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BOOK NOTES
REFERENCE MATERIALS ON LATIN AMERICA IN ENGLISH: THE HUMANITIES by
Richard D. Woods (Scarecrow Press, $32.50) is a bibliography of reference books
-encyclopedias, dictionaries, bibliographies, indexes, and calendars. The 1,252
annotated entries, arranged by author, cover such topics as art, film, folklore,
literature, music, and philosophy along with special topics on law, coin collecting, bullfighting, and others. Author, title, and subject indexes enhance the usefulness of this reference tool.
A more specialized bibliography, THE MEXICAN-AMERICAN WAR: AN
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY by Norman E. Tutorow, is available from Greenwood
Press ($37.95). This large, easy-to-use volume offers the most exhaustive bibliography on the war with more than 4500 entries for 1846-1848. Major sections
include Reference Works, Manuscript Collections, Government Documents, National Archives collections, Periodical Literature, Books, and Theses and Dissertations, each with numerous subheadings. In addition there are eight appendixes,
including a chronology, maps, tables on military strength and casualties, and
votes on war bills. This is by design a bibliography primarily of American
sources on the war (although Mexican and British materials are included), but as
such it is extremely useful. It will be the essential tool for those working on this
topic, and one would hope that it will stimulate publication of a companion
volume on Mexican sources.
Archon Books has just published A GUIDE TO THE SOURCES OF UNITED STATES
MILITARY HISTORY: SUPPLEMENT 1. The original guide was published in 1975 and
was divided into seventeen topics of U.S. military history, including one on the
Mexican War and another on the army from 1865-1917, with a critical analysis
of the literature and a bibliography for each section. The supplement, some 300
pages in length, follows the same format. It is an extremely important guide to
U.S. military history.
Recent developments in United States-Panama relations make PHILIPPE
BUNAU-VARILLA: THE MAN BEHIND THE PANAMA CANAL by Gustave Anguizola
(Nelson-Hall Publishers, $25.95) a timely volume. I t is a story of diplomacy, high
financial maneuvering, and canal building in which Bunau-Varilla emerges as
the hero.
For several years Msgr. Francis J. Weber has been working on the history of
California missions, producing a number of volumes, usually of a documentary
nature. KING OF THE MISSIONS: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF SAN LUIS, REY DE
FRANCIA ($12.00) and THE OLD PLAZA CHURCH: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY
($14.00) were published in limited editions by Libra Press and are available from
Dawson's Book Shop, 535 North Larchmont Blvd., Los Angeles 90004. In each
case the documents date largely from the period when the missions were active,
although some date from the twentieth century.
Several large format books dealing with the arts have been received. A BRUSH
WITH THE WEST by Dale Burk ($19.95, Mountain Press Publishing Co., Missoula,
Mont. 59806) is an overview of the development of western art in the Northern
Rocky Mountain region covering the work of early artists such as George Catlin
and Karl Bodmer to contemporary figures such as James Bama, John Clymer,
and others. The volume includes more than a dozen color plates.

Book Reviews
HISPANIC FOLK MUSIC OF NEW MEXICO AND THE SOUTHWEST: A SELF.PORTRAIT OF
A PEOPLE. By John Donald Robb. Norman, Okla.: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1980. Pp. xviii, 891. $35.00.
HISPANIC FOLK SONGS OF NEW MEXICO: WITH SELECTED SONGS COLLECTED,
TRANSCRIBED & ARRANGED FOR VOICE AND PIANO. By John Donald Robb. Albuquerque, N. Mex.: University of New Mexico Press, 1954. Reissued 1980. Pp.
viii, 83. $6.95 paper.
ThE FAIRLY RECENT, AS A HISTORIAN VIEWS TIME, rise of Chicano studies has had a
variety of impacts upon the study of the Hispanic Southwest. Most of these impacts have been salutary. One of the best of them has been to draw the attention
of scholars and, of equal importance, publishers, to the incredible rich lode of the
area's folklore. The recent publication (1978) by the UNM Press of Lorin Brown,
Hispano Folklife of New Mexico: The Lorin W. Brown Federal Writers Manuscripts, an incredible corpus of material collected in the late 1930s, the slightly
older publication (1977) by the Museum of New Mexico Press of Juan B. Rael,
Cuentos Espanoles de Colorado y Nuevo Mexico based in part on the pioneering
work of Aurelio M. Espinosa, and the very recent publication of the Museum of
New Mexico Press (1980) of Jose Griego y Maestas and Rudolfo A. Anaya Cuentos: Tales from the Hispanic Southwest, along with Robb's Hispanic Folk Music
are but the most obvious collections of this rich literary tradition.
I am not suggesting that there is anything trendy about the scholarly motivation of the major authors and collectors of the works mentioned above. Far from
it. Brown and Espinosa started their work in the 1930s, Robb's work begins in
the 1940s, and I am firmly convinced that Griego y Maestas and Anaya would
have begun their work thirty orforty years ago had they been born thirty orforty
years earlier. What is new and, I am afraid, somewhat trendy is the public and
therefore the publishers' interest in this scholarship.
And the interest is indeed scholarly. Robb's Hispanic Folk Music is one of the
most awesome labors of scholarship and love that I have ever read. For this
reason it is one of the most frustrating books I have ever tried to review. Not that
I believe a reviewer must be part hatchetman but decency, if not credibility,
demands something other than mere fulsome praise. Moreover, any reviewer
worthy of his sal t should be able to find some rabbit left unchased, some path untaken, some obscure idea left undeveloped. But alas, I must confess I can't do that
with this volume. Robb may have left some nook or cranny uncovered, but I
did not discover it.
And I tried. I read the work as a historian of New Mexico and found myself enriched, enlightened, and enchanted on every page. I examined it as an exercise in
folklore and found it as good as anything I have used. I tried to view it as an exer-
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cise in musicology (admittedly an area in which I plead guilty to an ignorance
just short of monumental) and came away thinking only a hopeless pedant in that
discipline would find it flawed. Finally after four complete readings (the last
from rear to front to see if all the loose ends were tied up-they were) I yielded to
my first impulse-that of fulsome praise. This volume is so good, so rich tha t I do
not think I would like to know a person who would not profit from reading it.
Hispanic Folk Songs is clearly a precursor of things to come. It cries briefly
and eloquently "Make way, make way!" Most of its value is, however, subsumed
in the major work. All but two of the secular songs are found in the larger work.
This does not mean it is without value. If you are interested in a brief introduction to an immense oral tradition, this volume is a good starting place.
If I were asked to translate the title of Eugene M. Rhodes's major work (Paso
por aqUl), I would expand its literal meaning. I would suggest that it means that
the person not only passed through but also left his mark upon either the land or
its people.
If I am right then Robb, both for the incomparable folk music archive that
bears his name and for these splendid works based on the lifetime of collecting
that built the archive, deserves the verdict Paso por aqui. We are indeed indebted
to him for this, his life's work.
North Texas State University

G. L. SELIGMANN, JR.

HISPANIC LEGENDS FROM NEW MEXICO: NARRATIVES FROM THE R. D, JAMESON
COLLECTION. Edited by Stanley L. Robe. Folklore and Mythology Studies, vol.
31. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1980. Pp. xi, 548. Bibliog., notes.
$24.50 paper.
THE PRESENT VOLUME is the companion to an earlier work entitled Hispanic Folktales from New Mexico, also edited by Professor Stanley Robe and published in
the University of California Folklore Studies series, which appeared in 1977.
Both volumes present narratives collected by students in northeastern New Mexico under the supervision of R. D. Jameson, a respected folklorist a t New Mexico
Highlands University. After his death in 1959, Jameson's materials were deposited at the UCLA Center for the Study of Comparative Folklore and Mythology
where Professor Robe prepared them for publication.
Hispanic Legends is a welcome edition to New Mexico folklore scholarship,
for, as Professor Robe explains in his lucid introduction, the bulk of folklore
research in the state has concentrated on the folktale. The attraction of the
folktale rests largely on its relative consistency of form that enables scholars to
compare versions across distance and time. Various researchers, notably the Espinosas and Juan B. Rael, have focused on the folktale to support the theory that
modern New Mexican culture is still largely the product of customs and institutions planted by the Spanish colonists. The questionable validity of this view
aside, the inordinate attention to the New Mexican folktale has created something of a vacuum in legend scholarship despite the fact that legends generally
outnumber folktales in the repetoire of Hispanic American informants. As Pro-
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fessor Robe puts it, "the significance of the present volume is that it opens wide
the door on legends in New Mexico."
Legends, despite the resistance of the genre to strict definition, generally begin
with a delineation of an ordinary person engaged in a commonplace activity.
Suddenly "some manifestation of the supernatural intrudes," and the narrative
then concerns itself with the individual's reaction to a clearly superior force or
being. Oftentimes the endangered individual resorts to religious or magical
devices to save himself from danger. Although legends generally focus on the
dilemmas of individuals, the surrounding community often intervenes to offer
advice and remedies.
Like all folklore, legends reveal a good deal about the cultural group from
which they spring, and the Jameson collection suggests something of the nature
of Hispanic American life in northern New Mexico. Many legends do indeed date
from seventeenth-century Spain, but others bear Indian and Anglo influences.
The large number of legends treating religion and family issues confirms the continuing importance of these institutions. The narrow geographical range of the
narratives underscores the extraordinary cohesiveness and relative immobility of
the northern New Mexicans.
The 730 legends presented here vary widely in development. In some, the narrative element is slight, giving the impression that these items are actually fragments rather than complete legends. Another group contains rather complex and
sustained plots and bears striking similarities to legends from other cultures.
Generally, these are migratory legends, such as the Vanishing Hitchhiker, that
occur not only in different cultures but in widely separated ones as well.
Although the items gathered in this volume were collected between 1951 and
1957, they seem to reflect an earlier cultural milieu. Perhaps, most of the informants were older members of the various communities sampled, whose values
and interests were shaped a generation earlier when village life in northern N~w
Mexico was more hermetic. It is questionable whether a contemporary selection
of legends from the same area would produce so many narratives about witchcraft and ghosts.
One hopes that Hispanic Legends from New Mexico will attract a wider audience than professional folklorists. The legends are entertaining, and Professor
Robe's annotations are informative and unobtrusive. The volume would be especially useful to literary scholars interested in the origins of fictional themes in
several major recent Mexican American novels and stories.

