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Old Heat and New Light Concerning
the Search for Coronado's Bridge:
A Historiography of the Pecos and
Canadian Rivers Hypotheses
JOSEPH P. SANCHEZ

As the relatively quiet two-year 450th anniversary of Francisco Vazquez
de Coronado's expedition (1540-1542) comes to an end, scholars continue to speculate about the route he took across Sonora, Arizona, New
Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas. Although Coronado failed to
achieve his primary objective to find fabulously wealthy Quivira, he
did succeed in taking an important step in the European expansion
and development of North America. Significantly, the expedition began
a written tradition for a wide geographical area from western Mexico
to California and across the Southwest to Kansas. Etched into the
national stories of Mexico and the United States, Coronado's expedition
has added to the romance and lore of a great geographic area. If place
names like Cicuye, Cfbola, and Quivira tantalized early explorers,
modern-day scholars are hopeful of someday locating Chichilticale,
Coronado's bridge, and the deep canyons on the Great Plains seen by
the expedition. Unfortunately, the precise route taken by the expedition
has eluded scholars of both nations for over a century and a half.
Even though much was writtten by the men of Coronado, literally
Joseph P. Sanchez is director of the Spanish Colonial Research Center, a joint project
of the National Park Service and the University of New Mexico. He is author of Spanish
Bluecoats: The Catalonuln Volunteers in Northwestern New Spain, 1767-1810.
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hundreds of questions about what they did and saw during the two
years will likely never be answered. Aside from the unknown location
of the bridge mentioned by the expedition before it crossed onto the
Texas panhandle from New Mexico, at least thirteen other major issues
about their route remain unresolved. They include questions about the
route from Compostela, Mexico, to the present-day Arizona border;
the location of Chichilticale; the direction taken from Chichilticale to
Zuni; the paths taken by three segments of the expedition to the Rio
Grande; the line of march from the Rio Grande pueblos to Pecos; identification of the river bridged by Coronado before crossing to the Llano
Estadaco; the location of the barrancas (canyons) on the Plains; the
location of Cona; the route of the return of the main army from the
Llano Estacado; the direction taken by Coronado and the Chosen Thirty
north from the barrancas; the location of Quivira; Coronado's return
route from Quivira to the Rio Grande; and, the route of the expedition
from New Mexico to Compostela. Each issue is intricately linked in
such a way that the succeeding issue cannot be satisfactorily solved
until the preceding one has been resolved. All of these issues have
supporters who have speculated and hypothesized about them. Recently, the location of Coronado's bridge has sparked another round
of debate. If the site can be conclusively identified, it will significantly
influence how scholars view Coronado's march to the barrancas on the
Texas panhandle. And, like dominos collapsing upon one another, its
resolution would affect the interpretation of Coronado's direction from
the barrancas to Quivira.
The chronological sequence leading to the pridge began when the
expedition departed eastward from Tiguex on the Rio Grande. Although the Spaniards had traveled from the Rio Grande to Pecos several
times, they did not describe a clear route to it. Consequently, one may
speculate that they traveled from Tiguex to the Galisteo pueblos, which
they had explored previously, then northeast to Pecos, or that the
expedition marched north along the Rio Grande to Quirix, that is, the
Keresan pueblos south of present La Bajada, picking up supplies there
before veering east around the Sangre de Cristo Mountains and then
to Glorieta Pass to Pecos. In preparation for leaving Tiguex, Vazquez
de Coronado did send his men north along the Rio Grande to collect
supplies and one detachment went as far west as Zia Pubelo for provisions. I
The route from Tiguex to Galisteo was known. Pedro de Castaneda
1. Herbert E. Bolton, Coronado on the Turquoise Trail: Knight of Pueblos and Plains
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1949), 234-39.
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de Naxera, chronicler of the expedition, described it saying "Between
Cicuye [Pecos] and the province of Quirix [Keres] there is a small,
strong pueblo, which the Spaniards named Ximena, and another pueblo,
almost deserted, for only one of its sections is inhabited. This pueblo
must have been large, to judge by its site, and it seemed to have been
destroyed recently. This was called the town of Los Silos, because big
maize silos were found in it.,,2 The Spaniards were aware of warfare
between the various pueblos and their Plains tribes enemies. As well
as they could determine, the Spaniards learned that a large body of
Teyas had beseiged Cicuye sixt~en years previously but could not take
the powerful pueblo. Just beyond Los Silos the Spaniards found more
evidence of Indian warfare: another large pueblo completely destroyed.
"The patios," wrote Castaneda, "were covered with numerous stone
balls as large as jugs of one arroba (approximately twenty-five pounds).
It looked as if the stones had been hurled from catapults or guns with
which an enemy had destroyed the pueblo."3
Herbert Eugene Bolton suggested that the first phase of the march
was covered in four days between Tiguex and Pecos. They went, wrote
Bolton, "north up the Rio Grande, around the end of Sandia Mountains, and eastward through Galisteo Valley, passing the famous turquoise mines. On the way they noted several towns similar to those
of Tiguex, some of whose ruins are still to be seen today. The first
pueblo, reached after one day's travel, had about thirty inhabited houses.
Coronado stopped here in passing, embraced the chief, and instructed
the people to tell their neighbors to remain quiet in their homes. . . .
The implication is that these people had joined in the Tiguex rebellion
but were now forgiven."4 Next they passed through Los Silos, evidently
picking up corn from its storage rooms, before proceeding north. Bolton
suggested they went northeast "presumably through Lamy Canyon
and Glorieta Pass, or perhaps more directly over the mountains, to
Cicuique, or Pecos."s Juan de Jaramillo corroborated the itinerary writing, "After leaving this settlement and the river, we passed two other
pueblos whose names I do not know, and in four days we came to
Cicuique . . . this route was to the northeast.,,6
2. George P. Hammond and Agapito Rey, Narratives of the Coronado Expedition 15401542 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1940), 257.
3. Ibid., 258.
4. Bolton, Coronado, 239.
5. Ibid., 240.
6. Hammond and Rey, Narratives, 300.
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That they went to Pecos and camped there is a given. Castaneda's
description of the pueblo has become a classic statement. Of it he wrote:
Cicuye is a pueblo containing about 500 warriors. It is feared
throughout that land. It is square, perched on a rock in the center
of a vast patio or plaza, with its estufas. The houses are all alike,
four stories high. One can walk on the roofs over the whole pueblo,
there being no streets to prevent this. The second terrace is all
surrounded With lanes which enable one to circle the whole pueblo.
These lanes are like balconies which project out, and under which
one may find shelter. The houses have no doors on the ground
floor. The inhabitants use movable ladders to climb to the corridors
on this terrace. The corridors are used as streets. The houses facing
the open country are back to back with those on the patio, and in
time of war they are entered through the interior ones. The pueblo
is surrounded by a low stone wall. Inside there is a water spring,
which can be diverted from them. The people of this town pride
themselves because no one has been able to subjugate them, while
they dominate the pueblos they wish. The inhabitants [of Cicuye]
are of the same type and have the same customs as those in the
other pueblos. The maidens here also go about naked until they
take a husband. For they say that if they do anything wrong it
will soon be noticed and so they will not do it. They need not feel
ashamed, either, that they go bout as they were born. 7
Castaneda did leave some clues with reference to the geographic
perspective regarding New Mexico's location and how far they had
traveled to that point. Given his knowledge of the Sierra Madre Occidental and the Sierra Madre Oriental, he believed that the Sierra
Madre Occidental curved westward following the configuration of the
coast and that possibly the two ranges widened out to the north, and
within them, lay the Great Plains. Castaneda recorded his observations
as follows:
We have already told of the terraced settlements, which, it seems,
were located in the center of the cordillera, in the most level and
spacious portion of it, for it is 150 leagues across to the plains
located between the two mountain ranges. I refer to the one along
the North sea and the one on the South sea, which on this coast
could be more properly called West sea. This cordillera is the one
at the South sea. Thus to better understand how the settlements
I am describing extend along the middle of the cordillera, I will
7. Ibid., 257.
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state that from Chichilticale, which is the beginning of this stretch,
to Cibola, there is a distance of eighty leagues. From Cibola, which
is the first pueblo to Cicuye, which is the last one on the way
across, is seventy leagues; from Cicuye to the beginning of the
plains it is thirty leagues. Perhaps we did not cross them directly
but at an angle so that the land seemed more extensive than if it
had been crossed at the center. The latter route might have been
more difficult and rough. One can not determine this very clearly
because of the bend which the cordillera makes along the coast of
the gulf of the Tizon river. 8
Having departed Pecos with Indian guides who hoped to lose the
expedition in the wilderness before them, the Spaniards proceeded for
several days until they reached a river "we Spaniards called Cicuique,"
wrote Jaramillo. 9 Castaneda reported that the Spaniards "traveled in
the direction of the plains, which are on the other side of the mountain
range. After four days' march, they came to a deep river carrying a
large volume of water flowing from the direction of Cicuye. The general
named it the Cicuye River."l0 How the expedition reached the Pecos
River is unknown. .
Bolton suggested that Vazquez de Coronado left Pecos Pueblo,
"situated on an arroyo tributary to Pecos River,"lI and followed a route
paralleling the present-day highway to Las Vegas. Descending the valley, the expeditionary force kept Glorieta Mesa to their right. On their
left was the Pecos River. Passing present-day Rowe, speculated Bolton,
the expedition proceeded to present-day San Jose before reaching the
Pecos River where today's highway crosses it. From there, the expedition followed the river downstream, past present-day Ribera, San
Miguel, Pueblo, and Villanueva. They proceeded along this route until
they reached Anton Chico, where Coronado bridged the Rio Cicuye
or Pecos River. Once across the river, the expedition began a new phase
of their search for Quivira which, they supposed, was on the Buffalo
Plains.
"If I remember correctly, it seems to me that to reach this river, at
the point where we crossed it, we went somewhat more to the northeast. Upon crossing it we turned more to the left, which must be more
to the northeast, and we began to enter the plains where the cattle
8.
9.
10.
11.

Ibid., 260-61.
Ibid., 300.
Ibid., 235.
Bolton, Coronado, 242.
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roam," wrote JaramilloY Was Jaramillo mistaken about the direction
of march? Could it have been a slip of memory or a typographical error
in transcription by the sixteenth-century copyist? Other accounts of
the expedition such as the "Relaci6n del Suceso,,13 clearly state that the
line of march was southeast. The error, if indeed it is one, has confounded historians and searchers for Coronado's bridge for over a
century.
Working with great dedication for over eight years to determine
the route from Pecos Pueblo to the Pecos River, Richard and Shirley
Flint have proposed an alternative to the Bolton hypothesis. Thoroughly analyzing primary and secondary sources, the indefatigable
Flints have discounted many other hypotheses regarding the route to
the Pecos River. With methodological skill, the Flints examined the
hypotheses proposed by proponents of the following bridge sites: the
Rio Grande, the Gallinas River, the Canadian, and the Pecos rivers. 14
Their assessments of the various hypotheses are based on four critical
elements: the location of Cicuye; the direction of the expedition's line
of march from Cicuye; the distance of march to the Rio de Cicuye's
bridge site; and the identity of the Rio de Cicuye. 15
In regard to the Rio Grande hypothesis, the Flints immediately
discount it because it is obviously the wrong river. 16 It is, however,
worth mentioning Henry M. Brackenridge's proposal because it represents part of the historiography of the search for the bridge. As early
as 1857, write the Flints, Brackenridge in Early Discoveries by Spaniards
in New Mexico: Containing an Account of the Castles of Cibola and the Present
Appearance of their Ruins, suggested that the Pecos River was bridged
"probably above Taos." Brackenridge was mistaken in regards to the
location of Cicuye and the line of march to the river.
Likewise, the Flints discount the Gallinas River hypothesis because
of its lack of documentary support. In 1871 James H. Simpson proposed
that the bridge was located along the Gallinas River, at or near Las
Vegas, New Mexico, about fifty miles from Pecos Pueblo and, in 1916,
Michael Shine proposed that the bridge was constructed on the Gallinas
12. Hammond and Rey, Narratives, 300.

13. Ibid., 289.
14. Richard Flint and Shirley Cushing Flint, Identifying the Coronado Expedition's Route:
Cicuye to the Rio de Cicuye Bridge. A Proposal for an Historical Archaeological Project, San
Miguel and Guadalupe Counties, New Mexico (1990), 6. Also see Richard Flint and Shirley
Cushing Flint, "The Coronado Expedition: Cicuye to the Rio de Cicuye Bridge," New
Mexico Historical Review 67 (April 1992).
15. Flint and Flint, Identifying the Route, 8.
16. Ibid., 6.
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River at or near Chaparito, New Mexico, over forty-five miles from the
pueblo. Based on topographic criteria, the Flints assess that the Gallinas
River hypothesis could not be supported because it was based on the
wrong direction of march and therefore, the wrong river. 17
The Canadian River hypothesis held better hope, but after examining several proposals, the Flints discount its possibility. For example, Adolph F. Bandelier in 1892 proposed the Canadian River as a
candidate; and George P. Winship in 1896 suggested the Canadian River
"a little to the east of the present river and settlement of Mora." Both
scholars estimated that the bridge was constructed somewhere over
seventy-five miles from Pecos Pueblo. In 1962, Albert Schroeder revisited the sites of the Bandelier and Winship hypotheses and determined that the river crossed by the expedition was the Canadian River
near Conchas Dam, New Mexico. In his essay, "The Locale of Coronado's 'Bridge,'" included in this current issue of the New Mexico Historical Review, Schroeder flatly states that the "bridge site could not
have been on the Pecos River." In presenting his arguments for the
Canadian River bridge site based on the length of time and distances
recorded by the expedition, Schroeder eliminates the Pecos River as a
candidate for Coronado's bridge. He reasserfs his earlier conclusion
that the river bridged by the expedition is the Canadian near Conchas
Dam. Based on the direction of march taken by the expedition and the
great distance and terrain covered, the Flints feel that the Canadian
River hypothesis does not fit the distance criteria established by the
expedition's chroniclers. I8 Schroeder argues to the contrary.
Notwithstanding Schroeder's logical argument, the Flints propose
that the Pecos River hypothesis has the best possibilities. However,
they are cautious about the placement of the bridge because of the
distance factor. For example, Frederick S. Dellenbaugh, in 1897, proposed a Pecos River crossing near Roswell, New Mexico. However,
the information used by Dellenbaugh was erroneous. He had mistakenly placed Cicuye at Nogal, fifteen miles northwest of Fort Stanton,
New Mexico. A more reasonable proposal was advanced by Fredrick
W. Hodge in 1899 by proposing Pecos Pueblo as the beginning point,
with a line of march in a southeasterly direction and a distance of
seventy-five to eighty miles. Hodge proposed that the crossing was
17. Ibid., 6.
18. See Albert H. Schroeder, "The Locale of Coronado's 'Bridge:" New Mexico
Historical Review 67 (April 1992), and Albert H. Schroeder, "A Reanalysis of the Routes
of Coronado and Onate into the Plains in 1541 and 1601," Plains Anthropologist 7 (February
1962). Also see Flint and Flint, Identifying the Route, 6.
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made on the Pecos River at or a little south of Puerto de Luna, New
Mexico. 19 In 1944, W. C. Holden took a middle-of-the-road approach
in support of the army's southeastern direction from Pecos Pueblo but
concluded that the bridge was constructed north of Santa Rosa. In one
part of his analysis, Holden wrote, "It is probable that the bridge was
built at Anton Chico.,,20 Later in his study, Holden alluded to the
expedition having passed "not very far north of Santa Rosa," and
started across the plains to the east of there. "It is our opinion," continued Holden, "that Coronado stayed on the Llano Estacado from
Santa Rosa to the Querecho village."21 Thus Holden proposed a route
from Pecos Pueblo to the High Plains via the Pecos River by following
a line along the west side of the Pecos River valley to Anton Chico
where the Spaniards built a bridge. Once across the river, Holden
proposed that the expeditionary force proceeded in an east-southeast
direction paralleling the river on the eastside until they reached the
vicinity of Santa Rosa. Before it reached Santa Rosa, the expedition
veered to the east and reached the High Plains at Frio Draw to the
south of Tucumcari.
In 1937, Paul A. Jones supported the Pecos River crossing but made
no determination about location other than suggesting that the bridge
was constructed forty to fifty miles from Pecos Pueblo. He did, however, support a southeasterly line of march. 22 Bolton supported the
Pecos River hypothesis and placed the crossing at Anton Chico, New
Mexico,23 a probable distance of forty-five to fifty miles from Pecos
Pueblo. Although Hodge, Jones, Holden, and Bolton appear correct in
their conclusion that the direction of march was southeast, the Flints
conclude that Hodge went too far; Jones was too vague; they express
no opinion on Holden; and surmise that Bolton had the expedition
meeting the river too soon, though his is the most likely of the previous
hypotheses. 24
Given the historiographical controversy over the bridge, the Flints
propose a new hypothesis as follows:
19. Frederick Webb Hodge, "The First Discovered City of Cibola," American Anthropologist 8 (1899), 61.
20. W. C. Holden, "Coronado's Route across the Staked Plains," West Texas Historical
Association Yearbook 20 (October 1944), 7.
21. Holden, "Coronado," 9.
22. Paul A. Jones, Coronado and Quivira (Lyons, Kansas: Lyons Publishing Co., 1937),
46.

23. Bolton, Coronado, 242-43.
24. Flint and Flint, Identifying the Route, 6.
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Upon leaving Cicuye in the first week of May 1541, the Coronado
expedition proceeded south to the area of modern Rowe, New
Mexico. At that point they ascended a relatively gentle natural
ramp onto Glorieta Mesa. Following the drainages of the mesa's
gently tilted surface, they traveled south and slightly east to the
vicinity of modern Leyba, New Mexico, and into Canon Blanco.
The canyon then served as a roadway all the way east to its junction
with the Pecos River. The army then followed the river east and
slightly south to its confluence with the Gallinas River. Not far
downstream from there (roughly sixty-five miles southeast of Cicuye) a bridge was built across the Pecos River and the whole
company of people and animals crossed over. 25
The Flints propose their hypothesis based on agreement with the
Pecos River proponents. They suggest that the bridge was built below
La Junta. They conclude that Cicuye was Pecos Pueblo; that the Rio
Cicuye was the Pecos River; that the line of march was southeasterly;
that the distance of march was between forty-seven and seventy-three
miles; that the expedition ascended Glorieta Mesa by way of Rowe
Rincon because it is the easiest egress from the Pecos Valley and the
only easy route out before cliffs close in enough to force traffic to the
river; and that Canon Blanco offers the best likelihood of water and
pasturage for the large herds in the expedition. 26 Without doubt the
location of the bridge is critical toward explaining where the expedition
went next.
Having crossed the bridge, which could have been anything from
an actual wooden structure to a low water crossing, the expedition
traveled four or five days to where they encountered large herds of
buffalo. Bolton concluded they went "eastward across a wide plateau
broken by boldly scarped mesas sprinkled with scrub juniper, cactus,
and other desert plants."2? Jones contended that "the route did turn
to the northeast but the Turk, their chief guide, kept bearing more to
the east and finally turned to a southerly direction."28 Bolton's route
had the expedition moving northeasterly for a distance of a hundred
miles or more along the southern drainage of the Canadian River until
they reached the Texas panhandle.
The Bolton route, in modern terms, led north after the expedition
crossed the Pecos River but turned eastward following the Rock Island
25. Ibid., 10.
26. Ibid.

27. Bolton, Coronado, 243.
28. Jones, Coronado and Quivira, 46.
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Railroad line and Highway 54-66. The expedition entered the Pajarito
Creek basin by way of Cuervo near Newkirk. Near there they could
see the rampart-like cliffs for which the Llano Estacado or Palisaded
Plain is named. "They were called Stockaded Plains," wrote Bolton,
"from the rim-rock which at a distance looks like a stone fortification.
The usual explanation about driving down stakes to avoid getting lost,
is an engaging folk tale."29 The expedition was within sight of Tucumcari Peak.
The caprock and its canyonlands comprise the notable features of
the Llano Estacado. Of the intriguing formation, Dan Flores writes
"The old-time New Mexicans had a saying: 'Hay las sierras debajo de
los llanos' (There are mountains below the plains). Modern travelers
crossing the Southern Plains on the interstates from Oklahoma City to
Albuquerque or San Antonio to Santa Fe might doubt it, but the New
Mexicans were right. Below the level of the flat horizon, great canyons
carve mesas and buttes, spires and badlands through the architecture
of the Llanos of West Texas and New Mexico. "30
Through Spanish colonial eyes, Castaneda wrote:
Now we shall describe the plains, a vast level area of land more
than 400 leagues wide in that part between the two cordilleras.
The one was crossed by Fran~isco Vazquez de Coronado on his
way to the South sea, the other by the men of Don Fernando de
Soto when coming from Florida to the North sea. What we saw
of these plains was all uninhabited. The opposite cordillera could
not be seen, nor a hill or mountain as much as three estados high,
although we traveled 250 leagues over them. Ocasionally there
were found some ponds, round like plates, a stone's throw wide,
or larger. Some contained fresh water, others salt. In these ponds
some tall grass grows. Away from them it is all very short, a span
long and less. The land is the shape of a ball, for wherever a man
stands he is surrounded by the sky at the distance of a crossbow
shot. There are no trees except along the rivers which there are
in some barrancas. These rivers are so concealed that one does
not see them until he is at their edge. They are of dead earth [son
de tierra muerta], with approaches made by the cattle in order to
reach the water which flows quite deep.31
On the Llano Estacado the Spaniards noticed marks on the ground
29. Bolton, Coronado, 243.
30. Dan Flores, Caprock Canyonlands: Journl?!fs into the Heart of the Southern Plains
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990), ix.
31. Hammond and Rey, Narratives, 261.
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as if someone had dragged lances through the area. Curious, they
followed the lines and came upon a rancheria or settlement of semisedentary Indians. The lines were made by the poles mounted on large
dogs used in dragging their goods like a travois. The Querechos, Apachean people, were among the first tribe contacted on the Great Plains
by the Spaniards. The expedition was, according to Bolton, approaching a point just west of the New Mexico-Texas line "where the trail to
Quivira crossed the Canadian River." 32
W. C. Holden's study of the route in 1944 offers a historiographical
review of earlier literature about Vazquez de Coronado's march through
the Llano Estacado and beyond. In his critique, he discounted J. H.
Simpson's 1871 route because it is erroneous. Simpson ran the route
from Pecos Pueblo in a northeasterly direction crossing the ColoradoNew Mexico line near Raton, thence east following a line south of the
Arkansas River to present-day Kingman, Kansas. There, noted Simpson, Vazquez de Coronado, having been slowed by the large army,
picked thirty men to go forward and turned the rest of the army back
to the Rio Grande. He then proceeded to the extreme northeastern
part of Kansas. The army, contended Simpson, returned through the
northwestern comer of Oklahoma and, marching in a southwesterly
direction, crossed the Texas panhandle by way of Hemphill, Roberts,
Carson, Potter, Randall, and Deaf Smith counties to the Pecos River
near Fort Sumner, New Mexico. From there, wro.te Simpson, the army
went northwest to a point near Mora, and presumably crossed the
mountains to the southwest to Pecos Pueblo. 33
Holden also questioned the accuracy of Winship's conclusions.
Winship argued that the expedition left Pecos Pueblo in a southeasterly
direction and crossed the Pecos River ten or fifteen miles south of Fort
Sumner. From there, Winship contended, the Spaniards crossed Bailey,
Cochran, Terry Lynn, Borden, Scurry, Mitchell, Crane, Runnels, and
Coleman counties. There the expedition divided with the main army
retracing its tracks and Vazquez de Coronado proceeding north into
southern Kansas. Winship, as Holden saw it, concluded that "after
making a big circle into north central Kansas, where Quivira was, he
returned to Cicuye in a southwesternly direction, keeping the same
route that later became the Santa Fe TraiL"34
32. Bolton, Coronado, 249.
33. Holden, "Coronado," 4; James H. Simpson, "Coronado's march in search of the
'Seven -Cities of Cibola' and discussion of their probable location," Annual Report of the
Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution (1871), 336-37.
~
.
34. Holden, "Coronado," 4; George P. Winship, The Coronado Expedition, 1540-1542,
2 Parts (Washington, D.C.: Fourteenth Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology, 1896),
1:400.
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Seeking to support his hypothesis, Holden analyzed one more
study. In 1929 David Donoghue proposed that the expedition had gone
down the Pecos River on the west bank until reaching Santa Rosa,
where the bridge was constructed. From there the Spaniards went east
onto the Llano Estacado. They passed through Quay County, New
Mexico, across the southern portion of Deaf Smith and Randall counties
to Tule Canyon in the northeast corner of Swisher County, Texas. At
Tule Canyon or Palo Duro Canyon is where the army divided, contended Donoghue. Of the route taken by the returning army, Donoghue proposed that it passed through northwestern L?mar County
and Bailey County to Fort Sumner and followed the east bank of the
Pecos River to the bridge north of Santa Rosa, where it crossed to the
west bank and continued to Pecos Pueblo.
Meanwhile, wrote Donoghue, Vazquez de Coronado went north
from Palo Duro Canyon, traversing western Armstrong and Carson
counties into Hutchinson County, where he crossed the Canadian River,
which the Spaniards called the San Pedro y San Pablo. "Of this much
I am certain," wrote Donoghue, "the expedition never left the Llano
Estacado; Palo Duro Canyon and its tributaries are the only ravines
that fit Castaneda's descriptions; the salt lakes are found only in the
southern Llano Estacado: Quivira was on the Canadian, or some of its
tributary creeks at the edge of the plains."35
Holden declared that Simpson and Winship were in error and that
Donoghue had "come closer to the truth" but disagreed with him on
the location of Quivira. Still Holden was concerned with the route of
the army after it crossed the Pecos River. Curiously, Holden remarked
"The New Mexico highway markers indicate that the army crossed the
Pecos at Puerto de Luna, eleven miles south of Santa Rosa, and went
northeast, keeping just north of the caprock, going by Montoya, Tucumcari, and San Jon and climbing onto the Llano Estacado near Glenrio
about the Texas-New Mexico line. This route would have been practically the same traversed by Highway 66, and New Mexico has placed
markers along the highway indicating that such was Coronado's route.
Recently we went over this route, checked the topography against the
accounts and were unable to find any evidence to support the claims."36
Although the expedition crossed through the general area, it would
be inaccurate to claim that the route was the same as the present
highway. By the same token, it would be inaccurate to deny that the
35. Holden, "Coronado," 4-5; David Donoghue, "The Route of Coronado's Expedition in Texas," Southwestern Historical Quarterly 32 (January 1929), 192.
36. Holden, "Coronado," 10.
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army passed somewhere within a corridor in the area twenty miles
wide on either side of the highway.
Once across the New Mexico-Texas line, the expedition crossed
the Canadian River, the stream whose tributaries they had been fol10wing. 37 Holden states that "the Spaniards crossed streams like the
Canadian without being impressed. "38 Castaneda explained that "From
there the general sent Don Rodrigo Maldonado ahead with his company; he traveled four days and came to a large barranca like those of
Colima. At its bottom he found a large rancheria with people."39 However, traveling to the second Querecho rancheria, the expedition appears to have left the Canadian River route. Holden concluded that
"With the possible exception of the bridge on the Cicuye river, the
most pivotal landmark mentioned in all of the original accounts was
the 'ravine like those of Colima.' 1140 Similarly, Bolton aptly states, "The
location of this second Querecho village was pivotal in the whole story
of Coronado's march to Quivira and back." 41
Although most scholars agree that the expedition was following
the southern branch of the Canadian River drainage, the question of
the canyonlands presents another riddle concerning the line of march.
The route across the Llano Estacado led to a series of canyons. Were
these canyons along the Canadian River drainage as suggested by
Schroeder42 or were they, as proposed by Bolton,43 part of the Red
River system? Had the expedition entered the ravines near the Canadian Breaks? Or, was the expedition in the Tule Canyon-Palo Duro
Canyon system? If so, at which point did they leave the Canadian River
and its tributaries? The answer to how they got there may lie in the
location of Coronado's bridge.
In an age of economic priorities, historical routes have become
increasingly important in attracting tourists to certain areas, and tourist
dollars have made history a lucrative business. Not surprising, the
search for the trail has made the leap from the private notebooks of
scholars and preservationists to interested groups, some of which are
chambers of commerce in certain localities along the supposed route.
In the case of Coronado's route, serious historical research must precede tourism in order to justify asking local and out-of-state visitors to
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

