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"DISFRANCHISEMENT IS A DISGRACE":
WOMEN AND POLITICS IN NEW MEXICO,

1900-1940
JOAN M. JENSEN

"I HEAR WOMEN are bombarding our two Senators with letters,
to Mr. Catron's supreme disgust and he shows discourtesy to our
delegation. I have written to you heretofore, the only hope for New
Mexico is federal action." So wrote sixty-four-year-old Ada Morley to Anne Martin of the Congressional Union on IS March 1916,
reporting on the campaign to have the New Mexico delegation
support passage of the Susan B. Anthony woman's suffrage
amendment in Congres~.l Morley wrote this letter to Martin "on
the wing" coming back to her Datil ranch in Socorro County after
a run up to Albuquerque for "baby week." In the previous month
she sent out 100 suffrage notes to friends urging them to write to
Senator Thomas Catron supporting suffrage. In one period of five
days, the furious lady wrote thirty letters. "I am always and ever
on the alert to gain my own liberty. Disfranchisement is a disgrace," she told Martin in a second letter, adding that she had
heard one of Susan B. Anthony's "masterly appeals" in Washington' that she was now having the life of the eighteenth century
feminist Mary W ollstonecraft read to her, and that she believed
writer Charlotte Perkins Gilman to be Wollstonecraft's reincarnation. "I am happy," she ended the letter. 2
These letters from Ada Morley, together with other letters in the
National Woman's Party Papers in the Library of Congress indicate the existence of an active women's movement in New Mexico
during the early twentieth century. Forg~tten in later years when
feminism declined, this early movement for women's political
rights deserves reanalysis not only as a part of women's history but
also as a part of New Mexico's political history, particularly
0028-6206/81/0100-0005 $3.10/0
© Regents, University of New Mexico
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because it illuminates the way in which parties dealt with ethnic
and sexual divisions in the population. 3
Women's political history in New Mexico can be divided into
four periods. During the first period, before the 1890s, no organized women's movement existed. During the twenty years from
1900 to 1920, women organized political pressure groups and
finally achieved suffrage. In the twenty years after passage of the
Nineteenth Amendment women moved into voter and party participation and into state and local office holding. Since 1940 the
women of New Mexico, like women of other states, have emerged
as active political participants at all levels of government except
high elective offices, the last bastion of male political supremacy
in a system that men once totally dominated. This article focuses
on the period from 1900 to 1940 and seeks to answer two questions: Why did women in New Mexico not achieve suffrage until
1920, six years after women in all the other western states had
been enfranchised, and what did they do after achieving the vote?
To answer these questions, I have used methods from the new
political history, including collective biography of political activists and quantitative study of voter participation and office holding, as well as research techniques from women's history and
traditional political history.
Women's history in New Mexico has not yet dealt with women's
political participation in the state. In the absence of systematic
analysis, fragmentary memoirs have become the main source for
assessing the historical significance of women's political activities.
Thus, for example, Agnes Morley Cleaveland's judgment of her
mother Ada in No Life for a Lady has not been questioned. In this
book, Cleaveland described her mother as a woman who lived a
"shattered dream of becoming a cattle tycoon," a misfit, "tragically miscast" as a range boss bringing up three children after the
death of a first husband and the disappearance of a second, her life
a "succession of disappointments and failures." Cleaveland dismissed her mother as something of a crank, saying little about her
part in the women's movement in New Mexico. Older accounts of
women's suffrage in the West omit New Mexico because it was the
only western state without woman suffrage in 1914. The official
history of suffrage, which the National American Woman Suf-
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frage Association (NA WSA) compiled, did no more than list a few
suffrage workers from New Mexico and offer a· fragmentary
sketch of the ratification battle in 1920. 4
Political historians have added to this impression that New Mexico women were politically ineffective. Robert W. Larson attributed defeat of women's suffrage before 1920 to the opposition of
Hispanic males. Anglo males, he implied, had no choice but to
abandon women's suffrage, even after suffragists formed a pressure group during the constitutional convention of 1910. Jack E.
Holmes, in his pioneering work in the application of quantitative
methods to New Mexico politics, did noteven mention women's
suffrage or consider sex as a variable in voting trends after 1920
although half the voting universe was female. No one has attempted to reconcile Larson's conclusions with the findings of
Billie Barnes Jensen for Colorado, where she found that not
enough support existed in Anglo areas to carry suffrage before the·
1890s and that one of the strongest suffrage supporters in southern
Colorado was a Hispanic politician from Taos. 5
. Once one examines the history of women's political activities,
however, several reasons emerge for the delay of women's suffrage
in New Mexico. Before 1900, organized support within the Anglo
population-either male or female-was insufficient to make suffrage a real issue. NAWSA, the only national organization devoted
principally to achieving suffrage, had numerous subscribers to its
Woman's Journal in Utah during. the 1890s but only one in New
Mexico. This subscriber, Mamie Marble, reported that the New
Mexico legislature, through its "junketing to Colorado," had left
no time to consider a bill for women's suffrage. The only evidence
of NAWSA activity in 1900 is a mimeographed letter to national
political convention delegates asking them to support the Susan B.
Anthony suffrage amendment in Congress. By 1910, NAWSA had
two women listed on its subscription list for New Mexico. One·
riame had "dead". scribbled after it; the other woman was in a
Silver City sanitorium. Hardly the base for an active women's
movement. 6
Not until the emergence of the women's club movement in the
late nineteenth century did an organizational structure exist
capable of exerting political pressure in New Mexico. By the end

