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Early Banking in New Mexico from
the Civil War to the Roaring Twenties
LARRY SCHWElKART

The rider furiously lashed the horse on, but the animal dragged, laden
as it was with gold in both saddlebags. When the rider made it to the
Mississippi River he would have two choices: board the next boat to
New Orleans, and from there to England, or cross into Arkansas, Texas,
and press on to the frontier. In this case he rested his tired mount
while waiting for a trip south. When it was again safe, he would return
with the gold. It, after all, represented the entire remaining capitalization of the Bank of Northern Tennessee, and the rider-its president,
David Kennedy-would not abandon the business he had built just
because the Yankees neared. 1
Although many Southern bankers returned to their banks to try
to restore their businesses after the war, many simply moved west.
And although the exciting exploits of Kennedy seem to contradict the
Larry Schweikart is assistant professor of history in the University of Dayton, Dayton, Ohio. He is author of several books and articles on frontier banking. This essay is
a result of research for a forthcoming book, Banking in the American West from the Gold
Rush to Deregulation. The author wishes to thank the University of Dayton and the Charles
Redd Center for Western Studies and George Noland of the University of Dayton Research Institute for financial support of this research.
1. David Kennedy's story and similar adventures are found in Larry Schweikart,
"Banking in the American South, 1836-1865" (doctoral dissertation, University of California, Santa Barbara, 1983), 661-64, 675-82.
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image of banking as dull, lifeless, and impersonal, frontier finance had
its share of drama even aside from the rare times when a seedy-looking
stranger in a mask pointed his pistol across the counter at a terrified
teller, demanding the contents of the vault. New Mexico was no different, featuring institutional jealousies, corporate boardroom struggles, and economic panics. While New Mexico banking has been the
subject of numerous short studies, none have reached into the wealth
of manuscript materials to look at the state's banking from the inside.
Little disagreement exists about the founding of New Mexico's
first real financial institution, the First National Bank of Santa Fe, founded
by Lucien B. Maxwell in 1870. Maxwell invested $150,000-the bank's
entire capitalization-out of proceeds from his sale of the "Maxwell
Grant" property, specifically the Beaubien and Miranda grants. The
southern part of the territory had, nevertheless, been located in the
market area of Lord and Williams, a private Tucson, Arizona, banking
firm, since that mercantile firm opened in 1866. A federal depository
as of 1869, it often held more than a million dollars in its vault. But
the presence of Lord and Williams, in addition to EI Paso private banking firms, did little to service the large population of the northern half
of the territory, where Albuquerque, Santa Fe, and Las Vegas were
located. 2
New Mexico was no different from Arkansas, Texas, and the developing Midwest in its need for a circulating medium in the 1860s.
Indeed, much of the Great Plains area as far west as the Rockies used
fur pelts as money until the Civil War. This dearth of money encouraged
a group of prominent citizens, including Sigmund Seligman, Ceran St.
Vrain, and Levi Speigelberg, to obtain a provisional charter for a bank
from the territorial legislature in 1863. The proposed Bank of New
Mexico, to be located in Santa Fe, was a property bank that featured
certain free-banking principles in its charter. When the president and
2. New Mexico's banking history is traced in Paul A. F. Walter, "New Mexico's
Pioneer Bank and Bankers," New Mexico Historical Review, 21 (July 1946), 209-25; Ralph
Edge!, A Brief History of Banking in New Mexico, 1870-1959 [Bureau of Business Research
Series, no. 39] (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico, 1962), 1-26; History of New
Mexico: Its Resources and Its People (2 vols., Los Angeles: Pacific States Publishing Co.,
1907), 1: 412-35. Material on Lord and Williams is located in Larry Schweikart, A History
of Banking in Arizona (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1982), 9, 36, 119; and Larry
Schweikart, '''You Count It': The Birth of Banking in Arizona," Journal of Arizona History,
22 (Autumn 1981), 349-68. The presence of Lord and Williams, a banking house in all
but the official name, refutes the contention that the First National Bank of Santa Fe was
the "oldest bank in the entire Southwestern United States," Wayne L. Mauzy, A Century
in Santa Fe: The Story of the First National Bank of Santa Fe (Santa Fe: Vergara Printing Co.,
1970), 10.
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directors had "present[ed] ... real estate or landed property" or when
they had deposited with the auditor either its own stock or United
States 6 percent bonds, the governor would issue a charter. Thus, even
though the law provided for the creation of a specific bank, it contained
general principles of property banking (which said that property constituted sufficient capital assets with which to back note issues), and
of free banking (whereby bonds deposited with a government agency
were sufficient to back note issues) that would have established precedent for future banks. Had national legislation not intervened, New
Mexico's legislature in all likelihood would have moved toward freebanking laws. In this respect, New Mexico appears to have been in
the group of states tending toward progressive banking regulation. 3
Before the Bank of New Mexico could be organized, however, the
U.S. Congress enacted several banking and currency laws, including
the National Bank Act and the National Currency Act, which destroyed
the antebellum system of banks of issue. After passage of these acts,
any bank that issued its own notes would find them taxed at a 10
percent rate. As a result, the American monetary system was nationalized overnight. In many ways, so was the banking system: Congress
had to approve new charters in the territories before they could be
granted but ignored the petition for the Bank of New Mexico's charter.
The New Mexico institution was never born. 4
On September 3, 1870, however, Lucien Maxwell, John Watts,
Charles Holly, Peter Maxwell, and Henry Hooper executed the articles
of incorporation for the First National Bank. None of the officersMaxwell as president, Watts as vice-president, and Hooper as cashierreceived any pay, and the stockholders did not meet again until eight
3. Ralph Emerson Twitchell, Leading Facts of New Mexican History (5 vols., Cedar
Rapids, Iowa: The Torch Press, 1917), 5: 259; Edge!. Brief History, 4-5. For common
complaints about money shortages in the antebellum South, see Larry Schweikart, Banking in the American South from the Age of Jackson to Reconstruction (Baton Rouge: Louisiana
State University Press, 1987). The' use of pelts as money is discussed in Lewis E. Davids,
'''Fur' Money and Banking in the West." Journal of the West, 23 (April 1984), 7-10. A
review of free-banking laws appears in Hugh Rockoff, The Free Banking Era: A Re-examination (New York: Arno Press, 1975), and a revisionist approach is found in Arthur
Rolnick and Warren Weber, "Inherent Instability in Banking: The Free Banking Experience," CATO Journal, 5 (Winter 1986), 877-90, and in Lawrence White, "Regulatory
Sources of Instability in Banking," CATO Journal, 5 (Winter 1986), 891-97. Neither the
concept of a mortgage bank nor that of free banking was new, as is suggested in Paul
A. F. Walter, Banking in New Mexico Before the Railroad Came! (New York: Newcomen
Society, 1955), 9.
4. Sidney Ratner, James H. Soltow, and Richard Sylla, The Evolution of the American
Economy: Growth~ Welfare and Decision Making (New York: Basic Books, 1979), 344-51.
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An original stock certificate of the First National Bank of Santa Fe, issued in 1870, included the
likeness of Lucien B. Maxwell, the bank's founder. Photo courtesy of Banquest/First National Bank
of Santa Fe.
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months later to sell control of the bank to Thomas Catron and Stephen
Elkins, the bank's legal counsel. Both Elkins and Catron were associated
with the Maxwell Land Grant, with Elkins acting as president of the
Maxwell Land Grant and Railway Company. (He mortgaged the deed
to this company for $3.5 million.) Immediately the bank's officers sought
to have the bank designated the U.S. depository. By February 1871 the
first currency had arrived, escorted by twenty-five soldiers, and in April
the bank, after considering opening an office in El Palacio, rented a
storeroom in the Don Fernando Delgado Building in Santa Fe. On April
18, 1871, it opened for business. s
During the initial weeks of operations Elkins and Catron, who
were not on the original board of directors, feigned the creation of a
competitor-their own national bank. For the first time since organization, the stockholders of First National called for a meeting, but no
quorum could be effected until May 10, and only on May 17 did Maxwell
act, surrendering control of the bank to Elkins, Catron, and their "Santa
Fe gang." Elkins emerged with the majority of the shares; both he and
Catron were on the new board, and Elkins was the new president. The
bank's June statement showed deposits of more than $22,000 and loans
of over $33,000. 6
This history is fairly well known, repeated by several historians.
However, the period after First National's reorganization has not been
as clear. A competitor, the Second National Bank of New Mexico, was
being organized in April 1872, also in Santa Fe, when the First National
group learned of it. Elkins and his associates, probably due to First
National's difficulty in attracting deposits, became alarmed. To Northrup and Chick, the bank's New York brokers, Elkins reported, "Some
jews of this place together with one of the Speigelbergs of New York
are attempting ... to establish a 29 Nat. Bank her"e. Of course it is to
our interest to defeat their project if possible." Elkins contacted the
Comptroller of the Currency, who oversaw the chartering of all national
banks, suggesting that creation of a second bank in Santa Fe would
"render the success of both quite doubtful." However, Elkins did not
count on his own abilities alone, requesting his New York friends to
"take immediate steps in our behalf." After Second National opened,
Elkins, partly out of pride and partly out of concern, in September
wrote to a customer of the bank's "desire to accommodate and retain
all our present patronage if possible; and although the new bank has
5. Walter, "New Mexico's Pioneer Bank," 216-17, 219-21.
6. Ibid., 221-22.
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been in operation some time we have not yet lost a single account or a
dollar of deposits. "7
The Second National Bank, chartered on July 17, 1872, capitalized
at $150,000, and, run by the Speigelberg brothers (Solomon, Levi, Willi,
and Lehman), had New York connections to Levi's banking house
there. The brothers had operated a successful mercantile operation in
Santa Fe for twenty years before they applied for their bank charter.
Among the allies they enlisted, Jose Felipe Chavez, a merchant trader,
Democrat, and owner of the first steam-driven flour mill in New Mexico, was soon named as a director. Willi Speigelberg informed him of
his reappointment to the board in 1879, because of "your great wealth
and great financial abilities as well as your universally known reputation." The bank obviously had local support. Of the stockholders
listed in 1880, thirteen of twenty-three were from New Mexico, and
seven of those were from Santa Fe.
Still, as of 1872, and despite Elkins' concern, the new bank had
its troubles. In August, Lehman Speigelberg, the president of Second
National, requested that the Comptroller of the Currency ship its current installment of currency to a New York bank to the order of Willi
Speigelberg (cashier of Second National) to avoid the charges of the
stagecoach companies, which Speigelberg characterized as "extravagant outlay" and "more than a young Bank ... could stand."The bank
requested, a week later, that Levi Speigelberg, through his banking
house in New York, furnish "a list of banking houses through which
we may correspond," relying on the New Yorker to select banks in
Chicago, St. Louis, Kansas City, and Cincinnati. Levi Speigelberg responded, offering banking advice and asking about the chances of
Lehman's bank. The Santa Fe banker assured the New Yorker that "our
chances of getting plenty of business are good," citing a number of
friends and customers who "do not desire to do business elsewhere if
they can possibly help it." He reported that private parties had begun
discount business, and that the bank planned to get "a great deal of
this ... in time." Predicting $50,000 in deposits by the end of the year,
Lehman noted, "Diamond hunters and Strangers of every description
are coming in every day, and the Banking business ought to be good
at once." Indeed, business did improve, and Second National became
a viable competitor. 8
7. Stephen Elkins to Northrup and Chick, April 29, 1872, letterbook 3, First National
Bank of Santa Fe Collection, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico; Elkins to
Northrup and Chick, September 14, 1872, letterbook 3, First National Bank Collection.
8. Lehman Speigelberg to Comptroller of the Currency, August 23, 1872, and Leh-
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Just over a month earlier, the stockholders of First National had
held a meeting, with Thomas Catron present for the first time, and
declared a 4 percent dividend. Six months later, 7 percent dividends
were paid. At Second National in October 1872 the bank reported
business "steadily increasing" with the "promise of being one hundred
times [better] than we expected." Santa Fe apparently had enough
business for two banks, and by November Willi Speigelberg admitted
to Levi that First National was "a live competitor." He added, "We
have to gain on them step by step-must not allow them an advantage."9
For both banks, a major boon to business graced them when the
Kansas Pacific Railroad in 1871 reached Kit Carson, Colorado, thus
moving Santa Fe some twenty-seven days closer to a railhead. Local
wool business boomed. Loans to sheepmen formed a staple of the
banks' business, and the prospect of the railroad opening New Mexico
markets made each bank optimistic.
Still, banking had problems, not the least of which was a chronic
shortage of change and, at times, silver. Unlike states that boomed
because of mining, such as Colorado and Arizona, New Mexico could
not rely on payment in kind during silver,shortages. If worse came to
worst, at least Colorado bankers could weigh and verify the value of
gold dust and have it serve as a medium of transfer. Throughout the
fall of 1872, a lack of silver plagued First National, and in December
the cashier urged shippers to "hurry up silver fast as possible." But
Second National avoided this shortage becquse it had opened only
recently and still had large reserves, and because a customer who was
expected to place a big draw on the bank's silver left town. By early
November Willi Speigelberg advised Levi that "our gold business [is]
not likely to be very large" and requested that the gold balances be
transferred to the currency account. 10
man Speigelberg to Levi Speigelberg, August 31, 1872, and September 14, 1872, Speigelberg letterbook, Second National Bank of New Mexico Collection, Museum of New
Mexico, Santa Fe, New Mexico. This material was copied by William Parish, Parish
notebook 2, William Parish Papers, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico. Willi
Speigelberg to Felipe Chavez, January 20, 1879, Chavez Collection, Zimmerman Library,
University of New Mexico. Also see stockholder list, January 1, 1880, in Chavez Collection.
9. Mauzy, Century (n Santa Fe, 13-14; Willi Speigelberg to Levi Speigelberg, October
17 and November 3, 1872, Speigelberg letterbook, Second National Bank Collection.
10. Willi Speigelberg to Levi Speigelberg, November 6, 1872, December 7, 1872,
letterbook 6, First National Bank Collection; Willi Speigelberg to Schutz!?], November
2, 1872, Willi Speigelberg to Levi Speigelberg, November 2, 1872, and Willi Speigelberg
to J. W. Seligman, November 4, 1872, Second National Bank Collection. No work (of
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New Mexico bankers had few concerns with the use of gold dust,
which constantly beset Colorado (especially Denver) and Arizona bankers. In those states, scales to weigh gold dust were a common feature,
and often bankers sported long, shaggy beards and long hair, both of
which conveniently captured specks of dust stirred up in the weighing
process. At the end of the day, a good combing could net the banker
a few dollars' worth of gold dust. Sweeping up the bank also proved
pleasant and profitable. But New Mexico Territory's financiers did share
many banking practices common throughout the West. Use of a signature book, for example, provided the only effective check on identification. The signature on a note was compared with that in the book.
If the two did not match, the banker refused the endorsed note. Likewise, all deposits and credits, in addition to being entered in the daily
bank journal, were recorded in response to the depositor or creditor,
usually on onionskin paper in the bank's letterpress book, which assured a copy for the bank's files. It is not clear, however, that New
Mexico bankers made widespread use of telegraph codes (a means of
informing other bankers of transactions en route), as did Arizona bankers. ll
Bankers in the land of enchantment also resembled their neighbors
in placing a great deal of emphasis on the appearances of their interior
and exterior facilities. The report on the Albuquerque National Bank
hardly differed from similar news items about Colorado or Arizona
banks: The local paper mentioned the "handsomely paved" floor, the
fixtures, and, of course, the vault ("not a stronger vault in the United
States"). Christopher Nelson, in a perceptive essay, has discussed the
psychology behind bank architecture, noting that in the nineteenth
century, large columns and dignified-looking buildings were the rule.
New Mexico's financial institutions adhered to this pattern whenever
possible.1 2 When it came to lending, Second National carefully kept

which I am aware) has compared the volume or velocity of coin circulating in mining
areas with that of nonmining areas.
11. Because of cost or secrecy or both, fewer words were used when telegraphing
information about transactions, which led to a "shorthand" code. See First National Bank
Collection, for a sample of bankers' materials. On Colorado banking, see Thomas Noel,
Colorado's Oldest Bank: Colorado National Bank, 1862-1987 (Denver: Colorado National Bank
and the University of Colorado at Denver, Colorado Studies Center, 1987). For telegraph
codes, see Schweikart, "'You Count It,''' 355-56.
12. See newspaper report from Albuquerque Morning Democrat, June 26, 1890, box 1,
folder 72, "Business Misc.," Chavez Collection; Christopher Nelson, "Bank Architecture
in the West," Journal of the West, 23 (April 1984), 77-87; Schweikart, Banking in Arizona,
21-36. Compare this report with that of an antebellum Arkansas bank in Arkansas Gazette,
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Proprietors and young passers-by posed outside the Meredith & Ailman Bank
in Silver City, New Mexico, for this photograph, circa 1882. Courtesy Museum
of New Mexico.

Wood, marble, and high ceilings were the order of the day for the {nterior of
the First National Bank of Santa Fe, shown here in a 1913 photograph. Courtesy
Museum of New Mexico.
.
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loans to a maximum of four months. Unlike banks in Arizona and
Colorado, Second National found it more profitable to lend in New
York, "in preference to securities offered here." As with their competitors, good customers also were permitted to overdraw accounts for a
few days.13
Neither the First or Second National Bank expected the panic of
1873. Elkins first noted it in September, when he gave the panic as a
reason for curtailing First National's lending. Afew days later he offered
the view that New Mexico saw the panic as temporary and that the
state would not be affected. When depressed conditions lasted until
November, Elkins assured the stockholders that they would receive
every accommodation, although the bank expected to be short of funds.
Tough times persisted well into the next year, and it remained "next
to impossible to make collections." By November 1874, however, the
bank had only two debts as remnants of the panic. At Second National,
less concern was evident, despite that bank's New York connection.
The prominent businessman, Felipe Chavez of Belen, commented in
January 1874 that Second National's business was much better than
expected. However, the cashiers admitted that money was scarce and
that high interest rates, 1.5 percent to 2 percent per month, could be
expected to continue until April. But more than financial troubles, a
suspension of mail in early January contributed to a "general dullness"
in business. 14
Lending policies brought out the best and the worst in bankers.
First National took as security such unique collateral as a bale of burlap,
and the bank so influenced the market with its occasionally generous
terms that when Lehman Speigelberg urged Second National to levy
extra charges on collections, Willi Speigelberg rejected the idea, arguing
that the Speigelbergs were obliged to give at least the same, if not
superior, inducements to customers as the competition. First National
also accepted joint notes, "to give the surety every opportunity to save
himself from loss.... We have never had a suit and do not want one."
However, First National refused a loan to the Seligman brothers, who
June 19, 1839, and October 30, 1839; and in Schweikart, Banking in the American South,
236.
13. Cashier's letters, November 30, 1872, December 2, 1872, Speigelberg letterbook,
Second National Bank Collection; cashier's letter August 30, 1873, letterbook 7, First
National Bank Collection.
14. Cashier's letters, September 23 and 26, 1873, November 17, 1873, letterbook 7,
June 2, 1874, letterbook 8, November 17, 1874, letterbook 9, First National Bank Collection.
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then withdrew their account. Elkins could "not recommend them as
straight-forward, fair & upright dealers."!5
It is clear from the records that both banks directed their correspondent relationships toward St. Louis, Chicago, and New York, not
westward to San Francisco. Business exchanges with Colorado banks,
even those in Denver, remained light throughout the 1870s. Occasionally, a difference in operations arose, usually resulting in what the First
National cashier saw as an unfair charge, as when the First Pueblo
Bank of Pueblo began charging interest arbitrarily on notes due. But
these exchanges were the exception not the rule. If correspondence
with Colorado banks was infrequent, virtually no business connections
existed with the banks in Tucson or other places in Arizona. !6
Having a national charter prior to 1876 did not guarantee that a
bank would act as the depository of public funds, which later would
prove an important and solid source of deposit funds for many banks.
First National recognized the potential of carrying the U.S. depository
status and in May 1876, the officers of the bank planned to obtain the
deposits after a pending bill passed that would do away with the U.S.
depositories and substitute national banks to handle their functions.
First National's cashier noted that the local depository had averaged
$300,000 in deposits. This represented a lucrative account, given that
First National's deposits in 1892, including government deposits, totaled only $562,000. Still, obtaining this account presented some difficulties. The major hurdle involved making the deposit minimum of
$150,000 in government bonds necessary to meet government requirements. These bonds could not be deposited in installments; rather, the
bank had to show $150,000 worth of government bonds in its portfolio
when it applied for depository status. Acquiring such a large amount
of bonds would have required the bank to call in all of its loans, which
represented an unacceptable alternative. Consequently, the directors
examined the possibility of lending the bank money, and by September
the bank had purchased the necessary bonds. A month later, after
receiving the depository designation, the cashier reported that "public
deposits considerably exceed what we expected to receive."!7
15. Cashier's letters, June 28, 1875, August 11 and 27, 1875, letterbook 10, First
National Bank Collection; Willi Speigelberg to Lehman Speigelberg, November 18, 1872,
Speigelberg letterbook, Second National Bank.
16. First National Bank to First Pueblo Bank, November 3, 14, and 22, 1876, letterbook 13, First National Bank Collection. For an exception, see Stephen Elkins to Lord
and Williams, February 14, 1876, letterbook 11, First National Bank Collection.
17. Cashier's letters, May 26, 1876, June 29, 1876, letterbook 12, September 25,1875,
November 6, 1875, letterbook 13, First National Bank Collection.
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At roughly the same time as First National received its depository
status, a third bank entered operations in New Mexico. Jefferson, Joshua,
and Frederick Raynolds established a private bank in Las Vegas in 1876.
In 1879, they received a charter for the First National Bank of Las Vegas,
capitalized at $50,000. Jefferson Raynolds had worked his way up from
being a clerk at the First National Bank of Canton, Ohio, to bookkeeping
at the Colorado National Bank in Pueblo, Colorado. Raynolds was, indeed, a banker at heart, participating in the founding of four other banks,
including the Central Bank of Albuquerque (1878), and he assisted in the
organization of the First National Bank of Colorado, eventually becoming cashier. Three years after he and his brothers founded the First National Bank of Las Vegas, Jefferson and Joshua established the First
National Bank of EI Paso. Eventually the Albuquerque bank owned by
Raynolds and his brothers merged with the First National Bank of Albuquerque in 1881. In addition to the efforts of Raynolds, banking in this
period boomed because the Kansas Pacific Railroad reached Las Vegas
that year. Still another bank, organized by Frank Chapman, opened in
Las Vegas in June 1876 but floundered. Chapman was shot, and the bank
never got off the ground, triggering a wave of speculation that his
shooting caused the bank's difficulties. Only later was it shown that a
lack of capital prevented the bank's opening. Another institution, the
San Miguel National Bank, also opened that year. 1R
As Ralph Edgel has shown, extending the railroad lines brought
a demand for banks in the towns along the railroad. From 1880 to 1884,
eleven of the twelve banks to open business were located in railroad
towns. Even the established banks, such as First National, looked to
the railroad to "lay the foundation of many new businesses in Santa
Fe, and New Mexico" with the bank's help. Not all bankers were as
optimistic about enhanced economic conditions related to the railroad
as those at First National. Daniel Geary, cashier of the First National
Bank of Albuquerque, wrote to bank director Felipe Chavez that he
gave railroad stocks little attention. But Geary doubted whether the
Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad, "running through a country
so sparsely populated," could pay dividends for very long. He suspected that the St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad would be completed within two years. Although Geary advised that Chavez unload
his railroad stock, he warned that "the price of stocks are [sic] controlled