University of California, Los Angeles

RAYMUND A. PAREDES

THE WOOD CARVERS OF CORDOVA, NEW MEXICO: SOCIAL DIMENSIONS OF AN
ARTISTIC "REVIVAL." By Charles L. Briggs. Knoxville: University of Tennessee
Press, 1980. Pp. xvii, 253. lIlus., appendixes, index, references. $19.95 cloth.
ONCE, SO THE LEGEND GOES, northern New Mexico was populated almost entirely
by folk artists. They were sensitive, poetic people who eked out a living from the
harsh mountain country, and on long winter nights they carved religious images,
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fitted together simple but beautiful furniture, wove blankets, and did painstaking
colcha embroidery. Then came the railroad and the mail-order house, and these
beautiful but simple people rejected the arts of their forefathers for the seductive
mass-produced objects of industrial civilization. They languished in darkness for
decades, but then a few poetic souls from afar (New York and Chicago) came
among them and awakened the creative spark. The result was a Folk Art Revival,
with busy fingers and humming looms restoring happiness and prosperity to the
land. Today, according to the organizers of the Feria de los Artesanos in Albuquerque, there are more than three hundred folk artists in New Mexico, practicing the crafts of their ancestors. Interestingly enough, the same scenario could be
written for the Appalachians, the Adirondacks, the Sea Islands of South Carolina, or rural Vermont-all regions "discovered" by affluent urbanites in the
1920s, when the cult of artistic primitivism was at its height.
Charles Briggs, a New Mexican who teaches cultural anthropology at Vassar,
scrutinizes one aspect of this nationwide craft revival in great detail, and he concludes that the legend does not match the facts. His book examines the making of
carved wooden objects, both sacred and secular, in Cordova, New Mexico. He
discusses the craft's nineteenth-century traditions, and its revival during World
War I by Jose Dolores LOpez, a carpenter who tried to assuage his anxiety for his
soldier son by taking up woodcarving. Briggs tells about Lopez's "discovery" by
Anglos living in Santa Fe, and about their shaping of his work to meet their aesthetic standards, and he traces the development of woodcarving as a cottage industry by Lopez's descendants and their neighbors.
In this discussion Briggs does what few writers about American folk art seem
to be able to accomplish: he analyzes the objects in their social and economic as
well as their aesthetic contexts. He discusses the economic motives that lead to
their production (the need for cash income in the face of a collapsing local
agrarian economy); the tools and techniques of their makers (the author apprenticed himself to a Cordovan wood carver); the way in which they are sold, and,
most significantly, the attitudes of both their makers and their purchasers about
them. He concludes that wood carving in Cordova is not something as simple as
the revival of a dormant art form; it is, in fact, a new dimension of an old
HispaniccAmerican phenomenon, the role of the religious image as a mediator in
social relationships. For the past fifty years, Briggs says, the carvings have been
mediators between economically disenfranchised Hispanos and relatively affluent Anglos. In the future, he thinks they may become mediators between different groups of Hispanos seeking a reenforced ethnic identity.
There is no question that this book is an extremely important contribution to
the study of material culture. One can occasionally wince at the author's reliance on sociological jargon ("the iconicity of image and referent," for instance),
one can regret his failure to relate the New Mexico revival to other craft revivals
of the period, and one can even disagree with his conclusions, but his gathering
and presentation of hard evidence about objects and their makers is unparalleled
in the study of Hispanic-American folk art in North America, a field that is sadly
bereft of well-researched data.

Museum of International Folk Art, Santa Fe

LoNN TAYLOR
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Los PATRONES: PROFILES OF HISPANIC POLITICAL LEADERS IN NEW MEXICO
HISTORY. By Maurilio E. Vigil. Washington, D.C.: University Press of America, 1980. Pp. x, 169. Notes. $8.75 paper.
BEGINNING WITH ANTONIO JOSE MARTiNEZ and ending with Joseph M. Montoya,
this book traces the careers of twenty-six Hispanic political leaders. Each of the
three sections of the study begins with a short historical sketch describing the
situation of New Mexicans in the periods covered. Three biographies are included in part one, the years in which two cultures met in the Borderlands
(1821-1850); twelve profiles comprise the territorial period (1850-1911); statehood and its aftermath, the last section, has eleven biographies and a short description of the patron system. The author notes that patrones might be clergymen like Martinez, businessmen like the Oteros, or lawyers like Montoya, but
whatever his occupation the patron "was responsible for the political, social and
economic well-being of his people" (p. 166).
Less a political history than a compendium, and with one or two omissions,
this work by Maurilio E. Vigil has succeeded in its attempt "to collect, within a
single cover, brief biographies of the most influential Hispanic political leaders. "
I was struck, however, by the absence of Manuel Armijo, Jose Santos Gonzalez,
and Elfego Baca. Frequently citing R. E. Twitchell and Charles F. Coan, the
author also made use of several histories of New Mexico, newspape~ obituaries,
the New Mexico Blue Book (1882), and several other sources.
This well-written survey is obviously intended for undergraduates and the
general reader. Still, the author could have used his talent to produce a better
book. Why did he not use other secondary sources readily available? Why, for example, were Henry Raup Wagner's findings not considered in the author's
remarks concerning the arrival in New Mexico of the press used by Father
Martinez to publish his newspaper and other works? Why was Howard Hoberts
Lamar not utilized for the historical sketch of the territorial period?
Vigil also errs in his statement that the patron system was introduced into New
Mexico in the seventeenth century by way of the encomienda system, which
"gave a sizable grant of land to a single proprietor as a reward for his service to
the crown" (p. 165). C. H. Haring (in agreement with France V. Scholes, Silvio
Zavala, and other students of the colonial period) has noted that "there is no
evidence that Spanish legislation ever combined title to an encomienda with territorial proprietorship." The origins of the patron and the rise of political bosses
in New Mexico still need to be researched. I remain convinced that the political
caudillo in New Mexico is a nineteenth-century phenomenon, resulting from the
arrival of a new economic and political system introduced by Anglo-Americans
and welcomed by the Mexican government.
One final point. Although the author does a good job of telling us the various
political offices held by these Hispanic leaders, were all of them as decent and
honorable as Father Martinez? The virtues and defects of the men described by
Vigil are often not commented upon. I am sure that more than one could not
have said truthfully, as Martinez did, that he had "coveted no man's silver, or
gold, or apparel."
University of Nebraska

RALPH H. VIGIL
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ZUMARRAGA AND HIS FAMILy-LETTERS TO VIZCAYA, 1536-1548. Edited by
Richard E. Greenleaf and translated by Neal Kaveny, O.F.M. Washington,
D.C.: Academy of American Franciscan History, 1979. Pp. xxxvi, 162. Notes,
index. $25.00.
JUAN DE ZUMARRAGA, a member of the Franciscan Order, came to Mexico City
in 1528 as its first bishop-elect. Except for returning to Spain in 1532-1534 for
his consecration, he remained in New Spain until his death in 1548. Richard E.
Greenleaf, whose first book dealt with Zumarraga's activities as inquisitor, presents here a group of previously unpublished personal documents from the hand
of the bishop. There are fifteen items altogether; eight of them a re personal letters, while the rest consist of such varied things as a legal agreement, powers of
attorney, and inventories.
These documents do not deal primarily with the affairs of Zumarraga's
bishopric; rather, they are centered around his efforts to endow a hospice for
traveling Franciscan preachers in his family home in Durango, Spain, which
would be directed by a group of religious women. But the documents do give
many enlightening insights into the activities and interests of Mexico City's first
bishop. They show his feeling of frustration over the crown's decision to take
from him the support of the Indian town of Ocuituco, his intellectual interests as
evidenced by the books that he sent back to Spain, and the increasing burdens of
old age, aggravated by a fall from his mule that he suffered at nearly seventy
years of age while on a visitation of his diocese in 1546. The final item in the collection was written on 2 June 1548, the day before his death.
Taken as a group, the letters are a story of betrayal, as the nephew to whom
Zumarraga first entrusted the funds for the endowment did not carry out the
agreement and became an obstacle in the way of another nephew who tried to
remedy the situation. The project eventually saw partial fulfillment after the
bishop's death. Greenleaf's introduction places the documents in historical
perspective and gives illuminating background information. He is to be congratulated on his care in preparing the difficult texts.
The letters are published in Spanish with English translation, by Neal Kaveny,
O.F.M., on the facing page. One might at times wish for greater precision in the
translation, although the presence of the Spanish text does allow one to make his
own interpretation. For instance, among Zumarraga's books there appears a
"Compendio de la Sagrada Teologia de la S. B.B." The presence of the article
"Ia" should indicate that the abbreviation stands for "Sagrada Biblia" and
should not be translated as "Compendium of Sacred Theology of S.B.B." (pp.
124-125). A term that is found in several places in the volume is "pan de renta,"
which the bishop wanted his agents to buy as an investment. The translator interprets it as wheat, but this would not seem to represent a very long-term, secure investment, especially alongside the other items that are mentioned in the same
phrase-"molinos 0 herreria" (mills or ironworks). The word "pan," however,
was used also for land on which cereal crops could be raised, and I assume that
the "docientas fanegas de pan de renta" (p. 12) would refer to an investment in
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land extensive enough to sow 200 fanegas of grain. There are other simple and
obvious errors in the translation. To choose a short one, "Y Fray Pedro de Torres
en este capitulo quiso ser su compafiero" is translated "Fray Pedro de Torres was
appointed as his companion to this [cathedral?] chapter" (pp. 142-143, bracketed term by the translator). As any politician, civil or ecclesiastical, should
know, the difference between "quiso ser" and "was appointed" can be great and
difficult.
Philosophies of translation differ, and, as Greenleaf mentions in his introductory note, Kaveny chose the route of a nonliteral translation. But it seems to me
that there is little object in making a translation, especially in documentary
material such as this, unless the translation expresses as exactly as possible the
ideas of the original writer and the interdependence that he gave to those ideas.