Bolton, Coronado, 249; Holden, "Coronado," 14.
Holden, "Coronado," 14.'
Hammond and Rey, Narratives, 237.
Holden, "Coronado," 13.
Bolton, Coronado, 250.
Schroeder, "Reanalysis of the Routes," 3.
Bolton, Coronado, 237.
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believe that what they spend money to see is based on fact-or truthas well as it can be known. Unfortunately, only portions of the route
can be verified through historical documentation and archaeological
surveys. The historiography about the expedition is filled with a mixed
bag of facts, conjectures, hypotheses, and theories. And, despite the
speculations among scholars, few sites where Coronado and his men
visited are indisputable. Among sites known to have been visited by
the expedition are Compostela and Culiacan in Mexico, and Zuni,
Acoma, the Rio Grande pueblos from Isleta to San Felipe as well as
Zia, Galisteo, and Pecos pueblos in New Mexico. The consensus among
scholars is that Coronado marched onto the Great Plains from New
Mexico and reached as far as the Great Bend of the Arkansas in central
Kansas. What is not known is the precise route he took at any given
point between Compostela and the Arkansas. Knowledge of each step
in the 4,OOO-mile round-trip trek of the expedition is critical for establishing where Coronado went. Coronado's bridge is only a part, albeit
a critical one, of the conundrum presented by the elusive route.

The Locale of Coronado's "Bridge"

ALBERT H. SCHROEDER

Recent interest in Francisco Vazqu~z de Coronado's 1541 expedition
from Pecos Pueblo into the plains has grown out of several proposed
450th anniversary celebrations_ The Coronado routes projected in the
past vary in many respects. However, the major point that needs to
be established is the "bridge" crossing four days out from Pecos Pueblo,
the Cicuye of the Spaniards. The bridge may have been a ford that
had to be built up because of the high water the Spaniards encountered
there. Most of the reconstructions of the route place the crossing to
the south on the Pecos River, such as that of Herbert Eugene Bolton. 1
After making this crossing, projected routes then scatter between east
and south at various angles and distances before turning north to reach
Quivira near Great Bend on the Arkansas River. In 1962, I published
an article reanalyzing the route and placed the bridge on the Canadian
River near present Conchas Dam, where the river shifts from southeast
to east. 2
Albert H. Schroeder is an anthropologist and ethnohistorian, currently at work on
several projects. He is retired from the National Park Service, and the author of numerous
articles on the American Southwest. He is co-editor, with Dan S. Matson, of A Colony
on the Move: Gaspar Castano de Sosa's Journal, 1590-1591.
1. Herbert E. Bolton, Coronado on the Turquoise Trail: Knight of Pueblos and Plains
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1949), facing p. 261.
2. Albert H. Schroeder, "A Reanalysis of the Routes of Coronado and Onate into
the Plains in 1541 and 1601," Plains Anthropologist 7 (February 1962), 2-23. See maps.
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In various group discussions, some historians have expressed doubt
that Coronado's army could have covered this leg of the journey from
Pecos Pueblo to the Canadian River in four days .. One can quibble
about the accuracy of distances and/or days traveled as well as directions given in the expedition reports. However, when the information
in the documents is examined as it relates to a specific point, many
confusing statements standing alone can be clarified by reference to
other remarks.
As to the length of daily travel, Pedro de Castaneda states it took
thirty-seven "days of from 6 to 7 leagues each to this point" on the
"last barranca." He further remarks that "A man had been detailed to
make the calculations and even to count the steps.... The distance
[back] to the settlements was 250 leagues."3 These figures corroborate
his 6 or closer to 7 leagues per day. This figure, however, is lower when
compared to that of the Relaci6n del Suceso. It recorded the distances
as 330 leagues on the outgoing trip in thirty-seven days and 200 leagues
in twenty-five days on the return route. 4 The daily average respectively
then would be 9 leagues per day and 8 leagues per day. Using 7 leagues
per day for four days to reach the crossing times 2.63 miles per league,
they covered 74 miles. At 8 leagues a day, the figure is 85 miles. At 9
leagues a day, the travel for the outgoing trip, the result is 95 miles.
The actual distance is about 80 miles. If the crossing was on the Pecos
River, this would place it somewhere near Villanueva as others have
suggested, or farther south.
When the direction of travel to the bridge crossing is considered,
Castaneda tells us "they traveled in the direction of the plains, which
are on the other side of the mountain range." He also states "the
distance from Cicuye to the beginning of the plains"5 is 30 leagues or
80 miles. The distance given fits a relatively straight line route, skirting
the mountains, and the direction east, rather than southeast as Bolton
suggests. 6
Also to be kept in mind is Hernando de Alvarado's prior entry
into the plains. The Relaci6n del Suceso notes that Alvarado "found a
small river running southeast." He followed it for one hundred leagues.
Later, this account says the army traveled 100 leagues east and 50 to
3. George P. Hammond and Agapito Rey, Narratives of the Coronado Expedition 15401542 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1940), 239-40.
4. Ibid., 291.
5. Ibid., 235, 261.
6. Bolton, Coronado, 242.
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the south (the Buckingham Smith Munoz copy says southeast).? Under
Coronado's order Alvarado had eighty days in which to explore. This
provides a figure of 7 leagues a day from Zuni, 8 assuming he did not
make many stops along the way. The small river flowing into the plains
could easily have been the Canadian.
The bridge site could not have been on the Pecos River. When
Castaneda described Pecos Pueblo, he wrote that it was located "in a
small valley between sierras and mountains covered with big pines.
There is a brook which abounds in excellent trout and otters,"9 no
doubt the Pecos River. Moreover, Juan Jaramillo, who accompanied
Coronado into the plains, states that after four days' travel from the
Rio Grande to Cicuye "we proceeded in three days to another river
which we Spaniards called Cicuique." He further notes that lito reach
this river, at the point where we crossed it, we went somewhat more
to the northeast."1o These statements alone, "to another river" approached by traveling northeast, are sufficient to eliminate the Pecos
River as the stream that was bridged. Because the name of Pecos Pueblo
was applied to a river thirty leagues away, reconstructions of Coronado's route across the Pecos River are on shaky ground.
The Relacion de Cfbola, like most other narratives, mentions four
days' travel from Cicuye lito some land as level as the sea:m Castaneda
reports four days' march from Cicuye lito a deep river carrying a large
volume of water flowing from the direction of Cicuye. The general
named it the Cicuye River. "12 The contrast in the descriptions of this
river four days from Pecos Pueblo in the Alvarado and Castaneda
references relates to the season of travel. Alvarado reached the river
in the summer of 1540, during which season the Canadian River carries'
a modest amount of water. Coronado reached the locale of the bridge
crossing in late April. Shortly before departing from the Rio Grande
to go to Pecos Pueblo, lithe river was thawing, after being frozen for
almost four months. "13 Undoubtedly, the many tributary streams of
the upper Canadian, flowing out of the mountains on the west, contributed considerable amounts of snowmelt. This would account for
7. Hammond and Rey, Narratives, 289, 291.
8. Ibid., 217; eighty days less twenty-five (Zuni to bridge and back to Tiguex) into

380 leagues (eighty from Zuni to bridge and to Tiguex).
9. Ibid., 258.
10. Ibid., 300; see also p. 235.
11. Ibid., 310.
12. Ibid., 235.
13. Ibid., 234.
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Castaneda's deep river and large volume of water, which the Spaniards
had to cross.
More information was gained about this river from the Querechos
in the vicinity of Dalhart, Texas, where I placed them. "They said that
by going down in the direction in which the sun rises there was a very
large river, that the army could travel along its banks through continuous settlements for ninety days...." By traveling east from Dalhart,
one would encounter the Canadian River due north of Pampa, Texas.
In 1583, Antonio de Espejo left Pecos Pueblo and followed the Pecos
River south, crossing over to the Rio Grande through the Davis Mountain area, Texas. In 1590, Gaspar Castano de Sosa traversed the entire
length of the Pecos River from south to north en route to Pecos Pueblo.
Neither of these reports mentions any settlements along the Pecos
River. 14
On its return trip, Coronado's army arrived "at the Cicuye River
more than thirty leagues below the town-I mean below the bridge
which had been built. ... " They also were informed "that this river
joins the Tiguex [sic-Quivira (Arkansas) River] more than twenty days
travel from there, and that it flows to the east again." This is followed
by another statement, ''It is believed that it empties into the mighty
Espiritu Santo which Don Hernando de Soto's men discovered in Florida."ls The description of these two rivers (Canadian and Arkansas)
joining and flowing east again and in turn emptying into the Mississippi
River certainly cannot be applied to the Pecos River and the Rio Grande.
Another confusing aspect is the terminology used by the chroniclers to refer to streams. Some identify the same stream as a river, or
an arroyo, and/or a barranca. The last was not a canyon or a gorge,
but a river valley, often wide, with more or less vertical sides. An
example is found in the hailstone episode "in a ravine." The horses
"were swept away until they ran into a barranca [cliff]. Some climbed
to places from which they were brought down with great difficulty."16
Jaramillo describes Castaneda's "last barranca which extended a league
from bank to bank" where the army turned back as "an arroyo flowing
14. Ibid., 236-37; George P. Hammond and Agapito Rey, The Rediscovery of New
Mexico 1580-1594 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1966), 206-9; Albert
H. Schroeder and Dan S. Matson, A Colony on the Move: Gaspar Castano de Sosa's Journal,
1590-1591 (Santa Fe: School of American Research, 1965), 54n; Albert H. Schroeder, A
Study of the Apache Indians, Part I (New York: Garland Publishing, 1974). Also see various
maps for the sixteenth-eentury Spanish expeditions.
15. Hammond and Rey, Narratives, 243.
16. Ibid., 238.
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between some barrancas in which there were good meadows."I? Castaneda remarks that it was a league wide and "a small river flowed at
the bottom."IB That barrancas were not necessarily deep ravines is
indicated by the fact that at one "barranca" a stampede of bison "fell
into it that it was filled and the other cattle crossed over them."19 At
no place in the narratives is there any mention or description of canyons on the plains that would match Palo Duro Canyon which historians propose that Coronado entered.
In addition to the points discussed above that eliminate the Pecos
River as the Cicuye River, there is another statement that supports this
situation. "Quivira is at forty degrees and the river at thirty-six."20
Simply put, a latitude can be applied to a specific place or to a westeast flowing river like Coronado's Cicuye River, the Canadian, but not
to the south-flowing Pecos River.
Another item, relating to the Antonio de Espejo expedition, should
be considered. In 1583, he left Pecos Pueblo to return to Chihuahua. 21
According to Luxan's journal, two Pecos Indians were taken "to direct
us to the cattle." The Indians led them down the Pecos River on daily
travel: (1) six leagues through a dense forest of pines and junipers over
a bad trail (riding horses) and camped by the river (near San Isidro);
(2) five leagues through the forest and sometimes along the river to
Las Rosales (near Villanueva); (3) five leagues through the forest on a
good trail to EI Arroyo de Alamillo (Tecolote Creek); (4) six leagues to
a stream (Gallina Creek) close to a small saline named La Salinilla,
where there were large holes of brackish water; (5) four leagues to a
stream lined with cottonwoods named EI Arroyo de las Garroches
because of cattle goad sticks found. This was very levelland with some
fine pastures and waterholes (vicinity of Las Colonias). In the past four
days they found many buffalo tracks; and (6) six leagues to the junction
with another fair-sized stream flowing from east to west (Los Tanos
Creek near Santa Rosa).
As is obvious from the above, Espejo's party began seeing buffalo
tracks on the second day out from Pecos Pueblo and goad sticks on .
the fifth day. When Coronado went from Pecos Pueblo into the plains,
he traveled four days to a river where a "bridge" was built, and then
went on another four to five days to the first sighting of buffalo. This
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Ibid., 302.
Ibid., 239.
Ibid., 236.
Ibid., 292.
Hammond and Rey, Narratives, 207.
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adds up to a total of seven to nine days to buffalo from Pecos Pueblo
as compared to two days for Espejo.
Also to be noted, the description of the country along Espejo's
1583 trail fits the geography of the country along the east side of the
Pecos River. If this trail was in use in the 154Os, and if Coronado had
traveled along the Pecos River for four days, as a number of historians
have proposed, Coronado would not have found it necessary to build
a bridge across the Pecos River to reach the east side, since the Indian
trail was on the east side of the river. The Espejo information is a
further indication, in addition to the many other details pointed out
above in regard to Coronado's narratives, that the Pecos River route
is not applicable to Coronado's trip into the plains.

The Coronado Expedition:
Cicuye to the Rio de Cicuye Bridge
RICHARD FLINT and SHIRLEY CUSHING FLINT

Between February of 1540 and June of 1542 an international cavalcade
that numbered upwards of fifteen hundred people traveled, under the
leadership of Francisco Vazquez de Coronado, on foot and horseback,
trailed by a large herd of livestock, some four thousand miles from
west-central Mexico to the heart of the Great Plains of North America
and back. They went to bring under the sway of the Spanish king a
far-off land reputedly rich in material wealth and populated by "primitive" peoples ripe for assimilation into the Christian faith.
Members of the expedition tell of trudging over rugged highlands,
immense plains, and treacherous rivers during their two years journeying to and from the north, and taking the measure of that land of
fabulous possibilities, the terra incognita that is modem northern Mexico
and the American Southwest.
Almost at the outset of the great march a delay of several days
was necessary at a river deep in Mexico (now identified as the Rio de
Richard Flint and Shirley Cushing Flint have codirected the Coronado's Bridge
Project, a historical and archaeological research project, since 1980. They have published
numerous articles on the Coronado expedition. Under a grant from Spain's Ministry of
Culture, they are currently collaborating on a field manual, entitled Material Culture of
the Coronado Expedition, 1540-1542, from documentary and archaeological sources. They
have also published three books on southwest prehistory.
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Santiago near Centispck) to ferry the sheep in the stock train across
one at a time, slung over the backs of horses.! It was likely at this same
Rio de Santiago a little more than two years later, on the return trip,
that while trying to ford the river a horse drowned and a soldier was
attacked and killed by an alligator. 2
Over and over on the way north swollen rivers rendered the necessary fords risky and toilsome. Then, late in the spring of 1540, Coronado, with a small vanguard, encountered a full-running river (now
thought to be in either east-central Arizona or southwest New Mexico). 3
Fording the river proved impossible, so the party built rafts upon which
to float themselves and their animals across the river they named Rio
de las Balsas (rafts), to commemorate that crossing on makeshift flatboats.
As the season advanced and the expedition neared its immediate
goal, the native cities of Cibola, high rivers were no further problem.
And still later in the year chroniclers of the expedition record no difficulties in crossing and recrossing the great river on the banks of which
winter quarters were established late in 1540 (almost assuredly the Rio
Grande near present Bernalillo, New Mexico).4
The spring of 1541 presented a new goal for the Spanish expeditionary force, the tantalizing wealth of distant Quivira. After leaving
winter quarters the expedition marched for four days to the east of the
Rio Grande; the first stop was the pueblo of Cicuye. Three or four days
beyond that pueblo they encountered a deep river that they called Rio
1. This route is the one reconstructed by Herbert E. Bolton in Coronado on the
Turquoise Trail: Knight of Pueblos and Plains (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1949), 82.
2. Ibid., 351.

3. Herbert Eugene Bolton proposed that this was the White River in the vicinity
of Fort Apache, Arizona; see Bolton, Coronado, 109. Charles C. DiPeso and others have
suggested a more easterly route, one winding back and forth across the modern ArizonaNew Mexico state line. On this route the river in question would be the San Francisco
just inside Arizona; see Charles C. DiPeso, John B. Rinaldo, and Gloria J. Fermer, Casas
Grandes, a Fallen Trading Center of the Gran Chichimeca, 8 vols. (Dragoon, Arizona: The
Amerind Foundation, 1974), 4:90.
4. All recent investigators have placed winter quarters on the west bank of the Rio
Grande near Bernalillo. The exact site has proved very elusive, however. Recent salvage
archaeology along New Mexico Highway 528 southwest of Bernalillo has disclosed midsixteenth-century Spanish artifacts and the floors of a series of partially subterranean
structures from that same period. This evidence is highly suggestive that Santiago Pueblo
(Laboratory of Anthropology site number 326) may have been Coronado's winter quarters during 1540-41 and 1541-42. See Bradley J. Vierra, A Sixteenth-century Spanish Campsite in the Tiguex Province, Laboratory of Anthropology Notes 475 (Santa Fe: Musem of New
Mexico, 1989).
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de Cicuye. To get their baggage and large herds across, they resorted
to building a bridge (although they apparently had not and did not
again go to such effort to cross any other river on the expedition's
course). The job took four days, after which they safely crossed the
river and spent much of the remainder of the summer in a frustrating
trek across the plains to the goldless grass huts of the actual Quivira.
Sixteenth-century documentary evidence about the location of the
bridge and the route from Cicuye to the bridge is vague and ambiguous.
Direct references exist in two narratives written years after the expedition by members of the party Juan de Jaramillo and Pedro de Castaneda de Naxera.
Jaramillo:
From here [Cicuique/Cicuye] we proceeded in three days to another river which we Spaniards called Cicuique. If I remember
correctly, it seems to me that to reach this river, at the point where
we crossed it, we went somewhat more to the northeast. Upon
crossing it we turned more to the left, which must be more to the
northeast, and we began to enter the plains where the cattle [bison]
roam. s
Castaneda:
The army departed from Cicuye.... They traveled in the direction
of the plains, which are on the other side of the mountain range.
After four days' march they came to a deep river carrying a large
volume of water flowing from the direction of Cicuye. The general
[Coronado] named it the Cicuye River. They stopped here in order
to build a bridge for crossing it. ... Ten days later they came to
some rancherias of a nomadic people, called Querechos around
there. Cattle [bison] had been sighted two days before. 6
Castaneda:
On its return [from the buffalo plains] the army arrived at the
Cicuye River more than thirty leagues below the town-I mean
below the bridge which had been built on the way out. We marched
upstream along its bank. ... Thus, as I have said, the army went
up the river until it reached the Pueblo of Cicuye. 7
Before being confronted by the Cicuye River the multitude of peo5. George P. Hammond and Agapito Rey, eds. and trans., Narratives of the Coronado
Expedition 1540-1542 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1940), 300.
. 6. Ibid., 235.
7. Ibid., 243.
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Principal Previous Hypothesized Sites
of Coronado's 1541 Bridge
New Mexico
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2
3
4
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Brackenridge, 1857
Simpson, 1871
Bandeller.1893
Dellenbaugh,1897
Wlnshlp,1898

6
7
8
9
10

Hodge, 1899
Shine, 1916
Hewett,1940
Bolton, 1949
Schroeder, 1962
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pIe and animals had repeatedly and successfully, if sometimes laboriously, swum, waded, and floated across rivers and streams. In the
entire four-thousand-plus-mile journey the Rio de Cicuye bridge was
the only such river crossing. Still later in the summer of 1541, when
the expedition recrossed the same Cicuye River on its return from the
wild goose chase in search of Quivira, evidently no bridge was needed.
The bridge over the Cicuye River was, thus, a unique product of
the Coronado expedition. Reference to its construction and location
stand out sharply in Castaneda's firsthand account of that earliest calculated incursion of Europeans into today's Arizona, New Mexico,
Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas.
The bridge's singularity makes it understandably a potential landmark for modem researchers seeking to track the long-ago route of
Coronado. No eyewitness maps or charts of the route, however, have
come to light, though some were doubtless drafted. In addition, of the
place names assigned by the expedition, almost none are used today.
And the narrative accounts of the explorers themselves are sketchy
(those few that have survived) and are little concerned with pinpointing
or minutely describing places and how they were reached. Lastly, the
physical bridge itself may not have stood more than a few days or
weeks. Certainly none of the subsequent Spanish expeditions reported
even its remains.
The few extant details about the Rio de Cicuye bridge and the
expedition's route to its site have tantalized scholars for at least a
hundred and fifty years. Numerous persons of historical bent have
extrapolated from the fragmentary, sometimes contradictory, written
evidence and have formulated equally numerous hypotheses about
where the bridge was built and the route followed to the bridge site.
The proposed (often pontifically proclaimed) locations of the bridge
range over an area of central New Mexico measuring 160 miles from
north to south and 50 miles from east to west, dot four different rivers,
and represent widely separated places on those rivers (see accompanying map). Previously hypothesized sites of Coronado's 1541 bridge
and routes to the bridge are summarized in the accompanying table.
In nine years of research we have assessed these hypotheses as
to geographical/topographical plausibility, conformance with the sixteenth-century documents, and compatibility with current knowledge
of the protohistoric Southwest. This assessment has revealed apparent
flaws in each of the previous hypotheses.
Those hypotheses, as well as our assessment of them, hinge on
determination of four critical elements: (1) the location of Cicuye, (2)
the direction of the expedition's march from Cicuye, (3) the distance

Cicuye to Rio de Cicuye Bridge Route Hypotheses
Direction
of March
from Cicuye

Distance of March
from Cicuye

Overall Assessment

Proponent

Location of Cicuye

H. M. BrackenridgeA
1857

Between Zulli and
the Rio Grande.
No precise
location.

NE

James H. Simpson"
1871

Pecos Pueblo

NE

"about 50 miles"

Gallinas River at or
near Las Vegas, NM

Wrong direction of march.
Wrong river.

Adolph F. Bandelierc
1893

Pecos Pueblo

NE

Not specified
(over 75 miles)

Probably the Canadian
River

Wrong direction of march.
Wrong river. Distance
probably too great.

George P. WinshipD
1896

Pecos Pueblo

Not specified
(over 75 miles)

Canadian River "a
little to the east of
the present river and
settlement of Mora"

Wrong direction of march.
Wrong river. Distance
probably too great.

Not specified

River Bridged

I~

Rio Grande
"probably above Taos"

Mistaken location of Cicuye.
Wrong direction of march.
Wrong river.
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Frederick Dellenbaugh E
1897

Nogal (15 miles
NW of Ft. Stanton,
NM)

E

Not specified
(over 75 miles)

Pecos River near
Roswell, NM

Mistaken location of Cicuye.
Distance probably too great.

:E

Frederick W. Hodge F
1899

Pecos Pueblo

SE

30 leagues
(75-80 miles)

Pecos River at or a
little south of Puerto
de Luna, NM

Distance probably too great.
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Michael Shine G
1916

Pecos Pueblo

SE

Not specified
(over 45 miles)

Edgar L. Hewett H
1940

Pecos Pueblo

NE

Not specified
(over 65-75 miles)

. Gallinas River at or
near Chaperito, NM
Mora River or
Canadian River
northeast of Las
Vegas, NM

......

