexican spies. Fearing
that their warning would give General (and also Chihuahua Governor)
Angel Trias time to prepare his defenses, Price urged his troops forward. But, as they neared the city, the men were met by a delegation
from Governor Trias which informed Price that a peace treaty was in
effect and all hostilities had been suspended. Price, perhaps fearful
that Trias was using a strategy to gain time in order to further fortify
the city, ignored the information, speeded up his advance, and entered
Chihuahua at 9:00 P.M. on March 7 without opposition, for Trias, upholding the treaty, had pulled out of the city with all his troops and
the public property.
Not content with the capture of the city, Price was determined to
do battle. By this time his men and mounts were exhausted. There
were only enough fresh horses available to mount 250 men but this
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did not deter Price. On the morning of the eighth he took this small
contingent and pressed ahead. At daylight on the ninth, after a hard,
sixty-mile ride southward, they arrived at Santa Cruz de Rosales where
Trias' troops were entrenched in the fortified town.
While awaiting the arrival of the balance of his force, including
his artillery and supply wagons, Price laid close seige on Santa Cruz.
Trias stated that he and his troops were determined to defend the town
if they had to but that he expected a proclamation decree of peace from
his government at any moment. Price, still fearful that Trias might be
awaiting reinforcements, rejected his plea for patience. Ironically, on
March 10, 1848, while the single-minded Price was waiting to pounce
on Santa Cruz de Rosales, the United States Senate, in Washington,
ratified the Treaty of Guadalupe Hildago after intense debate. The
Mexican-American War was over!
Early on the morning of March 16, General Price, now reinforced
by the arrival of three companies of regulars and a battery of cannon,
demanded the surrender of the to,:\,n. General Trias again informed
Price that he had received official word that a peace treaty had been
concluded and that therefore they should not do battle. Price; however,
had received no confirmation of Trias' statements from American authorities so he was unbelieving. Trias then stated that he would not
surrender the town and would act in a defensive manner if required
to.
At 10:30 A.M. the American battey opened fire on Santa' Cruz,
beginning a bloody battle. The Mexicans returned in kind and the
cannonade went on for the best part of the day. Later, one American
participant ruefully stated, "Our artillery laid to dust the work of years
as it played upon their splendid churches and well-eonstructed houses."2o
About three o'clock in the afternoon Price ordered his artillery to
cease fire and pulled his troops back. One soldier: wrote that the Mexicans, "thinking that we were whipped, shouted victory."21 But the
maneuver had been the result of an untrue report that a large Mexican
force was approaching from the American's rear and Price soon redeployed his men for an attack. All the volunteers were dismounted
and various units were placed on the west, the south, and the northeast
sides of the town while the dragoons and one other company remained
mounted to cut off any of the enemy attempting 'to escape of any
reinforcements that might appear. A cannon was fired as a signal to
attack and the troops then stormed the town. .
20.. Santa Fe Republican, April 22, 1848.
21. Ibid.
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Gay's unit, the Santa Fe Battalion, charged from the south. In short
order it became obvious that fierce house-to-house fighting would be
required. Each house was filled with defenders. Mexican sharpshooters
were posted on the roofs behind parapets and hastily constructed barricades. The volunteers, quickly adapting to this type of fighting, advanced on the rooftops and through the streets, breaking into buildings
with axes and crowbars, killing or driving the enemy out, and then
using the homes as cover as they advanced. The Mexicans threw longfused grenades at the Americans but often they had time to kick them
back into enemy-held buildings before they exploded.
Gay's commanding officer, Major Walker, handed out shells from
his small mountain howitzer to his men. They were able to light them
and use them as hand grenades. The volunteers fought their way
through the chaos of smoke, gunfire, and rubble, to the large church
on the plaza in the center of town where the main Mexican resistance
was concentrated. Walker's force battled so vigorously they were cited
for having been "in the lead, entering the square fifteen minutes ahead
of the other troops. "22 It was sundown when they reached and prepared
to storm the church. When Major Walker's howitzer opened fire on
the building the Mexicans raised the white flag.
It was reported that many Mexicans were brutally killed while
attempting to surrender. Some of the Missouri volunteers, still in a
frenzy of fighting and killing, were so intent on taking the church the
American officers had a difficult time restraining them when the Mexicans gave Up.23
Even though the American troops were outnumbered approximately two to one and the Mexican soldiers fought so bravely that the
Americans were highly impressed, and even in spite of the fact that
Trias' force had an impressive arsenal of heavy artillery, the American
casualties were relatively light. It was reported that 1 officer and 3 men
were killed and 19 wounded. The Mexicans, however, were not so
fortunate. More than 250 died in defending their town. 24
After the battle Gay and other members of his company returned
22. Ibid.
23. Shalhope, Sterling Price, Portrait of a Southerner, 74.
24. Figures citing each side's troop strength, as well as the casualty figures and
number and types of cannon the Mexicans had, vary from source to source. See, for
example, Shalhope, Sterling Price, Portrait of a Southerner; the Santa Fe Republican, April
22, 1848; George Winston Smith and Charles Judah, eds., Chronicles of the Gringos: The
U.S. Army in the Mexican War, 1846-1848-Accounts of Eyewitnesses & Combatants (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1968), 143; and M. H. Thomlinson, "The
Dragoons and EI Paso, 1848," New Mexico Historical Review, 23 (July 1948), 220.
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to Chihuahua City where they performed occupation duties until early
July and then began the return trip up the Rio Grande to Santa Fe.
During this period Gay lost two more horses; one was killed by a wild
bull in Mexico and its replacement was stolen from guard camp in midAugust while he was in Polvadera, New Mexico, on his way northward.
From Santa Fe.he and the other volunteers due for discharge traveled
east on the Trail to Missouri. On October 22, 1848, Gay wrote to his
parents telling them that he had arrived in Independence "on the 7th
... after a constant and severe journey of three months from Chihuahua." He explained that he had not written home immediately
because he had been "engaged in adjusting the accounts of my company which duties kept me constantly engaged until now."
The men were mustered out on the nineteenth and paid two days
later. Suddenly Gay found himself on his own once again. He wrote:
Now that I am once more free to think act and do for myself, I am
completely lost-my associates in arms have gone to their homes
to seek their Friends, who anxiously await their return, but I am
left alone with nothing to console me but the consciousness of
having faithfully done my duty to my Country, and to my fellow
men-I know not where to go, nor whither to direct my steps-there is a void in my brain, an aching in my heart, that is difficult
to be accounted for by those who have not been similarly situatedmy first impulse was to go immediately home, but then, I desired
first, to locate my Land this Winter, and in addition think I have
a good and authenticated claim against the Government for One
hundred and Twenty Five Dollars for horses lost, which I can better
arrange here than there, and I think I shall remain in this neighborhood during the Winter, for their better adjustment-I should
not be surprised that I make some progress towards farming by
Spring, and thus have a home of my own.... I think sometimes
that I will take my Gun on my shoulder and go into the woods
and do nothing this Winter but kill Deer Turkies etc and at other
times that I will go to St. Louis, and go into some kind of Business
until Spring; and then settle down for Life. But my mind is so
fluctuating at present that I expect that it will require a month or
so to bring it to a focus.
How Albert Gay spent the winter is unknown but by the next
spring he had decided what he wanted to do as a civilian. He, headed
west. On July 31, 1849, he wrote a letter to a brother, heading it "Fort
Laramie, 672 miles from Independence." He was on his way to Sacramento via the California Trail, traveling with a train consisting of
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fifty-nine men, eight baggage wagons, eight carriages, and fifty spare
mules under train proprietors Lowe and Allen.
By 1853 Albert Gay had established a farm on the Sacramento River,
had a wife, Susan, and a one-year-old son, Horace. Earlier he had run
a stable and hotel in the town of Sacramento. During the following
fourteen years Gay farmed, did some road construction, dabbled a
little in politics and continued to be a faithful correspondent to his
parents. The couple had five more sons but only three survived past
early childhood. In 1867, while in his early forties, Albert Gay died in
California.

Nelson Miles and the Twilight
of the Old Army
ROBERT WOOSTER

The United States army of the post-Civil War era .included a diverse
array of individuals who defy stereotyping. Assisting the non-Indian
occupation of the American West was only one of the army's responsibilities; in' a time of limited federal government, the army also assumed a number of non-military tasks. It would be a mistake, therefore,
to claim that any individual completely represented the eclectic interests of these soldiers. However, certain themes-struggles for promotion, conflicts between West Pointers and non-academy men,
perceptions of Indians, lack of strategic vision, and keen interest in
land speculation, railroads, and scientific development being but a
few-were common to many officers in what Edward Coffman has
called "the old army." Although it would be incorrect to personify this
complex organization in a single figure, the career, beliefs, and interests
of Nelson Appleton Miles, veteran of over forty years' military service,
Robert Wooster is associate professor of history in Corpus Christi State University.
Author of two books on the frontier army, he is currently writing a biography of Nelson
A. Miles.
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General Nelson A. Miles. Courtesy Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas.
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in many ways parallel the glories and failures of the nineteenth~century
army.l
Miles was born on August 8, 1839, near Westminster, Massachusetts to parents of modest means. Like many young children, he played
games of action, war, and adventure. He moved to Boston and took a
job in a crockery store on the eve of the Civil War. A burgeoning interest
in military affairs led him to hire a special tutor. With the onset of war,
Miles spent $1,000 given to him by his father, raised $2,500 more, and
formed a company of volunteers. Not surprisingly, his troops elected
him captain. Miles found his niche in the army. A member of the Army
of the Potomac, he served in ev~ry major battle on the eastern front
except First Bull Run and Gettysburg. In the process, he received four
wounds and subsequently received the Medal of Honor. 2
Miles certainly looked the popular hero. Tall, broad shouldered,
powerfully built, with intense blue eyes and jaunty moustache, he cut
a dashing figure in his blue and gold uniform with his chest full of
glittering buttons and medals. Having earned the respect of his peers,
he served as jailor to the recently captured Jefferson Davis. Many roundly
criticized his sensational decision to chain one of Davis' ankles for five
days; it would not be the last time he hit the front pages of American
newspapers.
1. A number of outstanding works have revitalized scholarship on the frontier
military experience. See particularly Robert M. Utley, Frontier Regulars: The United States
Army and the Indian, 1866-1891 (New York: Macmillan, 1973); Edward M. Coffman, The
Old Army: A Portrait of the American Army in Peacetime, 1784-1898 (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1986); and Paul Andrew Hutton, Phil Sheridan and His Army (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1985). Paul Andrew Hutton has also edited a fine ,volume
of essays, Soldiers West: Biographies from the Military Frontier (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987). Thomas C. Leonard, Above the Ba"ttle: War-Making in America from
Appomattox to Versailles (New York: Oxford University Press, 1978), is also valuable.
2. Nelson A: Miles compiled two autobiographies, Personal Recollections And Observations of General Nelson A. Miles: Embracing A Brief View Of The Civil War Or From New
England To The Golden Gate And The Story Of His Indian Campaigns With Comments On
The Exploration, Development and Progress Of Our Great Western Empire (Chicago: Werner
Company, 1896); and Serving the Republic: Memoirs of the Civil and Military Life of Nelson
A. Miles (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1911); as well as a shorter account, Military
Europe: A Narrative of Personal Observation and Personal Experience (New York: Doubleday
and McClure Company, 1898). Virginia Weisel Johnson, The Un'regimented General: A
Biography of Nelson A. Miles (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1962), is uncritical but helpful;
Newton F. Tolman, The Search for General Miles (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1968),
seems more interested in blasting historians than capturing' the subject; Peter R.
DeMontravel, "The Career of Lieutenant General Nelson A. Miles from the Civil War
through the Indian Wars" (doctoral dissertation, St. John's University, 1983), is incomplete. The best account is by Robert M. Utley, "Nelson A. Miles," Hutton, ed., Soldiers
West.
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Relived from this thankless task, Miles received the colonelcy of
the Fortieth Infantry Regiment and briefly headed the Freedman's
Bureau in North Carolina. From there he was transferred to the Fifth
Infantry and went west, fighting in the Red River War, the Great Sioux
War, the Nez Perce conflict, the Bannock campaign, the Apache struggles of 1886, and the Ghost Dance outbreak. In 1895, Miles became
commanding general of the United States army. During the SpanishAmerican War, he led the invasion of Puerto Rico before retiring in
1903 at age sixty-four. Still vigorous, 'the general mounted a disastrously
unsuccessful campaign for the presidency the following year, helped
to make a western movie in 1913, volunteered for service in Russia
during the First World War, and generally did everything he could to
remain before the public eye until his death in 1925.
Throughout his long military service, Miles compiled an outstanding battlefield record. Arguably, he may be considered the finest Indian
fighter the United States has ever known. While showcasing his military abilities, however, Miles displayed a darker side of his persona,
that of a contentious, egotistical, ambitious officer who refused to give
credit to others when due. Warned William Sherman, one of Miles'
allies, "General Miles is too apt to mistake the dictates of his personal
ambition for wisdom and I am sorry to say that he is not just and fair
to his comrades and superiors. He will absorb all power to himself ...
if not supervised and checked."3
That ambitious officers of the post-Civil War army spent inordinate
amounts of time in seeking advancement is understandable, considering the slow and uncertain promotion process. Men accustomed to
meteoric promotion and leading tens of thousan,ds of men into battle
found conducting company drills on an isolated frontier post as a
captain difficult to accept. Miles, for one, can never be accused of failing
to grasp the importance of promotion. His efforts to win favor were
renowned; sighed one disgruntled rival: "I had no hopes of beating
Miles, he has made a business of looking after the advancement of
himself." Although his marriage was more than simply a political alliance, he chose his bride carefully. In a glittering ceremony, he wed
Mary Sherman, niece of General William T. Sherman and Senator John
Sherman. 4
3. William T. Sherman to Philip H. Sheridan, July 19,- 1879, William 1. Sherman
Papers, microfilm roll 45, Library of Congress. See also Sheridan's response of July 21,
1879, ibid., roll 26.
4. David S. Stanley to John Schofield, April 14, 1889, box 42, Special Correspondence, John Schofield Papers, Library of Congress (hereafter cited as Schofield Papers).
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In seeking higher rank, Miles, like many of his peers, was not
afraid to antagonize others if the need arose. Miles furthermore believed that his rivals were just as ruthless as he, a perception probably
arising from a bitter Civil War experience, in which political considerations prevented him from immediately securing his initial rank as
captain of volunteers. He had asked Aifred Terry to serve as best man
in his wedding; two decades later, he confided that "I have good reason
for having no respect for him." Adjutant General Richard C. Drum "is
my personal enemy"; Lieutenant General Phil Sheridan pushed legislation which was "an insult and an outrage" against his interests.
Miles' 1886 claim that his enemies "have been using the most desperate
measures to distort the truth" neatly summed up his insecurities. 5
Perhaps most unseemly was Miles' break with his former patron,
General Oliver Otis Howard, the one-armed "praying general." The
two had formed a strong friendship during the Civil War, and were
both generally perceived as having sympathies toward the Indians. But
.while Howard failed to enlarge his reputation during the wars with
the Indians, Miles' star shone ever more brightly. The spl~t began when
Miles withheld recognition of Howard's contributions during the Nez
Perce campaign of 1877. Smarting from this snub, Howard, at. least
according to Miles, later made life difficult for him by ordering an
"unusual" inspection of his headquarters in 1887. Howard claimed to
have had nothing to do with the spot inspection. The insensitive Miles
promptly reminded Howard that he had held Howard's shattered arm
while it was being amputated after the Battle of Fair Oaks. 6
In his incessant quest for higher rank, Miles often became entangled in arguments over the merits of West Point training. Miles, in
accord with many fellow non-West Pointers and former volunteers in
the frontier army, remained skeptical about the value of military training in the classroom. Blasting the misplaced "theories in peace" of
5. Miles to John Sherman, December 19, 1887, box 419, John Sherman Papers,
Library of Congress (first quotation); Miles to Edward Ross, October 1, 1886, Nelson A.
Miles Collection (hereafter cited as Miles Collection), United States Military History
Institute, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania (second quotation); Miles to John Sherman,
March 19, 1888, box 435, John Sherman Papers, Library of Congress (third quotation);
Miles to George Baird, October 9, 1886, Miscellaneous Manuscripts, Beinecke Library,
Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut (fourth quotation).
6. For the Miles-Howard dispute, see particularly the following exchange: ·Miles to
Oliver O. Howard, September 26, 1887, Oliver O. Howard Papers (hereafte·r cited as
Howard Papers), Bowdoin College Library, Brunswick, Maine (quotation); Howard to
Miles, September 29, 1887, box 2, Miles Papers, Library of Congress (hereafter cited as
Miles Papers); Miles to Howard, October 11, 1887, Howard Papers; Miles to Howard,
January 26, 1888, Miles Collection.
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"academics," Miles preferred practical experience. Of course, this attitude ultimately placed him squarely against the reform-minded Secretary of War Elihu Root, who sought to expand the army's postgraduate centers in order to provide qualified personnel for his proposed general staff. Miles opposed the Root education reforms; while
admitting that new schools were probably necessary, he worked (unsuccessfully) to place them under the direct control of his office. 7
Assorted other traits also placed Miles solidly within the tradition
of the frontier regulars. Land speculation, political involvement, and
an interest in railroads were not unique to the army after the Civil War,
but do reflect certain facets generally associated with that force. Like
many of his poorly paid colleagues, Miles speculated widely in western
land. And as was common for the period, Miles took an active if ineffectual role in politics. As did his uncle, William Sherman, Miles
understood the importance of railroads to western development, the
army, and personal gain. He thus promoted friendly relations with a
number of prominent railway officials. 8
Few officers were satisfied with the army's situation in the west.
High desertion rates, loneliness, boredom, chronic alcoholism, poor
food, and substandard quarters had a devastating effect on morale.
Miles suggested a number of changes to alleviate these conditions.
7. Miles to Secretary of War, April 26, 1900, Miles Collection (quotations); Miles to
Elihu Root, November 22, 1901, Miles Collection; Root to Joseph Wheeler, December 10,
1901, box 23, Elihu Root Papers, Library of Congress (hereafter cited as Root Papers);
Orison Swett Marden, ed., Little Visits with Great Americans; or Success Ideals and How to
Attain Them (New York: The Success Company, 1903), 192. See also "Report on Massachusetts Volunteer Militia," January 1905, Miles Collection; ~nd Timothy K. Nenninger,
The Leavenworth Schools and the Old Army: Education, Professionalism, and tlte Officer Corps
. of the United States Army, 1881-1918 (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1978), 53;
F. Barlow to C. Codman, January 29, 1886, Record Group 94, microfilm edition M 1064,
roll 525, Adjutant General's Office, Letters Received, National Archives, Washington;
New York Times, June 19, 1896.
8. For examples of land deals, see Miles to Russell A. Alger, August 21, 1891, Russell
A. Alger Papers, William Clements Library, Ann Arbor, Michigan (hereafter cited as
Alger Papers); Miles to Frank D. Baldwin, May 11, 1878, box 16, Frank D. Baldwin
Papers, Huntington Library, San Marino, California; Miles to Schofield, April 29, 1870,
Private File, box 37, Schofield Papers. Political associations are described in Robert
Wooster, The Military and United States Indian Policy, 1865-1903 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1988), 73-110. On Miles' political ineptitude, see Daniel Lamont to Miles,
February 11, 1895, box 2, Miles Papers, Library of Congress; Henry W. Walker, "The
Trail of the Tammany Tiger," Saturday Evening Post 186 (April 4, 1914), 20. Examples of
his connections with railroad officials may be found in Frederick Billings to Miles, March
29, August 5, 1880, box 1, Miles Papers; Jerry M. Cooper, The Army and Civil Disorder:
Federal Military Intervention in Labor Disputes, 1877-1900 (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1980), 155.
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Never afraid to give himself credit, Miles claimed to have "established
the first military gymnasium" in the winter of 1873-74. He also sought
to improve training and efficiency, organizing regular field exercises.
Joining another popular movement, Miles asserted that he and a fellow
officer had convinced President Rutherford B. Hayes to prohibit the
sale of hard liquor on army posts in 1881. Miles continued to press for
prohibitionist reforms in the early twentieth century. 9
Miles' views of Indians also paralleled those of officers professing
sympathy for the plight of the tribes. Aware of the destitution on many
reservations, he wanted to root out corruption within the Indian service. Echoing a popular army complaint, he called for the Indian Bureau's return to the War Department. He opposed outright extermination,
championing the right of the Nez Perce to return from the Indian
territory to the Pacific Northwest. Miles also claimed that he removed
Geronimo from Arizona in 1886 in order to protect the warriors from
the wrath of angry territorial citizens. lO
Despite such professions, Miles never accepted Indians as he found
them. Following the lead of contemporary anthropologists such as
Lewis Henry Morgan, he perceived a "marked distinction between the
civilized being and the real savage." Critics charged that Miles misled
Geronimo and would do anything in~is power, including cheating
Indians, to advance his own reputation. Wh~tever the case, Miles thought
tha t the government had every right to move Indians from their homelands while educators and missionaries performed their expected magic
among the tribes. In the meantime, reservations should be broken up
and small parcels distributed to individual Indian families, with excess
lands sold to new settlers. In this fashion, the Indian territory, formerly
"a block in the pathway of civilization" occupied by "a mongrel race,"
could be opened for white settlement. Miles, like most reformers in
and out of the military, saw little value in Indian culture except as a
novelty of things past, to be displayed in circuses before gawking
crowds. 11
9. Miles, Seroing the Republic, 143 (quotation); Washington Evening Star, January 1,
1897; Miles, Personal Recollections, 538; "Miles on' Prohibition," in Miles Collection; New
York Times. July 8, 1915.
10. Miles to Howard, May 26, 1875, Howard Papers; Eli L. Huggins to Sister and
Home Folks, January 31, 1891, Eli L. Huggins Papers, Bancroft Library, University of
California,·Berkeley; Miles to Rutherford B. Hayes, January 28, 1881, Rutherford B. Hayes
Papers, Hayes Library, Fremont, Ohio; Miles to Secretary of the Interior, April 7, 1900,
Miles Collection; Miles to Baird, October 9, 1886, Miscellaneous Correspondence, Beinecke Library.
H. Nelson A. Miles, "Our Indian Question," Journal of the Military Service Institution
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Yet Miles defies easy categorization. His keen interest in technological advances belies attempts to stereotype the proud general as
parochial or unimaginative. He pioneered the use of heliograph communication in the Pacific Northwest as well as in Arizona. One of the
few frontier commanders to effectively use artillery against Indians,
Miles kept up with developments in heavy weapons throughout his
life. He recognized that improved firepower made traditione;t.l cavalry
units obsolete. His final recommendations as commanding general suggested that troops equipped with bicycles, automobiles, and motorcycles replace many cavalry regiments. He seemed particularly keen
on the bicycle. In 1897, he declared that "whoever first places 25,000
or 50,000 men on bicycles in the next war will have a decided advantage
over his opponent." And in 1925, Miles testified before the congressional committee investigating the Billy Mitchell controversy, a convert
to the importance of aviation. 12 ,
Miles' fascination with technology did not mean, ho~ever, that
he accurately anticipated the horrors of the early twentieth-century
battlefield. Rather, his interest in new machinery seems akin to that
of a young boy with a shiny new toy. Visions of the proud general
careening about on his bicycle or whizzing past befuddled onlookers
in his new automobile present an easily overlooked side of Nelson
Miles. He saw machine guns as artillery weapons and opposed the
creation of experimental machine gun detachments. His views on the
size and composition of the regular army reflected his Civil War and
frontier experiences, and never took into account the mass armies of
the coming decades. Calling up traditional theories, he advised
congressional committees in 1916 that the standing army be a skeleton
of the United States 2 (number 7, 1881), 280 (first quotation); H. W. Daly to Charles
Gatewood, May 15, 1925, Charles Gatewood Collection, Arizona Historical Society, Tucson; George Crook to Howard, February 27, 1890, George Crook Papers, Hayes Library;
Henry E.Fritz, The Movement for Indian Assimilation, 1860-1890 (Philadelphia: University
of Pennsylvania Press, 1963), 124; Report of Miles, September 12, Annual Report of the
Secretary of War, [1885) (4 volumes, Washington, 1886), 153-54 (second and third quotations); New York Times, October 22, 1890.
12. Miles to Assistant Adjutant General, September 21, 1884, Letters Sent, volume
3, Department of the of Columbia, Record Group 393, National Archives; Miles, Personal
Recollections, 481-84; Robert M. Stegmaier, "Artillery Helped Win the West," Kansas Quarterly 10 (Summer 1978), 71-72; Miles to Sherman, July 8, 1876, roll 23, Sherman Papers;
Report of Miles, September 14, Annual Report of Secretary' of War (1891) (5 volumes,
Washington, 1892); Miles to Adjutant General, August 25, 1894, Miscellaneous Manuscripts, New York Historical Society, New York; Miles, Military Europe, 111-12 (quotation);
Miles to Secretary of War, August 7, 1903, Miles Collection; New York Times, August 28,
1903, March 3, 1925, and May 16, 1925.
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force of 100,000 to 150,000, to be filled out to 400,000 in times of emergency.13
Even in his mid-seventies, Miles was not blind to the realities of
the First World War. But certain nineteenth-century principles dominated his thinking. Always an advocate of esprit de corps and the
volunteer spirit, he vigorously opposed conscription. "You can't Ger-"
manize the American people," he exclaimed to a fellow opponent of
the draft. "1 was glad to see that you opposed that miscalled-continental-by-eonscription-germanic-goosestep army." And like the ill-fated
French in 1914, whose obsession with elan and the attack nearly lost
them the war, he argued that should the United States enter the European conflict, "the quickest way to end wars is [an] effective, strong,
offensive campaign."14
The general's inability or unwillingness to cooperate with others
or to consider strategic questions further exemplifies his nineteenthcentury roots. Accustomed to Indian conflicts where independent commanders enjoyed .almost unlimited freedom, Miles lacked the interpersonal skills needed to cooperate with others. He and Secretary of
War Russell Alger feuded constantly. And when fighting Indians, the
army routinely failed to make strategic plans. The Spanish-American
War thus found it woefully unprepared. The navy had a set of contingency plans ready for the conflict-the army did not even have sufficient maps, much less strategic plans or arrangements for mobilization.
In an incredible miscalculation, Miles asserted that it was "quite probable" that the Spanish would send fleets of small boats to attack U.S.
docks, navy yards, and shipbuilding centers. As such, the army should
deploy at least 40,000 troops and its most advanced rapid firing guns
against Spanish invasion. The commanding general also counseled
delay in the invasion of Cuba, advice President William McKinley deemed
politically impossible. Fed up with the posturing of Miles and Alger,
McKinley wound up making most of the major military decisions himself. ls
.13. David A. Armstrong, Bullets and Bureaucrats: The Machine Gun and the United States
Army, 1861-1916 (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1982), 105; Miles to Alger,
December 5, 1898, Miles Collection; "Miles statements in hearing before Committee on
Military Affairs," February 8, 1916, Miles Collection.
'
'14. New York Times, February 1,1916 (first quotation); Miles to William Church,
February 17, 1916, box 2, William Church Papers, Library of Congress (hereafter cited
as Church Papers); New York Times, March 28, 1917 (second quotation).
15, Miles to Secretary of War, March 18 (quotation), April 15, 26, and June 4, 1898,
Miles Collection; Private Journal, April 20, May 10, 13, 26, 189~, John Long Collection,
Massachusetts Historical Society (hereafter cited as the Long Collection), Boston; John
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The invasion of Puerto Rico illustrates Miles' lack of concern about
long-range planning. Embarking for Puerto Rico, he intended to land
at Fajardo, on the northeastern tip of the· island. During the voyage,
however, the general ascertained that he had not brought along enough
landing craft. He also feared that the Spanish knew his plans. As such,
he abruptly changed his mind, ignoring Fajardo for Guanica, on the
southwestern tip of Puerto Rico. After a few initial mix-ups-understandable considering the eleventh-hour change-the operation proceeded smoothly and Miles captured the island with little bloodshed.
Crucial, however, is the lack of foresight and cavalier attitude taken in
regards to the landing site. He certainly confused Secretary of War
Alger, who asked: "Conflicting reports here as to your place of landing.
Why did you change?" Too busy to explain his intentions to Alger,
Miles did manage to squeeze out enough time to outline his newly
formulated plans in a twelfth-hour letter to a recently widowed female
friend in whom he had taken a special interest. 16
A product of the nineteenth century, Miles, along with most of
his fellow countrymen, seemed somewhat bewildered by what the war
had wrought. In attempting to assess the nation's security needs following the war's close, Miles believed Puerto Rico a fine military base,
well worth keeping. Across the continent and nearly twenty years
earlier, he had also suggested that the army move into British Columbia. Skeptics might note, of course, that Miles had led the invasion of
Puerto Rico and commanded troops along the Canadian border. When
it came to lands in which he had no personal stake, however, Miles
proved a staunch anti-imperialist. He steadfastly opposed the occupation of the Philippines, and later labeled the League of Nations an
unnecessary "super-government." To Miles, money spent in pacifying
the Philippines or in building the Panama Canal could be better spent
in providing roads and irrigation for lands west of the Mississippi
River. 17
J. Pershing Memoirs, chapter 7, 7-10, box 380, John J. Pershing Papers, Library of
Congress; Lewis L. Gould, The Spanish-American War and President McKinley (Lawrence:
University of Kansas, 1982); David F. Trask, The War with Spain in 1898 (New York:
Macmillan Company, 1981). For criticism of Miles, see Private Journal, May 10, 13, 28,
1898; John Long to Agnes, June 27, 1898, Long Collection; Alfred Thayer Mahan to Long,
August 5, 1898; November 16, 1898, Alfred Thayer Mahan: The Man and His Letters, Robert
Seager II, ed. (Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 1977), 573, 612.
.
16. Alger to Miles, July 26, 1898, Alger Papers (quotation); Miles to Mrs. Heintzelman, July 24, 1898, Miles Miscellaneous Collection, Hayes Library; Miles, Serving the
Republic, 296-97.
17. Miles to Sherman, December 12, 1881, Sherman Papers, roll 30; Miles to Heint-
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Realizing that the mistakes of the Spanish-American War mandated at least some change, Miles dusted off a proposal he had made
twenty years earlier. Lacking innovation, he reverted to oft-suggested
concepts. He believed that the army's problems stemmed from a lack
of cooperation between officers in the field and army bureaucracy. To
correct this problem, the general supported a systematized rotation of
staff and line officers. He also sought to keep the men he most trustedCivil and Indian wars veterans who had compiled solid battlefield
records but seemed slow to accept any organizational change-in positions of authority. In essence, Miles hoped to increase efficiency without infringing on the powers of the commanding general or admitting
administrative reformers into the army's inner circles of power. 18
This was not enough for recently appointed Secretary of War Root,
who believed a massive overhaul necessary. Root tired of Miles' colossal
ego and obstinate refusal to make meaningful reforms. "He is a rather
annoying obstacle to pretty much every movement for reform of army
organization and administration," complained the secretary. Root recognized that the traditional controversy between secretary of war and
commanding general over control of the army lay at the core of the
administrative difficulties. He gradually developed a formula, loosely
based on the German model, for a permanent general staff to consider
questions of planning, strategy, supply, and organization. His scheme
left no place for the position of commanding general, particularly when
a man like Miles held that position.1 9
Miles countered by arguing that the commanding general needed
greater authority than the secretary had envisioned. In Miles' view,junior officers would wrongly usurp the influence of older Civil War
zelman, August 13, 1898, Miles Miscellaneous Collection, Hayes Library; Democratic
National Committee, The Campaign Textbook of the Democratic Party of the United States 1904
(New York: Headquarters Democratic National Committee, 1904), 183-84; Miles to Mrs.
A. W. Cook, July 28, 1924, Miles Collection (quotation); Miles to Edward A. Atkinson,
May 6, 1904, Edward A. Atkinson Papers, Massachusetts Historical Society.
18. Miles to Secretary of War, May 13, 1878, microfilm edition 1064, roll 525, Commission Branch, Adjutant General's Office; J. M. Lee to J. Breckinridge, November 26,
1898, box 606, Breckinridge Family Papers, Library of Congress; Miles to Secretary of
War, May 10, November 15, 1900, Miles Collection; Miles to Church, March 26, 1902,
. box 2, Church Papers.
19. Root to J. B. Bishop, April 10, 1902, Letterbooks, box 180, Root Papers (quotation); Elihu Root, Military and Colonial Policy of the United States: Addresses and Reports, ed.
Robert Bacon and James Brown Scott (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1916);
William H. Carter, "Creation of American General Staff," Senate Miscellaneous Document
Number 119, Sixty-eighth Congress, First session, II, serial 8254; Young to Secretary of
War, December 12, 1902, S. B. M. Young Papers, United States Army Military History
Institute.
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veterans if Root's general staff scheme were adopted. Civil War veterans
gave "tone and character to the Army," claimed Miles, "and this is so
much needed in view of the fact that so many new men have been
pushed into the Army during the last few years, many of whom have
been given unusual rank and station." Miles challenged the secretary
throughout the latter months of 1901, publicly questioning the findings
of a naval court of inquiry and asserting that Root had transferred too
many cavalry to the cities. The commanding general continued to press
traditional nineteenth-century concepts, arguing that "large numbers
of troublesome Indians" still demanded the army's constant attention. 20
Root, a former New York corporate lawyer, bristled at Miles's resistance. Privately, the secretary blasted Miles as being "disrespectful
and insubordinate," and instructed him "that his duty is to carry out
and not to attempt to defeat the plans of his official superiors." In
response to Miles' claims that too many cavalrymen were stationed
near cities and not enough near Indian reservations, Root outlined a
history of the army's recent decisions regarding barracks and permanent stations. As Root recognized, wars with the Indians were now
over. Clearly, Miles presented an obstacle to any substantive military
reform. 21
All now hinged on President Theodore Roosevelt. Before Roosevelt's ascension to the presidency, the two men had enjoyed an uneasy
alliance. As fellow veterans of the war with Spain, they shared a common bond and viewed their relationship as mutually beneficial. In a
series of sensational statements, Miles charged' military officials and
meatpackers with having conspired to supply American soldiers with
cans of rotten ("embalmed") beef. The chemicals used in the canning
process, according to Miles, poisoned the meat. Colonel Roosevelt
supported Miles' charges regarding the "embalmed beef." After an
investigating committee determined that Miles' charges were unfounded (the canned meat was unsuited for the tropical climate, often
contained dead insects, and had a bland, unappetizing flavor, but was
neither poisoned nor the product of a conspiracy), Roosevelt assured
the general that the failure by fellow officers to back up the allegations
20. Miles to Secretary of War, November 22, 1901, Miles Collection; Miles to Church,
March 26, 1902, box 2, Church Papers (first quotation); Root to Miles, December 19 and
21,1901; Miles to Root, December 20 and 21,1901; Henry C. Corbin to Miles, November
25,1901; Miles endorsement, November 25, 1901, box 19, Root Papers (second quotation).
21. The Root Papers, box 19, includes two endorsements from Root to Miles dated
December 18, 1901. One is a clear typed copy; the other, from which the quotations are
taken, is marked in pencil with the notation, "not sent."
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had left him "dumbfounded." Shortly thereafter, Miles asked Roosevelt
to be his running mate in the 1900 presidential election. 22
But two men with such enormous egos rarely make a lasting alliance. The army's embarrassing performance during the war with Spain
convinced Roosevelt that major changes were needed. The president
thus backed Secretary of War Root's proposed general staff. The two
also clashed over questions ,?f promotion, Miles' often-sensational public statements, and the continued occupation of the Philippines. Miles
ultimately committed a fatal error by suggesting that Roosevelt had
not been the hero of the charge up San Juan Hill. The president struck
back with savage fury, labeling Miles "a traitor" who "has acted like a
scoundrel." Newspapers ran the story that Roosevelt, in front of twenty
astonished onlookers, had intercepted Miles, shaking his finger and
shouting, "This thing must stop."23
The unequal contest was over almost before it started. The politicallynaive Miles stood no chance against Roosevelt. Root finally pushed
a revised reform package through Congress. Unwilling to risk charges
of unnecessary vengeance, the president allowed the general to remain
until he reached the mandatory retirement age of 64. In one last gesture
of humiliation, however, Roosevelt refused to write Miles a special
commendation upon his retirement, a gesture of courtesy earlier accorded Sherman, Sheridan, and John Schofield under similar circumstances. Miles never forgave his nemesis, gleefully lambasting Roosevelt
whenever the opportunity arose. In 1910, for example, Miles de~cribed
the former president's barnstorming as "vulgar," "disgusting," and
treasonous. 24 .
The career of Nelson Miles represents the best and the worst of
the "old army." His bravery was unquestioned. He was an aggressive
and tireless battlefield commander. He was certainly not ignorant of
contemporary developments in the social sciences, technology, politics,
and international affairs. Although he waffled on his views toward
Indians, Miles was by no means an unthinking murderer. His opposition to the army's use of torture during the Philippines insurrection,
22. Quotation in 1899, Elting E. Morison, ed., The Letters of Theodore Roosevelt (8
vols., Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1951), 2: 903, 911-14. Also see Roosevelt
letters to Paul Dana, Henry Cabot Lodge, and Root in ibid., 914, 1047-48, and ibid., 3:
242; and undated document marked "Memorandum," Miles Collection.
23. Morison, ed., Letters of Roosevelt, 2: 912, 1047-48; ibid., 3: 96, 232, 241, 567 (first
quotation); New York Times, December 29, 1901 (second quotation).
24. New York Times, March 23, 1902; A. Moot to Root, April 22, 1902, box 28, Root
Papers; Roosevelt to Lodge, September 3, 1903, Morison; ed., Letters of Roosevelt, 3: 587;
New York Times, October 4, 1910 (quotations).
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Nelson Miles died of a heart attack while taking his grandchildren to a circus
in 1925. His funeral procession attracted thousands. Courtesy Arizona Historical Society, Nelson A. Miles Portrait File.