18. Edge\, Brief History, 6-7; History of New Mexico, 1: 412-16; Las Vegas Gazette, June
17, 1876, September 23, 1876.
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... by circumstances, cliques, combinations with other roads, condition of the money markets of the world, and the designs and wishes
of railroad managers."19
Along with the imminent competition, the sparse populations in
the towns where new banks appeared could hardly support a number
of unit banks prompting one observer to note that "little industry
existed or could be encouraged that would provide a demand for sound
bank loans." But where this may have been true in the smaller areas,
Santa Fe had plenty of business. First National seemed constantly beset
by a full discount and lending line. Loans remained at the maximum
through late 1878. However, having a full discount line often was
accompanied by overdue paper, a trait that prompted an inquiry from
the Comptroller of the Currency. In reply, First National's cashier aptly
described the vicissitudes of the New Mexico economy: "Banking in
New Mexico is surrounded by many ... trails by which banks in the
east are free [especially having as customers sheep growers] who though
perfectly good and solvent and always pay in the end are invariably in
the spring of the year hundreds of miles away with their herds."20
Nevertheless, First National had lending problems even without
disruptions in the economy. Its board of directors' minutes and cashier's letterbooks, especially after Rufus J. Palen assumed his duties as
assistant cashier in late 1878, reveal a concern about lending to directors. In August 1877 the board resolved to make no loans without the assent of at least three directors unless only two were available in Santa Fe.
Almost exactly one year later the board again found itself discussing
lending policy, resolving to make noloans without "good collateral, or
upon not less than one good security." Within a few months the board'
heard an explanation by the cashier, William Griffen, as to a deficit on the
books of almost $4,200, most of the amount derived from notes of Bond,
Bloom, and Loeb. Even earlier, Palen, also a director, seemed determined to tighten lending. In December he refused a voucher for cattle as
collateral, and he warned one security that the bank held nearly $28,000
in bills receivable, "which we consider worthless asidefrom your name."21
Palen's activities between 1870 and 1900 provide an interesting
case study of a "banker"-that is, the person who actually runs the
19. Daniel Geary to Felipe Chavez, October 20, 1882, box 1, file 36, Chavez Collection; cashier's letter, June 15, 1878, letterbook 19, First National Bank Collection.
20. Edge), Brief History, 7; cashier's letters, June 4, 1877, letterbook 14, June 5, 1878,
letterbook 18, First National Bank Collection.
21. "Minutes of the Meetings of the Board of Directors," August 8, 1877, August 1,
1878, February 15,1879, all in Parish notebook 2, Parish Papers; cashier's letter, December
4, 1878, letterbook 20, First National Bank Collection.
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Customers of the First National Bank at the corner of Second and Gold in Albuquerque could leave
their bicycles and horse-drawn buggies in the street while they did business at the bank in 1905.
Courtesy Museum of New Mexico.
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bank, not necessarily the owner-and his tenure with the bank is worth
examining. A friend of Elkins, Palen had worked as an agent for Mutual
Life Insurance Company on a 20 percent commission. Palen came into
employment with an annual salary of $1,800, and he retained this
position for several years after joining the bank, even though he was
willing to dispose of the local agency to anyone by 1882. His mother
owned stock in the bank, and he requested that she transfer stock into
his name, also giving him enough to become a director. On June 11,
1883, he became cashier. 22
Although the bank endured tough times from 1883 to 1894, during
which time Palen ran the bank, he nevertheless displayed impressive
business instincts. His primary goal was to end bank loans to directors,
which led him into direct confrontations with Thomas Catron, one of
the bank's largest borrowers. In 1879 Palen warned that Catron had
outstanding loans (or was a security on loans) of $30,000. Moreover,
Catron had borrowed $25,000 several months earlier from Nunna Raymond, in an attempt to shift his debts. By October 1883, Palen, again
alarmed at Catron's borrowing, mentioned to Elkins that Catron's debts
totaled $150,000. Disgusted, Palen noted that despite Catron's success
in obtaining the $25,000 loan from Raymond, the cashier had "no confidence in [Catron] morally, financially, or otherwise." To a potential
lender inquiring about Catron's commercial standing in 1884, Palen
pointed out both Catron's "large landed interests and ... a large amount
of indebtedness."23
Outstanding loans in such large amounts to debtors who had to
borrow elsewhere to meet their obligations contributed to the decline
in the bank's business after 1883. Palen noted that deposits had fallen
$100,000 by 1884, and his bank stood to lose the national depository
business in 1887. He was unconcerned, arguing that, given the 4 percent premium the bank would have to pay to keep it, better profits
could be made by investing. Still, business continued to slump. Elkins,
Palen's ally, resigned as bank president in 1884. William Griffin succeeded him until his death in 1890, when Pedro Perea took over. Perea
resigned in 1894, and Palen was able to force a reorganization of the
board with new directors "not at all indebted to the bank." Catron, of
22. Material on Palen is found in the R. J. Palen letterbook, cited in Parish notebook
2, cashier's letters, April 17, 1879, April 26, 1882, October 11 and 17, 1883, Parish Papers;
Stephen Elkins to R. J. Palen, August 8, 1878, letterbook 19, First National Bank Collection. Also see cashier's letters of November 20, 1878, and December 4, 1878, letterbook
20, First National Bank Collection.
23. Cashier's letters of November 11, 1879, October 11 and 17, 1883, November 24,
1884, Palen letterbook, Parish notebook 2, Parish Papers.
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course, opposed this reorganization. Despite Palen's wishes and expectations to the contrary, Catron remained vice-president. 24
In addition to the problems of director loans-not common at
Second National-a host of other operational difficulties arose. The
shortage of currency, especially silver, continued into the 1880s. First
National also instituted new policies for packing and shipping gold,
apparently because some shipments came in short. First National had
trouble obtaining bookkeepers, and examinations frequently turned up
items that concerned the Comptroller of the Currency. 25
A host of new banks opened between 1879 and 1900 in New Mexico, with records showing at least forty-six commencing business. Many
of these failed quickly. Of the five banks organized in Silver City between 1880 and 1899, three failed before 1894. In Socorro, six of seven
banks closed before 1900. Even First National faced some difficulties
in the 1890s, missing payment of a dividend in 1894. Frank Bond, the
prominent sheepherder from north of Santa Fe, recalled that during
the Panic of 1893, "banks would not loan a dollar. ... Most of the
merchants had to remit currency for their groceries which they bought
in Colorado, as the wholesale grocery dealers were afraid the banks
would break before the checks would be paid."26
Second National closed before the Panic of 1893, liquidating its
operations on July 17, 1892, without requesting recharter. By that time
only Willi Speigelberg remained in New Mexico. The remainder of the
Speigelberg family had moved to New York to join other family members and their business there. The bank generally had a peaceful, voluntary liquidation, although Felipe Chavez, writing to the Comptroller
of the Currency, thought the institution was "rather slow in making
settlement" with the outside stockholders. Others shared Chavez's feelings, but the vice-president, Eugene Fiske, thought the settlement had
been both fair and prompt. 27
24. Cashier's letters of April 4, 1884, February 22, 1887, December 31, 1888, June
12, 1894, Parish notebook 2, Parish Papers; Mauzy, A Century in Santa Fe, 17.
'25. Cashier's letters, June 6,1877, letterbook 14, June 6 and 29, 1877, letterbook 15,
June 28, 1878, letterbook 19, October 30, 1878, November 19, 1878, letterbook 20, October
3, 1879, letterbook 25, October 20, 1879, letterbook 26, First National Bank Collection.
Despite the scarcity of silver, it was selling at only eighty to eighty-five cents per ounce.
26. Edgel, Brief History, 7; Mauzy, Century in Santa Fe, 17; Frank Grubbs, "Frank
Bond, Gentleman Sheepherder of Northern New Mexico, 1883-1915" (master's thesis,
University of New Mexico, 1958), 18; Frank Bond, "Memoirs of Forty Years in New
Mexico," paper read before the Ten Dons, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
27. Lehman Speigelberg to the Comptroller of the Currency, May 24, 1894, Felipe
Chavez to the Comptroller of the Currency, September 3, 1895, A. J. Preston to Comptroller of the Currency, May 23, 1898, Eugene Fiske to the Comptroller of the Currency,
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While Second National joined nineteen other banks that closed
before 1900, its end was not the result of economic conditions. In fact,
of the nineteen other banks that closed before 1900, nine were in Silver
City or Socorro, whose populations were too small to support them.
Only in Albuquerque, with its 28,000 population, should the commercial support of a bank have been better. Even in the next twenty
years, Albuquerque banks displayed a casualty rate of almost 50 percent. One of these, Albuquerque National Bank, which had opened in
1884 and reorganized in 1887, closed in 1893 while paying its depositors
in full. Stephen Folsom, the president, had made false entries for two
years until he was discovered and indicted. He received a five-year
prison sentence for his activities, although President William McKinley
finally pardoned him. No doubt other "failed" banks had similar extenuating circumstances, but many flopped because, like the Commercial Bank of Deming, run by C. H. Dane, they overextended to
unprofitable enterprises. Dane eventually was indicted for his part in
the collapse of the First National Bank of Silver City.
It is also interesting to note that fully half of the banks in existence
in 1902 had national charters, meaning they received government deposits. In all likelihood, some of these banks would have faced tough
going without the government funds. Still, it should be remembered
that frontier banks were scarcely more than semiregulated small businesses in the nineteenth century, and a failure rate of roughly 40 percent made them relatively more successful than other enterprises. 28
After 1900, New Mexico entered a period of expansion, made
possible by the railroads, which enhanced agriculture by making markets more accessible. Over the next ten years the number of farms
tripled, and "improved" farmland increased by 350 percent. The population grew by almost 70 percent, and employment in manufacturing
leaped almost proportionately. Between 1900 and 1911, seventy-six new
banks began operations. In many cases, the newcomers represented
competitors entering a market where one bank already existed. Most
were founded in agricultural communities with small populations, and
almost all of them closed within twelve years. A variety of trust companies, savings banks, and other financial institutions also dotted the
landscape. 29

January 17, 1905, all in Second National Bank of New Mexico, Records of the Comptroller
of the Currency, National Archives, Washington, D.C.
28. Edgel, Brief History, 7-8; History of New Mexico, 1: 420.
29. Edgel, Brief History, 8; History of New Mexico, 1: 420-35.
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One of the original bills, dated January 16, 1871, with which the First National
Bank of Santa Fe opened its doors. Courtesy Banquest/First National Bank of
Santa Fe.

Despite the boom, New Mexico's economy and its banks fell prey
to exogenous shocks. Another panic struck in 1907-one that forced
banks in neighboring Arizona to resort to an emergency clearinghouse
system or face insolvency. New Mexico banks also found themselves
in trouble. Frank Bond recalled that "the Roosevelt panic," as he called
it, placed him in tight straits. Cattle feeders, who used Bond's lots and
facilities and who had borrowed from small local banks, gave Bond
their checks "(good before the panic) [and] quite a number were turned
down." Bond could only "appeal to our banks for help.... The Major
[R. J. Palen] surely proved a loyal friend ... during this cataclysm.... "
When Bond received word that one of the drafts given to him had
been turned down, he immediately took the train from Espanola to
Santa Fe to see Palen, who told Bond he would "see us through, but
to not use the bank for any more than we had to." The sheepman
rebounded that year with a profit of $100,000. 30
Bond's relationship with Palen and First National had developed
well before the panic and continued well after it. When Bond started
a lumber business in 1903 with C. L. Pollard and Truchas Lumber
Company, Palen advanced $5,000. Bond himself then underwrote the
company for almost $30,000 more over the ensuing months. He relied
on Palen to watch Pollard's activities, but Bond continued to press
Palen to extend notes. Because of the banker's efforts on Bond's behalf,
and because Bond liked to conceal his holdings, he gave Palen a share
30. Grubbs, "Frank Bond," 36.
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of company stock and named him vice-president. As late as 1930, Bond
still approached the bank with innovative financing plans, such as one
that took advantage of economies of scale by offering Bond's feedlots
to others, using the bank to clear the checks. 3l
Given the scope of Bond's activities, it is surprising that he did
not expand into banking. As a private banker of sorts, he considered
moving to chartered banking through a company with his brother, G.
W. Bond & Bro. George Bond thought it worthwhile to acquire stock
in a bank but worried about what examiners might say about loans to
stockholders. Besides, he reasoned, banks paid less return than his
mercantile operations. 32
Even without Bond, eighty-six banks operated in fifty towns by
1912, with more than half located in towns having populations of one
thousand or more. They had resources of $26.2 million, with average
resources of $300,000, although minimum capital requirements at the
time were only $15,000 for state banks and $25,000 for national banks.
A decline in agricultural prices in 1911 triggered a series of bank failures
that saw eleven failures by 1914 and seven voluntary closings. At the
same time, however, fifteen new banks opened, many in towns with
existing banks, generating more competition. 33
First National Bank in Santa Fe remained at the forefront of New
Mexico's banks during this period. Under Palen's leadership the bank
had sought new types of investment in railroad bonds and the notes
of national manufacturers. Among the companies in which First National invested were Hood Rubber Company, Yale & Towne Mfg., Pittsburgh Steel Co., United States Steel, Allis Chalmers Co., Westinghouse
Electric, Swift and Company, and Western Electric. During this period
First National also joined the Federal Reserve System, organized in
1914. 34
More than ever, First National was immersed in its daily operations
under Palen. He was candid, even blunt. Once he advised a client
against holding New Mexico oonds, citing his impression "from over
twenty years residence here that the Community is not one to persist
31. Cashier's letters, March 8, 9, 12, and 15, 1903, December 3, 1903, February 13,
1904, June 8,1904, and August 15,1904, Frank Bond letterbook 6, Frank Bond Collection,
Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico, all cited in Grubbs, "Frank Bond," 16164; Frank Bond to L. A. Hughes and Arthur Seligman, September 27, 1930, box 113,
First National Bank Collection.
32. Frank Bond letterbook 57, February 9, 1915, Frank Bond Collection, cited in
Grubbs, "Frank Bond," 236.
33. Edge!, Brief History, 10.
34. Mauzy, Century in Santa Fe, 19-20.
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in promptly meeting its obligations." He also found the state "lavish
in taxation for public institutions." It is unlikely that he became rich
with his president's salary. At the Capital City Bank as late as 1922 the
president's salary was only $3,200. Indeed, Palen deliberately weeded
out those, such as Catron, who tried to use the bank for obvious
personal gain. If Palen profited greatly through his position, he at least
did it discreetly.3s
Palen's long service at the bank began to show in his temperament.
Although commodities were still accepted as security (one borrower
secured a $5,000 note with seventy-five steers, fifty-six two-year heifers,
three cows, two bulls, etc.), Palen found collecting more difficult than
ever. One customer, Reginald Cobbett, refused to pay the note of L.
W. Sowards, which Cobbett deposited. Palen admonished Cobbett that
"the merre fact that Sowards failed in any contract he had with you
cuts no figure in your liability to pay it." The president also threatened
suit, a course that the bank had avoided earlier in its history. To another
customer, Palen pointed out that the signature on a note and another
on a mortgage, supposedly by the same customer, did not conform.
The bank, he instructed, could not accept "altogether a too loose system
of doing business." Palen even drifted into personal attacks and rudeness. He wrote to M. W. Mills that it was "somewhat difficult, and not
a little annoying, to deal with parties who are so uncertain and variable." Mills calculated that his note would be due September I, to which
Palen retorted, "You dont [sic] know how to calculate." After showing
that the note would be due on a different date, Palen took a written
slap at Mills by taking "the opportunity to put you through the first
kindergarden [sic] financial course." Toward yet another customer, Palen
became even more personal: "I have reliable reports that you are drinking rather heavily and that it has gotten you into some domestic difficulties." Still, Palen never lost sight of making his existing customers
happy and attracting new ones. When the note of the Rio Grande Live
Stock Company fell due, the bank extended it, and Palen noted, "Inasmuch as your company is a large borrower from this bank-now to
the amount of $9500 ... it would not be at all out of harmony with
the everlasting fitness of things if you kept your bank account with
us.... You know a bank is under greater obligations to its regular
customers than to an outsider ... and when tight times come it is the
outsider who is first called on to pay." Palen stepped down in 1916,
35. Cashier's letters, May 6, 1895, R. J. Palen letterbook, January 3, 1922, Capital
City Bank directors' minutebook, both in First National Bank Collection.
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replaced by Levi A. Hughes, a marketing and livestock management
expert. His retirement was fitting, as banking in the state had entered
another era. 36
New competition entered the market in 1910, with the Capital City
Bank and Santa Fe Bank both established that year. The former institution ran into trouble at the outset, and by 1918 the directors admitted
that "new business must have much attention." Nevertheless, by December 1918 the bank declared a 6 percent dividend, and for the first
six months of 1919 it reported net earnings of $4,000. A distressing
trend had developed, though. Repeatedly, examiners expressed concern about excess loans and overdrafts, but gross profits for 1921 were
$21,207 (net, $5,581). For the following year gross profits increased by
only $800. The national agricultural depression hit New Mexico, and
undiversified banks were vulnerable. In December 1922 the directors,
responding to a November examination, considered the examiner's
suggestion that in "view of certain losses and others which might be
sustained ... an assessment be considered [of 40-50 percent] to be
placed in a stockholders account." Two weeks later, the board conceded. 37
Or had it? By April 1923 the assessment was postponed, and the
board generally ignored its problems. The bank's weakness, however,
was clear enough. On May 28, 1923, the bank officially closed. Conditions were confronted frankly, with the board finding it advisable to
effect a consolidation with the Santa Fe Bank if possible. Discussions
with the Santa Fe Bank followed, and the Capital City officers submitted
a: plan. Santa Fe Bank apparently disliked what it saw, for on June 2 a
special meeting of the directors was called to avoid liquidation. R. L.
Ormsbee, the cashier, received a letter two days later that referred "to
the possibility of outside interests coming in on a reorganization of the
business of Capitol [sic] City." It was too late. The bank had,passed
into receivership by the end of the year. In fall 1924, the Farmers State
Bank of Moriarity closed. First National Bank engaged in extensive
purchases of mortgages and notes of the failed bank. These were only
36. R.J. Palen to J. W. Ford, August 28, 1914, R. J. Palen to H. S. Arnold, May 27,
1914, R. J. Palen to Hadlock & Brown, April 29, 1914, R. J. Palen to M. W. Mills, July 3,
1914, R. J. Palen to T. J. Sawyer, June 3, 1914, R. J. Palen to A. L. Thomas, April 28,
1914, and R. J. Palen to Oscar Snow, May 6, 1914, transfer files, general correspondence,
First National Bank Collection.
37. Entries of March [l ?), 1918, December 31, 1918, June 30, 1919, June 30, 1921,
June 30,1922, December 26,1922, Capital City Bank directors' minutebook, First National
Bank Collection.
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two of fifty-four New Mexico banks that failed between 1920 and 1926,
and twenty-five others either closed voluntarily or merged. 38
Despite being able to make acquisitions or mortgage purchases
such as with the Farmers State Bank, the leaders of the First National
Bank realized that their institution prospered in the midst of hardship.
In the annual message to the stockholders in 1923, the president noted
that "banking and financial conditions in New Mexico during the past
year have been exceedingly and unusually bad." First National itself
experienced "heavy losses in the livestock industry during 1921 and
1922." Individuals continued to request information on New Mexico's
economic potential in the depths of the depression, but the bank could
not be optimistic. 39
The"deluge" of failed banks followed a period of sharp expansion
in New Mexico's economy and in agricultural prices in particular. Beef
cattle prices in New Mexico rose by $3.50 per hundredweight and lamb
prices rose almost $10 per hundredweight during the first three years
of World War I. Wool prices advanced almost proportionately; wheat
prices more than doubled. Just as agriculture prospered, so did the
metals industry. Copper, silver, lead, and zinc all saw sharp upward
curves in prices. New Mexico mines responded with increased output,
and farmers expanded production in keeping with market incentives.
Nevertheless, both industries felt the postwar depression acutely, and
their distress affected the state's banks. 4O
Yet, it is important to keep New Mexico's banking experience
during the 1920s in perspective. "Overbanking"-that is, a low population-to-bank-office density ratio-was characteristic of neighbol'ing
Arizona as well, where from 1900 to 1924 the average population per
banking office dropped by over two thousand-almost 50 percent. Runs.
struck Arizona banks in Metcalf, Jerome, the Central Bank of Phoenix,
the Central Bank of Wickenburg, the Exchange Bank of Peoria, and the
Citizens Bank of Five Points in 1921 and 1922. By 1932 as many as
forty-four banks had failed or voluntarily liquidated in Arizona. 41
Neither did the experiences of New Mexico and Arizona differ
38. Ibid., entries of April 10, 1923, June 4, 1923, Capitol City Bank directors' minutebook, box 17, "Moriarity Note/Correspondence," and box 9, folder "M," First National
Bank Collection; Edgel, Brief History, 11-12.
39. "To the Stockholders," January 9, 1923, box 9, "Santa Fe Mining Company"
folder, John Henry to First National Bank, August 14, 1923, box 9, "Han-Har" folder,
and L. A. Hughes to John Henry, August 1, 1923, First National Bank Collection.
40. Edgel, Brief History, 10-12.
41. The exact numbers of banks closed are disputed, Schweikart, Banking in Arizona,
65-70, 203-6.
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much between 1926 and 1930. Arizona's banking ranks continued to
thin out, with six banks closing in that period and four more within
the next two years. New Mexico witnessed six liquidations or failures
and four absorptions by merger or purchase. Thus, both states witnessed a net decline in total number of banks during the "Roaring
Twenties" that weeded out many weak institutions in rural areas. Although the worst was over, more failures occurred during the Great
Depression. 42
New Mexico, nevertheless, responded with some legislative changes,
mostly designed to patch up holes in the 1915 banking law. These
revisions sought to bolster the capital floor to at least $25,000 under
which banks (and other businesses) operated; to raise surplus bank
funds to 50 percent of capital stock; to restrict lending of deposits to
companies paying a 4 percent dividend over the previous five years;
to protect the state's deposits in insolvent banks; to improve financial
reports to state bank examiners; to change composition of boards of
directors to local members and to require boards to meet (perhaps not
motivated by the escapades of Maxwell's early group, but certainly
fitting); to establish ceilings on the cost of bank buildings, fixtures, and
furniture; to prohibit loans that would put a bank below the capital
"floor"; and to limit loans to one person or corporation to a percentage
of capital stock. 43 ·
That same year, 1929, anew bank collection code expedited and
simplified collection and payment of checks. Since it defined banking
as any "person, firm, or corporation engaged in the business of receiving and paying deposits of money in the state," it allowed easier
collection by agents other than banks as defined by banking laws. The
law also placed more responsibility on the maker of a check for its
eventual redemption. 44
By the 1930s, the financial institutions of New Mexico had
strengthened themselves. Laws had been revised after the shakeout
of the 1920s that prevented drastic changes in the banking structure
during the Depression. A changing financial landscape had characterized the first sixty years of banking in New Mexico, with dozens of
banks coming and going. Bankers had grudgingly given up on the idea
that an economy based on a single sector-mining, agriculture, or
livestock--could guarantee success in banking, even if that sedor grew
at consistent rates. A number of important__ personalities, including
42. Ibid., 65-70; Edge!, Brief History, 13-14.
43. See New Mexico Laws, chap. 131, 1929, sec. 5-12, 62-63.
44. Ibid., chap. 138, 1929, sec. 1-13.
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Maxwell, the Speigelbergs,· Palen, Catron, and the Raynolds brothers,
had all left their marks on New Mexico banking. Certainly not every
one of these men demonstrated the skills of a great banker, and perhaps
only a few did. Yet even exceptional bankers would have experienced
difficulty in trying to force-feed banking growth in New Mexico. The
antibranching emphasis and the pockets of economic monoculture had
erected a hurdle so high that only the best bankers could clear it consistently.