8
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of the first decade of the twentieth century, several hundred New
Mexico women, apparently almost all Anglo, had organized into
nine clubs in which women could work together on civic, educational, and cultural affairs. In 1909, women's clubs federated into
a state organization, and one year later the president of the state
organization presented a petition to delegates of the state constitutional convention in support of women's school suffrage. That
petition signaled women's willingness to organize publicly to
demand political rights. 7
The constitutional convention of 1910 opened a decade of
organized suffrage activities. Resolutions introduced into the convention reflected three possible positions on women's suffrage.
The most politically advanced resolution provided that equal
political rights could not be abridged on account of race or sex.
The most conservative statement called for a referendum by all
males and females over twenty one to decide on women's suffrage
in the first state election after 1925-fifteen years in the future.
The middle position, which organized women supported, stood for
immediate partial suffrage in school district elections and
women's eligibility to hold public office. Since male voters had
already elected women to the superintendencies of public education in Colfax and Roosevelt counties and the territorial governor
had appointed a woman to the office of state librarian, some
action seemed necessary on office holding as well as suffrage. 8
Debates in the convention concerning women's suffrage present
an opportunity to analyze relative support by Anglo and Hispanic
representatives. Unfortunately, only a few memoirs written many
years later and fragmentary newspaper accounts remain of that
important convention. Of the three published memoirs, just two
mention women's suffrage. One simply says members compromised on women's suffrage; the other notes that "the very nature
of New Mexico's background was against giving women the
voting privilege with men." These vague comments made years
later have led historians to conclude that the Hispanic delegates
accepted school suffrage in return for protection of their political
rights. A careful analysis of contemporary newspaper accounts
does not, however, support the view of two ethnic groups divided
over women's suffrage. Instead, accounts indicate a spectrum of
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attitudes ranging from support of total suffrage by a small Anglo
minority to opposition by a few Anglos and Hispanics, with influential leaders from both groups favoring limited school suffrage.
Of the sixty five Anglo delegates, newspapers reported possibly
two favoring total suffrage, eleven supporting school suffrage, and
two opposed to any suffrage. Newspapers mentioned only two of
the thirty-five Hispanic delegates protesting against suffrage,
although Solomon Luna, probably the most popular politician in
the state, was listed as joining political chieftain Holm Bursum in
support of school suffrage. Without the record of roll call votes,
one cannot conclude that school suffrage resulted from trading
protection of Hispanic rights for women's rights. In fact, the
evidence indicates that compromise on suffrage involved further
limitation of the limited suffrage that organized women in New
Mexico desired. 9
Primary evidence for this conclusion is the compromise that
delegates imbedded clearly in Article VII of the constitution of
1910. While the constitution gave women the right to hold school
office as superintendent, director, or member of a board of education, Article VII restricted the right of women to .vote for these
officials if enough men objected. If a majority of voters presented
a petition to the board of county commissioners requesting disfranchisement of the women, a majority of the voters favoring the
restoration of the franchise had to ,present a counter petition
before women could vote again. No documents remain in the state
archives showing how many women did vote or whether this political right was ever taken away (because in county elections both
ballots and any petition challenges remained at the county level
and were destroyed after thirty days), but this compromise certainly gave women tenuous political rights. In addition, the constitutional compromise protecting tlle elective franchise of Hispanic
males, however that was achieved, made it virtually impossible to
amend the constitution to give women the vote. To amend the
franchise provisions, three-fourths of the voters in each county
had to approve. Women in other western states who achieved state
suffrage by 1914 had no such provisions to overcome. Thus, as
Ada Morley wrote to the Congressional Union, federal action was
their only hope. I 0
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Amid the celebrations of new statehood, then, a small group of
women were dissatisfied with their disfranchisement. At first,
some of the club women worked through NAWSA, which attempted to expand its activities in New Mexico between 1912 and
1915. Deane Lindsey, an active club woman and former teacher
from Portales, became state chairman. NAWSA offered little incentive for New Mexico women to become politically active, however, because it had begun to focus on state suffrage referendums
that were inappropriate in New Mexico. 11
More important than NAWSA for fueling the engine of women's
discontent. in New Mexico was the National Federation of
Women's Club (NFWC) with which the New Mexico Federation
of Women's Clubs (NMFWC) became affiliated in 1914. Committed to an active campaign on behalf of women's right to public
life, the NMFWC joined the vision of a reformed society to an
evangelical feminist ideology. "The Feminist Movement," proclaimed the New Mexico club president in 1914, was a "tidal
wave of sentiment," a cooperative movement of hundreds of
thousands of women committed to a better life for American families through better homes, better schools, better babies, and better
citizens. To achieve this, the NMFWC supported an extensive program of legislation. Women's suffrage would make the legislation
possible. 12
Thus, when the Congressional Union sent its first organizer to
New Mexico in 1914, New Mexico club women were ready to act.
A splinter group under the leadership of Alice Paul that separated
from NAWSA in 1912, the Congressional Union (CU) had adopted
the militant and sophisticated pressure tactics of the British suffragettes (as the British called their campaigners). Like their political
sisters in Britain, CU organizers adapted the strategy of holding
the party in power responsible for any defeat of suffrage in Congress and also the tactic of organizing socially prominent women
into pressure groups. Organized women in the forty-eight states
would then "make a big noise in Washington" to force delegates
to support the national amendment and, finally, compel thirty-six
state legislatures (the number needed for passage of the amend-
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ment) to ratify. CD leaders additionally expected to mobilize the
four million western women who had sufficient votes to threaten
the party in power. Although New Mexico women had no votes,
CD leaders considered the state important because they assumed
organized anti~suffragist opposition would be weaker in the West
than in the East and because the New Mexico delegation of three
congressmen would be easier to pressure than larger delegations
from more populous eastern states. 13The group of women that the
CD pulled together in New Mexico launched its first campaign in
late 1915, continued to mobilize during the war, and remained
the most active organization during the ratification battle.
Of the four organizers Paul sent to New Mexico between 1914
and 1920, three worked extremely well with New Mexico women.
The second organizer, Ella St. Clair Thompson, who arrived in
late 1915 liked the New Mexico people very much and was particularly impressed with the women. Letters from New Mexico to (
national CD officials testified that she, in turn, was well liked. The
organizers brought excitement and activity. One young woman
wrote from Santa Fe to Thompson after she left: "The old town is
as dull and stupid as ever, and it is all I can do to keep from packing my trunk." When the third organizer left in December 1917,
another women wrote that the visit had been like a breath of
mountain air and that she was committed to working with the
organizer. The personal contact of these representatives was crucial to the organizing of New Mexico women, and only during the
last campaIgn of ratification in 1920 did a CD organizer antagonize New Mexico women. By this time, the tactics of the CD had
become much more militant. Members had carried banners that
condemned President Woodrow Wilson for not supporting suffrage. Many had been arrested, and some had staged hunger
strikes in jail. Militants did alienate more men than did the conservative suffragists, in New Mexico as well as elsewhere, but these
militant tactics probably paved the way for the more moderate
suffragists. 14 In New Mexico, the worst criticism of the last CD
organizer, was that she, as one state leader said, "was a Texas
Democrat and should not have come into a Republican state."lS