University of Maryland

J. BENEDICT WARREN

THE MEXICAN-AMERICAN: A CRITICAL GUIDE TO RESEARCH AIDS. By Barbara J.
Robinson and J. Cordell Robinson. Foreword by Carlos E. Cortes. Foundations
in Library and Information Science, vol. 1. Greenwich, Conn.: JAI Press,
1980. Pp. xv, 287. Indexes. $37.50 cloth.
THIS IS NOT A BIBLIOGRAPHY of Mexican-American sources per se, but a bibliography of bibliographies. It is organized into Part I: General Works (audio-visual
sources, dictionaries, genealogical sources, biographical sources, statistical
sources, and other general works). In Part II there are subject bibliographies:
education, folklore, history, labor, linguistics, literature, social and behavioral
sciences, and women. At the beginning of each chapter or subject bibliography a
useful introduction explains the subject.
The inclusion of the last category, apparently inspired by the recent feminist
movement, as a separate category implies that other categories of bibliographies
would be considered only the activities of men. The authors seem to be cognizant
of this when they state at the beginning of the chapter on women: "For more indepth investigations, the major studies, periodicals, anthologies, and conference
proceedings on the Mexican-American must be consulted. The subject bibliographies and reference tools listed in other chapters will assist in identifying these
supplementary sources."
Inasmuch as those reading the Review will probably be most interested in the
chapter on history, it seems appropriate to examine the sixty-one entries of that
chapter in greater detail. After each entry there is a brief, descriptive paragraph.
Ten of the sixty-one bibliographical entries are Mexican-American bibliographies; the others range from Claude Elliot's Theses on Texas History . .. to Andrew Wallace's Sources and Readings in Arizona History . .. and Luis Gonzalez
y Gonzalez' Fuentes de la historia contemporanea de Mexico; Libros y folletos. As
these three bibliographies indicate, fifty-one of the entries in this section are the
standard catalogues, guides, and bibliographies relating to the Southwest and to
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individual states. This causes one to ask what criteria did the authors use in determining what is southwestern and what is Mexican-American, or is there a significant difference?
As the title indicates, The Mexican-American: A Critical Guide to Research
Aids is basically a reference work. It was prepared by a librarian and a historian
as part of a series in library and information science under the general editorship
of the Dean of the School of Library Science at Simmons College in Boston. This
guide will be most valuable to those beginning studies of the Mexican-American
and to librarians. The guide appears to have been written for librarians by librarians. As such it will be of great value for those in that very important field of
endeavor.
\

New Mexico Highlands University

GUILLERMO

Lux

MEXICAN EMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES 1897-1931: SOCIo-EcoNOMIC PATTERNS. By Lawrence A. Cardoso. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1980.
Pp. xvii, 192. Illus., notes, bibliog., index. $19.50 cloth, $8.95 paper.
LAWRENCE CARDOSO HAS WRITTEN a useful analysis of the social, economic, and
political forces that influenced the course of Mexican emigration to the United
States during the first three decades of this century. The book's major strength
lies in its careful examination of the often contradictory, often conflicting responses to Mexican immigration by government agencies, private businesses,
social service organizations, religious denominations, nativist groups, and the
media. The author shows particular deftness in exploring the internal workings
of the U.S. and Mexican governments, whose policies toward Mexican emigration/immigration generally lacked consistency and often lacked coherence.
In contrast to his revealing analysis of the societal contexts of migration, Cardoso offers little new about how the emigrants perceived their own experience.
To provide emigrant perspectives, Cardoso relies almost totally on published,
oft-used sources such as the long-extant studies of Manuel Gamio and Paul Taylor. Since Cardoso states that his "major concern throughout this study is the
people whom the Mexican novelist Mariano Azuela called 'the underdogs' .. (p.
xiii), it is puzzling why he failed to use interviewing and a broader selection of
newspapers to inject freshness into his emigrant perspectives. Also unfortunate is
the scantness of his attention to the important topic of Mexican-American responses to Mexican immigration.
With these main limitations, Cardoso's book is generally solid. Inconsistencies
and factual errors appear to be few, but some are present. For example, the percentage of Mexican workers on southwestern railroad tracks suffers an unlikely
decline from 70-to-90 percent in 1900 (p. 29) to 50 percent in 1909 (p. 27). On
page 148 Cardoso states that the Mexican government admonished its consuls
"to do all in their power to keep as many workers in the United States as possible," yet seventeen lines later he reports without explanation that "consuls coop-
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erated to the fullest with charity bureaus which carried out repatriation drives."
Finally, in his bibliographical essay Cardoso mistakenly gives Gary Nash (rather
than Gerald Nash) credit for writing The American West in the Twentieth Century.
Despite such lapses, the book is worthy and informative. Cardoso provides valuable insights into the historical yet ongoing complexities of the emigration/immigration phenomenon, which continues to perplex the two nations. As a result,
the book should be of value not only to those concerned with history, but also to
contemporary U.S. and Mexican policymakers.

University of California, Riverside

CARLOS E. CORTES

IMAGES OF THE MEXICAN AMERICAN IN FICTION AND FILM. By Arthur G. Pettit.
Edited and afterword by Dennis E. Showalter. College Station: Texas A&M
University Press, 1980. Pp. xxv, 282. Bibliog., index. $19.50 cloth; $9.95
paper.
HENRY NASH SMITH'S Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and Myth
(1950) was, of course, the first study to employ popular fiction as a barometer of
widely held American beliefs and values. Despite the enormous influence of
Smith's pioneer work, a lively argument has developed in the decades since its
publication concerning the validity of the researcher's methods and assumptions.
At the start of Images of the Mexican American in Fiction and Film, Arthur G.
Pettit briefly reviews the argument, and concludes that "popular culture may not
embody some pseudo-Jungian version of the collective unconsciousness. On the
other hand, it is likely to reflect a minimum acceptable denominator of its consumer's attitudes" (p. xxiii). From this premise Pettit proceeds to survey an astonishing array of popular fiction and motion pictures in an attempt to demonstrate
"how stereotypes are created and maintained" (p. xiii)-specifically the dominant society's stereotypes of Mexican Americans. To fulfill this objective the
author belies somewhat the comprehensive promise of his title: of necessity he
limits his discussion to novels and movies by Anglo writers and filmmakers.
The book presents a kaleidoscope of stereotypes of Mexican Americans that
is, for the most part, a sorry spectacle. As Pettit shows, the stereotypes sprang
from mid-nineteenth-century American literature-from the blatant racism of
the period and from "the fictional need for villains who offer maximum contrast
to the heroes" (p. 23). In popular fiction set in the West and Southwest, Mexican
Americans conveniently provided such a contrast. In writing of this kind, a
"color-coding" emerged so that color became "an ultimate determinant of character" (p. 57): lightskinned, upper-class Mexican Americans were sometimes assigned sympathetic roles, while those with darker skins were invariably buffoons
or, worse, villains. The stereotypes are invoked a bit more subtly in Anglo
popular culture of the twentieth century, but nonetheless perniciously.
Though Pettit does not say so explicitly, his study suggests that the recent
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popular cinema has done slightly better than popular literature in avoiding the
cruder stereotypes. The author highly (and convincingly)· praises John Steinbeck's screenplay for Viva Zapata! and Sam Peckinpah's The Wild Bunch for
their generally realistic and believable portrayal of Mexico and of individual
Mexican characters. About the only work of fiction to elicit a few kind words is
So Far from Heaven, a charming but lightweight novel by Richard Bradford.
Perhaps the most dismaying aspect of this study is Pettit's conclusion that the
stereotypes continue to appear, in updated guises, a century and a half after their
invention. Their persistence is attributed to "the absence of significant external
and internal challenges" to their existence within the dominant culture (p. 245).
Arthur Pettit, a professor of history at Colorado College before his sudden
death in 1976, invested more than a decade of research in preparing to write this
book. Following his death Dennis Showalter, a friend and colleague at Colorado
College, edited the manuscript for publication and supplied an afterword. The
results of the forced collaboration are, I think, about the best that could have
been expected. Still there are problems. A number of errors-minor, but annoying-ought to have been corrected in the editing process, (Showalter, in his
preface, refers to the western writer "James" Manlove Rhodes; Claud Garner's
novel Wetback is mistitled The Wetback; the movie Rio Lobo is said to be set in
Arizona, not Texas; and so forth.) More seriously the work's concluding pagesinevitably, perhaps, since Pettit did not live to write a real conclusion to his
study-are disappointing. Even so, Images of the Mexican American in Fiction
and Film is a worthwhile and illuminating volume. There is value in the description and analysis of a problem, even if little hope is held out that the problem
may be resolved in the foreseeable future.