though partially attributable to his desire to use the issue for his own
political purposes, again showed an officer who maintained a degree
of humanity despite the essentially violent nature of his profession. 25
Yet Miles, like many of his comrades, allowed personal interests
to affect his actions. He and his fellow officers spent more time fighting
for promotion and reliving their Civil War exploits than studying problems of military theory or strategy. The nineteenth-century army, like
Miles, reacted to emergencies rather than anticipating them. The frontier army, like Miles, made few strategic plans, and had no regular
group or organization which developed strategy on a routine basis.
His controversial service as commanding general was typical of that of
his predecessors. Conflicts between secretaries of war and commanding generals had occurred throughout the nineteenth century-Winfield Scott feuded with Jefferson Davis; William T. Sherman quarreled
with William Belknap; Phil Sheridan tested Robert Todd Lincoln. Miles
simply challenged the wrong president at the wrong time.
25. For examples of Miles' attacks on treatment of prisoners in the Philippines, and
the government's reaction, see New York Times, April 28 and May 16, 1903; William
Howard Taft to Root, November 22, 1902, box 164, Root Papers; Taft to Root, May 13,
1903, box 165, Root Papers.
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Miles envisioned new Indian conflicts upon taking command of
the army in the rnid-1890s. In 1897, Miles predicted violent encounters
between white newcomers and native peoples in Alaska. During the
Spanish-American War, the general kept substantial numbers of troops
near reservations to prevent possible outbreaks. He asked that volunteers be dispatched to discourage violence stemming from disputes
with Indians in Minnesota later that year. In 1901, he asserted that
military posts near the tribes "will have to be maintained for some
years to come. "26
Despite Miles' belief that new Indian conflicts were on the horizon,
the army's responsibilities had clearly changed. No longer could the
army patrol the frontiers as something akin to a national police force.
No longer could it refuse to consider questions of strategy, general
policy, and diplomacy. Whether it liked it or not, the army had to face
a new century and to deal with a vast new empire. The Civil War was
over; the Indians had been defeated; the frontier, at least officially, had
been declared closed. Understandably, Miles, who had spent much of
his life fighting rebels and Indians, could not accept, or even anticipate,
the new conditions of the twentieth century. Only with Miles' retirement in 1903 could the army begin to face up to its new imperial
responsibilities. Indeed, his departure signaled the end of the era of
the frontier army.

26. Miles to Adjutant General, March 16, 1893, Miles Collection; Report of Miles,
November 5, Annual Report of the Secretary of War [1895], (3'vols., Washington, 1898),
63-64; Report ofMiles, October 21, Annual Report of the ~cretary of War [1987], (3
vols., Washington, 1898), 90-91; Miles to Secretary of War, October 9, 1898, Letters sent
by the Headquarters of the Army (Main Series), 1828-1903, Record Group 108, microfilm
edition M 857, roll 15, vol. 35: 408, National Archives; Report of Miles, October 1, Annual
Report of the Secretary of War [1901], (3 vols., Washington, 1902) (quotation). See also
Wooster, Military and U.S. Indian Policy, 196-216.
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"Pershing's Pets": Apache Scouts
in the Mexican Punitive Expedition
of 1916
MICHAEL L. TATE

In the early morning hours of March 9, 1916, several hundred Villista
soldiers moved silently through the darkness of the New Mexico desert.
Their destination was the small border town of Columbus where stockpiles of badly needed food, clothing, and ammunition awaited in the
merchants' stores. Traveling as a ragtag collection of veterans who had
suffered recent defeats at the hands of Venustiano Carranza's federal
troops, their options were growing fewer by the day. The only chance
for survival rested upon their ability to resupply themselves and rejoin
other Villista units in the neighboring Mexican state of Chihuahua.
Without money, political patronage, or credit to purchase supplies in
the New Mexico town, Francisco "Pancho" Villa ordered the forceful
seizure of these goods. In the hour-long melee that followed, ten civilians and eight American soldiers who were guarding the town because of earlier border disturbances, were killed. Seven days later the
United States launched into Mexico a 4,800-man punitive expedition
under General John J. Pershing; its assignment was to eliminate the
Villista threat along the international border. 1
Michael L. Tate is professor of history in the University of Nebraska at Omaha. He
is currently at work on a book about the multi-purpose frontier army.
L The debate about Francisco "Pancho" Villa's actual role in the planning and execution of this raid, as weIl as the possible reasons for it,js well summarized in Friedrich ,
Katz, "Pancho Villa and the Attack on Columbus, New Mexico," American Historical
Review,. 83 (February 1978), 101-30; and E. Bruce White, "The Muddied Waters of Co-"
lumbus, New Mexico," Americas: A Quarterly Review of Inter-American Cultural History, 32
(July 1975), 72-92.

49

50

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1991

The task that now faced Pershing's Punitive Expedition necessitated more than brute force. It required diplomatic finesse to work with
the Constitutionalist governmen,t of President Carranza which had received de facto recognition from the United States only five months
earlier, but which would certainly look upon this military intervention
with uneasiness. Furthermore, the American forces would have to find
the elusive armies of Pancho Villa which operated over the vast mountain and desert terrains of Sonora, Chihuahua and Coahuila with virtual impunity. To locate Villa and engage his dispersed regiments in
decisive combat had proven difficult for the federal forces of Carranza.
Now it would prove even more perplexing for American soldiers whose
interventionist tactics rekindled many Mexicans' painful memories of
the Mexican War of 1846-1848 when the Republic of Mexico had lost
almost half of its sovereign territory to its aggressive northern neighbor.
In short, Pershing's command had ridden into a cauldron of emotions
and divided loyalties, and its limited goal of dealing with Villa could
not be separated from the political confusion generated by five years
of the Mexican Revolution.
During the initial days of the campaign, American forces of the
Seventh, Tenth, Eleventh, and Thirteenth cavalries operated on a thirtyeight year tradition of "hot pursuit," first established in 1878 by presidents Porfirio Diaz and Rutherford B. Hayes, whereby Mexican and
American forces occasionally crossed the international border to pursue
fleeing bandits or Indian raiders. 2 President Carranza even offered to
formalize a new reciprocal crossings agreement, but the early spirit of
cooperation soon gave way to mutual distrust. Carranza suspected that
President Woodrow Wilson might use the Columbus affair as an excuse
for a full-scale invasion of Mexico, and he was well aware of Secretary
of State Robert Lansing's scathing dispatch which unfairly blamed Carranza's officers for complicity in the raid. While keeping the channels
of communication open, Mexico's president simultaneously devised
contingency plans for resisting a full-scale American invasion. 3
Amid the diplomatic confusion over the legality of the Punitive
Expedition, its commander, General Pershing, faced even more press2. The various "hot pursuits" and reciprocal crossing agreements of the Porfirio
Diaz administration are discussed in J. Fred Rippy, "Some Precedents of the Pershing
Expedition into Mexico," Southwestern Historical Quarterly, 24 (April 1921), 299-316.
3. Venustiano Carranza's interview with James Carson of the Associated Press,
March 11, 1916, in Isidro Fabela, ed., Documentos Historicos de la Revoluci6n MexicanaExpedici6n Punitiva, Volume 12, part 1 (27 vols., Mexico City: Editorial Jus, 1968), 64-65;
Robert Lansing to Agents John R. Silliman and John W. Belt, March 9, 1916, State
Department File 812.00/17382, roll 51.
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ing problems. His rapid penetration of the rugged Sierra Madre and
the desert lands of Chihuahua created enormous logistical problems
which were exacerbated by the Mexican government's reluctance to
sell goods to the advancing columns or to allow use of the Mexico
Northwestern Railway for resupply. Furthermore, the local civilian
population, either out of fear of retribution or patriotism for their
violated country, refused to serve as guides or intelligence gatherers
for the advancing American columns. Even a covert offer of $50,000 to
the man who would betray Villa and lead troops to· his lair failed to
produce any takers. 4 Colonel Harry Aubrey Toulmin, Jr. later recounted
the lack of Mexican cooperation and described the hopeless setting for
the cat-and-mouse chase across "a stage five hundred miles long and
a hundred miles wide across which snow, sandstorms, tropic heat and
sharp cold added to the misery of the actors."s Another participant
found humor in the entire operation when he announced to Pershing,
"As I figure it, General ... we've got Villa entirely surrounded-on
one side."6
Amid the frustrating circumstances, Pershing concluded that he
must have experienced trackers familiar with the territory, men loyal
to the United States rather than Mexican political factions. He first tried
to hire expatriot American cowboys and soldiers of fortune who lived
in Chihuahua. Toulmin described this motley collection of potential
guides as "halfbreeds, ranch bosses, adventurers who had fought either
against or with Villa, gun-fighters, gamblers-the remnants of the old
Indian frontier."? Some of these men proved mildly helpful to the
Punitive Expedition, but for the most part, they lacked sufficient knowledge of the terrain and people to unlock the secret of Villa's whereabouts. One of these guides, Guy Hartman (alias Guy Johnson), received
high praise from the officers of the Seventh Cavalry, that is until he
was arrested for having jumped bond in Arkansas for liquor sales
fraud. 8
4. Haldeen Braddy, Pershing's Mission in Mexico (El Paso: Texas Western Press, 1966),
9; Robert Bruce Johnson, "The Punitive Expedition: A Military, Diplomatic and Political
History of Pershing's Chase after Pancho Villa, 1916-1917" (doctoral dissertation, University of Southern California, 1964), 567-68; Alan Knight, The Meximn Revolution: Counterrevolution and reconstruction (Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press, 1986),
349,603n.
5. H. A. Toulmin, Jr., With Pershing in Mexico (Harrisburg, Pennsylvania: Military
Service Publishing Company, 1935), 17.
6. Frank B. Elser, "General Pershing's Mexican Campaign," Century Magazine, 99
(February 1920), 438.
7. Toulmin, With Pershing in Mexico, 21.
8. "Brave Scout Confesses He Is Moonshiner," Tucson Citizen (July 26, 1916), 1.
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In late March, Pershing requested that Indian scouts be authorized
to join his columns so that operations could proceed more smoothly.
Already much valuable time had been lost due to the poor quality of
maps, lack of first-hand intelligence gathering, and the fact that patrols
frequently had to be diverted from hot pursuits to rescue other patrols
that had become lost. Pershing drew upon his own experiences as a
young lieutenant when, during 1891, he had commanded a company
of Sioux scouts and had found them well suited to the type of unconventional warfare that now faced American troops deep inside Mexico. 9
Famed frontiersman and raconteur Buffalo Bill Cody had simultaneously issued a similar pronouncement by declaring that utilization of
airplanes and conventional cavalry to locate Villa's hiding spot "would
be like looking for a certain flea on a dog's coat. ... "10
Pershing found a receptive ear for his request in General Frederick
Funston, Commander of the Southern Military Department. From his
headquarters in San Antonio, Texas, Funston oversaw the administration of the Punitive Expedition during its initial months, and he well
recognized its unique problems of operating in such a hostile environment. Indeed, only six months earlier, Funston had made a similar
request for fifty Indian scouts and twenty bloodhounds to assist army·
patrols along the Rio Grande. This, and his further request for authorization to show no mercy for Mexicans who raided the Rio Grande
Valley, had drawn sharp rebuke from 'Secretary of War Lindley Garrison
who considered the suggestions to be barbaric. 11 But the brutal attack
upon Columbus, New Mexico and the floundering of the Punitive
Expedition had now cleared the way for more drastic action with the
approval of an Indian scouting detachment.
In this case the Army did not have to look very far to find a readymade force which was not only familiar with the terrain of northern
Mexico, but also was already mustered into military service. This was
the twenty-four member Company A of the Apache Scouts, stationed
at Fort Apacht;, Arizona, men whose ancestors had been in continuous
scouting service since 1866 when federal legislation had created the
first scouting units as special adjunct forces of the regular army. 12 While
9. Johnson, "The Punitive Expedition," 562; Donald Smythe, Guerrilla Warrior: The
Early Lifeof John J. Pershing (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1973), 241-43.
10. "Buffalo Bill Tells How to Capture Villa," Tucson Citizen (March 30, 1916), 3.
11. Charles Cumberland, "Border Raids in the Lower Rio Grande Valley-1915,"
Southwestern Historical Quarterly, 57 (January 1954), 304.
'
12. Memorandum from the Chief of Staff, March 10, 1917, Adjutant General's Office
File 1669226, National Archives and Records Service, Washington, D.C. U.S. Statutes at
Large, XIV: 333-34.
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Columbus, New Mexico after Pancho Villa's raid. Courtesy Rio Grande Historical Collections, New Mexico State University Library.

the earlier enlistees had received much military glory during the 1870s
and 1880s and had been immortalized by the sketches and stories of
Frederic Remington, the current complement of scouts spent most of
their time in the mundane tasks of herding illegal cattle off reservation
lands and delinquent Apache children into reservation schools. Unlike
soldiers of the regular army, these scouts operated in an informal manner that required little drill and allowed them to live in traditional
wickiups and wear traditional Apache clothing rather than regulation
uniforms. 13
On April 4, orders reached Captain Oliver P. M. Hazzard, commander at Fort Apache, for immediate dispatch of twenty "volunteer"
scouts to Columbus, New Mexico. The prospect for field service and
possible combat appealed to the Apaches, and all twenty-four men of
the company requested service. Among the four left behind for more
mundane duties was the elderly Peaches, a scout who had gained some
renown in the 1886 Geronimo campaign. 14 Captain Hazzard, who had
standing orders to return as soon as possible to his other duties with
13. The saga of the late nineteenth-century Apache scouts is best presented by one
of their former commanders in Britton Davis, The Truth About Geronimo (New Haven:
Yale University Press, 1929); and in another first-hand account, John G. Bourke, On the
Border with Crook (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1891).
14. Army and Navy Journal (April 1, 1916), 992; "Twenty Apaches to Be Scouts," New
York Times (March 29, 1916), 2.
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the Tenth Cavalry at Fort Apache, accompanied his scouts by railroad
car and reached Columbus two days later. There they awaited the
arrival of their horses, the issue of equipment, and the introduction to
their new commanding officer-Lieutenant James A. Shannon of the
Eleventh CavalryY
A native of Minnesota and a 1903 graduate of West Point, thirtysix-year-old First Lieutenant Shannon was already considered a very
promising cavalry officer. Winner of a number of military riding awards,
veteran of Philippine service, and a disciplined soldier, he seemed
destined for great rewards, but commanding a company of Apache
scouts hardly seemed fitting for this man who had never had any Indian
or scouting experience. Furthermore, he was a deeply religious and
somewhat introspective man, traits which might cause him problems
in comrtmnicating with the scouts who had a reputation for not welcoming strangers into their small circle. 16
When he first met the scouts at Columbus, Shannon had expected
to find "tall, lean, eagle-eyed and eagle-beaked redskins, with little or
nothing on except moccasins and a rifle belt, with probably a knife or
tomahawk fastened on somewhere... ." Instead he encountered "twenty
short, stocky, pleasant mannered individuals fully equipped in cavalry
uniform from leggins to campaign hat. Their average height was about
five feet six inches and some of them were decidedly too fat and didn't
look at all as though they could run full speed over the tops of the
Sierre Madres [Sic]."17 They hardly represented the image of a people
whom General George Crook had once called the "tigers of the human
species," for their endurance, courage and superb warrior qualities. 18
Even more disconcerting to their new commander was the scouts' initial
flurry of begging for all types of military equipment-sweaters, dustgoggles, electric flashlights and mustard plasters---even though they
had no use for these luxuries. 19 Perhaps General Pershing's faith in
this small band of Indians had been misplaced, or perhaps the leg15. Army and NavY fournal (April 8, 1916), 1032. Army and Navy Journal (April 22,
1916), 1085; "Arizona Apache Indians on Hand as Pershing Scouts," Arizona Republican
(April 7, 1916), 1.
16. Hugh S. Johnson, The Blue Eagle from Egg to Earth (Garden City: Doubleday,
Doran and Company, 1935), 26; Melbourne C. Chandler, Of Garry Owen in Glory: The
History of the Seventh United States Cavalry Regiment (Annadale, Virginia:Turnpike Press,
1960), 135-44.
17. Jam'es A.' Shannon,"With the Apache Scouts in Mexico;'" Journal of the United
States Cavalry Association, 27 (April 1917), 540.
18. George Crook, "The Apache Problem," Journal of the Military Service Institution
of the United States, 8 (1886), 2 6 9 , '
.
19. Shannon, "With the Apache Scouts," 540-42.
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endary Apaches of Geronimo's not-too-distant days had succumbed to
the deleterious effects of the reservation. Up to this point Lieutenant
Shannon was not sure.
A confrontation between officer and men finally occurred during
their first week in base camp at San Antonio de los Arenales, 300 miles
below the border, when some of the Apaches purchased illegal liquor
and quickly turned into a quarrelsome lot whose violent tempers were
aimed primarily at each other. Shannon angrily lectured the scouts
about their intolerable behavior, and he placed six of them in the guardhouse for several days. The event seemed to signal a change in their
behavior, and Shannon experienced no further problems with their
drinking. Fortunately, this initial "accommodation period" came at a
time when military operations of the Punitive Expedition had been
virtually halted as the governments of Woodrow Wilson and Venus, tiano Carranza tried to work out their differences over the future movements of the American troops. 20
Lieutenant Shannon utilized this lull to attempt a more unconventional strategy in winning the confidence of his men. Deciding that
boredom was the root cause of the drinking bouts, he requested permission to take his men on a brief hunting trip to provide fresh meat
for the camp and to see how they performed in the rugged terrain. It
was at this point that the lieutenant first came to appreciate the skills
of his Apaches. On the trail of deer and other game, the scouts did
not merely follow the tracks of their prey, a difficult task in its own
right, ,but instead relied on their knowledge of the usual habits of
wildlife to locate them. Time and again white soldiers were sent out
to hunt fresh meat and repeatedly returned with the observation that
no large game was present in the area around the base camp. Yet when
Shannon took his scouts to the same places on the same day, they
never returned without a sizable kill. Although Shannon observed that
only three of his men could be rated as excellent shots at 200 yards,
all of them demonstrated perfection in their ability to move close enough
to kill the animals at short range. 21 These were the hunting and fighting
tactics known to generations of Apaches, and these men's enlistments
in the regular army had done nothing to change the warrior'traditions
of their grandfathers.
The scouts worked well as a cohesive unit, yet each man was a
unique and interesting character. First Sergeant of the company was
Eskehnadestah, better known as Sergeant Chicken, a born leader and
20. Ibid., 542-43.
21. Ibid., 544-46; Hugh S. Johnson, The Blue Eagle, 27.
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tracker who had first enlisted in 1893 and would serve thirty-one consecutive years before retirement. Equally esteemed was Sergeant Chow
Big and his brother, Corporal Nonotolth, whom Lieutenant Shannon
considered to be two of the best hunters and most reliable men in the
outfit, and whom together served forty-eight years as scouts. Most
colorful was Hell Yet-Suey, a hereditary chief of the White Mountain
Apaches, who frequently befuddled the uninitiated with his cOJ:ltrived
ferocious look. He loved to be photographed in a menacing pose with
ViIIista prisoners, but was none-too-reliable when it came to mundane
camp-cleaning tasks. Among the most friendly was Charles Shipp, a
strong, stocky man who spoke excellent English and who had formerly
served as a tribal judge on the reservation after graduating from Haskell
Indian School in Kansas. 22
Two of the other privates held the unique distinction of having
served as scouts during the 1885-1886 operations against Geronimo.
Askeldelinney (also known as Major) had enlisted in 1879, and Deklay
had joined six years later to accompany Captain Emmet Crawford's ilIfated expedition into Sonora. During those operations, a case of mistaken identity or revenge by Mexican militia against United States
troops left Captain Crawford dead and Deklay with a lifelong bullet
scar on his jaw. Both Askeldelinney and Deklay were in their mid\
fifties when they joined Lieutenant Shannon for field service. Only
Nakay, at age sixty-three, was older and, although he had a difficult
time matching the younger men in endurance, he made no complaints
about what was expected of him. Less fortunate was Loco Jim, a scout
unmatched in his own day and one whose body was covered with
scars obtained in earlier combats, but who now lacked the stamina so
necessary to the hardships of this expedition. 23
In camp as well as in the field, Lieutenant Shannon gradually came
to have a true appreciation for the men that he now so honorably
commanded. He praised them for their cleanliness, their attentiveness
to an orderly camp, their fanatical care of their horses, and especially
their devotion to traditional Apache religious rites. They utilized the
sweat lodge almost daily to spiritually cleanse their bodies, and each
man carefully attached an eagle feather into the woven braids of his
long black hair. Each also carried several sacred totems in the pockets
22. Shan.non, "With the Apache Scouts," 554-55; "Apaches Eager to Hit Villa's Trail,"
Indian ~chool Journal, 16 (May 1916), 489; H. B. Wharfield, Apache Indian Scouts (El Cajon,
California: n.p., 1964), 86-100.
23. Shannon, "With the Apache Scouts," 554-55; ·Wharfield, Apache Indian Seoul89-94.