Wrong river.
Wrong direction of march.
Wrong river.

\0
\0
N

Herbert E. Bolton'
. 1949

Pecos Pueblo

SE

Not specified
(approximately
45-50 miles)

Pecos River in the
vicinity of AntJ'n
Chico, NM

The most likely of the
previous hypotheses, but
Bolton has the expedition
meeting the river too soon.

Albert H. Schroeder!
1962

Pecos Pueblo

ESE

Not specified
(over 100 miles)

Canadian River near
Conchas Dam, NM

Wrong river. Distance much
too great.

Richard & Shirley Flint
1988

Pecos Pueblo

SE

approximately
65 miles

Pecos River just below
its junction with the
Gallinas River

See narrative for sketch of
rationale.

A"His [Coronado's] starting point was from Tiguex, between the Sierra Madre
and the Rio Grande, which he crossed near its head, and probably above Taos."
Henry M. Brackenridge, Early Discoveries by Spaniards in New Mexico, containing
an Account of the Castles of Cibola (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania: H. Miner and Co.,
1857), 14.
·"Now all this, I think, can be reconciled by reference to the accompanying
map, on which will be found laid down a route, the only one, I believe, existing
at the present day between Pecos and Las Vegas on the Rio Gallinas.... The
Gallinas is liable to be flooded ... this naturally would make necessary at such
times a bridge to cross it." James H. Simpson, "Coronado's March in Search
of the 'Seven Cities of Cibola' and Discussion of their Probable Location,"
Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution for 1869 (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1871), 336.
c"On the fourth day he [Coronado] crossed a river that was so deep that they
had to throw a bridge over it. This river was perhaps the Rio de Mora.
But it was more probably the Canadian River, into which the Mora empties."
Adolph F. Bandelier, The Gilded Man (New York: D. Appleton and Co., 1893),
2.23-24.
o"The bridge, however, was doubtless built across the upper waters of the
Canadian." George P. Winship, "The Coronado Expedition, 1540-1542" in Fourteenth Annual Report of the U.S. Bureau of American Ethnology, 1892-93, 2 Parts
(Washington, D.C.: 1896), 1:232.
E':This was the Pecos River. They [the Coronado expedition] probably bore a
course from Cicuye [Nogal location] about E.N.E., striking the river somewhere
near the mouth of the Rio Hondo. They built a bridge here to Cross on."
Frederick S. Dellenbaugh, "The True Route of Coronado's March," Bulletin of

the American Geographical Society 29 (December 1897), 427.
.
F"It would seem that Pecos River was bridged at a point about where the buffalo
plains begin, or somewhere between latitude 34 and 35.... This, it seems
would place the bridge crossing in the vicinity of Puerto de Luna--or more
likely somewhat south of that point. .. " Frederick W. Hodge, "Coronado's
March to Quivira" in J. V. Brower, Harahey, Memoirs of Explorations in the Basin
of the Mississippi, 8 vols. (St. Paul, 1899), 2:60-61.
G"The bridge, or crossing, was approXimately about twenty-four miles north of
the thirty-fifth parallel and about two miles east of the one hundred and fifth
meridian." Michael Shine, "The Lost Province of Quivira," The Catholic Historical
Review 2 (April 1916), 7.
H"The other [northern buffalo hunting trail] struck from Pecos Pueblo to the
east, veered to the north near the present town of Las Vegas, to the Mora
River, thence to the Canadian, then across to the Arkansas.... It would seem
likely that he [Coronado] was guided over the northern trail." Edgar L. Hewett,
"Coronado Monument and Museum," El Palacio 47 (August 1940), 176.
I "At Villanueva ... the road ... swings eastward, and even northeastward,
as Jaramillo says, to the river at Anton Chico. In this vicinity Coronado built
a bridge and crossed Cicuique River-that is, the Pecos." Bolton, Coronado,
242-43.
J "In summary, 3 to 4 days east of Pecos Pueblo they [the Coronado expedition]
reached the Canadian River and crossed it from the right to the left bank,
somewhere near Conchas Reservoir." Albert H. Schroeder, "A Re-analysis of
the Routes of Coronado and Oilate into the Plains in 1541 and 1601," Plains
Anthropologist 7 (February 1962), 4.
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of march to the Rio de Cicuye bridge site, and (4) the identity of the
Rio de Cicuye. A brief summary of the conclusions drawn by previous
investigators regarding these elements is included in the table. Also
included is our assessment of those conclusions.
Building on the scholarship of the past, we have formulated a new
bridge site and route to the bridge hypothesis. We have proposed that
the route of the first four days of Coronado's march toward Quivira
was this:
Upon leaving Cicuye in the first week of May 1541, the Coronado
expedition proceeded south to the area of modern Rowe, New Mexico.
At that point they ascended a relatively gentle natural ramp onto Glorieta Mesa. Following the drainages of the mesa's gently tilted surface,
they traveled south and slightly east to the vicinity of modern Leyba,
New Mexico, and into Canon Blanco. The canyon then served as a
roadway all the way east to its junction with the Pecos River. The army
then followed the river east and slightly south to its confluence with
the Gallinas River. Not far downstream from there (roughly sixty-five
miles southeast of Cicuye) a bridge was built across the Pecos River
and the whole company of people and animals crossed over.
We, like virtually all modern investigators, have concluded that
Cicuye is the abandoned Towa pueblo of Pecos. Castaneda's sixteenthcentury descriptions of Cicuye match the archaeological reconstruction
of the Quadrangle (or north pueblo) at Pecos and its modern physical
setting is easily recognizable four and a half centuries later from Castaneda's words. In addition, archaeological excavation has recovered
crossbow boltheads (the tips of crossbow arrows) at Pecos. These are
items that were probably common only with the Coronado expedition
among all the Spanish entradas (since by the 1550s the crossbow had
been almost entirely superceded by gunpowder firearms).
Significantly, according to Edgar L. Hewett, "Sikuye" was yet in
modern times a southern Tiwa (Isleta) name applied to Pecos Pueblo. 8
Tiwa was doubtless the language spoken in the Tiguex province of
pueblos where the expedition wintered prior to leaving for Quivira.
Hence Cicuye/Sikuye may well have been the name for Pecos the Spanish found most familiar.
Furthermore, no other candidate pueblo with similar layout and
site and with confirmed sixteenth-century occupancy has come to light.
8. Edgar L. Hewett and Reginald G. Fisher, Mission Monuments of New Mexico
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1943), 145.
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ARROYO CHIMAJA
EL CERRITO SANTA CRUZ

Reconstruction of the Coronado expedition's route. Cicuye (Pecos Pueblo) to
the bridge (La Junta), New Mexico. May 1541.

So to arrive at the bridge, we start from one of only a handful of wellestablished points along the whole of Coronado's route: Pecos Pueblo.
Our synthesis and interpretation of the sixteenth-century narratives results in tracking Coronado generally southeastward from Pecos
Pueblo for sixty-plus miles to where the expedition encountered and
bridged the "deep river." In support of this choice of direction, the
Relaci6n del Suceso (written probably in 1541 by an unidentified conquistador, possibly Hernando de Alvarado) in recapitulating the first
month of march beyond Cicuye reports that the army went "one hundred and fifty leagues, one hundred to the east and fifty to thesouth."9
9. Hammond and Rey, Narratives, 291. Juan de Jaramillo says, as quoted earlier,
that he thinks the army went northeast to reach the river. We, along with all other recent
historians, presume that his memory failed him at this point. A northeasterly course
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We view the statement as a summary of the trend of the march, that
is, resolved into cardinal components. Thus, the overall trend of march
was east-southeast. That is not to say that, necessarily, any specific
segment of the route ran exactly in that direction. This interpretation
seems particularly appropriate in light of the distance of march and
the most likely identity of the Rio de Cicuye.
Further corroboration is lent by statements of descendants of the
residents of Pecos Pueblo who reported that to reach the buffalo plains
(where Coronado spent most of the summer after leaving Pecos) the
Pecoseftos "never crossed the Pecos River at Cicuye ... , but went far
down the west bank before fording the stream."l0 That would be southeastward. In this connection, note that throughout his exploration Coronado was not blazing trails, but was led by indigenous guides who
followed already existing routes.
Our estimation of the distance the army traveled to the southeast
to reach the bridge site is based on the contemporary documentary
evidence. Juan de Jaramillo is the only member of the expedition known
to have recorded time of the army's march between points now confidently identified along its route. He gives nine days of travel for a
lightly encumbered reconnaissance party between a second town of
Ciliola, by which was probably meant the Matsaki ruins just southeast
of modern Zuni, New Mexico, and the Tiguex River, the modern Rio
Grande in the vicinity of Albuquerque, a distance of approximately 160
miles. 11 This yields an average daily travel of 17.8 miles. Jaramillo also
reports that it took the entire army four days to march from Coofor,
in the modern Bernalillo, New Mexico, area to Cicuye, a distance of at
least 63 miIes. 12 For the whole army this converts to a pace of 15.8
miles per day over this stretch.
Based on these figures, we project that the army was likely to have
covered between 48 and 71 miles in the course of the three or four
days it marched from Cicuye to the bridge site. 13 That this is a reasonfrom Cicuye (in which Jaramillo persists even beyond the river) would have carried the
expedition into the rugged Canon Largo country of the Canadian River breaks, which
none of the chroniclers mentions, including Jaramillo himself. In explanation, it can be
said that indeed the net direction of Coronado's movement that summer was to the
northeast, but only because of a long stretch of due north marching when the Quivira
journey was about half over.
10. Paul A. Jones, Coronado and Quivira (Lyons, Kansas: Lyons Publishing Co., 1937),
46. See also Hewett, "Coronado Monument and Museum."
11. Hammond and Rey, Narratives, 299.
12. Ibid., 300.
13. In Waldo Wedel, "Coronado's Route to Quivira 1541," Plains Anthropologist 15:49
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able projection is further supported by the Hidalgo de Elvas' account
of the Hernando de Soto expedition, a comparably sized and equipped
force operating in the modem southeastern United States at the same
time the Coronado expedition was in the Southwest. He reports that
marches of the de Soto expedition were ordinarily 13 to 15.6 miles per
day, occasionally increased by forced march to 18 to 21 miles per day. 14
From the documentary evidence it seems certain that it was the
modem Pecos River that the expedition called Rio de Cicuye and bridged
en route to the buffalo plains. The expedition's practice elsewhere was
to name rivers in the immediate vicinity of communities after those
communities, for example, the Tiguex River, the Quivira River, and
the Senora River. 15 This habit strongly suggests that the Pecos River
(within the valley of which Cicuye stands) is most likely to have been
given the name of Cicuye. Amplifying the documentary evidence are
Castaneda's statements that the Rio de Cicuye .flowed "from the direction of Cicuye"16 and that on its return from the buffalo plains the
main body of Coronado's army "arrived at the Cicuye River more than
thirty leagues below ... the bridge...." and "went up the river until
it reached the pueblo of Cicuye."17 Only the Pecos River leads to Pecos'
Pueblo (which stands above the Arroyo del Pueblo, also known as '
Glorieta Creek, a tributary of the Pecos, a mile and a half west of the
main river).
Castaneda also reports Teyas Indians as relating the position of
the Rio de Cicuye in the regional drainage network this way: "this river
joins the Tiguex. . . and. . . it flows to the east again. "18 This faithfully
(1970) 161-68, appears an itinerary of the trans-Pecos portion of the Coronado route
developed by Waldo Wedel and John R. Swanton in 1942. They concluded that the
distance from Cicuye to the bridge was "4 days march (c. 45-50 miles)" (p. 166). However,
unaccountably, in Wedel's narrative summary of their route reconstruction he states "the
outward bound Coronado expedition very likely proceeded southeast from Pecos Pueblo
to cross the Pecos River in present northern or central Guadalupe County, New Mexico,
below the Gallinas junction and perhaps in the general vicinity of Santa Rosa ..."
(p. i66). Since Santa Rosa is a minimum of eighty miles from Pecos Pueblo this location
is even at variance with Wedel and Swanton's own mileage determination. Wedel's map
(p. 165), on the other hand, seems more in consonance with the mileage determination.
14. John R. Swanton, Final Report of the United States De Soto Expedition Commission
(Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1985), 105.
15. Furthermore, the Diaz party named the modem Colorado River the Tiz6n, on
the basis of a habit of the native people living along it. Apparently, they frequently
carried live fire or coals (tizones) from place to place.
16. Hammond and Rey, Narratives, 235.
17. Ibid., 243.
18. Ibid.
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records the junction of the Pecos River and Rio Grande along the
modern Texas/Mexico border. Castaneda then makes the statement, "It
is believed that it empties into the mighty Espiritu Santo (Mississippi)
which Don Hernando de Soto's men discovered.... "19 By sixteenthcentury standards, this geographical speculation on Castaneda's part
is very understandable. Though it has long been known that the Rio
Grande is not a tributary of the Mississippi, that was not the case in
Coronado's time. More than two hundred years were to elapse before
the Rio de las Palmas and the Rio Grande were conclusively shown to
be a single river emptying into the Gulf of Mexico. 20
We theorize that under the guidance of Indians from Pecos Pueblo
the expedition marched south from Pecos to the vicinity of presentday Rowe, New Mexico. There they temporarily left the Pecos Valley,
climbing to the top of vast Glorieta Mesa by way of a rincon (recess)
now occupied for the same purpose by New Mexico Highway 34.
Almost immediately upon reaching the mesa top they began dropping
almost imperceptibly into Barbero Canyon and then into the Valle Chimal. Approximately twenty miles south and slightly east of the crest
of the mesa they emerged into the broad expanse of Canon Blanco.
Our principal reasons for advancing this unprecedented route are
these. It seems from the narratives that although Pecos Pueblo was
only a mile and a half from the Pecos River, the army did not reach the
river until three or four days later. 21 If the expedition had stayed in
the narrowing Pecos Valley (as Herbert Bolton suggested), it would
have been forced by topography to meet, and in fact, to cross the river
repeatedly very shortly (certainly by the time they had reached the
area of modern Sena, New Mexico, less than two days' march from
Pecos Pueblo).
It is very likely that in 1541 the Pecos Indians had vast acreage
under cultivation in the Pecos valley as far southeast as today's Villanueva, New Mexico. Shortly before the Coronado expedition set out
for Quivira, the Pecosenos said they were in the midst of planting their
19. Ibid., 243.
20. Paul Horgan, Great River: The Rio Grande in North American History (New York:
Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1954), 343.
21. Winship, "The Coronado Expedition," 440. The Spanish text printed in Winship
reads "... a quatro dias andados de camino dieron en un rio...." "Dieron en" is the
preterite of the idiomatic infinitive phrase "dar en," usually translated as "to hit, strike,
or meet," certainly an unusual choice of words if the army had been marching on the
bank of that same river for much of the four days as Bolton and others claim.
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fields. 22 They would have been well aware of the damage done by
Spanish livestock to crops in the Rio Grande Valley the previous fall.
Certainly, they would not have wanted a throng of people and livestock
trampling and churning up their newly planted fields. The people of
Pecos would have had strong motive for prevailing upon or directing
El Turco and Isopete (the two Plains Indian guides of the expedition,
who had been living, perhaps in captivity, at Pecos) to lead the army
as soon as possible up and out of the valley.
The Rowe rincon is the easiest egress from the valley and the only
easy way out before cliffs close in enough to force traffic to the river. 23
This rincon has been a route of travel throughout historic times, and
undoubtedly, prehistorically as well.
The wide and frequently level course of Canon Blanco then led
the expedition some thirty miles east to its junction with the Pecos
River just south of today's Upper Dilia, New Mexico. Three circumstances are particularly supportive of the thesis that Canon Blanco
served as a passageway for the Coronado expedition. There was, first,
a need for plentiful drinking water for both,people and animals. Glorieta Mesa is pocked with natural depressions that become seasonal
ponds. And Canon Blanco, Glorieta Mesa's principal southern and
eastern drainage is, frequently in May, a succession of pools of snowmelt and even the residuum of rain from the previous autumn. This
is particularly true after the wet, cold winter that 1540-41 apparently
had been. 24
22. Alfred V. Kidder, Pecos, New Mexico: Archaeological Notes (Andover: Phillips Academy, 1958), 43, concluded that by the sixteenth century all.pueblos south and east of
Pecos had been abandoned. No evidence has come to light since Kidder's work to alter
that conclusion. However, the river bottom, at least from San Jose downstream to Villanueva, is so level and easily irrigable that it is hard to imagine that growing-season use
of such valuable farmland would have been abandoned also, especially in light of the
large sixteenth-century population of Pecos Pueblo (perhaps 2,000). Farming at such
distance from the home pueblo has been common in historic times (even while travel
was primarily on foot), notably among the Zuni and Hopi. For many pueblo Indians
summer has involved being away from the pueblo periodically, living in brush shelters
near the fields.
23. First, at the modem Lovato irrigation dam (just north of the town of Sena) and
again just below Sena the river runs directly alongside its steep western bank. Then
between Villanueva and El Cerrito, and in the long stretch of the Canon de Pecos below
El Cerrito, the Pecos Valley constricts so tightly as to necessitate that travelers leave the
valley. Bolton, familiar with this latter gorge-like character of the valley, proposed that
Coronado's route left the valley at Villanueva and ascended Glorieta Mesa as New Mexico
Highway 3 does now. That proposal, however, ignores the other constrictions of the
valley above Villanueva. Bolton, Coronado, 242.
24. Castaneda speaks, for instance, of the Tiguex River (Rio Grande) having been
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Canon Blanco served as a significant conduit for travel between
the Pecos River (the edge of the buffalo plains) and the Tano pueblos
of the Galisteo Basin for countless years before the arrival of the Europeans. The usage of this pathway is attested by the many campsites
and scatters of tool-making debris found all along the canyon's length,
underscored by a multi-panel display of petroglyphs in the canyon
near the now diminished settlement of Dahlia, New Mexico.
Very importantly, Canon Blanco was certainly used as a route by
two subsequent Spanish entradas: that of Castano de Sosa in 1591 25
and that of Onate in 1601. 26 In addition, two other entradas (Rodriguez/
Chamuscado, 1581 and Espejo, 1583) may have used the Canon Blanco
route or part of it. The narratives of both those expeditions, while very
vague, can be interpreted in that light. 27 This use of Canon Blanco by
the Spanish would indicate that it was an active route throughout
protohistoric times, including the spring of 1541.
Coronado's bridge crossing of the Pecos River could conceivably
have been very near the mouth of Canon Blanco, but we are convinced
that it was below La Junta (the confluence of the Pecos and Gallinas
rivers). That point is approximately ten miles east-southeast of where
Canon Blanco joins the Pecos. Had Coronado crossed the Pecos above
the Gallinas junction, he would have then had to cross the Gallinas as
"frozen for almost four months, during which time it was possible to cross over the ice
on horseback. ..." Hammond and Rey, Narratives, 234.
25. See Albert H. Schroeder and Dan S. Matson, A Colony on the Move: Gaspar Castano
de Sosa's Journal, 1590-1591 (Santa Fe: The School of American Research, 1965), 145-54.
26. See Herbet E. Bolton, ed., "True Account of the Expedition of Onate toward
the East, 1601" in Spanish Exploration in the Southwest 1542-1706 (New York: C. Scribner's
Sons, 1916), 251-52 and facsimile of the manuscript map, "Onate's Route to New Mexico
in 1598 and to the Arkansas River in 1601," following page 212. It seems quite clear from
both the text and the map that during his 1601 foray into the buffalo plains Oftate went
from the Galisteo Basin to the Pecos River by way of Cafton Blanco, the "easy road"
across the "large mountain" [Glorieta Mesa].
27. With regard to the Rodriguez/Chamuscado expedition, see George P. Hammond
and Agapito Rey, eds. and trans., The Rediscovery of New Mexico 1580-1594 (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1966), 88-89. The canyon with "pools of briny water"
that they named San Miguel and that they marched down to reach the Santo Domingo
River [Pecos River] can hardly be other than Cafton Blanco. See also]. Charles Kelley,
"The Route of Antonio de Espejo down the Pecos River and across the Texas TransPecos Region in 1583; Its Relation to West Texas Archeology," Sui Ross State Teachers
College Bulletin 18 (December 1937), 11. Kelley had the Espejo party camped in Cafton
.Blanco "about 3 miles from the Pecos River." Their route to that campsite is not clear
from the article. Kelley provided a map to Sui Ross, which they did not print; he is not
now able to reconstruct it or to locate a copy of it.
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well (quite possibly also swollen in such a year). None of the expedition's chronicles mentions such a crossing. Little or nothing would
have been gained by crossing above the Gallinas junction. And certainly the expedition leaders would have wanted to mInimize the number of river crossings, since crossing of livestock, especially very poor
swimmers such as sheep, was always perilous and time consuming.
During historic times there has been a ford at La Junta and two
continue in use today.28 This suggests (together with significant quantities of aboriginal lithic debris on both sides of the river) that these
were likely Indian trail crossings also. Particularly since modern and
historic routes (until the recent advent of massive earthmoving) have
commonly followed ancient ones, being the paths of topographically
least resistance.
Where are the scraps of metal, the broken ceramics, the remains
of livestock slaughter, the names or symbols incised in rock, and the
other tangible evidence of the passage of so large a party as the Coronado expedition that would convincingly settle speculation about the
site of their 1541 bridge and the route by which the army reached it?
Given that the expedition's route was likely used (in its entirety) for
only a single round-trip passage (and that now 450 years ago), can its
detection at this late date be anything short of farfetched fantasy? Can
the single transit of Coronado's 1,500 followers and their stock train
of perhaps thousands of head be mapped except by means of scattered
fortuitous finds of accidental debris?
Frustratingly little material. evidence has been recovered or recognized along the expedition's suspected route all the way from its
origin in Mexico to its terminus in Kansas during the last 450 years.
However, heretofore, methodical, systematic field search of hypothesized Coronado routes has not been conducted. With regard to the
Cicuye bridge segment, we hold that such search would have been
misdirected before now. Through the Coronado's Bridge Project, which
we direct, we are now making such a search of the route hypothesized
in this article. We have proposed a very plausible route, consistent
with the sixteenth-century documents; we have formulated a sizable
catalog of probable material culture of the Coronado expedition (a
28. See, for instance, George M. Wheeler, "Land Classification Map of Part of Central
New Mexico, Atlas Sheet No. 78(A)," in U.S. Geographical Suroeys West of the lOath Meridian
(Washington, D.C.: GovemmentPrinting Office, 1879).
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crucial part of this study will be detailed in a forthcoming article) to
guide us in the survey; and we have projected fourteen areas along
the route most likely to yield evidence of the Coronado expedition to
be methodically searched. During the course of the next two years our
reconnaissance, while it may not confirm our hypothesis, should render it more or less likely.