The New Woman in New Mexico. Bergere Family Collection. Courtesy of the State Records
Center and Archives, Santa Fe.
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By this time women had begun to move into political parties;
bipartisanship was breaking down, and tempers were short in the
final push.
The main problem of organizers was identifying local networks
and socially prominent women. The first organizer, Mabel Vernon, who arrived in early 1914, began to organize through the
New Mexico Woman's Christian Temperance Association
(WCTU). A CU organizer spoke at the state WCTU convention in
July 1915,. and women then began the letter writing campaign
that Ada Morley enthusiastically joined. Because the WCTU had
relatively little influence among socially prominent women in
northern New Mexico, the CU soon shifted its emphasis to club
women. Thompson, who arrived in late 1915, spoke before the
women's club in Santa Fe, located the most influential women in
the town, and then, working through the state federation, she
urged club women to suggest women in different parts of the state
to serve on delegations. Once the state network was set up"
Thompson planned the type of pageant that the CU had made famous-a mass meeting, a parade, and a deputation to Senators
Thomas Catron and Albert Fall. In addition, Thompson sent delegations to ,all political conventions, from the smallest division to
the state convention. "Please have as much of a bombardment as
possible descend upon Congress from these political gathering~,"
Paul wrote to Thompson in February 1916. 16 And so the bombardment began.
Once the state network had been set up, Thompson organized
the public meeting to climax the work. A president was chosen,
and the campaign officially launched. At the meeting, purple,
gold, and white bunting along with suffrage flags decorated the
hall while speakers explained that the federal amendment was the
quickest route to suffrage for New Mexico women. Organizer
Doris Stevens summed up the philosophy of the CU: "Congress
understands only vigorous and persistent demands and unless such
methods are used in dealing with the august body, the amendment
will be sidetracked." Later she told a reporter from the Santa Fe
New Mexican: "We women have been meek too long. It is time to
be impatient." Four million women would be voting in the upcoming election, she reminded her New Mexico audience. 17

...

"

TABLE I-BIOGRAPHICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF
NEW MEXICO SUFFRAGISTS

Category

Number

Percent

100
7

93
7

Residence (N = 68)
Northern New Mexico

58

85

Marital Status (N = 80)
Ever Married

60

75

21

88

3
13
6

14
59
27

Length of time in State (N = 26)
Born in New Mexico
To State 1871-1890
To State 1891-1910

8
12
7

31
46
27

Region From (N = 25)
New Mexico
Midwest
East

8
10
4

32
40
16

Membership (N = 100)
Congressional Union
NAWSA
NMFWC
WCTU

80
30
25
9

80
30
25
9

4
4
5

31
31
39

Church (N = 14)
Protestant
Presbyterian
Catholic

13
5
1

93
36
7

Status of Family Male (N = 29)
State Office
BusinesslFinance
Lawyer

12
13
8

42
45
28

20
4

80
16
4

Ethnicity (N = 107)
Anglo surname
Spanish surname

Year Married (N = 24)

1871-1910
Number Children (N = 22)

0-1
2-3
4-5

Career Experience (N = 13)
Artists-Writers
Teachers
Political Office

Political Party (N = 25)
Republican
Democrat
Socialist

I
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Who did these organizers attract totheir purple, gold, and white
banners? The women who rallied to the CU call were not representative of various regions of New Mexico, ethnic groups, or classes.
(See Table 1 for numbers of cases and percentages.) They were a
predominantly Anglo elite centered in Santa Fe, Albuquerque,
and other northern cities. IS Although few of these women gained
independence through their personal careers, they had married
men among the political and business elite. At a special reception
for delegates of the state constitutional convention of 1910, for example, ten women mentioned prominently as presiding or attending later joined the suffrage movement. The women attracted to
the CU counted among their husbands and male relatives bank
presidents, political party leaders, high officials of mercantile
businesses, and lawyers who represented railroad and land syndicates. An overwhelming number of the members' husbands identified with the Republican Party, the dominant party in the state.
These women were exactly the type of persons who the CU had
hoped to attract with its recruiting.
By far the largest proportion of the New Mexico suffragists were
married, more than half of them between 1890 and 1910. Almost
one-third were born in New Mexico, but more than two-fifths had
immigrated to the state between 1871 and 1890, primarily from
the Midwest. More than half had three to five children. Few had
graduated from college, but almost one-fourth of the women
belonged to a woman's club and nearly 10 percent to the WCTU.
Whatever this said for their interests, it did show that the suffrage
networks spread through groups of women already organized to
effect changes in their communities. They were a combination of
young and middle-aged, upper middle-class women, both unmarried and married with children.
Both the WCTU and the NMFWC were almost entirely Anglo,
but when Thompson arrived she made efforts to recruit daughters
of Hispanic politicians. Although CU records mention only six
Hispanic women as participating, these six were key women.
Aurora Lucero, daughter of the secretary of state, joined. So too
did the three nieces of Solomon Luna, including thirty-four-yearold widow Adelina Otero-Warren, who became the most influential New Mexican woman in the CU. To appeal to a broader con-