58

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1991

of his· khaki uniform, objects whose power was known only to the
owner and whose secret was to be shared with no other individual. 24
On May 4, 1916, the scouts finally received permission to resume
reconnaissance duties. Intelligence reports indicated that approximately 200 Villistas under Cruz Dominguez, Julio Acosta and Antonio
Angel, were camped at Ojos Azules Ranch, forty-five miles south of
the San Antonio de los Arenales base camp. The Villistas had just
defeated a Carranzista force under Major Lopez who now requested
American help in protecting the nearby town of Cusihuiriachic. Major
Robert L. Howze hastily assembled six troops of 11th Cavalry, a machine gun troop, a pack train loaded with three days rations, and the
Apache scouts who fanned out as an advance guard for the main
column, a force totaling approximately 290 men. Upon reaching Major
Lopez' position, he found that the Carranzista commander was no
longer willing to cooperate in the pursuit, nor was he willing to provide
guides for the column. After hiring an American doctor and a Mexican
doctor at Cusihuiriachic to lead him to the ranch, Major Howze continued the night march in an effort to achieve total surprise the next
morning. 25 Exactly a month earlier he had been forced to give up a
pursuit of Villa himself due to a lack of Apache scouts to follow the
trail, but now Howze sensed that the trap was closing with the aid of
the Apaches and the two civilian guides. 2.6
At sunrise the next morning, the combined formation prepared
the attack by first sending the scouts on a flanking movement to take
the high ground behind the ranch buildings and thus cut off the natural
avenue of escape. A direct frontal assault on the three fortress-like
. adobe structures and several outbuildings made sense only if the element of surprise could be achieved, because heavily armed marksmen
firing down from the rooftops could command the complete field of
fire while simultaneously concealing themselves. Howze ordered one
cavalry troop to attack the ranch buildings along a direct line while
receiving covering fire from the machine guns. The remaining five
troops would attack to the left and right of the buildings as they tried
to panic the Villistas by enveloping them in a pincer-like movement.
The well-conceived plan came unraveled because of delays in po24. Shannon, "With the Apache Scouts," 536; "Apaches Eager to Hit Villa's Trail,"
489; Army and Navy Journal (April 8, 1916), 1032.
25. Frank Vandiver, Black Jack: The Life and Times of John f. Pershing (2 vols., College
Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1977), 2: 641-42; Shannon, "With the Apache
Scouts," 547; Toulmin, With Pershing in Mexico, 81-83.
26. Frank Tompkins, Chasing Villa: The Story Behind the Story of Pershing's Expedition
into Mexico (Harrisburg, Pennsylvania: Military Service Publishing Co., 1934), 158-59.
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sitioning the soldiers. Immediately upon the crackling of rifle shots
from inside the fortress, Lieutenant Shannon rushed his Apaches forward to gain the high ground, but his men took cover and began firing
from an ineffective distance of 900 yards. No initial exhortation by their
commander could convince the scouts to continue their advance, as
they chose to fight in the traditiorially effective ambush style that placed
caution before foolhardiness. Two other troops found their way blocked
by a barbed wire fence, and the main advance waited a bit too long
for a blast from the bugle. Despite all of the problems associated with
the charge, pure courage and spontaneity carried the day as scouts
and soldiers alike resumed the attack on their own initiative. The main
part of the battle was over within twenty minutes and the results were
clearly one-sided. While sixty-one Villistas were killed and approximately seventy captured, none of the Americans were even wounded,
despite the close nature of much of the fighting. 27
During the interrogation process, some of the scouts made their
presence known by intimidating the prisoners. They mimicked the
actions of Sergeant Eskehnadestah who, a day earlier, had greeted
Major Lopez' delegation of Carranzista officers by walking along the
reviewing line, menacingly fingering the trigger of his rifle, and muttering "Heap much Mexican, shoot 'em all." Although the threat was
an idle one made in jest, it reflected a deep-seated Apache hatred
toward all Mexican soldiers that reached far back into the nineteenth
century-a hatred which now made no distinction between Carranzistas and Villistas. But the threat was not wasted on the Villistas at
Ojos Azules, some of whom admitted that fighting against the feared
Apaches was an unnerving experience. Even more frightening was the
presence of Hell Yet-Suey whose "face was almost black, his eyes bloodshot, and the lower lids hung down .. ." so that when he approached
a prisoner with his dust goggles in place and his menacing grimace,
"it was a hardy Mexican who did not nearly die of fright."28
As military events go, the cavalry fight at Ojos Azules was of little
tactical consequence except for raising the morale of American soldiers.
Yet Pershing wired Funston that it was "a brilliant piece of work."29 If
Major Howze was displeased about the scouts~ caution during the early
phases of the combat, he did not record any disparaging comments in
27. Lt. S. M. Williams, "The Cavalry Fight at Ojos Azules," Journal of the United
States Cavalry Association, 27 (January 1917), 405-8; Toulmin, With Pershing in Mexico, 8788; Shannon, "With the Apache Scouts," 547-48.
28. Toulmin, With Pershing in Mexico, 85-87.
29. Vandiver, Black Jack, 642.
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his field reports. Instead, he retained confidence in their fighting and
tracking ability, and continued to utilize their services with various
patrols.
On June I, Lieutenant Shannon and his Apaches encountered
three dozen Villistas near Las Varas Pass, forty miles southwest of
Namiquipa. After tracking this group for almost a week, they charged
the Villistas, killing one man and wounding another. Shannon gave all
the credit to his scouts and Mexican guide Jesus Velasquez for the
success of this pursuit, an operation which also yielded approximately
one hundred rifles and eleven machine guns in a nearby cave. 30
The Ojos Azules and Las Varas Pass battles did not go unnoticed
in Mexico City, even though the casualties had been entirely Villistas.
On June 28, I9I6~ Mexico's representative to the United States, Eliseo
Arredondo, sent a harsh note to Secretary of State Lansing contending
that Pershing's officers had arrested some three hundred peaceful residents of La Cruz and had subjected them to maltreatment before
releasing them. More stinging were the charges that Lieutenant Shannon's Apache scouts had committed horrible atrocities against Mexican
citizens ever since their arrival in Chihuahua. 31 Lansing immediately
requested a report from the War Department about these "fiendish
acts" which had been alleged only in the most general of terms. Pershing responded that these rumors had persisted for some time, but that
investigations showed them to be nothing more than the propaganda
harangues of Carranzista soldiers to inflame the citizenry against Americans. 32
General Pershing's findings have satisfied historians ever since the
words were pronounced, and, indeed, no authoritative evidence exists
to refute conclusively his case. There are, however, a number of secondhand bits of evidence and unsubstantiated claims that offer a different
. view of the situation. Lieutenant George S. Patton recorded in his dia~y
that on the day after the Ojos Azules fight, Sergeant Eskehnadestah
. had brought him a note from Major Howze indicating that three prisoners and a captured sword entrusted to his protection were to be
turned over to military authorities. When Patton questioned Eskehnadestah on the whereabouts of the Villista prisoners, the sergeant
30. "Apache Scouts Still Hard on Bandit's Trail," Arizona Republican (June 4, 1916),
1; "Apache Scouts Kill Outlaw in Skirmish," New York Times (June 4, 1916), 12.
31. Eliseo Arredondo to Secretary of State, June 28, 1916, State Department File
812.00/18609, roll 54; Army and Navy Journal (July I, 1916), 1426.
32. Robert Lansing to Secretary of War, July I, 1916, State Department File 812.00/
18609, roll 54; Clarence C. Clendenen, The United States and Pancho Villa: A Study in
Unconventional Diplomacy (Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, 1961), 283.

MICHAEL L. TATE

61

responded "Him heap sick all dead~" Patton was fully convinced that
the Apache had murdered all three men. 33 Orville Beckett, a sergeant
in Troop M, Eleventh Cavalry, later explained to his son-in-law that
the Apache scouts had a reputation for not distinguishing Villistas from
non-Villistas, and that rumors persisted that they had killed several
prisoners and civilians in order to claim their horses. 34
The most damning indictment carne from Hugh S. Johnson, a man
who one day would head Franklin Roosevelt's massive National Recovery Administration, but who in 1916 was serving with the Punitive
Expedition. During that summer he spent several days with his old
West Point friend Lieutenant Shannon and the scouts in the area 'Of
Raspadura Cafton. There Shannon told him about a recent incident in
which the Apaches had spotted a Mexican encampment atop a ridge
and wanted to attack it. Discerning that the camp included only innocent woodcutters, Shannon ordered his men to continue the march,
but they temporarily defied his order and seemed ready to follow
Eskehnadestah's encouragement, "You stay here, we killum all." Only
after the officer knocked two of his scouts down with strategically
placed punches did they accede to his command. 35
On another occasion, Johnson observed that the scouts probably
exceeded orders when assigned to track down the Mexicans who kept
cutting the Signal Corps telegraph wire-the only'effective means of
communication across hundreds of miles of desert wasteland. Upon
locating a cut, the Apaches picked up a trail that was not discernible
to the other soldiers since there were no obvious horse or human tracks.
They followed the "invisible trail" for twelve miles without wavering
in any direction, until they carne upon an isolated adobe jacal. Despite
protests from the frightened owner, they entered and found the missing wire, a pair of pliers, three rifles and two hundred rounds of
ammunition. Without Shannon's orders, the scouts then divided into
teams and headed in several different directions. Although the Mexican
government subsequently lodged a formal complaint that these Indians
had killed and scalped some Carranzista soldiers during this time, no
evidence was forthcoming. All wire cutting in the sector, however,
immediately ended. 36
By June 19, the Pershing Expedition had grown to a force of 11,635
33. Vernon L Williams, "Lt. George S. Patton, Jr. and the American Army," Military
History of Texas and the Southwest 17 (1982), 67-68.
34. Robert Bruce Johnson, "The Punitive Expedition," 668n.
35. Hugh S. Johnson, The Blue Eagle, 26-27.
36. Hugh S. Johnson, The Blue Eagle, 27.
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regular soldiers, with the majority being garrison troops rather than
the quick-strike cavalry that had initially be~n called into action. Even
though these infantry troops were needed to guard camps, towns and
communication lines, Carranza correctly perceived that the new level
of occupation was less an attempt to apprehend Villa than an effort. to
protect American property in Chihuahua and to exert pressure on new
taxing of foreign oil and mining interests envisioned in the proposed
Mexican constitution. 37
Most disturbing of the new developments were Carranza's orders
to his trusted commander in Chihuahua, General Jacinto B. Trevino,
to resist any movements of the Punitive Expedition except those in a
northerly direction toward the border. Pershing responded with caution by instructing his patrols to avoid conflict with Carranzistas, but
if attacked they were to inflict as much damage on the Carranzistas as
possible. 38 The threat of full-scale war between the two nations now
hung in the balance and observers speculated that a single event could
trigger the conflagration that neither government really wanted. The
battle that ultimately threatened to produce wider war occurred on
June 21, when Captain Charles T. Boyd was fired upon by a larger
group of Carranzista soldiers and civilians at the village of Carrizal.
The bloody action was precipitated by local Mexican commanders rather
than on orders from the Carranza government or military staff, but
before the day was done, Captain Boyd and twelve of his Tenth Cavalrymen had been killed, ten wounded, and twenty-four captured.
Casualties were even higher on the other side of the battleline, and
calls for revenge mounted. Fortunately, both governments were quick
to seek a diplomatic settlement, and the results of those negotiations
had a major impact on the Apache scouts and other troops of the
Punitive Expedition. 39
Following the Carrizal crisis, American soldiers abandoned a number of their isolated outposts, ended the most far-ranging of cavalry
patrols, and consolidated their positions along a line from their headquarters at Colonia Dublan to the New Mexican border. In keeping
with the spirit of the new orders, the scouts were assigned to a camp
37. This critical argument about the changing nature of the Punitive Expedition is
presented more fully in Michael L. Tate, "Pershing's Punitive Expedition: Pursuer of
Bandits or Presidential Panacea?" Americas: A Quarterly Review of Inter-American Cultural
History, 32 (July 1975), 46-71.
38. J. B. Trevino to Pershing, June 16, 1916, in Fabela, Documentos. Vol. 12, part I,
369-71; Clendenen, U.S. and Villa, 277-78.
39. Herbert Malloy Mason, Jr., The Great Pursuit (New York: Random House, 1970),
205-18.
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at El Valle, from which they conducted routine reconnaissances and
short marches. While there would be no further contact with Villista
or Carranzista troops, the Apaches spent a significant amount of their
remaining seven months of Mexican service tracking down American
deserters. In one such venture they were sent after three soldiers who
had disappeared a full day earlier without leaving any apparent trail.
Quickly the Apaches located the "invisible trail" based on the mere
evidence that a fast moving horse had stumbled in a prairie dog hole
and a piece of cactus had been broken off in a certain fashion. The
scouts moved so quickly and without noise or talking, that within
twenty-four hours they had caught up with the AWOL soldiers. The
accompanying officer, Lieutenant Whitside of the Fifth Cavalry, had
not worked with the scouts before, but he trusted Sergeant Eskehnadestah's judgment that the soldiers had headed north rather than toward the south where Whitside had spotted riders through his field
glasses. Eskehnadestah proved correct and the deserters were apprehended on the second day. 40
.
In the midst of the endless weeks of monotonous camp duty,
General Pershing invited the scouts to present a series of dances for
the soldiers stationed at Colonia Dubhin. Lieutenant Shannon found
that his men eagerly accepted this chance to demonstrate their dancing
talents and to celebrate their warrior traditions. After riding all day
and night from El Valle, thirty miles away, the scouts arrived at headquarters on the morning of September 11, ritualistically purified themselves, outfitted themselves in traditional garb, and entered the enclosure
made by the estimated crowd of one thousand soldiers. Fourteen of
the scouts served as singers, led by soloist and drummer Hell Yet-Suey,
and five danced, including Eskehnadestah who assumed the lead role
of the clown-like ghost figure. All the dancers were masked, and their
small headgear,'carved from wood and inset with small mirrors, flashed
sunlight in all directions. The event was greeted with such applause
that the dance was repeated ten times, and, in its later stages, it was
made even more spectacular by lightning flashes in the distance. 41
After an hour of festivities, the celebration ended even though the
Apaches showed every indication that they wished to continue. Despite the public nature of the ceremony, the scouts answered no questions about the symbolism of the dance or the costumes, because to
40. Shannon, "With the Apache Scouts," 551-54.
41. "Weird Ghost Dance Is Given for Gen. Pershing in Mexico," Tucson Citizen (September 13, 1916), 4; "Pershing Didn't See Ghost Dance in Its True Form," Tucson Citizen
(September 23, 1916), 10.
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do so would defile the spiritual power of the moment. Although the
Apaches had long been dubbed "Pershing's Pets" by soldiers, this
appears to be one of the few times that the general was in direct contact
with the scouts that he had so ardently recruited. Perhaps their dances
now reminded him of his own early military career when, as a lieutenant, he had been stationed in the Southwest at the end of the
Geronimo campaign of 1886. Possibly he had witnessed this or similar
Apache dances in that last fleeting moment of the Indian Wars that
now seemed so long ago. 42
_
The decision to limit the scouts' role during the late summer and
fall rested upon the need to placate the Carranza government rather
than on any commander's dissatisfaction with the Apaches' performance. On the contrary, Major Howze, Colonel Toulmin, Major Frank
Tompkins, Captain John Tillson, Jr., Lieutenant William Scott, and Lieutenant H. B. Wharfield independently stated their conviction that, with
earlier maximum usage of the scouts, Villa probably would h~ve been
apprehended. 43 Lieutenant Shannon echoed the sentiment that the
capture could have been effected during late March if the Apaches "had
been with Howze's column during its dash to the Durango line," and
"I haven't the slightest doubt that if they had been put on the trail,
they would have been able to follow it to the end."44
In late December, Shannon was reassigned and he reluctantly left
the Apaches who had been his constant companions for nine months.
His replacement, Lieutenant Joe Viner, had been chosen for the difficult
assignment by Major Howze who saw in him a streak of independence
and a courage already proven in several skirmishes with Villistas. Viner,
a 1913 graduate of West Point, seemed to get along well with the scouts
even though he was with them for less than two months and had to
lead them during the most monotonous and frustrating days of the
entire campaign. 45
Viner had been the commander only a short time when the War
Department instructed that the scouts would have to surrender all the
booty that they had collected in Chihuahua. At the conclusion of the
Ojos Azules fight, each scout had rounded up several horses from the
Villista remuda and had also confiscated saddles, bridles, rifles, and
42. Donald Smythe, Guerrilla Warrior, 14'-20, 264.
43. Toulmin, With Pershing in Mexico, 88; H. B. Wharfield, With Scouts and Cavalry
at Fort Apache (Tucson: Pioneers' Historical Society, 1965), 3, 20; H. B. Wharfield, 10th
Cavalry and Border'Fights (EI Cajon, California: n.p., 1%5),94.
44. Shannon, "With the Apache Scouts," 539-40.
45. Heath Twichell, Jr., Allen: The Biogrpahy of an Army Officer, 1859-1930 (New
Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1974), 187-93.
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blankets. In their minds these were the rightful prizes of war, and they
expected to take the riches of battle home once they were released
from service. They had worked several weeks with the saddle-sore and
emaciated horses to restore their strength, and had turned them into
pretty fair mounts. Orders to leave the horses and equipment at Colonia
Dublan were met with little outward show of anger, but the scouts
were certainly upset by what they considered a treacherous act. Apparently they were allowed to keep only the elastic arm bands taken
from captured Villistas at Ojos Azules. 46
By December of 1916, it was quite clear that the Punitive Expedition
would soon end its occupation of northern Mexico. Villa's raiders had
been driven from the United States border for the moment, so President
Wilson could end the troubled venture on a positive note. Yet the
president was guided more by his pragmatic recognition that further
military operations would only lead to greater Mexican resentment at
. the very time that the United States needed to turn its full attention
to the European War. He also well understood the' physical difficulty
of occupying northern Mexico for the sake of achieving a short-term
political goal. As 'early as 1914, Secretary of War Lindley M. Garrison
had glumly estimated that it would require at least fourteen divisions,
or 350,000 soldiers, to occupy the inhospitable region, and the estimate
had grown steadily since that initial prediction. It was now clearly time
to come home. 47
Among the last units to return to Columbus, New Mexico with
General Pershing on February 5, 1917 was the contingent of twenty
Apache scouts. They joined the large crowd which witnessed the commanding general mount the viewing stand and briefly address his men
on a job well done. Amid his farewell remarks to the dusty troops, the
band played "When Johnny Comes Marching Home," and military
aircraft flew overhead. The following day Pershing set out to receive
a hero's welcome in EIPaso, complete with a field artillery salute of
thirteen guns and a parade by elements of the Eighth Cavalry.48 Three
days later he received notice that the state legislature of New Mexico
had authorized a gold medal in his honor for the excellent service of
the Punitive Expedition, and he traveled to Santa Fe on February 27
46. Shannon, "With the Apache Scouts," 548; Robert Bruce Johnson, "The Punitive
Expedition," 574; Wharfield, With Scouts and Cavalry, 18.
47. Katz, "Pancho Villa," 130.
48. "The American Force Moves Northward," Tucson Citizen (January 29, 1917), 3;
"General Pershing and Force Back on American Soil," Tucson Citizen (February 5, 1917),
9; "Pershing Receives a Great Ovation," Tucson Citizen (February 6, 1917), 1.
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Fort Apache Medical Officer Dr. Robert McLeod and three Apache scouts from
Pershing's Expedition (winter 1918). Courtesy Mrs. Gordon Brelsford (daughter of Dr. McLeod), Tyler, Texas.

to receive the award and additional testimonials from citizens throughout the Southwest. 49
Across the border in Arizona, the scouts returned to the station
at Fort Apache. Their homecoming paled in comparison with the public
celebrations for Pershing and the regular regiments, but the men were
glad to be home and they were joyously received by their own families.
When their new commander, Lieutenant H. B. Wharfield, arrived at
Fort Apache in January of 1918, he found them to be in good spirits
and quite proud of their service in the Punitive Expedition. Otherwise,
little had changed as they settled back into the more routine duties of
patroling the reservation, escorting supply wagons, and tracking occasional military deserters. They resisted new military orders to move
into frame houses and continued to live in their separate camp of
traditional wickiups. Likewise, they refused to adhere to strict military
49. "New Mexico Votes Pershing Gold Medal," Tucson Citizen (February 9, 1917), 1;
"Pershing Accepts New Mexico Invitation," Tucson Citizen (February 12, 1917), 3.
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dress codes while on duty, as each man introduced his own distinctive
items to the standard khaki issue. ButWharfield was a realist who
knew that treating these men with rigid military discipline would not
only anger them, but would also lessen their effectiveness as soldiers.
Like lieutenants Shannon and Viner before him, Wharfield marveled
at the Apaches' tracking ability and their willingness to suffer extreme
privation in achieving a goal. He also praised them as good family men
and proper role models for other Indians on the reservation. 50
All of the scouts who had participated in the Punitive Expedition
remained in service until at least 1920, and most reenlisted for additional terms. Charles Bones retired in 1932 'and opened a small restaurant four miles southwest of Fort Apache where all meals were priced
at twenty-five cents. Despite a brisk trade, his charity to less fortunate
Indians soon bankrupted him. Charles Shipp resigned in 1922 and
subsequently was reappointed a tribal judge. In 1923, he and two other
petitioners represented the White Mountain Apac!'tes in a formal complaint to Commissioner of Indian Affairs Charles Burke. With the aid
of Representative Carl Hayden and Senator Ralph H. Cameron', they
gained federal compensation for reservation lands fraudulently taken
by white men. C. F. Billy died in service during 1920, a man much
mourned by soldiers stationed at Fort Apache despite his unwillingness
to speak anything but the Apache language and his continued strict
adherence to traditional customs. Chow Big retired in 1929 after thirty
years of service, and died in 1957, exactly thirty-one years after his
brother Nonotolth had died while still on active duty. 51
Two of the other older scouts of the Punitive Expedition also stretched
their military careers beyond the World War I era. Deklay remained in
service until 1929, and died in 1957 at age ninety-four. Askeldelinney
(Major) stayed on active duty until 1925, and died eleven years later.
Jesse Palmer, one of the two educated members of the Punitive Expedition, prolonged his service until January of 1923, became the main
interpreter at Fort Apache, handled much of the company paper work,
and supervised the purchase of supplies. But the most fabled of all the
scouts continued to be Eskehnadestah, still popularly referred to as
Sergeant Chicken. Lieutenant Wharfield achieved an "excellent relationship" with this man and listened to his advice on all matters relating
50. Wharfield, With Scouts and Cavalry, 7, 17-18, 23-26, 28-34, 55-58; Wharfield,
Apache Indian Scouts, 85-86.
51. Wharfield, Apache Indian Scouts, 31, 87-92; H. B. Wharfield, Alchesay: Scout with
General Crook, Sierra Blanca Apache Chief, Friend of Fort Apache Whites, Counselor to Indian
Agents (EI Cajon, California: n.p., 1969), 46-48.
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to the Apache camp. He enjoyed their many private conversations and
especially their hunts in the White Mountains. The only dissenting
voice to the respected image of this Apache sergeant came two years
later from Lieutenant George B. Rodney who never forgave him for
getting drunk while on a search for a little lost girl at Fort Apache.
When Eskehnadestah died at Whiteriver agency hospital in 1955, the
eighty-year-old leader of the Fort Apache Indian community left behind
two sons, six daughters, twenty-seven grandchildren and two great
grandchildren. He was buried in the agency cemetery. 52
The three white officers who had served with the Apache scouts
during the era of the Punitive Expedition were not to be forgotten
either. Shannon rose to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel during World
War I, and received the Distinguished Service Cross and the French
Croix de Guerre. While commanding the 112th Infantry, 42nd (Rainbow) Division, he was killed on October 7, 1918 near the French village
of Chatel Chehery. Lieutenant Viner married General Henry Allen's
daughter, taught mathematics at West Point, and volunteered for field
service after the United States. entered World War I. As a major, he
commanded an American tank battalion in the Meuse-Argonne offensive of September 1918. 53 Lieutenant Wharfield attained the rank of
Colonel and later wrote two accounts of the Apache scouts that he had
commanded in 1918. These two booklets, along with Shannon's original articles published in Journal of the United States Cavalry Association,
provide the only intensely personal glimpses of the scouts and their
private lives.
In October of 1922, the War Department's General Orders No. 42
deactivated Fort Apache as a military installation and transferred its
properties to the Interior Department. This action caused hardships
among some of the scouts because they were given only two options,
either retire from active service or transfer 180 miles southward to Fort
Huachuca. Despite the fact that they would have to move away from
kinsmen and friends, all the scouts except John Cody, Ka-Gethe, Jesse
Palmer and Tea Square relocated to the new post and reenlisted for
additional tours of duty. Three of the vacant positions were filled during the following year with the enlistments of privates Andrew Paxon,
Joe Kessay, and William Major, the latter two being the sons of scouts
Pinintiney and Askeldelinney who were already in service. After 1924,
52. Wharfield, Apache Indian Scouts, 86-97; George B. Rodney, As a Cavalryman Remembers (Caldwell, Idaho: Caxton Printers, 1944), 187-90.
53. Wharfield, Apache Indian Scouts, 70n; Hugh S. Johnson, The Blue Eagle, 28; Twichell, Allen, 180-208.
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Company A, Apache scouts at time of Pershing Punitive Expedition, 1916.
First Sergeant Eskehnadestah (Chicken) stands at right side of formation. Courtesy of Robert S. Thomas and Inez V. Allen, The Mexican Punitive Expedition
Under Brigadier General John J. Pershing (Washington, D.C.: War Histories Division, 1954).

no new enlistments were allowed for this special unit, and within the
decade, deaths and retirements reduced the unit to only eight men. 54
During its economizing drive of 1928, the War Department considered disbanding the Apache scout detachment, but the commanding
general of the Eighth Corps area successfully recommended its continuation because the scouts were still the most suitable force for tracking the remote terrain of Arizona's southern border. Throughout the
1920s and 1930s, they patrolled the military reservation's vast boundaries, repaired fences, herded ranchers' stray cattle, cut trails, guarded
against fires, served as game wardens, guided newcomers through the
area, assisted the post carpenter, and hunted lost tourists and AWOL
soldiers. Although the duties hardly raised the excitement to the level
of the 1916 Punitive Expedition, the scouts seemed content with their
lives in the twilight years of the detachment. When John P. CIum,
celebrated frontier newspaper editor and former Apache agent of the
1870s, inquired about the scouts in 1928, commanding officer Captain
54. Wharfield, Apache Indian Scouts, 101-2; Mary Margaret Huntington, "Last of the
Scouts," Westways, 39 (November 1947), 12;-Cornelius C. Smith, Jr., Fort Huachuca: The
Story of a Frontier Post (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1977), 265-66.
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Donald C. Hawley reported them in good spirits, good health, and
attentive to their duties. But he also predicted that they soon would
be phased out of existence. 55
That day finally carne in August of 1947 when Fort Huachuca
commander Colonel William L. Roberts held a parade and review for
the last four scouts still in service-Sinew L. Riley, Ivan Antonio, Joe
Kessay, and William Major. Although none of these men had served
in the Punitive Expedition of 1916, they had been mustered while many
of the old veterans were still active in the unit, and they undoubtedly
had heard countless tales of that one brief moment of glory in Mexico
which Sergeant Eskehnadestah had once characterized as "Him damn
fine fight."56 A few years earlier, Sergeant Sinew Riley, addressing the
soldiers at Fort Huachuca, had expressed his own heartfelt sentiments
about the passing of this unique organization whose history stretched
back to the 1860s:
We are the last of the Army's Indian scouts. In a few years we
shall be gone to join our comrades in the great hunting grounds
beyond the sunset, for our need is no more. There we shall always
remain very proud of our Indian people and of the United States
Army, for we were truly the first Americans, and you in the Army
are now our warriors. To you who will keep the Army's campfire
bright, we extend our hands, and to you we will our fighting
hearts. 57
Perhaps most people saw the passing of Company A, Apache
Scouts as merely a curiosity, an anachronism left over from a bygone
era which no longer had any relevance. But to the Apache people, its
memory has remained strong even today because it represents a thread
of continuity to a treasured past. The death of Julius Colelay in January
of 1988 reminds us that this tradition extends for over a century, from
General George Crook's enlistment of Apache scouts to our own time.
Colelay, who had served in the scout unit from 1923 to 1929, was buried
55. Arthur Woodward, "The Apache Scouts," Masterkey, 9 (July 1935), 127; Fairfax
Downey and J. N. Jacobsen, Jr., The Red Bluecoats (Fort Collins, Colorado: Old Army
Press, 1973), 171-72; John P. Clum, "The San Carlos Apache Police," New Mexico Historical
Review, 5 (January 1930), 91.
56. Huntington, "Last of the Scouts," 12-13; Army and Navy Journal (May 20, 1916),
1232.
57. Quoted in Smith, Fort Huachuca, 275. A good account of the last years of the
scouts is found in Rita Doerner, "Sinew Riley, Apache Scout," Journal of Arizona History,
14 (Winter 1973), 271-80.
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with full military honors at Fort Apache Military Cemetery. 58 His death
came almost exactly seventy-one years after General Pershing had paid
his final respects to his "Pets" from the review stand at Columbus,
New Mexico.
From their initial recruitment in 1866 to their final mustering out
in 1947, the Apache scouts served honorably as special units of the
United States Army. During the 1870s and 1880s, their numbers on
active duty reached several hundred and they represented over half
of the complement of all Indian scouts allowed by Congress. Yet their
service was only a beginning point for Indian enlistment in the regular
army. During World War I, 6,500 Indians served in the Army, 1,000 in
the Navy, and 500 in other service positions, a higher percentage of
voluntary participation than any other American group, despite the
fact that a majority of Indian men were exempt from the draft. Their
valiant war record likewise helped pave the way for Indian citizenship
acts in 1919 and 1924. This encouraged even greater participation during World War II when over 25,000 Indian men and women volunteered
or were drafted, and 40,000 others traveled to cities to work in wartime
industries. 59
By 1981, any lingering doubts about the performance of Indian
soldiers had dissipated, and the Marine Corps enlisted an all-Navajo
platoon of forty-nine members without eliciting any criticism. 60 The
creation of this all-Indian unit stood as proud testimony to the generations of Native Americans who had served their country on the farflung battlefields from the Meuse-Argonne to Iwo Jima, and from Inchon to Khe Sanh. The Apache scouts who had made their marks
during the frontier era and Pershing's Punitive Expedition were the
precursors of those better known native soldiers who would follow
them into the military ranks. It is a sad fact, however, that few of those
successors would understand or fully appreciate the proud service
record of the scouts who had preceded them.