Bone Dry?
Prohibition New Mexico Style

1918-1933
DAVID J. McCULLOUGH

Octaviano Larrazolo was an early campaigner for New Mexico's "bone
dry" prohibition amendment, and as governor from 1919 to 1921, he
proved to be a staunch supporter of the dry cause. Judge Reed Holloman of Santa Fe, one of the state's most powerful and respected
political leaders, was a constant advocate and defender of the prohibition measure. Albert B. Fall was one of the "dry" leaders in the u.s.
Senate where he championed federal prohibition laws, including the
Volstead Act. By the time the "noble experiment" had ground to its
inevitable end in the fall of 1933, Larrazolo was dead from cirrhosis of
the liver, Holloman had been indicted as a conspirator in the Gallup
liquor-ring scandal, and Fall, having plummeted from the office of
Secretary of the Interior to a prison cell, had suffered the additional
humiliation of being accused of having his doctor smuggle whiskey
into that cell. 1
Obviously, the people of New Mexico had hoped for better things
David J. McCullough teaches history and sociology at West Shore Community College in Scottville, Michigan, and is a doctoral candidate in American Studies in the
University of New Mexico. His dissertation explores how attitudes toward prohibition
influenced passage of the "Maine" laws in the Great Lakes region.
1. Santa Fe New Mexican, April 8, 1930, p. 1; April 10, 1931, p. 1; April 27, 1932, p.
1.
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when they opted to become the twenty-seventh state to enter the prohibition column in the general election of November 1917. 2 Much has
been written about prohibition in Chicago and New York. Our popular
notions about the period revolve around images of AI Capone, bathtub gin, flappers, and jazz. A chronicle of that troubled era as it unfolded in New Mexico will provide a different sort of scenario, one that
is unique to the Southwest.
By the time the state legislature convened in January 1917, the
New Mexico arms of the Anti-Saloon League and the Women's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) had marshalled enough political strength
to move the legislature toward a positive vote on a "bone dry" amendment to the state constitution. The proposed amendment would be
submitted to the people in the general election of November 6, 1917.
If it passed, the state would go dry October 1 the following year.
It was at this juncture that fate intervened on behalf of the drys.
A few days before the prohibition bill passed the legislature, Governor
Ezequiel C. de Baca died. His successor, Governor Washington Ellsworth Lindsey, and Mrs. Lindsey were two of the most convincing
and dedicated speakers in the dry camp. Taking full advantage of their
new prestige, they became one of the two major reasons the measure
passed. The other was the compelling argument fostered by prohibition
forces that wartime shortages of sugar and grain were being exacerbated by continued manufacture of alcoholic beverages. Drinking had
become unpatriotic. 3 Augmenting this argument was the Anti-Saloon
League's assertion that production of New Mexico coal, coke, and
copper was essential to the war effort, and that drunkenness of miners
substantially reduced production of those resources. Governor Lindsey
supported this argument by asserting that if the state's mines were to
meet the demands placed upon them, prohibition would be imperative. 4 This patriotic fervor, coupled with the growing prohibition movement, proved a winning combination; on election day, forty thousand
votes were cast, and the state voted dry by a sixteen thousand-vote
margin.
In a triumphant victory speech, New Mexico Secretary of State
Antonio Lucero, a Republican and a member of the state board of the
2. Ernest Hurst Cherrington, ed., Anti-Saloon League Year Book (Westerville, Ohio:
Anti-Saloon League, 1918), 98.
3. For an informative account of the election, see James A. Burran, "Prohibition in
New Mexico, 1917," New Mexico Historical Review, 48 (April 1973), 133-49.
4. Cherrington, Anti-Saloon League Year Book, 158-59.
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Anti-Saloon League, claimed that the vote and the solid support demonstrated for the measure by newspapers, politicians, and the business
and professional communities meant that "Demon Rum" had been "put
down forever." The general popularity of prohibition was still apparent
a year later when Governor Lindsey proudly identified prohibition as
a Republican cause. In campaigning for his successor, Octaviano Larrazolo, Lindsey noted his, Larrazolo's, and the Republican party's efforts in ushering in the dry era. s
Several items in the press indicated a general feeling that the law
would work. Newspapers carried classified ads for bar fixtures "dirt
cheap for cash, no decent offer refused." An article appeared in the
Santa Fe New Mexican informing its readers that Universal Films had
decreed that none of its films would depict drinking because nothing
becomes obsolete as rapidly as a "custom that has been outlawed."
Another news report maintained that the public was not missing the
"thirst parlors." An article describing how Santa Feans were planning
to welcome the new year of 1919 made absolutely no reference to
alcohol or its absence, and on February 27, 1919, a "Dry Dictionary"
appeared in the New Mexican, a sample of which is offered here:
Alcohol-Highly rectified spirit. Used as a preservative element
in medicines etc.
Beer-A fermented extract of parts of various plants as spruce,
ginger, sassafras etc.
Champagne-A province in France
Chaser-One who, or that which chases
Cocktail-A horse with a docked tail
Cordial-Hearty, sincere6
The dry forces assumed that the law was the solution to the liquor
problem and looked toward larger vistas. On January 21, 1919, Captain
Richard Pearson Hobson, naval hero of the Spanish-American War,
spoke at Albuquerque High School on the need for worldwide prohibition. R. E. Farley, superintendent of the New Mexico branch of the
Anti-Saloon League, was assigned the task of organizing the League
in South America. 7
Business was reorganizing for prohibition. Shortly after the law
5. Santa Fe New Mexican, November 7, 1917, p. 7, October 8, 1918, p. 3.
6. Albuquerque Morning Journal, September 3,1918, p. 7, October 17, 1918, p. 3; Santa
Fe New Mexican, December 31, 1918, p. 3, February 8, 1919, p. 3, February 27, 1919, p.
4.

7. Albuquerque Morning Journal, January 21, 1919, p. 8, March 18, 1919, p. 6.
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was passed, Thomas P. Gable announced the establishment of a company in Albuquerque to manufacture, bottle, and distribute soft drinks.
His hope, of course, was that after prohibition came into effect he would
be in an advantageous position. Charles Farley planned to continue
business in his Old Opera Bar in Las Vegas selling soft drinks. Most
others involved in the sale of liquor opted to change businesses. Robert
Fox, owner of the Lobby Bar in East Las Vegas, decided to turn his
full-time attention to his ranch, and Charles Greenglay, a wholesale
liquor dealer, purchased a hardware and plumbing business. Other
New Mexicans prepared for prohibition by attempting to discover
methods of avoiding it. All manner of alcoholic non-beverage tonics,
extracts, bracers, and bitters became the objects of experimentation.
All, regardless of their potability or effect, were eventually determined
to be illegaP
If it took a while before New Mexicans were able to devote much
attention or energy to prohibition, it was probably because in fall 1918,
events of far greater importance occurred. The war wound to an end
in November, and for weeks, even months, before and after the armistice, the public's attention focused on reports from France. Another
event causing considerable concern that fall was the Spanish flu epidemic. The outbreak arrived in the state simultaneously with prohibition. By October 6 and 7, Albuquerque had ordered movie theaters,
schools, dance halls, churches, pool halls, and the university closed.
Families were urged to postpone funerals or limit their size. With all
of this unusual activity, it is little wonder that it took over a month
before an arrest was made for violation of the new prohibition law in
Albuquerque. The first arrest in Santa Fe did not occur until February
of the following year. 9
The small-time nature of the first bootlegging operations can be
best illustrated by the report of one of the first arrests. On November
25, a clerk in the Albuquerque market of G. Toti was arrested for selling
a man two quarts of whiskey. Later in the same day, Toti was arrested
on the same charge. Mrs. Toti refused to allow the police to take her
husband, and her resistance was firm enough that she, too, was eventually required to go along to the station. Fines of two hundred dl)llars
each were assessed for Toti and the clerk. Mrs. Toti was fined thirty
8. Albuquerque Morning Journal, December 21, 1917, p. 4, October 17, 1918, p. 7,
February 5, 1919, p. 3, August 30, 1919, p. 3, November 25, 1919, p. 4; Santa Fe New
Mexican, December 21, 1920, p. 3.
9. Albuquerque Morning Journal, October 6, 1918, section 1, p. 8, October 7, 1918, p.
8, November 9, 1918, p. 8; Santa Fe New Mexican, February 11, 1919, p. 2.
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dollars. Because the epidemic had restricted entertainment in town,
the trial of the Totis in police court drew a large crowd. 10
One difficulty associated with lax enforcement in the beginning
may have been the uneasiness or even ignorance on the part of lawmen
concerning policy. The amendment set only maximum penalties. Individual jurisdictions had to determine their own standards within the
framework provided by the state law. Albuquerque passed an enforcement ordinance only twelve days before the amendment took effect.
It is likely that many jurisdictions had no enforcement policy at all. An
important topic when a statewide meeting of sheriffs convened in Santa
Fe in February 1919 was to have been "measures for enforcing the laws
against bootlegging." A report of their proceedings does not indicate
whether they made any decisions on the subject, but their varied methods of enforcement suggest that they did not. In that respect the sheriffs
would not stand alone. II
The state legislature, under considerable political duress, passed
the prohibition measure, but it was in no hurry to enact effective
enforcement legislation, although the party platforms always called for
it. A statewide enforcement bill was introduced in every session through
1929, but a legislature composed of men among whom drinking was
probably close to universal did not wish to put real teeth into the law.
The law was not really aimed at the "better sort."
Labor and socialist organizations in New Mexico and elsewhere
had fought prohibition on the grounds it was class-oriented. When Ma
Ferguson was governor of neighboring Texas, she attracted a lot of
criticism by pardoning liquor-law offenders. She noted correctly that
the wealthy drinkers, who helped create the demand for alcohol that
encouraged bootlegging, were not breaking the law by buying and
consuming. It was the fellow who produced and sold who violated the
law and went to jail. She insisted the buyer should also be guilty.
One way middle- and upper-class people replaced the bar in New
Mexico social life, if indeed bars had ever really been a part of that life,
was to form clubs. The decade after World War I could be called the
era of the fraternal organization. Newspapers in the first years of the
decade carried numerous announcements of Elks, Moose, and Knights
of Pythias lodges being organized. The growth of American Legion
posts was even more rapido--By the middle of the decade, there were
10. Albuquerque Morning Journal, November 25, 1918, p. 8, November 26, 1918, p.
4.

11. Albuquerque Morning Journal, September 26, 1918, p. 3; Santa Fe New Mexican,
February to, 1919, p. 3, February 11, 1919, p. 3.
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constant notices of Legion dances, wild-West shows, and other social
events. Two weeks after the state went dry, the elite Santa Fe Club
announced that it was looking to buy or build a new club facility. 12
What replaced the saloon for most New Mexicans was the speakeasy. Some speak-easys were simply former licensed bars. Others were
set up in rented or leased homes. The tentative nature of these sorts
of businesses did not dictate large investments in real estate. Most were
quite austere but some rivaled those in the more populous East. One
of the more notable establishments was housed in a three-story building in Santa Fe. The quality of the drinks and the decor of the rooms
changed on each floor. The first floor was for "poorer people" who
wished to quench their thirst with "'white mule'-white and raw." The
second floor was for those slightly more affluent who wished to ascend
to "Second Heaven" for a taste of "Hooch, slightly colored with some
brownish substance." Only those with a "fat wad" could make it to the
third floor where good quality booze was sold. One could drink the
top-floor liquor "without a chaser."B
Sometimes speak-easy owners'manufactured their own booze. But
more frequently, particularly as time went on, they came to depend
upon bootleggers operating ever-larger stills in the countryside or upon
supplies brought in from greater distances by that most romantic of
all prohibition-era characters-the rumrunner. Most of the liquor rumrunners carried into the state came initially from Mexico. Some crossed
directly into Columbus. Larger quantities came in from Aqua Prieta
via Douglas, Arizona, in spite of the apparently sincere efforts of General P. Elias Calles, the military governor of Sonora, to halt the traffic.
But most Mexican liquor crossed the border between Juarez and EI
Paso. In October 1919, the Mexican government announced a ten-mile
zone along the border in which American citizens could not purchase
liquor. This act was a courtesy to the United States and much more
honored in its breach than by its effect. Part of the same legislation
abolished the prohibition established by General Calles in Sonora and
provided for the licensing of Sonorans who wished to sell beer and
light wines. The net effect was little if any change in Juarez and much
more tequila, mescal, and sotol in Aqua Prieta, some of it brought
across the border under the garments of smugglers. 14
Considerable effort was expended to stem the flow of Mexican
12. Santa Fe New Mexican, October 15, 1919, p. 2.
13. Ibid., February 18, 1927, p. 7.
14. Ibid., July 1, 1919, p. 3; Albuquerque Morning Journal, July 5, 1919, p. 2, October
23, 1919, p. 1, June 17, 1920, p. 1.
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liquor into El Paso, including a good deal of gunplay and not a few
deaths. A Mexican smuggler was killed during a pitched gun battle on
the streets of El Paso on December 18, 1919, in the first of many incidents involving gun battles. Another shooting incident occurred on
the El Paso-Juarez border two weeks later, on January 3, and resulted
in the loss of the life of an informant. In one rare incident, Mexican
officers attempted to stop some smugglers; the result, however, was
more humorous than effective. Responding to a report that smugglers
crossed the river in the early morning with bottles of wine, Colonel
Raphael Davila of the River Guards found a group of men who appeared to be bathing in water "so thick with mud that it could almost
be shoveled with a spade." The men insisted that they enjoyed the
water during the cool hours of the morning. Davila was angry and
frustrated because he felt the men were laughing at him, but he could
find no wine. Perhaps the colonel might have hoped that the same
group was involved in an incident at the river several years later when
smugglers, surprised by border patrolmen in an early morning fog,
became confused and started shooting at each other. The patrolmen
just sat back and watched. 15
After the liquor was safely into the country, it was the rumrunners'
job to get it to the local distributor (the bootlegger). Fortunately for
them, the state of New Mexico experienced, as did the rest of the
nation, a large increase in private automobile ownership after the war.
By September 1919, there were over seventeen thousand autos registered in the state. Concomitant with this increase was a demand for
that one thing the rumrunner needed, more and better roads. August
1919 saw one of the first incidents of rumrunning when the Bonnie
brothers of Louisville, Kentucky, were arrested for shipping liquor into
Chama. U.S. District Court Judge Colin Neblett fined them one thousand dollars on each of the six counts. If the incident had occurred
after September 17 that year, their car would also have been confiscated
under a new federal measure. Rumrunners were prosecuted in federal
court prior to national prohibition in January 1920 because they had
violated the Reed Amendment which made a federal offense of transporting alcohol into a dry state or territory. In one incident near the
town of Hill, federal agents got the car but not the man. After blowing
out the tires of a rumrunner's Studebaker with their guns, they seized
the car and fifty-five pints of whiskey but never found the driver.
Carrizozo seemed to have been a good place to capture rumrunners
15. Santa Fe New Mexican, December 18, 1919, p. 1, January 4, 1920, p. 1, August
1, 1921, p. 4, March 24, 1930, p. 1.
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Charles H. Stearns, deputy administrator for the U.S. Prohibition Office, gets assistance in disposing
of illegal moonshine in the late 1920s. Courtesy Albuquerque Museum Photoarchives.
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in summer 1921. On July 29, after an exciting chase, Sheriff Ed Hoares

nabbed a trio of runners, their car, and forty-nine quarts of whiskey.
Several other quarts stored in the tonneau were broken in the chase.
The driver was known to be a regular runner. About two weeks later,
Indian police on the Mescalero Reservation near Carrizozo captured a
large, seven-passenger car with fifty gallons of alcohol. The driver was
thought to be a regular because there were several bullet holes in the
rear of the vehicle. Sometimes they got away. In January 1922, prohibition officers in Lordsburg rece.ived a tip that a certain car would
come through with a cargo of liquor. When the anticipated car finally
arrived at 2 A.M., the officers ordered it to halt. The driver stepped on
the gas, and, though pursued and shot at repeatedly by the officers,
got away.16
Tom Mitchell was perhaps the nearest thing to the Al Capone image
in New Mexico bootlegging and rumrunning history. In October 1919,
Mitchell, a former Albuquerque hotel man, was indicted by a federal
grand jury in U. S. District Court in Santa Fe on four charges of violating
the prohibition law. He was accused of operating as a wholesale bootlegger; he claimed he had been framed by federal agents. On November
14, he received a not-guilty verdict. Shortly afterward he moved to El
Paso where he purchased a luxury apartment building and a bar across
the river in Juarez. Mitchell also owned a ranch in Tesuque. A businessman with property in El Paso and Tesuque, connections with bootleggers in Albuquerque, and a license to purchase liquor wholesale in
Mexico could, if he were so inclined, see a potential for making a lot
of money. On the night of August 24, 1922, federal prohibition officers
arrested Mitchell. At the same time, Mitchell's wife was arrested in
Albuquerque where she had followed a truck making a delivery of
forty cases of good whiskey. That escapade cost Mitchell three thousand
dollars. No reports were found concerning Mitchell after this arrest,
but a good guess might be that he did not get out of the business. On
the same day as the Mitchell arrests, a truck with twenty cases of
whiskey was seized en route to the Republican state convention. There
was a degree of irony in this incident because the Republicans were
identified as the party that brought prohibition to New Mexico. 17
As time passed, the demand for alcoholic beverages increased;
16. Santa Fe New Mexican, August 28,1919, p. 6, September 27,1919, p. 3, September
30, 1919, p. 30, July 11, 1921, p. 5, July 29, 1921, p. 4, August 10, 1921, p. 4, January
28, 1922, p. 4.
17. Albuquerque Morning Journal, October 19, 1919, section 1, p. 6, November 14,
1919, section 1, p. 6; Santa Fe New Mexican, August 25, 1922, pp. 1, 5.
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and the size of shipments became larger. Eight miles southeast of Roswell, on December 28, 1925, a truck and a closed delivery van were
captured carrying 324 gallons of alcohol, 168 quarts of tequila, and 96
quarts of whiskey. The following year saw the airplane enlisted in the
. effort to satisfy New Mexico's demand for liquor. 18 During the peak
years of the era, the efforts of federal agents to slow the rumrunners
remained fairly constant. They seized twenty-nine automobiles in 1927,
twenty in 1928, twenty-seven in 1929, and thirty in 1931. But demand
was always too great to be satisfied by smuggling. From the very
beginning of the dry era, bootleggers were in the business of operating
bigger and better stills in New Mexico. By 1922, the distillation of grain
alcohol had taken on the characteristics of the thriving industry it
would retain until repeal.
Initially bootlegging operations were small. Most early bootleggers
sold stocks of liquor that remained from before the law took effect. As
those stocks diminished, they explored other sources of supply. Since
bootlegging was an illegal occupation, people who engaged in it were,
by definition, lawbreakers. Therefore, theft was one of the first methods these entrepreneurs employed to shore up sagging inventories.
Some dyed-in-the-wool drinkers were known to have laid in large
stocks prior to enactment of the law. These unfortunates involuntarily
became the bootleggers' first source of supply. In March 1919, thirtyone cases of whiskey were stolen from Frank Jordan of Grant County.
Bootlegger Frank Ladish was extradicted from Fanin, Texas, to stand
trial for the theft. In the same month, Alvin Alford and Guy Good
were arrested for stealing a barrel of whiskey from a coal yard in
Clayton. In the same town in the same month, a barrel of whiskey was
stolen from a private home. The thieves were also charged with bootlegging. One of the largest thefts of privately owned stock occurred at
a ranch outside Roy in November 1921 when a pair of thieves entered
the home of Henry Garzina, who, with his wife, was shopping in
town. The thieves locked the children in the cellar and made off with
more than ten thousand dollars worth of liquor. 19
Scarcity of supply also brought the con man into the arena. One
form of scam that appeared early was practiced by hangers-on around
the railroad stations. They would offer to run down the block and buy
liquor for travelers in exchange for a small fee; of course, with the
travelers' money in their pockets, they never returned. A story of a
18. Santa Fe New Mexican, December 28, 1925, p. 3, March 26, 1926, p. 1.
19. Santa Fe New Mexican, March 7, 1919, p. 5, March 11, 1919, p. 5, November 30,
1921, p. 4.
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more creative "sting" made the rounds in Albuquerque in August 1919.
A proprietor of a "soft-drink bar" was offered an opportunity to buy a
barrel of good whiskey for $150-a very good price. He was invited
to taste the whiskey through a straw. After determining the fine quality
of the whiskey in this manner, he made the purchase, only to discover
that the whiskey he had sampled came from a half-pint bottle suspended below the bung. As "marks" generally do, the buyer denied
the truth of the story. Meanwhile, some bootleggers operated through
legitimate businesses. A Chinese laundryman in Deming delivered
liquor hidden in bundles of laundry to his clients. He attracted suspicion when he was seen staggering under the weight of a load of
laundry. Another bootlegger, Apolonio Gallo, used his liquor income
to augment profits from his Albuquerque barber shop.20
Some of the first locally produced liquors were made in small
quantities from raisins, a fairly simple and quick process. A revenue
agent, after visiting Las Vegas, New Mexico, in November indicated
that the "art of distilling whiskey from raisins was well advanced in
that city." An item in an Albuquerque paper in November of that year
reported that the price of raisins was up considerably and blamed
prohibition for the increase. Raisin whiskey was the liquor involved
in one of the earliest Albuquerque bootlegger stories. On February 8,
1919, deputy sheriffs were tipped that a wagon was e'n route to the
White Star, a former saloon north of town at Twelfth and Mountain.
The wagon never arrived, but while the deputies were waiting, a cab
arrived and a man got out and entered the White Star. When the man
reappeared just minutes later and reentered the cab, his coat caught
on the door, revealing two pint bottles in the pockets. The wife of the
White Star's owner, a Mrs. Franceschini, was arrested. Mr. Franceschini
was reportedly out of town. The White Star next appears in the record
on August 2, 1919, when the Franceschinis were arrested for selling
whiskey they had made out of raisins. Five days later there was a
report that they had been denied a writ of replevin asking for the
return of their whiskey. Filing the writ may have been a tactical error
on their part. Only six weeks later, on September 22, a news item
reported that the U.S. District Court of Appeals had denied the appeals
of Guiseppi Merline (alias Joe Franceschini) and Euginio Barra (alias
Lina Franceschini) and said they were to be deported to Italy. 21
20, Albuquerque Morning Journal, February 8, 1919, p. 3, April 10, 1919, p. 2, August
6, 1919, Sec. 1, p. 9; Santa Fe New Mexican, April 23, 1919, p. 3.
21. Albuquerque Morning Journal, November 23, 1919, section 1, p, 1, February 8,
1919, p, 3, August 2, 1919, p. 2, August 7, 1919, section 2, p. 3; Santa Fe New Mexican,
August 8, 1919, p. 3., September 22, 1919, p. 6, October 9, 1919, p. 6.
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The small stills employing the use of raisins, like that of the White
Star, were soon supplanted by larger stills making whiskey from the
more traditional grains. The first arrest and seizure reported in the
press involving a large still occurred in a secluded canyon five miles
north of Gallup in May 1919. Some of the early attempts to distill
bootleg whiskey apparently did not meet with much success. When
miner J. E. McDonald was given thirty days in jail and fined one
hundred dollars for operating a still, he grumbled that he had not
made "anything worth drinking." Like the still in the secluded canyon,
most distilling operations were carried on away from towns. Sometimes the production of "white mule" didn't blend too well with other
farm and ranch activities, and sometimes it did. One farmer outside
Hope, New Mexico, used his pig pens for the storage of corn mash.
He probably hoped federal agents would not wish to muck around in
the pig pens looking for evidence. Unfortunately for him, Sheriff Baton
and Federal Agent Gordon were not at all averse to doing just that.
They arrested the farmer and destroyed a large quantity of mash. Another pig-pen incident took place in July 1921 about twenty miles east
of Wagon Mound on the Dolores Martinez ranch. Martinez had been
tipped that prohibition agent John Beaver was on his way to search
the ranch. He quickly dumped the mash into the hog pen. When the
federal agent arrived, the hogs, of course, were staggering about the
pen, creating a scene of great comic intensity. Martinez offered the
lame explanation that the mash was a feed he was trying on the hogs.
The United States commissioner, however, ordered Martinez held over
for the grand jury. 22
By the end of 1921, the business of unlawful distilling was not the
booming industry it was to become. When a rancher named Crisp was
arrested along with his brother-in-law for operating a still near Fort
Sumner in December neither he nor his brother-in-law could make bail.
More intensive operations began to appear early in 1922. In a federal
raid at the home and store of William Burch in the Chihuahua section
of Raton, officials discovered a 25-gallon still operating at full capacity.
They seized 150 gallons of first-run whiskey along with 6 gallons of
second run, 300 gallons of mash, and supplies of corn chops, corn
meal, wheat, and sugar. By 1925, still capacity had evolved to the larger
80- and 100-gallon types that would serve the rest of the prohibition
era. One such still was discovered in a cave near Alamogordo in May
1925. The raiding officers were about to give up their search of a cave
22. Albuquerque Morning Journal, May 20, 1919, p. 3; Santa Fe New Mexican, October
23, 1919, p. 7, December 28, 1920, p. 5, July 14, 1921, p. 4.
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that had been suspected of hiding a still when one of the officers found
a door that revealed a much larger cave. They discovered an 80-gallon
still and large quantities of finished liquor and supplies. 23
The largest still discovered in New Mexico through 1925 was seized
in a raid on the Walter Johnson ranch twenty-five miles south of Fort
Sumner. The still had a capacity of 310 gallons with a 50-gallon tank
for steaming, a SOD-gallon water tank, and a large coil, a large still by
New Mexico standards. Once the capacity reached 100 gallons, it stabilized at that. The most probable reason was that a lOa-gallon still
was small enough to be dismantled easily, transported, and restarted
in a new location, thus making detection and loss through seizure less
.possible..
Two other distilling operations illustrate the enterprise of this New
Mexico industry. A large steam still with a nO-gallon capacity was
captured along with 40 gallons of "first-class" liquor and 1,000 gallons
of mash near Lamy Junction. It was discovered that a car had just left
to make delivery of 70 gallons to a Texas customer. The liquor traffic,
in 1929, at least for some liquor had reversed! A Texan figured in the
story of what would have been the largest still ever built in New
Mexico. J. S. Moore of Estelline, Texas, was arrested by Sheriff Brooke
of de Baca County for his involvement and financial backing of a 7,000gallon still that was being constructed on the Old Clancy Ranch near
Fort Sumner. 24
Most arrests of bootleggers were made by federal agents. However,
prior to federal prohibition, local police and sheriff's departments made
some sincere attempts to enforce the state law. After the start of national
prohibition of January 16, 1920, it became a general policy over the
entire state to leave the enforcement of prohibition to the federal authorities. Such a policy did not reflect a wish to ignore the law, but
rather a sensible economic strategy. Local jurisdictions did not believe
that money from fines could offset the cost of apprehending and trying
prohibition offenders. The federal government early on, however, did
quite well in the collection of fines. Court receipts for fines in the U.S.
District Court for New Mexico for the six months ending December
31, 1919, totaled $19,266. More than $18,000 of that amount came from
various liquor violations, mostly Reed Amendment offenses. Until the
Volstead Act took effect and the load of enforcement fell entirely upon
23.
1925, p.
24.
1930, p.