16
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stituency, Thompson had leaflets printed in Spanish and English
for the mass meeting in October 1915. "They say it is very difficult to get the Spanish ladies out," she wrote to Paul on October
IS, "but as I have one on the program to speak in Spanish, I think
they will come-and their husbands as well." Thompson wrote a
speech for Aurora Lucero, carefully emphasizing child welfare in
order to convert the Hispanic women, and had the speech translateq into Spanish. Even though Otero-Warren was too timid to
speak, she particularly impressed Thompson. The Hispanic
women seemed pleased with Thompson's efforts. "I speak a little
Spanish-very little-but it helps a lot," she reported to Paul. 19
But progress was not so smooth in other areas. Ada Morley
wrote in discouragement from Datil that Hispanic voters were
against them "solid" and that they needed Spanish-speaking suffragists to make the "stony ground" of New Mexico bloom with
suffrage sentiment. She was not optimistic. Paul refused to give
up, however. Instead, she continued to encourage leadership
among Hispanic women, asking Otero-Warren to join the advisory council as vice president. When the head of the state group
resigned in September 1917, Paul asked Otero-Warren to head the
state group.20 Beginning as a timid woman unwilling to speak in
public, Otero-Warren gradually became a political force. Her
uncle Solomon Luna, the powerful and popular head of the
Republican Party, had died in 1912, but her father was still active
in politics, and other Otero males were moving into influential
positions in the Republican Party. In 1917, Republicans
appointed Otero-Warren school superintendent in Santa Fe, and
in 1918 she defeated a male opponent to retain this elective position. She accepted leadership of the New Mexico CD and was soon
skillfully evaluating local tensions among factions. "I will keep
out of local fuss but will take a stand and a firm one whenever necessary for I am with you now and always!" she wrote to Paul on
4 December 1917. 21
Otero-Warren guided the last phase of the campaign to pry the
amendment out of Congress. Complaining that extra war work in
the schools kept her from doing as much suffrage work as she
wished, she nevertheless kept the state group intact through the
war and resigned only from the CD to become the chair of the
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women's division of the Republican State Committee for New
Mexico. When it appeared the state might not ratify in 1920,
Otero-Warren stepped up her political activities, working closely
with Hispanic Republican leaders to get the amendment ratified.
On the last day of the struggle after the Senate had narrowly
ratified and the House balked at passing the amendment, she spent
three hours in the Republican caucus, reputedly the first woman
to ever attend a state political caucus. Writing enthusiastically to
Paul in March 1920 that the Republicans had just voted to allow
women in the primaries and to be seated at the next convention,
she predicted that the women's vote would be a big factor in the
next election. 22 Experience with the CU encouraged Otero-Warren
to see herself as a politican and to participate in the complex party
politics of the time.
.
Raising the political consciousness of women was a necessary
activity of the CU, but mobilizing women to challenge men who
controlled the political structure in New Mexico was the ultimate
goal. While women in political office might help convince men
that women were competent and sufficiently interested in politics,
only group pressure could move intransigent politicians to support
women's demand for suffrage.
Of the two New Mexico senators, women found Senator Albert
Fall the more sympathetic to their cause. Fall invited one delegation to visit his Three Rivers ranch, his wife Emma Morgan Fall
served on the original CU committee formed in 1916, and even
Ada Morley grudgingly described Senator Fall as "not as dense
and obdurate as Catron." Though never an active suffragist, Fall
remained a friend to New Mexico women during the nine years he
was in office. 23
Senator Catron opposed women's suffrage consistently during
the six years (1911 to 1916) he represented New Mexico in
Washington. In 1911, at seventy-one, the stout and aging Catron
had achieved the office of his life's ambition, gladly giving up a
declining position in state politics for the Senate, where he
reportedly spent from one to two hours every morning in the luxurious baths provided for the Senators. Concerned mainly with
higher tariffs, a grazing Homestead Act, and military preparedness, Catron not only opposed women's suffrage, he did it with ill
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humor. "He thinks all we are good for is to stay home, have
children, have more children, cook and wash dishes," a suffragist
complained bitterly after he rebuffed one delegation. 24 Thompson
described Catron once as an "awfully cross old thing" but urged
New Mexico women to take him seriously. Even Ada Morley, who
advised the CD that Catron controlled New Mexico politics "as a
cat does a mouse," that he was "as corrupt, as dishonorable a
politician as ever lived," and that it was "creditable to have him
as an enemy," nevertheless warned that "you need his vote. "25
Beginning in 1914, a steady stream of women wrote and visited
Catron in Santa Fe and in Washington. Some visits went better
than others. Thompson reported in October 1915 that at least "he
didn't try to wriggle" because she had people in her delegation he
cared for, but Catron would not budge. By February 1916, the
women were discouraged. In that month, Deane Lindsey wrote to
Morley: "I think Catron has been stormed and stormed about the
suffrage matter. The Santa Fe women have written and written. "2~ Catron steadfastly remained opposed to the Susan B.
Anthony amendment and, as a last salvo, even introduced an antisuffrage statement in the Senate in February 1917. 27
Women also believed the single representative from New Mexico, Benigno Cardenas Hernandez, would not move as long as
Catron opposed suffrage. Morley, with her usual blunt criticism,
claimed that Catron controlled the congressman totally; he "simply put Hernandez in Congress before our citizens knew what was
being done." While Catron had influenced the political career of
Hernandez, the Hispanic representative was a skilled politican in
his own right and had as his campaign manager the husband of an
active suffragist. Nevetheless, Hernandez did not openly espouse
suffrage as long as the senior member of Congress from New Mexico opposed it. 28
What specific influence women had in insuring Catron's
political decline is difficult to determine, but they certainly helped
to make Catron a political liability to the Republicans. Although
Catron wanted renomination, Republicans nominated the unpopular but prosuffrage Frank Hubbell in 1916. That year for the first
time parties in New Mexico supported the woman's suffrage
amendment. 29 The CD maintained its nonpartisan stand in the
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election of 1916; members of the organization opposed Democrats
who would not endorse suffrage and refused to campaign for Republicans. Concerned about women's political potential, the
Republican Party brought a prominent suffragist from California
in 1916 to organize Women's Republican Clubs throughout the
state. Dr. Jessie A. Russell, a retired physician, arrived in New
Mexico in mid-OctoberJor a whirlwind tour. Part of the impetus
for the last-minute campaign to win voteless women to the cause
was the belief that Frank Hubbell's unpopularity might take the
rest of the Republican slate down to defeat with him. To capitalize
on the endorsement of suffrage by presidential candidate Charles
Hughes and on the network of women already organized into suffrage groups in the state, Republican managers contacted key
women and women's clubs to urge them to arrange mass meetaddition, these women were encouraged to organize
ings.
Women's Republican Clubs whose goal was "to aid passage of
federal suffrage by aiding the election of Republicans. "30
Who benefited most-the Republican Party or suffragists-is
difficult to determine. The speeches and publicity surrounding
Russell's tour certainly popularized the suffrage cause. Russell
usually scheduled two meetings in each town, the first to present a
nonpartisan talk on suffrage or "women in public life" and a second speech later in the day to organize women into Republican
Clubs. While the CU had concentrated much of its energies on
raising the consciousness of a select few and organizing them to
lobby politicians, Russell asked women to participate in a major
party structure. Moreover, many men and women attended her
Republican-sponsored meetings, thus providing an education for
the male voters. Russell saw herself, and the women she spoke to,
as part of a "women's movement" and considered her work as involving women never before interested in public matters. She
hoped to attract women with Democratic or Socialist preferences
to the new Republican women's clubs, but at the same time she
wanted to strengthen the nonpartisan suffrage movement. She
traveled throughout the state, speaking to university women in Las
Vegas, organizing a large meeting for Ada Morley at Magdalena,
and taking the message to Gallup.31
This initial attempt by Republicans offered women political