58: "Last of the Apache Scouts," American West, 25 (June 1988), 38.
59. Michael L. Tate, "From Scout to Doughboy: The National Debate over Integrating
American Indians into the Military, 1891-1918," Western Historical Quarterly, 17 (October
1986), 417-37.
60. Omaha World-Herald, August 6, 1981.
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When "Tokyo Rose" Came to
Albuquerque
LESTER STRONG

Hello you fighting orphans in the Pacific. How's tricks? This is
after her weekend Annie back on the air strictly under union hours.
Reception O.K.? Well, it better be because this is all request night
and I've got a pretty nice program for my favorite little familythe wandering boneheads of the Pacific Islands. This first request
is made by none other than the Boss and guess what. He wants
Bonnie Baker and "My Resistance Is Low." My what taste you have
sir, she said. 1
Greetings, everybody. How are my victims this evening? All ready
for a vicious assault on your morale. 2
Lester Strong received a graduate degree in philosophy from the New School for
Social Research in New York City. He lives in New York, where he is a ~riter and editor.
1. Taken from the transcript of an August 14, 1944, Radio Tokyo broadcast, as quoted
in Masayo Duus, Tokyo Rose: Orphan of the Pacific, trans. Peter Duus (Tokyo: Kodansha
InternationaL 1979), 184. Note that "Tokyo Rose"was the name given by allied armed'
forces personnel to female announcers (there were more than one) who broadcast over
Radio Tokyo. In the broadcasts themselves, the names "Ann" or "Orphan Ann" were
used. A slightly different version of the same broadcast is given in Chapter 15, "Japanese
Overseas Broadcasting: A Personal View," by Namikawa Ryo, in K. R. M. Short, ed.,
Film & Radio Pr()paganda in World War II (London: Croom Helm, 1983), 325. In this version
the words "after her weekend Ann" are placed in quotation marks, clarifying an otherwise
grammatically ambiguous phrase.
2. Duus, Tokyo Rose, 185.
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D?le and Lena Strong, late summer 1941. Photo courtesy of the author.
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"Greetings, everybody. How are my victims this evening?" The
picture of American soldiers or sailors listening to broadcasts by Tokyo
Rose intended to undermine their fighting spirit is one of the cliches
in our thinking about the battles against the Japanese in the Pacific
during World War II. Indeed, how many novels or movies about that
war contain just such a scene?
Yet there was also a different kind of American audience during
World War II interested in a different kind of Japanese radio broadcast:
the families of prisoners of war captured in the course of the Pacific
fighting, listening for news of those prisoners which the Japanese usually transmitted over shortwave radio in the form of brief messages
allegedly written by the prisoners themselves. Such messages have not.
been portrayed in films and are seldom mentioned in books dealing
with the Pacific war theater. Nevertheless, they were important enough
to the Japanese that Radio Tokyo devoted several programs to their
broadcast-"Zero Hour," "The Postman Calls," and "Humanity"Calls,"
are three mentioned in the small amount of literature on the sllbjectand hundreds, if not thousands, of them were transmitted in the· course
of the war, not only to the United States, but to Canada, Australia,
and even Great Britain. 3
.*..:.
The purpose of the messages? Ostensibly they were broad<;:ast for
altruistic, humanitarian reasons, to give families back home "iiews of
their men who 'are 'fortunate enough to be prisoners of.theJ~panese
people,'" as one commentator quotes the Japanese explanation. 4 The
more important reason, however, was to counter Allied claims that the

l

3. All three programs and the genesis of each are described in "Zero Hour" in Duus,

Tokyo Rose, 64-96, 76-78, 82-83; "Humanity Calls," 85; and "The Postman Calls," 85 and
91. "Zero Hour" was the prototype of the other two, and is also discussed in History
Compilation Room, Radio & TV Culture Research Institute, ed., 50 Years of Japanese
Broadcasting (Tokyo: Nippon Hoso Kyokai, 1977), 100-102, and in Short, Film & Radio
Propaganda, 324-27, and 333. "Humanity Calls" and "The Postman Calls" are described
in E. Bartlett Kerr, Surrender. and Survival: The Experience of American POWs in the Pacific
1941-1945 (New York: William Morrow and Company, 1985), 189-90. Prisoner-of-war
messages are discussed in some detail in L. D. Meo, Japan's Radio War on·Australia, 19411945 (Carlton, Victoria, Australia: Melbourne University Press, 1968), 161-71. (Meo also
mentions "Zero Hour" on pp. 34, 115, and 149, and "The Postman Calls"-mistitled
"Postman Calling"-on pp. 163-64.) In addition, some prisoner-of-war memoirs mention
the writing of messages for broadcast: for example, John S. Coleman, Jr., Bataan and
Beyond: Memories of an American POW (College Station: Texas A&M University Press,
1978), 137, and A. B. Feuer, ed., Bilibid Diary: The Secret Notebooks of Commander Thomas
Hayes, POW, the Philippines, 1942-45 (Hamden, Connecticut: Shoe String Press, 1987),
139, 140, 162, and the typed model for messages reproduced in the photos included
between pp. 34 and 35.
4. Meo, Japan's Radio War, 231.
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Japanese were badly mistreating the military POWs and civilian internees under their control by means of reassuring words from the prisoners themselves. 5
This is relevant to New Mexico, of course, because so many New
Mexicans were taken prisoner by the Japanese early in the war following the American surrender of the Bataan peninsula in the Philippines
to Japanese forces on April 10, 1942. And it is relevant to one New
Mexico couple in particular-Dale and Lena Strong, of Albuquerque. 6
Like so many New Mexico men, Dale was one of those Americans
captured on Bataan, and like so many New Mexico women, Lena was
one of those wives waiting back home for word about her husband.
The confirmation that these men continued to survive their imprisonment arrived via infrequent postcards bearing pretyped messages
that the POWs were occasionally allowed to mail home. Lena, however,
happened to be one of the select number of Americans who received
a prisoner-of-war message purporting to tell her a bit more. In late
November 1944, messages from around the Pacific and the United
States began arriving in her mail telling her of a letter beamed over
Radio Tokyo to her on November 22. The author of the letter was
reported to be her husband, Dale.?
The official U.S. government announcement regarding that broadcast was sent to Lena by Western Union telegram from Washington,
D.C., on November 24, 1944, and read as follows:

5. Ibid., 161.
6. Dale and Lena are the author's parents. Married in 1941, they had two childrenthe author and another son named Howard.,--after the war. They were divorced in 1958.
Dale subsequently remarried and moved to Memphis, Tennessee, where he died in
September 1983. Lena stilI lives in Albuquerque. For the scholarly purposes of this paper,
both Dale and Lena are referred to by their first·names throughout.
7. There were eleven messages in all, including six letters, two postcards, a radiogram, a government telegram, and even a 78-rpm recording of the actual broadcast.
The letters were from Mrs. W. L. McKie, Sacramento, California (who states that the
message was broadcast on "The Postman Calls"); C. L. Graff, U.s. Navy, aboard the
U. S. S. Denver somewhere in the Pacific; A. O. Esse, EI Monte, California; Alton Williams,
Shawnee, Oklahoma; Fred V. Napoleone, U.s'. Army Engineers, stationed on the Ledo
Road, Burma (originally from Santa Fe, which, he writes, is why he took a special interest
in the message); and Mrs. Neva H. Newman, San GarbrieI, California. The postcards
were from Ann Hussey, Los Angeles, California, and Sam Mollicoat, Altadena, California.
The radiogram was from Robert C. Bigham, U.S. Navy, aboard ship somewhere in the
South Pacific. The government telegram was from the Provost Marshal's office in Washington, D.C. The recording was from Mr. and Mrs. B. O. South, San Francisco, California
(collection of messages hereafter cited as Accounts of Broadcast). All are included in the
private collection of the author.
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MRS LENA STRONG-702 EAST CENTRAL ALBQFOLLOWING ENEMY PROPAGANDA BROADCAST FROM JAPAN HAS BEEN
INTERCEPTED QUOTE HI THERE DARLING I AM DELIGHED [sic] TO BE ABLE
TO WRITE YOU A LETTER MY THOUGHTS ARE WITH YOU ALWAYS I THINK
A LOT OF THE HAPPY PAST THE NIGHTS WE WENT OUT AND THE TIMES
WE (WHILED?) AWAY DURING OUR COURTSHIP I AM LOOKING FORWARD
TO AN EVEN MORE HAPPY FUTURE TELL ALICE TO SEND ME A PICTURE
OF MY NIECE AND NEHPEW [sic] TELL ALTHEA AHD [sic] HER HUSBAND
ALSO ELEANOR AND HER HUSBAND HELLO· FOR ME TELL EARL I HOPE
THE BIKE SHOP IS DOING OK I HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DO SOME STUDYING
THAT MIGHT HELP IN THE FUTURE I AM SURE YOU WILL GET A THRILL AS
I KNOW I WILL (AS SENT-EDITOR) [sic] INVEST MY MONEY AS YOU SEE
FIT HOLD EVERYTHING AND KEEP PRAYING FOR THE DAY WE WILL BE ABLE
HOLD EVERYTHING AGAIN AND REMEMBER YOU ARE MY SUNSHINE
GOODBYE AND LOVE FOREVER YOUR DALE H STRONG UNQUOTE THIS
BROADCAST SUPPLEMENTS ALL PREVIOUS REPORTS STOPLERCH PROVOST MARSHALL [sic] GENE~L. .

This "message" with its optimistic tone was certainly reassuring"
and it even referred to people and events Lena could identify as relating
to Dale and her. But was it an accurate reflection of Dale's situation,
or merely "enemy propaganda," as the U.S. government telegram stated?
Indeed, was it actually composed by Dale?
In the books that discuss POW messages, their authenticity has
been debated, and most researchers conclude that for the most part
the prisoners did actually write them. 8 Dale, however, does not seem
to have been among that number. After the war, as one of the lucky
American defenders of Bataan to survive imprisonment and return
home, he consistently denied any role in writing his "message" or any
knowledge of how it was prepa.red, and there is documentary evidence
backing up his claim. 9
That evidence takes the form of several letters from Albuquerque
mailed to him in the summer of 1943, which his Japanese captors turned
over to him in a bundle on March 27, 1944. Dale kept those letters
through the remainder of the war and returned home with them when
8. See especially Meo, Japan's Radio War, 165, 239-45. That many prisoners actually
did write messages is established by the descriptions of doing so noted in the POW
memoirs cited preViously. Neither the Meo book nor any other reference the author was
able to locate mention whether prisoners were questioned after the war by authorities
or researchers about the authenticity of the messages broadcast in their names.
9. Telephone interview with Lena Strong, December 7, 1988.
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he was repatriated to the United States in the fall of 1945. A close
examination of their contents, revealing as it does an almost word-forword correspondence between the POW "message" and various phrases
and sentiments expressed in the letters, points to only one conclusion:
The "message" from Dale was fabricated by Japanese propagandists,
based on information about him and his American life that they could
only have gleaned from the letters themselves as they passed through
Japanese hands before being turned over to him in March 1944. IO
But if the "message" was merely Japanese propaganda, what reality
did it conceal? What was Dale's true state of mind during his years as
a prisoner of war? Under what conditions did he live? Fortunately
there is also documentary evidence providing answers to these questions. That evidence takes the form of a secret diary Dale kept from
April I, 1944, through August 16, 1945 (the day after Japan surrendered), written on the backs of the letters mailed to him in the summer
of 1943Y The letters (all but one of which were from Lena) with Dale's
diary entries on their back sides, and a fairly short memoir by Dale
10. A detailed examination of the corresponding elements in the letters and the
broadcast is beyond the scope of this article. It will suffice to mention two examples:
First, near the beginning of the broadcast appear the words "I think a lot of the happy
past the nights we went out and the times we (whiled?) away during our courtship."
And note the following (quoted later in this article) from Lena's July 5, 1943, letter to
Dale: "Whenever I sit in the swing on the front porch, I always think about the many
evenings we whiled away there when we were courting." Second, the broadcast also
says, "Tell Earl I hope the bike shop is doing OK." Earl and Lela Sumner (see the letters
from Lena quoted later in this article) were close friends of Lena and Dale. Earl owned
a barber shop, which Dale could not help knowing. But in the only letter from Albuquerque turned over to Dale by the Japanese in March 1944 which was not from Lena,
Earl had written, "My shop is duying [sic] better then [sic] it was.... Ive [sic] been
buying bikes and selling them and make a little money.... Lena bought one...."
There is no mention at all of Earl's barber shop in the letter (nor in any of Lena's) and
the impression that he ran a bike shop is strengthened by Lena's July 12, 1943, letter to
Dale, in which she writes that she has sent him a picture of herself with her bicycle (also
see letters from Lena quoted later in this article).
Proving the message was a fabrication is not difficult. Explaining why the Japanese
went to the trouble of fabricating it-especially in light of the evidence mentioned above
indicating the many authentic POW messages they had to broadcast-is much more
difficult. Indeed, it is probably impossible, short of a major find in some Japanese archive
of World War II papers elucidating their motives. Such a find is in itself highly unlikely,
given the wholesale destruction of documents by Japanese officials at the end of the
war; see Arnold C. Brackman, The Other Nuremberg: The Untold Story of the Tokyo War
Crimes Trials (New York: William Morrow and Company, 1987), 40-42.
11. Dale Strong, "My Reminiscence," August 5, 1959 (handwritten manuscript, Author's collection), 74-75. Dale had to keep it secret. Diaries by prisoners were illegal, a
fact noted forcefully by Lynn Z. Bloom in her introduction to Natalie Crouter, Forbidden
Diary: A Record of Wartime Internment, 1941-1945 (New York: Burt Franklin & Company,
1989), xii.
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written after the war in a brief attempt to recount his wartime experiences in book form, all still exist, as do the mailed accounts of his
POW "message."12 This article will study those sources, along with
tapes and written notes from several personal and telephone interviews
with Lena, in order to reconstruct an accurate picture of the circumstances behind that "message." What emerges is a unique glimpse into
World War II events, different from those usually offered in books on
tne subject-and a story likely to evoke memories in more than a few
New Mexico families.
Dale's wartime story begins in June 1941, when he was assigned
to Kirtland Base as a member of the Army Air Corps. Unlike most of
the men from New Mexico eventually posted to the Philippines, he
was not a member of the New Mexico National Guard unit that became
the 200th Coast Artillery nor even a native New Mexican, but an en~
listee from Mississippi in the nascent U.S. Air Force and a member of
the 19th Bombardment Group that would be assigned with the 200th
Coast Artillery to the Philippines in the autumn of 1941.
In June 1941, Kirtland Base was itself nascent-building there had
begun only the previous January, and the initial facilities were not
completed until August. 13 Army personnel stationed at Kirtland, therefore, had to find housing in Albuquerque. Dale moved into a rooming
house at 120 South Walter. There he met Lena, already a resident at
that address because its location-one block east of Edith Boulevard
and two long blocks south of Grand Avenue-was convenient to Longfellow School, where she was then teaching second grade. After a
12. The mailed accounts of the message and a copy of most of the typed memoir
were kepfby Lena, who turned them over to the author after Dale's death in 1983.
Another portion of the typed memoir was located by Robbie Morrison, a niece of Dale
who lived near him and who sent it to the author shortly before the death of Dale's
second wife in 1988. The letters from Lena and the war diary had a more curious history:
In the late 195Os, just before Dale's divorce from Lena; he contacted the Journalism
Department at the University of New Mexico, seeking help to turn his war memoirs
into a book. A student, Richard French, agreed to type and-from the evidence supplied
by the typescripts-to edit the handwritten notes for the book Dale was producing from
the wartime documents. Dale's divorce and events in Richard French's own life brought
an end to the collaboration. Dale, however, did not retrieve all the papers in Mr. French's
possession, which included the handwritten memoir, and the letters-and diary. In 1988,
when the author was looking through the additional portion of the typed memoir located
by Robbie Morrison, he found a 1959 letter from Mr. French to Dale which gave a
University of New Mexico postal address. Through the university alumni office, the
author was able to contact Mr. French, who, amazingly enough, still had the missing
material. Both Robbie Morrison and Mr. French have the author's-and indeed the entire
Strong family's-gratitude for preserving and returning the documents in their hands.
13. Air Force Special Weapons Center and Kirtland A.F.B. (Baton Rouge: Army & Navy
Publishing Company, Inc., 1956), "History" section (pages not numbered).
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"whirlwind romance" during the summer of 1941, the two drove up
to Santa Fe on September 10 and were married. Three weeks later to
the day, Dale was sent overseas. 14
It was to be over four years before they would see each other
again. A short chronology of this period places the events discussed
in this article in their proper sequence:
October 1941: Dale arrives at Clark Field, north of Manila on Luzon Island in the Philippines.
December 8, 1941: Japan attacks American forces in the Philippines.
April 1942: Surrender of Bataan to Japanese forces; Dale takes part
in the Death March up the Batilan peninsula to the internment
camp for American and Filipino soldiers established by the
Japanese at Camp O'Donnell in northern Luzon Island.
By September 1942: Dale officially acknowledged as "missing in
action" (i.e., no report of his death by American military or
Japanese); whereabouts unknown.
June 22, 1943: Lena receives word from U.S. War Department that
Dale is still alive.
July I, 1943: First of Lena's letters to Dale; total number of such
letters written unknown, but thirteen in this series, the last
dated September 9, 1943, and one letter from a family friend
named Earl Sumner were eventually turned over to Dale by
the Japanese authorities and survived the war.
March 27, 1944: Dale receives letters written the previous summer
in one bundle.
April 1, 1944: Dale begins war diary on backs of letters; diary
continues one day beyond Japanese surrender on August IS,
1945.
August 1944: Dale transported from the Philippines to Japan.
November 22, 1944: The Japanese broadcast a letter over Radio
Tokyo purportedly from Dale to Lena; Lena receives accounts
of this broadcast from all over the Pacific and the United States.
August IS, 1945: Japanese surrender.
September 1945: Dale repatriated to the United States. IS
14. Interviews with Lena Strong, June 24, 1983, and February 5, 1989.
15. The sources for this chronology are: Kerr, Surrender and Survival; Stanley L. Falk,
Balaan: The March of Dealh (New York: Jove Publications, 1984); Dale Strong, "War Diary,
April 1, 1944-August 16, 1945" (manuscript, Author's collection); Dale Strong, "My
Reminiscence"; Adjutant General's Office to Lena Strong, September 11,1942; Adjutant
General's Office to Lena Strong, telegram, June 22, 1943, Author's collection; Lena Strong,
"Letters to Her Husband, July 1, 1943-September 9, 1943" (manuscript, Author's collection); Accounts of Broadcast.
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Dale's diary fills in the details of that chronology, telling the story
of how he actually lived during the war years. And not only is it written
on the back sides of letters from Lena, it is composed in the form of
an extended letter to her-a reply, as it were, to her own account of
the'life in Albuquerque he was unable to share. But before turning to
the diary, it is important to get some flavor of the family, friends, and
activities from which Dale was separated, a flavor best conveyed by
quoting direCtly from the letters Lena wrote.
On June 25, 1943, three days after being notified that Dale was
still alive, Lena received instructions from the government about communicating with prisoners of war. That circular read in part:
CORRESPONDENCE Under terms of the Geneva Convention, officially reported prisoners of war are permitted to correspond with
friends and relatives. There is no limitation on the number of letters
which may be sent them, postage free, by relatives and friends,
but all communications should be brief and strictly of a personal
nature, and if possible typewritten or in block letters. 16

The letters from Lena that Dale eventually received are all typewritten and relatively brief at half a page or so in length, Moreover,
their contents are strictly personal.
The opening lines' of her first letter, dated July 1, 1943, read:
My darling husband,
I am so glad I can write to you again. There are many things I'd
like to write but so little I can say. Darling, I've thought about you
constantly, wondering how you are and where you are....
The words convey both her relief at finding out Dale is still alive and
her frustration at how little she really knows about his current circumstances. The thread of this concern runs throughout her letters, but
for the most part their tone is chatty and light-hearted-an attempt,
doubtless, to raise the morale of both of them. A sampling from the
letters conveys the tone very well:
... this is vacation but I am staying in Albuquerque for the summer... , I spent most of last summer with your folks .... I imagine Robbie and Bill'fDale's niece and nephew] have grown so much
since I've been there that I'd hardly know them. , .. You always
told me I'd be crazy about Alice, well, I really am. I think you have
16, Office of the Provost Marshal General, "Information Circular" (Washington,

D.C: Prisoners of War Information Bureau), no. 10,

82

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1991

Lena with bicycle from Earl's "bike" ~hop, summer 1943. This photograph was
sent to Dale with the packet of letters that he received in March 1944. Courtesy
of the author.

a grand sister.... Earl and Lela [close friends of Dale and Lena]
... have been grand to me. I have dinner with them every
Sunday.... (July 1)
Thelma [Lena's older sister], Lela, Earl and I had a picnic lunch
in the zoo park this noon. The ice tea really did hit the spot as it
has been pretty warm.... Eliesa [Lena's younger sister] ... was
married June 12.... Whenever I sit in the swing on the front
porch, I always think about the many evenings we whiled away
there when we were courting. How nice it would be to hear your
voice over the phone. Remember, "Hi, there...." (July 5)
I'm making a couple of summer dresses which will be nice and
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cool. ... I have a pretty good picture of myself with the bicycle
so am sending you one in this letter.... 17 (July 12)
Had a nice letter from your sister Alice this week. All your family
is OK.
I sent Eliesa and Walt a nice wool blanket for a wedding
present
(July 31)
I start working a week from today, am still at Longfellow School
and still have the same grade. I get a 10% raise starting Sept. 1
which will be a big help. By the way, honey, I sent a copy of the
marriage license in a long time ago. I have always received the
allotment regularly and I save all of that and some of mine too so
we'll have something when you get back.... (August 23)
I've been in the harness for a week now. Have 26 youngsters in
my room.... We registered the children Wednesday morning and
that afternoon some of the student teachers were down from the
University.... (September 4)
Lena does voice one complaint over and over, however, starting
with her first letter on July 1 and continuing through nearly the last
of them. She states it most eloquently, perhaps, in her letter of August
21: "I am so in hopes that I will get a card or letter from you but nothing
so far. So many have been coming through lately. I never sit down on
the front porch but what I don't think of you, honey."
Then, on September 9, she is able to write: "Received your card
with your signature day before yesterday.... Honestly, honey, I was
so glad to get it, it's been so long since I heard from you."
What Lena had received was one of the cards that the Japanese
occasionally allowed paws to mail home during the course of the war. IS
Labeled "IMPERIAL JAPANESE ARMY," they contained preprinted messages and enough space near the bottom of the message side for a few
personal words from the prisoner. Line 1 of the card Lena had received
gives a me:tiling address for Dale-Philippine Military Prison Camp No.
lO-C (all the cards Lena received have this address and must have been
mailed before Dale's transfer to Japan)-but does not specify its loca17. The original photo survived the war. Lena's message on the front read, "To my
darling" and she signed it "Lena." On the back she wrote, "This is me." Dale added the
following on th~'back: "Received March 27 1944 Won't Be long I hope Honey you are
the Grandest woman I've ever known. PFC Dale H Strong."
18. Six of an undetermined total number that he sent arrived in Albuquerque and
are still extant. Dates for receipt of those---in Lena's handwriting; there are no other
dates on them, so when they were written is not clear-are September 7,1943; December
7, 1943; December 10, 1943; December 11, 1943; August 19, 1944; and January 22, 1945.
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One of the Imperial Japanese Army postcards Dale sent to Lena, address side.
Note the U.s. censor's mark, in the lower left-hand corner. The box just to its
left is the Japanese censor's mark, where the three characters running top to
bottom, far left, give the name of the prison camp, the seven characters to
their right state that the military prison camp examination has been completed,
and the character stamped in the oval below gives the family name (Tobe,
pronounced Tow-bay) of the actual censor. The Japanese characters at the top
are a translation of the French words above them, while those at the left identify
the card as a postal service card. Translations courtesy of Yukie Abe, Japanese
student at Long Island University, Brooklyn; Albert Scott, Serials Division,
Columbia University Libraries; and Alexander Brown, C. V. Starr East Asian
Library, Columbia University Libraries. Courtesy of the author.

tion. Line 2 states that Dale's health is "excellent," line 3 that he is "not
under treatment," and line 4 that he is "improving" (contradicting the
"excellent" health assertion of line 2). Line 5 allows space for listing
any personal business the card's recipient should take care of, but is
left blank on the card from Dale. Line 6 states: "Please notify my parents
that I am well. Hoping you are the same." And finally, line 7 asks Lena
to give Dale's best regards to "all our friends."
Thus the personal message from Dale, on line 6, contains only
thirteen words. It is reassuring, of course, but not highly informative.
And it is certainly not very accurate-writing personal messages subject to Japanese scrutiny was obviously no inducement to tell the uncensored truth. (The longest such message, forty-four words on a card
Lena received December 11, 1943, was almost as uninformative and
inaccurate.) The real mess,age to Lena, it turns out (not surprisingly),
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Imperial Japanese Army postcard mailed by Dale, message side. Courtesy of
the author.

was contained in Dale's secret diary, to which this article now turns,
and the words there tell a very different story.
.In the first place, they locate Philippine Military Prison Camp No.
lO-C very precisely-the old Clark Field north of Manila on Luzon
Island, which Dale had fought to defend from the Japanese in the early
days of the war. As a prisoner, he and many other American soldiers
were back, rebuilding and enlarging for Japanese use the very air strips
the Japanese had bombed in their air raids of December 1941.
In the second place, they describe Dale's health problems as being
much worse than anything hinted. at on the officially sanctioned Imperial Japanese Army postcards. In his first diary entry (April 1) he
notes that he has just recovered from a four-day bout with fever. On
April 23 he writes: "I had 14 aJ:tacks of tropical malaria over a period
of 18 months[.]" And on September 19 he reports having suffered from
beriberi.
Malaria and beriberi-one disease associated with the tropics, the
other with malnutrition and a vitamin 8 1 deficiency, and both the result
of prison camp conditions. For example, there was the work, which
was onerous: "We are building a runway on the airfield and the dust
and heat is [sic] really a k~ler" (April 1).19 "Walk a long ways to work
19. Quotations from Dale's diary are edited for punctuation where necessary, with
the added' punctuation marks placed in bracket~. Misspellings, grammatical mistakes,
and eccentric capitalization have been left unaltered for the most part, to preserve the
sense of pressure and fatigue the original document conveys.
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early and later;] really get tired" (June 5). And there was the food, or
rather the lack of it, and its poor quality:
They cut our chow again this week[;] you would be surprised to
know what we live on[.] 1 had about a 1/2 cup full of very thin
[word indecipherable] soup for noon and a cup full of steamed
rice. This rice is very dirty and full of worms and weevils but it
doesn't kill uS so 1 guess I should be thankful. No spices or flavoring either but we are so hungry all [the] time it actually tastes
good.
Later in the same April 23 entry he writes: "Damn I'm hungry.... An
empty stomach is sure a discouraging thing and a person thats [sic]
never been thru it just can't realize what it means to run out of food
and have no place at all to get anymore [sic]." His July 20 entry reads
food very scarcer;] am skin and bones and very weak yet
in part:
they make us try and work. Can't think of anything but food ...."
As Dale notes early on in his journal: "We have had some rough
days and none that were too good. The outstanding good ones of course
[were] when we received Red cross [sic] food and supplies ... and
your [Lena's] dear letters and Xmas Box" (April 1). But such food and
supplies-----even medical supplies--from the outside were seldom allowed into the camp by the Japanese. By late August 1944, he reports
in his September 19 entry, food was so scarce that 200 out of 600
prisoners in his group were seriously ill, and after his transfer to Japan,
he himself weighed in at a mere 105 pounds.
Malnourished, overworked, often ill, Dale's main "leisure time"
activities while working on runways for the Japanese were reading and
an obsessive planning for the future. 2o He writes in his first diary entry
(April 1) about the return to Clark Field after the Bataan surrender:
If • • •

The prisoners here by luck aquired [sic] a large part of the post
Library so we have had some fair reading.... I have read all the
novels available worthwhile and have studied Mechanics, Physics,
Classic Science, Literature, Politics and economics. I have been
through one college book of Physics and one of economics and
have an advanced book 1938 The Promises Men Live By (Harry
Schurman)....