Santa Fe New Mexican, December 30, 1921, p. 4, January 10, 1922, p. 5, May 25,
4.
Santa Fe New Mexican, May 25, 1925, p. 4, November 26, 1929, p. 3, March 24,
1.
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the federal government, the costs of maintaining officers in the field,
of trials, and of imprisonment removed any windfall that might have
accrued during the Reed Amendment period. Indeed, cost of enforcement was a repeated theme used by the Wets in their arguments for
repeaI. 25
When national prohibition went into effect, the federal government seemed no better prepared to enforce the law than local officials
had been sixteen months earlier. Antonio Lucero, the first federal prohibition director for the state, said he had not been an applicant for
the job and was surprised when he read the news release announcing
his appointment to the post. He said he had a "general idea of what
his duties were." He added that he had not received any specific information from Washington about the size of his staff and had not been
able to "map out a course of procedure," but "he stood for enforcement
of the law." Lucero's comments came on January 16, 1920, the day the
law took effect. The wheels of the federal government ground slowly,
but grind they did. By July news of arrests had moved to the front
page. The first "flying squadron" raids took place in Las Vegas where
a force of federal agents entered town- in darkness the night of November 30, 1921, and raided two establishments. The same night in
Santa Fe, federal agents posing as customers were able to arrest three
bootleggers. The extent to which bootlegging had grown by that time
is illustrated by reports of agents who were appalled not only by the
open manner in which the drinks were sold but also by the price. A
drink of whiskey was twenty-five cents, a price that rivaled pre-prohibition days.26
The federal agents were not alone in their anger and frustration.
In January 1922, R. E. Farley of the Anti-Saloon League, declared that
the situation in New Mexico was worse "than in the average state in
regard to enforcement...." He added that it appeared to be the opinion of local officials that "if the white mule is running away, it is up to
the federal officers to head him off." He declared that New Mexico had
a strict state law and that the federal government expected a "reasonable effort ... to enforce it." Farley also said the U.S. Attorney General
"or one of his special representatives" would soon be in the state to
seek greater local assistance in "fighting the bootlegger." Three days
later Governor Merritt C. Mechem declared that it had been customary
to turn the "whole matter" over to the federal government when it had
25. Santa Fe New Mexican, January 8, 1920, p. 2.
26. Albuquerque Morning Journal, January 16, 1920, p. 4; Santa Fe New Mexican, November 3D, 1921, pp. 1, 4.
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jurisdiction, "especially when money could be saved by the state in
doing so." He added, however, that if federal authorities wanted the
state to take a more active role in the "suppression of the liquor traffic,"
he was sure the state would favor it and "such would be [his] attitude."
Soon thereafter, the U.S. Attorney did ask Mechem for greater cooperation with federal authorities. Mechem agreed and said he would
ask the legislature for a bill authorizing confiscation of cars and other
vehicles in order to recover the costs of enforcement. What all that
rhetoric may have accomplished is not clear, but incidents of arrests,
as reported in the press, do not indicate a shift toward greater cooperation with the federal prohibition officers. There may have been some
token movement in that direction, for the number of prohibition cases
appearing before U.S. District Judge Colin Neblett increased to about
thirty a month by July 1922 but returned quickly to the dozen or so
level it had been previously. 27
The state's failure to enforce its own law generally was blamed on
the lack of adequate enforcement legislation. However, this appears
to be a politically expedient rationale rather than the actual case. In
1923, the legislature made the state's law the same as the federal government's. Lawmakers escaped the task of negotiating specific provisions by simply referencing the Volstead Act. The failure of local
authorities to enforce the state law from that point until December
1925, when the New Mexico Supreme Court declared the "a la Volstead"
bill unconstitutional, was probably a conscious decision. The Volstead
Act, after all, had provided adequate enforcement through federal agents.
In the wake of the decision, the press expressed some concern that
drunkenness would become instantly pandemic. A reporter for the
Santa Fe New Mexican noted that his investigation revealed no great
change in the drinking habits of Santa Feans. What little respect existed
in society for prohibition laws was a result of federal enforcement
policy, and that policy was still in effect. Indeed, federal agents stepped
up enforcement during this period, and their efforts apparently had
an adverse effect on bootlegging, judging from a steadily declining
number of cases before the U.S. District Court during the first half of
1926. An emergency session was considered for enacting a new enforcement law, but the plan failed to generate enough interest to guarantee its success and was dropped by mid-Apri1. 28
27. Santa Fe New Mexican, January 2, 1922, p. 1, January 5, 1922, p. 1, January 18,
1922, p. 1, July 5, 1922, p. 3, March 17, 1923, p. 6, January 8, 1924, p. 2, March 12, 1924,
p. 7, May 6, 1924, p. 3.
28. Santa Fe New Mexican, December 15, 1925, p. 2, December 17, 1925, p. 6, De-
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Attempts to deal with prohibition in the legislative sessions of
1927 and 1929 is a story of hypocrisy, chicanery, Machiavellian machinations, and high comedy. In brief, the House continually attempted
to water down or destroy any new legislation to strengthen the prohibition law. The Senate, acutely aware of the political power the Drys
could exert, shared the feelings of the House, but was more pragmatic.
In hectic sessions, the Senate ultimately was successful in putting down
the revolts of the young Turks in the House. Legislation supporting
prohibition always passed regardless of the will or intent to enforce
the laws, and irrespective of legislators' drinking customs. As Will
Rogers, who addressed the New Mexico legislature in February 1927
while the lawmakers attempted to find agreement on a new enforcement bill, told them, "1 know I won't be keeping you away from any
valuable work. I feel the longer I can detain you from passing bills,
the bigger help I'll be to the state." On the subject of prohibition, he
said, "Turkey is the only prohibition country besides us-we make a
fine gang don't we?" By the time the legislature convened for the 1931
session, the tide of public opinion had clearly swung to repeal. Many
prominent New Mexicans favored ending the noble experiment by
acknowledging that it had caused more problems than it had solved.
In fact, there was a popular notion that drinking had actually increased.
Bills were introduced to weaken prohibition or to repeal it altogether.
The Senate's Republican majority found itself fighting not to strengthen
prohibition but to save it, and managed to prevail one last time. 29
Women, through the Women's Christian Temperance Union, had
been largely responsible for the enactment of the prohibition laws, and
it was women who initiated momentum for repeal. The formation of
the Women's Organization for National Prohibition Reform was founded
in May 1929 in Chicago. The founders, although small in number, were
women with considerable power and prestige in American society.
They included Mrs. Pierce du Pont of Delaware, Mrs. William Lowell
Putnam and Mrs. Lothrop Ames of Massachusetts, Mrs. R. Stuyvesant
Pierrepont of New Jersey, and eleven prominent New Yorkers including
Mrs. Caspar Whitney and Mrs. Archibald Roosevelt. They sought to
protect "the American home" by replacing "thepresent corruption and
cember 18, 1925, p. 6, January 6, 1926, p. 6, April 1, 1926, p. 3, April 6, 1926, p. 5,
September 13, 1926, p. 1.
29. Santa Fe New Mexican, March 1, 1927, p. 3, March 4, 1927, p. 2, March 5, 1927,
p. 6, March 9, 1927, p. 3, March 10, 1927, p. 6, March 11, 1927, p. 1, March 14, 1927,
p. 3, March 21, 1927, p. 4, January 15, 1929, p. 6, February 9, 1931, p. 1, February 13,
1931, p. 1, February 17, 1931, p. 5, February 18, 1931, p. 1, February 23, 1931, p. 1,
March 4, 1931, p. 1, March 11, 1931, p. 1.
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hypocrisy with sobriety and honesty."30 In spring 1932, the New Mexico
branch ofthe Women's Organization for Prohibition Reform became a
powerful voice in a mounting chorus for repeal. The state chairman,
Mrs. Allan Clark, was an effective organizer, a compelling speaker, and
was just as energetic and ubiquitous as were the Lindseys when they
campaigned for the dry cause fourteen years earlier. 3l
With a group of powerful and articulate women of unimpeachable
character arguing for a political cause on the basis of its essential morality, the prohibition story had come full circle. In November 1932,
for reasons having little to do with prohibition, the nation swept into
office a political party with a repeal plank in its platform. The concatenation of these two events spelled the end of an era-repeal was a
foregone conclusion. The noble experiment was pronounced a failure
in the United States and in New Mexico. With only scant opposition,
the 1933 legislature agreed on the provisions of a repeal amendment
on Saint Patrick's Day and set the date of the referendum for September
20, 1933. The vote on that day was overwhelmingly wet. Only two
counties (Curry and Roosevelt) voted dry. New Mexico's "bone dry"
days ended officially November 16, 1933, a day that was marked with
no more particular notice in the press than was its quiet beginning in
the hectic fall of 1918. 32
Three questions require some consideration in a review of prohibition in New Mexico: What were the attitudes of the people about
the law? What was the effect of the law? How did the prohibition
experience in New Mexico differ from that in other states?
On the first question, it seems safe to say that the law was viewed
as separate and distinct from other laws. The bootlegger and the rumrunner were seen as consequences rather than breakers of the law.
Violations were commonplace, and lawbreakers generally escaped the
stigma associated with other sorts of lawlessness. Indeed, they were
considered to be filling a necessary position in the economy and social
life of their community. The purchase and consumption of alcoholic
beverages was never against the law, but those activities gave the
ordinary person the vicarious sense of breaking the law. Interviews of
people who lived in New Mexico during prohibition indicate that it
was commonplace to own a hip flask and offer someone a drink. Some
30. Thomas M. Coffey, The Long Thirst, Prohibition in America, 1920-1933 (New York:
W. W. Norton and Company, 1975), 259-60.

31. Santa Fe New Mexican, April 22, 1932, p. 4, June 23, 1932, p. 4, September 27,
1932, p. 6, January 21, 1933, p. 4, January 23, 1933, p. 1.
32. Santa Fe New Mexican, March 17, 1933, p. 1, September 20, 1933,p. 1.
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bootleggers apparently were allowed to operate openly. This popular
law-breaking led to frivolous attitudes about alcoholic beverage control
measures. A retired Albuquerque attorney spoke of the custom of vi·olating a part of the new law that required that drinks only be served
with a meal. A sandwich could be purchased in which the main ingredient was a rubber hot dog. It was considered good form to return
the wiener to the barkeep in order that it might be washed off and
reissued. 33 Prohibition did reduce the number of alcohol-related deaths
and violence, particularly in the beginning, but it also encouraged an
acceptance of law-breaking, which ultimately brought about movement
for repeal. Compared to other states, available statistics indicate that
New Mexico stood someplace near the center in its attitude toward the
"noble experiment."

33. Interviews with T. M. Pearce, October 14, 1985, and with Don L Dickason,
October 2, 1985.

Thomas Benton Catron:
A Historical Defense
VICTOR WESTPHALL

Empire-builder Thomas Benton Catron may well be the most controversial person in New Mexico history. A staunch Republican, he was
one of the state's most powerful politicians during the half century
from 1870 to 1920. His friends admired his energy and leadership, but
his enemies viewed him as a greedy land grabber and ruthless politico.
In explaining the two sides of Catron, his biographer wrote of him:
His personality defies clear analysis, but he was a remarkable
man. He was an aristocrat and a genuine mental giant. He could
be the personification of gentle kindness and tactful consideration.
Unhappily, while naturally reserved and patrician, he also possessed an ability seldom rivaled in his era to put together words
of sarcasm and invective that could easily antagonize persons toward whom they were directed. This outspokenness made Catron
many enemies who rarely saw his good qualities. His friends admired him and reluctantly admitted his failings. In a sense each
Victor Westphall is the author of several books on New Mexico including Thomas
Benton Catron and His Era, The Public Domain in New Mexico, and Mercedes Reales. Born in
Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, he was educated at Milwaukee State Teachers College and
the University of New Mexico. He is founder and director of the Disabled American
Veterans, Vietnam Veterans National Memorial.
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Thomas Benton Catron. Courtesy Special Collections, Zimmerman Library,
University of New Mexico.
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was right. Some of the good things he did were admirable and
some of the bad were deplorable. 1
His detractors generally emphasized the "deplorable" without admitting any of the "admirable." Of course this stand is unrealistic, for
no person's personality is ever all black or all white. This controversy
has caused the Catron legend to grow enormously. A large part of it
is oral tradition with infamous connotations.
There is ample controversy surrounding Catron's name without
using generalized and unsupported allegations to attack his reputation.
An example of such debasement was presented in a KNME television
program, "Illustrated Daily," which dealt with the Santa Fe Ring and
aired January 13, 1983. In this segment, moderator Hal Rhodes asked
a panel, in all seriousness, if they thought Catron (whom he characterized as a power in the ring) used assassination as a tool of his political
power. He preceded his question by stating that a Catron contemporary
wrote in 1911:
Catron was the boss of the Territory from 1865 to 1900 and is
probably still the most unscrupulous man in the Southwest. His
methods of wholesale assassination and blackmail are [notorious].
His frown has waned of late years but he still runs the gang in
this country. 2
What Rhodes did not mention was that the contemporary he referred to was Bronson Cutting, who had reason to dislike Catron.
Catron had "threatened to have the legality of New Mexican bonds
held by the Cutting family questioned unless the political attacks on
him ceased."3
There is, of course, a vast difference between this kind of intimidation and assassination. This fact was recognized obliquely by the
panelists, Myra Ellen Jenkins and Tom Chavez, but both evaded an
unequivocal answer. Chavez pointed out that the Lincoln County and
Colfax County wars are popularly linked with the Santa Fe Ring. Jenkins singled out Samuel B. Axtell, rather than Catron, .for special censure in deadly intrigue related to the Colfax County War.
.
Hints of murderous conduct, such as that advanced by Rhodes,
have been dredged up over the years largely from the murky historical
1. Victor Westphall, Thomas Benton Catron and His Era (Tucson: University of Arizona
Press, 1973), 396.
2. Ibid., 98.
3. Warren A. Beck, New Mexico: A History of Four Centuries (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1962), 301.
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record of the slaying of Alexis Grossetete and Robert EIsinger in the
American Valley region; the Borrego murder case; the "Dear Ben" letter
in the Colfax County War; and the infamous penitentiary poison plot.
What follows is an interpretive look at Catron's role in these incidents.
The American Valley was not located by cartographers of that
period, nor has it been by those of today. Quemado, in present Catron
County, was considered the heart of the valley, with Largo Creek its
chief geographic landmark. John P. Casey brought his herds into the
valley of the Largo from Albuquerque in the early spring of 1881 after
reconnoitering the area the previous autumn. 4 Casey noted that the
region was unsurpassed for raising cattle. He established his headquarters at the forks of the Largo and set about carving out his cattle
kingdom. s Casey's ranch eventually was named the American Valley
(Cattle) Company.
Late in 1881, Alexis Grossetete and Robert EIsinger moved in at
Gallo Spring southward across Gallo Mountain from the budding empire of Casey. At the time they seemed isolated enough, but within
two years they ran afoul of the expansion plans of their neighbors to
the north. In the parlance of the times, all Casey wanted was what
joined him.
To implement his ambitions, Casey entered into a verbal partnership with Surveyor General Henry M. Atkinson, who provided plats
of the area even before they were approved or filed in the land office
at Santa Fe. Meanwhile, from October through December 1882, Casey
gained control over most of the land on both sides of Largo Creek
through homestead and pre-emption entries in the names of numerous
employees and friends. Concurrently, an arrangement was made with
William C. Moore to manage the business.
Moore had but lately arrived from the LX Ranch in the Texas
Panhandle, where he had generally been called Outlaw Bill Moore in
recognition of his light-fingered way with cattle. He had slain a black
coachman in Wyoming before coming to Texas a jump ahead of the
law. Earlier, he had moved to Wyoming with equal alacrity after killing
his brother-in-law in California.
Casey, Atkinson, and Moore planned to gain control of as much
4. John P. Casey was originally from Couty Cork, Ireland, and moved to Renfrew,
Ontario, Canada. There he met and married Ellen Neville, who was born and raised in
Leeds, Quebec Province, Canada. In 1880 Casey moved his family to Albuquerque.
5. Santa Fe Weekly Democrat, April 30, 1882. Albuquerque Morning Journal, October 18,
1883. The property is known as El Caso Ranch, undoubtedly a corruption of Casey's
Ranch, as shown on the original survey plat for Township 25 North, Range 16 West.
Mrs. Ellen Salmon to the author, April 15, 1964, and September 16, 1964.
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land as possible and then sell their interests to eastern capitalists. By
1883 they controlled an area roughly sixty-six miles from north to south
and seventy-two miles from east to west comprising about three million
acres of land. To facilitate their plan, they solicited the service of Senator
John A. Logan of Illinois, who was interested in the cattle boom.
General Logan was a good friend of Stephen B. Elkins, Catron's
former law partner. Casey, Atkinson, and Moore contacted Logan through
Elkins. Catron, who was the firm's attorney, was the intermediary.
Catron had become associated with Atkinson, along with John H.
Thomson, in the incorporation of the Boston and New Mexico Cattle
Company in January 1882.
Catron's role in the events that transpired is particularly important
for the mystery surrounding it and because it was crucial to his career.
In 1883, Casey persuaded Catron to carry a note for him. Casey needed
the money to defend his brother, James Casey, who had been indictedalong with four others-for the slaying of Alexis Grossetete and Robert
Eisinger.
Catron maintained that his active association with the firm began
when he signed Casey's note. While this is probably true in a strict
sense, one circumstance indicates that his prior interest was significant.
An extant surveyor general's map of 1882 includes symbols indicating
the townships with a water supply in the area controlled by the American Valley Company. The margin contains an explanatory notation in
Catron's hand. 6
This circumstance possibly denoted simply an attorney-clientre-·
lationship; nevertheless, Catron surely would have known that his
clients were acquiring land illegally. Indeed, it is equally possible that
Catron conceived the ingenious idea of consolidating this vast holding
by controlling the water, then informed his clients by means of this
graphic representation.?
Meanwhile, Casey and his associates were eyeing the territory to
the north, in the region of the village of Rito, as an addition to the
grazing area under their control. Rito was in the environs of modernday Salt Lake, Trechado, and Quemado. There were just six springs
in this vicinity. To add the land controlling this water to their holdings
6. Victor Westphall, The Public Domain in New MexIco: 1854-1891 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1965), 57.
7. Subsequently, on August 2, 1886, the American Valley Company was incorporated
by Thomas B. Catron, Henry M. Atkinson (not surveyor general at the time), William
B. Slaughter, and Henry L. Warren, but the venture never prospered, Westphall, Catron,
160, 165.
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along the Largo would give them dominion over nearly sixteen hundred square miles of grazing land.
The people of Rito were largely from the Rio Grande settlements
around Socorro. They arrived in the early 1870s and located four miles
east from present Quemado in rolling country covered with excellent
grass. The town grew to some ninety inhabitants. Other Hispano settlers, as well as a few Anglos, were scattered throughout the area.
In the early 1880s, the people of Rito and its environs deposited
money with Elias Vigil for the survey of the township where they lived. 8
They then attempted to file homestead and pre-emption entries for the
land upon which they had settled. They entrusted these papers to
Anglo attorneys (including Catron, according to oral tradition), who
delayed filing while Surveyor General Atkinson withheld the survey
plats from the land office.
In theory, these plats had to be filed before settlers could submit
papers to claim the land upon which they had settled. This stratagem,
therefore, enabled Casey to arrange with his employees to file on the
land controlling the six springs around Rito. These claims were all
entered on January 2, 1883, and titles were ultimately conveyed to
Casey.
Thus, the duped people of Rito did not gain title to their land and
were forced to leave. They took up new homes at Mangas a dozen
miles to the southeast, and Rito became the headquarters of the American Valley Company. 9
Ultimately, Catron fell out with Casey, and their feud continued
for a decade. In 1892 Casey found a way to hurt Catron. That year
Catron was a candidate for congressional delegate, and his Democratic
8. "Surveyor General's Reports," House Exec. Docs., 47th Cong., 2d Sess., no. 1
(Serial 2099), 584-93.
9. Interview with Celestino Padilla, April 18, 1960. Mr. Padilla was eighty-seven
years old at the time of the interview, which was conducted through his daughter.
During the interview Padilla was asked for the names of the attorneys to whom the
people of Rito entrusted the filing of land law papers. He replied that he did not remember. When asked if one of them might have been Catron, he replied in the affirmative
even before the question was put to him by the interpreter. This was, of course, a leading
question and must be recognized as such. Catron probably never visited Rito personally;
however, the oral tradition surrounding Catron's name is so personal that the mention
of his name brought a quick response from Padilla. Interview with Frank Armijo, April
18, 1960. "Field Note Books" and "Survey Plats" in Bureau of Land Management Office,
Santa Fe, New Mexico. The land where Rito---and in turn the headquarters of the
American Valley Company was located-was owned in 1960 by Mrs. Myrtle Cox (see
abstract in her possession examined April 18, 1960). Cox also ran a general merchandise
store in Quemado at the time.
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opponents, working through Casey, planned to hamstring Catron at
the polls. Casey was to release a statement just before the election
claiming that Catron had paid a bill of $350 for horses rented at Socorro
by W. C. Moore, James Courtright, and Jim Fointaney for transportation to the American Valley a few days before the murder of Alexis
Grossetete and Robert EIsinger. Moore and Courtright were among
those indicted for the slaying. Catron learned of the conspiracy and
squelched it with threat of a suit. Catron freely admitted paying a bill
to the livery stable, but explained that this payment was made to settle
the American Valley Company's bills long after the debt was incurred. 10
Casey prevailed, however. His whispering campaign on the streets of
Las Cruces, insinuating that Catron was implicated in the murders,
was important in Catron's defeat in the following election.
The innuendo lives on in legend. For example, one version told
to the author maintains that a certain party was in a Magdalena hotel
room and overheard Catron in an adjoining room instructing the alleged murderers in their villainy. Supposedly, Catron had rented a team
and buggy from Trimble's livery stable in Albuquerque for this rendezvous and drove so hard while returning that he killed one of the
horses and had to pay for it. This tale, whose origin has been forgotten
in the process of repeated telling, overlooked the fact that Catron was
a portly gentleman who habitually traveled by train. It is unreasonable
to conclude that he would abandon his customary mode of travel and
skulk to this destination in an uncomfortable buggy. Not a shred of
evidence supports this account.
The second insinuation of Catron's involvement in assassination
involves a complex and lengthy series of political intrigues surrounding
what was contemporarily known as the Francisco Borrego murder case.
Catron's enemies used these events to link his name with murder-forhire. The immediate impetus was in 1892 with the ambush slaying of
Francisco Chavez of Santa Fe, a murder that received particular notice
in the territory because of the political prominence of the victim.
Tensions had been mounting for several years in the city and
county of Santa Fe where leaders of the Republican party had lost
political control. The popularity and influence of Romulo Martinez and
Francisco Chavez were largely responsible for the success of the Democrats. In 1885 Martinez gave up his post as Santa Fe County sheriff
when he was appointed United States marshal. Deputy Sheriff Chavez
was elevated to sheriff and became the most powerful politician in
Santa Fe County.
10. WestphalI, Catron, 163.
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The murder of Faustin Ortiz in the spring of 1890 led to a series
of slayings that culminated in the killing of Chavez. An indictment for
the murder of Ortiz was brought against Martinez, Chavez, and certain
of his deputies. The indictment was quashed on a technicality and was
unsuccessfully appealed later by the prosecution.
In the summer of 1891 Borrego shot and killed Sylvestre Gallegos
in a dispute over the position of Santa Fe coroner. Borrego, for whom
Catron was legal counsel in the ensuing trial, pleaded self-defense and
was acquitted. Meanwhile, Borrego charged that Sheriff Chavez had
beaten him over the head with a pistol while he was incarcerated for
shooting Gallegos and swore revenge.
On Sunday evening May 29, 1892, assassins ambushed and gunned
down Francisco Chavez (who had resigned as sheriff) while he was
returning to his home. The following Thursday evening Juan Pablo
Dominguez, evidently in retaliation for the slaying of Chavez, attempted to ambush Borrego. He was indecisive in attempting the homicide, however, and was killed by his intended victim. Borrego was
tried during the summer of 1893. He pleaded self-defense and was
acquitted with Catron again serving as his attorney. In January 1894,
Borrego, his brother Antonio, Lauriano Alarid, and Patricio Valencia
were arrested on suspicion of murdering Chavez. Hipolito Vigil was
killed while resisting arrest. 11
Judge Edward P. Seeds presided over a prelimiary hearing. Catron
and Charles Spiess represented the defendants while District Attorney
Jacob H. Crist, assisted by Napoleon B. Laughlin, served as prosecutors. During the hearing testimony revealed that late in 1891, Vigil
spoke to Juan Gallegos about murdering Chavez. Gallegos testified
that Vigil had promised him that Catron would give him seven hundred
dollars for killing Chavez and would defend him if trouble followed. 12
In his summation, Judge Seeds declared his disbelief that Catron had
ever offered seven hundred dollars for the killing of Chavez but said
he believed that the offer had been made to Gallegos. 13 Subsequently,
the defendants were convicted, and execution was scheduled for September 24, 1896. Catron delayed the execution by appealing to President William McKinley for a reprieve, then to the U.S. Supreme Court
for a writ of habeas corpus. These legal maneuvers failed, and the defendants were executed on April 2, 1897.
Why did Catron so staunchly defend his clients, even to the point
11. Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, January 11, 1894.
12. Ibid., January 25, 1894.
13. Ibid., February 8, 1894.
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of jeopardizing his legal career? There is no simple answer. Most obviously, having involved himself in the case, it was his duty to do so.
In addition, Catron was never one to walk away from a fight simply
because of personal inconvenience. William Keleher, who knew Catron
personally, wrote of him:
Thomas Benton Catron figuratively painted on a big canvas
with a large brush, using plenty of paint and many colors. Fearless,
able and resourceful, when he attached himself to a cause for a
client, Tom Catron's loyalty and devotion knew no limits. 14
A recent writer, Tobias Duran, sees the Borrego case differently in
his essay, "Francisco Chavez, Thomas B. Catron, and Political Violence
in Santa Fe in the 1890s." Duran presents summary conclusions only
loosely related to the body of his article. IS He states:
Not surprisingly, Victor WestphaIl~ the sympathetic biographer of
Catron, blames the violence of the "Button Gang" on "the lower
class members," on "the man on the street/, on "those of limited
privilege in social attainments," or on "the rank and file" like the
Borrego brothers and other "bad" Mexicans. 16
This author questions some of these quotations: (1) "Button Gang"
should be "Button Society"; (2) "the lower class members" does not
appear in the original; (3) "the man on the street" should be "the man
in the street"; (4) "those of limited privilege in social attainments" is
an accurate quote; (5) "the rank and file" is an accurate quote; (6) "bad"
does not occur on page 209; indeed, it does not appear in the entire
chapter except in one place as a direct quotation from another source.
More importantly, to render that word in the context of "'bad' Mexicans" is to convey a racial slur I did not intend.
Duran goes on: "Such untenable assumptions or conclusions, however, fail to grapple with more complex and appropriate questions."
He explains:
The function of the rule of law in power relationships, for
example, is such a question. These relationships are partially mediated by the logic, rules and procedures of law. Although the law,
14. William A. Keleher, The Fabulous Frontier: Twelve Neiv Mexico Items (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1962), 126.
15. Tobias Duran, "Francisco Chavez, Thomas B. Catron, and Organized Political
Violence in Santa Fe in the 1890s," New Mexico Historical Review, 59 (July 1984), 291-310.
16. Ibid., 306-7.
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like other institutions, justifies existent class and race relations, it
has an independent life, and sometimes appears to the powerful
and powerless, to uphold standards of equity based on universal,
logical criteria. In this case in the 1890s Catron and the class he
represented played power games according to established rules,
arrived at seemingly through consensus, but they made certain
their interests were protected. When they blatantly abused the
rules in order to maintain control, they risked losing the entire
game. Paradoxically, when Catron was charged with unprofessional conduct, the rules of the game were further legitimated by
the accusations against him, and the controlling forces consolidated their power to a greater extent because now "everyone knew
that all were equal under the law."
This obfuscation is difficult to interpret. It seems to say that Catron
was a scoundrel because somebody called him one. Duran then concludes:
As an example of this sophisticated use of the law, Catron went
on to become president of the New Mexico Bar Association, was
elected U.S. delegate, and, in 1913, became one of New Mexico's
first U.S. senators. I?
Duran is ungenerous. Surely, far more of Catron's abilities than his
"sophisticated use of the law" enabled him to attain these goals.
The "Dear Ben" letter in the Colfax County War also involved
Catron only in a peripheral way. On January 14, 1876, the last day of
the session, the legislature in Santa Fe passed an act attaching Colfax
County to Taos County for judicial purposes. There was much suspicion
that this action had been deliberately delayed to avoid protest. Upon
learning of the bill's passage, several gentlemen from Colfax County
telegraphed Governor Axtell requesting him to withhold his signature.
He telegraphed in reply: "Bill signed. S. B. Axtell. "18
People in Colfax County believed that the bill was not necessary
17. Ibid., 307.