Alamogordo and Alcohol:
Monopoly or Social Control?
G. L. SELIGMANN

Early in April 1898 the Alamogordo Improvement Company filed articles of incorporation with the New Mexico territorial authorities in
Santa Fe. l Initially capitalized at $500/000/ this new company was formed
for the purpose of laying out a townsite, making necessary improvements/ and selling lots to interested buyers. The company, controlled
by Charles B. Eddy and his brother George Eddy, intended, according
to the £1 Paso Daily Times, to recruit buyers such as farmers and sawmill
workers. They, along with the EI Paso and Northeastern Railroad employees/ would provide the new town with a stable work force and a
population base.
'
Alamogordo was, from its beginning, a planned community. It
would not begin life like a Dodge City or Abilene. It was not to be a
typical rough-and-tumble frontier railhead town whose most prominent feature was a number of open saloons complete with gambling
and prostitution. To guarantee that this did not happen, the founders
placed a covenant governing the sale of liquor into every land title sold
in the original townsite with the exception of Lot Number 50. This
covenant stated that "intoxicating liquors shall never be manufactured,
G. L. Seligmann is associate professor of history in the University of North Texas.
1. El Paso Daily Times, April 8, 1898, 2.
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sold or otherwise disposed of, as a beverage or medicine, in any place
of public resort in or upon the premises." The covenant continued that
if "any of the. , . conditions concerning intoxicating liquors are broken
by the [grantee], or the heirs, assigns [or] lessees then this deed shall
become null and void, and ... the premises thereby conveyed, shall
revert ..." to the Alamogordo Improvement Company, its heirs or
assigns. Despite a series of challenges dating back to the first decade
of its existence, this covenant was to stand until 1987. 2 Ownership of
Lot 50 was retained by the Alamogordo Improvement Company and
would be the site of the single dispenser of beverage alcohol in the
town. Thus, from the beginning of Alamogordo's existence, the sale
of alcohol was marked by the twin elements of a potentially profitable
monopoly and distinct elements of social control.
To an age accustomed to looking on legal prohibition as an attempt
by fanatics to exercise unreasonable control, this restrictive covenant
is seen as an excellent example of unwarranted meddling. Indeed those
few historians who have dealt with the founding and early years of
Alamogordo, including earlier work by this author, have followed this
line of interpretation. More recent scholarly writings on prohibition,
however, suggest a different and more subtle interpretation of the
covenant. 3
Temperance workers have always condemned the "grogshops,"
"barrooms," and "taverns," since these public places were where abuse
of alcohol could most easily be observed. Accordingly, it was no accident that Neal Dow entitled his 1851 Maine prohibition law: "An Act
for the Suppression of Drinking Houses .and Trippling [sic] Shops,"
But before the Civil War, in the older, well-established areas of the
country, these establishments were almost always linked with the wayside hotel or inn. This relationship between food, shelter, and drink
2. The restrictive language is, of course, repeated in all of the original Alamogordo
deeds as well as in every legal challenge. For easy access see Danley et al. v. Safeway
Stores et al. (October 1987), Memorandum Opinion, Court of Appeals of the State of
New Mexico.
3. See for example G. L. Seligmann, "The El Paso and Northeastern Railroad and
Its Economic Influence in New Mexico" (master's thesis, New Mexico College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts, 1958). See also William A. Keleher, The Fabulous Frontier:
Twelve New Mexico Items (Santa Fe: Rydal Press, 1945); Norman Hall, speech dated February 23, 1954, prepared for the superintendent of the Southern Pacific to be delivered
in Alamogordo, unpublished copy in the possession of the author. The body of recent
scholarly material on the prohibition and temperance movements is very extensive. For
an excellent interpretation of the two movements and a good introduction to the newer
writings on the topics see Norman H. Clark, Deliver Us from Evil: An Interpretation of
American Prohibition (New York: W. W. Norton, 1976).
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tended to shape the character of the institution. The tavern was usually
a place of fellowship and relaxation. 4
During the last half of the nineteenth century, a number of technical innovations, together with the completion of the transcontinental
railroads, created a national market with distilleries and breweries
serving a large portion of that market. These production and marketing
changes had profound effects on America's public drinking places. A
spirited competition sprang up, particularly among the large brewers
who would often make cash advances to help establish new saloons,
especially in railhead towns. 5
Under these changed circumstances the tavern did not completely
disappear, but by the late nineteenth century the saloon had become
the predominant public drinking institution. Proliferation of saloons
made competition intense. Each establishment had to attract as many
patrons and sell them as much alcohol as possible. Some saloonkeepers
maintained their share of the market by maintaining a tavern-like, cozy,
comfortable atmosphere of warmth and fellowship. Others remained
in business by staying open twenty-four hours a day, seven days a
week. Some would serve anyone who walked in the door-even young
children. 6
The twenty-four-hour, price-cutting saloon was deeply offensive
to traditional American values, and many saloonkeepers seemed eager
to advertise their defiance of those values. Often they chose deliberately provocative names for their establishments, such as the "Road to
Hell Saloon" in Buena Vista, Colorado, or the "Little Church Saloon"
in Leadville. 7
Saloons were also perceived as contributing to the growth of prostitution. In the drive for patronage, many saloonkeepers welcomed
prostitutes for the business' they could attract. When the Chicago vice
commission in 1911 compiled and published its nationally noted report
on prostitution, it labeled the saloon ~'next to the house of prostitution
itself," as the most important element in harlotry. 8
By the late nineteenth century many of the leaders of the temperance movement were simply against anyone drinking alcohol in
any form. Increasingly, however, the temperance movement began to
4. Clark, Deliver Us from Evil, 21.
5. Ibid., 55-56.
6. Ibid., 56-57.
7. Elliott West, The Saloon on the Rocky Mountain Mining Frontier (Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1979), 139n.
8. Clark, Deliver Us from Evil, 66; Mark T. Connelly, The Response to Prostitution in
the Progressive Era (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1980), 91n.
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focus on the saloon. As saloons sprang up across the country, this
tactic became more and more effective. Finally in the 1890s, an organization was founded which was to become one of the most effective
pressure groups in American political history-the Anti-Saloon League
of America. From the very beginning, most of the leadership of the
League had as their goal the absolute prohibition of alcoholic beverages.
But the number of Americans who would support such a crusade was
small. The campaign against the saloon, however, attracted thousands
of Americans who did not necessily favor prohibition. This brief summary provides a backdrop against which the Alamogordo liquor covenant was established.
In the late 1870s and early 1880s, the discovery of fairly rich de~
posits of gold and coal in the mountain regions northeast of the presentday town of Carrizozo, New Mexico, attracted miners, prospectors,
and speculators to that area. The boom that followed resulted in the
birth of White Oaks, New Mexico. The town was quickly divided into
lots and various businesses began to appear. By December 1880, White
Oaks had both daily mail service and a weekly newspaper. Despite
such signs of progress, the town remained essentially isolated because
of its primitive means of transportation. The nearest branch of the
Southern Pacific Railroad was at El Paso, Texas, one hundred sixty
miles to the south, while the nearest Santa Fe line was at Socorro, one
hundred miles and a mountain range to the west. Most of White Oaks'
supplies had to be freighted in, and the ore from the mines had to
hauled out by wagons. It took about two weeks for the freight wagons
to go to El Paso and return, while ten days was considered average
for the round-trip to Socorro. Because of these conditions, the citizens
of the White Oaks District wanted a railroad. 9 It was several years in
. coming.
In 1888 work began in El Paso on the Kansas City, El Paso, and Mexican Railway Company, known in El Paso as the White Oaks Railroad.
One year later, the White Oaks Railroad consisted of approximately
ten miles of track, with the line ending north of the present-day Fort
Bliss Military Reservation. Here construction ceased, with the company
out of funds and forced into receivership. For the next three years,
9. Keleher, The Fabulous Frontier, 32-34. For a firsthand account of life in White
Oaks see Morris B. Parker, White Oaks: Life in a New Mexico Gold Camp, 1880-1900, ed .
. C. L. Sonnichsen (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1971). A good general history
of the entire Tularosa Basin, albeit oriented toward the colorful aspects of the region's
past, is C. L. Sonnichsen, Tularosa: Last of the Frontier West (New York: Devin-Adair Co.,
1960), Hall, speech, 2.
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Morris R. Locke, the principal backer of the line, went from banker to
banker trying without success to secure funding for the railroad. In
1892 Charles Davis, the receiver, sold the properties and right-of-way
for $50,000 to Jay Gould, who, at this time, also controlled the interests
of the Texas and Pacific Railway Company. Apparently Gould intended
to have the Texas and Pacific complete the line to White Oaks, but
neither he nor the Texas and Pacific people took any immediate action. 10
Thus the stage was set for the arrival in El Paso of Charles B. and John
A. Eddy and their attorney, William A. Hawkins.
In 1895, the Eddys sold their land and irrigation interests in the
Pecos Valley region to their partner, John Hagerman, and began to
look about for another area to develop. From the Carlsbad, New Mexico
area, the Eddys moved to El Paso to attempt to develop the Tularosa
Basin and the surrounding areas. For the townsite, logging, and mining
developments that they had planned, transportation was a necessity;
the White Oaks Railway was, they realized, the answer to the transportation need. Charles Eddy went to New York City in 1897 to purchase the properties and right-of-way of the Texas and Pacific Railway.
This task completed, he returned to El Paso to obtain a franchise from
the city council to lay track on the necessary city streets. 11
Under the terms of the franchise, Eddy was to begin rebuilding
the White Oaks Railroad in Texas within ninety days. One hundred
miles had to be completed and operating within eighteen months. If
10. S. G. Reed, A History of Texas RJlilroads (Houston, Texas: St. Clair Publishing
House, 1941), 274. The original stockholders included Henry L. Newman of San Francisco, California; Major J. M. Clements of Oakland, California; Colonel J. A. Steinberger
of San Francisco, California; Morris R. Locke of Illinois; W. C. Masterson of Kansas City,
Missouri; and Captain H. C. Detwiler, apparently of El Paso. W. C. Masterson was placed
in charge of the construction. The EI Paso Times, May 15, 1888, 5; Keleher, Fabulous Frontier,
242-43. Morris R. Locke and Company had contracted to build the railroad and received
a large block of stock as payment. The EI Paso Times, May 19, 1888, 5; The EI Paso Daily
Times, April 29, 1892, 7. Julius Grodinsky, Jay Gould: His Business Career, 1867-92 (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1957), does not mention this transaction,
possibly because of the relatively small sums involved. The El Paso papers of the period,
however, give one the impression that Gould was going to rebuild and rejuvenate El
Paso completely. Keleher, Fabulous Frontier, 243.
11. Ibid., 241-42. In addition to township speculation, farming, ranching, and logging interests which could be developed along with the mining at White Oaks, there
was also talk of using the white sands in the area to manufacture plaster of Paris, and
of developing the soda beds near Tularosa. See Illustrated History of New Mexico, 2 vols.
(Chicago, Illinois: Lewis Publishing Company, 1895), 198. For a detailed analysis of the
geology of the region see O. E. Meinzer and R. F. Hare, Geology and Water Resources of .
the Tularosa Basin, New Mexico and Adjacent Areas. Water Supply Paper, no. 343, U.S.
Geological Survey (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1915). Hall, speech,
3.
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he should fail in either of these stipulations, he would forfeit his $10,000
deposit. However, if he met the terms, the council would return the
deposit to the railroad. 12
.
Construction of the railroad began about December 1, 1897. By
January 19, 1898, the contractors were laying track on the main line,
and the work was progressing rapidly. The railroad crossed the state
line into New Mexico on February 5, 1898, and on June 14, 1898, the
railroad arrived at what is now Alamogordo. 13
As their railroad progressed north, the Eddys had laid the foundation for Alamogordo. Early in April of 1898, the Alamogordo Improvement Company, controlled by the Eddys, filed articles of
incorporation with the territorial authorities in Santa Fe. The new company would layout a townsite and make all necessary improvements.
The Eddys planned to recruit large numbers of colonists, particularly
from Pennsylvania, to settle in the area as farmers, lumberjacks, and
other skilled workers to improve the area's prosperity. Within two
weeks of the incorporation of the Alamogordo Improvement Company,
petitions circulated through the Sacramento Mountain area and the EI
Paso vicinity, calling for the establishment of a United States Post Office
at the soon-to-be-built village of Alamogordo, five miles south of La
Luz, New Mexico, on the route of the EI Paso and Northeastern Railway. 14
Since Eddy intended to make Alamogordo the division headquarters for that section of the railroad in New Mexico, he had the Alamogordo Improvement Company allot space for an office to house the
administrative facilities of the line. In addition, space was reserved for
machine shops, a roundhouse, coal sheds, and water facilities for the
railroad. The company also set aside land for a sawmill and a tietreatment plant to handle the lumber which it intended to bring out
of the Sacramento Mountains by rail. 15
With an economic base resting on two booming industries, Alamogordo grew rapidly. The Sacramento Chief noted "Alamogordo has
12. Hereafter Eddy will refer to Charles B. Eddy. The El Paso Times, September 21,
1898,3.
13. Hall, speech, 4. The El Paso Daily Times, January 20, 1898, 3; February 6, 3; June
14, 3. Ironically the mineral wealth of White Oaks was depleted by then and the railroad
was never to reach its original destination.
14. The El Paso Daily Times, April 8, 1898, 2. Mrs. Tom Charles, Tales of the Tularosa,
ed. Francis L. Fugate (Alamogordo, New Mexico: privately published, 1953), 42; The El
Paso Daily Times, April 20, 1898, 3.
15. The El Paso Daily Times, April 19, 1898,2; Hall, speech, 4; The El Paso Daily Times,
July 8, 1898, 3.

G. L. SELIGMANN

145

no boom but she is rapidly pushing to the front as one of the best and
most substantial towns in New Mexico." By March 1899, ten months
after its founding, Alamogordo had grown from its original settlement
of three tents and a few people to a thriving community of over a
thousand inhabitants. During this time of rapid growth, the Alamogordo area constituted the eastern part of Dona Ana County. The
county offices were in Las Cruces, approximately sixty miles west by
horseback across the Tularosa Basin and the Organ Mountains, or a
railroad trip to EI Paso and then a transfer to Las Cruces. In this situation agitation understandably developed for the creation of a new
county. 16
On January 26, 1899, by a majority of eleven to one, the Territorial
Council passed a bill creating Otero County with the county seat at
Alamogordo. The House passed the bill by a majority of thirty-one to
one on January 28, 1899, and that same day Governor Miguel A. Otero
signed the bill into law. The new county had a population of about
3,500, including about 500 Mexican Americans. 17
Although lacking in drinking and gambling establishments, Alamogordo had other cultural diversions and local amusements. On
Thanksgiving Day, 1898, a baseball game between Alamogordo and EI
Paso was scheduled, to be followed by a dance that evening. Perhaps
nothing better illustrates the peaceful nature of Alamogordo than the
fact that construction on the first churches began in the latter part of
November 1898, well before the building of the first saloon on Block
50. Still more proof of the relative calm of the town can be seen by an
article appearing in The £1 Paso Daily Times, six months after the founding of the town, noting that there was to date no cemetery in Alamogordo because no one had died. IS
The twentieth century brought more of the same sort of growth
to Alamogordo. The census of 1900 listed its population at 1,524, making it the twelfth largest town in the state. On January 12, 1901, the
Alamogordo News proudly listed some twenty-one ne~ establishments, including the Baptist College. 19
16. The Sacramento Chief, quoted in The £1 Paso Daily Times, October 20, 1899,4; The
£1 Paso Daily Times, November 11, 1898, 2; February 11, 1899, 4; February 25, 1899, 4;

March 25, 1899, 4; March 26, 1899, 4.
17. The £1 Paso Daily Times, January 27, 1899; 6; January 29, 1899, 8; Report of the
Governor of New Mexico . .. 1899, 9. There were eight United States Post Offices in the
county, at Alamogordo, La Luz, Tularosa, Mescalero, Fresnal, Pine Springs, Upper Penasco,
and Weed. The £1 Paso Daily Times, February 2, 1899, 7.
18. The £1 Paso Daily Times, November 2, 1898, 8; November 22, 1898, 4; December
20, 1898,4.
19. [Alamogordo] News, March 2, 1901; January 12, 1901. Robert H. Sholly, "Ala-
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Thus Alamogordo by the beginning of the twentieth century was
well established. It had a stable economic base, it also had, thanks to
its principal founder, Charles B. Eddy, a noteworthy way of controlling
the perceived evil of the unrestricted consumption of beverage alcohol.
Traditionally, Charles B. Eddy has been viewed as a lifelong prohibitionist who preferred to keep Alamogordo completely dry, but he realistically decided that this was impossible. Hence, the sale of liquor
was to be rigorously controlled. 20 Eddy was evidently not the staunch
non-drinker that legend would have. His usual address while staying
in New York was the Union Club. This establishment, a common gathering place of late-nineteenth-century Republicans, contained a popular and well-stocked bar. Staunch prohibitionists of the time did not
frequent such establishments if they had other choices, and Eddy certainly could afford other quarters. His close associate, William A. Hawkins/ drank and made no secret of it. This is also atypical behavior for
a strong prohibitionist, for most preferred to associate with people of
their persuasion. Hawkins was a gifted lawyer, but he was not indispensable. Then, tOO, there is a very intriguing telegram from Charles
B. Eddy to the Superintendent, Terminals, Kansas City: "Will you kindly
send aboard my car tonight on no. 3/ 6 bottles of Overholt or Wilson
Rye Whiskey." To say the least this telegram is suggestive. Most staunch
teetotalers do not distinguish between whiskeys, to say nothing of
specific brand names. 21
There are also the monopoly aspects of the Alamogordo Improvement Company's owership of Block 50. Owning the only centrally
located bar in a sawmill and railroad town was economically profitable.
If Eddy was so thoroughly opposed to the evils of liquor, would he
have been comfortable making a profit from its sales, believing as he
would in the manifest evil that it created? No firm answer can be given,
nor can a definitive conclusion be reached about his internal convictions. The evidence, however, does suggest that the matter is at least
open to question.
What is not open to question is Eddy's prior experience in estabmogordo, New Mexico: A Case Study in the Dynamics of Western Town Growth" (master's thesis, University of Texas at El Paso, 1971), 86. This thesis along with Seligmann,
"The El Paso and Northeastern Railroad," are most detailed scholarly works focusing
on Alamogordo and the Tularosa Basin.
20. For examples of this interpretation see Seligmann, "The El Paso and Northeastern Railroad," 36 and Keleher, Fabulous Frontier, 266-67.
21. William A. Hawkins to Henry Pfaff, July 10, 1901, Southern Pacific Papers,
University of Texas at El Paso (hereafter cited as Southern Pacific Papers), Letterpress
Books. Southern Pacific Papers, CCR-l, August 15, 1903, On line.
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lishing the community of Eddy (now Carlsbad), New Mexico. Eddy
clearly wanted the towns he developed to avoid the real social-problems
that unrestricted saloons brought. The Eddy, New Mexico, deeds contained a covenant restricting the sale or manufacture of beverage alcohol. This solution did not work. For example, the owner of the Pecos
Valley Drug Store, in the center of town, sold whiskey on prescription,
a common medical practice of the period. What made his practice .
uncommon was letting the customers fill out their own prescription
blanks and allegedly permitting them to congregate in a back room of
his store to take their "medicine." Eddy's company eventually blocked
this practice with a permanent injunction issued on March 15, 1893.
The company failed, however, to block the "inevitable triumvirate of
the frontier, the saloon keeper, the gambler, and the prostitute" from
"gathering for the kill." And their gathering place immediately adjoined the original Eddy townsite in a town they named Phenix. There
saloons, gambling, and prostitution flourished openly and the customers were the working men of Eddy. This was the situation in 1895 when
Charles B. Eddy sold his interest in the Pecos River development to
his partner James J. Hagerman and left the area. By 1899 Eddy's experiment had ended and one of the Phenix saloon buildings was moved
into the original townsite and operated as the Green Tree Saloon. Soon
the Bank Saloon operated in the center of Carlsbad's business district
with another saloon next door. No language in the titles had been
changed.:U
~
Apparently Eddy learned from the Carlsbad experience that absolute prohibition was not a solution to the social evil of the saloon.
Regulation, however, might well be a workable solution. If liquor were
available under controlled circumstances, then perhaps prostitution
and gambling could be kept out of the saloon. Whether these two could
exist without liquor was questionable, as was the proposition that
customers would go to the outskirts of town for liquor, gambling, and
companionship when liquor could be obtained at a central location.
Controls on saloons were not easy to put into effect in,turn-of-thecentury New Mexico. The body of state law licensing and regulating
saloons was, by present-day standards, minimalY Any violation of
22. This discussion of liquor in Eddy, New Mexico, is drawn from an excellent
article by Lee Myers, "An Experiment in Prohibition," New Mexico Historical Review 40
(October 1965), 292-307.
23. The Compiled Laws of New Mexico, 1897, listed the following restrictions on liquor
sales: 1. Liquor cannot be sold toa minor without permission of parent or guardian. 2.
No "lewd female person or female person of infamous character or any courtesan'; may
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these laws was declared a "public nuisance." When compared with the
more recent compilations of liquor laws, it can be readily seen that the
nature of liquor regulation has changed radically in the twentieth century. Indeed, if current liquor regulations had been in effect in 1900, a
restrictive covenant in turn-of-the-eentury Alamogordo probably would
not have been needed.
But if liquor regulation was minimal in 1900, zoning laws were
nonexistent, not only in the New Mexico Territory but also in the United
States. The first zoning law in the United States was passed by New
York City in 1916, although Los Angeles had experienced a broadly
regulatory system since 1909. New Mexico did not pass enabling legislation for zoning until 1927. Prior to this zoning act, municipalities
were given certain powers to "prohibit, and suppress, or [to] regulate,
restrain and place under municipal supervision" saloons if they were
"brothels, bawdy houses and houses of assignation or prostitution...." It should be noted, however, that in the absence of prostitution, nothing in this statute applied to a saloon. To be sure, as early
as 1854 New Mexico Territory had a general nuisance law, but a "public
nuisance" is nowhere precisely defined. Indeed, it was not until 1921
that a "public nuisance" was defined and then it was in terms of prostitution only. The earlier nuisance laws appear to have been designed
to stop activities that were illegal; that is, according to the 1897 compilation, a place selling liquor in violation of the laws was a nuisance.
A law-abiding saloon was not a nuisance. 24
Thus, if Eddy wished to restrict the location of saloons in Alamogordo, he had no recourse to the modern tools of a city planner. A
restrictive covenant similar to that appearing in the original townsite
deeds was a reasonable solution. By retaining ownership of the only
saloon in town, he could control the manner in which liquor was sold.
solicit drinks. 3. No woman may sing or playa musical or stringed instrument in a
saloon. 4. A female may not play or deal any game of chance in a saloon. 5. The saloon
must have a license. 6. Adulterated products may not be sold. 7. Saloons may not open
on election day. 8. Family members may demand that a person "who is in the habit of
becoming intoxicated" not be allowed to purchase liquor. 9. Saloon operators must be
licensed. Compiled Laws of New Mexico, 1897, Santa Fe: New Mexican Printing Company,
1897. This was the compilation in effect at the time of the founding of Alamogordo.
24. For a standard history of zoning regulation in the United States, see Robert H.
Nelson, Zoning and Property Rights, An Analysis of the American System of Land Use Regulation
(Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press, 1977), 7-18; New Mexico Statutes, Annotated: 1929
Compilation (Denver), 1929, Article 33, p. 1231n; New Mexico Statutes Annotated, 1915
(Denver), 1915, Article 1780, p. 566 and Article 1785, p. 567; Compiled lAws, 1897, Section
1240, p. 373; New Mexico Statutes, Annotated: 1929, Section 35-36, p. 676; Compiled lAws,
1897, Section 1240, p. 373.
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Such a restrictive covenant therefore became a viable if, indeed, not.
the best option available at the time.
It is unfortunately impossible to determine what, if any, special
restrictions were placed upon the operation of the saloon in Alamogordo. However, a copy of a contract between the Cloudcroft Company
and Thomas F. Kelsh granting Kelsh permission to operate a saloon in
Cloudcroft exists in the Southern Pacific Papers. Under the terms of
the Cloudcroft contract, Kelsh was required to sell "intoxicating liquors
of a good and standard quality." He was not to allow any"disorderly,
loud or boisterous conduct or any unlawful or illegal conduct or practice." And lastly he was not to permit the saloon to become a resort
for "loafing" or "for any disreputable characters." In short, this was to
be a decent establishment. If these restrictions were not followed, the
Cloudcroft Company could cancel the contract. Although this arrangement was for Cloudcroft, there is no reason to believe that the Alamogordo arrangement was not substantially the same. 25
From Eddy's point of view, the Alamogordo arrangement did not
work perfectly. Several saloons existed beyond the original townsite.
However, nothing resembling the community of Phenix, which had
sprung up alongside Eddy, New Mexico, appeared in Otero County.
Eddy achieved his objectives for Alamogordo. 26
Other interested parties, however, challenged his arrangements.
Indeed, there were several attacks upon the Block 50 arrangement in
the first eight years of Alamogordo's existence. In March 1903 a District
Court decision handed down in Las Cruces favored the Alamogordo
Improvement Company's position that their arrangement did not constitute a "monopoly or work a restraint in trade."27
That case was followed in three years by a very similar one. Once
again the Alamogordo Improvement Company successfully defended
its position. However, William A. Hawkins, the company's lawyer,
indicated the judge felt that had the Block 50 arrangement not been for
the "purpose of protecting law and order," the monopolistic nature of
the arrangement Irlight well have resulted in a different decision. It
appears now that the judicial perception of the Alamogordo situation
25. Cloudcroft was developed along the same lines by the same people as was
Alamogordo, including the insertion of the same language regarding liquor sales in the
deeds. The Cloudcroft Company served,the same function as the Alamogordo Improvement Company. The contract quoted is located in the Southern Pacific Papers, Contracts,
no. 42, 1910.
26. For one example out of many see the advertisement for the Adobe Saloon in
the [Alamogordo] News, March 30, 1907.
27. Hawkins to Eddy, March 28, 1903, Southern Pacific Papers, Letterpress Books.
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was that its reason for being was to control the potential social problems
of minimally regulated saloons. Despite the clearly monopolistic aspects of the arrangement, Hawkins some two weeks later was willing
to gamble that another judge would reach the same decision. 28
The legal and political issues which Block 50 raised did not end
in 1906. By late 1910 petitions to incorporate the community were
circulated, and the requisite signatures were obtained and submitted
to the Otero County Supervisors. That Board declared Alamogordo to
be henceforth incorporated as a village. Several months later a major
political wrangle broke out over the size of the licensing fee on the
Block 50 saloon. The first 3 to 2 vote was for a $3,000 annual fee. This
fee was protested by the Alamogordo Improvement Company, and at
a subsequent meeting of the Village Council one of the councilmen in
the initial majority changed his voted to favor a $2,000 annual fee. The
saloon operators, who had closed the saloon while waiting for a decision, at this point apparently decided to take matters into their hands.
They reopened without paying either fee and waited for the village to
take action. When no action was taken by the village authorities, the
operators of the saloon forced the issue by filing a complaint against
the saloon, insisting that it be closed for nonpayment of its licensing
fee. In the subsequent proceedings Judge Merritt C. Meachem held
that the village did not have the authority to charge any license fee.
This decision, based on Territorial Law, indicated how little control a
New Mexico municipality had over its affairs. Meachem's decision also
cast doubts over the village's ability to collect any fees, thus depriving
it of almost all of its income. 29
So threatening was the financial situation that on August 2, 1910,
by a vote of 109 to 54, the village voted to disincorporate, and the
following day the Village of Alamogordo ceased to exist as an incorporated community. Two years later a special census taken under the
auspices of the County Commissioners demonstrated that the community had grown to the point that it could now incorporate as a town
rather than as a village. The necessary steps to incorporate were taken,
and on May 31, 1912, the Board of Commissioners announced the
formation of the town of Alamogordo. Once again a licensing fee was
28. Hawkins to Benjamin S. Harmon, September 5, 1906, Southern Pacific Papers,
Letterpress Books. Harmon was the chief counsel of the Phelps-Dodge Corporation,
which had purchased all of Eddy's holdings in this area earlier. Hawkins to Harmon,
September 18, 1906, Southern Pacific Papers, Letterpress Books.
29. Sholly, "Alamogordo," 84; [Alamogordol News, April 14, April 28, May 5, May
12, May 19, 1910, June 2, 1910, and June 16, 1910. His opinion was reprinted in the
News.
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set for the saloon, this time at $1,800. Once again the Alamogordo
Improvement Company protested, countering with a proposal that
$1,000 was more equitable. The town trustees refused to budge. The
fee was set and it was apparently paid. 30
The legal issues involving the covenant lay quiet for almost thirty
years but they did not go away. In 1939 the case of Alamogordo Improvement Company v. Prendergast was argued before the New Mexico
Supreme Court. Here the issue was whether the restrictive covenant
was extinguished when a lot containing the covenant was purchased
at a tax sale from the county treasurer. The Alamogordo Improvement
Company contended that it was not extinguished and this position
was upheld by the New Mexico Supreme Court. At no point in this
case was the history of the covenant discussed. The possible motives
of the founders of Alamogordo were ignored, as was any discussion
of the possibility that such a covenant might have been requiredgiven the absolute lack of zoning restrictions and the rudimentary
nature of state liquor regulation in turn-of-the-century New Mexico.
Two years later, in the second Prendergast case, the Court noted that
the covenant restricting the sale of liquor to Block 50 did have the effect
of developing areas outside of Block 50 as "desirable residence and
business property." In its historical discussion, however, the court once
again failed to take into consideration the situation in 1898, which in
effect mandated a solution such as the covenant if the goal of liquor
regulation was to be obtained. 31
World War II brought extensive change to New Mexico and to the
Alamogordo area. The most obvious agents of change in the Tularosa
Basin were the establishment of Holloman Air Force Base and White
Sands Missile Range. The changes wrought by two military bases,
particularly the former, are obvious. The population of Alamogordo
had increased from 1,538 in 1912 when it incorporated as a town to
slightly over 24,000 by 1985. This growth spread the town well beyond
both of its original townsites. Since the newer developments were in
areas not covered by the deed restrictions, establishments selling liquor
now ring the original townsite. 32
30. [Alamogordo] News, August 4, 1910; Sholly, "Alamogordo," 91, 95. Although
the control of liquor sales played no part in this saga of incorporation, disincorporation,
and reincorporation, it is quite clear from accounts of the Village Council meetings that
had the saloon not held a monopoly on liquor sales in Alamogordo the high fee which
precipitated the crisis would not have been levied.
31. 43 N .M. 245-55. A variation on this issue had been argued before the New
Mexico Supreme Court earlier. See Alamogordo. Improvement Company v. Hennessee, 40
N.M. 162-66,45 N.M. 40-50. The quote is found on 45 N.M. 43.
32. For a detailed discussion of this change, see Jeanne Culbertson, "The Effect of
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In the early 1980s, because of changes in New Mexico liquor law
relating to the sale of wine and beer in restaurants, several businesses
in the original,covenanted township requested that the Alamogordo
Improvement Company waive the clauses restricting the sale of liquor
in their titles. These waivers were granted, and beer and wine went
on sale in areas of the original Alamogordo townsite outside Lot 50.
This state of affairs did not last long. Marilyn Whorton, a property
owner in the original township and the wife of a prominent Alamogordo attorney, as well as others filed suit asking that the four restaurants, Mr. C's, Margo's Restaurant, El Camino Restaurant, and the
Western Palace Restaurant, be enjoined from selling alcoholic beverages
on their premises. Ms. Whorton's husband was the attorney for the
plaintiffs. Although it was not known at the time, Mr. Whorton had
been retained by a consortium of liquor store dealers to see that the
restrictive aspects of the original covenant remained in force. On June
29, 1983, Judge Garnett R. Burks, Jr., of the Third Judicial District of
New Mexico ruled in favor of the defendants, Mr. Cs et al., and refused
to issue the injunction. The case was appealed to the New Mexico
Supreme Court. The high court by a four to one vote ruled that a
sufficient material change in circumstance had not been demonstrated
by the defendants. Thus the lower court's decision was overturned. 33
That same year Safeway, Inc., applied to the New Mexico Alcoholic
Beverage Control Board to, in effect, transfer a liquor license owned
by the grocery chain to their Alamogordo store. This store, located in
the College Addition, was not in the original townsite. However, all
lots in the College Addition, which was platted around 1903, had the
same restrictive covenant in their deeds as the original townsite lots.
Safeway also received a waiver of the restrictive clauses from the Alamogordo Improvement Company. Over Mr. Whorton's objections,
the Safeway proposal to engage in the sale of packaged goods was
unanimously approved by the Alamogordo City Council. In December
1984 the store began selling package goods. In the first four-week
period Safeway received over $49,000 from the sale of package goods.
Nor was this period an exception. Over the next forty-eight weeks
Holloman Air Force Base on Alamogordo" (master's thesis, New Mexico State University,
1972); Sholly, "Alamogordo," 91; Robert M. Doughty II, Judge, Twelfth Judicial District
of New Mexico, Danley et al. v. Safeway Stores, Inc. et aI., December 27, 1985, 7.
33. Marilyn S. Whorton et al. v. Mr. C's et al., Third Judicial District, New Mexico,
Otero County Case No. CV-82-157. Evidence of the arrangement Mr. Whorton had with
competing liquor store dealers may be found in the transcript of Danley et al. v. Safeway
et al., Twelfth Circuit Court of New Mexico, Transcription 363-66, 385-86; also Defense
Exhibit 1-1. Whorton et al. v. Mr. C's et al., August 13, 1984, Docket No. 15, p. 121.
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package goods sales exceeded $617,000, of which about $121,000 represented gross profit. 34
This situation did not last long. Early in 1985 Henry and Bessie
Danley filed suit in the Twelfth District Court of New Mexico, asking
that Safeway be enjoined from the sale of package goods. 35 Mr. Whorton was their attorney. Thus the issue was again joined. Safeway,
however, is a major corporation with far more resources than the former
foes of the restrictive covenant. They were represented in New Mexico
by one of the most respected and largest law firms in the.state, Keleher
and McLeod of Albuquerque, and they had a substantial financial interest to protect. 36
Safeway's attorneys, Michael Keleher and Charles Pharris, working with an Alamogordo lawyer, F. Randolph Burroughs, who had
handled the Mr. C's case, prepared a five-prong defense: (1) To demonstrate a sufficient change in circumstance to warrant overruling the
covenant, (2) to prove that the term "place of public resort" did not
describe a modem grocery store, (3) to accent the monopoly aspects
of the covenant, (4) to document the lack of legislation regulating the
sale of liquor in turn-of-the-century New Mexico, and (5) to show the
lack of zonIng laws at the time of the founding of Alamogordo. The
historical report prepared for the case argued that the absence of liquor
regulation and zoning laws made such a covenant not only a viable
but perhaps the only legal method of avoiding the excesses mentioned
at the beginning of this article. While preparing the case for trial,
Burroughs discovered the connection between Whorton and the informal organization of liquor dealers mentioned earlier. Thus, "restraint
of trade" and the doctrine of "unclean hands" were added to Safeway's
legal arsenal. 37
In November 1985 the hearing, which lasted five days, was held.
The decision, rendered on December 27, 1985, was a major victory for
34. The author has been informed that Safeway had purchased this license for a
figure in excess of $100,000. Appellees' Answer Brief, Court of Appeals, State of New
Mexico, No. 9076, p. 34.
35. The Danleys, upon finding that they were, in effect, the point persons for a
group of Alamogordo liquor dealers, would eventually reach a settlement with Safeway
and withdraw from the case. Their name, however, remains in the title.
36. The firm of Keleher and McLeod had been involved in the Mr. C's case in a
supporting role. Mr. C's et al., however, differed from the Safeway case in a crucial area.
One could easily argue that a grocery store was not "a place of public resort" whereas
a restaurant could logically be considered as "a place of public resort." Moreover, the
consortium of liquor store dealers mentioned above was discovered subsequent to the
Mr. C's case.
37. Whorton v. Mr. C's; Danley v. Safeway.
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Safeway. Judge Robert M. Doughty II accepted Safeway's arguments
in the areas of material change of condition: that Safeway was "not a
place of public resort"; the changed nature of liquor legislation; and
"unclean hands" on the part of the plaintiffs. Indeed, the judge's ruling
on the last point was so firm that he later issued a Supplemental Finding
of Fact No. 87 stating that he did not intend to imply unlawful actions
"by plaintiffs or the liquor dealers," nor did he intend to "adjudge or
accuse Counsel for Plaintiffs of unethical conduct."38
The case was, of course, appealed to the New Mexico Court of
Appeals. The plaintiffs asked that the decision of the trial court be
overturned in four areas: the trial court erred in not enforcing the
restrictive covenant; that Safeway be ruled "a place of public resort";
the trial court erred in weighing the relative equities involved; and the
trial court erred in holding that the plaintiffs had "unclean hands."
The Court of Appeals upheld the trial court's decision on the first
point, basing its decision on a number of the trial court's uncontested
holdings. On the plaintiffs second, third, and fourth points the Court
of Appeals noted that "Each of these issues constitutes an alternative
ground supportive of the trial courts judgment." The court then noted
that, since they had upheld the trial court's ruling on unchallenged
findings, there was no reason to rule on challenged findings. 39 The
Court of Appeals Decision was appealed to the New Mexico Supreme
Court and on December I, 1987 the request for a writ of certiorari was
denied. 40
Thus Safeway now sells package goods at its store in the College
Addition. At other localities ringing the original townsite and the College Addition there are some twenty bars, lounges, and package goods
stores. Before the New Mexico Supreme Court struck down the Alamogordo restrictive covenant, it had ceased to serve as either a device
for maintaining a monopoly on liquor sales in the community or as a
method of social control. Yet several of the fears of the late-nineteenthcentury foes of liquor, in whose ranks Eddy must be included, have
not materialized. There are no open saloons in the turn-of-the-century
sense. Prostitution and gambling have not flourished. The reasons for
these improvements are perhaps obvious. Zoning laws restrict businesses of all types to specific designated areas. State liquor regulation
38. See Twelfth Judicial District of New Mexico, Case No. CV-85-6, December 27,
1985.
39. Court of Appeals of the State of New Mexico, Danley v. Safeway, Docket number
9076, October 20, 1987, 1. Ibid., 5-6.
40. 746 Pac 2nd 159.
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is now complex and comprehensive. The social conditions that led to
the open saloon and its attendant evils are goneY But the historical
dialectic continues. In the place of the triumvirate of the open saloon,
prostitution, and open gambling, social problems such as drunk driving and teen-age alcoholism have appeared. The Alamogordo restrictive covenant lasted long enough to become an anachronism. New
legal remedies will have to deal with new social problems. Hopefully
the legal and political system will find these remedies.