Tarleton State University

WILLIAM T. PILKINGTON

WHEN BUFFALO FREE THE MOUNTAINS: THE SURVIVAL OF AMERICA'S UTE INDIANS. By Nancy Wood. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1980. Pp. xxii, 293. 11Ius. $14.95 cloth.
THIS BOOK IS ABOUT THE INHABITANTS of the two Indian reservations in Colorado,
the Southern Utes and the Ute Mountain Utes. The title comes from the words
spoken by a Ute grandmother to her grandson, "When the white buffalo free the
mountains, then we'll be free too. Like we used to be when we lived there" (p.
xviii). The subtitle is misleading since the Northern Utes are hardly mentioned.
The book does not detail the histories of those two tribes in Colorado but tries to
show how the Utes of Colorado are adrift in an alien dominant society, torn between two worlds, and without any agreed upon religion or common elements of
cultur'e to fall back upon.
To portray this confusion and despair, the author, an accomplished writer,
talked with several families and officials but apparently she did not realize that
factionalism and family feuds have always plagued the Utes along with fear,
superstition, and ignorance. Had she talked with other individuals and families
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she might have gotten an entirely different account of the motives and actions of
some elected tribal officials and members of the tribes. She paints a very dismal
picture of the presen t and future of the Utes, with whom she claims to be a friend,
but, as the. old saying goes, with friends like her the Utes need no enemies.
The book is suspect for other reasons. It is replete with quotes, but no source or
explanation for them or other material is given. There are no footnotes, index, or
bibliography. There is too much rumor, gossip, and innuendo. Old cliches about
actions and motives of B.LA. and governmental agencies are .perpetuated, despite the fact that especially the B.LA. 's policies and emphases have changed dramatically in the past few years. One would conclude from the book that all
elected officials of both tribes are weak and corrupt and that all Utes believe in
sorcery and witchcraft, and that all B.LA. personnel are interested only in the
perpetuation of their jobs. There are serious errors of commission and omission.
For example: Navajo Springs is not now Cortez (p. 17) but was a few miles south
of present-day Towaoc; Roosevelt was not president in 1931 (p. 115); Jefferson is
not the tribal chairman's "chief executive officer" (p. 202); Eddie Box has not
been a member of the tribal council since 1964 (p. 256); G.E.D. does not stand
for Graduate Equivalent Degree (p. xvii) but stands for General Educational Development. Mistakes like these make one wonder about other contents.
Omissions leave a false picture. For example, she does not mention that some
200,000 acres of land thrown open to non-Indian settlement in 1899 were not
taken and were returned to the tribe in the 1930s (p. 127); she does not mention
that John Taylor inherited his wife's allotment of 160 acres and sold it to nonIndians for the townsite of Ignacio (p. 158). In other words, this reviewer thinks
that the material was researched in a very poor manner.
One redeeming feature is the inclusion of about seventy excellent photographs,
which help to illustrate the story she wants to tell. She photographs faces extremelywell.
No one would disagree that many Colorado Utes are without roots, but this
book is simply too negative to paint a true picture, and one wonders why many of
the things are dwel t upon. There is simply too much dirty linen for this reviewer
to recommend the book to anyone wanting to learn about the Utes of Colorado.

Fort Lewis College

ROBERT DEU.NEY

AMERICAN INDIAN LEADERS: STUDIES IN DIVERSITY. Edited by R. David Edmunds.
Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1980. Pp. xiv, 257. IIlus., notes, index.
$19.50 cloth; $5.95 paper.
LiKE THE FLUID CHARACTER of Indian sovereignty and social organization following the white invasion nearly five centuries ago, the impact of Indian leadership
is important to an understanding of Indian-white relations in the United States.
According to the editor and the various contributors to this collection of essays,
diversity is one important key to understanding.
Too often the media and uncritical frontier historians have focused their atten-
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tion on the so-called "patriot" chiefs, i.e., those tribal leaders who enjoyed power
in times of war with the invader or other native-groups. But this leadership was
at best temporal and certainly no more important than that of the "peace"
chiefs, whose personal prestige, advice, and sense of accommodation on a day-today basis had a significant impact on native welfare. The situation is further
complicated by the fact that, by comparison to Euro-American political leadership, both war and peace chiefs enjoyed only marginal control over their rank
and file. Irreconcilable factionalism over momentous issues generally led to the
permanent splintering of clans and villages, and the advent of socio-political
change largely beyond the control of any particular Indian leader. Indeed, the
metaphysics of divine-right rule and benevolent despotism or the more practical
domination of national resources for fending off the invader was mostly alien to
native culture. To white exploiters it was an anomoly; to Indians it was tradition
and reality.
Twelve biographical essays by established scholars attempt to document this
diversity of Indian leadership. They are: "Old Briton" by R. David Edmunds;
"Joseph Brant" by James O'Donnell; "Alexander McGillivray" by Michael D.
Green; "Red Bird" by Martin Zanger; "John Ross" by Gary E. Moulton; "Santana" by Donald Worcester; "Washakie" by Peter M. Wright; "Sitting Bull" by
Herbert T. Hoover; "Quanah Parker" by William T. Hagan; "Dennis Bushyhead" by H. Craig Miner; and "Carlos Montezuma" and "Peter MacDonald" by
Peter Iverson.
Collectively, the essays are for the most part well documented and indicative
of the authors' penchant for challenging stereotypes. Notable are Professor
Hagan's carefully researched and closely argued case against Quanah Parker's
alleged leadership as a powerful, influential war chief of the Comanches, and
Professor Miner's interesting (but at times abstruse) analysis of Dennis Bushyhead as a product of the Gilded Age. A recurring theme is "progressive" leadership as opposed to more "traditional" leadership of the precontact era.
Diplomacy, interest in self-aggrandizement, commitment to economic improvement, accommodation, manipulation, ambition, and guarded respect for
tradition-indeed, virtually all forms of behavior that historically have characterized leaders everywhere~may be found in the careers here discussed. Some
readers may find Professor Iverson's treatment of Peter MacDonald too generous, and Professor Wright's analysis of Washakie somewhat oversimplified. But
these are solid essays that well accomplish the editor's design for a critical appreciation of various kinds of Indian leadership.
Typographical mistakes, convoluted constructions in some of the narratives,
and errors in bibliographical citations suggest hasty copy-editing. This is a book
that instructors of courses in Indian-white relations might want to consider for
required reading.

Wichita State University

WILLIAM

E. UNRAU
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FACING WEST: THE METAPHYSICS OF INDIAN-HATING AND EMPIRE-BUILDING. By
Richard Drinnon. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1980. Pp. xx,
571. Illus., notes, bibliog., index.' $20.00 cloth.
WITH THE ZEAL AND PARTIALITY of a prosecuting attorney, Richard Drinnon has
ransacked the theories of Freud and Manoni, the monographs of Pearce, Berkhofer, Slotkin, Rogin, Salisbury, Jennings, Diamond, Debo, Wallace, and Williams and a raft of novels, Congressional hearings, and federal archives to prove
a point. The point is that racist imperialism came over on the Mayflower and
flourished in our Indian wars and in imaginative reconstructions of those racial
conflicts. Victories over the Indians reinforced an ideology and practice of treating nonwhites as subhuman-legacies from which twentieth-century Filipinos
and Vietnamese drew ample income. Drinnon attributes the Anglo-American's
murderous racism not merely to greed, but more especially to sexual repression
and denial of the body, which led on the one hand to the projection of wild and
murderous impulses onto dark, dancing tribesmen, and on the other, to a thoroughly sadistic impulse to order and rationalize-or maim and murder-every
dark and tribal person who moved anywhere on the planet.
The thesis leads its author in a number of interesting directions-to the discovery, for example, of a University of Michigan zoologist who "proved" that
Filipinos were divided among eighty-four tribes, and consequently were incapable of self-government. For that discovery, Professor Worcester spent years as
U.S. Commissioner, handing out soap and baseballs to the Filipinos.
With all its range, Professor Drinnon's case for the prosecution is notable for
its omissions. He says nothing about how we bombed several hundred thousand
Japanese into radioactive rubble in defense of several white empires in the Far
East. If they attacked first, so did Osceola. Is it the shadow of Tojo, or the
presence of Toyota, that makes it so difficult to present the obviously non-Caucasian Japanese as simple peasant victims of racist aggression?
Drinnon manages to use the work of Debo on Geronimo and Wallace on the
Seneca without noting the elaborate incest tabus and other indicators of "repression" in Apache and Seneca society; their torture rituals; or the fact that the warrior role was more severely mandated for Seneca and Apache males than for
Puritan. Ask a Huron (if you can find one) whether the Seneca who invaded and
destroyed Huronia and danced in pure Dionysian frenzy around their burning
captives were innocently defending their homeland. Some whites hated "savages" because they behaved, for their own good reason, quite savagely. To ignore
this denies both races their full, tragic humanity.
This reviewer admires the wealth of insight Professor Drinnon has brought to
his project and agrees with him that Anglo-Americans have much to learn from
Native Americans. But one cannot look' to Native American societies, past or
present, for models of life without repression, projection, sadism, ethnocentrism
(God is Red?), and violence. The Noble Savage is also a racist stereotype.