18. Frank Springer, "deposition given at the request of Frank Warner Angel upon
interrogatories propounded by him," August 9, 1878, Department of Interior, Record
Group 48, National Archives, Washington, D.C. This deposition consists of thirty-two
handwritten pages of questions and answers, but Catron is mentioned on only the first
six pages. The remaining twenty-six pages deal largely with the murder of the Reverend
Franklin J. Tolby as a leading cause for troubles in Colfax County, condemnation of Axtell
for removal of Colfax County Courts to Taos County, and a brief statement concerning
the indictment of Mrs. W. R. Morley. The original affidavit is to be found in the report
and testimony in the matter of charges against Axtell by Frank Warner Angel, Department
of Interior, Record Group 48, National Archives, Washington, D.C.
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for any legitimate reason. The explanation given was that lawlessness
prevailed there and that the laws could not be enforced. Actually, there
was no more crime in Colfax County at the time than in any other
county, nor than had prevailed in Colfax County in previous years
when no such stir was created.
Frank Springer expressed a commonly shared belief in Cimarron
and its environs that the real reason for the annexation of Colfax County
to Taos County was to intimidate and punish the people who were
using indictments to search for the murderers of the Reverend Franklin
J. Tolby.19
Tolby's murder in 1875 had caused intense excitement throughout
Colfax County. Various suspects were either killed before being brought
to trial, or there was insufficient evidence to indict them.
Shortly after the bill was approved, Springer visited Governor
Axtell in Santa Fe and urged him to go to Cimarron in order to learn
the facts for himself. This meeting was followed with a courteous,
formally written invitation, but Axtell was adamant in his refusal to
comply with either request. He spoke particularly bitterly about R.
Clay Allison as an example of the type of badman he intended to see
punished or driven from the country.
Early in March 1876, Benjamin Stevens, district attorney for the
second judicial district at Las Vegas, informed Springer that he intended to visit Cimarron. Stevens kept his promise. Before coming a
few days later, he stated his intention of trying to persuade the governor to visit there also. When Stevens came to Cimarron, he was met
by a company of Ninth cavalry soldiers from Fort Union. Stevens
exhibited a telegram from the governor stating: "00 not let it be known
that I will be in Cimarron on Saturday's coach. Body guard all right."~o
Stevens indicated that the governor was, indeed, coming to Cimarron and would expect to meet those who had signed the invitation
to him. He especially mentioned that Clay Allison ought to be on hand.
Stevens's conversation was with W. R. Morley whom he urged to keep
the matter quiet as the governor did not want a crowd, desiring instead
to meet only those who had invited him.
Governor Axtell did not arrive on Saturday's coach, and it is doubtful that he ever intended to do so. The stratagem seems to have been,
rather, a plot revealed in a letter that Governor Axtell wrote to Ben
Stevens--the infamous "Dear Ben" missive-at the same time he sent
19. Springer, "Deposition."
20. Ibid.
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the telegram. The letter referred to a man that Springer later learned
was Allison and said, in part:
Have your men placed to arrest him and to kill all the men who
resist or stand with those who do resist you. Our man signed the
invitation with others who were at the meeting for me to visit
Colfax[:] Porter, Morley, Springer, et ai. Now if they expect me
Saturday they will be on hand. Send me letters by messenger and
do not hesitate at extreme measures. Your honor is at stake now,
and a failure is fataJ.21
How Springer came into possession of this "Dear Ben" letter, and
others equally incriminating, remains a mystery. Recently, however,
Norman Cleaveland deduced the almost certain chain of events that
brought these letters to Springer's attention. The key to this deduction
is a reward notice dated April 5, 1878, signed by Catron. This notice
appeared in the April 13, 1878, issue of the Las Vegas Gazette and offered
$150 for the return of a trunk believed to have been lost on the evening
of April 3 somewhere between Cimarron and Las Vegas. 22
In fact, the trunk was stolen by Manly M. Chase, a prominent
Colfax County rancher, and two of his cowboys. They removed it from
the stage coach enroute from Cimarron to Las Vegas. 23 In arriving at
this conclusion, Cleaveland used information supplied by Audrey and
Frank Alpers of Raton, who had records available to them from the
descendants of Chase. Chase was a close friend of W. R. Morley during
the 1870s. Chase and Ira Gale learned of the contents of Catron's trunk
when they were seeking clues to the murder of the Reverend Tolby.
They were aware that Catron visited Cimarron while Ben Stevens was
on his deathbed (he died the same month) and suspected that Catron
was there to gather Stevens' files. Stories in the Chase family indicate
that "Catron subsequently and unsuccessfully approached Mrs. Chase
for the return of the trunk. Later, Chase's office was burned." Eventually, Governor Axtell charged that the "Dear Ben" letter had been
stolen, to which Springer cleverly replied by denying that any moral
turpitude was involved. Apparently, he implied that fighting fire with
fire was not moral turpitude. In fact, the trunk turned up missing on
April 3, 1878, and the following day, Springer first wrote to Axtell
21. Ibid.
22. Norman Cleaveland, An Introduction to the Colfax County War, 1875-78 (N.p.:
n.p., 1975),46. This reward notice was reproduced earlier in Keleher, Fabulous Frontier,
123-24, but its true significance seems to be unrecognized.
23. Cleaveland, The Great Santa Fe Coverup (N.p.: n.p., 1982), 12.
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about the letter it had contained. The timing indicated Springer must
have been motivated by possession of the "Dear Ben" letter from Catron's trunk. 24
As it worked out, Morley and the others mentioned by Governor
Axtell became suspicious, so they were not on hand to meet the coach
at Cimarron. Axtell's scheme ended in failure, and the tell-tale missive
carne back to haunt him when it was used in the political feuding of
the day.
H. M. Porter, referred to in the "Dear Ben" letter, was the leading
banker and merchant in the county. He was influential there and was
a strong opponent of Axtell's administration, as were Morley and Springer. The latter two were owners of the Cimarron News and Press, which
vigorously attacked all parties connected with the removal of the court
from Colfax County to Taos County. The commander of the troops,
Captain F. Moore, revealed that the person alluded to as "our man"
was Allison, well known for his courage and determined character,
and for facing the legal consequences of his actions.
As a signer of the invitation to Governor Axtell, there is little doubt
that Allison would have treated the governor courteously. But Allison
was a Southerner as well as a man of strong impulse and quick temper,
and he was prompt to resent any indignity. Undoubtedly he would
have resisted had he found himself confronted by the black soldiers
of the Ninth Cavalry trying to arrest him when he carne to meet the
coach upon the invitation of the governor. In that case, not only he
but those who stood with him might have been killed, including Porter,
Morley, and Springer. 2s
Some writers indicate that in this embroilment between Governor
Axtell and the people of Cimarron and its environs Axtell was a mere
tool of the Santa Fe Ring. Howard Roberts Lamar in The Far Southwest
presents a brief discussion of the troubles in Colfax County and continues: "It was not long, however, before the Santa Fe Ring recognized
in Axtell an exceptionally able man and useful official. "26
This view should be examined objectively. Springer, whose deposition to Frank Warner Angel provides the basis for much of the
foregoing account, is recognized as the ablest and most impartial observer of events in that strife-torn community. If reliance is to be placed
on his account, it should not be done selectively.
24.
25.
26.
Haven:

Cleaveland, Colfax County War, 45-46.
Springer, "Deposition."
Howard Roberts Lamar, The Far Southwest, 1846-1912: A Territorial History (New
Yale University Press, 1966), 154.
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Springer made clear that he had no sympathy for what he described as the "so-called" Santa Fe Ring; still, he placed the feud with
Axtell on a very personal basis. Those who would make the Santa Fe
Ring the overwhelming influence in matters extending even to murderous intrigue overlook Axtell's self-righteous and stubborn nature.
Time after time he carried his personal animosities to the point of
foolhardiness.
There appears to have been no legitimate reason for Governor
Axtell to refuse the request of the people to have the courts returned
to Colfax County. This refusal was primarily a personal matter between
Axtell and a few persons in the Cimarron area. Most notable among
these were Springer and Allison. Springer simply would not bend to
the governor's will; Allison also was a popular figure whom Axtell
could not control either with force or cajolery.
It would be too easy to assign to the legendary Allison a crucial
role in the vendetta, thus enhancing his celebrated career. The fact
remains, however, that by doing what he thought right, he became a
festering thorn in Axtell's prideful consciousness. Here was an unpretentious country person with only local influence who repeatedly stopped
the powerful territorial governor in his tracks. These actions were simply more than the proud and stubborn Axtell could bear. Much of his
animosity toward the people of Colfax County was determined by his
inability to bring Allison to heel by either compulsion or wheedling.
In the estimation of the Republican Party that Axtell favored, Allison had been a good citizen until he acted against it on account of
the Tolby murder. Thus, Allison's career emerges as more than that of
a simple-minded rancher who happened to be particularly adept with
guns. Springer repeatedly pointed out his crucial role. While no apologist for Allison, whom he admitted had done wrong under the influence of liquor, Springer noted that a great deal of the trouble was
Axtell's insistence on "throwing stones" at Allison.
In another incident, ramifications of a penitentiary poison plot
were attributed deliberately and specifically to Catron. Early in 1899,
W. H. Garner was a prisoner in the Santa Fe penitentiary. While there
he made an affidavit claiming that Catron had hired him to poison the
food to be served at a banquet for leading Democrats including the
governor, district attorney, prison warden, and the mayor of Santa Fe.
Catron was a lawyer and admittedly a shrewd schemer, but he
was also a sensible man. The Los Angeles Times pointed out that for
Catron to sign a contract with a felon for the slaughter of half a dozen
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men with poison at so much per head was too fantastic a figure to be
seriously considered. 27
The report of the grand jury investigating the matter thoroughly
vindicated Catron, but failed to bring an indictment against Garner
because he was considered to be of unsound mind. The reason for this
failure to bring an indictment was suppressed in the Democratically
controlled Santa Fe New Mexican. Thus, while the report vindicated
Catron, a doubt was left in the reader's mind because no indictment
was found. This doubt is a part of the adverse oral tradition that has
survived to our time.
In light of the foregoing it would seem that the question that Hal
Rhodes asked would have to be answered negatively. That he should
even ask seriously if Catron used assassination as a political tool is a
remarkable comlllentary on the efficacy of oral communication to build
sand castles in the minds of a receptive but misguided element of
society.
Admittedly, Catron was a ruthless frontier politician, lawyer, and
businessman who used his power with guile and who would run roughshod over opponents to fight fire with fire. Long-standing adverse
public opinion concerning him presents some difficulty in drawing his
true image from the shadows surrounding his life. By selective utilization of the ample source material available, it might be possible to
obscure truth by the sheer weight of favorable documentary evidence.
More probably, however, documentation is the stronger instrument for
testing veracity.
Unfortunately for the accuracy of historical writing, in 1888 most
of Catron's correspondence was destroyed when his office burned. His
papers from that date until his death in 1921 are largely intact. They
bear out little of the traducement promulgated by his political enemies.
Some detractors have credited him with being too smart to be caught
and accuse him of destroying incriminating evidence. This possibility
is unlikely because his affairs were so complicated that it was hard
enough to keep them orderly, let alone keep a crooked record straight.
Then too, he was ~n inveterate collector who never intentionally destroyed any records. Most of his correspondence is numbered and
indexed chronologically and shows no evidence of selective deletion
.of items detrimental to him. He tended to disregard his detractors.
Well he might, for details of his life were so complex that it would have
been difficult for him to do otherwise.
27. Westphall, Catron, 285.

CUSTER REDUX
Custer's Chief of Scouts
The Reminiscences of CherrIes A.verrnum
Edited by John M. carroll
One of the few to emerge from the Ut1fe Big Hom
debacle untainted by controversy. Charles A. Vamum
relives in this classic volume all that can be seen and
heard in the smoke and swirl of the battle. 194 pages,
foreword, introduction, appendixes, index, 7 b&w
illustrations. $6.95 paper

I Fought with Custer
The Story of Sgt. Windolph, Last Survivor
of the Battle of the little Big Hom
As told to Frazier cmd Robert Hunt
Foreword by Neil Magnum
'In no book of comparable size can the reader get a
better understanding of what happened that red Sabbath on the Uttle Bigham, and how, and why:- The
New York Times. 252 pages, foreword, preface, bibliography, index, 4 maps, 26 b&w illustrations. $6.95 paper

California Joe
Noted Scout cmd Indicm Fighter
By Joe E. Milner cmd Ecrrle R. Forrest
Foreword by Joseph G. Rosa
'A very interesfing narrafiive of the development of
events in the West and Northwest.'- The New· Yak
Times. George Armstrong Custer was fascinated by this
colorful and mysterious character and made him his
chief of scouts during the Washita campaign. 404
pages, foreword, preface, Introductions, bibliography,
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Yet Another Bandelier Story:
A Research Note
ELIZABETH M. LANGE, CHARLES H. LANGE,
AND CARROLL L. RILEY

In the late summer of 1980, we were nearing the end of our project of
more than twenty years editing and annotating the four volumes of
The Southwestern Journals of Adolph F. Bandelier. We had come to believe
that we had gained a familiarity with details regarding Adolph Bandelier's life that would allow for few additional surprises. Subsequently, it was demonstrated all over again that this feeling was premature
and no more than an illusion.
In September 1980, the Langes visited "The Gilded Age" exhibit
at the Museum of New Mexico, Santa Fe. The entire exhibit proved to
be very interesting; we were particularly intrigued in finding a bust
of Adolph F. Bandelier displayed along with other bits of Bandelieriana.
From our years of research on the Southwestern Journals of Bandelier, we could recall no mention, either by Bandelier or by anyone
Elizabeth M. Lange, co-editor of The Southwestern Journals of Adolph F. Bandelier, died
in Albuquerque, April 15, 1986. She took the lead in preparing this paper. Charles H.
Lange, co-editor of The Southwestern Journals of Adolph F. Bandelier, retired from the Department of Anthropology, Northern Illinois University, in 1980 and now lives in Santa
Fe, New Mexico. Carroll L. Riley, co-editor of The Southwestern Journals of Adolph F.
Bandelier, retired from the Department of Anthropology, Southern Illinois UniversityCarbondale, in 1987 and now lives in Las Vegas, New Mexico. The three co-editors of
the journals have subsequently been writing a biography of Bandelier, to have been
completed by the end of 1987.
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else, of such a bust. Our inquiries concerning the bust in conversations
with several museum staff members brought no satisfaction---,a fact
that only served to increase our interest.
Occupied with the completion of the final volume of Bandelier's
Southwestern Journals, we merely made a mental note of the bust's
existence and turned our attention to more urgent matters. We did
mention the matter from time to time but did not succeed in learning
anything further about it.
In attempting to clarify a point relevant to the biographical sketch
of Bandelier to be included in the fourth volume of the Southwestern
Journals, we began to re-read the entries for the post-southwestern
years and especially those for the years when the Bandeliers were living
in New York City following their return from South America in September 1903.
In so doing, much to our surprise and delight, there were the
following comments in the entry of January 23, 1906: "Went down,
with Fanny [Bandelier's wife], to Borglum in the forenoon.-Spent a
very pleasant time. Bust progressing very well." Subsequent entries
contained additional mentions: February 6, 1906: "bust seems to become very good." March 31, 1906: "Went to Borglum, the bust is progressing finely." And on April 24, 1906, Bandelier went to Borglum and
posed. Borglum's name was mentioned in other entries of 1906 and
the first half of 1907, but there was nothing regarding the bust in any
of these comments.
The name of Gutzon Borglum was, of course, long familiar to us
from his panoramic, outdoor sculptures at Stone Mountain, Georgia,
and Mount Rushmore, South Dakota. We then read a bit on Borglum,
hoping for a possible mention of Bandelier. This proved to be futile
and resulted in a further complication-namely, there had been two
Borglums-brothers, Gutzon (1871-1941) and Solon (1868-1922), and
they were both sculptors. Now we had a new problem: which of the
Borglum brothers had done the bust of Bandelier?
Gutzon Borglum had come to New York City in 1904 and seemed
a likely prospect for having interacted with Bandelier. But we could
not be certain of this. Knowing that Riley would soon be back in Santa
Fe to wind up our editing of the fourth volume of Bandelier's Southwestern Journals, we waited for his arrival before going to look more
closely at the bust (the "Gilded Age" exhibit having been dismantled
in the meantime and the components returned to museum storage).
In our examination of the bust, "G. Borglum" was found cut into the
SCUlpture at the base of the neckline. The mystery had finally been
solved.

LANGE, LANGE, AND RILEY

Sculpture of Adolph Bandelier. Courtesy Museum of New Mexico.
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In reporting our findings to the Museum of New Mexico administrators; further questions were raised: had there beenadditional copies, and had castings been made from the original sculpture? The
specimen in possession of the Museum of New Mexico was simply of
plaster of Paris and it had been painted a flat black. Never having met
Bandelier in person, we could not be certain, but the bust appeared
to be something less than life size. A further question had to do with
how the bust had corne into the possession of the Museum of New
Mexico. The museum acquisition card was no help-it simply recorded
the fact of its being a bust of Bandelier.
In research on the later years of Bandelier's career for the more
popular biography of this most fascinating person that we are in the
process of writing, Riley visited the American Museum of Natural
History in New York and the office of the Hispanic Society of America,
also in New York, in the spring of 1984. At the latter institution, he
found in the files a brief letter from Fanny R. Bandelier. This was written
from Nashville, Tennessee, shortly before her d~ath, and was seemingly a response to an inquiry from the Society concerning the bust.
Fanny's letter read in part:
In answer to your favor of June 13th I beg to state that my
husband's bust was started by our friend Gutzon Borglum around
the end of 1905 and finished some time in the early part of the
following year-l don't remember the exact date off-hand. I might
find it in my records perhaps.
I don't know of any copies in bronze. I am sure Mr. Borglum
could tell you.
In Fanny Bandelier's will, dated March 27, 1933, at Nashville,
Tennessee, a paragraph near the bottom of page one contained this
provision:
All pictures of my late husband, and myself, his bust, his
books (written by him), and his and my personal documents, I
bequeath to the Research Library of Anthropology (Museum) at
Santa Fe, New Mexico.
Suggestions that casts of more durable material be made from the
plaster bust have been weighed against the possibility of damage to
the original. At the moment, the decision of the Museum of New
Mexico rests on the point of view that this specimen from a time very
early in the career of Gutzon Borglum is of greater value than the fact
that the subject was Adolph F. Bandelier. At least there is now a bit
more known about this most interesting piece of Bandelieriana.

Marc Simmons' Santa Fe Trail:
A Review Essay
DAVID DARY

Anyone familiar with recently published books concerning the Santa
Fe Trail knows the name Marc Simmons. Since 1984, he has authored
four published books-one with photographer Joan Myers-dealing
with the trail. He also has become closely associated with efforts to
preserve, protect, and promote the trail, and is currently president of
the newly formed Santa Fe Trail Association, a non-profit organization.
Through his published efforts, he is giving new life to the histor"y of
the trail with a modern perspective.
Simmons' love affair with the Southwest, and in turn the Santa Fe
Trail, goes back to his youth when, as he recalled, "1 started reading
and collecting books on the area, and later, after delving deeply into
primary historical sources, I began writing my own books and teaching."1
'
Born in 1937, Simmons received an undergraduate degree in Latin
American Studies from the University of Texas, Austin, in 1958. Two
years later he received his master's degree in Inter-American Affairs
David Dary is professor of journalism in the William Allen White School of Journalism and Mass Communications in the University of Kansas and author of the awardwinning Cowboy Culture (1981) and Entrepreneurs of the Old West (1986).
1. Joan Myers and Marc Simmons, Along the Santa Fe Trail (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1986), xvii.
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(another name for Latin American Studies) from the University of New
Mexico, where in 1965 he was awarded a Ph.D. in history. Two years
before he completed his doctorate, Simmons purchased one hundred
fifty acres four miles from Cerrillos, about twenty miles southwest of
Santa Fe. When not working on his doctorate, he constructed a small
adobe house on his property located in what is called "the Little Garden
of the Gods," sandy, red-rock country in a region well-known for mining. Nearby are turquoise, lead, and gold mines. 2
"Its dirt floor and lack of modern conveniences gave meaning to
the definition of 'roughing it,' but the hardships I considered minor,
especially since the lack of twentieth-century encumbrances allowed
me to live economically and work, in isolation, uninterrupted," wrote
Simmons in 1986. 3
His Spanish-style adobe house cost $127 to build in 1963, and for
ten years it was his home, but it lacked modern conveniences. He
hauled water from Cerrillos and gathered juniper and pinon wood to
burn in his fireplace. During the years that followed, Simmons constructed a small libary (now a guest house), a large adobe house where
he now lives, and a much larger library to house his many books,
research documents, and an office. His home today resembles a Spanish-style compound of scattered adobe buildings. Although Simmons
drilled a water well in 1985 and now does not have to haul water from
Cerrillos, he still does not have electricity and the modern convenIences
it brings, nor does he have indoor plumbing: He relies on fireplaces
and wood stoves for heating. When he is home and not spending time
conducting research in a library at Santa Fe or Albuquerque or at the
site of some historic event, he relies on a post office mailbox in Cerrillos
as his link to the modern world. 4
"Friends [have] accused me of wanting to turn back the clock, a
charge I have consistently denied," wrote Simmons in 1986. "I entertain
no desire to experience the Indian raids, smallpox epidemics, and poverty of books that characterized life on the southwestern frontier. But
while I may not wish to ~ee the clock turned back, I don't mind winding'
it up again. That is to say, a vicarious retreat into the past in search of
what is interesting, useful, and entertaining I find a perfectly acceptable
activity, even when practically everyone is stretching his neck toward
the future and the far horizon of the Computer Age."s
2,
3,
4.
5.