20. Dale also reports physical brutality used against prisoners by Japanese guards,
but none against him personally.
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In later entries he also mentions reading a Dale Carnegie book (April
23) and Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations and Kenneth Roberts' novel
Oliver Wiswell (May 22).
As for his planning, near the beginning of the diary he writes: "I
have plans drawn up for us a small house [sic] and am trying to work
out a personal economy for assured security" (April 1). On a typed
sheet included with the notes for his intended book of memoirs (but
not written out in the diary itself) he goes into more detail:
Things I'm going to own when I get home (September 16, 1943):
1. An automobile
2. Part ownership of a modern home
3. Living room, dining, bedroom, kitchen furniture
4. Domestic rugs, radio, electric iron and electric refrigerator
5. Food equal to the best service
6. Silk stockings and underwear, etc. for my wife and daughter
(if any)
7. Diamond engagement ring, wedding ring, wrist watch for my
wife
8. Haircut every 2 weeks, finger wave for wife
9. Nationally used soap and toothpaste (Best)
10. Laundry hired done or sent out
11. Movies once a week," trip in car once a week
12. One daily newspaper, two weekly magazines, one monthly
13. My wife shall not need to work if she doesn't desire to
14." Planned savings and safe investment of savings
15. Insurance of $5000
16. Medical and dental care
In his April 1 diary entry he notes about one friend, a Rufus Whiteman
of Gallup:
We are making a few plans. You "like roughing it in a nice way
[and] so does his fiancee. So after we return if they get hitched
and there is no objections [sic] we have planned to build a lodge
about 16 miles above Albuquerque on the west side of the river
on his mother['s] place there. He and I have been roughing it now
for two years the oriental way and we intend to really have a swell
camp[;] it won't cost much either. Indeed it will be our honeymoon
if its [sic] not put off too long.
And on April 12 he says about another friend, Ace Gilbert, who is a
professional golfer: "I help him with his plans and he makes suggestions about mine."
Undoubtedly the reading and planning were ways Dale used to

88

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1991

remove himself psychologically from an extremely unpleasant and uncertain situation. Then, in late August, he found himself removed
physically from Clark Field, as a member of one of the POW contingents
shipped to Japan.
The trip itself aboard a Japanese freighter was nightmarish. In his
September 19 diary entry he writes:
The conditions on there was the awfullist [sic] experience I've ever
been thru [surely a remarkable statement for a survivor of the
Bataan Death March][.] We were crowded into a space 60 by 80
feet which allowed each man about a 18 inch square for baggage
and himself and there we stayed[,] no port holes[;] the hatch half
open was all the air we got. [O]ne q:uart of water a day and so
sweltering hot we could hardly Breathe.... When a man did
collapse they would drag him on deck until he revived[.] [T]he
surprising thing to me is no one died[.] We arrived at Moji about
the 6th [of September 1944] [and] had a 40 hour train ride under
very crowded conditions. Are now at Yokohama. Farmed out 150
of us to a steel mill. 21
In Japan itself, it was still malnutrition, illness, and long days of hard,
exhausting labor. Diary entries from his first few months there do
record periods when food was more plentiful. Moreover, his postwar
memoirs make clear that when he was eventually shifted from working
in the steel mill to' a carpenter's shop, both his living and working
conditions improved. 22 But the tropical heat and illnesses of the Philippines were now replaced by the bitter cold and discomfort of Japan's
winter weather as the months wore on. Even worse, the war was
closing in on Japan's home islands. As the general situation there grew
more desperate, so did the plight of the paws. Gone from the diary
is any mention of books read, and Dale's planning for a future with
Lena is replaced by comments such as the following: "I love you but
you seem farther and farther away and like a good dream I once had"
(December 3).
21. See Kerr, Surrender and Survival, 195-237, for a general overview of POW experiences aboard what came to be called the "Hell ships" or "Death ships." More detailed
and horrifying personal reminiscences by participants than anything Dale writes about
are contained in E. B. Miller, Bataan Uncensored (Long Prairie, Minnesota: The Hart
Publications, 1949), 253-63; Coleman, Bataan and Beyond, 104-9; and especially Manny
Lawton, Some Survived (Chapel Hill: Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, 1984), 113-210.
Former POWs from New Mexico also discuss their experiences in the PBS Intercom
documentary Memories of Hell, KNME-TV, Albuquerque, 1982.
22. Strong, "My Reminiscence" (handwritten version), 80.
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As the war moved into 1945, several of Dale's diary entries record
U.S. bombing raids over Japan and their effects:
The railroads here are shot and bombed to hell[.] I don't see how
they can hoid out much longer[....] Nimitz raided here for two
days[s] with naval planes [and] shot hell out of everything around
here[;] found several Bullets around[;] one came'thru the roof[;]
soldiers took over as guards yesterday instead of civilians (M£!.rch
16, 1945).
The Japs are very poor now. There is [sic] large devastated areas
in their cities and they are putting more and more in their army
every day. Some time they are going to run out of manpower (June
14, 1945).
The diary also records his physical condition and his reflections on it:
My legs are very weak and I get more despondent every day (June
14, 1945).
Foodis still scarce [and]] am taking Beri-Beri again. I am convinced
that if the war doesn't end and move us from this place by winter
time 50% of us here wont [sic] live thru it. It gets so cold here and
there is no way to keep warm[;] our resistance is so low that the
least disease will kill us (July 19, 1945).
By the summer of 1945, of course,. the war was close to an end,
and Dale had already recorded in his diary entry of May 21 unconfirmed
rumors that Germany had surrendered. But by June 14 he himself had
been moved again, this time north to a small town named Ashio, where
he and other POWs were working in a copper smelter, and the war
for him seemed to drag on as always:
... its [sic] Bad to be here knowing all the world is at peace but
this miserable small bit of it.... Long for peace and freedom and
you [but] seems it will never come[.] [S]urely if they beat Germany
the democracys [sic] can make these folks throw in [the towe1.] I
can't see what the hold up is when 1 think of how powerful the
U.S. must be now (June 14).
Then finally, on August 16, he is able to write in his diary: "Well, honey
... We have not been officially notified[.] But the war is over. I think
that the order to cease firing came at noon Aug. 15."
The war was over, even for Dale and his fellow prisoners of war.
And August 16 also marks the end of his diary-"a continual moan
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and groan I know but such is a P.O.W.s [sic] life as well as I can record
it," as he comments in the final sentence.
Technically Dale was no longer a prisoner, but it would be a few
weeks before the confusion was sorted out. Dale's postwar memoirs
and a few other documents round out this account.
On August 16 the paws at Dale's camp spelled the word "POW"
with plaster shingles in the main yard of the compound; naval planes
spotted it, and dropped cases of K rations and cigarettes. The air drops
continued for over two weeks, with the Japanese themselves supplying
extra food, a radio, and even medicine in the form of typhoid shots.
Then on September 2, after listening to the formal surrender ceremonies
over the radio, the prisoners' ranking officer demanded from the Japanese that two trains be sent up from Tokyo to evacuate the camp. The
trains actually arrived the morning of September 4, and by late afternoon of the same day Dale's group had arrived in Yokohama. The next
day the ex-prisoners were flown in groups to Okinawa, where the
Army had set up a large temporary camp to process paws. After ten
days or so of medical exams and treatment there, the really serious
medical cases were flown directly to the United States, while those
more fit (including Dale) were sent on to the Philippines until space
could be found for them on transport ships for the voyage home. 23
On October 9, Lena received the following telegram from Washington, D. c.: "THE SECRETARY OF WAR HAS ASKED ME TO INFORM YOU THAT
YOUR HUSBAND CORPORAL DALE H STRONG HAS BEEN EVACUATED TO UNITED
STATES TWENTY THREE SEPTEMBER AND HE WILL BE GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY
TO COMMUNICATE WITH YOU UPON ARRIVAL IF HE HAS NOT ALREADY DONE
50-EDWARD F WITSELL ACTING THE ADJUTANT GENERAL." And

on October
17 she received the following telegram from San Francisco: "ANY OB-

JECTIONS HONEYMOON IN MIAMI COMPLIMENTS AIR CORPS? ARRIVED TODAY
BE HERE WEEK OR SO, WIRE ME LEITERMAN GENERAL HOSPITAL WARD 3DALE. ,,24

Lena had already secured unlimited time off work. 25 As Dale writes
on the last page of his postwar memoirs: "1 arrived in 'Frisco sometime
in October[.] My wife flew out to meet me but arrived a day after we
did."26 There was to be no honeymoon in Miami, as it turned out-the
end of the war did not automatically eliminate all restrictions on trans-

23. Strong, "My Reminiscence" (handwritten version), 100-108.
24. Both telegrams in Author's collection.
25. RCA land-to-ship radiogram sent by Lena to Dale, October 4, 1945 (Author's
collection).
26. Strong, "My Reminiscence" (handwritten version), 108.
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The Strong family at home in Albuquerque, February 1952. Left to right, Howard, Dale, Lester (author), and Lena. Courtesy of the author.
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portation and accommodations. 27 But Dale and Lena did not need
Miami to celebrate: With their reunion in San Francisco in mid-October
1945, the long separation was over and their life together could at last
begin.
It would be pleasant if all war stories could end as happily as
Dale's and Lena's apparently did. Unfortunately, not even their story
continued so happily. Despite the starting of a family and the buying
of a comfortable home in Albuquerque-indeed, despite the acquisition
of nearly all the "things I'm going to own when I get home" that Dale
had noted on his wartime list ofSeptember 16, 1943-marital harmony
after their reunion eluded them.
According to Lena, the war changed Dale totally: his physical
health was broken, and he became irrational and impulsive in much
of his behavior, out of which developed a pattern of binge drinking. 28
The Armed Forces doctors who examined him upon his return to New
Mexico told Lena that "in civilian life he would probably never get any
place because of his health," and urged her to encourage him to remain
in the military which, no matter what happened, "would always understand."29 So stay in the military he did. But he had also become
restless, unable to settle down in one location for very long. Albuquerque was his legal address, but in between stints at Kirtland Base,
he had himself stationed to other locations: Lincoln, Nebraska, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, McGuire Air Force Base in New Jersey, even
occupied Japan. Lena refused to move with him, returning to work
with the Albuquerque Public Schools in the fall of 1948, after the birth
of their second child. By 1958 the strains between them were simply
too great, and they divorced.
Dale's and Lena's marriage was, in a sense, a byproduct of World
War II, and it was in the end definitely also a war casualty. One is
reminded of the sentence quoted earlier from Dale's December 3, 1944,
diary entry: "1 love you, but you seem farther" and farther away and
like a good dream I once had[.]" For thousands of New Mexico men
and their families, World War II spent as a Japanese POW was a bad
dream whose nightmarish qualities never quite faded away. The story
of Dale and Lena provides its own unique documentation of that nightmare-and its own unique footnote to a not unimportant chapter in
New Mexico history.
27. Telephone interview with Lena Strong, May 21, 1990.
28. Interview with Lena Strong, June 24, 1983.
29. Included with Dale's papers is a typed-out copy of a June 19, 1950, Newsweek
article confirming this medical assessment. Under the title "War's Damaged Goods," a
doctor who was himself a former prisoner is quoted as saying: "Speaking for Jap POW's,
it is my opinion that those who have survived are not desirable insurance risks.... No
one who suffered the prolonged starvation, degradation, and physical suffering experienced by this group has been able to make a full recovery, either physical or emotional."

Revolution on the BorderA Look at Border Historiography:
A Review Essay
WILLIAM GIBBS

When those retired Texas Rangers, Gus McCrae and Woodrow Call,
ventured from Lonesome Dove across the Rio Grande, there was little .
doubt what they had in mind-to permanently borrow some livestock.
And who did they meet on their return-that cantankerous old Mexican
thief, Pedro Flores, himself coming back from a similar horsethieving
expedition to the north. Larry McMurty taps the popular interest in
Texas Rangers and affairs of the Rio Grande border to provide scenes
for his best selling, Pulitizer.Prize-winning novel, Lonesome Dove.! Numerous scholars recently have also seized upon the border scene as an
object of interest and inquiry producing a flow of new works including
Revolution on the Border, 191O~920 by Linda B. Hall and Don Coerver. 2
This flurry of scholarly interest in the U.s.-Mexican border area is
a phenomena, by and large, of the last decade, with works like that
of Hall and Coerver exhibiting a growing maturity in borderland studies. As recently as the late seventies, scholars such as Raul Fernandez
complained so little had been done on the area that he could find only
William Gibbs is professor of history at New Mexico Military Institute. He is especially interested in the relationship of race and ethnicity to foreign policy.
1. Larry McMurtry, Lonesome Dove (Simon and Schuster, 1985), 106-37.
2. Linda B. Hall, Don M. Coerver, Revolution on the Border: The United States and
Mexico, 1910-1920 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988).
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Revolution on the Border: The United States and Mexico 1910-1920. By Linda B.
Hall and Don M. Coerver. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1988. xii + 205 pp. illustrations, maps, table, notes, bibliography, index. $35.00.)
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one bibliography of border materials. 3 Oscar Martinez, one of the most
active scholars in border· studies, pointed out another shortcoming in
border historiography. He noted that there had been few significant
contributions toward developing more generalized treatments of border affairs, especially during the Mexican Revolution. 4 The emergence
of efforts at synthesis might be considered a sign of increasing maturity
in a particular scholarship. Recent efforts employing what Isaiah Berlin
identified as the "hedgehog" approach to historical analysis,S while
even in monograph form, do suggest just such a development in borderland historiography.
In its infancy as a historical subject, scholars considered the border
peripheral to the study of the region. This was especially true of those
attempts to establish the diplomatic relationship between the two countries. Fred J. Rippy and James Morton Callahan devoted a few chapters,
derived primarily from U.s. diplomatic correspondence, to tracing the
influence of border conflicts on the troubled relationship." Alberto Maria
Carreno and Luis G. Zorrilla likewise considered the border in their
diplomatic studies. 7 Other scholars such as Robert D. Gregg and Clarence C. Clendenen did devote their attention directly to the border.
The former looked at the promotion and protection of United States "
commerce and investments. The latter made use of various private
papers and military correspondence to prove that Pershing's Punitive
Expedition was not in fact a failure as had previously been maintained.
Neither Gregg nor Clendenen, hpwever, used Mexican sources.-Many,
neve~theless, continue tocite Clendenen's work despite the shortcom3. Raul A. Fernandez, United States-Mexican Border: A Political-Economic Profile (Notre
Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 1977), 150. Certainly, Charles C. Cumberland's
"The United States-Mexican Border: A Select Guide to the Literature of the Region,"
Rural Sociology. 25 (June 1960), 1-236, provides the most complete collection of earlier
materials.
4. Oscar J. Martinez, Fragments of the Mexican Revolutitm: Personal Accounts from the
Border (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1983), 9n.
,
5. Isaiah Berlin, The Hedgehog and the Fox: An essay on Tolstoy's view of history (New
. York: Simon & Schuster, n.d.).
.
6. J.. Fred Rippy, The United States and Mexico (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1926);
James Morton Callahan, American Foreign Policy in Mexican Relations (New York: Macmillan, 1932). For Rippy, see chapters 4, 5, 9, 11, 16, 17. For Callahan, see chapters 10,
11, 14.
7. Alberto Maria Carreno, La diplomacia extraordinaria entre Mexico y Estados Unidos
1789-1947 (2 vols., Mexico City: Editorial Jus, 1961); Luis G. ZorriIla, Historia de las
Relaciones entre Mexico y los Estados Unidos de America 1800-1958 (2 vols., Mexico City:
Editorial Porrua, 1965-66). For Carreno, see vol. II, chapters 14,15,16. For ZorriIla, see
volume I, first part, chapters 13, 14, 16, 17; second part, chapters 3, 4, 6; volume II,
third part, chapters 2, 3.

96

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1991

ing. 8 Studies of diplomatic relations during the Mexican Revolution
did devote more attention to border affairs. Works such as those by P.
Edward Haley, Revolution and Intervention: The Diplomacy of Taft and
Wilson, 1910-1917, and Mark Gilderhus, Diplomacy and Revolution: U.S.Mexican Relations Under Wilson and Carranza, by necessity gave greater
consideration to the border, but again in a larger context-the Mexican
Revolution and diplomatic relationships.9
Much of the historical work relating to the revolution on the border
might be classified as relative: restricted to a particular time or place,
or tied to a particular personality. At the very least, an international
border presents social, cultural, economic, political (local, state, regional, national), as well as diplomatic questions for consideration.
Sources of information can be found not only in such places as El Paso,
Austin, and Washington, D.C. but also Juarez, Chihuahua City, and
Mexico City, D.E The language problem is miniscule compared to the
complexity and confusion of certain archival systems. Therefore, specialized inquiries devoted to a limited place, time, or individual should
be expected. The following provide a few good examples of relativist
nature of historical work pertaining to the revolution: Francisco R.
Almada, La Revolucion en el estado de Chihuahua; Charles C. Cumberland,
Mexican Revolution: The Constitutionalist Years; Aguilar Camin, La frontera
nomada: Sonora y las Revoluci6n Mexicana; Linda B. Hall, Alvaro Obreg6n:
Power and Revolution in Mexico 1911-1920; Michael Meyer, Mexican Rebel:
Pascual Orozco and the Mexican Revolution, 1910-1915. 10 Borderland studies quite understandably tended to be directed at specific parts rather
than the whole. This could be considered typical of scholarly inquiry
8. Robert D. Gregg, The Influence of Border Troubles on Relations Between the United
States and Mexico 1876-1910 (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1937); Clarence C. Clendenen, Blood on the Border: The United States Army and the Mexican Irregulars (New York:
Macmillan, 1969). Also see Clarence C. Clendenen, United States and Pancho Villa: A Study
in Unconventional Diplomacy (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1961).
9.P. Edward Haley, Revolution and Intervention: The Diplomacy of Taft and Wilson with
Mexico, 1910-1917 (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1970); Mark T. Gilderhus, Diplomacy and Revolution: U.S.-Mexican Relations Under Wilson and Carranza (Tucson: University of Arizona
Press, 1977).
10. Francisco R. Almada, LA Revolucion en el estado de Chihuahua (2 vols., Mexico:
Instituto Nacional de Estudios Historicos de la Revolucion Mexicana, 1964); Charles C.
Cumberland, Mexican Revolution: The Constitutionalist Years (Austin: University of Texas
Press, 1972); Aguilar Camin, LA frontera nomada: Sonora y las Revolucion Mexicana (Mexico:
D.E: SigloVeintiuno, 1977); Linda B. Hall, Alvaro Obregon: Power and Revolution in Mexico,
1911-20 (College Station: Texas A&M Press, 1981); Michael C. Meyer, Mexican Rebel:
Pascual Orozco and the Mexican Revolution, 1910-1915 (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1972).
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into a topic during what might be characterized the adolescent stage
of historiographical development. .
.
Questions relating to immigration, drugs, and joint economic growth
make the border an object, of late, of intense international interest and
scholarly inquiry. As Alan Weisman so aptly put it, "Once the border
was a culturally contaminated strip that academics leapfrogged on their
way south to study the authentic and exotic. Now colleges regard the
clash and blend of disparate civilizations as the stuff that dissertations
are made of.."11 This burst of interest has accelerated research and publication. This is particularly true in the social sciences. Institutes like
the University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP) Center for Border Studies are
being joined by Mexican counterparts such as the Centro de Estudios
Fronterizo del Norte de Mexico at Tijuana. Reflecting greater maturity
in research and writing in this area, bibliographies, once perceived as
sadly lacking, now are appearing on the scene. BorderLine: A Bibliography
of United States-Mexican Borderlands edited by Barbara Valk and A Border
Finder compiled and .edited by Cesar Cabellero are a couple of note. 12
Amidst this tremendous growth of sociological, psychological, and
economic analysis of border conditions, two historical investigations
have emerged that seek to provide background for the problems plaguing the border region. Both also exhibit the greater maturity in borderland historical scholarship. Both have attempted to deal with the
border a bit differently: they hav~ sought to step back and with some
detachment construct through synthesis a big picture of the experience.
Both have written more generalized accounts of change on the border.
This presumes a substantial amount of specialized publication, and it
is in their efforts to pull these together to convey a general understanding that Oscar Martinez' Troublesome Border 13 and Linda B. Hall. and
Don Coerver's Revolution on the Border make the most noteworthy contribution.
Two earlier books that took a more general, "macroscopic" historical look at the border were by necessity highly interpretive pieces.
Both Frontier on the Rio Grande by John W. House and The U.S.-Mexican
Border: A Political-Economic Profile by Raul Fernandez forced the histor11. Alan Weisman, La Frontera: The United States Border with Mexico (New York:
Harcourt Brace, 1986),86.
12. Barbara Valk, BorderLine: A Bibliography of the United States-Mexican Borderlands
(Los Angeles: UCLA Latin America Center Publications, 1988); Cesar Caballero, camp.,
The Border Finder: A Border Series Bibliography (El Paso: The University of Texas, El Paso
Press, 1987).
13. Oscar J. Martinez, Troublesome Border (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1988).
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ical information into fixed social science methodological molds. 14 In the
case of the former, House used the historical data to develop a geopolitical study. Using what he called an operational model in applied
technology within a spatial habitat, he plotted the process of economic
and social change. Fernandez imposed a highly ideological economic
interpretation on the process of historical change to trace the "inevitable" operation of neocolonial exploitation along the border. 15
Martinez' recent work grows quite logically out of the earlier empirical studies, because he leans rather heavily upon social science data
ahd analysis. This is not surprising for although Martinez is trained as
a historian, he is most active in the UTEP Center for Border Studies
and is in the forefront of the development of borderland research. Like
House and Fernandez, Martinez makes no claim to making a complete
analysis. Revealing the historiographical maturity of the discipline,
Martinez makes heavy use of Mexican as well as U.S. secondary sources
to interpret topically b<;>rder history with the intention of tracing the
background of problems that confront border society today. After having defined the border from various perspectives, United States, Mexican, other world, Martinez reconstructs narratively the delimination
of the border and the primary contentious issues of the nineteenth
century. Still working within a historical context, he follows this with
a highly interpretative psychological and economical analysis of twentieth-century border conditions. Finally, to meet these problems, Martinez prescribes a recognition of "overlapping territoriality" and an
acceptance of the "doctrtne of mutual necessity."16
Like Martinez, Hall and Coerver make no claims to presenting a
comprehensive consideration, yet both provide a balanced look at the
border. While less of a synthesis than Troublesome Border, Revolution on
the Border does furnish a number of interpretive insights into the border
turmoil during its most tumultuous and widely studied era.
A logical extension of their earlier collaborative effort, Texas and
the Mexican Revolution,l? Hall and Coerver seek to examine the social
and economic effects of the revolution within the political and military
context of the frontier region. They argue that these social and economic
changes form the bases of contemporary United States-Mexican rela14. Fernandez, United States-Mexican Border.
15. John W. House, Frontier on the Rio Grande: A Political Geography of Development
and Social Deprivation (Oxford: C1arenden Press, 1982).
16. Martinez, Troublesome Border, 145.
17. Linda B. Hall and Don M. Coerver, Texas and the Mexican Revolution: A Study in
State and National Policy 1910-1920 (San Antonio: Trinity University Press, 1984).