In

A Las Senoras de Santa Fe
Maiiana es el dia de la elecci6n. Es un dia de mucha impOl'tancia para las senoras de Santa Fe. Esta es nuestra primera
participaci6n en una que no sea solamente elecci6n para escuelas,
y las senoras se sienten algo timidas acerca de ejereer sus privilegio8; miedosas de dar un golpe recio con una nueva arma.
Pero no debemos tener miedo de pegar con todas nuestras fuerzas
en defensa de nuestros hogares.
El gobierno de una ciudad,. 0 de un estado, 0 de una naci6n
queda solo en las manos de sus ciudadanos. Si e1 ciudadano
no ejercita sus derechoa y franquicias no tiene derecho para cuIpar a los que gobiernan, 0 mal gobiernan, para sus propios intereses. La cuesti6n en el condado de Santa Fe es una cuesti6n
para un gobierno mejor. Es para hacer nuestra ciudad un lugar
mejor donde vivir, un lugar mejor para nuestros hogares, para
nuestTos hijos. Se nos ha dicho que los hombres de loa partidos
van iguales, y que si Santa Fe se ha de 'limpiar' nosotras las
senoras debemos hacerl0.
Con este prospecto ante nosotras, i vamos a votar por nuestro
partido en el condado de Santa Fe, sin importar el registro de los
hombres que estan corriendo en el boleto de nuestro partido'
i Es un hombre un hombre bueno para 108 pobres porque regala
unos cuantos pesos de abarrotes 0 una carga de lena con ·una
mano, mientras que con la orta permite al jugador que se robe
el poquito dinero que tienen los pobres, y a la mujer mala que
pone en peligro nuestros hogares' &Despues de la elecci6n se va
a decir que las senoras de Santa Fe han votado para mantener
en las oficinas hombres que han probado por sus registros pasados
que no soatienen las leres que ellos han jurado defender' I.Ja
elecci6n este &fio en el condado de Santa Fe no es una elecci6n
de partido. Es una elecci6n del HOGAR. Por medio de nuestroa
votoa hablaremos en favor de una ciudad mas limpia, 0 bien
hablaremos por una continuacion de las condiciones presentes.
Mientras tales lugarea como el "Canary Cottage" y los garitos
de juego sean permitidos en Santa Fe, ningl1n hogar en la ciudad
est8. segura. Esta es la cuestion mas importante en Santa Fe
hoy dla.
First page of the Spanish version of a bilingual appeal to women voters. Miscellaneous
Records, Political Issues. Courtesy of the State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe.
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participation in a major party, even if in separate groups; but it offered women no autonomy and no way to articulate their political
needs: the women's movement still held the political lifeline of
prospective voters. The Women's Republican Clubs apparently
did not help the party much, for both Hubbell and Hernandez
were defeated in the Wilson landslide of 1916. The clubs did,
however, give the Republican Party a structure through which to
organize women voters once they had the vote and thus an edge
over the Democrats who did little to organize women during the
first twelve years after suffrage.
The 1916 election put two 'prosuffrage Democrats from New
Mexico in Congress. Although the new representative, William B.
Walton, promised the CD to vote for the amendment, he later
seemed to waver, and Martin sent a hurried note from headquarters urging Otero-Warren to turn up the political heat: "I think he
is a little shaky and needs pressure from his constituents." This
last-minute pressure steadied Walton so that he voted for the Nineteenth Amendment which passed the house in January 1918.
Meanwhile, Andrieus Aristiens Jones from Socorro, who replaced
Catron in Congress, moved into the chair of the influential Senate
Committee on Woman Suffrage. Jones proved his support by
visiting CD militants jailed for their Washington protests and saw
the Susan B. Anthony amendment out of committee and on to the
Senate floor where he worked for its passage. 32 The Senate voted
favorably in June 1919. After fifty years of independent organizing for suffrage, women had finally pried the federal suffrage
amendment out of Congress. 33
The political focus now shifted back to New Mexico where the
legislature had to approve the amendment. Suffragists were so
confident that the amendment would pass easily in the January
1919 session that the new head of the state CD, now calling itself
the National Woman's Party (NWP), made the mistake of leaving
for California. With Otero-Warren lobbying among the Hispanics, the amendment passed the House easily; but in the Senate
a Republican member sidetracked the amendment by substituting
a state referendum measure which, as everyone knew, could not
pass. 34 This defeat in New Mexico bitterly disappointed both New
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Mexico women and national suffrage leaders who hoped New
Mexico would be one of the first states to ratify. Twenty-two states
ratified the amendment in 1919, including Texas and Colorado,
but fourteen more were needed, and the women knew the longer
the ratification process, the more opposition would organize
against passage. NAWSA also increased its activity in the West
that fall with a special trip by leader Carrie Chapman Catt to
eight states, including New Mexico.
By this time, antisuffragists were labeling suffragists as disloyal
and Bolshevik agents. Although most moderate leaders got used to
these attacks, Catt felt compelled to spend time refuting claims of
the antis that women would vote socialist once they were enfranchised. 35 As the political right began to organize in the postwar
period later known for its "red scare," moderates became distressed about the tactics of the National Woman's Party. Catt
believed that the militant activism during the war, especially
picketing the president during the war, had cost women precious
support. As the crisis deepened surrounding passage of the amendment, the two major suffrage groups found it difficult to work
together, in part because leadership believed in different tactics, in