41. Clark, Deliver Us from Evil, 178.
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Albert B. Fall and United States
Oil Policy in 1921: A Document
GERALD D. NASH

During the last decade Americans have become increasingly concerned
over trade restrictions placed upon them by foreign governments who
discriminated against them in favor of their own nationals. In the 1990s
the exclusionist policies of Japan are of greatest concern to the United
States and are certainly uppermost in the minds of many Americans.
Such discriminatory trade policies are not new, of course, but have
long been followed by many governments seeking to advance their
own particular commercial interests. One of the occasions in which
the United States faced a situation similar to that of 1990 arose in 1921,
just after the First World War. At that time Americans hoped to participate in extensive oil exploration activities within the British Empire
and in the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia). But they had a rude awakening as their recent allies, in the one case, the British, in the other,
the Dutch, rigorously excluded them from these areas-and reserved
all oil exploration rights exclusively for their own citizens. 1
Gerald D. Nash is Distinguished Professor in the University of New Mexico. Author
of numerous books and essays, he is a nationally recognized expert on the modem
American West.
1. Gerald D. Nash, United States Oil Policy, 1890-1964: Business and Government in
Twentieth Century America (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1968),
49-71.
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Albert B. Fall. Photograph courtesy of the Center for Southwest Research,
General Library, University of New Mexico.

This situation posed a real dilemma for American policymakers in
the new Harding administration that assumed office in 1921. Secretary
of State Charles Evans Hughes, of course, was in the center of the
controversy, but some of his cabinet colleagues were drawn in as well.
Among these was Secretary of the Interior Albert B. Fall of New Mexico,
who as a United States Senator during the preceding decade had been
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actively involved with American businessmen who were exploring for
oil in Mexico. Fall urged a policy of direct retaliation against British
and Dutch citizens who applied for oil concessions in the United States.
It was within his powers as Secretary of the Interior to deny applications for leases by foreign nationals. Beyond such tough policies, however, Fall hoped that eventually his stand would facilitate the
administration's "open door" policy to allow the entry of United States
oil interests overseas.
In a lengthy memo to Secretary of State Hughes on July 21, 1921,
Fall outlined some of his thoughts on global oil policies. The excerpts
from his communication noted below reflect his grasp of the larger
issues and the global orientation of his thinking. 2
The significance of this memo is twofold. First, it reflects this global
awareness on the part of Fall. Although a crass pragmatist who always
stood ready to help American businessmen-especially his New Mexican constituents--secure oil concessions in Mexico, the memo reflects
his grasp of the contemporary oil situation in the world. Secondly, the
communication provides context for Fall's role in the Teapot Dome
scandals that surfaced two years later. One can see that Fall's desire
to give preference to American businessmen seeking oil concessions
such as Harry F. Sinclair and Edward L. Doheny should be considered
not merely as isolated incidents, as they were viewed by contemporaries and later historians. 3 Rather, they were part of his broader policy
to give preference to Americans who had confronted discrimination
abroad. Fall's actions in granting U.S. oil leases at Teapot Dome and
Elk Hills were not merely the actions of a poorlyinformed public official
of dubious integrity from a remote part of the United States. Instead,
these were actions--however misguided and flawed in judgment-of
a cabinet member who had devoted more than a decade of thought to
issues of oil policy on a global, national, regional, and state context,
and who had well developed views on some of the larger issues of
national public policies concerning energy.
2. The memo is in Senate Document Number 97, Sixty-eighth Congress, First session
(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1922), pp. 1-24.
3. J. Leonard Bates, The Origins of Teapot Dome: Progressives, Parties, and Petroleum,
1909-1921 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1963) conveys the standard view of Albert
B. Fall as an uninformed, corrupt Westerner. This aspect of Fall's career is left untouched
by David H. Stratton, "Behind Teapot Dome: Some Personal Insights," Business History
Review 31 (Winter 1957), 385-402, and David H. Stratton, "Two Western Senators and
Teapot Dome: Thomas J. Walsh and Albert B. Fall," Pacific Northwest Quarterly 65 (April
1974), 57-65. Stratton wrote a doctoral dissertation on aspects of Fall's public career in
1955 at the University of Colorado.
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The memo reads as follows:
My delay in answering the note of April 20, handed me by you,
is dueFirst. To the fact that press of official business has afforded me
little time to answer this communication.
Second. That in order that I might answer same specifically, I
thought it necessary, or best, to secure from both British and Dutch
sources corroborative evidence as to some of the statements made by
myself in the letter to Senator Lodge....
I presume the British Ambassador understands that under the laws
of the United States, it is the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to
pass upon and approve or reject applications for leases upon the public
lands of the United States as well as upon the Indian lands within the
United States.
By a proviso to the first section of the Act of Congress of February
25, 1920, it is providedThat citizens of another country, the laws, customs, or regulations of which
deny similar or like privileges to citizens or corporations of this country, shall not
by stock ownership, stockholding, or stock control, own any interest in any lease
acquired under the provisions of this act.

As I construe this provision, it becomes my duty to pass upon the
citizenship of an individual, or a corporation, applying for such lease,
and then, should I find that citizens of another country are the applicant
for such lease, to ascertain, to my own satisfaction, as a matter of fact,
whether such country, of which they are citizens, deny similar or like
privileges to citizens or corporations of this country.
Of course I recognize the fact that the Ambassador of Great Britain
speaks for his Government in denying, for that Government national
or governmental ownership of the "Aguila" Oil Company, of Mexico,
and I therefore accept his statement that, at the date of his note, that
is, April 20, 1921, as he says on page ten of his letter, "The British
Government have no such interest."
Accepting this statement, as of course I most cheerfully and respectfully do accept it, if it was intended to apply also to the condition
of affairs existing at the time referred to in my letter to Senator Lodge,
concerning the action of the "Aguila" Company in abandoning its
American associates and avowedly declining further to avail itself of
the protest made by the British Government against Mexican confiscatoryacts, then I must confess my error in charging British National
ownership of the "Aguila" Company, at that particular time.
I may say in passing that while my words might bear such construction, I did not mean to convey the idea that even were the facts
not as stated by the British Ambassador, the same British officials who
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had made the protest, also directed the policy of the "Aguila" Company
in ignoring the same and abandoning its former position.
With very great respect to the British ambassador, in admitting
most freely and sincerely that I accept his official statement as representing that of his Government, with reference to governmental ownership of either the "Dutch-Shell," of the "Aguila," or the "Royal DutchShell" combine, I must, at the same time, under my duty as I conceive
it, ascertain for myself, as a matter of fact, the actual financial ownership, or control, or direction of any company or citizen of a foreign
country applying for rights or privileges upon the public domain of
this country. I shall, therefore reply at some length to the Ambassador's
letter and the statements contained therein.
First. The British Ambassador objects to the statement contained
in my letter to Senator Lodge, which is as follows:
Realizing this, Great Britain, the nation, has within the last two years
particularly, followed a policy which she had adopted in many of her provinces
many years ago; that is, of excluding Americans from, or placing heavy burdens
upon, such Americans or other foreigners in any British oil field.

He comments thatThis statement appears to me to be misleading.

He then states that, first, the restriction as to the exploitation of
oil bearing lands by foreigners or foreign companies in the "United
Kingdom itself," which was in force during the war, has long since
been withdrawn.
And that, second, in Canada, the regulations "generally speaking"
require simply that "operating companies shall be registered or licensed
in Canada," etc.
And that, third, since 1883, prospecting or mining leases in India
have been granted only to British Companies, "but the production of
petroleum in that country is only about 1,200,000 tons per annum."
And that, fourth, in Trinidad there is no restriction in the case of
private lands; that Lessees of Crown lands must be British subjects or
British controlled companies; that exception has been made in the case
of a particular American Company which has been permitted to lease
certain Crown lands in that Colony.
And, fifth, that similar regulations apply in Jamaica, Barbadoes,
Sarawak, Brunei, Somaliland, British North Borneo, and Egypt, in all
of which countries prospecting operations have been, or are being,
carried on.
The Ambassador's conclusion, from the above statements, appears
to be that his case is proven as to his claim that I was in error in my
statement with reference to the policy of Great Britain "of excluding
Americans from, or placing heavy burdens upon, such Americans or
other foreigners in any British oil field."
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I submit, upon the contrary, that the Ambassador's statement
alone, sustains that which he objects to as quoted from my letter to
Senator Lodge.
Of course it is no answer to the charge, that India excludes American Companies since 1883, to state that the oil production of India last
year was simply a little over a million and a quarter tons (seven to
eight million barrels); nor is it, in my judgement, any more conclusive
than the statement that Canada only produced in the same period,
approximately thirty-four thousand tons (approximately two hundred
and twenty-seven thousand barrels).
Finally the Ambassador refers to the case of the American Company which is allowed to operate in Trinidad, and makes the statement
that there is no restriction in the case of private lands.
The "excepted" American Company, I presume, is the "General
Asphalt Company," of Philadelphia, which, through a British subsidiary operating the "Pitch Lake," was established in Trinidad prior to
1912 and had secured rights to twenty-five hundred acres there about
1909.
I might state that they have been refused any additional area.
As to the private lands where the British Ambassador appears to
think there is no restriction, it may be said that prior to 1902 the surface
ownership carried and subsoil (oil) products.
In 1912, it was provided in Trinidad as to these private lands, that
any grant of oil rights by a landlord was void except with the special
approval of the government, which approval "would be granted only
in the case of British Companies undertaking all the obligations of
nationality required by the government lease. As a general measure
the sale by British subjects to a foreigner of any oil shares was prohibited."
Under the present rule in Trinidad-The lessees of Crown lands
or alienated lands shall at all times be and remain British subjects or
a British Company registered in Great Britain, or a British colony, and
having its principal place of business within His Majesty's Dominions,
the Chairman and Managing Director (if any) and a majority of the
other directors of which shall at all times be British subjects and neither
the lessees nor the premises, liberties, powers and privileges hereby
granted and demised or any land occupied for any of the purposes of
this lease shall at any time be or become directly or indirectly controlled
or managed by foreigners or a foreigner, or any foreign corporation or
corporations.
As to the United Kingdom, the Ambassador is correct in stating
that the regulation (No. 30 BB) under the "Defence of the Realm Act,"
is not now in force. It was, as a matter of fact, canceled on October
13, 1920.
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AS TO CANADA
Prior to March 1st, 1920, any companies operating were required
to be British with a majority of British subjects on their directorates.
On that date an amendment came into force regarding Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and the railway belt of British Columbia, merely
requiring that any company acquiring a lease by assignment or otherwise shall be a company registered or licensed in Canada, and having
its principal place of business within His Majesty's Dominions.
(Note the coincidence; the date of our Oil Lease Act being February
25, 1920.)
INDIA
In India the transferring by any person other than a British subject
of oil or minerals was prohibited during the war and for six months
thereafter, but restrictions with reference to Crown lands is and was
not temporary and a mining permit or license on private lands was
and is subject to "approval" and in certain districts American Companies have, since 1883, been excluded even by name.
AUSTRALIA
In Australia the several States have their own regulations, but war
legislation placed restrictions upon foreigners which have been maintained and it appears to be the policy of the several States to make
such restrictions perpetual.
NEW SOUTH WALES
In New South Wales foreigners are excluded and prospecting permits, or licenses, are only granted to persons or companies of British
origin.
This is the policy in New South Wales, generally speaking. While
there is no general limitation under local legislation, the Commonwealth War Precautions (Mining) Regulations, still in force, provide,
however, that no mining lease for a term exceeding five years may be
granted to any person other than a natural-born British subject, except
with the consent of the Commonwealth Attorney General.
A bill is under consideration there which provides for the-Exclusion offoreigners and the granting of prospecting licenses for petroleum
or mineral oils to persons or companies of British origin only.
The existing right of preemption of all oil for the use of His Majesty's Aus.tralian Navy (at present restricted to Crown land) to be extended to private lands.