Interview with Marc Simmons,
Myers and Simmons, Along the
Interview with Marc Simmons,
Myers and Simmons, Along the

November 10, 1987,
Santa Fe Trail, xvii,
November 10, 1987,
Santa Fe Trail, xvii.
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On the Santa Fe Trail. Edited by Marc
Simmons. (Lawrence: University
Press of Kansas, 1986. ix + 149 pp.
Illustrations, map, appendixes,
notes, bibliography, index. $19.95
cloth, $7.95 paper.)
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Following the Santa Fe Trail: A Guide
for Modern Travelers. By Marc Simmons. (Santa Fe: Ancient City Press,
1986. xvii + 214 pp. Illustrations,
maps, appendixes, index. $22.95
cloth, $10.95 paper.)

After receiving his doctorate in 1965, he spent two years teaching
at the University of New Mexico, Colorado College in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, and working for the Peace Corps in Santa Fe. In 1968, he
went back to school and graduated from the North Texas Farrier School
in Mineral Wells, Texas. Returning to Cerrillos, he earned his living
from shoeing horses in northern New Mexico, and writing. "I'm not
sure I could ever hold a regular job. I've never had an eight-to-five
job." And Simmons has never married. "I've come close a couple of
times, but finding a woman who wants tolive as primitive a life as I
do, well, such a woman is hard to find," he added. 6
Although Simmons had explored portions of the Santa Fe Trail in
New Mexico as a young man, it was not until 1978 that he made his
first trip over the trail on assignment for the National Geographic Society.
He contributed a chapter on the Santa Fe Trail in the society's book
titled Trails West, published in 1979. By then, he already had published
privately a seven-page pamphlet titled Opening the Santa Fe Trail (1971)
6. Interview with Marc Simmons, June 1986.
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Along the Santa Fe Trail. By Joan Myers
and Marc Simmons. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press,
1986. xxi + 184 pp. Illustrations,
map, bibliography. $39.95 cloth,
$19.95 paper.)
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Murder on the Santa Fe Trail: An International Incident, 1843. By Marc
Simmons. (El Paso: Texas Western
Press, 1987. xviii + 92 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
$15.00.)

to coincide with the 150th anniversary of the opening of the trail. This
now scarce pamphlet recalls the circumstances that led to the founding
of the trail and details of the opening of the trail by Missouri trader
William Becknell. 7 He also had written the Santa Fe Trail entry in The
Reader's Encyclopedia of the American West, edited by Howard R. Lamar
and published in 1977. 8
Between 1978 and 1984, Simmons made five or six round trips
over the trail between New Mexico and Missouri. Each round trip took
two to three weeks, and he sometimes camped on the trail. His trips
led to his Following the Santa Fe Trail: A Guide for Modern Travelers first
published in Santa Fe in 1984. He made one or two more round trips
over the trail and then revised his guide and included new maps and
illustrations. The second edition was published in 1986. This book
7. Marc Simmons, Opening the Santa Fe Trail (Cerrillos, New Mexico: Galisteo Press,
1971).
8. Marc Simmons, "Santa Fe, New Mexico" and "Santa Fe and Chihuahua Trail,"
in Howard R. Lamar, ed., Reader's Encyclopedia of the American West (New York: Thomas
Y. Crowell Co., 1977), 1082-84, 1084-85.
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provides the reader with an up-to-date guide to the trail and its history
using modern highways and other landmarks, and Simmons' introduction provides much background relating to existing markers and
monuments, where trail ruts may still be seen, and advice for the
modern traveler wishing to follow the route of the trail. The book has
since filled a great need and has renewed interest in the trail. 9
Two previous gUides-Margaret Long's The Santa Fe Trail (1954)
and Hobart E. Stocking's The Road to Santa Fe (1971)-filled the void in
their days, but they are not as current nor as complete as Simmons'
1986 guide. lO
Simmons' next published work was Along the Santa Fe Trail (1986)
in which he teamed up with Santa Fe photographer Joan Myers to
produce two personal, contemporary views of the trail. Myers' photographs depict not only landmarks but the vast open space traversed
by the trail. Simmons' word picture recalls original accounts of those
who traveled the trail taken from journals, diaries, and early newspapers and reflects his own experiences following the trail in modern
times. 11
The same year that Along the Santa Fe Trail was published by the
University of New Mexico Press, the University Press of Kansas published Simmons' On the Santa Fe Trail, a collection of twelve contemporary narratives and reports relating to the active days of the trail
9. Marc Simmons, Following the Santa Fe Trail: A Guide for Modern Travelers (Santa Fe:
Ancient City Press, 1984). This 215-page first edition uses as a cover illustration a painting
titled "The Santa Fe Trail" by Frank Tenney Johnson. The revised and enlarged second
edition with 214 pages was published in 1986 by the same publisher with a different
cover illustration depicting wagons traversing the Santa Fe Trail. The second edition
contains additional maps and illustrations, corrections, and additional material not in
the first edition.
10. Margaret Long, The Santa Fe Trail: Following the Old Historic Trails of the Modern
Highways (Denver: W. H. Kistler Stationery Company, 1954), is a 281-page guide that
includes careful mileage readings over the route from Westport, Missouri, to Santa Fe.
Separate logs for side trips on variant routes are also given. This guide includes the texts
of many of the granite markers placed along the trail by the Daughters of the American
Revolution, a list of New Mexico stage stations, and the logs of many early travelers
over the trail. Unfortunately, the guide was produced before the Interstate Highway
system was completed and many secondary highways were rerouted and renumbered.
Hobert E. Stocking's The Road to Santa Fe (New York: Hastings House, 1971) was prepared
by a geologist and trail buff. Unfortunately the road directions lack clarity for the reader,
and the work does not mention some important points along the trail. It is much better
for the geology of the trail and historical information. Both works are out of print.
11. Simmons and Myers, Along the Santa Fe Trail. Photographs are by Myers; an
essay by Simmons. This work is the combination of two personal, contemporary views
of the trail. Simmons' narrative text, pages 3-87, reflects his personal travels of the trail.
His preface, pages xvii-xxi, tells of Simmons' early involvement in trail history.
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including Manuel Alvarez's 1842 report, James M. Fugate's 1853 adventures, and excerpts from David Kellogg's diary of 1858. Although
these narratives and reports are individually available in some libraries,
Simmons' published collection puts them between two covers and makes
them easily accessible to scholars, trail buffs, and others. 12
Simmons' most recent published work concerning the trail was his
full-length account of the robbery and murder of Mexican trader Don
Antonio Jose Chavez and his Missouri-bound party in 1843. Murder on
the Santa Fe Trail: An International Incident, 1843 was published in 1987
after winning the 1986 C. L. Sonnichsen Book Award offered by Texas
Western Press at the University of Texas at EI Paso. 13 Simmon's research
into the incident uncovered much previously unpublished material and
cleared up many questions about Chavez's death.
He had completed Murder on the Santa Fe Trail when he suffered
near-fatal multiple injuries in a head-on automobile accident on November 14, 1986, near Golden, New Mexico. He underwent four major
operations and remained hospitalized in Albuquerque until early February 1987, when he moved into an apartment near the hospital to
continue physical therapy as an outpatient. He has since returned to
his rustic home near Cerrillos to resume his writing and research about
the Santa Fe Trail and southwestern history. 14
Simmons continues to find what is interesting, useful, and entertaining in southwestern history. His writing is clear and crisp. His
research is solid, reflecting the work of a true scholar. His recent contributions have focused new attention on the historic significance of
the trail and generated broad interest among the public and scholars
alike. He also has demonstrated that the history of the trail remains a
fascinating field for research. He has taken full advantage of the fine
bibliographical contribution to trail history produced by Jack D. Rittenhouse titled The Santa Fe Trail: A Historical Bibliography (1971), which
describes 350 books, 250 articles froni. scholarly journals, and more
12. Marc Simmons, ed., On the Santa Fe Trail (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas,
1986). This work contains a dozen contemporary narratives and reports covering the
years 1842 through 1867. Two appendixes are included, one a table of major place names
between Independence and Santa Fe via the Cimarron Cut-off, the other a list of the
major campsites and landmarks on the Bent's Fort, or Mountain Branch, of the trail.
The book was published in cloth and paper.
13. Marc Simmons, Murder on the Santa Fe Trail: An International Incident, 1843 (EI
Paso: Texas Western Press, 1987).
14. Wagon Tracks: Santa Fe Trail Council Newsletter 1 (No.2, 1987), 1. A front page
story in this ten-page newsletter provides details of Simmons' accident, injuries, and
treatment. The newsletter's editor is Leo E. Oliva, RR 1, Box 31, Woodston, Kansas
67675.
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than 100 Congressional documents. It is a good starting point for anyone wishing to join Simmons in pursuing the history of the trail, a
history that is closely tied to the early histories of Missouri, Kansas,
Oklahoma, Colorado, and New Mexico. 15
As a historian and writer, Sim';"ons is still quite interested in other
aspects of southwestern history. He continues to produce monographs
and articles for scholarly journals, magazines, and newspapers on topics other than the trail, and he is completing a history of Hispanic
agriculture in New Mexico. But Marc Simmons is rapidly carving a
nitch for himself as the leading modern authority on the Santa Fe Trail.

15. Jack D. Rittenhouse, The Santa Fe Trail: A Historical Bibliography (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1971). This 271-page work includes a 27-page introduction by Rittenhouse that provides the reader with a fine thumbnail sketch of Santa
Fe Trail history. This work has since been reprinted. It is an invaluable reference to
literature of the trail. An excellent index is included.
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American Frontier and Western Issues: A Historiographical Review. Edited by Roger
+ 303 pp.
Notes, index. $35.00.)

L. Nichols. (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1986. viii

The subject of this book is the history and historiography of the American
West and frontier. Editor Roger L. Nichols and twelve other specialists survey
major currents of recent scholarly thought in each of their respective fields.
Nichols explains in his introduction that the volume is intended to complement
the recently published Historians and the American West (1983), edited by Michael
P. Malone. Indeed, the goal of each book is much the same-an appraisal of
the state of the art of historical writing on a variety of subjects.
Nichols and his co-authors faced a formidable task, for each essay in
Malone's book is well-crafted and informative, offering an in-depth analysis
of recent literature. Nonetheless, Nichols and his co-authors have succeeded
brilliantly; their collected essays make an excellent companion volume to Malone's. Even though topics of several chapters in the two books are the same
or similar (for example, mining, transportation, women, Indians, ethnic groups,
urbanization, farmers and stockmen), the essays in American Frontier and Western Issues offer different perspectives and expand on themes slighted or ignored
in Historians and the American West. Moreover, several essays in Nichols' volume
cover recent historical writing on the frontier experience east of the ninetyeighth meridian, a topic outside the regional framework of Malone's book.
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The most rewarding essays in Nichols' book focus on subjects not covered
in Malone's or offer totally different perspectives. The lead essay, "The Environment and the Frontier" by John Opie, is a case in point. Though environmental issues are not ignored in Malone's book, Opie provides an intriguing
look at the long history of an environmental approach to American expansion.
John D. Haeger's "Economic Development of the American West" is also noteworthy, for it examines the field of economic history and the theories its
practitioners use to explain the process of economic growth. In "Frontier Social
History," Anne M. Butler presents a thought-provoking discussion of the
emergence of social history and its quest for intellectual structure. In "Foreign
Affairs and Expansion," Robert D. Schulzinger stresses the importance of examining U.S. expansion in the context of an interdependent world system. Jo
Tice Bloom's "Territorial Government" and Paul A. Hutton's "Frontier Army"
provide excellent analyses of topics given only limited attention in Malone's
volume. Although two chapters in Malone's book are devoted to American
Indian history, Roger Nichols' "Historians and Indians" offers a different way
to categorize scholarly materials about Native Americans, giving special attention to the ethnohistorical approach, which, according to Nichols, offers
"the most hope for future scholarship."
As one would expect, many of the books and articles discussed in Malone's
volume are also covered in the volume under review. But despite some repetition, students and specialists alike will find both books indispensable for
understanding recent developments in the writing of frontier and western
history.
Darlis A. Miller
New Mexico State University

Atlas of the North American Indian. By Carl Waldman and Molly Braun. (New
York: Facts on File Publications, 1985. xi + 276 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)
This ambitious effort to provide a comprehensive atlas on North American
Indians was authored by Carl Waldman, a former New York State Historical
Association archivist and novelist, and his wife Molly Braun, a former realproperty cartographer. The atlas is divided into sections dealing with paleoIndians, pre-contact Indian civilizations, ethnographic studies, historical contacts and wars, land sessions, and contemporary Indians. More than one hundred two-color maps are included with the text. Appendixes provide a North
American Indian historical chronology, a list of U.S. and Canadian Indian
tribes, lists of reservations in the United States and bands in Canada, major
Indian place names in the United States and Canada, and historical and archaeological institutions and sites in the United States and Canada.
The author states at the outset that the book is intended to provide an
overview of knowledge on North American Indians. He credits important
scholars such as Frederick W. Hodge, John R. Swanton, and Alvin M. Josephy,

BOOK REVIEWS

73

Jr., in his introduction, and others in his brief bibliography. In a work like this,
to the extent that the author has accurately mirrored his scholarly sources, the
content can be successful. However, an author who is not expert in the field
addressed can fall prey to oversimplification, false generalization, unguided
assumptions, and inaccuracy. Given the author's credentials and intent, the
lack of notes or an extended bibliography in this volume makes its use difficult
for the scholar.
E. Richard Hart
Institute of the NorthAmerican West, Albuquerque

Ancient Texans: Rock Art and Llfeways Along the Lower Pecos. By Harry J. Shafer.
(Austin: Texas Monthly Press, 1987. xiv + 247 pp. Illustrations, charts, maps,
bibliography, index. $35.00.)
The arts are an important component of all cultures regardless of time
and place. As in our own society, visual expression had and still has a number
of important functions among non-literate people, and the ancient inhabitants
of the Lower Pecos River in Texas were no exception. In addition to hunting,
gathering, foraging, and camp life where a variety of activities took place,
these hunter-gatherers painted-they decorated their rock shelters with images
from a complex ideology and visions by means of which they related to their
world. Ritual and ceremony may have been the context in which these paintings were made.
To place this art in the broader context of the Lower Pecos lifeways is a
central theme of Ancient Texans. This volume is part of a project initiated fifty
years ago by the Witte Museum to in.te~pret the region's material culture and
lifeways. Aimed at a popular audience, this easy-to-read and informative book
is grounded in the latest archaeological research, and it brings together the
work of many scholars and artists. In addition to the integrative text by Harry
Shafer, special essays are included by eight other contributors-Vaughn M.
Bryant, Jr., Thomas R. Hester, Solveig A. Turpin, Terence Grieder, Mark L.
Parsons, Megan Biesele, Richard G. Gould, and Peter T. Furst.
The book begins with a fictionalized account of life on the Lower Pecos
around A.D. 200. This chapter is accompanied by George Strickland's paintings
and sensitive sepia wash renderings reconstructing scenes from daily life and
items of material culture. These illustrations are works of art in themselves.
Subsequent chapters describe environmental history, cultural sequence over
nine thousand years, and details of daily life in the canyons based on the
archaeological record. The chapter on the arts focuses on the Pecos River Style
paintings, but several other rock art styles, painted pebbles, and figurines are
discussed as well. The contextual information provided by the archaeology is
supplemented by descriptions in the final chapters of lifeways and rock art of
surviving hunter-gatherers in South Africa and Australia. In the final chapter
on shamanism, Furst addresses the essence of the Pecos River Style paintings,
even though the particulars are lost in time. He suggests that mythic events,
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records of ecstatic experiences, and spirit journeys probably comprise the substance of this complex imagery.
Jim Zintgraff's photographs, which capture the fine details and brilliance
of the rock paintings, were the original impetus for the book, and the rock
paintings themselves are among the most spectacular and expressive in North
America. The volume also includes many excellent photographs of the regional
landscape and of cave artifacts. All of this visual material has been handled
to the best advantage in the book design. Space is not spared, and full-page
layouts contribute to the volume's attractiveness.
The chart on pages 172-175 compares Pecos River art in time with art
throughout the world. It would have been appropriate to have placed the
Pecos River Style in its broader artistic context within the Greater Southwest,
acknowledging that these paintings are not the only expression of western
archaic rock art. The area includes several other outstanding hunter-gatherer
rock art traditions, some of which, like the Pecos River Style, are dominated
by large shamanic or supernatural figures.
There are a few notable errors. Noel Morss's name is consistently misspelled as "Morse." The photograph in Gould's essay that purports to illustrate
an Australian rock painting is actually a portion of a well-known Chumash
rock painting from Ventureno, California. The Chumash painting first referenced on page 223 is not part of the Painted Cave at San Marcos Pass as
indicated. These, however, are minor problems. This beautifully produced
book makes the prehistory of the Lower Pecos region understandable in human
terms. It is written with an appreciation for the "Ancient Texans." If the Pecos
River paintings extinguished the boundaries between several worlds for the
painters, today they help erase the boundaries between ourselves and the
prehistoric people of these canyons.
Polly Schaafsma
Santa Fe

American Indian and Alaska Native Newspapers and Periodicals, 1925-1970. Edited
by Daniel F. Littlefield, Jr., and James W. Parins. (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1986. xxiv + 553 pp. Appendixes, notes, index. $65.00.)
Daniel F. Littlefield, Jr., and James W. Parins, both professors of English
at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock, have compiled a useful and readable guide to American Indian and Alaska native newspapers and periodicals
from 1925 through 1970. They published a similar guide previously dealing
with the period from 1826 through 1924. Over thirty contributors have supplied
entries to the latest volume.
The guide is extremely usable. The editors have arranged the titles and
variant titles alphabetically. Contributors provided a narrative history of the
newspapers and periodicals, including whenever possible their founding, demise, editors, content, and party, organizational, or tribal affiliation. Concluding each entry is information regarding bibliographical materials, index sources,
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and location sources. Finally, two appendixes list titles chronologically, then
by location.
An informative introduction to the book traces trends and changes in
contemporary American Indian and Alaska native newspapers and periodicals
from 1925 through 1970. For example, publications sponsored by government
agencies and missionaries declined. In addition, the tone of non-Indian financed publications became less patronizing. Moreover, the number of newspapers and periodicals established by Indians and Alaska natives increased
and became more vocal on Indian conditions and needs. By 1970, American
. Indian and Alaska native newspapers and periodicals expressed in their columns the rising demands of American natives-nationalism and self-determination.
The book is a valuable reference tool. Academic libraries should include
it in their holdings.
Raymond Wilson
Fort Hays State University

Creeks and Seminoles: Destruction and Regeneration of the Muscogulge People. By J.
Leitch Wright, Jr. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1986. xv + 383 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $28.95.)
In her new book, The Legacy of Conquest: The Unbroken Past of the American
West, Patricia Nelson Limerick begins Chapter One by stating, "When academic
territories were parceled out in the early twentieth century, anthropologists
got the tellers of tales and history gotthe keepers of written records." Limerick
contends that this initiated the bifurcation of western (and by extension Indian)
history between scholars of culture and students of policy and institutions.
The results of this phenomenon are seen most clearly in the writing on
American Indians. Yet some students have turned recently to ethnohistory to
broaden their vision. From this' has come a refreshing study of the Creek and
Seminole societies of the South by J. Leitch Wright, Jr.
By focusing closely on two of the "Five Civilized Tribes," Wright reinterprets not only the native peoples of the region, but also the European and
African individuals who entered the Southeast and made it a place of maddening cultural confusion decades before the American Revolution.
As with Limerick's opening statement, Wright's assessment of his topic
is equally arresting. "This is a story," he declares in his first chapter, "of an
Indian people-the Muscogulges-who were not a people, and of Indian nations-the Creeks and Seminoles-that were not nations." They were not some
artificial political or economic construct, but were in fact what they saw themselves to be: small familial bands of related individuals who prized their separateness from each other while joining in concert for mutual advancement.
The author, a longtime student of native life in the Southeast, weaves
cultural distinctiveness with European intervention and black enslavement to
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great effect. By the early nineteenth century the region resembled the modernday Middle East, where proximity of groups does not equal homogeneity or
cultural parallels. Wright offers an exceptional insight into the shifting character
of the Muscogulges as they wrestled with a question common to all North
American native societies: how to embrace the power of the invading cultures
while retaining the beliefs and practices that kept their people in harmony
with themselves and the larger world.
The strengths of Wright's book far exceed the few concerns a historian
might have about interpreting events in light of other scholars' viewpoints or
linking policy to American cultural patterns. The bibliography shows extensive
use of government archives and, to a lesser degree, historical treatises on the
region. The citations of a wide variety of anthropological studies will benefit
all who seek greater understanding of the Southeast and of its native peoples.
Because historians and anthropologists now demonstrate more interest in
each other's work, perhaps two lessons emerge from Creeks and Seminoles. To
comprehend the American West, students of both disciplines would do well
to first study the East. Limerick's faith in cultural continuity can best be seen
in communities like the Muscogulges who live in both places and who strive
for cultural vitality with little of their old environment to guide them. A logical
step also might be to apply the lessons of ethnohistory to the dominant white
culture. The parallels of the Middle East and the Southeast are instructive, as
tribal particularism and fanatical devotion to a decentralized life shape the
pattern of existence for both parts of the world. America would be wise to
observe its own history of cultural heterogeneity as it forms policies with other
states and their versions of "Creeks and Seminoles."
Michael Welsh
University of New Mexico

Little Crow: Spokesman for the Sioux. By Gary Clayton Anderson. (St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1986. 259 pp. Illustrations, maps, chart, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 cloth, $10.95 paper.)
Given the lack of definitive biographies of important public figures who
left a wealth of documentary material, it takes courage for anyone to undertake
to write the life of an obscure Indian leader who left no personal records and
who is known largely through the reminiscences of his enemies. Gary Clayton
Anderson is aware of the difficulties of his task. "The sources play out at
times," he concedes, "making it necessary to use the context of the times rather
than the main character as a thread in holding the story together." In the
absence of letters or diaries, how does one know what Little Crow was thinking
at a given time?
From extensive knowledge of Eastern Dakota culture, Anderson is able to
make plausible inferences about the young Little Crow's experiences, and by
judicious use of such qualifiers as "probably," "undoubtedly," and "must have,"
he suggests what may have been going on in the adult chief's mind when
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major decisions were made. Little Crow's enigmatic and sometimes contradictory behavior, especially his seemingly ambivalent attitude toward white
culture, complicates Anderson's problem, and he does not always surmount
it.
Perhaps the book's most serious flaw-at least to this reviewer-is that
Little Crow is made to seem wiser, more farseeing than the evidence warrants.
It is difficult to reconcile such prescience with the fatal error of leading a
rebellion that he himself supposedly recognized as futile from the start. Anderson explains Little Crow's decision on the basis of political opportunism,
bitterness over his betrayal by government officials he had cooperated with in
the past, and a kind of death-wish rooted in the Dakota belief that a leader
had an obligation to sacrifice himself for the common good. Nevertheless,
some readers may feel that an easier explanation for the chief's decision is that
he just wasn't as smart as the author would have us believe.
If the personality of Little Crow remains shadowy, Anderson does shed
new light on the history of Indian-white relations in Minnesota during the
first two-thirds of the nineteenth century. He makes clear the tensions created
within Indian society by the pressures from without, especially after the accommodation based on kinship ties between individual whites and Indians
ceased to function effectively. For example, he shows that during the Sioux
War of 1862 dissension within the Indian camp was much greater than previous
accounts have suggested and at least once led to actual armed conflict.
On balance, therefore, Little Crow makes a major contribution to our understanding of an Indian tribe that profoundly influenced the course Of history
in the upper Mississippi Valley, partly at least through the personal role played
by its most famous leader.
Roy W. Meyer
Mankato State University

Lummis in the Pueblos. By Patrick T. Houlihan and Betsy E. Houlihan. (Flagstaff,
Arizona: Northland Press, 1986. xi + 155 pp. Illustrations. $19.95 paper.)
The belief that a photograph is worth a thousand words is amply underscored by this compilation of 110 black and white photographs taken by Charles
Fletcher Lummis of the Pueblo Indians and their environment in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Forty of the pictures deal with Isleta
Pueblo in New Mexico, where Lummis lived from 1888 to 1892 and where he
frequently returned for visits during the ensuing fifteen years. Other villages
represented by additional photographs are Laguna, Acoma, Zuni, Hopi, Sandia, Santa Ana, Jemez, Pecos, San Felipe, Santo Domingo, Cochiti, San Ildefonso, Santa Clara, and Taos. Also of related interest is the archaeological site
of Puye, believed to have been the ancestral home of the Santa Clarans and
excavated about 1908 with the sponsorship of the Southwest Society, which
Lummis was instrumental in founding.
The views of the associated landscapes and the villages themselves, while
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interesting, can be duplicated today. Little outward change has occurred, with
the exception of ubiquitous uninspired governmental housing that now comprises many pueblo suburbs. However, the photographs of individuals and
their dress and work patterns, of domestic interiors, and of the ceremonial
rituals that glued the communities together are of greater value. On the one
hand, they record a vanished mode of secular life, which altered in concert
with that of the non-Indian communities around them. On the other, they
reaffirm a steadfast endurance of Pueblo religion and the paraphernalia associated with it that can no longer be photographed.
A brief introduction outlining Lummis' life and photographic methods and
explanatory texts accompanying the photographs of each pueblo form a useful
framework for the pictorial presentation. One minor error in mislabeling the
Tyuonyi ruins in Bandelier National Monument as those of Puye mars an
otherwise worthwhile volume.
Florence C. Lister
Arizona State Museum