University ofRochester

MARY YOUNG
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THE JEWS OF THE WEST. Edited by Moses Rischin. Waltham, Mass.: The American Jewish Historical Society for the Western Jewish History Center of the
Judah L. Magnes Memorial Museum, Berkeley, Calif., 1979. Pp. 157. lIlus.
$5.95.
MOSES RISCHIN, a disciple of Oscar Handlin, and an accomplished historian, has
assembled six regional studies of Jews in the West.
Lending coherence to these otherwise disparate articles are two underlying
propositions: I) Central to an understanding of western history is its urban experience, and Jews have been the consummate urbanites; 2) Jewish urban history
can fruitfully be explored through quantitative analysis.
In this spirit, three studies deal with aspects of social mobility in Los Angeles,
San Francisco, and Portland; also an investigation of Jewish nonpartisan Republicanism in San Francisco, an analysis of a Denver experiment in resettling immigrants, and an exploration in depth of the trauma in the movie industry induced
by the forays of the House Committee on Un-American Activities. The precious
nuggets uncovered by this statistical mining of urban ore are a varied lot.
Mitchell Gelfand examined Jewish affiliation lists, occupational and residential patterns, and property assessments in Los Angeles circa 1880, and compared
them with a local non-Jewish control group and with Jewish communities in New
York, Columbus, and Atlanta, where comparable data was available.
He found, not surprisingly, that Jewish occupational stratification, social and
economic mobility, and persistence were more closely correlated to patterns of
Jewish mobility in other cities than they were to the non-Jewish control group in
Los Angeles. He concluded that the causative factors were more attuned to a core
of indigenous Jewish middle class values than they were to the Los Angeles historical context.
A similar conclusion was drawn by Peter Drucker who examined the highly
visible occupational and financial success patterns of Jewish merchants in
nineteenth-century San Francisco in the face of ethnic and religious barriers of
prejudice and credit discrimination. He deduced that an informal supportive
credit network, high persistence rate, and Jewish "work ethic" accounted for
economic achievement in San Francisco as in other parts of the country.
A study of the same merchant class w'as made by David Dalin who documented its prominent role in Republican nonpartisan politics during the period
f r()II1 1911 to 1963. Unlike the situation in Los Angeles, this highly successful
and influential elite retained its Republican political allegiance and won elective
and appointive office in San Francisco to a degree unparalleled in any other
American city. Los Angeles, in contrast, after 1880 had no "ethnic Jewish seats"
until ~ecent years.
'
William Toll examined in depth residential and occupational patterns, synagogue affiliation, and persistence in Portland during the period 1910-1930 and
correlated the'results,with leadership in the local B'nai Brith Lodge. He concluded that leadership changes in B'nai Brith indicated that the Lodge provided
a vehidefor: self-expression and ethnic identification on the part of a new upwardly mobile professional elite rather than reflecting the changing social structure of the B'nai Brith Lodge.
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John Livingston also used B'nai Brith historical records to study a turn-of-thecentury project in resettling Russian immigrants in Denver, Colorado. The
alarming concentration of newly arrived immigrants in eastern ghettoes had
given rise to various schemes to encourage dispersal in the western part of the
country. The Denver experience illustrates the ambivalent attitude of the German Jewish community throughout the country tha t feared the influx of new immigrants and yet accepted its responsibilities to aid in their resettlement and acculturation. This study of one B'nai Brith Lodge is paradigmatic of the United
States, which continuously and ambivalently accepts and resists its immigrants.
The final study by Howard Subar breaks the thread of quantitative analysis,
This is gripping narrative history describing a period in which a largely conservative and Jewish movie executive class was tenuously allied with a largely
radical and Jewish movie workers group against anti-Semitism, a coalition torn
asunder when attacked by the House Committee on Un-American Activities. The
result was the infamous blacklist, acquiesced in and enforced by the movie industry. Dr. Subar makes no judgments and draws no conclusions. Inevitably one
is drawn to ask: Can it happen here again?
This slender paperback is well proportioned with information, analysis, and
perspective. It is a welcome addition to the growing library of western American
and Jewish history.

University ofJudaism, Los Angeles

MAx VORSPAN

THE AMERICAN WEST: EsSAYS IN HONOR OF W. EUGENE HOLLON. Edited by
Ronald Loria. Toledo, Ohio: University of Toledo, 1980. Pp. xx, 265. Notes,
index. $12.00.
ELEVEN FORMER STUDENTS of W. Eugene Hollon have written a series of essays on
various themes of western, frontier, or United States Indian history. The essays
range between the prelude to the War of 1812 to the environmental struggle of
the 1970s to protect the wilderness areas of Arizona's San Francisco Peaks. Topically, Indian history is more predominant in this volume than in the writings of
Hollon. More directly the influence of the mentor appears in the essays that
describe the founding of the Isle Royale and Big Bend national parks, the use of
guns in the West, the army as it functioned in tne Plains, mountains, deserts, the
importa'nce of Texas Americans in the revolt against Mexico, and education in
Oklahoma Territory. Joe B. Frantz's "Foreword" is a jewel that only an old and
perceptive friend could write.
Most of the essays are written from fresh and new research. Archival and Iittleused sources support all but three of the essays so that readers can be assured of
gaining additional details about the American West. One essayist, while describing "Yankton Sioux Experience in the 'Great Indian Depression,' " accepts Yankton perspectives or oral history without sufficient critical testing. A Yankton informant offered an opinion that the Indians suffered more before than after
1930. The author and his informant are undoubtedly right that during the first
three decades of the twentieth-century hereditary leadership and tribal unity
continued to decline.
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There is a possibility, however, that the years from 1900 to 1930 were not as
bleak financially for the Yankton as is maintained. When incomes for the years
from 1902 to 1934 are discussed, the author minimizes the moneys realized from
land sales. Federal Indian policy did cynically cause the allotted Indians to sell
their land, but as the Yankton alienated 387,000 acres (p. 67), income was derived. Officials implementing Indian policy forced or allowed the Yanktons to
convert irreplaceable capital into money that was used to build homes, equip
farms, acquire automobiles, pay for educational expenses, and buy food and
clothing, although sometimes resources simply were squandered. Historians
should assess Indian perceptions against available records.
Each essay is worth reading. A little more proofreading could have eliminated
a fair sprinkling of typographical errors. Although Hollon's former students
sometimes lack their mentor's memorable phrasing, all write with commendable
clarity. They give solid-evidence that W. Eugene Hollon imparted to them some
of his abundant historical art and craftsmanship.

Purdue University

DoNALD}.BERTHRONG

BEYOND GEOGRAPHY: THE WESTERN SPIRIT AGAINST THE WILDERNESS. By Frederick Turner. New York: Viking Press, 1980. Pp. xviii, 329. Notes, index. $16.95.
FROM THE OUTSET, the author makes it clear "that the true story of Western exploration, and thus of America, is a spiritual one." To that end, he has produced
"an essay in spiritual history," though "necessarily tentative" (p. 7). He has fashioned his sophisticated thesis on a myriad of sources, clothed it in a beautifully
written narrative, and relentlessly argued his view with zealot fervor.
The heart of Turner's study is that when Christianity was weaned away from
its ancestral mythological roots by the church fathers and became a structured
state religion, the Christian West had to find some means of recovering what ap~
peared irreparably lost. The opportunity presented itself in the discovery and in
the exploration of the New World, for there the native populace, unspoiled and
untainted, clung to revelations and safeguarded myths, the twin essences of the
spirit. Instead of Europeans being redeemed by the wilderness and its unblemished people, they turned on the pristine environment, defiling, devouring,
and destroying it.
The exposition is presented in three parts. The first, "Loomings," discourses on
the rise of myths, their need by man, the early beginnings of Christianity and its
transformation into a highly structured orthodoxy, "a crisis cult that evolved
into a state religion" (p. 55), which becomes "the very engine of history" (p. 65).
Part two, "Rites of Passage," details the search by Europeans to fill the resultant spiritual vacuum. With boundless energy, nourished by a deep sense of restlessness, the New World presented the opportunity for salvation, but it was ig-
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nored and was subjected instead to exploitation and conquest. Since the author
believes that history "reveals itself to the symbolic" (p. 118), he relies on the
familiar: Columbus, Cortes, the lost Roanoke colony, and the successful Massachusetts Puritan endeavor, all recast in a spiritual interpretation.
The final section, "Haunts," leapfrogs through four centuries, beginning with
Cabeza de Vaca and ending with Buffalo Bill Cody's death in 1917. The focus is
on white triumph over the wilderness, the dichotomous love/hate, envy/despise
relationship between whites and Indians, and the sense of lost spiritual regeneration, indeed, salvation.
The dust jacket hails the book as controversial. Prophetic! Those who are taken
with generalization and things spiritual will find much in the text that will
delight, edify, and reinforce; those who are hard-nosed historians will find little
to fault in respect to fact. As to interpretation, that is another matter. This reviewer's conclusion is bifurcated: the book makes for fascinating reading, but
history projected through a spiritual prism casts too many refractions, particulary when it is a personal "vision" of "the real story of the coming of European
civilization to the wildernesses of the world" (p. xi). Vision is illusive; history is
not.