part because right-wing spokesman increasingly attacked the
more moderate NAWSA. Intent on keeping the two groups separate, Catt even sent a special emissary to Wyoming to bring that
state back into the NAWSA fold after it had strayed into the
NWP's camp; she also traveled to the West to recapture other territory lost to the National Woman's Party and to gather support
for passage of the amendment. She lobbied at the Governors' Conference in Salt Lake City to gain backing from western governors
for ratification. Early in 1920, Arizona and Utah ratified after
governors from those states promised support. Governor C. A.
Larrazolo of New Mexico promised both NAWSA and NWP leaders passage of the amendment at a special session called for 16
February 1920. If New Mexico ratified as the thirty-second state,
only four more would be needed for passage. 36
Final victory in New Mexico resulted from coalition work by
NWP and Republican women. Otero-Warren swung into action in
January lining up Republican leaders behind the amendment. 37
When antisuffragists attempted the same tactic that had worked
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in 1919, introducing a resolution to substitute a referendum for
the resolution ratifying the federal amendment, Paul alerted prosuffrage Republican supporters to the plot and warned state NWP
leaders that they must be on guard against such moves. A
Republican secretary informed Paul of a secret meeting in
Washington where at least one leader had been brought to line up
Hispanic opposition in return for financial support in the next
campaign. In a desperate attempt to block ratification in New
Mexico, Republican antisuffragists hoped Hispanics could be convinced that women's suffrage was against their interests a'-;d vote
it down. Anglo politicians could then blame Hispanic males for
the defeat of a law Anglos did not want enacted. 38
In addition to a last-minute caucus with Republican leaders,
Otero-Warren joined Paul in counteri'-;g a flurry of telegrams
from antisuffrage states in the South with an even larger flurry of
supportive messages from states that had ratified. As suffragist
women packed Senate galleries to hear the final debate,
Republicans shifted to support of the amendment. On 18 Februarythe Senate ratified the amendment 17 to 5. The next day, after
a three hour Republican caucus, Dan Padilla withdrew his
referendum proposal, Republican leader R. I. Baca shifted to support, and the House ratified 36 to 10. New Mexico became the
thirty-second state. to ratify. Oklahoma, Washington, and West
Virginia followed New Mexico, the final battle occurring in Tennessee where, according to Catt, antisuffragists bought votes and
instigated opposition of every sort. On IS August 1920, however,
Tennessee ratified. 39 After almost a century of talk about suffrage
and more than a decade of campaigning in New Mexico, women
had won the vote.
The major problem now for' political parties was how to
mobilize the new voting public. The Republicans, using lists of
women collected in 1916 and tapping leadership/developed by the
women's movement, acted quickly to' organize women. Women
moved into three of the eleven slots on the state executive committee, and fifty-seven women became state committeemen, including
eighteen Hispanic women and eight former suffragists. The Democrats also drew four women on to their executive committee and
appointed fifty-six women to the county committees, of whom
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only two were Hispanic while three were former suffragists. The
difference between eighteen and two Hispanic women in the two
parties reflected the relative proportion of Hispanics, although
Hispanic women were not equally represented with Anglo women
in either party.
Although they believed Republican women would vote, Democrats made little effort until September 1920 to get out the
women's vote, when they recruited fifteen women to speak. At this
late date it was difficult to form these women into an effective
speaker's bureau. One woman had a small baby to care for,
another had no experience at speaking, and a third was recovering
from nervous exhaustion after stumping the state for prohibition.
Meetings scheduled for one woman had to be cancelled because
she was a poor speaker. Only Frances J. Nixon, who spoke primarily on the League of Nations, proved to be an effective speaker
and organizer. The chairman of the Speaker's Bureau was insistent that wherever possible local women make short addresses at
rallies and that several women be on the stage. "Our success
depends on getting out the Democratic women voters. Bear this in
mind;- The Republican Women are going to vote," he warned.
But beyond making women visible, Democrats had no clear-cut
policy to attract the new voters. One local organizer suggested
"emotional appeals especially to the women"; another recommended picnics to help get women to the polls.40 Mainly, the
initiative remained with local party loyalists who had gained their
position in the party by being able to turn out male voters. Late in
the campaign a fusion blossomed with Democratic and Independent Republican women joining to issue a bilingual appeal ("A
Las Senoras de Santa Fe" and "To the Women of Santa Fe")
that urged women to choose reform candidates who would eliminate prostitution and gambling-and to vote early before the polls
became crowded. 41 This appeal indicated that reform might be a
continuing interest of women.
Overall the parties were successful in getting out the vote. The
number of adults participating in the election jumped from 40
percent in 1916 to 62 percent in 1920. (See Tables 2 and 3.) Only
an estimated 11 percent more women than men did not vote.
Mobilization, voter participation, and the newly franchised
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TABLE 2-VOTER TuRNOUT AND MOBILIZATION 1900-1916
Voter Turnout (T)
Mobilization (M)