Stokes Carson: Twentieth-Century Trading on the Navajo Reservation. By Willow
Roberts. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1987. xviii + 225 pp.
Illustrations, maps, chart, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, $12.95 paper.)
Traders and trading posts that serve the Navajo have been targeted for
accusations of corrupt practices since the last quarter of the nineteenth century.
The amount of heat generated by the friction between government officials,
Native Americans, and traders has often been greater than the light of understanding derived from the issues. Willow Roberts provides "in part a defense of traders" (p. xviii) by using the life of Stokes Carson and general events
in Navajo history "to describe and clarify, the last twenty-five years of trading
from a historical as well as cross-cultural view" (p. xvi). The text is divided
chronologically into five periods, starting in 1886 and ending in 1983, but events
of the last thirty-five years make the greatest contribution to understanding
the growing complexity of issues that face modern traders.
The first part of the book places Stokes Carson center stage as he operates
posts both on and off the reservation. Many of his experiences in the Four
Corners area are typical of other traders, as outlined in the abundant trader
biographies and autobiographies that cover this period. What is different is
Roberts' attempt to tie Carson's life into the broader historical picture. She is
almost too successful, resulting in numerous digressions--some directly related, others only tangential to the issue at hand. Approximately halfway
through the narrative, Carson becomes almost a shadow figure as his daughters, first Mildred and later Chin, play the key roles in the trading post drama.
But even they become dwarfed by the events that affect trade on the reservation. Thus, biography eventually diminishes as straight history increases,
though the threads of Carson family life are woven throughout.
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As an overview of trading posts, this book serves as a good, general
introduction. It is not, however, without errors. For example, the author suggests that Utah became a state in 1886 instead of 1896 (p. 9); that Jim Hefferman
(actually Joseph Heffernan) purchased the Oljato post in 1924 instead of 1921
(p. 99), and that Comb Ridge runs east to west behind Kayenta (p. 101). A
more careful reading of some of the works in the bibliography also would have
prevented statements such as "John Wetherill ... first put up a trading post
here [Oljato] around 1909 or earlier" (p. 99) when Louisa Wetherill, John's wife,
clearly states in her book that the post was established in 1906 and and closed
in 1910.
Although these and other small errors exist, they should not deter a person
from reading Stokes Carson. The chapters on the shift in attitudes toward traders
in the 1960s and 1970s, the role of the Federal Trade Commission, and the
legal decisions affecting the posts are highly informative. As an interesting
survey of twentieth century trade on the Navajo Reservation, this book is
highly readable and recommended for a general audience.
Robert S. McPherson
College of Eastern Utah-San Juan Campus

Irredeemable America, the Indians' Estate and Land Claims. Edited by Imre Sutton.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press/Institute for Native American
Studies, University of New Mexico, 1985. xxiii + 382 pp. Appendixes, bibliography, index. $27.50.)
In 1946, Congress established the Indian Claims Commission to settle once
and for all tribal land claims. This quasi-judicial body operated until 1978,
having adjudicated some 670 cases, and awarded $774 million to various tribes.
The work of this commission is the subject of Irredeemable America, a collection
of fifteen essays by an equal number of authors, including Nancy O. Lurie,
Wilcomb Washburn, and Leonard Carlson.
The contributors examine various aspects of the ICC, including its historical roots, the process of establishing native claims, and the system of arriving at monetary awards, and they offer case studies from three different
native culture areas. One of the most interesting essays is Ralph L. Beals'
account of his experience as an expert witness (for the United States) before
the commission. Beals expressed chagrin, shared by most of the contributors,
at the way the commission has actually turned into an adversarial court where
lawyers, not the principles of fairness or justice, often triumph.
The disillusionment of both native peoples and many social scientists with
theadversarial approach of the ICC was compounded by the fact that the
commission awarded only monet?ry compensation. With rare exceptions, the
commission did not take steps to restore lost lands to the claimants, causing
intratribal bickering in some instances. Furthermore, the ICC awarded the
funds as a final settlement of native claims, barring the tribe from seeking
future compensation. Last, but not least, some experts questioned the entire
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system of compounding the compensation, arguing that the amount awarded
was usually inadequate.
In their evaluation of the ICC, the fifteen contributors present a hung jury.
While the commission settled some claims, it created new problems. Editor
Imre Sutton has done an excellent job tying together essays of disparate quality.
The epilogue written by Nancy Lurie is especially insightful. She clearly deplores the lack of historical consciousness on the part of those involved in the
ICC, a caveat which should be taken to heart by those involved in Indian issues
who think they have found a "new" or "final"solution to the "Indian problem."
The publication of Irredeemable America should not bar students of native
issues from examining this particular episode in the history of Indian policy.
Future students will perhaps place the commission within its proper context
as another example of the spirit of reform that has periodically seized American
Indian administration. As in other movements, the ICC started with enthusiasm but ended in disillusionment. In this respect, the commission represented nothing new under the sun.
Hana Samek
Albuquerque

Termination and Relocation: Federal Indian Policy, 1945-1960. By Donald L. Fixico.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1986. xviii + 268 pp. Illustrations, notes, maps, chart, appendixes, bibliography, index. $27.50.)
In this important monograph Donald Fixico joins ranks with Larry Burt
and Francis Paul Prucha in providing an analysis of federal Indian policy for
the post-World War II period. Until quite recently overshadowed by the CoIlierNew Deal years that preceded it and by what popular writers and especially
the media took to be the more vibrant Civil Rights movement of the late 1960s
and early 1970s, the period in fact was profoundly important in the larger
movement to fit Indian people into the majority culture of the mid-twentieth
century. To many it was the right time to get the government out of the Indian
business. But, as Fixico demonstrates with careful, dispassionate documentation, it involved Indians center stage in urbanization, struggles over natural
resources, environmentalism, and a refinement of the government's proper
role in the socio-economic well-being of our most disadvantaged minority. As
Fixico sees it, the impact of World War II on Indians can hardly be overstated.
Termination and Relocation invites comparison with Larry Burt's Tribalism in
Crisis. Both are revisions of recent dissertations (at Oklahoma and Toledo,
respectively), both have been released by the same scholarly press, and both
attempt to establish continuity between Indian policy at mid-century and present problems of "self-determination," and to put them into the larger context
of declining federal assistance, which seems to be the cornerstone of Reaganomics as applied to Indian affairs in our own time.
While Burt focuses on the Eisenhower years, and particularly on state and
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local fears regarding what termination might mean in practice (even to nonIndians!), Fixico wisely begins his study with the Truman period as one ushering in "a new era in federal-Indian relations." When an economy-minded
Republican congress sought decreased Indian funding and services, Truman
"retreated" from his announced advocacy of minority civil rights, and, unlike
his predecessor in the White House, took the position that Indians must accept
their place in American society.
Fixico's analysis of the Zimmerman Plan and the Indian Claims Commission as guiding factors leading almost directly to the termination experiments
that followed, constitutes one of the finest contributions to our understanding
of post-World War II Indian policy. In addition, his sensitive perception of
relocation in more recent years is a model of generalizing vast amounts of data
into a meaningful message of what Indian policy in the twentieth century is
all about. This is an important book that should be mandatory reading for
students of Indian/white relations.
William E. Unrau
Wichita State University

Cities and Society in Colonial Latin America. Edited by Louisa Schell Hoberman
and Susan Migden Socolow. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1986. xi + 350 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, notes, bibliography,
index. $30.00 cloth, $14.95 paper.)
This book, born of the admirable collaboration of well-known practitioners
of the "new social history," offers the reader nine excellent studies of urban
society in colonial Latin America. Each study reflects the original and primary
research of the authors, and summarizes the current findings of social history
as they related to the groups under consideration: large landowners, merchants, bureaucrats, church men and women, military personnel, artisans,
servants, slaves, and the social underclass of the colonial cities. An excellent
introduction and conclusion, written by the editors, give the book the unity
and intellectual coherence frequently missing in other collections of this type.
The present work has a clear and praiseworthy pedagogical aim: to place
in the hands of undergraduate and graduate students of Latin American history
a scholarly synthesis of historical data and interpretations derived from the
new methodologies of the social sciences, which are scattered in publications
not easily accessible to the average student. A further aim of this anthology is
to provide a broad overview of colonial,. urban society to make the student
aware of "the invigorating effect of the new social history on the more traditional field of urban history." The book succeeds on both counts, and students
and teachers will find this work an excellent pedagogical tool. The suggestions
for further readings added to each chapter and the glossary at the end of the
book will be extremely useful to students. This anthology of essays undoubtedly will become a popular text in many college courses.
Perhaps one could suggest that a more descriptive title of the book's
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content would have been Urban Society in Colonial Latin America. Cities are
always more complex realities than the sum of their social components. The
unique character and ethos of a city escapes at times the theoretical net woven
with the methodology of the social sciences. The location and physical layout
of the city; the architecture of civic and religious monuments; the cultural,
artistic, religious, and intellectual life of the citizens; the rich tapestry of corporations and institutions; the mores that condition work and leisure; the
institutionalized civic and religious ceremonies; the laws and habits that regulate the common, urban living are all essential elements to understanding the
city. The city is, after all, a unique creation of human imagination and reflects
the stage of human activities, which go well beyond social and economic
boundaries.
Although the essays contained in this book make passing references to
most of these elements, their systematic and analytical study is lacking. This
omission, justified in this case given the purpose of the present volume, suggests nevertheless the inherent limitations of the "new social history."
Luis Martin
Southern Methodist University

Colonial Culhuacan, 1580-1600: A Social History of an Aztec Town. By S. L. Cline.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1986. xviii + 258 pp. Illustrations, map, chart, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)
This book is social history at its best. Culhuacan was an important town
in the southern Valley of Mexico in prehispanic times, perhaps a successor to
or a partner of Tula of the Toltecs. Moreover, it was the Mexica's link to a
legitimate past. Therefore, as Cline notes, by the later sixteenth century "Culhuacan was a small town with a long history." It was also just an ordinary
Indian town by that time.
The principal source that Cline drew upon was a collection of sixty-five
wills written in Nahuatl, the majority of which were drafted between 1579 and
1582. They attest to the potential value to historians of such non-traditional
and often neglected sources for reconstructing general social patterns by examining the lives of ordinary people. The sample, though small, has considerable diversity. It includes nobles and commoners, males and females, rich
and poor. A number of the testators were kin. By picking up the various threads
contained in the individual wills comprising this collection, Cline's analysis
emerges as a fine tapestry portraying life in a small Indian town under Spanish
colonial rule. At the time they were drafted, native wills were public documents
in contrast to the wills of Spaniards. It is unfortunate that so few have survived
to give us such an intimate glimpse of people's thoughts during those troubled
times.
The author structures her presentation around one testator and her family,
thus providing a coherent organization to what might otherwise appear as a
disparate collection of anecdotes or trivia. Her careful placement of these events
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in context yields a book that is a thoughtful, perceptive introduction to life in
later sixteenth-century Mexico.
The book contains nine chapters which bundle such diverse materials as
those'pertaining to local government, to family and inheritance patterns, to
wealth, to gender and status, and to land matters such as use, ownership and
sales. It also includes useful appendixes listing the prices of goods and Spanish
loan words that appear in the testaments. The book should appeal to a broad
range of readers because it is not only scholarly and well written but extremely
interesting.
H. R. Harvey
University of Wisconsin

Rediscovering the Past at Mexico's Periphery: Essays on the History ofModern Yucatan.
By Gilbert M. Joseph. (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 1986. xvii +
203 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $28.95.)
This historiographical study of Yucatan stresses twentieth-century political
economy while slighting revolutionary political history as concerns parties,
political leaders, and socio-political movements. Emphasis is on the Yucatecan
farm capitalism of the plantation monoculture type, the decline and death of
the "neoslave regime" when the Revolution was imported in 1915, the ensuing
regional agricultural reform experiments, and the needs and potentialities for
further research. An overall investigation of this nature has been lacking.
Consequently, Joseph's contribution is most welcome.
In an extensive bibliography, which Joseph claims to be "the most comprehensive listing of social science literature on Yucatan to date," there arenot surprisingly-serious gaps. Examples of important missing but deserving
primary sources are: booklets, pamphlets, form letters, and fliers published
by La Liga Centra/ de Resistencia (available at the Bancroft Library); the considerable correspondence in the Archivo de Carranza, Centro de Estudios de
Historia de Mexico, Departamento Cultural de CONDUMEX, S:A. (Mexico
City); and Carlos Loveira's E/ obrerismo yucateco, y /a Revo/uci6n Mexicana. An
example of missing items pertai~ing to societal developments is Francisco
Canton Rosado's Historia de /a ig/esia en Yucatan desde 1887 hasta nuestrosdias
(1943).
Joseph's treatment of the 1910-1924 period often depends on ideology
born of systems and/or structures--just what ideology is by no means always
clear. Historian Allen Wells has made a considerable impression on the results
of this work as has anthropologist R. Laura Batt. Following the line of current
historiographical tendencies, Joseph's conclusions minimize the influence of
individual leadership while accentuating the familiar role of cacique activities
in general. This tendency to minimize the power of dominant personalities
endows matters of class and caste with an unusually strong significance, but
makes it difficult to explain the sudden shifts of political control in Yucatan.
Also, such an approach tends to overlook the organizational chaos in a society
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that is plagued by illiteracy, has but little understanding of citizenship, and
has only a minimum of eco-political awareness. In this light, it is understandable why J~seph had difficulty in comprehending the incapability of the resistance leagues to maintain Carrillo Puerto in power when confronted with the
highly organized military force of the delahuertista uprising.
In many ways the study at hand does much to focus attention on past
problems of Yucatecan historiography, especially in the realm of economics.
Joseph's work points out the schizophrenic nature of peninsular historical
literature that was so prevalent until about 1970. It also suggests the potentialities of researching the interrelationships of regions, whether it be among
the regions of Yucatan, Yucatecan regions and the rest of Mexico, or Yucatecan
regions and other regions of the world. In regard to the latter suggestion there
is little recognition in this study of Yucatecan-Cuban interrelationships, an
aspect that is deserving of more attention than it has received here. This
reviewer is convinced that Rediscovering the Past at Mexico's Periphery will provide
valuable guidelines for those who intend to write on Yucatecan history, and
thus, it meets an important need.
James c. Carey
Kansas State University

Land Fever: Dispossession and the Frontier Myth. By James M. Marshall. (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1986. viii + 239 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, notes, index. $21.00.)
In 1847 Omar H. Morse, the 22-year-old son of poor pioneers in upstate
New York, left home and struck out for the Wisconsin frontier. For most of
his adult life he chased the dream of a farm of his own, but like his father
before him he never achieved it. Undercapitalized and battered by crop failures,
family illness, and high mortgage rates, Morse failed on three successive homesteads in Wisconsin and Minnesota. He spent his last years eking out an
existence on a twenty-acre garden plot, supplementing his meager earnings
with wages from occasional work as a stonemason and woodsman.
In his old age Morse penned a brief autobiography, which records both
the spunk and sense of humor that kept him going, and his frustration and
perplexity at failing to achieve economic independence despite years of hard
labor. In Land Fever University of Rhode Island English professor James M.
Marshall reproduces the autobiography, accompanied by several essays of hIs
own.
It is plain almost from the opening paragraph of Marshall's introduction
that he has an axe to grind, and after seventeen pages he lets on to what it is:
Morse was his great-grandfather. The injustice of his ancestor's dispossession
from three homesteads evidently still rankles. Marshall belabors the villains
he holds responsible for Morse's failure: the land speculators, moneylenders,
corporations, and railroads. There is some of this in the autobiography itself,
though Morse took a more philosophical, and less embittered, view of his own
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career; he saved his worst condemnations not for the loan sharks but for the
quack doctors who prescribed expensive treatments for his wife's lingering
illness. Determined to interpret the autobiography as a Populist protest, Marshall cannot accept it for what it is; when Morse fails to say what Marshall
thinks he should have said, Marshall attributes the omission to an imagined
"western code of silence" (p. 115).
Marshall's first essay presents a confused, and at times (as in his discussion
of federal land policy) flagrantly erroneous analysis of the economic forces
working to defeat the poor pioneer on the Middle Border. The next essay is a
highly speculative, and to this reader largely unintelligible, commentary on
American literary frontier myths and countermyths, in which Huck Finn somehow emerges as a symbolic homesteader. Marshall closes with excerpts from
Morse's letters, arranged out of context under topical headings like quotations
from Chairman Mao.
Morse's autobiography, revealing the indomitability of a defeated but unbowed pioneer, is a document worth anyone's perusal. Marshall's tendentious
essays and preachy footnotes add to the book's price,not its value.
Daniel Feller
University of New Mexico

Trails South: The Wagon-Road Economy in the Dodge City-Panhandle Region. By C.
Robert Haywood. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1986. x\' + 312
pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95.)
This is the story of three short-lived trails from Dodge City south to the
Texas Panhandle, of the people who shaped them, and of the settlements
founded along them. For two decades, owing to the trails, this three-state
region enjoyed a sense of community. The routes were the Military Road
linking Dodge City, Camp Supply, and Fort Elliott, the Jones-Plummer Trail,
and the Dodge City-Tascosa Trail. The towns were "all conceived of ninety
parts of euphoria to every ten parts of reality"; the only ones that survived
were mostly those that happened to be reached by railroads in the 1880s.
The Military Road, laid out in 1868, was a key factor in the economic
development of the region, serving the army, hide hunters, and ranchers in
that part of Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas. It was the most widely known, and
its passing in 1890 marked the end of the wagon-road economy in that part
of the High Plains. Much of the freighting had shifted to the Jones-Plummer
Trail, which thereafter was the main wagon road to the Panhandle and the
major force in welding the region into a community of business and social
interests.
The third trail linked Dodge City and Tascosa, the liveliest cowtowns in
the West. Tascosa, which never had mo're than six hundred permanent residents, was a supply center for ranchers and a rendezvous for hunters and
cowboys. In 1888 the Fort Worth and Denver Railroad arrived but brought
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decline rather than growth as cattle trailing ended and businesses moved to
more promising locations.
Other chapters discuss freighting entrepreneurs, the wagonmen and the
perils they faced, the owners of stage lines and the men who drove the coaches,
the way stations, and the end of the wagon-road economy. "The ultimate
success of the mail-stage lines and the old bull wagons," Haywood observes,
"can be measured in the rapidity with which the railroads laid down a network
of tracks to serve the expanded population and made freighters and mail
contractors, the entrepreneurs of the road, obsolete."
Although the settlers expected the railroads to follow the north-south
trails, they changed the traffic flow from east to west; the old link with Dodge
City vanished, and the sense of community quickly dissolved. Professor C.
Robert Haywood of Washburn University has produced a solid contribution
on the settlement of one neglected corner of the West.
Donald E. Worcester
Texas Christian University

Populism in the Mountain West. By Robert W. Larson. (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1986. x + 210 pp. Illustrations, map, chart, notes,
bibliography, index. $27.50.)
In this book, Robert W. Larson performs an unusual feat for historians of
Populism. He finds a point on which John D. Hicks, Richard Hofstadter, and
Lawrence Goodwyn all basically agreed. Then he disagrees with it himself.
The agreed point is that Populism in the eight Mountain territories and states
was a single-issue silverite movement. Larson says that silver did playa large
role, but that Mountain Populism was also very concerned about antimonopoly
regarding water rights, grazing areas, and railroads; unions and the eight-hour
day for miners; and a scattering of local issues. His thesis does not corne as a
complete shock since James E. Wright argued it at much greater length, and
hence more persuasively, in The Politics of Populism: Dissent in Colorado (1974);
and Larson did so himself in New Mexico Populism (1974).
Larson's assessment of the relative importance of silver and antimonopoly
issues is not as convincing as it might be. A text of 159 pages is too brief a
space to cover five states and three territories. While he cites newspapers and
public documents, secondary references often squeeze out new sources. He
does not attempt any numerical analyses of legislative activity, officeholders,
or voters. Colorado, Montana, and New Mexico each receive two chapters,
although monographs on them by Wright, Thomas Clinch, and Larson already
exist. Wyoming gets one chapter. Idaho, Utah, Nevada, and Arizona are compressed into a single chapter. In each, Larson pushes his thesis that silver,
while undenibly important, shared Populist attention with other issues. Limited space confines him to assert this conclusion often rather than prove it with
fresh evidence. In a summary sentence on the Front Range states he forces it
with Procrustean awkwardness: "Although silver assumed its preeminent role,
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especially with the advent of the presidential campaign of 1896 ... antimonopolism was the most prominent of the commonly supported issues" (p. 136).
A distinction without a difference?
But Populism always has defied stereotypes. (In Kansas a Populist might
even be a banker.) In Colorado, Larson writes, the leading Populist figure,
Governor Davis Waite, focused intently on farmers' concerns although he was
from the mining town of Aspen. The White Caps in New Mexico were not
night-riders terrorizing blacks but Hispanics fighting land monopolists. Populists in Wyoming included small ranchers resisting Texas gunmen hired by
the Wyoming Stock Growers' Association. The struggle for the eight-hour day
for industrial workers had much to do with what Populist strength there was
in Montana and Idaho. And that was not much. But the author does not stress
the fact that Populism was a late starter and a weak vote-getter in the Mountain
states and territories compared to the Great Plains states just east of them.
Larson concludes with the wise comment that Populism in the South, Great
Plains, and Mountains were all alike in being multi-issue movements until
1892 or 1893. They then became more and more exclusively silver-oriented
through the 1896 campaign, after which Mountain State Populism, never strong,
withered away.
Walter Nugent
University of Notre Dame

How Fort Worth Became the Texasmost City, 1849-1920. By Leonard Sanders and
Ron Tyler. (Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1986. xii + 201 pp.
Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)
A sprightly, entertaining narrative and some 130 illustrations distinguish
this handsome volume about Fort Worth's first seventy years. A new edition
of a work initially published in 1973, the book features a more attractive format
than the first edition but the same text and virtually the same illustrations.
The colorful narrative attests to author Leonard Sanders' conviction that
nineteenth-century Fort Worth experienced the drama of the American West
more fully than many trans-Mississippi communities. Fort Worth started as
an army fort, then became a cowtown and a hub of railroads and stage lines,
and flourished as a lively "open town" that boasted one of the West's most
notorious red-light districts, Hell's Half-Acre. The city survived several wrenching
cycles of boom and bust, and its very existence was threatened by such calamities as the Civil War and the Panic of 1873. By the 1880s Fort Worth's
future was secure, and the burgeoning prosperity of many residents was soon
translated into accomplishments in "education, public facilities, cultural pursuits and personal comforts" (p. 102). During the early twentieth century the
city experienced an "awakening" (p. 149) spurred by the newly-developing
aviation and oil industries, a process that, unfortunately, Sanders describes in
a disappointingly sketchy manner.
The illustrations, all but a handful of which are photographs, depict many
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facets of early Fort Worth-businesses from cotton yards to groceries, scenes
along downtown streets, prominent buildings and comfortable homes, social
get-togethers, and the faces and fashions of the people themselves. The photographs capture some of the flavor of Fort Worth nicely and have well-written
captions, but static images, with most people posed, can hardly do justice to
the liveliness of the town. And the illustrations barely touch on some dimensions of the Fort Worth scene, such as the cattle industry and the black community.
The book includes reproductions of three revealing "bird's eye" views of
Fort Worth, drawn in 1876, 1886, and 1891. The latter two are larger in this
edition and the detail thus much clearer, but the first now appears in washedout black and white rather than the sharply defined tones of the first edition.
This is an engaging volume either to peruse or to skim, especially now
that the illustrations are dispersed throughout the book, rather than, as in the
first edition, grouped between chapters. Curiously, there remain instances
where an illustration and the relevant text are still separated by many pages.
But this and other drawbacks are minor problems in a book that will bring
pleasure to many.
David C. Humphrey
Lyndon B. Johnson Library