University of Southern California

DcWCE B. NUNIS, JR.

RECLAIMING THE AMERICAN WEST: AN HISTORIOGRAPHY AND GUIDE. By Lawrence
B. Lee. Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC-Clio, 1979. Pp. xix, 131. Index. $14.95.
LAWRENCE LEE SPECIALIZED in western American irrigation, land, and water resources history. His book Kansas and the Homestead Act, 1862-1904 (1979) and
his several articles are widely respected. In the present slender volume Professor
Lee has distilled the research and reading of twenty-five years into a highly useful
scholarly tool. One section lists the books, articles, government documents, and
manuscripts in the field. Another gives the addresses of water resources associations and agencies. There is a glossary and a biographical profile of persons involved in land and water historical research.
But the heart of the 131-page book is a fifty-seven page historiographical essay.
Lee periodizes reclamation history, touching on the major laws, conferences,
projects, and personalities in irrigation. The footnotes to this essay are extraordinary, amounting to some twenty-five pages of comprehensive, critical annotation. No serious student of American environmental history can afford to ignore
these references.
Toward the end of his essay, Lee calls for "a definitive and all-embracing history of arid-land reclamation in America." He has with the present effort established himself as the one to write it.

University of California Santa Barbara

RODERICK NASH
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THE RAINMAKERS: "PLUVICULTURE" TO WORLD WAR II. By Clark C. Spence. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1980. Pp. x, 181. lIIus., notes, index.
$15.95 cloth.
CHARMINGLY WRITIEN, well organized, and thoroughly researched, The Rainmakers is an excellent example of off-beat social history. The main characters of
this narrative turn out to have been mostly confidence men, although one or two
may have been self-deluded. Only Charles Hatfield remained long in the business, and he worked mostly in California. He and his supporters were among
those few who apparently believed in what they were doing. Most rainmakers remained in the business only a few years, and many less than that. The rule
seemed to be: get in quick, make a killing, and get out.
The story begins and ends with the successful effort to produce rain by seeding
clouds with dry ice in 1946. With that event the days of the fraud and faker were
ov~r, although their days actually ended during the 1930s. What made the rainmakers plausible were the real'achievements of science and technology during
the nirieteenth and early twentieth centuries. Many of the great discoveries of
tha t era were made by people who, on the surface, had no better credentials than
those presented by the rainmakers. Who, for example, could have believed that a
couple of bicycle repairmen would actually fly?
Spence also includes some real weather scientists, such as James P. Espy,
founder of the U.S. Weather Bureau. He began scientific meteorological research
as early as 1836. Thereafter, scientists from the Weather Bureau continually appear as debunkers of rainmakers, some kind of spoilsports who, we now see, were
always quite right.
The author from time to time returns to the two largest scientific problems
with rainmaking. First, rainmakers had to deal with the tremendous forces of
nature that make it nearly impossible for anyone to do enough. Second, no one
could be certain that the rain would not have come without help, or contrariwise. Even if weather maps and forecasts all call for rain, there is no one
anywhere who does not know that weather predictions do not always come true.
The story of pluviculture is told primarily by the specialties of the practitioners. Concussion as a cause for rain comes first since it had the most ancient
history. Even before the invention of gunpowder some speculated that the noise
of battles brought on rain. This idea was only strengthened by the Civil War. But
the experiments of the concussionists never seemed to turn out right even when
balloons were used to carry the noise into the atmosphere. Charles W. Post of
Postum and Post Toasties was about the last of the important concussionists, and
Spence rather hints that even Post may have been a bit of a faker.
Then came the chemical manipulators who spewed pollution into the air to
produce rain. They never explained how it worked, but they had a fair measure
of success. So~etimes a bit too much. Several rainmakers were sued for damages
but only one minor case went to trial, costing the rainmaker $50. There is no
good evidence that he paid.
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Electricity was also used in various ways, sometimes successfully and sometimes not. Possibly Benjamin Franklin and his kite had something to do with the
plausibility of electricity causing rain. That was not what Franklin was working
on, but no matter.
In conclusion the author notes that none of the rainmakers practiced in the
desert, although some promised to do so some other time. They all worked where
they had some chance of success. lirigation systems, knowledge of dry farming
techniques, and, in 1946, cloud seeding, brought pluviculture to an end. Advances in the science of meteorology also contributed to the extinction of the
rainmaker. All in all, this is an amusing and informative story, well told.

Smithsonian Institution

JOHN T.

SCHLEBECK~R

THE DEVELOPMENT OF AMERICAN AGRICULTURE: A HISTORICAL ANALYSIS. By Willard W. Cochrane. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1979. Pp. xii,
464. Illus., notes, index. $25.00 cloth.
THE FuTURE OF AGRICULTURE IN THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS. Edited by E. Richard
Hart. Salt Lake City, Utah: Westwater Press, 1980. Pp. ISO. Illus., notes. $8.00
paper.
WILLARD COCHRANE IS UNUSUALLY QUALIFIED to write a history of American agriculture. He has not only taught agricultural economics at the University of Minnesota for many years but has worked for the U.N.'s Food and Agriculture Organization and served as director of agricultural economics for the USDA. His
understanding of all facets of U.S. agriculture is outstanding. This grasp is reflected by varied works that include Economics of American Agriculture (3rd
ed., 1974) and The World Food Problem: A Guardedly Optimistic View (1969).
The American farmer moved relentlessly westward from 177 5 to 1820. The
next pioneer stage, 1820 to 1860, was, according to Cochrane, a period when the
transformation from subsistence to commercial farming took place. After 1860
to 1896, the trans-Missouri West was conquered in rapid fashion. About the only
government interference with agriculture up to the turn of the century was in the
realm of land policy. Prior to the Civil War it tended to hamper settlement, but
following the conflict the Homestead Act and other acts were conducive to occupying the land.
With more land in production, total output of farms increased enormously.
Farmers had always been plagued with the high price of credit, but now collective overproduction drove down commodity prices. The author points out that
the federal intervention sought by the Populists would not take place until the administrations of Woodrow Wilson and Franklin D. Roosevelt. The New Deal, in
particular, brought government interference of an unprecedented nature.
A valuable aspect of Cochrane's work is the mann~r in which he reveals the interrelationships involved historically in the development of American agricul-
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ture concerning the following factors: science and technology, building the physical infrastructure (transportation), creating a social infrastructure (land grant
colleges and rural institutions), federal intervention or management, and international input. Mechanization and technology has increased U.S. farm production
enormously. When imbalance between output and markets occurs the demand
for government intervention increases. Since the days of the New Deal this production control mechanism has become sophisticated and expensive to taxpayers
and consumers. The author notes that politicization of this involvement often
creates additional problems. Intensive farming defeats acreage allotments and
controls tend to promote "cannibalism." The latter is the trend toward bigness
whereby large operators overcome the limitations of production controls by buying more land. This process contributes to inflation by driving up land prices and
threatens the existence of the traditional family farm.
The Future of Agriculture in the Rocky Mountains is a small paperback containing a series of short essays dealing with regional problems. Among the areas
discussed are the energy crisis, public land policy, and survival of the family
farm. This collection of articles constitutes an excellent supplement to the allinclusive Development ofAmerican Agriculture. Cochrane's work is definitive in
nature. It is a must for agricultural historians, farm economists, and rural
sociologists.

Illinois State University

EDWARD L. SCHAPSMEIER

PROGRESSIVE OKLAHOMA: THE MAKING OF A NEW KIND OF STATE. By Danney Goble. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1980. Pp. xi, 276. Illus., notes,
bibliog., index. $14.95.
THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT that roughly encompassed the first two decades of
the twentieth century touched practically every region of the United States.
Octopus-like, it brought reforms in the social and economic arena, and it produced political changes at the national, state, and local leve1s. Oklahoma, a
product of union between Indian and Oklahoma territories in 1907, did not remain immune from the changes then sweeping the country. Danney Goble's
study traces systematically the origins of the reform impulse that ultimately
brought the passage of a "model progressive constitution" to the "Sooner State."
Much of Progressive Oklahoma treats settlement and the nature of politics in
Indian and Oklahoma territories, especially after 1890. It is Goble's discussion of
corruption, the abuse of privilege, and the shortcomings of "Boomer" capitalism
that has the greatest relevance to subsequent developments in the new province.
Little pressure for change, he writes, surfaced within the Republican party,
which controlled politics in the territories prior to statehood. Only the Socialists
offered any meaningful reform program at the end of the nineteenth century and
the beginning of the twentieth, but they never achieved great success in winning
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political office. The party did advance platforms, however, which included
many of the major progressive features of the Oklahoma Constitution: the initiative and referendum, tax reform, an eight-hour day for public works projects,
free textbooks and compulsory education, and some form of state enterprise.
The swelling tide of public discontent with prevailing economic and social
evils coincided with forceful demands for Oklahoma statehood. When Congress
decided to organize Oklahoma and Indian territories into a single state, Democrats adopted a reformist posture, picturing Republicans as champions of big
business and the trusts, and as opponents of statehood. Having defeated their
adversaries at the polls, Democrats took control of the constitutional convention
at Guthrie and then wrote a wordy document that borrowed from progressive
statutes of other states, from the platforms of farmer and labor groups, and from
the Sequoyah Constitution, a progressive document that had been drawn in anticipation of separate statehood for Indian Territory.
Progressive Oklahoma is a solid study with few serious deficiencies. Its basic
strength rests with the author's ability to synthesize his materials and provide a
well-reasoned thesis on progressivism in a single state. The book's readability
should make it attractive to both the general reader and the specialist. If there is
a weakness in his study it is Goble's preoccupation with details of the territorial
period, which have little relevance to his major theme. Some readers, too, will
desire a clearer profile of the Oklahoma progressive. They will be pleased, however, that Goble has carefully examined the bigotry within the movement that
gave rise in Oklahoma to a legal system of segregated education and that laid the
foundation for other Jim Crow measures after statehood. Progressive Oklahoma
is a major contribution to the historiography of political progressivism with implications that transcend the state of Oklahoma.