WILLIAM GIBBS

99

tions. As the authors note, the border is a "carrier of change between
the two nations"; therefore, the interaction of border and revolution
could hardly be expected to be confined to a particular locality or region
but would impact both on the relationship of the region to the nation
at large and the relationship between nations. 18
The complexity of the border dynamics especially during a revolutionary decade mandates a topical organization. In the initial chapters, Hall and Coerver consider the political and military conditions in
the border zone. Building upon an excellent introductory chapter that
traces the root system of revolution through the Porfirato, the authors
direct attention to the growing economic dependency rather than border depradations as the primary cause of the 1910 conflagration. They
then swing from the -political and diplomatic consequences of revolution on the Texas frontier to a similar analysis of affairs along the
Arizona border line. While these border confrontations were not without their political similarities, as with the useof their respective Ranger
units, Hall and Coerver direct attention to the pacifying effect of the
"symbiotic relationship" that operated between Sonora and Arizona.
In similar fashion, the authors swing from Woodrow Wilson's repu- ,diation at Vera Cruz of William Howard Taft's "patient nonintervention" west to Pershing's Punitive Expedition in Chihuahua.
The political environment, presented in pendulum-like fashion,
provides the background for the examination of economic and social
changes of the dynamic decade. Working again from a number, of earlier
collaborative efforts, the authors sketched these economic and social
changes. Although they had to stretch the border as far north as Oklahoma and south as Vera Cruz, Hall and Coerver trace oil development
in Mexico to' the activities of such university trained,oil entrepreneurs
as Everette DeGolyer, William F. Buckley, Sr., Sam L. Kone as well as
fellow "Southwesterner" Edward L. Doheny. In contrast to the oil boom
which served to finance both the revolution and its future institutionalization, the mining industry already on the wane never would recover. Even though trade between the countries actually increased
during the war, the authors demonstrate through the effective use of
the Reports of the Commissioner General of Immigration that the social
dislocation caused by the war spurred large numbers to migrate north
to refuge across the border. Hall and Coerver further contend that this
flood tide established in the United States a foundation for a continuing
flow of refugees northward. They also maintain that the reception they
18. Ibid., 3-6.
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Linda Hall is professor of history in the University of New Mexico, and Don
M. Coerver is professor of history in Texas, Christian University. Both have
published extensively on Mexico during the Revolution.

received with its various legal proscriptions defined for future generations of immigrants the nature of their welcome.
In their wide use of the extensive literature of the border as well
as the revolution, the authors help make the case for the increasing
maturity of border studies research. Their contention that the border/
revolution dynamic significantly helped shape the relationship of the
United States and Mexico relative to migration, oil, economic interdependence, and ethnic disdain, moreover, is appreciably strengthened through their use of additional primary sources including impressive
amounts of statistics. Some of these include materials from the Archives
of the State of Sonora, the documents of the Military Intelligence Division, and oral history materials of the Trinity Border Studies Project.
The movement of the revolution west with the consideration of the
Arizona-Sonora connection also contributed significantly to a balanced

WILLIAM GIBBS

101

understanding. It focuses attention on a less well understood region
and offers in this single volume an opportunity to compare'the different
dimensions of the border conflict. As with their work on Texas and the
revolution, Hall and Coerver should be commended for their explanation of conflict, confusion, and controversy operating within the
federal system of overlapping authority.
The work does have some shortcomings that should be considered.
First, it occasionally reads like a book of essays rather than an integrated
w9rk. Certainly, a topical approach can endure this, but the account
would be strengthened through· more cross-referencing or, in other
words,' through establishing more horizontal connections between the
topical themes. In one instance when this is done, however, it does
indicate that the authors are apparently not in total agreement as to
the role of Venustiano Carranza in the operation of the Plan of San
Diego. For example, in the second chapter the text states that "it seems
likely that at least some of the raids were supported by Constitutionalist
First Chief Venustiano Caminza."19 Whereas in chapter five it states
"Carranza went so far as to launch raids into Texas under the Plan of
San Diego.... "20 Second, it is unfortunate the ~ork does not offer .:',:
more interpretive comment. There are numerous questions, possibly
of a controversial nature, that need some mention. Just what role did
the Texas Rangers play in the reprisals subsequent to the Plan of San
Diego hysteria? It is surprising that this book has more discussion of
the Arizona than the Texas Rangers. Should "Cap" Mossman be given
more consideration than real life successors of McMurtry's Gus McCrae
and Woodrow Call? What factors operated to influence Pancho Villa's
decision to attack Columbus, New Mexico? Does not Friedrich Katz'
argument that the incident was motivated by more than a mere power
struggle between two caudillos at least merit a mention?21 Does a simple
narrative account of Pershing's.departure from Mexico offer sufficient
insight into the import of the Punitive Expedition? Maybe these are
simply due to the constraints of the monograph form.
Since Professors Hall and Coerver have indicated they intend to
develop in a future work the greater ramifications of the Punitive Expedition, we might expect an answer to the last question. Both authors
19. Ibid., 23.
20. Ibid., 58.
21. Friedrich Katz, The Secret War in Mexico: Europe, the United States and the Mexican
Revolution (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1981),260-65,303-7; "Pancho Villa and
the Attack on Columbus, New Mexico," American Historical Review, 83 (February 1978),
101-30.
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are established historians and refined craftsmen who are thoroughly
familiar with the ever-growing literature in the field. Their work contributes to the increasing sophistication of border historiography. Borderland scholars, now recognized and with their own organization, as
well as Larry McMurtry, should look forward to continued fruitful
collaboration, for Hall and Coerver's work offers valuable insight into
a dynamic region, "a carrier of change."

New Directions in Frontier Military
History: A Review Essay
BRUCE J. DINGES

It is just possible that the last cavalry charge has thundered across the
literary plains and the last celluloid red man has bitten the dust. Let's
hope so. For much ofthis century, the Hollywood stereotype of flashing
sabers and blood-stained tomahawks has shaped the popular image of
the frontier army. But beginning in the 1950s and 1960s, professional
historians began to examine in a systematic way the role of the military
in the settlement of the West and to raise questions that would not
have occurred. to the screenwriters, pulp novelists, buffs, and popularizers who had dominated the field. By doing so, scholars like Robert
Athearn, Francis Paul Prucha, William H. Goetzmann, and Robert M.
Utley-superb writers all-sparked what has been called a "renaissance" in the stl,ldy of frontier military history.! Judging f~om a flurry
Bruce J.Dinges is editor of the Journal of Arizona History and director of publications
for the Arizona Historical Society. He has published extensively on the military frontier.
1. See Paul L. Hedren, "Paper Medicine Man and the Renaissance in Frontier Military
History: A Review Essay," New Mexico Historical Review, 22 (January 1987), 95-104. Paul
A. Hutton's essay on "The Frontier Army" in Roger L. Nichols, ed., American Frontier
and Western Issues: A Historiographical Review (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press,
1986), 253-74, provi'des an excellent survey of the literature, Hutton makes the' point
that "despite the long-standing interest by writers and readers in the military frontier,
it is a field of study that has not been particularly distinguished. For too longit has been
dominated by antiquarians, local historians~ and popular historians, who produced an
incredible mass of books and articles of stunningly poor quality." Ibid.,.253.
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The Military and United States Indian Pol-

icy 1865-1903. By Robert Wooster. (New
Haven, Connecticut: Yale University
Press, 1988. xiii + 268 pp. Illustrations,
maps, appendix, notes, bibliography,
index. $22.50.)

of recent books by Robert Wooster, Darlis A. Miller, Sherry L. Smith,
William Y. Chalfant, and Paul A. Carlson, the renaissance is still in full
flower.
In 1976 Prucha challenged historians to think hard and dig deep
for details to support their generalizations about the army's contributions to the development of the West. 2 Fortunately, he and others
had already laid a solid foundation 'on which to base such studies.
Prucha's own books, Broadaxe and Bayonet and The Sword of the Republic,
described the important work of soldiers as farmers, diplomats, road
builders, and explorers, and portrayed the army as the agent of empire
building. At about the same time, Robert Athearn pointed biographers
in new directions with his portrait of William Tecumseh Sherman drawn
against the broad backdrop of national expansion. William Goetzmann
broke fertile ground in his magisterial studies of the army and exploration, and earned new respectability for military history when- his
Exploration and Empire captured a Pulitzer Prize. Don Rickey rescued
the lowly enlisted man from obscurity, and William H. Leckie highlighted the accomplishments of black soldiers on the frontier. In his
two volumes in the Macmillan "Wars of the United States" series,
2. Francis Paul Prucha, in The American Military on the Frontier (Washington, D.C.:
Office of Air Force History, 1978), 176-77.
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Robert M. Utley provided a brilliant and sweeping overview of the
army's multifaceted activities in the West. 3
From these impressive beginnings, a new generation of scholars
has taken Prucha's challenge to heart, filling in gaps, exploring new
topics, questioning shopworn assumptions, and drawing novel conclusions. Robert Wooster's The Military and United States Indian Policy,
1865-1903 is a provocative example of the new historiography. In his
pointedly revisionist study, Wooster argues that during the latter half
of the nineteenth century, the military and the government conspicuously failed to formulate an overall policy for dealing with the Indians.
To prove his point, he examines the problem of Indian-military relations
within the larger context of the Gilded Age.
Students of the Indian wars have frequently suffered from a form
of myopia that has restricted their vision to a specific battle or campaign. Wooster lifts the blinders to reveal a much more complex picture
in which environment, racism, personalities, intergovernmental squabbles, and the absence of strong congressional or presidential direction
frustrated the army's efforts to influence and implement policy. "While
the goals of subjugation, removal and acculturation remained constant," he points out, "the means by which they were to be achieved
differed markedly" (p. 4).
Wooster is at his best in succinctly defining the problems that
bedeviled the frontier army. Ideally, the President might have been
expected to formulate Indian policy based upon the recommendations
of his cabinet advisors and then turn either to the Interior Department
or the War Department to carry out his directives. But whaCseems so
strikingly simple in hindsight was rarely the case in the volatile atmosphere of post-CiVil War America. Reconstruction, railroad building, labor unrest, and international disputes at various times diverted
attention and manpower from th~ frontier. A confused command struc3. Francis Paul Prucha, Broadaxe and Bayonet: The Role of the United States Army in the
Development of the Northwest, 1815-1860 (Madison: State Historical Society of Wisconsin,
1953); and The Sword of the Republic: The United States Army on the Frontier, 1783-1846 (New
York: Macmillan, 1969). Robert G. Athearn, William Tecumseh Sherman and the Settlement
of the West (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1956). William H. Goetzmann, Army
Explorations in the American West, 1803-1863 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1959);
and Exploration and Empire: The Explorer and the Scientist in the Winning of the West (New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1966). Don Rickey, Jr., Forty Miles a Dayan Beans and Hay: The
Enlisted Soldier Fighting the lndian Wars (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1963).
William H. Leckie, The Buffalo Soldiers: A Narrative of the Negro Cavalry in the West (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1967). Robert M. Utley, Frontiersmen in Blue: The United
States Army and the lndians, 1848-1865 (New York: Macmillan, 1967); and Frontier Regulars:
The United States Army and the Indians, 1866-1890 (New York: Macmillan, 1973).

106

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1991

ture that somewhat arbitrarily divided the country into geographic
divisions, departments, districts, and subdistricts, and which pitted
staff against line, compounded the army's difficulties in dealing with
the hostile tribes. Still more serious, especially after inauguration of
President Grant's "Peace Policy," was the division of responsibility
for implementation of Indian policy between the secretaries of war and
interior. In the absence of strong presidential leadership, the two cabinet offices battled incessantly for control under the watchful (some
might say meddling) eye of a rabidly partisan Congress. No wonder
that "confusion, mistrust and disinterest" (p. 216) characterized policy
making. Wooster reasonably concludes that, in a situation wherenational leaders viewed Indian affairs as a "fleeting bother" (p. 216),
"neither army officers nor government officials found it necessary to
work out comprehensive doctrines to be used in dealing with Indians"
(p. 12).
Wooster is only slightly less successful in attempting to explain
the strategic and tactical underpinnings of the Indian wars. Few will
argue with his observation that the absence of a clearly defined policy,
an unresponsive command structure, and the personal inclinations of
Generals Sherman and Sheridan placed a premium on independent
initiative by commanders in the field. Similarly, he argues conclusively
that by the 1870s successful commanders-Sheridan, Crook, and Miles,
in particular-had achieved a vague consensus on the effectiveness of
converging columns to strike Indian villages. He treads on less certain
ground, however, when he' suggests that the strategies and taCtics of
the Indian wars evolved solely as a '!haphazard"," Inconclusive response
to the distinctive conditions of the western frontiers" (p. 112) and that
the "direct connection between the Civil War and the Indian Wars ...
has been greatly exaggerated" (p. 136). If nothing else, the assertion
grievously underestimates Sherman's and Sheridan's influence on the
formulation of strategy against the western tribes. It also ignores ample
evidence that European settlers had waged total war against America's
native inhabitants since .colonial times, and that the Civil War experience was part of a general trend toward total warfare that extends
into the twentieth century.
The point, however, is relatively minor when balanced against
Wooster's larger accomplishment. Other historians, notably Utley and
Prucha, have previously advanced a number of his arguments. But,
until now, no orie has undertaken so comprehensive or critical a look
at the army's role in formulating and implementing Indian policy. And
Wooster goes a step·further. By examining the similar experiences of
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European colonial powers, particularly the British in Africa, he suggests future areas of inquiry.
Apart from its role in guarding the overland routes and protecting
settlement, the army was an important-even decisive-economic force
on the sparsely populated frontier. In his pathbreaking 1983 study,
Forts and Supply, Robert W. Frazer argued persuasively that, during the
1850s, military spending was "the single most significant factor" in the
economic development of New Mexico Territory. 4 In Soldiers and Settlers:
Military Supply in the Southwest, 1861-1885, Darlis Miller picks up the
story where Frazer left off and carries it forward to the coming of the
railroad and the end of the Indian wars. She also expands somewhat
the geographic focus to include New Mexico, Arizona, West Texas, and
southern Colorado (the old Military Department of New Mexico), "a
region that shared problems of aridity, long distances [and] Apache
warfare" (p. xiv).
.
Miller's intention is "to document the intricacies of military contracting and to assess the army's economic impact on civilian society"
(p. xiv). In the process, she goes beyond strictly military history and
in effect chronicles how the federal government stimulated private
enterprise to advance settlement of the frontier. In an age that loudly
espoused the glories of laissez-faire capitalism, military spending in
the Southwest nonetheless became the main pillar of the region's economy, pumping somewhere between $1.5 and $2 million annually into
chronically impoverished New Mexico and Arizona during the late
1860s and early 1870s.
The War Department doled out most of the largesse in the form
of supply contracts for grain and foodstuffs, forage and fuel, flour and
other commissary goods, construction, and freighting, each of which
Miller analyzes in painstaking detail. Providing both a market and
protection, the army stimulated the growth of agriculture and largescale ranching in the Southwest. Moreover, in what amounts to a precursor of the Reagan-Bush "trickle-down" theory of economic growth,
the partnership between government and civilian entrepreneurs spread
the windfall widely throughout the community, as predominantly Anglo
merchants hired or subcontracted with Anglo and Hispanic laborers.
In times of crisis, the army functioned as a'welfare agency, purchasing
small quantities of goods and produce directly from small farmers and
hiring on civilians as teamsters and laborers. As contractors prospered,
they in turn promoted community development by investing their
4. Robert W. Frazer, Forts and Supplies: The Role of the Army in the Economy of the
Southwest, 1846-1861 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1983), ix.
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profits in mines, banks, stores, and public services. By the time the
railroads arrived and the fires of the Indian wars flickered out, the
economy of the region was on a firm foundation. Then as now, defense
dollars held the keys to economic growth.
Miller's acknowledged debt to Frazer should not obscure the fact
that she has produced a monumental and original piece of scholarship
that challenges old assumptions and charts new avenues for historians
of the military and the frontier. The depth of her research alone is·
staggering; appendixes, double-column endnotes, and bibliography
comprise fully a quarter of the book's five hundred pages of text.
Inevitably, some students will question Miller's assertion that most
government contractors were honest and that the system encouraged
fairness and safeguarded against cheating. But until someone else delves
as deeply into the source materials, Miller will have the final say-and
thafis as it should be. Impressively documented, cogently argued, and
clearly written, Soldiers and Settlers is a model study that should stimulate scholars to take a closer look at the army's impact on the economies of other frontier regions.
Western historians have acknowledged for some time that frontier
settlement was a multi-ethnic and multi-cultural process. It is surprising, therefore, that until fairly recently military historians have ignored
the Indian side of the story. In this regard, Robert M. Utley's The Indian
Frontier of the American West, 1846-1890 (1984) represented a welcome
corrective by interpreting the conquest of the frontier from the dual
perspectives of Anglo-European and Native cultures. s Still, with the
notable exceptions of James Haley, Thomas Dunlay, and Joseph Porter,
scholars of the Indian wars have failed to use ethno-historical data in
their writings. 6 Perhaps the tide is turning. Two recent titles afford
excellent examples of what can be accomplished through the skillful
blending of traditional and nontraditional sources.·
Sherry L. Smith's Sagebrush Soldier: Private William Earl Smith's View
of the Sioux War of 1876 is notable for several reasons. First of all, unlike
the Civil War where the number of published diaries seems roughly
equivalent to the number of men who donned the blue and the gray,
enlisted men's diaries from the Indian wars are relatively rare. Few
5. Robert M. Utley, The Indian Frontier of the American West, 1846-1890 (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1984).
6. Joseph c. Porter, Paper Medicine Man: John Gregory Bourke and His American West
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1986); James L. Haley, The Buffalo War: The
History of the Red River Uprising of 1874 (Garden City: Doubleday, 1976); Thomas W.
Dunlay, Wolves for the Blue Soldiers: Indian Scouts and Auxiliaries with the United States Army,
1860-90 (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1982).
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Soldiers and Settlers: Military Supply
in the Southwest, 1861-1885.'By Darlis A. Miller. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1989. xviii
+ 506 pp: Illustrations, maps, tables,
appendixes, notes, bibliography,
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Sagebrush So!dier: Private William Earl
Smith's View of the Sioux War of 1876.
By Sherry L. Smith. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1989, xviii
+ 158 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $18.95.)

soldiers who served on the frontier saw themselves as part of a noble
cause, and most experienced only the boredom and monotony of garrison life. Moreover, a substantial number of enlistees in the Indian
wars army were either illiterate or foreign-speaking. Consequently, any
private soldier's diary constitutes an unusual find; with historian Smith's
help, Private Smith's account represents something more. Through deft
editing and an innovative use of sources, she has expanded her greatgrandfather's observations to embrace a comprehensive and valuable
study of the Powder River Expedition from a rich variety of perspectives.
William Earl Smith of Company E, Fourth Cavalry, was in many
ways typical of the men who served in the frontier army-young, semiliterate, and plagued by personal and financial problems. The military
offered an escape and $13 a month. He saw nothing heroic in soldiering.
He simply followed orders and, as he explained in his fractured prose,
Utride to do right as near as [he] node how" (p'. 128). In fact, it is the
sheer ordinariness of his experience that makes his perceptions worth-
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while: boredom, drunkenness, resentment of superiors, hardships of
the march, the short sharp excitement of battle, and the seeming aimlessness and confusion of Indian campaigning stand out in bold contrast to the stereotypes of film and fiction. As orderly to Colonel Ranald
Mackenzie for much of the expedition, Private Smith also offers us an
enlisted man's intimate glimpse of the brilliant but erratic cavalryman.
In the hands of a less imaginative editor, Private Smith's brief and
episodic diary most likely would have ended up buried in some obscure
state or local historical journal. Instead, Sherry Smith uses it as a focal
point around which she weaves the recollections of white and Indian
participants, thus achieving a more complete and well-rounded account of events. Fortunately, she has exceptional material to draw
upon, especially the detailed unpublished diaries of Lieutenant Colonel
Richard I. Dodge and Lieutenant John G. Bourke, and published accounts by the white scout Luther North and Sergeant James McClellan.
On the Indian side, she makes judicious use of the recollections gathered by George Bird Grinnell, Thomas Marquis, and Peter J. Powell.
The result is a landmark multi-dimensional campaign history, and an
outstanding example for future students of the Indian wars.
William Y. Chalfant takes a similar approach in Cheyennes and Horse
Soldiers: The 1857 Expedition and the Battle of Solomon's Fork. A lawyer by
profession and historian by avocation, he further demonstrates the
importance, in Robert Utley's well-chosen words, of keeping "a sharp
focus on both sides of the battle lines" (p. xiv) when describing clashes
between Indians and whites. Like Sherry Smith's treatment of events
in Sioux country two decades later, Chalfant portrays the 1857 Cheyenne expedition as a clash of cultures and describes the unfolding of
events from a dual perspective.
The highlights of the campaign are easily summarized. In May of
1857, two contingents of the First Cavalry snaked out of Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. One column, under Colonel E. V. Sumner, followed
the Platte River northwest to Fort Laramie, then turned south to rendezvous with a second column that had proceeded south and west
along the Arkansas River to Bent's Fort before swinging north. The
purpose of the expedition was to chastise the Cheyenne for attacks on
emigrant trains, attacks that the army itself had in large measure provoked by its harsh treatment of the Plains tribesmen. Leaving behind
their wagons and baggage, the cavalry rode eastward into Indian country, as watchful Cheyennes dogged their progress and debated their
response. The climactic clash occurred on July 29 along the banks of
the South Fork of the Solomon River. In a scene out of a Hollywood
movie, 300 saber-wielding cavalrymen advanced against 350 mounted
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Cheyenne warriors. Prior to the battle, Indian medicine men had prepared powerful medicine to ward off the soldiers' bullets. Caught off
guard by the gleaming blades of their enemy, the Cheyenne fired a
volley of arrows and scattered in flight. Thus ended the first clash
between the army and the Cheyenne, and the only recorded saber
charge in the history of the Indian wars.,
.
Chalfant's study of this neglected campaign is nearly flawless. His
research is exhaustive, delving into a wide array· of military reports
and Interior Department records, newspaper accounts, and letters and
diaries of participants to tell the soldiers' side, and relying on the oral
traditions collected by Grinnell and Powell to relate the story from the
Indians' point of view. Chalfant writes well, moving smoothly back
and forth between the details of the soldiers' march and the Indian
response. Indeed, if the book has a fault it lies in the author's meticulous attention to detail. It is obvious that Chalfant has personally
surveyed every inch of terrain along the cavalry's route, and some
readers may fall by the wayside as he recounts the day-by-day, almost
mile-by-mile, events of the hot and tedious march. On the other hand,
he demonstrates a welcome ability to reduce a complex succession of
cause-and-effect to its essential elements and to place the entire se- quence in its proper perspective against the background of tribal traditions and national events. For the Cheyenne, he poignantly observes,
. the fight on Solomon's Fork was the beginning of a chain of events
that culminated a decade later at Sand Creek and destroyed their traditional way of life.
Amateur historians (so-called "buffs") have endured considerable
criticism at the hands of their graduate-seminar-trained colleagues for
their obsession with minutia at the expense of the larger picture. Critics
in academe, however, will find little to complain about in Cheyennes
and Horse Soldiers. Few professionals have produced a campaign history
of this breadth and significance.
Good biographies of frontier officersare rare. Far too many writers
have pandered to popular tastes, portraying their subjects as fearless
and intrepid Indian fighters pitted against a savage and bloodthirsty
foe. George A. Custer has been the unrivaled darling of this crowd.
But in military biography, as elsewhere, the tide of scholarship has
shifted over the past several decades. New sources and methodologies
have enabled serious biographers to produce more lifelike views of
army officers and to dispassionately assess their contributions to the
advancement of the frontier. Paul Andrew Hutton's detailed and vibrant portrait of General Phil Sheridan and Robert M. Utley's splendid
study of Custer show what can be accomplished. The contributors to
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Cheyennes and Horse Soldiers: The 1857
Expedition and the Battle of Solomon's
Fork. By William Y. Chalfant. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1989. xxii + 415 pp. Illustrations,
maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
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"Pecos Bill": A Military Biography of
William R. Shafter. By Paul H. Carlson. (College Station: Texas A&M
University Press, 1989. xiii + 225
pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $34.95.)

Soldiers West: Biographies from the Military Frontier, a 1987 anthology
edited by Hutton, emphasize the rich diversity among the officer corps
and suggest what scholars might gain from exploring the lives and
careers of lesser luminaries in America's military pantheon. Marvin E.
Kroeker's biography of William B. Hazen and Joseph c. Porter's portrait of John G. Bourke offer excellent examples of the lessons that can
be learned from the careers of officers who shouldered the day-to-day
burdens of exploration and empire building. 7
Paul A. Carlson exhibits many of the rewards and a few of the
pitfalls of the new approach to military biography in "Pecos Bill": A
7. Paul Andrew Hutton, Phil Sheridan and His Army (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1985); Robert M. Utley, Cavalier in Buckskin: George Armstrong Custer and the Western
Military Frontier (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1989); Paul Andrew Hutton,
ed., Soldiers West: Biographies from the Military Frontier (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, ·1987); Marvin E. Kroeker, Great Plains Command: William B. Hazen in the Frontier
West (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1976); Porter, Paper Medicine Man.
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Military Biography of William R. Shafter. Obese, profane, hard-driving,
quick-tempered, and "intolerant of weakness or laxity in subprdinates,
Shafter hardly fits the heroic mold. A previous biographer aptly noted
that "history remembers William R. Shafter as a fat old general in Civil
War woolens fumbling his way across tropical Cuba while the country
laughed at him and mourned for the soldiers he led."B
While -acknowledging Shafter's abundant shortcomings, Carlson
also points to numerous and important accomplishments. A courageous, zealous, intelligent commander, Shafter earned the Medal of
Honor and successfully led black troops in the Civil War and on the
frontier. He was the first American soldier to explore the Llano Estacado
of West Texas and opened the region to settlement. His lightning raids
into Mexico flaunted international law but halted Indian and bandit
depredations.along the border. His calm deliberation following the
Wounded Knee massacre helped restore peace at the Pine Ridge Agency,
and a similar display of armed determination protected the mails and
maintained law and order in Los Angeles during the 1894 railroad
strike. Finally, he led the American expeditionary force to swift and
relatively bloodless victory in Cuba. That he was portrayed as a doddering buffoon and denied the lion's share of credit, Carlson suggests, '
was a result of Shafter's characteristically rude and overbearing treatment of newspaper correspondents, particularly Richard Harding Davis.
This well-researched work corrects the popular image of the underappreciated and unfairly maligned general, but ultimately Carlson,
like any biographer, is the captive of his sources. Shafter's personal
correspondence is scarce and less than revealing. Hattie, his wife of
thirty-six years, and daughter Mary remain little more than faceless
names in Carlson's study. Carlson hints that Shafter may have engaged
in extramarital affairs, but quickly drops the subject. He mentions a
sensitive and sentimental side to the blustering general, but the reader
never sees it.
Much as we might wish to know more about Shafter, the private
man, it is clear that Carlson has done the best he can with the material
available to him. Solidly grounded in official records and extant correspondence, his admirably balanced account does justice to this effective if flawed figure on the military frontier.
It may have seemed at one time, not too long ago, that the last
word had been written on the frontier army. If Prucha, Athearn, Goetzmann, and Utley opened the door on the new military history in the
8. Robert M. Utley, "'Pecos Bill' on the Texas Frontier," The American West, 6 (January
1969),4.
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fifties and sixties, then Edward M. Coffman appeared to nail it shut
with The Old Army, his near-definitive 1986 study of America's peacetime army in the nineteenth century.9 Clearly, however, these pathbreakers have not had the final say. Their sharp insights and probing
questions continue to breathe 'new life into the study of the frontier
military. And the five books reviewed here offer encouraging prospects
for the ongoing reevaluation of the army's role in the settlement of the
West.
Biography may offer the most promising opportunities for the new
scholarship. Nelson Miles and George Crook, arguably the army's most
experienced and effective Indian campaigners, deserve serious study.
Historians have devoted considerable attention to O. O. Howard's role
as commissioner of the Freedmen's Bureau, but they have yet to examine adequately his long and eventful career on the Indian frontier. \0
Christopher C. Augur, E. V. Sumner, Randolph Marcy, B. L. E. Bonneville,William H. Harney, and John L. Bullis are others who warrant a
closer look. Historians also need to make use of ethnographic data to
examine the lives of important Indian leaders. Alvin Josephy pointed
the way thirty years ago in The Patriot Chiefs, and more recently R.
David Edmunds and others have expanded upon the theme of Indian
leadership.1I Studies currently in progress of Cochise, Crazy Horse,
and Sitting BuIl will no doubt further broaden the horizons of military
and Native American history alike.
Scholars also need to explore gender roles and domestic relations
in the frontier army. In Glittering Misery, Patricia Y. Stallard suggested
the rich possibilities for research into the lives of the wives and children
along officers' row. William H. Leckie and Shirley A. Leckie, in their
seminal study of General Benjamin H. Grierson, his wife Alice, and
their children, demonstrated how important domestic relations were
in the army and explored the dynamics of family life in Victorian America. Robert H. Steinbach has recently taken a similar look at Frank and
9. Edward M, Coffman, The Old Army: A Portrait of the American Army in Peacetime,
1784-1898 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1986).
10. John A. Carpenter, Sword and Olive Branch: Oliver Otis Howard (University of
Pittsburgh Press, 1964); William S. McFeely, Yankee Stepfather: General O. O. Howard and
the Freedmen (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1968). A call for greater attention to
Howard's role in Indian affairs is in Bruce J. Dinges introduction to O. O. Howard,
Famous Indian Chiefs I Have Known (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1989). See also
Robert M. Utiey, ':Oliver Otis Howard," New Mexico Historical Review, 62 (January 1987),
55-63.
11. Alvin M. Josephy, The Patriot Chiefs: A Chronicle of American Indian Leadership
(New York: Viking Press, 1961); R. David Edmunds, ed., American Indian Leaders: Studies
in Diversity (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1980).
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Alice Baldwin. Sandra Myres and others have published articles dealing
with women on the military frontier, but we still need a comprehensive
study of army wives. The material is there in the form of published
diaries and reminiscences, and ferreted away among their husbands'
papers, awaiting a resourceful scholar. 12
Nor has the story of blacks in the frontier army been fully or
adequately told. Until now, historians have focused on narrative histories of the black infantry and cavalry, and these studies are two
decades old. Students need to dig deeper into military records, the
diaries and correspondence of white officers, contemporary newspapers, and other sources to explore the relationships between whites,
blacks, and Indians in the West. 13
Like ethnography and gender studies, archaeology can also be a
handy tool for the military historian. Douglas C. McChristian used
physical remains to accurately chart the fight at Tinaja de las Palmas
during the Victorio campaign of 1880. T. Lindsay Baker and Billy R.
Harrison demonstrated in their book on the Adobe Walls fight between
Indians and buffalo hunters in 1874 how a historian and an archaeologist can work together to recreate a place and an event. The published
findings of field work undertaken at the Little Big Horn battlefield
should convince historians of the rich possibilities of archaeologfcal
investigations conducted under the proper circumstances. 14
12. Patricia Y. Stallard, Glittering Misery: Dependents of the Indian Fighting Army (San
Rafael, California and Fort Collins, Colorado: Presidio Press/Old Army Press, 1978);
William H. Leckie and Shirley A. Leckie, Unlikely Warriors: General Benjamin Grierson and
His Family (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1984); Robert H. Steinbach, A Long
March: The Lives of Frank and Alice Baldwin (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1989).
Sandra L. Myres, "Romance and Reality on the American Frontier: Views of Army Wives:'
Western Historical Quarterly, 13 (October 1982), 409-27; and "Army Wives in the TransMississippi West: A Bibliography:' in Teresa Griffin Viele, Following the Drum: A Glimpse
of Army Life (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1984). For an excellent treatment of
one army wife's correspondence, see Shirley Ann Leckie, ed., The Colonel's Lady on the
Frontier: The Correspondence of Alice Kirk Grierson (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1989).
\
13. Leckie, Buffalo Soldiers; Arlen L. Fowler, The Black Infantry in the West, 1869-1891
(Westport, Connecticut: ~reenwood Publishing Co., 1971). Joseph T. Glatthaar, Forged
in Battle: The Civil War Alliance of Black Soldiers and White Officers (New York: Free Press,
1990), shows what can be accomplished by a gifted historian asking the right questions.
.Blacks in the post-Civil War army deserve similar treatment.
14. Douglas C. McChristian, "Grierson's Fight at Tinaja de las Palmas: An Episode
in the Victoria [sicl Campaign:' Red River Valley Historical Review, 7 (Winter 1982), 45-63.
T. Lindsay Baker and Billy R. Harrison, Adobe Walls: The History and Archeology of the 1874
Trading Post (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1986); Douglas D. Scott,
Richard Fox, Melissa Connor, and Dick Harmon, Archaeological Perspectives on the Battle
of the Little Bighorn (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990).
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To paraphrase Mark Twain, reports of the demise of military history have been greatly exaggerated. Historians have risen to Prucha's
charge to fill in the details. Fresh questions and new techniques have
revitalized a field that a mere three decades ago was the almost exclusive domain of genealogists, popularizers, and hacks. Does this mean
that the sabers have been sheathed and the tomahawks buried? Probably not. The myth is too much a part of our national ethos to ever
die a quiet or easy death. Nevertheless, it is virtually certain that military historians will continue for some time to reshape the ways in
which we view the settlement of the West.