Galveston: A History. By David G. McComb. (Austin: University of Texas Press,
1986. 267 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, notes, index. $28.50 cloth, $12.95
paper.)
In the 1950s Galveston, Texas, had a lurid national image as a city where
bootleg liquor, ladies of the evening, and the click of "galloping dominoes" on
a green felt table were the essential components of the wide-open "Free State
of Galveston." Law enforcement in these years finally ended the city's reign
as the Texas center for sin and gambling, but did not dissipate Galveston's
romantic reputation as the most colorful of the state's smaller urban centers.
Having written a study of Galveston's successful competitor, Houston,
David G. McComb brings empathy and insight to this comprehensive narrative
of the city's development. He has a good sense of the pertinent anecdote and
the amusing detail, and he moves his text along at a sprightly pace. Aware of
the impact of technology on urban change, McComb looks closely at the physical environment of Galveston and appraises the way residents have responded
to the presence of the sea and the menace of the hurricane in shaping their
city. On these issues, McComb is well-informed and thoughtful.
McComb devotes due attention to the roots of Galveston's criminal heritage, but might have done more to link the city with the centrality of the
liquor issue in state politics. Prohibition contributed to Galveston's emergence
in the 1920s as a town where organized crime had a highly visible presence.
Sam Maceo had links to the Texas brewing industry and the benefactor of
Governor James E. Ferguson, Robert L. Autrey of the Houston Ice and Brewing
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Company. McComb could also have put Galveston's mob figures in the context
of the growing literature on the general subject of crime in American life. To
what extent did a man such as Maceo duplicate the pattern of other participants
in illicit enterprises around the nation? The crusade against Galveston vice in
the 1950s was part of the post-war campaign against crime that found expression in the Kefauver committee probes. McComb is cognizant of these national
trends but does not take his local evidence as far as he might have to connect
Galveston's individual experience to larger patterns across the nation.
What McComb has done, however, is impressive and will enhance his
standing as a skilled practitioner of urban history. Galveston will interest both
residents of that city and students of American cities beyond the borders of
Texas.
Lewis L. Gould
University of Texas at Austin

Thurber, Texas: The Life and Death of a Company Coal Town. By John S. Spratt, Sr.
Edited by Harwood P. Hinton. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1986. xvii
+ 137 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $22.50.)
If a nostalgic trip back into time is your thing, then John S. (Jack) Spratt's
Thurber, Texas is the book for you. The product of several years' careful research,
Spratt's memoir of his boyhood years in the Thurber district during its heyday
is a representative picture of the period of transition from a frontier agricultural
colony to the advent of industrialism in Texas (and the American West in
general). Although Spratt died of cancer in 1976 before he could complete his
project, Harwood P. Hinton has edited the manuscript into a lively chronicle
of the towns of Thurber and Mingus as Spratt remembered them.
Although Thurber's life story is prominent in the narrative, Spratt actually
grew up in neighboring Mingus, where his father, Dr. J. T. Spratt, established
his medical practice. The author notes the differences between the two towns
and their interdependence on each other; whereas Thurber was a coal town
owned entirely by the Texas and Pacific Coal Company, Mingus boomed as a
rail town and a major division and shipping point on the Texas & Pacific line.
Spratt carefully describes every facet of life in the towns; the everyday routine
of the coal miners and local businessmen, holidays and other special occasions,
and the trains bringing news, provisions, and, on many occasions, outstanding
visitors from the outside world. The transition from the horse-and-buggy era
to the advent of automobiles and airplanes also is included, as are recreational
pastimes, prevalent attitudes, the ethnic makeup of the district, and the changes
that eventually led to the demise of both towns, namely the replacement of
coal by oil as the primary fuel for the railroads. Spratt also deals with the rise
of labor unions and how the strike of the United Mine Workers in 1921 led to
shutdown of the coal mines that kept Thurber alive. Throughout his narrative,
the author injects memories of his youth in Mingus, including a family home
lifestyle that has practically disappeared in our present technological age.
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Prominent are his allusions to outstanding relatives, particularly his Confederate veteran grandfather, Kindred S. Felts, as well as references to his father's
experiences, and how the turn of events affected the family's livelihood.
While his chronicle contains no central theme and is written largely from
his own recollections as well as from those he interviewed, Spratt has put his
rhetorical ability to good use in reconstructing the bygone era of his youth.
Every detail concerning the Thurber district's boom days is carefully included,
and the narrative, aided by Hinton's editing expertise, flows quite smoothly.
Hinton's inclusion of footnotes is useful in clarifying certain less-familiar topics
Spratt mentions, and the maps and photographic illustrations greatly enhance
the book's quality. Overall, this posthumous work is an outstanding tribute to
Spratt's scholarship and the successful attempt on his part to "rescue part of
that world for posterity." Certainly, it is a pathbreaking work in regard to the
Thurber district's colorful history and a welcome addition to the western historian's library. Anyone curious about the few remaining vestiges of Thurber
while driving over Interstate Highway 20 to and from Fort Worth will be greatly
pleased with Spratt's account.
H. Allen Anderson
Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum

Ghost Towns of Texas. By 1. Lindsay Baker. (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1986. ix + 196 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $22.95.)
The late Grover Cleveland Ramsey, dean of Texas ghost town hunters,
estimated that the Lone Star State had ten thousand such places. According
to his liberal definition they didn't necessarily have a store, a church, a school,
a post office, a saloon, but they at least had a cluster of dwellings to which a
place name had been affixed and a name which, in turn, appeared on at least
one published map. Even so, ten thousand ghost towns in a single state is an
astonishingly rich legacy. Ramsey alas died, leaving a vast trove of documents
and interview notes with old-timers, but no book. His files, replete with human
interest stories, rest with the Barker History Center in Austin awaiting utilization by enterprising historians of the future who seek the flesh and blood
of Texas' frontier past.
The indefatigable 1. Lindsay Baker has now turned his enormous mental
and physical energies to the subject and has brought to view-if not to lifeeighty-six Texas ghost towns for the reader's pleasure. Baker lists three criteria
for inclusion: tangible remains, public access, and statewide coverage. In each
case Baker comments about the town's founding, its former significance, and
the reasons for its decline. There are maps and instructions for reaching each
site and numerous photographs showing the past and present status of each.
The contemporary photos were taken, in most instances, by Baker himself,
who proves as adept a photographer as he is researcher and writer. Some of
the pictures raise unanswered-and perhaps unanswerable-questions. At
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Kimball, for example, is the fallen tombstone of a teenage girl "murdered,"
according to the inscription, in 1876. What happened, one wonders.
Baker has done his work thoroughly and well, within limits imposed by
necessity. He obviously had fun in the process and it shows in his prose. Those
who enjoy this sort of diversion have an expert guide in T. Lindsay Baker. He
disarms erstwhile critics by saying, "if you discover places which you feel merit
inclusion in a subsequent volume ... I would be grateful for your suggestions."
OK, T. Lindsay, next time go to Sipe Springs in Comanche County. And then
tell us why it's pronounced "seep" springs.
AI Lowman
University of Texas Institute of Texan Cultures at San Antonio

The Journey of Fray Marcos de Niza
Cleve Hallenbeck
Introduction by David J. Weber
Illustrations by Jose Cisneros
IN COMMEMORATION OF THE 75TH ANNIVERsary of Southern Methodist University and the 50th anniversary of its press, SMU Press is proud to publish this handsome new edition of a classic of Southwestern Americana,
The Journey oj Fray Marcos de Niza.
First published in December 1949, Fray Marcos won honors for three extraordinary Southwesterners: author Cleve
Hallenbeck, for his careful and spirited reconstruction of the
route of Fray Marcos' epochal 1539 journey to the American
Southwest; artist Jose Cisneros, for his elegant maps and line
drawings of the principals in the story; and the foremost
printer of the region, Carl Hertzog, for his exquisite design.
This commemorative edition of Fray Marcos reproduces,
in facsimile, the entire text of the original volume, in which
historian Hallenbeck translated and examined the Franciscan's
account of his travels. It also contains the Spanish original of
Fray Marcos' narrative, never before published in this country; new drawings made especially for this edition by the celebrated artist Jose Cisneros; and an informative and highly
readable new introduction by scholar David J. Weber, who
explains the significance of Hallenbeck's groundbreaking
work, describes the continuing controversy over the truth of
Fray Marcos' account, and utilizes the private papers of both
Hallenbeck and Hertzog to illuminate the making of this extraordinary book.
7x 10. 176 pp. 2 maps. 9 line drawings. Index. $29.95

SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY PRESS
For editorial matters: Box 415, Dallas, Texas 75275
(214) 739-5959
To order: Drawer C, College Station, Texas 77843
(409) 845-1436

Book Notes

New Mexico in the Nineteenth Century: A Pictorial History. By Andrew K.
Gregg. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1987. viii +
196 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $14.95 paper.) Reprint
of the 1968 edition.
The Spirit of Santa Fe. By Suzanne Zimet and Susan Contreras. (Albuquerque: Starline Press, 1986. 76 pp. Illustrations, index. $9.95 paper.)
This pictorial tribute to modern Santa Fe can be ordered from William
Gannon, 205 East Palace Avenue, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501.
California: Land of New Beginnings. By David Lavender. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. 480 pp. Maps, notes, bibliography,
index. $29.95 cloth, $11.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1972 edition.
Oklahoma: Foot-Loose and Fancy-Free. By Angie Debo. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. x + 266 pp. Illustrations, map, notes,
index. $9.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1949 edition.
The WPA Guide to 1930s Colorado. (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas,
1987. xlvii + 511 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, index. $12.95
paper.) Reprint of the 1941 edition, with a new introduction by Thomas
J. Noel.
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Arizona Ranch Houses: Southern Territorial Styles, 1867-1900. By Janet Ann
Stewart. Edited by John Bret Harte. (Tucson: University of Arizona
Press/Arizona Historical Society, 1987.121 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts,
notes, bibliography. $14.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1974 edition.
La Casa Adobe. By William Lumpkins. (Santa Fe: Ancient Press, 1986.
viii + 52 pp. Illustrations. $8.95 paper.) Revised and enlarged edition.
Entrepreneurs of the Old West. By David Dary. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1987. xi + 368 pp. Illustrations, tables, chart, notes,
bibliography, index. $11.95 paper.) Reprint.
Calamity Jane and the Lady Wildcats. By Duncan Aikman. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. xviii + 356 pp. Illustrations. $26.50
cloth, $8.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1927 edition, with a new introduction
by Watson Parker.
Old Times on the Upper Mississippi: The Recollections of a Steamboat Pilot
from 1854 to 1863. By George Byron Merrick. (St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1987. xxii + 323 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, notes, index. $8.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1909 edition.
My Confession: The Recollections of a Rogue. By Samuel E.Chamberlain.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. xvi + 302 pp. Illustrations, map, notes. $9.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1956 edition.
Fort Snelling: Colossus of the Wilderness. By Steve Hall. (St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1987. 43 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography. $5.95 paper.) Pictorial history.
No Pride in the Little Big Horn. Edited by Francis B. Taunton. (London:
English Westerners' Society, 1987. xii + 80 pp. Illustrations, map, appendix, notes, bibliography.) A special publication of the English Westerners' Society, with essays by Barry C. Johnson, Francis B. Taunton,
Colin Taylor, and Don Russell. For information on the English Westerners' Society, and their many publications, write Thomas Wanless,
29 The Tinings, Monkton Park, Chippenham, Wiltshire, England.

Custer's Chief of Scouts: The Reminiscences of Charles A. Varnum. Edited
by John M. Carroll. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. 192
pp. Illustrations, appendixes, notes, index. $18.95 cloth, $6.95 paper.)
Reprint of the 1982 edition.
I Fought with Custer: The Story of Sergeant Windolph, Last Survivor of the

Battle of the Little Big Horn. By Frazier and Robert Hunt. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. xx + 236 pp. Illustrations, maps, index.
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$22.95 cloth, $6.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1947 edition, with a new
foreword by Neil Mangum.

I Fought with Geronimo. By Jason Betzinez and Wilbur Sturtevant Nye.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. 211 pp. Illustrations, maps,
index. $19.95 cloth, $7.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1959 edition.
An Apache Campaign in the Sierra Madre: An Account of the Expedition in
Pursuit of the Hostile Apaches in the Spring of 1883. By John G. Bourke.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. xxii + 112 pp. Illustrations. $4.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1886 edition, with a new foreword
by Joseph c. Porter.
Apache Days and After. By Thomas Cruse. Edited by Eugene Cunnigham.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. 328 pp. Illustrations, notes.
$27.95 cloth, $9.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1941 edition of this memoir
of Apache warfare.
Wolves for the Blue Soldiers: Indian Scouts and Auxiliaries with the United
States Army, 1860-90. By Thomas W. Dunlay. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1987. viii + 304 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $8.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1982 edition.
The Comanches: Lords of the South Plains. By Ernest Wallace and E. Adamson Hoebel. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1986. xvii +
381 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $10.95 paper.)
Ninth printing.
Runner in the Sun: A Story of Indian Maize. By 0' Arcy McNickle. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1987. x + 249 pp. Illustrations, map. $8.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1954 edition.
Maria: The Potter of San Ildefonso. By Alice Marriott. (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1986. xxi + 294 pp. Illustrations, tables, appendixes, bibliography. $11.95 paper.) Fifteenth printing of this classic.
Masterpieces of the American West: Selections from the Anschutz Collection.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. No pagination. Map,
table, illustrations, index. $25.00 paper.) Color reproductions of selected paintings from the Anschutz Collection are accompanied by
biographical entries on each artist. This lavish compilation also has an
introduction by Charles C. Eldredge, of the National Museum of American Art, and a preface by Elizabeth Cunningham, director of exhibitions for the Anschutz Collection.
Maverick Tales of the Southwest. By Jack D. Rittenhouse. (Albuquerque:
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University of New Mexico Press, 1987. 223 pp. Bibliography. $10.95
paper.) Reprint of the 1971 edition.

Tales of the Big Bend. By Elton Miles. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1987. 189 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index.
$10.95 paper.) Fourth printing.
The Lieutenant's Lady. By Bess Streeter Aldrich. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1987.275 pp. $7.95 paper.) Reprint of the 1942 novel.
The Man Who Rode Midnight. By Elmer Kelton. (Garden City, New York:
Doubleday & Company, 1987.261 pp. $16.95.) A novel.
Song of the Cheyenne. By Jory Sherman. (Garden City, New York: Doubleday & Company, 1987. 179 pp. $12.95.) A Double-D western novel.
The Dictionary of Texas Misinformation. By Anne Dingus. (Austin: Texas
Monthly Press, 1987. x + 292 pp. Bibliography. $4.50 paper.) This
tongue-in-cheek yet serious review of Texas myths is a compilation by
a former editor of Texas Monthly magazine.
Mother Mason. By Bess Streeter Alderich. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. 269 pp. $7.96 paper.) Reprint of the 1924 edition.
Jack London on the Road: The Tramp Diary and 'Other Hobo Writings. Edited
by Richard W. Etulain. (Logan: Utah State University Press, 1987. xi
+ 209 pp. Illustrations, map, notes. $12.95 paper.) Reprint.
Medical Biographies: The Ailments of Thirty-Three Famous Persons. By Philip
Marshall Dale. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xviii +
267 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $10.95 paper.) Reprint
of the 1952 edition.
Our Nature. By Bil Gilbert. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987.
267 pp. $7.50 paper.) Reprint.

News Notes

The south rim of the Grand Canyon will be the site of the Historical
Society of New Mexico's 1988 annual conference, to be held jointly
with the Arizona Historical Society, Apri121-24. The conference, to be
headquartered at Grand Canyon National Park Lodge, will include a
reception, banquets, luncheons, awards ceremony, book auction, special tours, and sessions for presentation of historical papers. Papers
that reflect historical issues concerning both states and sessions with
a speaker from each state are encouraged. Proposals may be submitted
for complete sessions or for individual papers and should focus on the
Spanish colonial period, pre- and post-1860 expeditions, Indian history,
the Civil War, the military, mining, ranching, water and conservation,
tourism, Borderlands issues, railroads, women, Mormon settlement,
ethnic groups, historic preservation,. or the Grand Canyon. Program
committee co-chairs and their addresses are: Michael Weber, Arizona
Historical Society, 949 East Second Street, Tucson, Arizona 85719; William Philips, History Department, Arizona State University, Tempe,
Arizona 85287; Darlis A. Miller, Department of History, New Mexico
State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico 88003; and Myra Ellen Jenkins, 1022 Don Cubero, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501. Proposals may
be sent to any program committee member.
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Frederico Vigil's completed fresco in the Commons Room of the History Department in the University of New Mexico. Courtesy Michael Welsh.

Historical growth from diverse cultural origins. Such was the theme
Santa Fe frescoist Frederico Vigil chose for the large, full-color fresco
he has created in the Commons Room of the History Department in
the University of New Mexico. Vigil's work, completed this past summer, emphasizes the confluence of Old and New World cultures in the
Southwest. Donated by the artist and Nancy Briggs of Albuquerque,
the fresco represents the first gift to honor the university's 1989 centennial celebration. The History Department welcomes visits from anyone wishing to view it.
The School of American Research, the oldest center for advanced
studies in anthropology in the United States, marked its eightieth anniversary in December. Headquartered in Santa Fe, the school was
founded in 1907 by Edgar Lee Hewitt as a branch of the Archaeological
Institute of America. With an endowment of $13 million, the school
has helped support the work of more than eight hundred scholars,
many of them Indian artists, and houses a collection of more than
seventeen hundred pieces, including one of the best collections of
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Pueblo Indian pottery and one of the world's largest collections of
Indian art. The school also publishes books for scholarly and lay audiences on Indian art and disseminates the results of anthropological
work. Commemorative activities include special lectures and workshops, compilation of histories of the school and of Santa Fe, and
publication of Spanish American Blanketry by H. P. Mera.
The Los Alamos Historical Society and Museum will celebrate the
twentieth anniversary of its founding this year with a number of programs and projects including publication of its history, new museum
exhibits, and reprinting of several publications. A new society book,
based on the wartime experiences of nine Los Alamos women as recorded in manuscripts written in 1945, will be issued this spring. The
Los Alamos Historical Society and Museum is in good financial shape
to celebrate. According to its 1987 financial statement, the society enjoyed an income of more than $76,000 while expending less than $71,000.
Cash assets, meanwhile, grew by almost $8,000.
Future plans for the museum include better storage facilities for
artifacts and documents, improved archive retrieval through use of
computers and better cataloging, improved exhibits through renovations of the Ranch School and archaeological displays, and increased
interpretation for the Romero Cabin. In addition, the museum will
offer two traveling exhibits, both to be displayed in the Dorothy McKibbon
Room. "Pueblo Deco" from the Albuquerque Museum will be shown
from March to May 1988, and "Among Ancient Ruins: The Exploration
of Earl H. Morris" from the University of Colorado at Boulder will be
shown from July 30 through September 4, 1988.
The Proceedings, from the 1987 annual meeting of the Rocky Mountain Council on Latin American Studies held last April, are now available. Proceedings from previous meetings also may be purchased from
the Center for Latin American Studies, Nason House, Box 3JBR, New
Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico 88003. The next meeting of the Rocky Mountain Council will be held at Colorado State
University in Fort Collins, Colorado, February 4-6, 1988.
"Sunbelt Cities and Recent Urban America" is the theme for the
annual Walter Prescott Webb Memorial Lectures to be held March 17,
1988, at the University of Texas at Arlington. Participating in the lectures will be Zane Miller .of the University of Cincinnati, Carl Abbott
of Portland State University, Roger Lotchin of the University of North
Carolina, and Robert Fairbanks of the University of Texas at Arlington.
The Charles Redd Center for Western Studies at Brigham Young

100

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1988

University has announced competition for three awards in 1988. The
center will offer a summer fellowship for study of some aspect of change
in the Mountain West (defined as Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, Nevada, Arizona, and New Mexico) during the late nineteenth or twentieth century. Successful applicants will spend one month
between May and August 1988 researching the impact of change on
all or a selected group of people in the Mountain West. Research stipend
will be $1,500 plus up to $1,500 in research support funds. Application
deadline is February 1, 1988.
Upper division undergraduates and graduate students are encouraged to apply for a summer grant of up to $1,000 for a worthy
project dealing with the Mountain West. Research funding may be used
for preparation of seminar papers, theses, and dissertations. The project must be endorsed by a faculty member who will agree to direct the
research during summer 1988. Application deadline is March 1, 1988.
The Redd Center also has announced competition for a $500 prize
and guarantee of publication for a monograph-length manuscript in
the field of Western American studies relating to the Mountain West
for the 1988-1989 academic year. Manuscripts from any academic discipline in the humanities, social sciences, or behavioral sciences are
eligible as long as they are unpublished and between one hundred qnd
two hundred double-spaced, typewritten pages. Application deadline
is May 1, 1988.
Address inquiries to Thomas G. Alexander, Director, Charles Redd
Center for Western Studies, 4069 Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young
University, Provo, Utah 84602.
Lubbock Lake, site of archaeological digs for a half century, has
become a Texas state historic site. The designation, formalized in ceremonies last October, was arranged by the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, the Museum of Texas Tech University, and the City of
Lubbock. Renamed Lubbock Lake Landmark State Historical Site, the
three hundred-acre landmark provides a twelve-thousand-year continuous record of human life on the southern Great Plains. It is located
at Northwest Loop 289 and the Clovis Highway.
Several appointments to positions related to history in the Southwest have been announced in recent months. Among them, the New
Mexico State Records Center and Archives has named Robert J. Torrez
as state historian. A doctoral student in history at the University of
New Mexico, Torrez has held several positions in New Mexico state
government, most recently as program manager for the Division of
Vocational Rehabilitation. Torrez' research interests include the Tierra
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Amarilla area and military and economic history in Rio Arriba County.
The Albuquerque Museum also has announced two new staff appointments: David Ryan as assistant curator of collections and Guy R.
Herrington as exhibitions preparator. Ryan, a University of New Mexico graduate with training in preservation and the computer sciences,
had been acting assistant curator at the Albuquerque Museum since
January 1987 and before that, preparator. Herrington, a graduate of
the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, had worked previously as preparator for the Maxwell Museum of Anthropology at the
University of New Mexico.
In addition, the Amon Carter Museum in Fort Worth, Texas, has
named Thomas W. Southall curator of photographs effective January
18, 1988. Prior to his appointment, Southall was associate professor of
art history at the University of Kansas and curator of photography at
the Spencer Museum of Art.
We would like to express our thanks to Mrs. Margaret Swope of
Albuquerque, who kindly donated sixty-three back issues of this magazine, many of them rare and out of print, to the N~w Mexico Historical
Review in memory of her late husband, Judge Edwin L. Swope. The
New Mexico Historical Review welcomes any such donations.
Loraine Cleaveland Lavender, long associated with the Historical
Society of New Mexico and past president of that organization, died
at her home in Santa Fe on July 18, 1987. She was eighty-four. The
daughter of Agnes Morley Cleaveland, author of No Life for a Lady,
Lavender was born in Palo Alto, California. Although she grew up and
attended schools in California, Lavender spent much of her youth on
the family's New Mexico ranch near Datil. During World War II,Lavender lived with her mother on the ranch and worked in Datil for the
Lavender Lumber Company. Previously married and divorced, she
married again in 1946 to George Lavender. The Lavenders later operated lumber companies in Ocate and Taos before their divorce and
Loraine's subsequent move to Santa Fe, where she became active in
civic affairs.
Honored in 1985 for her long service to the Historical Society of
New Mexico, Lavender also had served as board member, secretary,
and vice president. She had served as president of the Historical Society
of Santa Fe as well. Lavender also was active in the New Mexico League
of Women Voters and the Altrusa Club of Santa Fe, and had served on
the lay board for St. Vincent's Hospital in Santa Fe and on the boards
of trustees for the Friends College of Santa Fe and the Old Santa Fe
Association.
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Manuel P. Servin, former University of New Mexico history professor and former editor of the New
Mexico Historical Review, died October 8, 1987, at age sixty-seven after
a long illness. An established, respected scholar in the history of the
Spanish Southwest, he joined the
history faculty in the University of
New Mexico in 1975 but was forced
to retire in 1976 after a stroke. Servin
Manuel P. Servin at work at the New had led an active Civic and scholarly
Mexico Historical Review.
career before coming to New Mexico. He had been professor of history and co-director of the Latin
American Studies program in the University of Southern California
during the 1960s, and had been professor of history and director of
the American Studies Program in Arizona State University in the early
1970s. A published scholar with books and articles on the history of
Spanish California and of the University of Southern California, Servin's last book was An Awakened Minority: The Mexican Americans (1974).
Born in EI Paso in 1920, Servin grew up among Mexican-Americans
in Calexico, California. These and other early experiences in southern
California strongly influenced his later education and research. Graduating from Calexico Union High School in 1939, he served in the
United States Army during World War II, after which he pursued a
college education, receiving a bachelor's degree from Loyola University
in Los Angeles in 1949 and a master's degree in social work from Boston
College in 1951. Returning to California in the early 1950s to become
a social worker, Servin taught mentally retarded children in Los Angeles. He soon resumed academic study, completing a doctorate in
history in the University of Southern California in 1959.
A supporter of Cesar Chavez, Servin also campaigned for reform,
serving as a member of the Los Angeles City Board of Education and
of the mayor's committee on historic preservation. Later, he served as
an assistant to then governor Ronald Reagan on the state's committee
on education. In the classroom, Servin championed greater awareness
of the contributions of Hispanic peoples to history as well as their
significance to the United States. Throughout his career, Manuel P.
Servin represented a new generation of Hispanic Americans who emphasized both pride in and realistic assessment of their history. As
such, he helped created a growing awareness of the Southwest's Hispanic heritage among all ethnic groups.