Eastern Illinois University

JIMMIE LEWIS FRANKLIN

A CoMPLETE MANUAL OF FIELD ARCHAEOLOGY: TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES OF
FIELD WORK FOR ARCHAEOLOGISTS. By Martha Joukowsky. Englewood Cliffs,
N.J.: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1980. Pp. x, 630. IIlus., appendixes, bibliog., index.
$29.95 cloth.
As THE TITLE INTIMATES, this volume is intended to be a complete manual of field
archaeology, and it comes closer to accomplishing this goal than have most other
similar publications. It is divided into twenty-one, well-illustrated chapters,
which cover most aspects of field archaeology as well as touch on techniques of
laboratory analysis, dating, drafting, photography, and site publication. Fieldc
work opportunities in the U.S. and financial aid for archaeological research are
discussed, but where to get information on opportunities for foreign work is not
mentioned.
A set of excellent appendixes covers comparative tables of weights, measures,
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and temperatures; a table of random number permutations; surveying tables,
and federal legislation as it pertains to archaeology in the United States. Bipod
camera photogrametry systems and mapping with an electronic calculator are
briefly discussed by Julian Whittlesey. There is a good bibliography that is divided into topical sections directing readers to a wide variety of aspects of archaeology.
The discussion of fundamental surveying and mapping techniques is extremely
valuable. U.S. students of archaeology are rarely trained to use a transit, to read
verniers, or even to set up a transit, let alone to make a useful map. Usually, the
first few days of field work are directed towards training students to use these
kinds of instruments. I do not agree with Ms. Joukowsky's assertion that these
techniques are best learned during field work, although it is only withHeld use
that mastery is acquired. Students should have basic knowledge of surveying
before they get to the field. Most civil engineering survey classes 'consist of field
and classroom studies of surveying techniques, and I think departments of anthropology that do not require archaeology students to take fundamentals of
surveying are remiss. Although I do not believe tha t by reading this section of the
manual students will become surveyors, they will at best find out what they need
to know.
Two biases reduce the relevance of the book for U.S. archaeologists; one is the
emphasis of well-funded excavations of large complex sites requiring a large
number of field personnel and a complex organizational structure, a situation
most students of North American archaeology never encounter. A complex maze
of organizational principles and structures is thus presented, from which one
must extrapolate procedures appropriate for the small under-funded projects
more common in this country. The other is the rigidity of the guidelines for field
and laboratory procedures and the attempts to standardize all aspects of the
research. In reality, every site has its unique set of circumstances and must be approached with multiple techniques of excavations and analysis to compensate for
these idiosyncratic features. While standardization is desirable so that data sets
are comparable, this ideal is seldom compatible with practical situations.
In sum, this is a good manual for field schools and classes. It provides a broad
introduction to archaeological field and laboratory techniques and acquaints the
reader with problems that will be faced during the course of archaeological
study. Ms. Joukowsky can be commended for presenting a great deal of useful information in a very readablefashion.
.
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CAMERA, SPADE AND PEN: AN INSIDE VIEW OF SoUTHWESTERN ARCHAEOLOGY.
Edited by Mamie Gaede. Photographs by Marc Gaede. Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 1980. Pp. 160. III us. , index. $25.00 cloth.
IN RECENT YEARS, BOOKS ABOUT southwestern archaeology have become more
"scientific," statistical, and often tedious to read. Some of this is necessary, but it
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does not invite the nonarchaeologist who wants to learn more about this appealing region to pursue his or her interests.
The Gaedes' book, far from monotonous description, presents a wonderful
view of the spirit of prehistoric research in the American Southwest. Thirteen archaeologists, all familiar with the areas of which they write, have contributed
humanistic recollections about early field work in the region. They discuss
almost all of the well-known ruins through historical sketches and anecdotes
revealing the experiences of their predecessors as well as their own. There are
chapters about Mesa Verde, Pecos, Kiet Siel, Betatakin, the Zuni pueblo of
Hawikuh, Awatovi, Canyon de Chelly, Chaco Canyon, Ventana Cave, the discoveries of ancient mammoth kill sites in southern Arizona, and the enigmatic
lithic remains along the Little Colorado River.
A few examples should whet one's literary appetite. The section on Pecos by
Alden Hayes begins with a description of the 1880 visit to tha t ruined pueblo and
Spanish mission by the renowned historian and anthropologist of the day,
Adolph Bandelier. The work of Edgar Lee Hewett and the classic studies of
Alfred Kidder at Pecos early in this century are portrayed along with a record of
the first Pecos Conference of Southwestern archaeologists in 1927 and a surprise
aerial visit to the site by Charles Lindbergh.
The history of archaeological exploration at Mesa Verde, beginning in 1874, is
told in a fascinating way by Robert Lister, himself no stranger to digging on the
Mesa. J. O. Brew, a former director of Harvard's Peabody Museum, tells of his
work at the historic Hopi ruin on Awatovi in the 1930s. The discovery of the important and long occupied site of Ventana Cave on the Papago Indian Reservation in southern Arizona is revealed by Emil Haury, the man who dug the site in
1941. And so it goes: one engaging article after another to make for light, enjoyable reading.
Most books of this genre are accompanied by illustrations to support the text.
In this case, the photographs were purposefully made before the writing was
commissioned. Forty-five excellent black-and-white pictures by a skilled practitioner, Mark Gaede, are a highlight of the book. The text is in some ways ancillary to the illustrations, yet these fine photographs are well integrated with and
representative of the writing.
A map locating the areas described is a good addition, although the detailed
enlargement of Mesa Verde National Park, set down in southeastern New Mexico, may cause a moment of .confusion; this inset should have been "boxed off"
from the remainder of the graphic.
This is but a minor criticism, however, and the Uni-.::ersity of Arizona Press is
to be congratulated for the fine overall design of the b<;>ok.

Grand Canyon National Park,
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale
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ThE SLAUGHTER RANCHES AND ThEIR MAKERS. By Mary Whatley Clarke. Austin,
Tex.: Jenkins Publishing Company, 1979. Pp. 254. Illus., notes, bibliog., index.
$12.95 cloth.
ThE SLAUGHTER RANCHES AND ThEIR MAKERS is for the most part a narrative,
family history of the George Webb Slaughter family, concentrating on the immediate generations of Slaughter and his sons and daughters.
Ms. Clarke is in the unfortunate position of having to rely on secondary
sources, and her narrative suffers in both consistency and quality as a result. Her
consultation of secondary and published sources is certainly adequate, but once
again emphasizes the limitations of writing history from those sources alone.
Anyone pursuing a study of the Slaughter family will find this work of value
and of interest. Anecdotes, legends, reminiscences, and perhaps even a little
folklore add to the reader's delight of this work. These may not be the things of
which history is made, but they do lend a flavor, a color, a quality to history that
lifts it above the sterile monograph.
Three additions to the work would have enhanced the quality. A genealogical
chart of the Slaughter family would have been most welcome. A map showing
the locations of the various Slaughter holdings in relation to each other, and to
other holdings as well, would have provided a visual concept that description
alone cannot. An evaluation, analysis, or other interpretation of the information
would have left the reader with a greater sense of the contributions of the Slaughters.
At first glance this work might be judged as another piece of fluff and puff, but
in reality it is a sincere effort to tell a more serious story of the cattle industry in
one part of Texas. This work, however, will be of primary interest to those readers within the genealogical and geographical confines of the book.