BRITISH HONDURAS
In British Honduras, onthe North American Continent, in Centrai
America, lying just East of the supposedly rich Guatemalan oil fields,
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no permits are being granted to foreigners, while it is "proposed to
include nationality restrictions similar to those in force in Trinidad and
British Guiana."
KENYA COLONY
Regulations are in force similar to those in Trinidad and British
Guiana.
BRUNEI
While no nationality restrictions are in force the officials may impose upon any lessee, from time to time, such restrictions and conditions as shall appear "necessary or desirable for the purpose of securing
an adequate supply of fuel oil for ships of His British Majesty's Admiralty, and for the purpose of securing the refinement in the State or
in British territory of all oil which may be won."
SOMALlLAND
Where any license is applied for lry a person who is not a British subject, the
Governor may require the applicant to give security lry bond or deposit and impose
special conditions as he thinks fit, or may in his discretion refuse to grant any
license to such person.
'

The foregoing memorandum is offered as throwing further light
upon the facts and, in connection with the statements of the British
Ambassador, are thought to substantiate my former statement concerning burdens and restrictions placed by the British Government (or
its Dominions or Provinces) upon Americans who attempt to prospect
for or produce oil therein. . . .
In th~ latter part of 1920, the American representative of the "Mexican Eagle" (Cowdray or "Aguila") Company, and subsidiaries, which
company and subsidiaries had theretofore been acquired by the "Royal
Dutch-Shell" combine, notifed the other members of the Oil Producers
Association (American) that it was the intention of the "Aguila" interests, under orders from the London office, no longer to cooperate with
the American Association in the attitude and position of the latter
toward the Mexican decrees or orders, but that, upon the contrary, it
was the intention of the "Aguila" to conform to such decrees and secure
property rights in that way.
A delegation of representatives of the American owned oil companies operating in Mexico came immediately to the City of Washington
and interviewed among others myself, then a Senator of the United
States, and Chairman of the Subcommittee on Mexican Affairs of the
Foreign Relations Committee of the United States Senate.
The matter of approaching the British Ambassador to ascertain
whether the attitude of his Government, as expressed in the note of
Mr. Cummings, of August 13, 1918, to the Mexican Government, had
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changed, and if not whether he was informed as to the proposed action
of the "Aguila" Company.
The writer is unable to state whether the British Ambassador was
consulted at this time; but is able to state that he himself took the
matter up with representatives of the British "Aguila" Company, who
readily admitted that they had served the notice referred to on the
American Companies and under orders from the London office had
contemplated or intended conforming to the confiscatory decrees of
the Mexican Government.
An interview was then arranged by one of the British subjects
interested in "Aguila" Company stock, to be had in Washington, between myself and the British representative, or Manager of the "Aguila"
Company, Mr. Body.
For various reasons this meE;ting did not take place until after the
writer resigned from the United States Senate and accepted the present
Portfolio.
The interview did take place however, shortly after such time, in
the presence of Mr. Ryder and of a British subject in the United States.
: The writer then explained, as he had theretofore explained, his
very great desire to see American and British companies work together
and that it was his purpose, in so far as possible, to assist in avoiding
any difficulties between such companies, which might lead to serious
complications or difficulties between· the respective Governments of
the United States and Great Britain.
The representatives of the "Aguila" Company very readily admitted that complications might arise and agreed that the "Aguila"
Company/s proposed policy should be reversed and that it should stand
with the American Companies and under the protest of the British
Government filed by Mr. Cummings, as referred to.
The writer is very happy to state that he is informed that the
"Aguila" Company has since that time pursued such course....
I am impressed that upon reading the foregoing concerning the
"Aguila" incident and my connection therewith, which, of course, was
un~nown to the British Ambassador, that he will appreciate the fact
that my action and words with reference to possible conflicts between
Great Britain and the United States, or the citizens of the respective
countries, upon account of oil rivalries or national policies, or lack of
policies, with reference to oil production were not made or written
with the intent of creating any breach or friction, but upon the contrary
with the sole intent and purpose that by bringing the facts; as I understood them, to the attention of the proper parties and the public,
that present arid future threatened friction might be avoided.
Now, Mr. Secretary, let us turn for a moment to another source
which should be excellent authority upon the question of actual ownership.
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Oil producers of the world and, possibly, some foreign officers of
some foreigIl: nations, have noted with interest the recent telegrams
from The Hague, with reference to the "Djambi" oil fields in the Dutch
East Indies.
The question of exploitation of these Dutch oil reserves has been
up for consideration in the Netherlands Chamber of Deputies for some
time. It has been publicly stated that this Government has made inquiries and possible protests to the Dutch Government with reference
to certain proposed action of the Dutch Parliament in attempting to
exclude American capital from the "Djambi" oil fields.
Some reference has been made during this last few weeks to an
inquiry from Holland as to whether the Philippine Legislative Act
restricting oil development to American citizens or "Filipinos" had
become a law, the apparent purpose being to justify any Netherlands
act excluding American companies from the "Djambi."
I think it has been made perfectly clear by yourself, Mr. Secretary,
that the policy of the United States of America is to maintain within
its own bounds and those of its territories, the "open door" policy in
oil development, and I assume that the Netherlands Government was
satisfied before April 30, that this policy would be followed in the
Philippines or anywhere else where we have control.
The Secretary of the Interior of the United States is charged by law
to allow foreign citizens, or corporations, to acquire oil interests in the
public lands of the United States, only when the countries of which
these parties are citizens, shall grant like privileges to Americans.
The present Secretary of the Interior, as a United States Senator,
has, for years, fought for the "open door" policy and reciprocal rights
in oil fields. He made, as a Senator, a study of the world oil situation,
obtaining evidence from every source open to him.
As Secretary of the Interior he has access to information coming
from all the oil fields of the world, through his own Bureaus and
through other Departments of the Government, where such information involves other counties. Some portions of the same necessarily
can not be made public and can not be written here.
I remain, My dear Mr. Secretary,
Very respectfully yours'(Signed)
ALBERT B. FALL.
Hon. CHARLES EVANS HUGHES,
Secretary of State, Washington.

Lewis and Clark Redux:
A Review Essay
WILLIAM H. GOETZMANN

The Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition: July 28-Noveinber 1, 1805,"
Vol. V. Edited by Gary E. Moulton. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1988. xi +415 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, tables, bibliography,
index. $40.00.)
The Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition: November 2, 1805-March 22,
1806, Vol. VI. Edited by Gary E. Moulton. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. xii + 531 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $50.00.)
This review considers volumes five and six of the Moulton edition
of the journals and notes of the Lewis and Clark expedition. Volume
five records the expedition's progress from the Three Forks of the
Missouri to the Cascades of the Columbia River. Volume six covers the
expedition's experiences from the Cascades to the Pacific Ocean and
the winter at Fort Clatsop, and concludes with the beginning of the'
return journey, March 22, 1806.
William H. Goetzmann currently holds the Jack S. Blanton, Sr. Chair in History and
American Studies at the University of Texas. He is co-author of The West of the Imagination
and more recently author of The First Americans: Photographs from the Library of Congress,
the first publication in the Library of Congress Classics Series.
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In view of the emergence of the "new" or "nouvelle" western
history, a happening that one erstwhile western historian has termed
the "most important event in western history in the last fifty years,"
one must pause to consider just what one is reviewing when one is
following Lewis and Clark's trek. Many consider this one of the truly
epic marches in American history-a deed whose valor and significance
for emergent American civilization is unmatched. Now, however, we
must ask, if we are to be "politically correct," whether, on the contrary,
Lewis and Clark's intrusion into other people's homelands was not an
act of crude aggression? Were not Lewis and Clark and their rude
companions the vanguard of what George Catlin was shortly to call
"the juggernaut of civilization"? Did they not lead the charge that
changed an Eden into an ecological disaster and an act of continental
genocide? Were they not harbingers of "the days of the locusts" for
something some historians and even geographers call"the West"? We
must .confront the possibility that Lewis and Clark and their Corps of
Discovery· were merely rude, even contemptuous Anglo conquistadors-tarnished hegemonic capitalists looking for trade possibilities,
and not heroes at all! Readers are urged to think about this and its
implications as they read Moulton's monumental volumes recording
their deeds.
Volume five of the journals is necessarily much devoted to microgeography as Lewis and Clark struggle to locate an all-water route from
the Three Forks of the Missouri River to the known reaches of the
Coiumbia, up which Vancouver's men had earlier paddled for more
than 100 miles. The two American captains soon learn that they are
destined for disappointment on this score as they make their way
through some of the most difficult, mountainous country now in the
United States. We learn from Moulton's careful editing that their way
was not really guided by Sacagewea, but was a combination of frustrating trials and errors enhanced by Native Americans' misinformation and, just as often, by their very real help. Lewis and Clark's trek
also involves critical geographical sensitivity at crucial points. Which
fork of the Missouri to follow (the western or Jefferson); then which
fork to take at the junction of the Big Hole, Beaverhead, and Ruby
. rivers (the Beaverhead, a continuation of the Jefferson); then when to
leave the Beaverhead and head for Lemhi Pass and give up their hope
of ·an all-water route to the Pacific.
Along the way, we find in Lewis' entry for Saturday, August 10,
1805, what is probably the first mention of the "rocky Mountains"-a
name that obviously stuck. And so it went, as they passed through
the Shoshone country where Sacagawea finally met her relatives, then
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left them to accompany Lewis and Clark across the snowy sky-high
Lolo Pass and the Continental Diyide to the Clearwater, the Snake,
and the Columbia to the Pacific-or at least in this volume to the
Cascades of the Columbia. Every twist and turn of the explorers' meandering march is carefully traced by Moulton, who, however, makes
a glaring error on page One of his introduction. He attributes the concept of the "pyramidal height of land" from which all the great rivers
of the West flow in different direction~ to Captain Cook and Alexander
MacKenzie, when in fact it was the brainchild of Peter Pond and Jonathan Carver.
The reviewer found questions about the Native Americans most
interesting, however. First, one is disappointed that Moulton fails to
note that, at the Three Forks, the explorers were in the heart of Blackfeet
country, though in a footnote he describes the killing of trapper John
Potts in 1808 and George Drouillard in 1810 and John Colter's famo.us
run from the Blackfeet in 1808. The fact that the Blackfeet were not
present when Lewis and Clark crossed their country probably made
their trip a happier one. Moulton also consistently refers to the Shoshone's dreaded enemies, the Minitaris or Hidatsa. But the Hidatsa
lived far to the east on the Missouri near present Bismarck, North
Dakota. Surely the Shoshone were referring to the Hidatsa's relatives,
the Crow~ who lived much closer in the Valley of the Big Horn. This .
possibly better explains the capture of Sacagawea, whose name meant
"bird woman." Could it have actually been the Crow (Absaroka or
"bird people") who took her from the Shoshone, then left her with
their Missouri River relatives, the Metaharta Hidatsa, which is where
the French Canadian trapper Toussaint Charbonneau purchased her
from the Hidatsa and Lewis and Clark first met her?
Naturally this volume deals most extensively with the Shoshone
or Snake tribe, showing them as poor, starving victims of native tribes
from the east and west. Specimens of the Shoshone include views of
brutes like "famished dogs" devouring a recently slain deer, with blood
and guts dripping and dangling from their mouths. One delighted
fellow lost all dignity while chewing on nine feet of small intestine and
squeezing out the contents for a further "feast." On the other hand,
the generosity of these near-starving people, who shared what little
food they had with the explorers, caused Lewis to declare that he would
henceforth "live for mankind." The success of the expedition was greatly
aided by the Shoshone. Chief Comeahwait, who, on Wednesday, Au'gust 14, 1805, sat down with Lewis and explained, via diagrams in the
dirt and piles of sand, the complex geography of the mountainous
Continental Divide country through which they would have to pass.

',';'.
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It needs to be added, however, that Lewis detected errors in the chief's

information, and he wrote "his information fell far short of my expectation or wishes."
The role of Sacagawea throughout the volume is enigmatic. According to Lewis, she showed no sorrow in recollecting her capture
by the Minitaris and "no joy in being again restored to her native
country. She did indeed point the way to her people's country in a
vague way, though her primary contribution was as an interpreter.
Apparently she was hardly welcomed upon her return to her people,
and her husband, Toussaint Charbonneau, beat her without retaliation
from her relatives. All he received was a tongue-lashing from. Clark.
In volume six her insignificance to the party is made clear when well
over a month passes after the Corps of Discovery settles at Fort Clatsop
before, at her insistence, she is "allowed to view the Pacific that she
had traveled so far to see.
Two other points arise in volume five. Lewis and Clark discover
that the tribes beyond the mountains possess huge herds of horses.
Neither the source of these horses in such quantity, nor the origins of
the Appaloosa, nor Lewis' identification of the Nez Perce horses with
the horses along Virginia's James River (which were not Spanish Arabians) is ever adequately dealt with by Moulton, though there has been
much debate among scholars and horse fanciers about the Appaloosa.
Then, too, considering the fairly recent, late eighteenth-century arrival
of the Spaniards in ships off the Northwest Coast, and the fact that a
mare drops one colt a year, how does one account for the thousands
of horses that these natives possessed? No one has considered this
question.
. And finally, to readers of Keepers of the Game, it is interesting to
note Clark's observation while amongst the Columbia River tribes that
"the number of dead salmon on the shores and floating in the rivers
is 'incredible.. , ,'" This. suggests that Native Americans, too, were
not above wasting nature's bounty. All in all, volume five of this multivolume enterprise is by far the most interesting.
Volume six deals mostly with the monotony of wintering at Fort
Clatsop. And because the party was stationed in one place for a considerable time, there is far greater attention devoted to recording of
plants and animals, all of which Moulton identifies in astounding detail. Clearly this is Moulton's natural history volume, though due to
his incredible meticulousness in this respect throughout the series, all
of the volumes will be of great interest not only to naturalists but to
historians of ecology.
II

II
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In volume six we also learn of the heroic efforts in building Fort
Clatsop; of the many serious injuries and illnesses suffered by the men
of the expedition and their amazing recoveries; of the consistent friendliness of the once feared coastal tribes; of the fact that the Chinook and
Clatsop women are "lude and carryon sport publickly"; that they have
syphilis, as well as fleas to communicate; that "Prostitution, Carnally,
Sensuality, Lustful Sensual" are words the captains used to describe
the native women in a notebook presented to John James Audubon at
St. Louis, April 19, 1843, by Superintendent of Indian Affairs D. D.
Mitchell, for reasons one can only speculate about; that Lewis ordered
his men especially to treat the natives in a friendly manner; and that
he himself preferred dog meat above all others.
These things are, of course, not all that one learns from the winter
journals. We learn, for instance, that Lewis and Clark first sighted the
Pacific "Ocian" on November 7, 1805; that they carved on trees the
news of their arrival by land from the United States at least three times;
that the natives informed them that dozens of trading ships had been
there before them; that there were no Spanish settlements, though
there was some evidence of Spanish presence; that Native Americans,
often limited in their travels, could give gross geographical misinformation at times; that partially based on this, Clark finished his first
overall map of "the West" on Friday, February 14 (Valentine's Day),
1806, leaving out Utah, Nevada, Oregon, and Colorado, while placing
California and New Mexico just south of and nexUo the present [lOrthern tier of states--Washington,Idaho, Montana, and, just to the. south
of them, Wyoming, thus placing New Spain, or Mexico, close by their
route-a mistake the Spaniards, who tried to intercept them, made as
well. We also read a great deal of no consequence about horses, elk,
and a positively revolting detailed account of the making of castoreum,
or beaver bait. According to Lewis, the bait includes not only materials
from female beaver glands, but a few dashes of nutmeg, cloves, cinnamon, and "ardent spirits," much like a Christmas eggnog, except
that Lewis declared it to resemble "mustard prepared for the table."
Thousands of interesting details like the above make up these
intriguing volumes so faithfully footnoted by Moulton. In addition,
Moulton adds three valuable tables listing the ships known to have
visited the Columbia; the translation of tribal names given to Lewis
and Clark into present-day tribal names as designated by anthropologists; and a comparative list of distances covered by Lewis and Clark
on the outward journey, though with very little comment about their
accuracy. This whole series of volumes is a work for the ages.
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As for the journey itself, which barely matches Moulton's own
achievement, it was made up of the millions of mundane, almost Darwinian details of mutation that go to make up the first steps in the
replacement of one physical and cultural ecosystem by another that
the "new" western historians self-righteously call conquest and the
romantics call high adventure.

In Passing:
Warren Albert Beck, 1919-1991
B. CARMON HARDY

Warren Albert Beck was raised and educated in the Midwest. From an
early age he made his own way, working at jobs ranging from selling
magazine subscriptions to machine shop supervision during World.
War II. Early o~/ his phenomenal memory and abilities as a rapid reader
became evident. After completing the B.A. degree (with distinction)
at Wayne University in 1947/ he spent time teaching high school at
Roseville, Michigan. Then followed an M.A. degree, again from Wayne,
employment at Augustana College and Capital University, completion
of the Ph. D. degree at Ohio State University in 1954/ and a teaching
appointment at Eastern New Mexico University, in Portales, in 1955.
He left Portales in 1958 for California, serving as chairman of the social
sciences division at Santa Ana College until 1961/ and since that time,
as professor of history in California State University, Fullerton.
Beck was a formidable producer, authoring ten books and over
fifty articles and reviews. It seemed to make little difference whether
his private burdens were large or small, whether he was involved in
administration or not, his work product remained remarkably even.
His publications included three historical atlases (coauthored with Ynez
Haase), two literary anthologies, a history of California (with David
B. Carmon Hardy is professor of history in California State University, Fullerton.
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Warren Albert Beck, 1919-1991. Photo courtesy of Kathy Frazee, taken in 1988.

A. Williams), and his History of New Mexico (1962), now in its thirteenth
printing. Always looking ahead to new projects, Beck was, at the time
of his death, well advanced on a study of recreation among American
military forces on the frontier and had completed a monograph on the
history of Christmas.
Beck's work in the classroom and with students was as celebrated
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as his publications. He seemed to have taught everything: European
history, American history, Latin American history, California historytwenty-nine different courses in all, at Cal State Fullerton alone. He
founded and advised our department's chapter of Phi Alpha Theta and
coached the first baseball team fielded by our university. In recent years,
his film courses on World War I and World War II were among the
most popular and sought for by students on campus. No one was
surprised that the school awarded him the Outstanding Professor Award
in 1989. It is also telling that no honor pleased him more.
Beyond the impressive record of his publications, the array of
courses he taught, and the splendid stoicism Of years spent in department and university meetings, Beck will be remembered for the
conscious formality he brought to his work. While quite able (because
of his impressive memory) to recall humorous parallels whenever difficult circumstances were at hand, he was, at the same time, very
serious about the profession and what he considered its obligations.
If his colleagues sometimes found his manner stern and his views
conservative, they never doubted his devotion to our guild.: Always
uncomfortable with "discussion" as a pedagogical tool, he was a formalist in and out of the classroom. In those yeasty days of the 1960s,
when so much tradition was called into question, and universities '"
overflowed with mutineers committed to reforming the old order, Beck'
was unyielding. Despite the increasing appearance of beards, beads,
and unbuttoned shirts behind the lectern, Beck continued, undeterred,
with his habit of suits and ties. He wanted no misunderstanding about
the importance he attached to what ,he Was doing. It remained his way
to the end: a simple affirmation of the man's personal, vocational creed.
Last of all, those who knew Beck will remember the readiness with
which he gave assistance to others and his willingness to assume the
added weight of new classes and unexpected assignments. Historians
and students of three generations profited from his critiques of their
writing, his urgings to move on when discouraged, his countless letters
and phone calls in behalf of budding careers, the instruction of his
papers, books, and commentaries generally. Many of us will long remember the coaching he provided when, as beginners in the profession, we needed shepherding through the thicket of egos that accumulate
at professional meetings, the soothing he gave after difficult critiques,
and the courage he instilled to move on and try again. More than
specific recommendations, it was the generosity of his intent, his care
and interest, that mattered.
.
I suspect that, with all of us, the personal style, the character of
our mentors and friends, is what teaches most. During the last two
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years, despite his illness with cancer, Beck continued to research, to
write, and, when possible, to teach. There was never the slightest
tincture of self-pity. He took every opportunity to visit with colleagues,
to discuss his research, to help students. He was making preparations
for an autumn offering of his ever-popular course on World War I when,
on August 17, 1991, he passed away.
For those who knew him, Warren Beck the man, more than Warren
Beck the historian, will remain his most lasting gift.

Book Reviews

The Great Prairie Fact and Literary Imagination. By Robert Thacker. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1989. x
liography, index. $32.50.)

+ 301 pp. Illustrations, notes, bib-

Robert Thacker's fascination with the varieties of plains experience has
led him to this enthusiastic scholarly encounter with the range of imaginative
responses made by writers and other artists from 1534 to the present. He
accompanies the reader through chronological and geographical expanses (from
Texas to Canada's three prairie provinces). Although he pursues interdisciplinary goals and methods from several areas (historical literary criticism, perceptual geography, aesthetic and epistemological theory), the author's intention
is, finally, a simple one: to demonstrate his conviction that the abiding power
of prairie terrain has consistently compelled the most significant adaptations
of European-based habits of imaginative response. He does not attempt to
trace the landscape's impact on regional history nor to gauge its influence on
Western or North American cultural forms.
Thacker's history emerges from the chronology of images: explorers and
travelers provide one type of record; settlers initially excited by prospects of
transformation provide another type; individuals facing the imaginative and
practical problems of living there provide a third type of record. He is almost
exclusively concerned with interior responses to the"great fact" of composite
prairie landscape features that, throughout the history of contact, have resisted
compression ("framing") in literary or visual images.
Stylistically, Thacker is an authoritative guide who provides details when
they will best speak for themselves and selects representative overviews when
density of example would obscure the reader's insight. He has provided a real
service here, for few will be intimately familiar with both Canadian and U.S.
bodies of literature that are here respectfully treated as a single entity. Thacker
allows the textures and nuances of the literary passages to emerge within his
text, while more than sixty pages of notes and bibliography amplify scholarly
contexts for those interested.
In an appropriately quiet way, Robert Thacker has celebrated not so much
the ineffable qualities of prairie space but more the profound cultural legacy
that those qualities have engendered. He has fully comprehended the psychic
ambiguities and emotional ranges that qualify European-American attempts
177
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to make new lives in a place they only recently contacted and are slowly coming
to imagine.
Richard B. Wilson
Powell, Wyoming

Word Ways: The Novels of D'Arcy McNickle. By John Lloyd Purdy. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1990. xiv + 167 pp. Illustration, appendix, notes,
bibliography, index. $27.95.)
In his critical analysis of D'Arcy McNickle's three novels, James Purdy
reveals considerable insight into the Native American literary tradition. Basing
his analysis of the novels on the traditional Indian vision quest, he extends
the model to the author's life, as well. He traces McNickle's development from
his boyhood on the Flathead Reservation in Montana to a position as one of
the nation's most respected authorities on twentieth-century Indian affairs.
Like the heroes in the novels, McNickle journeys toward a deeper understanding of his own tribal identity.
Purdy's portrait of McNickle's adaptation of native storytelling techniques
to his fiction is particularly effective. As he points out, McNickle's innovative
use of the "strategies and motifs of the verbal arts" (p. 22) in his first novel,
The Surrounded (1936), is a technique that more recent Native American authors
have used successfully. Purdy is also correct in seeing the evolution of The
Surrounded as transforming an idealization of American values into an affirmation of Salish tradition.
However, while the vision quest model seems applicable to McNickle's
second novel, Runner in the Sun, Purdy's reading of The Surrounded and Wind
from an Enemy Sky in the same light is not totally convincing. Many readers
will disagree with his conclusion that the two heroes' affirmation of their Indian
heritage constitutes a positive resolution of their quest.
There is also a deeper problem here. Drawing solely from McNickle's
papers at the Newberry Library in Chicago, Purdy has overlooked a primary
source of information. An examination of Flathead tribal records would reveal
substantial errors in his description of McNickle's childhood, and a more accurate rendering of that childhood would require modification of his vision
quest model. Using incomplete biographical information to illuminate literary
works obviously carries a certain risk for the unwary.
Nevertheless, Purdy does provide a useful counterpoint to the interpretations of Louis Owens, Charles Larson, and James Rupert. Moreover, since
literary criticism remains an art rather than a science, this critical study should
encourage new readers to find levels of meaning in all three novels not evident
in a casual perusal.
Dorothy Parker
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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The History of Cavalry. By Zvonimir Grbasic and Velirnir Vuksic. (New York:
Facts on File, 1989. 280 pp. Illustrations, bibliography, index. $40.00.)
This"history of cavalry" is hyped by its American publisher as the "first
comprehensive, single-volume work to cover every significant aspect of the
fascinating world of cavalry." That is a daunting challenge for ~o Yugoslaviabound writers, one of whom, Vuksic, is affiliated with the Historical Military
Museum of Belgrade while the other, Grbasic, is a horse breeder and engineer.
The History of Cavalry does not reach such lofty expectations, but it does satisfactorily survey the evolution of horse-mounted soldiery from the time of
Louis XIV to the ironic and devastating charge of Polish cavalry against German
tanks in 1939.
As one might guess from a quick look at the chapter and section heads
and the bibliography, this is mostly a European story. The North American
tie-in is limited to a few pages each on the Mexican War and the transMississippi western Indian wars, and some nine pages on the American Civil
War.
Unquestionably, The History of Cavalry's, greatest success is its dazzling
presentation of visuals. Dozens of carefully created, full color plates by a talented but regrettably anonymous artist depict the cavalry soldier's evolution
through two and a half centuries. These drawings are finely detailed and show
the amazing array of uniforms, accouterments, and weapons that outfitted the
world's cavalrymen. Selected American fighters are depicted too, but the typical Confederate and Union horsemen, and the Seventh Cavalryman and the
Cheyenne warrior from 1876-picturesqueas they are-seem bland compared
with Polish winged hussars, Russian Cossacks, French dragoons, and Persian
horsemen. Other drawings, color plates, and photographs-some 200 collectively-show individual uniform components, armaments, flags, and massed
troop activities. Charts highlight regimental compositions in different eras.
Judged by its scope, GrbasiC's and VuksiC's The History of Cavalry is a survey
of limited value to American scholars. Treasure this book, instead, for its
delightful, original illustrations, and pity the talented but unrecognized artist
who deserves so much credit!
Paul L. Hedren
Fort Union Trading Post
National Park Service