1900

1904

1908

1911

1912

1916

72%

63%
34%

69%
37%

51%
27%

55%
30%

73%
40%

40%

T = total vote
total population eligible to vote (includes Native Americans, many of whom could not vote)
M = total vote
total population over 21

TABLE 3-VOTER

TuRNOUT

1912-1940

1912

1916

1920

1924

1928

1932

1936

1940

State·

55%

73%

62%

62%

60%

70%

69%

66%

Hispanic Counties a

67 %

84%

59%·· 68%

70%

82%

83%

80%

Little Texas b

46%

70%

59%

46%

43%

56%

57%

53%

• Includes Native Americans, many of whom could not vote.
··No returns for San Miguel county; averaged on basis of four-county vote.
aIncludes Guadalupe, Mora, Rio Arriba, San Miguel, Taos.
bIncludes Chaves, Curry, De Baca, Eddy, Lea, and Roosevelt.

women can be considered major achievements for New Mexico
parties. Although it would take a state referendum to prove that
women also had the right to hold office, women campaigned for
school. superintendent in twenty-one of twenty-nine counties and
were elected in nineteen. The governor appointed both Hispanic
and Anglo women to every state board, a woman became assistant
secretary of state (a position previously reserved to males), and
women moved into control of the public welfare board.
Political scientists sometimes list two reasons for the lower
nationwide political participation of women than men in the early
1920s: the lack of role models to help women internalize voting
and office holding practice and local resistance to women's voting
and holding office. Yet in the years from 1920 to-1940, Hispanic
women with few role models and no tradition of participation in
formal political structures, expanded dramatically their political
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activities. Like Black women after they gained the vote in the
1960s, these Hispanic women became rapidly politicized. 42
This dramatic politicization becomes evident by comparing the
total mobilization before suffrage with the percentage of adults
voting in six predominantly Anglo counties (Little Texas) and a
block of five predominantly Hispanic counties. Because women
were disfranchised before 1920, the total mobilization of voters
was low, with only 27 to 40 percent of the adults voting. (See
Table 2.) During the years from 1900 to 1916, male voter participation ranged from 51 to 72 percent in New Mexico with Hispanic
counties having a much higher voter turnout than Little Texas
counties in 1912 and 1916. 43 Regardless of how this turnout was
achieved-most historians attribute it to a well-oiled political
machine reminiscent of nineteenth century machines that unfailingly delivered the vote among white males-it was impressive.
Hispanic women voters moved rapidly into this voting structure.
The percent of eligible voters voting in Hispanic counties dipped
to 59 percent in 1920, but by 1924, 68 percent were voting, and
the count reached a peak of 84 percent in 1936. (See Table 3.) Little Texas counties also had 59 percent voting in 1920, but the percentage decreased in subsequent elections before climbing to a
high of only 57 percent in 1936. Anglo women in these Little
Texas counties tended to follow the voting pattern of the southern
region of the state where women had a low overall voter participation, but Hispanic women immediately became active voters,
exceeding the average level of northern women. 44
Hispanic support also extended to Hispanic women who ran for
political office during these twenty years. Perhaps the change was
most dramatically symbolized when Otero-Warren ran for the
United States House of Representatives in 1922. During a special
election held in the fall of 1921 to confirm the right of women to
hold office in New Mexico ("para tener oficina Las mujeres," as the
ballot read in Spanish) numerous Hispanic males continued to
remain opposed to granting this political right as one can see by
comparing the county blocks of Hispanic and Little Texas regions.
Of the five core Hispanic counties, four defeated the amendment.
Of the six Little Texas counties, four passed the amendment by a
majority. Republicans expected organized womanhood to support

JENSEN: WOMEN AND POLITICS

27

Otero-Warren in 1922 as the first woman in New Mexico to run
for high federal office. Campaigners even' took out a full page
advertisement in the NMFWC Bulletin to remind club women of
her past activities on behalf of women. Otero-Warren did not win
enough votes to defeat her male Democratic opponent, but this
was not too surprising since the Democrats elected a governor and
most of the state officials that year. That she carried four of five
Hispanic counties and none of the Little Texas counties was a surprise. This willingness of Hispanics to have a woman represent
them in Congress one year after voting against women holding
office was a tribute to the ability of political structures to triumph
over ideology. The first woman representative from New Mexico
to the United States Congress would not be elected until twenty
four years later when in 1946 Georgia L. Lusk carried all of the
Little Texas counties and none of the Hispanic counties. By then,
Little Texas had become so populous that Lusk did not need the
Hispanic counties. 45
While New Mexico women had to wait twenty-six years after
suffrage for their first female United States representative and to
this writing have never had a second, Anglo and Hispanic women
did move into state office holding. (See Figure 1.) In the election
that Otero-Warren lost, New Mexicans elected a Hispanic Democratic woman as secretary of state and an Anglo Democratic
woman as state superintendent of public instruction. Women
never gave up the position of secretary of state in New Mexico,
and women held the office of superintendent of public instruction
for most of the years before 1940. Women reached a peak in
county office holding in 1926 when they held twenty three offices
of county superintendent of education and in 1928 when they
occupied ten county clerkships and nine other county positions.
By 1938, seven women also sat in the New Mexico legislature,
although only one of the women was Hispanic. While these
numbers seem meager in relationship to the percentage of women
in the population, each of these political offices, with the exception of county superintendent of education which women held
from 1908, had been held previously only by men and was much
sought after in New Mexico. Moreover, women would have difficulty extending these modest gains after W orId War 11. 46