Book Reviews

Major Problems in the History of the American West: Documents and Essays. Edited
by Clyde A. Milner II. (Lexington, Massachusetts: D. C. Heath and Company;
1989. xv + 681 pp. Maps, tables, notes, bibliographies. $15.50 paper.)
Long noted for its series of brief "readers" (anthologies of secondary and
primary sources on a particular historical subject), the D. C. Heath publishing
house in recent years sought to expand its offerings to reflect the latest generation of American historiography. Clyde A. Milner II, known to most western
historians as editor of the journal of the Western History Association, knit
together a large mass of abridged readings from the several centuries of life
in "western" North America, seeking to give undergraduate students both a
wider angle of vision on the topics that inform the West and to demonstrate
the merits of good prose and intetpretative judgment on a region more often
seen as provincial, isolated, quaint, or irrelevant to the flow of American history.
From his perspective at the Western Historical Quarterly, Milner recognized
the current debate over the significance of the "new western" history, and his
selections echo that awareness. The first chapter pits the "father" of western
history, Frederick Jackson Turner, against his most recent revisionist, the environmental historian Donald Worster. Once students familiarize themselves
with the two poles of the century-old western historical spectrum, they then
return to the standard chronological journey of pre-Columbian and colonial
frontier societies, the appearance of American explorers arid settlers, and the
multifaceted social and economic order created in the West after 1800.
This reviewer often finds undergraduate anthologies suspect, because they
117
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share the twin burdens of brevity and overstretch. More focused and directional
are full essays or complete renditions of primary documents. These allow
discussions to follow an author's methodology and perspective more carefully,
even if they do not sample the cornucopia that the recent generation of western
scholars have spread before general audiences and students alike.
Milner's volume thus serves as a new venture into the study of the West,
even as it suggests the roads less traveled by his colleagues past and present.
By citing contemporary accounts of themes and issues now in academic vogue
nationwide, Milner reveals the myopia and selectivity of historians bent upon
celebration of the impulse for conquest. By integrating essays and documents
about the Spanish Borderlands, the editor points out the need to reconcile the
"generation gap" between Boltonians and Chicanos on their shared homeland.
To this reviewer, the most evident need for further explication is more
sources on the twentieth-century West. Novelists could share space with historians as chroniclers of the modem age, while topics of science, technology,
and international economics would enlighten students preparing for careers
in those fields that make the modem West what it is today. Finally, the editor
could have cited the seminal historians of previous generations, like Bolton,
Pomeroy, Frederic L. Paxson, and essayists like De Voto, Stegner, or William
Allen White. They too asked Turner's question about the meaning of the West,
and their answers moved their peers to dream also of becoming "new western"
historians.
Michael Welsh
University of Northern Colorado

Spanish Bluecoats: The Catalonian Volunteers in Northwestern New Spain 1767-1810.
By Joseph P. Sanchez. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1990.
xviii + 196 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $30.00 cloth, $15.95 paper.)
Soldiers who served the Spanish Crown in the presidios that lined the
northern fringes of New Spain were generally American born, recruited from
the local citizenry. In this book, Joseph Sanchez treats an exceptional group
of soldiers on the northern frontier of New Spain-Spanish-born volunteers
from Catalonia who came to America in 1767 as part of an effort to shore up
Spain's defenses after its devastating defeat in the Seven Years' War.
Unattached to any single regiment, the Free Company of Catalonian Volunteers was assigned to troublespots by the Viceroy of New Spain. Most notably, some members of the unit fought Indians in Sonora, helped to found
San Diego and Monterey in California in 1769, and traveled to Nootka Sound
to fend off a British threat to Vancouver Island in 1790. Over the years, as the
original one hundred volunteers died, deserted, or retired, the composition
of the unit changed. Spaniards from other provinces took the places of many
of the Catalonians and, despite official preference for European-born soldiers,
some American-born volunteers also joined. When the unit was dissolved
during the 181Os, Catalans had long been a minority.
How effective were the European-trained Catalans in comparison to the
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frontier troops? Some European officers suggested that the supposedly racially
inferior frontiersmen made defective soldiers, but Europeans might have been
the weaker group. In Sonora in 1768, for example, the green Catalans fired
into a peaceful camp of their own Pima Indian allies whom they mistook for
the enemy, wounding four and killing two. Were such mistakes commonplace?
Did presidial soldiers make similar errors? Sanchez is content to argue the
importance of the Catalans without raising the difficult question of their relative
value. He does, however, offer glowing, chapter-long appraisals of three Catalan officers, including Pedro Fages who played a key role in establishing Alta
California.
Joseph Sanchez has fashioned this collective biography out of archival
bedrock. Although the social origins of the original one hundred Catalans
remain obscure, and the reasons for their enlistment elude us, the archives
have yielded much new information. Whereas we once had to search the
published historical literature on early California and the Northwest toast for
scattered references to the Catalonian volunteers, we now have a single source
that tells their story more fully and conveniently than ever before.
David J. Weber
Southern Methodist University

Eyewitness to War: Prints and Daguerreotypes of the Mexican War, 1846-1848. By
Martha Sandweiss, Rick Stewart, and Ben W. Huseman. (Washington, D.C.:
Smithsonian Institution Press/Amon Carter Museum, 1989. x + 368 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, index. $45.00.)
Eyewitness to War: Prints and Daguerreotypes of the Mexican War, 1856-1848,
by Martha A. Sandweiss,Rick Stewart, and Ben W. Huseman, is in many ways
a remarkable production. Along with John Eisenhower's recent book, So Far
from God, it calls attention to the war between the United States and Mexico,
which is usually forgotten or confused with the Texan Revolution. But Eyewitness to War does much more than call attention to a sometimes fo'rgotten
conflict. In a beautifully produced volume, it presents the visual representations of the war that. the United States, and even the Mexican public, saw. In
this respect, the volume builds on the earlier work, which the authors fully
acknowledge, of Ronnie C. Tyler, who pioneered in the field with his The
Mexican War: A Lithographic Record (1973).
Both works also represent aspects of a larger phenomenon that is just
coming into focus-the analysis of the way in which America's western experience was shaped in the public mind by the visual media. If there was a
"West. of the imagination," surely the specimens reproduced so beautifully in
Eyewitness to War demonstrate a "war of the imagination"-sometimes a wild
imagination. The authors, particularly Rick Stewart in his very detailed analysis
of a selected number of popular prints, often point this out.
In addition, the authors note at the same time that this was the first modern
war to be described by "eyewitness" war correspondents. They list three men,
the most prominent of whom is George Wilkins Kendall of the New Orleans
Picayune and a veteran of the ill-fated Texan march on Santa Fe in 1841. Stewart,
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despite his extensive research, however, leaves out still one more war correspondent of great importance. This is the first female war correspondent, Jane
Cazeneau, who, with Moses Yale Beach, editor of the New York Sun, went to
Mexico City during the war. She sent back dispatches to that paper, especially
after she made her way past the Mexican lines and joined General Scott's
forces. Jane Cazeneau thus anticipated the more famous Nellie Bly of the
Crimean War by at least eight years. The. Mexican War did indeed have its
"eyewitnesses," but they included people of both sexes.
It is gratifying to note, however, that the authors have reinforced the view,
already expressed some years ago in The West ofthe Imagination, that the Mexican
War was a conflict that took place during a media revolution which included
the telegraph, fast dispatch steamboats, and the rise of numerous illustrated
magazines and newspapers, and, most important of all, the rapid development
of lithography. Firms like those of Nathaniel Currier and Sarony, Major and
Knapp, came into prominence in part because of the Mexican War boom and
the great western reconnaissance of territory gained from Mexico that followed
it. However, the best prints, those that illustrate Nebel and Kendall's Pictorial
. History of the Mexican War, were made in France, as the authors point out.
Beyond the myriad details of the rise of lithographic companies and artistlithographers, however, lies another historiographical message in this book,
which is overlooked by the authors. Analyses of visual representations of the
American western experience, which includes the war with Mexico, have often
been carelessly traced back to the literary models· of Henry Nash Smith described in his classic book, Virgin Land, the American West as Symbol and Myth.
Eyewitness to War presents an entirely different set of symbols and myths than
those ofthe pioneering Smith, which the authors miss. These represent a much
more complicated discourse with entirely new layers of meaning. For example,
in these pictures, the land is not "virgin," just as the West was not a great
empty continental frontier waiting for the "sturdy yeoman." In this present
volume we see images of militarism, imperialism, racism, heroism, mechanization, and the attempt to visualize exotic places. However, Stewart, and
particularly Ben Huseman in his extensive catalogue, do examine the authenticity and derivations of these "eyewitness" views-something Henry Nash
Smith never did, even for his entirely different literary figures, who formed
what he regarded as the myth of the West.
The Mexican War prints section of this handsome catalogue clearly overshadows the section by Martha Sandweiss on the thirty-eight Amon Carter
daguerreotypes of the war and some of its related personages. The long awaited
public debut of these "authentic" views is welcome, but their content is something of a disappointment. They tell us little more about the war than the nine
Mexican War daguerreotypes that have been accessible at Yale for more than
twenty years. Sandweiss had the more difficult task, however; her reprOductions could not be in dramatic living color and the subject matter was hardly
visually or even mythologically exciting. One can also understand how much
more difficult the identification process was for Sandweiss, who was sometimes
working with pictures of persons unknown and, for that matter, daguerreotypists who have simply disappeared into the mists of time. As Professor
Ronnie C. Tyler has observed, it is remarkable that no popular Mexican War
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daguerreotype show was mounted in either New Orleans or New York. But,
even given these difficult circumstances, there is something ultimately lacking
in Sandweiss' section that is also related to the Stewart-Huseman section. There
are no overt comparisons made between these two media-the popular prints
and the daguerreotypes. Thus, the book never fully comes together, and important areas for visual, psychological, and mythological comparisons are overlooked. Extensive as the detailed research in this catalogue is, it is only in the
end food for thought that has not yet crystallized. It is, however, hard to fault
such a rich, detailed, and physically beautiful work.
..
William H. Goetzmann
University of Texas, Austin

Shamrock and Sword: The Saint Patrick's Battalion in the U.S.-Mexican War. By
Robert Ryal Miller. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1989. xv + 232
pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
When the armies of Zachary Taylor and Winfield Scott invaded Mexico
during the war of 1846-1848 they encountered an unexpected and unwelcome
presence among the Mexican troops they faced-a battalion of their own deserters, garbed in the uniform of the Mexican army and fighting in defense of
Mexico. The Mexicans called this unit £1 batallon de San Patricio, or Saint Patrick's
Battalion. It fought against the Americans in several engagements, most notably
the battles of Buena Vista and Churubusco, and when seventy-two of the San
Patricios were captured in the latter engagement they received harsh treatment.
Fifty of them were put to death; thirty of them in a macabre mass execution
that typified the grim experiences of the battalion throughout its brief existence.
Although the role of the San Patricios has been noted by most historians
of the Mexican War their full story has never been told. That is the task Robert
Miller has undertaken in this commendable study, and in the process he has
dispelled some romantic myths frequently associated with the battalion. It was
not, for example, an all-Irish volunteer unit, nor were most of its members
fighting to protect Mexico against an unjust oppressor, nor to defend Catholicism. They were not even legitimate soldiers of fortune. Instead, Miller concludes, the story of the San Patricios is "a woeful story of naive and bewildered
men from varied national and religious backgrounds, many of whom were
tempted by alcohol and opportunism" (p. 184). E~en through a brief postwar
existence as part of the re-organized Mexican army the San Patricios were
roughly treated, frequently winding up in Mexican prisons or in flight from
Mexican authorities.
Despite some impressive research by Miller, however, his study is weakened by a frustrating absence of information in important areas, particularly
in relation to the actual services performed by the San Patricios. This is partially
because of the unit's heavy losses, and because its survivors were so badly
scattered. Miller notes, for example, that John Riley, who is credited with being
the organizer of the battalion, "seems to have disappeared into the same historical mists of Ireland out of which he first emerged" (p. 179). In part, however,
the problem is attributable to the inexcusable practice of some Mexican archiv-
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ists---in this instance, that of the Archivo de Defensa Nacional-of keeping their
archives closed to qualified scholars. It is a practice that needs to be ended.
Dennis Berge
San Diego State University

Monterrey Is Ours! The Mexican War Letters of Lieutenant Dana 1845-1847. Edited
by Robert H. Ferrell. (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1990. xiii +
218 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, index. $29.00.)
Napoleon Jackson Tecumseh Dana, a U.S. Military Academy graduate and
lieutenant in the Seventh Infantry, wrote nearly one hundred letters to his
wife, Sue, describing his experiences during the Mexican War. Providing the
reader with a detailed, firsthand view of the war, the letters are both poignant
and revelatory in their descriptions of campaigns and camp life alike, mirroring
the concerns of a twenty-four-year-old man in respect to the war, his country,
the enemy, his relationship with his wife, and life in general. The beauty of
the letters is that they span so much of the Mexican War. They begin with
Dana's arrival in Zachary Taylor's camp of the,army of occupation in Texas in
August 1845, and end in May 1847 after the Battle of Cerro Gordo, during
which Dana was seriously wounded.
Among the events Dana observed firsthand were the attack on Fort Brown,
the occupation of Matamoros, the seizing of Monterrey street-by-street and
house-by-house, the seige of Veracruz, and others. His accounts of camp life
are at the same time piquant and entertaining. Instead of merely chronicling
his experiences, Dana writes from the perspective of a trained observer, with
an eye for military strategy, tactical leadership, foreign culture and the enemy's
military prowess, and other factors encountered while serving in the regular
army during this period.
The Mexican War was the most extensively recorded event in history up
to its time. Documenting the war were the first identifiable war correspondents;
artists, both eyewitnesses to actual events and those who based their illustrations on the accounts, verbal, written, and grahpic, of others; and photographers. However, letters written by combatants in the Mexican War, especially
junior officers, are rare. Winfield Scott wrote his memoirs, and John Wool and
Robert Stockton cooperated in the preparation of works by third parties. In
comparison to firsthand accounts written by soldiers during the U.s. Civil War,
Mexican War letters are relatively scarce. Dana's letters are now in the archives
at West Point, where they constitute one of the most significant firsthand
accounts of the Mexican War extant.
Ferrell is to be commended for bringing the Dana letters before the public.
He has done a masterful and thorough job of editing the letters. Six maps,
some thirty illustrations, eight photographs, and a short index will surely
render the volume requisite reading for anyone researching the Mexican War.
Charles Bennett
Palace of the Governors, Santa Fe
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Texas Divided: Loyalty and Dissent in the Lone Star State 1856-1874. By James
Marten. (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1990. x + 246 pp. Map,
notes, bibliography, index. $25.00.)

In this welcome addition to the historical literature on Texas in the era of
the crisis of the Union, James Marten contends that "the real civil war in Texas
was fought not over the state's relationship with the federal government, but
over relationships among Texans" (p. 2). According to the author, members of
interest groups or ethnic factions in Texas disagreed over the structure of the
state's society-"what elements of that society they wanted to preserve or to
change" (p. 3). Marten shows that before the Civil War a majority of Anglos
in Texas defended slavery and supported punishment of known or suspected
abolitionists. After the war, most Anglos sought to restrict or suppress AfricanAmericans, no matter what their official status was supposed to be under the
United States Constitution.
In the secession crisis patriotism in Texas was redefined: it became patriotic
for Texans to place their state above the Union and to favor secession rather
than support the United States. Later, dissenters against the Confederacy stigmatized themselves, and their loyalty to Texas and white supremacy could be
called into question forever after. For example, Marten points out that although
some prominent German-Texans supported the Confederacy, as a group Germans were stained by an antebellum stereotype opposed to slavery and appearing to be anti-secession. Thus, Anglo political leaders doubted their loyalty
during and after the war. Marten also concludes that while 40 percent of recruits
in Texas regiments were tejanos, some Anglos doubted the loyalty of Mexican- .
Americans to the Confederate cause. On the other hand, and making the tejano
situation worse, many Unionists doubted the Mexican-Americans' loyalty to
the United States.
Some Texas Unionists, such as James W. Throckmorton and William P.
Ballinger, further blurred the matter of loyalty. Throckmorton served as a
Confederate general and wartime state senator, but then switched back to
Unionism. Although Ballinger upheld slavery, he sided with Sam Houston in
the secession crisis. Ballinger later held a minor Confederate office but began
criticizing Confederate laws and policies. Obviously, Texas Confederates could
not trust such men. Lines of loyalty. became fuzzy indeed when other Texans,
supporters of the Confederacy for two or three years, resisted taxes, protested
against confiscation or conscription, evaded military service, deserted, or drifted
"into a neutrality or noninvolvement that Confederate officials defined as disloyalty" (p. 86).
During Reconstruction Texas Unionists and former Confederates naturally
had different definitions of loyalty. Marten describes how intense factionalism
among Republican conservatives, moderates, and radicals over a variety of
prewar, wartime, and postwar issues, and the Democrats' resort to violence
spelled doom for the party of Lincoln. But above all issues, Marten concludes,
the status of "blacks-or the debates about the future of blacks-had helped
to close the doors on dissent in Texas" (p. 174). Scholars and students of Texas,
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the South, and ethnic grups in the Southwest will find Marten's book worthwhile reading.
Joseph G. Dawson III
Texas A&M University

The View from Officers' Row: Army Perceptions of Western Indians. By Sherry L.
Smith. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1990. xix + 263 pp. Illustrations,
map, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
This is a very important book for the history of Indian-white relations.
Sherry L. Smith's highly readable yet sophisticated book constitutes the first
scholarly study of the attitudes toward Native Americans held by American
frontier army officers and their wives. Smith shows these late-nineteenthcentury agents of civilization in a more sympathetic light than has usually
been the case in recent years. Some students of western history will be surprised to discover that the corps of men serving at western outposts often
sincerely respected and attempted to understand Native Americans. At times
they even questioned the implementation nature of the policy they were required to enforce, particularly when the subject concerned cultural destruction.
But do not mistake Smith for an apologist for the frontier military; she cites
plenty of examples to remind us that the officer ranks contained insensitive
racists, even when judged by the era's own standards. Nevertheless, one puts
down Smith's work with a sense that this realm of perceptions and attitudes
is a far more complex phenomenon than previously believed, and 'most officers
were more thoughtful men than we have realized.
The View from Officers' Row is divided into eight topical chapters spanning
the years from the Mexican Cession through the Battle of Wounded Knee. The
extentof the. author's careful and reflective scholarship is evident throughout
the sections on "Officers as Observers," "Indian Character," "Tribes and Chiefs,"
"Indian Women," "Thoughts on Indian Policy," "Explanations of the Indian
Wars," "Indian Warfare," and "The Indian Scout as Ally." Within her conceptual
paradigm Smith analyzes the views of hundreds of officers and spouses, without ever losing sight of the themes or questions that tie the work together:
How did the military regard western Indians? Did officers arid wives think of
the Indian in noble savage stereotypes or did they hold more varied views?
To ·what extent were frontier soldiers able to gain a better understanding of
Native Americans through contact? Were army officers more realistic about
Indians and therefore markedly different from idealistic eastern reformers? Did
the military foster a monolithic perception or approach to the American Indian?
These questions and many others are posed, dissected and answered throughout the pages of this book.
Whether one is a casual reader or professional scholar, almost every paragraph of this splendid study will contain some new insight. Particularly innovative are the sections which treat the subject of gender attitudes and sexual
interaction on the frontier. Sherry L. Smith, a professor of history at the University of Texas--El Paso, will gain high praise for The View from Officers'Row,
which, incidentally, makes a fine companion to Robert Berkhofer's The White
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Man's Indian (1978). In sum, this is one of the most significant studies on Native
Americans and the frontier military to be published in recent years, and it will
no doubt find its way into standard scholarship as well as the classroom curriculum. By breaking free from the orthodoxy of presentism, Smith forces all
honest historians to alter their understanding of those men and women who
faced the unpleasant chore of securing the peace on the western frontier.
Gerald Thompson
University of Toledo

A Long March: The Lives of Frank and Alice Baldwin. By Robert H. Steinbach.
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 1989. xiv + 223 pp. Illustrations, maps,
notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
Frank Dwight Baldwin was an outstanding soldier. In a career that spanned
.the years from 1862 to 1906/ he ranks with the likes of John Bourke, Charles
King, and other more famous junior officers in the nineteenth-eentury military
establishment. His mettle in the field was proved in enough battles to earn
him four Congressional Medals of Honor nominations, and the receipt of two.
Alice Blackwood Baldwin, Frank's wife of fifty-six years, was a woman of equal
courage. She followed her husband to remote posts/ and like her more prominent contemporaries, Martha Summerhayes and Frances Roe, Alice Baldwin
witnessed the transformation of the trans-Mississippi West from an Indian
frontier to a series of states.
Freelance writer Robert Steinbach proposes to be the biographer of both
Frank and Alice Baldwin. A Long March, however, concentrates on relationships; it is not a work of military history. Steinbach relies on Alice Baldwin's
The Memoirs of the Late Frank D. Baldwin (1929)/ for example, to explain her
husband's Civil War experiences, and he knows little about either the Indian
wars or the Philippine insurrection beyond what Baldwin's manuscript autobiography in the Huntington Library tells him. It is usual, when writing about
military subjects, to consult the Military Reference Division of the National
Archives. If he had done so, Steinbach would have seen hundreds of Baldwin
letters and reports, many of which carry endorsements from superior officers
with information giving a different perspective than that offered by Baldwin
in his. autobiography.
.
The crux of this book is the juxtaposition of material from Baldwin's
straightforward autobiography and even-handed diary entries with the personal, loving, yeranxious letters written between Frank and Alice. Personal
concerns, including a major conflict between Frank and Alice over whether
the army in general, and Nelson A. Miles in particular, were selfishly subjecting
the best years of the gallant Baldwin's life to their own ends, are frankly
discussed in these letters. Yet, in 'the end, neither the relationship of Frank
and Alice, nor the military career of a distinguished officer, comes completely
into focus;
.
Robert C. Carriker
Gonzaga University
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The Bozeman Trail: Highway of History. By Robert A. Murray. (Boulder: Pruett
Publishing Company, 1988. 87 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography. $24.95
cloth, $11. 95 paper.)
Between 1864 and 1868 the Bozeman Trail served hundreds of emigrants
passing to the goldfields of western Montana Territory. The trail ran from
Bridger's Ferry, in what is now southeastern Wyoming, northwest through
the lands occupied by friendly Crow Indians and hostile Teton Sioux to the
mining region around Virginia City. Its presence triggered a war with the Sioux
that brought a humiliating military loss in the Fort Philip Kearny massacre of
December 1866, an event that precipitated the government's temporary withdrawal from the area in 1868. In later years the Bozeman route served travelers,
freighters, herders, goldseekers, and, in 1876, other military needs. The trail
was thus significant in a regional and national context.
This slim volume offers an overview of the Bozeman Trail's many features,
presumably for readers unfamiliar with its history. Robert A. Murray is an
accomplished historian of the region who knows the landscape intimately.
Through illustrations and narrative, Murray looks at numerous sites contributing to the broad scope of the trail's history. Unfortunately, there is little
context for understanding the historical vignettes on features along the route
which largely compose the volume. For the novice, the offering seems convoluted, while for the advanced student it is far too general. Compounding
the absence of context, the lack of chronology throughout the book makes any
meaningful perspective on the diverse events difficult to achieve.
Too often, the author assumes that the reader possesses knowledge of
places and persons, and many go unidentified. Although the Fort Laramie
Treaty figured prominently in ending the road's use in 1868, the book contains
little about this document and its significance. The reading list is weak, typographical errors abound, and the mapping is not comprehensive. Some sites
mentioned in the text are excluded from the maps, while others appearing on
the maps are omitted from the text. The use of Vietnam era military terminology
in referring to Indian skirmishes as "fire fights" is incongruous. All in all, this
book could have been much improved from the standpoint of its content,
organization, and presentation.
Jerome A. Greene
National Park Seroice

His Very Silence Speaks: Comanche-The Horse Who Suroived Custer's Last Stand.
By Elizabeth Atwood Lawrence. (Detroit: Wayne State Universi'ty Press, 1989.
357 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $39.95 cloth, $16.00 paper.)
Anyone unfamiliar with Comanche's story might question devoting 357
pages to a cavalry horse that died in 1891. In her thoroughly researched and
readable book, anthropologist-veterinarian Elizabeth Atwood Lawrence makes
the reason clear-Comanche's hold on the American imagination has not abated
since he was found, badly wounded, among Custer's dead cavalrymen in June
1876. If, as the author notes, one white man had survived the Battle of the
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Little Bighorn, Comanche would have been forgotten. Instead, he became the
symbol of the Seventh Cavalry and a link to the fallen. In 1878 Colonel Sturgis,
whose only son died with Custer, issued orders that gave Comanche "a nearly
sacred status with the army and in the eyes of the general population" (p. 22).
It is likely that more has been written about him than any other horse. Lawrence's book should be the final word; probably it will not be.
Misconceptions about Comanche soon appeared, and the process continues. Lawrence astutely sifted through the contradictions to reach the most
valid conclusions. In popular mythology Comanche even became Custer's
horse. Most astonishing is that plausible fictional accounts, including some for
young readers, became sources for nonfictional works and were incorporated
in the Comanche legend. Captain Myles Keogh, the Irish cavalryman who
brought the Seventh "Garryowen," is remembered mainly because he owned
and rode Comanche that fateful day.
When Comanche died at Fort Riley, Kansas, Professor Lewis Dyche mounted
him to be exhibited at the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago.
Afterward Comanche went to Kansas University's Dyche Museum of Natural
History, where he was the feature attraction.
Beginning in 1938, many ongoing efforts to move Comanche to the Custer
Battlefield, Fort Riley, or elsewhere, were initiated. They attest to the extraordinary significance of this survivor of Custer's Last Stand.
In 1971 University of Kansas Indian students protested the museum's
description of Comanche as the "sole survivor of the Custer Massacre"-many
Indians also survived, and it was a battle, not a massacre. Museum officials
cooperated, and the new label incorporated the Indians' side-Comanche became the symbol of Indian-white conflict and of an Indian victory. That led to
revision of misleading labels in the museum's Indian displays and to pressure
for an Indian Studies program. This is an outstanding book about a legend
that refuses to die.
Donald E. Worcester
Texas Christian University