Colorado Catholicism and the Archdiocese of Denver, 1857-1989. By Thomas J. Noel.
(Niwot: University Press of Colorado, 1989. xii + 468 pp. Illustrations, maps,
index. $39.95.)
Most Catholic rectories have a room--either in the attic or basement-for
discarded treasures: Latin missals, birettas, and old seminary texts like Tanqueray. Among these relics will also be a copy of the "history" of.the diocese.
Most of them are dull stuff, adorned with the pictures of priests and prelates,
posed stiffly and formally. Few have any literary value, much less historical.
Thomas Noel's story of Colorado Catholicism is far and away superior to
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such dull chronicles. A professor at the University of Colorado, he has given
us a sprightly account of the Church in the Rockies, a story that details both
highlights and shadows.
Why, then, do I feel dissatisfied with the book? Perhaps it is the "framework." The publisher notes that Noel "writes within the framework of his
Church...." By this they mean that he is a Catholic. But that is not a historiographical framework; it is a system of belief. And as a historian who shares
that belief, I find insulting the implication that locating a Catholic honest
enough to write about his Church is worth notice.
I find some of the structure to be troubling. The history of Colorado
Catholicism is presented in six units, each corresponding to one of the Bishops/
Archbishops of Denver. (Noel calls them "reigns," a most unfortunate choice
of terms.) In such a scheme, everything done becomes part of a bishop's
accomplishments. And the flood of immigrants, the rise of business and industry, wars, and depression-all are tailored to fit a bishop's term of office.
Another source of disappointment is that although the author considers
social history, its depiction rarely rises above the level of the anecdotal, and
too often merely consists of cute stories about priests and sisters. It is disappointing also to see that though Noel acknowledges that "some in New Mexico"
have serious reservations about Bishop Lamy, once again that churchman and
his assistant, Denver's first Bishop, Joseph Machebeuf, are presented in the
romantic guise that Willa Cather portrayed them.
The addition of 162 pages of parish histories to a book that already has
265 large-sized pages is unfortunate. These locally written accounts contain
some interesting material, but they follow no formula. It would have been
, better to present them in another book.
It is unfortunate that reviews spend so much time addressing negative
aspects of a book. Noel's history is not meant as a scholarly, definitive volume;
it is a good example of popular history, a much-needed genre. This book also
meets an important test: it inspires questioning, and provokes debate. The
story it tells is interesting, and one that is sometimes inspiring.
Among the many photographs in the book, one (p.72) is both comical
and symbolic. It depicts Cardinal Farley, of New York, in Denver to dedicate
the Cathedral. The photo places the Cardinal on an open scaffold, "high above
the dedication crowds," hundreds of feet above Denver, bestowing a "separate
blessing" on the spire of the new church. As one who has a terrible fear of
heights, I wondered if that blessing was necessary. I wondered if the Cardinal,
in mitre and full pontificals, felt as scared as I would. But I thought that such
a position, high above Denver, was a symbol of Catholicism in Colorado-then and now a risky and dangerous enterprise. Was blessing a spire so necessary-and are some of our works also simply spectacle? Noel has told the
stories of men and women who participated in the risky enterprise.
Richard K. Weber, O.P.
Munising, Michigan
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The Lawmen: United States Marshals and Their Deputies, 1789-1989. By Frederick
S. Calhoun. (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1989. xii + 370
pp. lllustrations, notes, index. $24.95.)
When the United States Congress began to function under the Constitution in 1789, the lawmakers provided for a body of federal lawmen-the
marshals-to support the courts and enforce the laws of the land. In this
volume, Frederick S. Calhoun presents the first comprehensive history of these
law enforcers, in recognition of the bicentennial of the founding of this important office. Calhoun, who occupies the position of historian in the u.s.
Marshals Service, is also the author of Power and Principle: Armed Intervention
in Wilsonian Policy (1986).
For much of their history, the primary tasks of the United States marshals
was to serve the process and disburse the monies of the federal courts. Since
these lawmen were situated strategically throughout the nation, the government singled them out for many additional tasks. For instance, the marshals
made sincere efforts to enforce the controversial Fugitive Slave Act of 1850,
but in the face of such resistance that the public soon identified them with this
"obnoxious law" (p. 86). In spite of such adverse publicity, Calhoun concludes
that the real strength of the marshals lay in their ability to perform diverse
chores above their court duties-in other words, in "the avoidance of specialization" (p. 3). In the twentieth century, often characterized as "the age of
the experts," the versatility of the marshals became a weakness. A specialized
agency, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, assumed the role of criminal
investigator. In spite of such setbacks, the marshals slowly acquired more
attributes of professionalism through the growth of a centralized bureaucracy
in Washington, D.C. With the eruption of the Civil Rights Movement in the
1960s, President John F. Kennedy relied upon them to protect black leaders.
Under President Richard Nixon, these federal lawmen won two belated victories: the creation of the United States Marshals Service and bureau status in
the Department of Justice.
This book is well researched in the primary sources, and the writer possesses a keen understanding of the many incongruencies in the history of the
marshalcy. This is especially apparent in the author's discussions of the bureaucratic in-fighting surrounding these lawmen in the nation's capital, although the general reader may not appreciate this aspect of the book.
Unfortunately, this volume occasionally takes on the coloration of "official
history," especially in Calhoun's obvious dislike for a Congress that failed to
provide the marshals a clearly defined role in federal law enforcement. Under
the doctrine of republicanism, the foundation ideology of the American Republic, governmental powers were divided among many agencies as a matter
of course. What appeared as a "starvation" policy toward the marshals-however unfair it might appear-was inflicted deliberately upon all potentially
dangerous offices. As in anyone-volume survey of a large topic, some subjects
are slighted or distorted. In the knotty subject of formal-'-as opposed to actual....:....
law enforcement responsibilities on the frontier, Calhoun fails to note the
Congressional law of 1813 that first authorized a marshal and a district attorney
for each new territory. These remarks aside, The Lawmen is a welcome addition
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to the growing body of scholarly works about law enforcement. The illustrations also complement this volume.
Larry D. Ball

Arkansas State University

Mourning Dove: A Salishan Autobiography. Edited by Jay Miller. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. xxxix
notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)

+ 265 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendix,

Published posthumously for the first time, Mourning Dove: A Salishan Autobiography is both a personal ethnology and the life story of Christine Quintasket
(1885?-1936), a Colvile tribeswoman, whose descendants reside on the Colville
Reservation in Washington. Wanting to pursue a literary career, Quintasket
assumed the pen name Mourning Dove when publishing her first novel, Cogewea, in 1927. Subsequent writings were nonfiction; but not until 1981, when
editor Jay Miller began collecting, editing, and annotating these later fragmented essays, did Mourning Dove's second book reach print.
In two sections, "A Woman's World" and "Seasonal Activities," Quintasket
outlines Colvile tribal life at the tum of the century, using her own experiences
to illumine these ethnographical passages. Therein lies the treasure of this
narrative: Quintasket discloses a woman's perception of the Colvile's world
view, offering a perspective often missing from existing ethnographic studies.
In the first section, "A Woman's World," the author employs her voice to reveal
a feminine perspective on childbirth, courtship, marriage, and death, furnishing very rewarding and unusually detailed insights into the Colvile world view.
With the same refreshing tone, Quintasket describes Colvile "Seasonal Activities," beginning with the annual Kettle Falls spring salmon fishing and ending
with the seasonal winter dancing.
Quintasket's objective in writing these essays is to preserve Colvile cultural
heritage. At the same time, though, she records cultural changes occurring
within both herself and her community. Change is essential to cultural survival;
hence, this story is one of community and of individual survival. The evolution
of a two-tier medical system aptly illustrates cultural survival and cultural
change as the Colvile people continued to utilize tribal medicine while simultaneously incorporating western medical practices into their community.
By such strategies, they concurrently changed community practices and preserved tribal custom.
Outsiders observing tribal actions will filter a cultural survival story through
different world views, values, and goals from those of the tribesmen. Quintasket's autobiography illustrates this contrast. She describes warfare as "horrible bloodshed" (p. 23) but Miller claims her "references to warfare are a
fiction" (p. 200n). War is especially bloody for those who value pacifism but
have to defend themselves to survive.
Encountering these differences firsthand enabled Quintasket to record
clearly a Colvile woman's explanations for tribal-specific activities. One thing
that we can surely state, despite different perceptions, Mourning Dove did not
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live in isolation; her story is mirrored by contemporary Colvile women, and
therein lies the tremendous power her memoirs hold for the present day.
Richmond L. Clow
University of Montana

The Americanization of Brazil: A Study of u.s. Cold War Diplomacy in the Third
World, 1945-1954. By Gerald K. Haines. (Wilmington, Delaware: Scholarly Resources, 1989. xiv + 227 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $35.00.)
This pointed and concise monograph elucidates the development of United
States policy toward Brazil within the context of the early Cold War and sets
forth the details of a notably "successful" endeavor. Although preoccupied by
European and Asian concerns, the policymakers in the Truman and Eisenhower
administrations never neglected Latin America. Indeed, according to Gerald
K. Haines, a senior historian at the Central Intelligence Agency, they worked
in subtle and indirect ways throughout the region but "especially in Brazil ...
to preserve and expand U.S. influence." As the United States assumed responsibility "for the welfare of the world capitalist system," the leaders advocated modernization strategies by which "to maintain the area as an important
market for U.S. surplus industrial production and private investments, to
exploit its vast reserves of raw materials, and to keep international communism
out." Haines invokes a telling phrase in summary: "In short, they desired a
closed hemispheric system in an open world" (p. ix).
The measure of attainment ran high when calculated against the policymakers' goals and resulted in "the Americanization of Brazil." In support of
this claim, Haines works out the argument in a set of ten finely crafted chapters,
organized topically around political, economic, and cultural themes, and he
does so with a sense of irony. Leaders in the United States knew little and
misunderstood much about Brazil. They based their policies on "ingrained
images, values, stereotypes, and myths that distorted reality" and represented
"a combination of political calculation, self-interest benevolent paternalism,
and evangelism" (p. 185). Nevertheless, the policies worked. Under Truman
and Eisenhower, the United States molded Brazil in the image of the United
States through the promotion of democratic and anti-communist politics, the
cultivation of military officers, and the advancement of capitalist models, free
trade, and private investment. When confronted on occasion with Brazilian
preferences for nationalist and statist techniques, Americans typically overcame them by taki"ng advantage of Brazil's need for capital, technology, and
expertise.
The discussion of diplomatic tactics is provocative. Although Haines may
overstate his case by underestimating the level of Brazilian resistance, he nevertheless establishes a solid basis for his conclusion that "the United States in
Brazil during the late 1940s and early 1950s had great power and influence,
both formally and informally" and that "the intensity of the American effort"
accorded an "overall success" (p. 191). In sum, the volume contributes signif-
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icantly to a growing body of literature on U.S.-Brazilian relations and suggests
deeper understanding of a presumed "special relationship."
Mark T. Gilderhus
Colorado State University

Mary Austin: Song of a Maverick. By Esther Lanigan Stineman. (New Haven,
Connecticut: Yale University Press, 1989. xv + 269 pp. Illustrations, map, chart,
notes, bibliography, index. $25.00.)
Mary Austin continues to interest critics and biographers and is becoming,
fast behind Willa Cather, Mabel Dodge Luhan, and Georgie O'Keeffe, the stuff
not just of canonized nationalliterary/art history but of southwestern legend.
Austin's canonization and arrival in the land of legendry is partially related
to gender and her role as an emergent twentieth-century woman. Partially
(and paradoxically) Austin's garnering of critical, biographical, and historical
attention is also related to her status as a regional writer and the complex set
of forces now again under way to elevate and exalt regionalism. Such interesting and dynamic matters, combined with issues of travel, journalism, fiction,
autobiography, and biography, combine to make Esther Lanigan Stineman's
version of Austin's life and writing compelling if not provocative reading.
Certainly Austin's life and art are compelling on their own terms. What
Stineman elicits is a whole parcel of ever-increasing questions about the ways
in which and the degrees to which women write differently than men about
their respective experiences, especially the experiences of landscape and region. Furthermore, in what ways do women biographers write about their
subjects, male and female? Sociolinguists are currently contributing much insight into communication and gender. Stineman augments these initiatives.
Much of her portrayal of Austin as "maverick" (a designation Austin herself
proposed in her autobiographical reconstructions) deals with Austin's stress
and tribulation within the roles and forces of family, marriage, sex/gender,
religion/race, and regional, East vs. West "politics" in the early twentieth century.
As a young girl of Methodist and midwestern upbringing, playing out the
family and sibling romances of then-applicable values, Austin, according to
the author, wanted much more acknowledgment and· attention than her mother
could give, and after the death of her father, George Hunt~r, established her
lifelong ambivalent attraction to male manifestations of strength and intellect.
Similarly, her marriage to western engineer Wallace Austin found her locked
into another ambivalent but finally stifling situation, made all the more intolerable and painful by their daughter Ruth's handicapped condition and her
consequent institutionalization and early death. Guilt and bitterness heightened Austin's more idealized motives toward art.
Once free of the attempts of Wallace to bring water to Los Angeles and
the Owens Valley, and his failing to satisfy her own thirsts as willful woman,
Austin began on her own to nourish her career as a writer and her mentorships
and friendships with William James, Charles Lummis, Jack London, Lincoln
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Steffens, George Sterling, and other luminaries from Carmel to New York to
Santa Fe.
The Land of Little Rain (1903) more or less cemented Austin to the literary
life and led her to varying degrees of recognition as a genius of realism and
photographic detail and as an eccentric, mystic, and advocate of American
Indian ways and "rhythms" of life and song. All of Austin's locales were
important to her; however, it was the lure of the Southwest and New Mexico
that imprinted her the most and with which she is now almost wholly associated. Her role in the festivities and fads of Santa Fe and Taos, particularly
her friendships and feuds with Mabel Dodge Luhan, and her fondness for
Witter Bynner, Frank Applegate, and Ansel Adams make Song of a Maverick all
the more intriguing to those who, like her, sense a special spiritual and creative
modality in northern New Mexico.
At times the author carries feminist assumptions and Austin's own anger
at the callous and unjust attitudes of men (fathers, husbands, publishers,
writers) into strident and sweeping, even militant, indictments. But even these
charges seem not without basis and lead to the real attraction and puzzle of
the book: at what point does biography become autobiography? To what end
the battle of the sexes, East and West?
Robert F. Gish
University of Northern Iowa

The Singing Spirit: Early Short Stories by North American Indians. Edited by Bernd
C. Peyer. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1989. xxi + 175 pp. Bibliography. $24.95.)
Most historians of American Indians will be familiar with authors whose
fiction appears in this slim volume, the latest in the Sun Tracks American
Indian Literature Series from the University of Arizona Press; but that fact
itself perhaps underscores the worthy aim of the editor, which is to make
available to a larger audience obscure and hitherto inaccessible works of American Indian fiction written prior to World War II. The volume's focus is the
short story, though the editor includes autobiographical as well as satirical
sketches that stretch the strict definition of fiction.
Creative writing, according to Peyer, played only a small role in Indian
literature until the later 1960s. Indian authors of the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries generally served as "informants." Ethnographic data "seems
to have been easier to market than human attributes like the imagination"
(p. vii). As a result, touches of the "informant" pervade the earlier works of
this collection.
In his introduction, Peyer examines briefly the emergence of an Indian
intellectual elite on the reservations of the late nineteenth century, where
attendance of schools and the adoption of Euroamerican cultural styles and
values were encouraged and often compelled. One theme that is largely left
to the readers' discernment is the heritage of each author and its influence on
his or her art. All were metis. Among them only Charles Alexander Eastman
grew up in a traditional culture free of the suffocating influences of federal
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assimilationist policies. Since the editor mentions "the crucial theme of cultural
marginality" most often apparent in the lives of "mixed-blood[s] caught in a
cultural limbo between two obviously incompatible cultures" (p. xiii), a more
sophisticated discussion of Indian identity would have been useful. This lapse,
however, should not discourage readers from examining this anthology that
includes the stories of four women and seven men: (in order) Susette La
Flesche, Pauline Johnson, Angel DeCora, William Jones, Francis La Flesche,
Gertrude Bonnin, Charles A. Eastman, Alexander Posey, John Oskison, John
Joseph Mathews, and D'Arcy McNickle. (McNickle's story "Hard Riding" is
the only previously unpublished work of fiction in this volume.) Each author
is introduced by a short biographical sketch followed by a list of references
and a bibliography of the author's stories. Availability of a paperbound edition
would make this a valuable work for American history and literature courses.
L. G. Moses
Oklahoma State University

Portraits in American Archaeology: Remembrances of Some Distinguished Americanists. By Gordon Randolph Willey. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1989. xiii + 426 pp. Illustrations, bibliography. $35.00 cloth, $19.95
paper.)
Gordon Willey has had a distinguished anthropological career as one of
this century's foremost archaeologists whose work has taken him from the
American Southwest to the American Southeast, from Mexico to Central and
South America. Portraits in American Archaeology chronicles this career in a
unique manner by presenting a series of memoirs of the men who influenced
Willey-his ideas, his work, and his career. Beginning with Dean Byron Cummings, his undergraduate instructor at the University of Arizona, Willey presents a delightfully written portrait of sixteen of the most influential men in
American anthropology, archaeologists such as Alfred Tozzer, Arthur Kelly,
Alfred Kidder, Augustus Smith, Harry Pollock, Samuel Lothrop, James Ford,
Duncan Strong, William Bullard, Matthew Stirling, Wendell Bennett, George
Valliant, and Junius Bird and ethnologists Alfred Kroeber and Julian Steward.
Filled with anecdotes and reflections, of special interest to southwesternists,
are the portraits of Cummings, Kidder, and Bullard.
The choices for inclusion in this volume are very personal-"a personal
gallery of portraits" (p. 171)-and as such cannot be questioned. But one learns
from the exclusions. One finds, for example, that Professor Willey met no
women who influenced his career. This omission speaks greatly of the field
and the times, conveying information about the structure and prestige hierarchy of archaeology. Those portrayed were excavators and directors of large
projects, but the only women seen in the book are wives, mothers, and unpaid
helpers. In this and many other ways this memoir says much about archaeology
as an intellectual and practical endeavor, as a way of life, and as a discipline
situated in a number of different institutions---museums, universities, and
government agencies, both at home and abroad. It is especially rich in insights
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about how individual personalities affect a discipline. As such it is valuable
for the historian, anthropologist, and biographer.
This book is well written: candid, analytical, critical, objective, subjective,
humorous, and personal. It engages the reader in its style and in its content.
Willey is sitting in one's living room relating stories about himself and friends.
He is forthright, addressing issues such as networking, living on the East Coast,
the depression and World War II, wealth, class, and educational background
and their influences on careers. Portraits in American Archaeology personalizes
anthropology through numerous remembrances of incidents and experiences
as few books in our discipline have done. It is wonderful reading and highly
recommended.
Nancy J. Parezo

University of Arizona
The History of Texas. By Robert A. Calvert and Arnoldo DeLeon. (Arlington
Heights, Illinois: Harlan Davidson, 1990. viii + 479 pp. Illustrations, maps,
tables, appendix, bibliography, index. $32.95 cloth, $21.95 paper.)
A legion of chronic complaints about state history textbooks could easily
be marshaled: they tend to. ignore the most stirring new research, to adopt
provincial if not narrowly celebratory approaches, to seek the safety of middleof-the-road interpretations, and to emphasize political topics to the exclusion
of social or cultural subjects. None of these criticisms can be leveled, however,
against this new college-level history of Texas by Robert A. Calvert of Texas
A&M University and Arnoldo DeLeon of Angelo State University. The authors
are members of a generation of scholars who came to professional maturity
during the last two decades and, with remarkably little fanfare, have been
rewriting the hisfory of Texas. This text integrates much of this recent scholarship and occasionally sets forth some'·fresh research as well.
Several characteristics stand out. The ethnic diversity of Texas/is not only
acknowledged but emphasized throughout; rather than segregated in a single
chapter, the Tejano and African-American experiences are described in the
context of each historical period. Nor does the influence of the "new" social
history end there. European immigrants, tenant farmers, urban workers, and
women all receive'due attention. Fewer pages are devoted to the arts, but the
space allotted to cultural matters is certainly more than cursory and is well
integrated into the overall narrative. Another unusual feature is the amount
of text devoted to modem Texas. Half of the chapters and two-thirds of the
pages concern the post-Reconstruction period, a far qy from the day when
(at the latest) the passing of the frontier was commonly understood as the end
point of Texas history.
This work has an expected textbook.quality in that broad, sweeping themes
are not systematically put forward; nevertheless, certain conclusions do stand
out. The authors see Hispanic influences as persisting beyond Texas independence. Despite Anglo-American numerical dominance and prejudice, Tejano culture resisted erosion until the twentieth century when immigration
from Mexico assured its continued vigor. Otherwise, forces common to the
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southern United States dominated the history of Texas. Even the oil "revolution" and the depression-ridden thirties failed to uproot the traditions of the
South. World War II more than any earlier or other factor ushered in modernization. The chapters that describe this transformation provide a particular
bonus in bringing together statistical and other evidence that would be otherwise difficult to find.
This work appears destined to become a standard and influential text.
Teachers who choose not to adopt it are certain to find themselves lecturing
out of it. If this book finds a wider readership than the usual text, there may
even be hope that the persistent chauvinism that dominates the popular view
of Texas might be shaken.
Paul Lack
McMurry College

The Nature of Texas: A Feast of Native Beauty. Edited by Howard Peacock. (College
Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1990. xv + 124 pp. Illustrations, index.
$24.95.)
In a fine historical essay in the recent anthology of American nature writing, This Incomparable Lande (1989), Thomas Lyon makes the point that what
most distinguishes modem nature literature is its sizzling critique of and outrage over America's fall from environmental health. Henry Thoreau and John
Muir had their own axes to grind, of course, but nature literature since Rachel
Carson has been marked by social criticism cranked to high volume. No reader
would ever confuse the prose of John Burroughs with that of Edward Abbey.
Maybe that is the reason that The Nature of Texas strikes a 1990s reader as
so much milquetoast. It is not that the book is not a lovely one, with the sort
of high caliber photography that we all have come to expect from coffee table
nature books, and from photographers like Jim Bones, Wyman Meinzer, Randy
Green, and Joe Liggio. Nor is the idea a bad one. Texas is such an ecologically
diverse state that an anthology of collected essays is probably the only way to
deal adequately with East Texas woodlands, Gulf Coast seashores and prairies,
trans-Pecos mountains and deserts, High Plains canyonlands. The problem, I
believe, may be the source of the essays, the bulk of which have previously
been published in Texas Highways magazine. That journal, hardly a hotbed of
fervent environmentalism, features such watered-down and over-edited stories
that those reproduced in this anthology scarcely seem intended for adult consumption at all. Only some of the essays from other sources, among them
editor Howard Peacock's contributions, possess the literary zing that one expects in a nature book produced in the same decade that rampant oil spills,
clearcutting, and growing mountains of toxic waste threaten the remaining
wild.
Texans, of course, like celebratory books, and celebration of nature has
always been one function of nature writing. But with its scarcity of public
lands and tottering environmental health, Texas ought to be producing far
more exciting and penetrating environmental writing than this book contains.
After reading the essays in The Nature of Texas, I found myself turning with
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relief to Charles Bowden, Gary Nabhan, and some of my favorite frothing-atthe-mouth passages by Abbey. Will it be said of Texas nature writers that while
Rome burned they composed cute (and trite) odes to bluebonnets and homed
lizards?
Dan L. Flores
Texas Tech University

We Just Toughed It Out: Women in the Llano Estacada. By Georgellen Burnett. (EI
Paso: Texas Western Press, 1990. 55 pp. Illustration, map, notes, bibliography.
$12.00.)
In the beginning pages of this small, attractive book, the author sets forth
the premise that the dry high plains of west Texas and eastern New Mexico,
known as the Llano Estacado, is "a land apart," and those who live on it are
"a people apart," especially the women who emigrated as early settlers. They
were different because their lives were shaped by the unfamiliar and harsh
terrain.
That conclusion of being unique is not supported as the author details the
stories of eight Anglo women who moved with their families into the Llano
Estacado between 1884 and 1891 after the Indians had been removed and the,
area opened for settlement. Indeed, similarity with other frontier women is
pointed out in each chapter, citing Agnes Morley Cleaveland, Mary Halleck
Foote, Molly Dorsey Sanford, and others. Overall, the stories of the Llano
Estacado women repeat the oft-told tale of frontier women in general, outlining
courage, determination, and stamina, commendable, but not unique.
Nevertheless, this is a worthwhile first book which adds to our understanding of women in the West. Tied together by the common experience of
widowhood, and ranging from farm and ranch wives to a minister's spouse,
each became adept at what was, in a more refined scene, man's work. In that
sphere, each became a success in her own right. Mary Jane Alexander, Hettie
Hall Sieber, Dora Griffin Roberts, Minnie Cox Walker, Alice Baker, Lou Caraway
Stubbs, Josie McDonald, and Martha Rayburn Collard were some of the first
settlers into what became the Texas communities of Mobeetie, Miami, Big
Spring, Hereford, Lockney, Lubbock, Sonora, and San Angelo. The last two
towns technically are not on the high plains but are located below the escarpment near where the Llano Estacado meets the Edwards Plateau.
The book is based on primary sources, manuscripts, newspapers, oral
histories, and is weiI documented with a useful bibliography. A map showing
the extent of the Llano Estacado adds to the quality.
Reba N. Wells
Yuma Crossing Foundation
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Indians of the Rio Grande Delta: Their Role in the History of Southern Texas and
Northeastern Mexico. By Martin Salinas. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990.
xii + 193 pp. Maps, tables, bibliography, index. $25.00 cloth, $11.95 paper.)
The Indians of the Rio Grande delta region are among the least-known
Indians in North America. Parts of the region have been described as a "cultural
sink" and the native inhabitants have all too often been lumped into poorly
defined residual categories such as "Coahuiltecan."
Indians of the Rio Grande Delta is the most comprehensive synthesis of
information from primary sources in Texas and Mexico about the region. As
such, Martin Salinas has produced the definitive work on the region, beginning
with a review of the aboriginal environment and the changes introduced by
Euroamerican settlement. Salinas uses a much larger number of primary documents than previous studies, and focuses attention on establishing the clearest
ethnic identity possible for each Indian group of the region. In so doing, he
confronts the confusion of Indian names and explains why European settlers
ignored native names in favor of Spanish names which were often applied to
unrelated groups in different parts of the region.
Depending on the available information, he summarizes culture, historical
demography, and linguistic information for over six dozen named groups.
Critical analyses of the extant historical data provide insight into cultural change
and population dislocation brought about by Spanish expansion. Salinas is
able to clearly distinguish between Indian groups native to different parts of
the region and groups migrating in from other areas after displacement by
European colonists. Such distinctions, when coupled with environmental variations and differences in population density, enable Salinas to carefully test
generalizations from earlier researchers based on very limited data on languages and cultures. Perhaps the most intriguing result of his research is his
evidence for the existence of a group of African maroons in the Rio Grande
delta, referred to by early Spaniards as Negros.
Salinas' work is a model of the critical use of fragmentary and confused
primary sources in areal synthesis. As such, it is an excellent contribution both
to our knowledge of native North America and the discipline of ethnohistory.
Gordon Bronitsky
Denver, Colorado