Northwest Missouri State University
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MORE TALES FROM SLIM ELLISON. By Glenn R. "Slim" Ellison. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1981. Pp. 195. Illus., index. $17.50 cloth; $ 7.50 paper.
ThE RANCHERS: A BOOK OF GENERATIONS. By Stan Steiner. New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1980. Pp. 241. Illus. $13.95 cloth.
SLIM ELLISON, an old-time "non-gun-toting" cowboy, relates his experiences in
Arizona during the first two decades of the twentieth century. As he tells his
tales, including his adventures with his Irish range-riding partner, "Chaw"
Hogan, an authentic vision of the life of a cowboy emerges. With a few excellent
photographs and the use of cowboy dialogue, Ellison describes the sounds and
the smells of the Arizona range, commenting upon the customs and appearance
of Apache women gathering acorns, and explaining the cowboy's exaggerated
sense of manners. He describes the sounds of wolves howling at night, his craving
for deer liver fried in a greasy pan over an open fire, his sympathies for prosti-
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tutes and their plight, and his genuine respect for the land and its creatures.
Ellison's sensitivity for the range is reflected in his quote from a friend who offered, "when spring comes, I git to smellin the fresh air and cattle dust and
sweatin ponies and bawlin cattle and think about ridin free, campfires and the
whine of a loop" (p. 84).
Ellison has provided a charming but realistic appraisal of the life of a true
"range-riding" cowboy. His descriptions and feelings surely reflect his era, but
also that of an earlier time. This book contains no hypotheses; the author employed no sophisticated methodology, nor offered profound ideas. Yet, the work
represents in some respects the actual life of a cowboy, a life without much glamour and one without rhinestone cowboy suits and pearl-handled six shooters.
In the same vein, but more sophisticated, is Stan Steiner's book on the lives of
western ranchers. Steiner criss-crossed the west from eastern Oregon to the Texas
panhandle talking to ranchers and their families. Many of these people live on
land their ancestors bought or claimed before the turn of the century. Some even
live in the original family homes sans modern conveniences, and they stubbornly
adhere to the older ways of life. Even those ranchers who have become quite
modern in some of their ranching operations have continued many of their old
ways. Steiner says in doing so, they are not ornery but actually are "iconoclastic,
idiosyncratic, individualistic, and hopelessly old-fashioned" (p. 5). He describes
a family in eastern Oregon that has transported the original family residence several miles and reconstructed it near where they had built a new and more modern ranch house-a shrine to their heritage that they could see daily. Steiner
visited Rita and Janaloo Hill of Shakespeare, New Mexico, mother and daughter,
who ranch near and own this ghost town near Lordsburg. He talks of their determination to continue the family ranching enterprise, and of their successes and
disappointments. He also speaks with Ruth and Tug Petit, who wagon-trained
from Texas to New Mexico about 1932. They had driven eighty head of cattle
and covered 450 miles in their journey. All of these ranchers and many more expressed their beliefs and related family history as Steiner recorded their stories.
Steiner says that in all his travels he encountered no such thing as a typical
rancher, for they were just too independent minded. Their lives represented "an
appreciation of a way of life, a homage, a requiem and a celebration, an invocation of the spirit" (p. 24).
This work, as that of Slim Ellison, helps correct the image of cowboys and
ranchers created by such works as Owen Wister's The Virginian, and by the hundreds of John Wayne and Gary Cooper western movies portraying the ranchers
and cowboys as "laconic, tight-lipped, and taciturn" (p. 26). Moreover, Steiner
insightfully postulates that ranchers have in common, "a sense of place, a place
on earth. It was not so much that they owned a place on earth, though that had
something to do with it, but that the place they owned was where their ancestors
were buried, where they grew and would die, and where their children were
born" (p. 224).
These two books have many subtle similarities. Both are contributions to west-
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ern history especially through the medium of oral tradition and history. Anyone
interested in western history will enjoy these new offerings.

Oklahoma State University
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN BOOM TOWN: A HISTORY OF DURANGO. By Duane A. Smith.
Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1980. Pp. x, 215. Illus., maps,
bibliog., index. $25.00.
IN MANY WAYS TIlE HISTORY of Durango, Colorado, is a microcosm of America,
and especially of the process of urbanization in the West. It is unfortunate for the
general reader that Duane Smith does not pay more attention to setting it against
that broader contextual background. In places the relationship is apparent without being stated, but more specific treatment of this interpretive framework
would have made the book much more significant for those who are not from
Durango. Nevertheless, Rocky Mountain Boom Town is a good narrative that
should appeal to anyone who, for whatever reason, is interested in Durango. It is
written in an informal, "chatty" style, with no footnotes, and contains an abundance of local color stories that provide slightly humorous, sometimes pithy,
sidelights on human nature. Smith's book was published during the centennial
anniversary of Durango, and his main purpose, appropriately, seems to be simply to tell the story of Durango in narrative fashion, highlighting the most colorful elements.
The first two chapters are really the most interesting, possibly because they
deal with the most unique events in Durango's history: its origins and early
growth. Founded in 1880, the town was the offspring of a disagreement between
Animas City and the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad. When D&RG placed conditions on its offer to bring a rail connection to Animas that would make it a
thriving regional trade center, the city refused. Hence the search for an alternate
site, and the founding of Durango. The new community became a boom town
overnight. Spurred on by the "Durango Trust," a group of boosters made up
largely of D&RG investors, Durango, by the end of 1881; had everything any
other American boom town could boast-newspapers, law and order, taxes,
booming businesses, "poverty flat," and a red light district-and it had become
the county seat.
Though Smith missed the opportunity to use Durango as a significant case
study of western urbanization, the material for such an interpretation is there
and often well presented. A fine section, for example, deals with the Panic of
1893; when "the town's underpinnings were found to be weak," the community
suffered economically along with the rest of the nation, and residents of
Durango, for a time, became Populists. The impact of World War I, with the intolerance that followed it, is also clear as Smith discusses the activities of the Ku
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Klux Klan. The Prohibition craze also influenced Durango as the town became a
center of bootlegging but, eventually, voted for repeal. The effects of the New
Deal and of World War II are all adequately portrayed, and one sees through the
experiences of Durango the impact of national policy at the local level.
Chapters 12 and 13 seem especially significant, for they deal much more concisely than others with an important central theme-change. Economically, for
instance, milling and mining had long undergirded Durango, but after World
War II these industries were gone for good, replaced by oil and natural gas. In
addition, a variety of new activities brought in outside capital, outside 'economic
control, rising property values, and the beginning of a booming tourist industry.
Durango also became the home for Fort Lewis College and, for a time at least, a
center for movie making. The town grew and changed rapidly in those postwar
years, but it also experienced all the problems characteristic of growth: overcrowding, rising crime rates, burgeoning city government, and a certain tension
between nostalgia for the past and desire for modernization.
While not an apologist for Durango, Smith is clearly a booster. In the introduction and the epilogue, his personal attachment to the town is clear, and at various
points he finds opportunity to praise its leaders. In some instances he may strain
the point a little. On page thirty-four, for example, he declares that the leaders
and boosters of Durango in the 1880s were not provincial and materialistic but,
rather, "held larger visions." His example is the fact that they.joined the Western
Slope Congress, but the resolutions passed when that Congress met in Durango in
1882 hardly support a very altruistic interpretation. The coalition wanted
removal of the Ute Indians, elimination of antirailroad legislation, and..no national parks or timber reserves in any part of Colorado. Coming from a group of
railroad investors who were trying to expand their intere~t in la~d and, o'ther
businesses, this can hardly be seen as anything but materialistic and self-~erving.
At the end of the book (chapter IS), however, Smith evaluates the ctirrent (19'79)
status and future prospects of the town, and even preaches to it slightly. He notes
the bitter, uncompromising political divisiveness that characterized the 1970s,
and wonders about the viability of the democratic system as "single-issue champions galloped forth to tilt with the establishment, clothed in their own righteousness of narrow-mindedness" (p. 196). "A self-centered individualism, not
the self-reliant individualism of western lore, had snared too many people," he
complains as he discusses recent attitudes toward land development (p. 199).
Next, cautioning residents of Durango about the future, he observes that the "old
Durango" is gone and can never be recaptured, then comments on the need to
plan responsibly for tomorrow.
For local and state history buffs, Rocky Mountain Boom Town is well worth
reading. For other scholars, it has limited intrinsic value unless they use it as a
fine case study of the history of urbanization in the West.
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ONE BLANKET AND TEN DAYS RATIONS. By Charles and Jacqueline Meketa. Globe,
Ariz.: Southwest Parks and Monuments Association, 1980. Pp. vii, 99. Illus.,
notes, index. $4.50 paper.
ONE BLANKET AND TEN DAYS RATIONS, an attractive booklet published by Southwest Parks and Monuments Association, will find many purchasers among history buffs who frequent national monuments, parks, and old military forts. In
fifty-six pages of text, the authors present in chronological fashion the histories of
two companies of frontier soldiers, recruited in New Mexico during the Civil
War but spending most of their enlistments on duty in Arizona. The units are
Company A and Company I, First Infantry, New Mexico Volunteers, the former
assigned to garrison duty at Camp Bowie and the latter detailed as part of General Carleton's Apache expedition and also instrumental in building Camp
Goodwin.
The vast majority of the volunteers were Hispanos-farmers and laborers in
civilian life with little understanding of the English language or American
military customs. Yet, the authors note, they made good soldiers, accustomed as
they were to frontier life and Indian fighting. Primarily it is because these men
have gained little recognition that the authors have chosen to recount their
stories. In each of the two company histories, the authors describe hardships associated with frontier military service, scouts after Indians, and noncombative
duties of enlisted men.
The specialist will find little that is new in this publication and will be critical
of the occasional but unfortunate use of "bucks" and "squaws" to designate native inhabitants of the Southwest. Yet the authors have made effective use of
primary sources, including post returns (but not post records), service and pension records, the Arrott Collection, and Official Records of the War of the
Rebellion. A useful index, informative maps, and a variety of illustrations add to
the publication's attractiveness. To the uninitiated, the authors provide an interesting glimpse into the lives of enlisted men who served in the frontier army.
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