World War II and the West: Reshaping the Economy. By Gerald D. Nash. (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1990. xiii + 288 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $32.50.)
Gerald Nash has come a long way since 1973 when he wrote in his·pioneering survey, The American West in the Twentieth Century that "the war itself
occasioned few new changes" though it accelerated trends already underway.
In his first'volume examining the war years (1985), he proclaimed "the Second
World War transformed the American West," noting that "no other single
influence on the region ... brought such great and cataclysmic changes to the
West." The main focus of The American West Transformed was on the sociaLand
cultural impact of the war. Nash therein announced that he intended to "analyze economic influences in greater depth in a separate volume," an intention
that he has now splendidly fulfilled in this volume which examines the reshaping of the western economy. It was a process that enabled the West to
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shed the vestiges of its colonial economy and move into the mainstream of
American life as a region dependent on federal funding but with a diversified
economy that no longer left it a vassal of eastern corporations and subject to
absentee control.
The western economy was reshaped primarily by the government sponsored development of wartime industries: ship-building, aircraft and aluminum. Nash devotes a chapter to each. Additional chapters examine mining,
the environment, and the "Sinews of War: Magnesium, Steel and Oil." In each
chapter Nash gives much attention to the battles waged, largely in Washington,
to setting priorities, allocating funds, resolving controversies, overcoming neglect of western concerns by bureaucrats on all levels, etc. Among those playing
a significant role in reshaping the economy, Nash devotes considerable attention to shipbuilder Henry Kaiser, Interior Secretary Harold Ickes, Small Business Administrator Maury Maverick and Senators Pat McCarran (Nevada) and
James E. Murray (Montana).
Wartime needs and the efforts of key individuals in and out of government
helped develop the aluminum, ship-building, and aircraft industries during
the war and assisted in encouraging small businesses of all kinds to serve their
needs. The process was fueled by massive federal funding with government
playing a significant but not severely intrusive role. The endeavor sparked a
new confidence among residents in the future of the region.
Nash devotes three chapters to extended discussions about the future of
the region: the visions of westerners in Washington, of officials in the West,
and of individuals in the private sector. The visions, as would be expected,
ranged all the way from national planning to a states' rights posture, though
most planners envisioned some role for government in their proposals. And,
as also would be expected, the postwar West became a regional variation of
corporate American benefiting from the military-industrial complex more than
most'regions, enjoying postwar prosperity and now experiencing an eroding
economy. The West is now mainstream America. All the problems the nation
faces are clearly evident, even exacerbated in the West.
On one level, despite cultural and other differences, the parallel with Japan
is interesting. Both in the war-years had their economies transformed, Japan's
through war-time devastation, the West's through war-time imperatives. Both
started on a new base in the years following the end of the war. While Nash,
of course, does not address this issue, his last chapters wherein he discusses
"visions of the future" offer suggestions as to why the West, despite the development of a Pacific rim, has fallen on hard times in part owing to Japanese
competition.
Though Nash notes that his volumes are not comprehensive and much
remains to be done, he nevertheless has prepared two of the most significant
volumes now available on war~time America. They also serve as landmark
volumes for anyone interested in the twentieth-century American West. His
research as evinced in thirty-nine pages of notes and a twelve-page bibliography, is most impressive. However, scholars interested in following some of
his citations to manuscript collections will have trouble. Merely citing the
Franklin Roosevelt Papers, the Harry Truman Papers, the Carl Hayden Papers,
etc., without further identification is simply not enough. And since no volume
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is free from errors, I have been able to identify only two very minor ones:
Congressman Frank, not William, Barrett of Wyoming (p. 161) and Mayor
Fletcher not Fletch Bowron of Los Angeles (p. 200). Both are correctly identified
in the index.
Richard Lowitt
Unwe~i~ofOkmhornm

Splinters of a Nation: German Prisoners of War in Utah. By Allan Kent Powell. (Salt
Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1989. xv + 325 pp. Illustrations, map,
tables, notes, bibliography, index. $25.00.)
Allan Kent Powell eloquently portrays the German prisoner of war experience in Utah during World War II, not only individual German POW
experiences but also their interactions with local residents. This is the first
lengthy statewide treatment of POWs in America and will serve as an excellent
model for future studies. An unknown German prisoner of war in Utah described himself as a splinter of his nation which had been embedded in a
foreign land, exemplifying a central issue of this work that America was as
frightening and foreign to the German prisoners as they were to their American
captors.
The interactive experience of prisoner of war camps profoundly affected
both the German prisoners and American civilians. Powell begins with the
tragic event of July 8, 1945, when a crazed American guard poured machine
gun fire into the tents of sleeping German prisoners. Nine prisoners died and
nineteen were wounded. Nationwide shock emphasized the senselessness of
war and also the consequences of arming guards with machine guns two
. months after the war was over. Powell uses the incident as the place to begin
examining Americans' perceptil;>ns of the POWs in contemporary context and
in terms of Utah's tragedy-marked past.
It becomes clear in these pages that German POWs were treated relatively
well in America. Although every captured soldier generally considers it his
duty to escape, few of the POWs attempted it. In the United States, there were
only 2,222 escapees among the 371,000 German prisoners, or-.6 percent. That
99.4 percent of German POWs preferred to stay in prison indicates that most
of them knew they had a pretty good situation. Powell also makes it clear that
POW labor, both German and Italian, made a significant contribution to American agriculture by replacing Americans needed for' the war effort.
Powell bases his portrayals and analyses on extensive interviews, correspondence, and examination of records in the National Archives. He made
two trips to Germany for personal interviews with former prisoners. The book
is arranged topically, covering the conditions in the camps, the treatment of
the prisoners, and the attitudes and relations of the paws and Americans.
This compelling story of contrasts, personal drama, and action fittingly initiates
the commemoration of the fiftieth a~nive.rsary of World War 11.Susan Badger Doyle
University of New Mexico
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Little Giant: The Life and Times of Speaker Carl Albert. By Carl Albert with Danney
Goble. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. x + 388 pp. Illustrations,
index. $24.95.)
One need not be a political junkie to enjoy Little Giant: The Life and Times
of Speaker Carl Albert. The nearly four hundred-page autobiography is filled
with personable, humorous, and historical anecdotes about the life and times
of the forty-sixth Speaker of the United States House of Representatives.
While I did not have the pleasure of serving in the Congress with Carl
Albert, reading his life story provided me with a greater understanding and
appreciation of his many accomplishments. His is a rags-to-riches life story,
though Albert's "riches" are measured in public service, not money.
Born to an Oklahoma coal miner and his wife in 1908, Albert's family was
poor, but had enough money to send him to school where he excelled. His
desire to pursue public service evolved at an early age. During grade school,
his congressman told his classmates that they could make a difference and
suggested that one of the students might one day serve in Congress. At age
six, Carl Albert knew the congressman was talking about him-he was to be
the young boy that succeeded.
His passion for public service only intensified as he witnessed a two-decade
long depression that swept through Oklahoma. Albert was convinced that only
government could help save his friends and neighbors from total economic
collapse. After working to elect several Democratic candidates in the 1930s his
political ambitions were put on hold by military service during World War II.
After the war was won, Albert returned home and in 1946 was elected to
Congress to serve as Oklahoma's third district representative.
Albert's intelligence, fairness, and political acumen helped him climb the
congressional leadership ladder. He served as House Majority Leader during
the Kennedy and Johnson Administrations and helped steer many of the two
Presidents' bills through the Congress. In 1971, following the retirement of
Speaker John McCormack, Albert was elected Speaker. It was a difficult time
to preside over the Congress-he had to cope with Vietnam, a Republican
President (Richard Nixon) who regularly vetoed congressional bills, and the
Watergate scandal, investigation, and pending impeachment proceedings.
New Mexicans will be pleased to learn that Albert shares several New
Mexico experiences with his readers. During his youth, he spent a summer in
Albuquerque to be with his ill mother who sought the refuge of New Mexico's
warm, dry climate and who was treated by a respected New Mexico doctor.
Later in life, he explains how New Mexico Senator Clinton Anderson saved
New Mexico's cotton farmers and saved Albert-Albert used Anderson's strategy to help Oklahoma's peanut farmers.
Albert truly was a "little giant" as his book's title indicates. While he was
small in stature-he makes frequent references to his height-he was a towering political figure.
The former Speaker's book is a refreshing portrait of a man who grew up
in the Southwest, had the wisdom and desire to excel at school, wanted to
improve the quality of life for his fellow Oklahomans, and sought public service
to serve the public-nothing more, nothing less.
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Carl Albert was an invigorating man. His book does not disappoint-him
or us.
Bill Richardson
U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, D.C.

The Politics ofAntipolitics: The Military in Latin America. Edited by Brian Loveman
and Thomas M. Davies, Jr. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1989. xiv
+ 517 pp. Notes, tables, bibliography. $37.95 cloth, $15.95 paper.)
In the second edition of this excellent reader on the military in Latin
America, Brian Loveman and Thomas M. Davies, Jr. have augmented and
extended their coverage of this very important theme. In particular, they have
increased the number of countries under consideration and have added several
essays looking at the consequences and aftermath of the military governments
in several nations recently returned at least nominally to civilian authority. The
original countries covered were entirely South American: Argentina, Brazil,
Bolivia, Chile, and Peru. The new additions, Guatemala and EI Salvador, much
smaller Central American countries, permit a new kind of comparative study
not available in the first edition, making this volume even more valuable than
the original.
The theme of this book, strongly supported in the essays and documents
presented here, is that during the nineteenth century and the first half of the
twentieth, the institutional militaries of Latin America were developing a justification for intervention in politics that would become fully salient only in
the 1960s and 1970s. During that period, one Latin American nation after
another would find its political institutions usurped by military governments.
The justification used was based on the turbulent and often bloody conflicts
growing out of civilian politics that engulfed much of Latin America from the
time of independence until after World War II. Military leaders came to see
their mission as one of providing stability and order to end the chaos of personalist, faction-ridden civilian politics and claimed to be focused on eliminating corruption and providing a peaceful climate for economic development.
What military leaders did not acknowledge was that their own intervention
was political and sometimes corrupt and personalist as well-hence the title,
The Politics of Anti-Politics.
The book is divided into six sections, the first a short introduction written
by the authors. In the second section, essays by noted scholars explore the
nineteenth- and early twentieth-century development of military institutions
in the countries in question. Included as a major subtheme within this section
is the role of European military advisers serving in Latin.America during this
period. A third section discusses the military in politics between 1919 and 1945,
again organized by country. A very brief section, composed of only three
essays, follows, looking at the role of the United States in Latin American
military politics.
Two of the most interesting and longest sections come at the end of the
book. Of special interest is a block of some one hundred pages of documents,
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mostly speeches, which lets these militaries speak for themselves. Composed
largely of speeches, in these selections military leaders were clearly enunciating
doctrines in which they articulated their rationalizations for their assumptions
of power in terms that they hoped would be convincing to the citizens of the
nations over which they at that time presided. These are documents from the
ruling militaries of the 1960s through the 198Os, and reflect the arrogance with
which they exercised power.
The last section, almost two hundred pages long, is a series of essays
assessing the legacies of these military governments. The editors have carefully
chosen their contributors here, and the reader will find these analyses extremely valuable.
The only disadvantage of this volume as it currently stands is that there
has been no attempt to synthesize and evaluate the comparative material here
presented. The book would have been strengthened considerably by a longer
introductory essay which would have stressed a comparative approach and
would have provided more coherence for the volume as a whole, and this
reviewer would strongly recommend the expansion of the short introductory
essays that appear at the beginning of each section. Of special value would
be a discussion of the overarching legacy of the military governments in the
1960s through the 1980s, which have now largely been replaced by civilian
governments in a process which has been called, not entirely accurately, redemocratization. Nevertheless, this volume remains the best compendium on
this subject, and it is highly recommended for use in advanced undergraduate
courses or for graduate students. It will also be of great interest to the general
reader interested in the military and seeking to understand politics in postWorld War II Latin America.
Linda B. Hall
University of New Mexico
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Shield of Republic/Sword of Empire: A Bibliography of United States Military
Affairs, 1783-1846. By John C. Fredriksen. (Westport, Connecticut:
Greenwood Press,. 1990. xiii + 433 pp. Index. $65.00.) This comprehensive bibliography provides a chronologically arranged overview of
listings for the period 1783-1846, chapters on. the army and navy arranged by subjects, and an alphabetically arranged "listing of biographies. Name and subject indexes and extensive cross· referencing is
provided.
War & Conflict: Selected Images from the National Archives 1765-1970. Edited by Jonathan Heller. (Washington, D.C.: National Archives Trust
Fund Board, 1990; x + 355 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, indexes. $25.00.)
Along Texas Old Fort Trails. By RupertN. Richardson, B. W. Aston, and
Donathan Taylor. (Denton: University of North Texas Press, 1990. xi
+ 114 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $9.95 paper.)Revised e d i t i o n . '
Fort Supply, Indian Territory: Frontier Outpost on the Plains. By Robert C.
Carriker. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xiii + 241 pp.
Illustrations, maps; notes, bibliography, index. $11.95 paper.) Reprint
of the 1970 edition.
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The Little Big Horn, 1876: The Official Communications, Documents and
Reports: With Rosters of the Officers and Troops of the Campaign. Edited by
Loyd J. Overfield, II. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990.203
pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $8.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1971 edition.
Slim Buttes, 1876: An Episode of the Great Sioux War. By Jerome A. Greene.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xvi + 192 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $9.95 paper.)
Soldiers of the Old Army. By Victor Vogel. (College Station: Texas A&M
University Press, 1990. xi + 124 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, index.
$22.50.) Memoir of the army between the World Wars.
The Old West. By the Editors of Time-Life Books. (New York: Prentice
Hall Press, 1990. 432 pp. illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $39.95.)
Illustrated history compiled from the twenty-six volume Time-Life series "The Old West." Robert M. Utley contributed a new foreword.
Adventure in the Wilderness: The American Journals of Louis Antoine de
Bougainville, 1756-1760. Translated and edited by Edward P. Hamilton.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xxvi + 344 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, appendix, index. $14.95 paper.) Reprint
of the 1964 edition.
William H. Ashley: Enterprise and Politics in the Trans-Mississippi West. By
Richard M. Clokey. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xiv
+ 305 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1980 edition.
Commerce of the Prairies. By Josiah Gregg. Edited by Max L. Moorehead.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xxxviii + 469 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, bibliographies, index. $14.95 paper.)
Reprint of the 1954 edition, with a foreword by Marc Simmons.
The Bozeman Trail: Historical Accounts of the Blazing of the Overland Routes
into the Northwest and the Fights with Red Cloud's Warriors, Volume I. By
Grace Raymond Hebard and E. A. Brininstool. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1990. vii + 369 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, index.
$11.95 paper.)"Reprint of the 1922 edition, with a new introduction by
.
John D. McDermott.
The Bozeman Trail: Historical Accounts of the Blazing of the Overland Routes
into the Northwest and the Fights with Red Cloud's Warriors, Volume II. By
Grace Raymond Hebard and E. A. Brininstool. (Lincoln: University of
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Nebraska Press, 1990. ix + 281 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, index.
$10.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1922 edition.

Rebellious Ranger: Rip Ford and.the Old Southwest. By W. J. Hughes.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xvi + 300 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $13.95 paper.) Reprint of the
1964 edition.
'Dear Old Kit': The Historical Christopher Carson. By Harvey Lewis Carter.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xxii + 250 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, appendixes, index. $14.95 paper.) Reprint of the
1968 edition.
Navajo Wars: Military Campaigns, Slave Raids, and Reprisals. By Frank
McNitt. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1990. xv +
477 pp. Illustrations, map, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $18.50
paper.) Reprint of the 1972 edition, with a new introduction by Robert
M. Utley.
Navaho Folk Tales. By Franc Johnson Newcomb. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1990. xxv + 203 pp. Illustrations. $10.95
paper.) Reprint of the 1967 edition.
Myths and Legends of the Sioux. By Marie L. McLaughlin. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. 200 pp. Illustrations. $19.95 cloth, $6.95
paper.) Reprint of the 1916 edition.
Blood on the Moon: Valentine McGillycuddy and the Sioux. By Julia B.
McGiIIycuddy. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. xix + 291
pp. Illustrations. $10.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1941 edition, with a new
introduction by James C. Olson.
Dress Clothing of the Plains Indians. By Ronald P. Koch. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xvii + 219 pp. Illustrations, map,
tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.) Reprint
of the 1977 edition.
American Indian Medicine. By Virgil J. Vogel. (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1990. xix + 578 pp. Illustrations, appendix, notes,
bibliography, indexes. $18.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1970 edition.
Creeks & Seminoles: The Destruction and Regeneration of the Muscogulge
People. By J. Leitch Wright, Jr. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1990. xv + 383 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index.
$12.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1986 edition.
Maya History and Religion. By J. Eric S. Thompson. (Norman: University

136

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1991

of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xxxii + 415 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1970 edition.

Time and Reality in the Thought of the Maya. By Miguel Leon-Portilla.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1988. xxii + 229 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $13.95 paper.)
Aztec Thought and Culture: A Study of the Ancient Nahuatl Mind. By Miguel
Leon-Portilla. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xxv +
237 pp. Illustrations, notes, appendixes, bibliography, index. $13.95
paper.) Reprint of the 1963 edition.
The Bexar Archives (1717-1836): A Name Guide. Edited by Adan Benavides, Jr. (Austin: University of Texas PresslUniversity ofTexas Institute
of Texan Cultures at San Antonio, 1989. xxii + 1171 pp. Maps, appendixes, index. $60.00.) This name guide to the Bexar Archives at the
University of Texas at Austin is arranged chronologically and is based
on the descriptive calendar of the collection.
Texas Plays. Edited by William B. Martin. (Dallas: Southern Methodist
University Press, 199. xi + 468 pp. Illustrations, bibliography. $35.00
cloth, $14.95 paper.) Eleven plays by nine Texas playwrights.
A Century of Sculpture in Texas, 1889-1989. By Patricia D. Hendricks and
Becky Duval Reese. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990. xiii + 185
pp. Illustrations, bibliography. $24.95 paper.) Catalog for an exhibit
organized by the Archer M. Huntington Art Gallery of the University
of Texas at Austin.
In Search of the Golden West: The Tourist in Western America. By Earl Pomeroy. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. xxii + 233 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $9.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1957 edition.
In Beaver World. By Enos A. Mills. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1990. xxxvii + 234 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
$9.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1913 edition.
Monarch of Deadman Bay: The Life and Death of a Kodiac Bear. By Roger
A. Caras. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. 185 pp. Illustrations. $7.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1969 edition.
Panther! By Roger A. Caras. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1990. 185 pp. Illustrations. $7.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1969 edition.
The Custer Wolf: Biography of an American Renegade. By Roger A. Caras.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. 175 pp. Illustrations. $7.95
paper.) Reprint of the 1966 edition.
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The Spanish Bride. By Walter O'Meara. (Santa Fe: Friends of The Palace
Press, 1990. 370 pp. $12.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1954 novel, with a
new foreword by Thomas E. Chavez.
Caesar of Santa Fe: A Novel from History. By Tim MacCurdy. (Albuquerque:
Amador Publishers, 1990.240 pp. $9.00 paper.) Novel of colonial New
Mexico.
Of Arms I Sing. By Joseph J. Bohnaker. (Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 1990.
181 pp. Maps. $10.95 paper.) Novel of Juan de Oilate's colony.
The Edge of the West and Other Texas Stories. By Bryan Wooley. (EI Paso:
Texas Western Press, 1990. ii + 200 pp. $25.00 cloth, $15.00 paper.)
Introduction by Molly Ivins.
Revolution on the Border: The United States and Mexico, 1910-1920. By
Linda B. Hall and Don M. Coerver. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1990.. xii + 205 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes,
bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.) Paperback reprint.
Provinces ofthe Revolution: Essays on Regional Mexican History 1910-1929.
Edited by Thomas Benjamin and Mark Wasserman. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1990. xii + 390 pp. Maps, tables, appendix, notes, index. $19.95 paper.) Twelve original essays on the
Mexican Revolution by the editors and David La France, John Tutino,
Gilbert M. Joseph and Allen Wells, Romana Falcon, Paul Gamer, Raymond Th. J. Buve, and Stuart F. Voss.
Medieval Warfare: History of the Art of War. Volume III. By Hans Delbriick.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. 711 pp. Maps, appendixes, index. $19.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1982 translation by Walter
J. Renfroe, Jr.
The Dawn of Modern Warfare: History of the Art of War. Volume IV. By
Hans Delbriick. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. xi + 487
pp. Notes, index. $15.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1982 translation by
Walter J. Renfroe, Jr.
.
Hoover Dam: An American Adventure. By Joseph E. Stevens. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1988. ix + 326 pp. Illustrations, map,
noles, bibliography, index. $12.95 paper.) Paperback reprint.

WorldWarl1
and the West
Reshaping the
Economy
By Gerald D. Nash
World War II forced a restructuring
of the American economy that was
parLicularly \isihle in the West. Nash
writes, "In four years the war had
translc)rmed a backward colonial
region into an economic pacesetter

The American
West Transformed

Ic)r the nation." Wor!li War /I and the

The Impact of the

detailed study of this explosive rela-

Second World War
By Gerald D. Nash
"[Nash] has produced a volume that

West: Rel'ha/Jinp; thf: l:'r:onomy, the first

tionship, suggests that the resourcefulness and determination shown by
an earlier generation is needed
today as America loses more of its

deepens our understanding of the

competitiye edge in the glohal

social and cultural developments of

economy. $32.50

the World War II years." - American

Historical Review. "[This] study has
important, . , . background relevance to the increasing predominance of the 'sunbelt' over the
'snowbelt' and the rise of
Reaganism." - Lifn-ary Journal.
$12.50

Nebraska
University of Nebraska Press· 901 N 17 . Lincoln 68588·0520

News Notes

The League of World War I Aviation Historians is sponsoring a
student paper competition open to undergraduate and graduate students at accredited institutions during the 1990-1991 academic year.
Papers may deal with any aspect of aviation during the 1914-1918 war,
and should be at least ten typed, double-spaced pages, in manuscript
form with bibliography and endnotes. The author of the winning paper
will receive $250; five Honorable Mention prizes of $100 each will also
be awarded. Entries must be received by May 31, 1991 and should be
addressed to Noel Shirley, 727 Swanswood Court, San Jose, California
95120.
The Hispanic Culture Foundation has published a new resource
for presenters, educators, libraries, and those planning performances,
exhibits, lectures, demonstrations, and workshops in communities and
schools. The New Mexico ~irectory of Hispanic Culture offers comprehensive listings of cultural organizations, arts-related businesses, arts
councils, support and funding organizations, and more than two hundred New Mexico Hispanic artists. The Directory can be obtained for
$15.95 plus $1.50 p<?stage from the Hispanic Culture Foundation, P.O.
Box 7279, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87194.
The ~ormon History Association, in order to encourage excellence
139
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in the writing of Mormon history, has announced the availability of
four book awards: Best Book in Mormon History, Best Documentary/
Bibliography, Best First Book, and Best Biography. The award in each
category is $500. In addition, The Journal of Mormon History will award
$300 for the best manuscript submitted for publication. Finally, five
$150 awards will be given for articles in specific categories. For information write to the Mormon History Association, Awards Committee,
P.O. Box 7010, University Station, Provo, Utah 84602.
The Forest History Society, the United States Department of Agriculture and Forest Service, the National Forest Service Museum, and
the University of Montana will sponsor a symposium/workshop in
Missoula, Montana on June 20-22, 1991. The program will focus on
the historical origins and significance of the National Forest system
and the techniques of interpreting its rich history. For details contact
the Center for Continuing Education, University of Montana, Missoula,
Montana 59812, or telephone (406) 243-4623 or 243-2900.
The Lincoln County Heritage Trust has received a grant of $5,500
from the New Mexico Endowment for the Humanities to produce a
video of Boyd Barrett's "Trouble in Lincoln County," one of the most
popular Chautauqua Programs developed by the Endowment. Once
produced, the Trust plans to make copies of the video available to New
Mexico's schools. Matching funds of $6,405 will also support this project. Contact Woody Crane at (505) 653-4025 for more information.
The annual conference of the Vernacular Architecture Forum will
be held on May 16-18, 1991 in Santa Fe, New Mexico. The conference
will be co-sponsored by the Center for Southwest Research at the University of New Mexico, the School of Architecture, the New Mexico
Endowment for the Humanities, the New Mexico Historic Preservation
Division, and the Museum of International Folk Art. Two days of field
trips focusing on the vernacular architecture and cultural landscape of
north-central New Mexico will be followed by a day of scholarly papers
and talks. For information contact Chris Wilson, School of Architecture
and Planning, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico
87131, or telephone (505) 277-2903 or 266-0931.
The Denver Public Library has announced the competition for the
1991 Caroline Bancroft History Prize. Book-length works of non-fiction

dealing with the trans-Mississippi West are eligible in the year of the
original publication. The award carries a minimum stipend of $1,000.
Winners of this prize for 1990 are Elliott West, for Growing Up with the
Country: Childhood on the Far Western Frontier (University of New Mexico

NEWS NOTES

141

Press) and Russell Martin, for A Story that Stands Like a Dam: Glen Canyon
and the Struggle for the Soul of the West (Henry Holt and Company). For
information about the 1991 award, send a self-addressed, stamped
envelope to Eleanor M. Gehres, Manager, Western History Department, Denver Public Library, 1357 Broadway, Denver, Colorado 80203.
Hobson Wildenthal, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences in
the University of New Mexico, has announced the appointment of
Margaret Connell Szasz, associate professor of history, to a Regents'
Lectureship for the academic year 1990':"1991. The Regents' Lectureships recognize achievements by faculty in the assistant and associate
professor ranks which are analogous, at earlier stages in the career
history, to those recognized with the Regents' Professorship awards.
The New Mexico Archaeological Council has announced publication of Current Research on Late Prehistoric and Early Hispanic New
Mexico, edited by Bradley J. Vierra. This volume, dedicated to the Spanish explorer Francisco' Vasquez de Coronado, contains thirty-one papers that were presented at the Protohistoric Conference in Albuquerque
in 1988. Topics include protohistoric pueblo, Spanish Coloial, and Athabaskan research, and will interest Southwesternists and Spanish Borderlands scholars. For more information, or to order a copy ($40.00
plus $2.50 postage ,.and handling) contact the New Mexico Archaeological Council, Treasurer, P.O. Box 1023, Albuquerque, New Mexico
87102, or call Tim Maxwell at (505) 827-8953.
According to Preservation New Mexico, the publication of the New
Mexico Historic Preservation Division, the historic Montezuma Hotel,
which towers over the campus of the United World College of the
American West, is finally slated for renovation. Located just west of
Las Vegas~ New Mexico, the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad
built the Montezuma in 1886 as part of a luxurious resort complex
offering rail travelers spectacular mountain scenery· and natural hot
springs.
After a succession of owners, the complex was acquired by industrialist Armand Hammer in 1981 as the site for the United World
College of the American West. The college initially planned to renovate
the Montezuma, but later attempted to find a buyer for the building.
It has been recently decided, however, to retain and renovate the remarkale building after all, and to open a portion of the Montezuma
for use as student and faculty housing.
The Amon Carter Museum in Fort Worth, Texas, will feature "Cast
and Recast: Sculpture by Frederic Remington in the Amon Carter Mu-
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seum Collection" from December 6, 1990 through April 14, 1991. The
Museum contends that Remington (1861-1909), who almost singlehandedly created the visual stereotype of the western hero for generations to come, was in fact far more innovative as a sculptor than as
a painter. For this exhibition, the Amon Carter interpreters have arranged their entire collection of twenty-seven Remington bronzes to
support their argument. The Museum is located at 3501 Camp Bowie
Boulevard in Fort Worth, and is open Tuesday through Saturday from
10 a.m. until 5 p.m., and Sunday from 1 until 5:30 p.m. Admission is
free.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO NEWS
by Robert R. White
The next annual conference of the Historical Society of New Mexico
will be held in Las Cruces from Thursday, April 18 through Saturday,
April 20, 1991. The conference headquarters will be the Holiday Inn
de Las Cruces. The tentative schedule includes sessions on Coronado,
territorial military activities, local history, southeastern New Mexico,
and Fort Cummings and other southern New Mexico forts. Additional
sessions are being organized. Tours are being pla,nned to Fort Cummings and nearby military sites. Further information on the annual
conference may be obtained from John Grassham, Albuquerque Museum, 2000 Mountain Road NW, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87104 (phone
243-7255).

The Society requests donations of books on New Mexico history
for a book auction to be held during the annual conference. All proceeds
from the auction will directly benefit the Society. Further information
on the book auction may be obtained from Charles Bennett, P.O. Box
9312, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504 (phone 827-6476) or Robert R. White,
P.O. Box 101, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103 (phone 247-3138).