Historical Atlas of Texas. By A. Ray Stephens and William M. Holmes. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1989. vii + 64 pp. Maps, charts, tables, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
Texas has joined the list of other western states included in the historical
atlas series of the University of Oklahoma Press. The authors, both professors
at the University of North Texas, seek to "illustrate particular topics in Texas
history with maps accompanied by brief interpretative essays." They properly
begin with the state's geography, geology, and native cultures. Sadly, only one
map is devoted to the various Indian tribes, and the accompanying essay does
not begin to suggest the cultural diversity of indigenous Texans. Topics follow
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in chronological order: Spanish and French conflict, Anglo-American colonization, the Texas Revolution, the Republic of Texas, Secession and Civil War,
the range cattle industry, and the development of the petroleum industry.
Specific maps address hurricanes, transportation, military installations, conservation and recreational areas, educational institutions, as well as political
and economic districts.
A study of this variety demands many subjective judgments. Aware of
that, the authors offer themes that they believe "most significant to the history
of the entire state." It is, of course, their book and one is, to some degree,
compelled to accept their choices. Still, one would like to have seen a demographic map revealing ethnic density on the eve of the Texas Revolution, or
one demonstrating the growth of cotton culture and slavery, or perhaps another
reflecting the state's rapidly growing Hispanic population.
Even so, the maps selected are reproduced in a large format that is clear
enough to view easily. Often, however, the base map is a standard county
map of Texas on which the authors have simply plugged in particular information. This assembly line approach imparts an unfortunate repetitiveness to
the book.
The bibliography, moreover, suggests that the authors failed to consult
more recent studies, preferring to rely on the old standards. The maps depicting the Alamo fort and the San Jacinto battlefield, for example, are virtual
redrawings of those found in Andrew Jackson Houston's Texas Independence,
published in 1938. Archival and archaeological research conducted since then
has rendered that information hopelessly out of date.
.
The authors enlisted Phyllis McCaffre, ajunior high school history teacher,
to review the text for use in secondary schools. Indeed, their efforts to render
the atlas "more useful to secondary school classes" probably explains its somewhat rudimentary content. Secondary Texas history teachers and their students
should find the book worthwhile.
Stephen L. Hardin
Texas State Department of Highways and Public Transportation

Reluctant Frontiersman: James Ross Larkin on the Santa Fe Trail 1856-57. Edited by
Barton H. Barbour. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press/Historical
Society of New Mexico, 1990. xvi + 202 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, notes,
bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, $14.95 paper.)
"History with its flickering lamps stumbles along the trail of the past,
trying to reconstruct its scenes, to revive its echoes, and kindle with pale gleams
the passion of former days." So said one of the greatest writers, historians,
and historical figures of the twentieth century, Winston Spencer Churchill.
The Santa Fe Trail, oldest and perhaps most romantic of the great roads crossing
the vastness of the American West, has long suffered from a dearth of "flickering lamps" to illuminate its years of glory and high adventure. Doubtless
the paucity of original accounts is because it was primarily a trail of trade and
commerce, with few literate travelers recording their experiences and observations. The wives of government officials and soldiers often provided the best
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of the firsthand accounts, such as those written by Susan Magoffin and Marian
Russell. But surely there are many other accounts which have been lost, overlooked, or ignored, and which could, if found, shed additional light upon
places and events of long ago. Happily Barton H. Barbour has found one of
these, and in so doing has made it possible for us to see the trail through the
eyes of one of those early wayfarers.
Reluctant Frontiersman, edited and annotated by Barbour, recounts in his
own words the experiences of James Ross Larkin, a man who traveled the
length of the trail to Santa Fe during 1856-1857. Although a member of a
prominent family and an educated urban businessman, business was not his
motive for travel. He was, in fact, one of the earliest of those who journeyed
across the southwestern plains in search of both health and adventure. He
suffered from "chronic dyspepsia," an ailment probably similar to gastroenteritis or gastritis. A trip across the plains was Widely believed to have curative
qualities superior even to the fashionable watering places of the North. He
accordingly made his way from his home in St. Louis to Westport, Missouri,
and there joined the caravan of William Bent bound for Bent's New Fort on
the Arkansas.
During their journey Larkin saw evidence of difficulties between free-state
and pro-slavery settlers along the eastern fringes of Kansas Territory, heard of
troubles between the U.s. Army and Cheyennes, and narrowly avoided a
threatened Kiowa attack upon Bent's New Fort. Two weeks following arrival
at that post, Larkin resumed his trip, moving via the Bent's Fort trail over
Raton Pass. Once at Santa Fe he hobnobbed with army officers, traders, government officials, and even the renowned Bishop Lamy. He participated in
many pleasant activities, including fandangos and dinner parties. The story
of his adventures along the trail and in Santa Fe, combined with his observations of people and places, serves to make his diary a valuable primary
source of knowledge for anyone interested in the history of the developing
West.
Barbour has done a highly creditable job of editing, but perhaps his most
valuable contribution, aside from finding the diary, is the prefatory chapters
and excellent annotations supplementing its text. In his introductory material
Barbour provides a brief biographical sketch of Larkin's life, a comparison of
St. Louis and Santa Fe in 1856, a study of the trail as a mecca for health seekers,
and the trail as a source of adventure and a rite of passage. Together, they
constitute an excellent entre to the diary itself, providing the reader with an
understanding of the contrast in cultures, the difficulties and dangers of the
road to Santa Fe, and a glimpse of some of the notable and important personages in the West of that day. Barbour's writing is clear and concise, and his
scholarship is sound. Reluctant Frontiersman is a fine contribution to the literature and history of the Santa Fe Trail.
William Y. Chalfant
Hutchinson, Kansas
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Indian School Days. By Basil H. Johnston. (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1989. 250 pp. Map, appendix. $18.95.)
In 1939, ten-year-old Basil Johnston, a Canadian Ojibwa, was snatched
from his family by the Indian agent and forced to attend St. Peter Claver's
School, run by Jesuit priests in the northern Ontario community of Spanish.
His four-year-old sister was also displaced and forced to attend the boarding
school for girls. Johnston, now a lecturer in the ethnology department of the
Royal Ontario Museum, recounts his experiences as an Indian child being
educated at a white-operated Catholic boarding school. The result is a fascinating book that examines assimilationist education from an Indian perspective.
Johnston presents delightful portraits of his classmates as well as of his
Jesuit teachers. Most of the students, ranging in age from four to sixteen, came
from broken homes. Much of what Johnston recalls is sad and shocking. He
details the loneliness, fears, and deprivation of Indian children placed in an
unfeeling and disciplined environment. The students created a subculture of
survival that helped them cope with this alien setting. Athletics, especially
hockey, offered a brief respite.
St. Peter Claver's School, which consisted of grades one through eight,
offered basic vocational training. Yet, as Johnston correctly observes, most of
the jobs were no longer in demand because of new technology. After the
adoption of a high school curriculum in 1946, however, the school became
more tolerable and professional. Indeed, Johnston's comments on the institution and the Jesuits are less negative. Even so, the school still reflected
assimilationist education that stressed non-Indian over Indian values.
Indian School Days is a marvelous book. The author's writing style is superb,
and his story is an important one. It is recommended to all students of Indian
history.
Raymond Wilson
Fort Hays State University

Fred Gipson at Work. By Glen E. Lich. (College Station: Texas A&M University
Press, 1990. xxvi + 125 pp. Illustration, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)
In the words of Texas nature writer, Fred Gipson "has probably been ...
the most widely read and appreciated writer Texas has ever produced" (p. 96).
In this brief volume of less than 100 pages of text and 25 pages of notes and
index, Glen Lich suggests reasons for Gipson's popularity through a helpful
examination of his life and major works.
Although Lich, director of the Regional Studies Center at Baylor University, moves chronologically through Gipson's career, providing useful autobiographical parallels between the author's life and writings, his abbreviated
study is primarily a thematic examination of Gipson's best-known novels and
histories. Indeed, in format and findings it differs little from a strong volume
in the Twayne United States Authors Series. In addition to emphasizing Gipson's life and his principal themes, Lich stresses the uses of place, time, and
initiation in his commentaries on Gipson's writings.
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Understandably, Lich's most extensive discussion is of Old Yeller (1956),
Gipson's chief work of fiction. Here he notes the novelist's apt use of the rites
of passage theme and then draws an interesting parallel between the death of
the novel's canine hero and the decline and despair in his creator's life. Indeed,
Gipson's dream of linking the pioneer past to contemporary and future America, which he thought possible in his fiction, turned to a series of personal
nightmares in the revisionist 196Os, an era that seemed so distant from Gipson's
experiences and values. Like President Lyndon B. Johnson, who also grew up
in Gipson's Texas Hill Country, Gipson could not understand why his viewpoints clashed with those of so many other Americans in the 1960s.
Altogether Lich has produced a very useful book on a Texas writer who,
while reflecting notable regional themes, also symbolized much of middle
America during the 1940s and 1950s. As the author makes clear, Gipson was
much more than a writer of simplistic juvenile novels. Lich particularly understands the power of Gipson's narrative talent and his regionalism as well
as the tragic dimensions of his life.
Richard W. Etulain
University of New Mexico

Canal Irrigation in Prehistoric Mexico: The Sequence of Technological Change. By
William E. Doolittle. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990. xiv + 205 pp.
Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, bibliography, index. $30.00.)
This volume, though modest in size, is nonetheless a significant contribution to the literature on prehistoric Mexico. As the author comments, "Debate on the cultural implications of water control, and specifically irrigation,
is far from over ... and, of course, this assessment of canal technology and
its development was not intended to settle this dispute. It does, however,
reveal something about the nature of the relationship, especially how it changed
through time." Doolittle's research involved a careful examination of the pertinent archaeological, historic, and geographical sources. He notes that "Earlier
assessments, often all-inclusive, suffered from inadequate comparative data."
These comparisons were usually based on temporal considerations or on ecological contexts, but, as the author observed, "both approaches have their
strengths, but they also have shortcomings." Citing Trautmann's work (1966),
Doolittle points out that "For the most part, technological change involves
degree rather than kind." As an extension of this observation, Doolittle somewhat regretfully observes that Carl O. Sauer's 1952 comments, "Ideas must
build upon ideas," is a concept that "seems to have been lost."
Noting a recent increase in the number of individual research projects,
the author sees himself as responding to "a need to analyze the now abundant
data base" in a comprehensive manner and, as well, to remedy the lack of "a
study that synthesizes this information and assess it in a coherent framework."
Observing that "Technology is certainly a critical factor in the human-environmental relationship and its inherent geographical nature," the author expresses the belief that "it is appropriate for someone trained in that discipline
to address its development."
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At the outset, Doolittle indicates the uniqueness of his approach with
these words, "In addition to being different in terms of the scale of its regional
orientation, this study is unlike other studies that have emphasized data on
specific prehistoric agricultural practices in that it does not focus on fields or
planting surfaces. As is the case with both terraces and raised fields, canals
and their related features can be considered as 'agricultural landforms,' modifications of surface relief related to cultivation. . . . In this study they are
treated as technology."
Charles H. Lange
Santa Fe, New Mexico

On the Edge of Splendor: Exploring Grand Canyon's Human Past. By Douglas W.
Schwartz. (Santa Fe: School of American Research, 1990. 80 pp. Illustrations,
maps, bibliography. $12.95 paper.)
World renowned for its scenic grandeur, the millions of visitors to Grand
Canyon each year are impressed with the visual display of its geological history.
Information on the cultural dramas that enfolded over centuries within the
canyon walls and on the adjacent plateaus has been, by comparison, less
available to the general public. On the Edge of Splendor is a tastefully designed
volume for the general reader that fills this gap.
Through pages amply illustrated with maps, photographs in black and
white and color, line drawings, and reproductions of prints from the John
Wesley Powell report of explorations of the Colorado River, the reader is taken
on an odyssey of the human dimension of the canyon's history. Schwartz has
organized his text to consider prehistoric cultures and comparable surviving
peoples in tandem. This arrangement brings to life the prehistoric past, as it
emphasizes the continuity of various life-styles at Grand Canyon from prehistory into the ethnographic present. A discussion of the early Archaic huntergatherers is followed by a chapter on the Kaibab Paiutes, who foraged for a
liVing until they left the area for reservations in the late 1800s. Discussed next
are the prehistoric Cohonina and Havasupai, both foragers and farmers, and
finally the Anasazi horticulturalists and today's Hopi, whose ancestry may be
traceable in part to the Anasazicanyon dwellers. The Hopi maintain important
shrines in the canyon, and as well, Grand Canyon looms large in many of
their myths and stories.
The volume is written with a humanistic bent in narrative style. In addition
to explaining the spiritual significance of Grand Canyon for today's native
people of the region, Schwartz gives ample consideration to the artifacts of
religion and ideologies, such as figurines and rock art, left by prehistoric
cultures.
In addition, this volume is also a vehicle for describing Schwartz' own
personal odyssey while doing research at the canyon. This dimension, at times
elaborated in the text, is more explicitly provided in the short personal vignettes
and reflections of the author as he describes his early encounters with Grand
Canyon archaeology, his expectations, and the many and diverse challenges
he faced.
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This attractive volume is a welcome addition to the Grand Canyon library,
a valuable synthesis of its archaeological dimension and exposition on the
significance of this powerful landscape for contemporary peoples.
Polly Schaafsma
Museum of New Mexico

Book Notes

Printmaking in New Mexico 1880-1990. By Clinton Adams. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1991. ix + 167 pp. Illustrations,
notes, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, $25.00 paper.) Reproduces
etchings, woodcuts, and lithographs made by artists of New Mexico
during the last century.
America's National Battlefield Parks: A Guide. By Joseph E. Stevens. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xiv + 337 pp. Illustrations,
maps, index. $19.95 paper.) Paperback reprint.
Route 66: The Highway and Its People. By Susan Croce Kelly and Quinta
Scott. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xiv + 210 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $17.95 paper.) Paperback reprint of 1988 edition.
The Chilkat Dancing Blanket. By Cheryl Samuel. (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1990. 234 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 paper.) First paperback reprint of 1982 edition.
Ghost Towns of Texas. By T. Lindsay Baker. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991. ix + 196 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index.
$16.95 paper.) Paperback reprint of 1986 edition.
Nuclear Enchantment. By Patrick Nagatani and Eugenia Parry Janis. (Al197
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buquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1991. 138 pp. Illustrations,
maps. $45.00 cloth, $29.95 paper.) A photographic documentary of the
nuclear industry in New Mexico.

Eyewitness at Wounded Knee. By Richard E. Jensen, R. Eli Paul, and John
E. Carter. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1991. xii + 210 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $37.50.) A collection of
some 150 photographs made before and immediately after the 1890
incident at Wounded Knee.
The Horse Soldier 1776-1943: The United States Cavalryman: His Uniforms,
Arms, Accoutrements, and Equipments: Volume I, The Revolution, the War
of 1812, the Early Frontier 1776-1850. By Randy Steffen. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991. xix + 195 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, index. $35.00 paper.) Paperback reprint of the 1977 edition.
Fighting Liberal: The Autobiography of George W. Norris. By George W.
Norris. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992. xxiv + 419 pp.
Illustrations, map, chart, index. $14.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1961
edition with foreword by Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.
Al Norte: Agricultural Workers in the Great Lakes Region, 1917-1970. By
Dennis Nodin Valdes. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1992. ix +
305 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $30.00 cloth,
$12.95 paper.) Number 13 of the Mexican American Monographs, sponsored by the Center for Mexican American Studies.
The Bonanza Kings: The Social Origins and Business Behavior of Western
Mining Entrepreneurs, 1870-1900. By Richard H. Peterson. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1991. xvi + 191 pp. Tables, appendix,
notes, bibliography, index. $10.95 paper.) Paperback edition of the 1971
study with a new preface by the author.
The Peyote Religion among the Navaho. By David F. Aberle. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1991. Iii + 451 pp. Illustrations, maps,
charts, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 paper.)
Paperback reprint of the 1982 edition with a new preface by the author.
"Great Basin Kingdom" Revisited: Contemporary Perspectives. Edited by
Thomas G. Alexander. (Logan: Utah State University Press, 1991. 164
pp. Maps, tables, notes, index. $17.95.) A collection of seven essays
that evaluate the impact of Leonard J. Arrington's Great Basin Kindgom,
with an introduction by the editor.
Plains Farmer: The Diary of William G. DeLoach, 1914-1964. Edited by
Janet M. Neugebauer. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press,
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1991. xxxi + 367 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index.
$39.50.) A half-century record of the farming experience on the Great
Plains.

Sixty Million Acres: American Veterans and the Public Lands before the Civil
War. By James W. Oberly. (Kent, Ohio: Kent State University Press,
1990. xii + 222 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $28.00.) A study of the federal government's first
major entitlement program for veterans.
Willard Z. Park's Ethnographic Notes on the Northern Paiute of Western
Nevada, 1933-1940: Volume I. Edited by Catherine S. Fowler. (Salt Lake
City: University of Utah Press, 1989. xxix + 160 pp. Illustrations, maps,
appendix, notes, bibliography. $27.50 paper.) Number 114 in the University of Utah's Anthropological Papers.
The Ute of Utah Lake: University of Utah Anthropological Papers. By Joel c.
Janetski. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1991. xiii + 81 pp.
Illustrations, maps, bibliography. $20.00 paper.) Number 115 in the
University of Utah's Anthropological Papers.
The Archaeology of James Creek Shelter. Edited by Robert G. Elston and
Elizabeth E. Budy. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1990. xiv
+ 321 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, bibliography. $22.50 paper.) Number 116 in the University of Utah's Anthropological Papers.
The Pacific Slope: A History of California, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Utah,
and Nevada. By Earl Pomeroy. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1991. xi + 414 pp. Illustrations, tables, notes, bibliography, index.
$15.95 paper.) Paperback reprint of the 1965 edition.
Earth Horizon. By Mary Austin. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1991. ix + 403 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $16.95 paper.)
Paperback reprint edition.
The Ancient Memory & Other Stories. By John G. Neihardt. Edited by
Hilda Neihardt Petri. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1991. xi
+ 230 pp. Illustrations. $19.95.) A collection of John G. Neihardt's
early short fiction.
The Giving Earth: A John G. Neihardt Reader. Edited by Hilda Neihardt
Petri. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1991. xviii + 301 pp.
Illustration, notes. $25.00.) A collection of John G. Neihardt's works
in several genres.
American Indian Life. Edited by Elsie Clews Parsons. (Lincoln: University
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of Nebraska Press, 1991. xv + 419 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, appendix. $12.95 paper.) Paperback reprint of the 1922 edition.

Henry A. Wallace's Irrigation Frontier: On the Trail of the Corn Belt Farmer,
1909. Edited by Richard Lowitt and Judith Fabry. (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1991. 228 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $24.95.)
Volume 58 in the Western Frontier Library.
James J. Hill and the Opening of the Northwest. By Albro Martin. (St. Paul:
Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1991. xxvi +- 676 pp. Illustrations,
maps, notes, bibliography, index. $22.50 paper.) Paperback reprint of
the 1976 edition with a new introduction by W. Thomas White.
Watchdog of Loyalty: The Minnesota Commission of Public Safety During
World War 1. By Carl H. Chrislock. (St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1991. xiv + 387 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography,
index. $39.95 doth, $19.95 paper.)
Madonna Swan: A Lakota Woman's Story. By Madonna Swan and Mark
St. Pierre. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991. xi + 209 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, index. $19.95.) First person account of Madonna Swan-Abdulla and her life on the Cheyenne River Sioux Reservation, as told through Mark St. Pierre.
Utah Remembers World War II. By Allan Kent Powell. (Logan: Utah State
University Press, 1991. xiv + 271 pp. Illustrations, table, notes, index.
$29.95.) Accounts of World War II experiences.
Powhatan's Mantle: Indians in the Colonial Southeast. Edited by Peter H.
Wood, Gregory A. Waselkov, and M. Thomas Hatley. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. xviii + 355 pp. Illustrations, maps,
charts, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 paper.) Paperback reprint of the 1989 edition.

News Notes

The Coronado Trail Association, the Department of Behavioral
Sciences, Anthropology section, and the Department of History and
Political Science at New Mexico Highlands University will jointly sponsor a conference entitled, "The Coronado Expedition's Route in the
Southwest: Questions of 'Where Did the Encuentro Happen?'" Approximately twenty scholars will participate in the event, which will
take place August 21-23, 1992, at New Mexico Highlands University
in Las Vegas, New Mexico. For information, contact Shirley Cushing
Flint, conference coordinator, P.O. Box 216, Villanueva, New Mexico
87583, (505) 421-2515.
The Center for Southwest Research has published a guide to the
Navajo transcripts of the American Indian Oral History Collection. The
guide is designed for use with the microfilm edition of the Navajo
transcripts and includes the names of informants and interviewers, the
original audio tape number, and subject descriptions for each transcript. The American Indian Oral History interviews were conducted
in 1967-1972 through a project funded by the Doris Duke Foundation.
Guide to the Microfilm Edition of the American Indian Oral History
Collection, 1967-1972, Navajo Transcripts is available for $10 plus $2 shipping and handling, from the Center for Southwest Research, General
Library, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 871311466.
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The Department of History at the University of Texas, Arlington,
has announced the 1993 Webb-Smith Essay Competition, a $500 award
for the best essay of tO,OOO words or less on the topic "Changing Images
of the Southwest." The winning essay will be included in volume
twenty-eight of the Walter Prescott Webb Memorial Lectures Series,
published by Texas A&M University Press. Manuscripts must be submitted by February 1, 1993. For submission forms and additional information, write the Walter Prescott Webb Memorial Lectures Committee,
Department of History, Box 19529, University of Texas at Arlington,
Arlington, Texas 76019.
The Bureau of Land Management, in partnership with the Universities of Arizona and New Mexico and other federal agencies, is
planning a Quincentenary commemorative event consisting of a oneday symposium in Tucson, a five-day bus tour, and a two-day closing
symposium in Albuquerque. "A Meeting of Two Worlds" will take place
October 3-9, 1992, and will focus on Spanish exploration of the Southwest and the contributions the Spanish and Native American peoples
have made to the cultural heritage of the Southwest. Registration costs
are: Tucson symposium, $45; Albuquerque symposium, $45; bus tour,
single occupancy $420, double $570. For further information, contact
Gail Acheson, Bureau of Land Management, P.O. Box 16563, Phoenix,
Arizona 85011, (602) 640-5504.

Echoes of the Bugle: Forts of New Mexico, a 32-page guide to sites of
military posts in New Mexico, has been reprinted by its author, Dale
F. Giese. Originally published in observance of the Bicentennial of the
United States by the Phelps Dodge Corporation, the booklet has been
unavailable for some time. Echoes of the Bugle contains informative sketches
of sixty-two sites, as well as maps and illustrations. Giese served for
eight years in the National Park Service, including four years as historian at Fort Union National Monument; he has been professor of
history in Western New Mexico University for twenty-three years. For
copies of this booklet, available at $4.95 plus $1 postage, contact Dale
F. Giese, 26 Valley Drive, Silver City, New Mexico 88061, (505) 3881281.
The Amon Carter Museum has announced the opening of tWo
exhibits that focus on artistic representations of the American West.
"Alfred Jacob Miller: Watercolors of the American West," will display
approximately sixty watercolors from the artist's studio collection that
are now preserved at the Thomas Gilcrease Institute in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The exhibition will run from July 25 to September 20, 1992.
"Word Painter: The Illustrated Letters and Watercolors of Charles M.
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Russell," drawn from the Amon Carter Museum's extensive collection
of works by the Montana artist, reveals Russell's gifts as storyteller
and humorist, as well as artist. Hundreds of his illustrated letters serve
as the core of this exhibit, which will mark the publication by the
Museum of Word Painter, with critical commentary by Brian W. Dippie,
the first of three projected volumes that catalogue and interpret Russell
works in the Museum's collection.
In order to promote and encourage research at the postdoctoral
level on Hispanic Catholic community in the United States, the Lilly
Endowment has made a grant to the Cushwa Center to offer three
Summer Research Stipends of $5,000 each for the summer of 1993.
These stipends are meant to allow the recipients freedom to dedicate
a summer to research in this field, and to assist with travel expenses
to archives or other resources. Applicants need not be historians; research in fields such as literature, anthropology, and the social sciences
will also be considered, as long as it is relevant to the history of Hispanic
Catholics in the United States. Applications must be received before
December 15, 1992. The Cushwa Center is also offering three disser~
ation fellowships of $12,000 each, for dissertation research in the same
area of study. Deadline for applications is January 1, 1993. For information and application forms, contact Jaime R. Vidal, Cushwa Center
for the Study of American Catholicism, 614 Hesburgh Library, Notre
Dame, Indiana 46556, (219) 239-5441.
Denise O'Leary-Siemer is currently researching the history of the
Woman's Christian Temperance Union in New Mexico from its founding in 1883 to approximately 1930. Persons knowing the whereabouts
of materials·pertaining to this subject are encouraged to contact O'LearySiemer at 2227 Utah NE, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110-4741, (505)
299-3523.