FIGURE I-NEW MEXICO WOMEN OFFICE-HOLDING 1907-1940
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The political situation in New Mexico, rather than the presence
or absence of role models, seems to have contributed most to this
dramatic change in female political participation and male support for such activity. Because Republicans dominated New Mexico from 1850 to 1911, Hispanic males were able to protect their
ethnic interests through active participation in the Republican
Party. After 1911, the growth of the Democratic Party, traditionally an Anglo party, made the political position of Hispanics
more vulnerable. Hispanic males did not uniformly oppose
women's political participation, nor did Anglo males uniformly
support it. Instead, the issue of women's· suffrage became
entangled in the complex web of party loyalties and ethnic fears.
Before 1920, few Republican males-Anglos or Hispanic-looked
upon women's political participation as crucial to the party, and
neither party had any method of organizing women or giving
them political training. Hispanics and Anglos reached a political
compromise in the state: Anglos controlled most political matters
in the legislature in exchange for assurance of jobs for Hispanics.
Some Hispanics may have feared women's suffrage would upset
this balance, especially if they assumed only Anglo women would
be voting or considered Hispanic women as not being capable of
political activity. But Anglo males also feared women's political
activities. Suffragist organizers probably allayed the fe~rs of
Hispanic males by grooming a woman like Otero-Warren for
political activism. 47
Republican leaders undoubtedly learned from suffragists a
number of tactics for mobilizing women politically. And
Republicans surely learned from suffragists to take women
seriously as a political variable so that when they needed votes in
the 1920s it was possible to expand the party machinery to
mobilize Hispanic women. When progressive Bronson Cutting
began to appeal to the Hispanic vote in the 1920s, many followed
him. Cutting, who moved in and out of the Republican party during the 1920s, created a volatile situation for the Republican Old
Guard. Because of this political wavering, Hispanic women found
themselves wooed as voters by both Old Guard Republicans who
needed votes to shore up· the crumbling walls of Republicanism
and by progressives who wanted to show the Old Guard they were
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a real threat. Eventually, of course, Democrats also learned how
to mobilize Hispanic women. Unemployment and low farm commodity prices during the Depression of the 1930s swung New
Mexico women into the Democratic party, and federal assistance
programs helped keep them there. 48
The enfranchisement of New Mexico women was significant
both to women who attempted to translate their needs into
political action'and to the male politicans who tried to predict and
control women's votes. 49 When women voted, their choices
affected traditional politics in important ways; where they did not
vote, their abstention also affected politics, if only by allowing
politicians greater power in determining policies. Although New
Mexico women entered politics at a time of declining male participation nationally, Hispanic women, like Hispanic men, retained
high voter participation in New Mexico. The implication of this
pattern is important to present voting, for Hispanic populations in
other southwestern states are now increasing participation
previously restricted by gerrymandering and other forms of disfranchisement. The potential strength of Hispanic voting and the
strong bargaining position Hispanic women have within their
ethnic political groups will be crucial factors as the Hispanic
population comes to political power in the Southwest.
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W. F. Howard in 1892. Howard Collection, Idaho State University, Pocatello. Courtesy of
author.

INDIAN SCHOOLING IN NEW MEXICO IN THE 1890s:
LETTERS OF A TEACHER IN THE INDIAN SERVICE
JO ANN RUCKMAN

1893, William Forrest Howard, with several years of
study at the Kansas Central Normal College behind him and a
teaching certificate in hand, left an unsatisfactory teaching situation in Garden City, Kansas, to try his luck as a teacher for the
Indian Servi.ce. He was assigned to the Dawes Institute near Santa
Fe and remained there for a period of eight months. During this
time, Howard kept up a regular correspondence with his future
wife, Minnie F. Hayden, then teaching school in Larned, Kansa's
(they became engaged by letter in January 1893, just after
Howard's arrival in New Mexico). These letters now comprise a
part of the Minnie F. Howard Archive at the Idaho State University Library in Pocatello and are here reproduced, in an edited version, for the insights that they provide into life in an Indian boardT
ing school in the early 1890s. Also included is one letter that
Howard wrote to his cousin Lucy Howard, then a teacher in Kansas, regarding his New Mexico experiences. In the editing of the
letters, only material relating directly to the life of the school has
been retained; the sections of Howard's letters that have been
omitted contain for the most part material of a personal nature or
stories of experiences such as mountain climbing that have little
bearing on his school life. Throughout the letters, Howard's
spelling and syntax have been retained.
Howard was probably typical of the sort of persons the Indian
Office engaged as teachers. Neither he nor his fellow teachers at
Santa Fe came to the school with any knowledge of Indians or of
Indian problems: Attracted to the Indian Service chiefly by its
higher-than-average salaries for teachers, Howard initially felt
some repugnance toward his pupils "of a different color." Altho~gh he came finally to love the children, he did not, during his
IN JANUARY
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brief stay in New Mexico, acquire much understanding of Indian
culture and values. He more or less unthinkingly accepted the
stereotypes and attitudes of the whites around him regarding the
Indians. Above all, he accepted the Indian Office's approach to
Indian education at that time, which was based on the conviction
that the purpose of the government's Indian schools, and particularly of the boarding schools, was to wean Indian children
from their native culture, to "civilize" them, and to integrate
them into the mainstream of American society-an approach
whose failures have been well documented.
Howard's letters also indicate the faithfulness with which the
Dawes Institute adhered to the desires of the Indian Office regarding the operation of Indian schools. I t is interesting to read
Howard's letters side-by-side with the annual reports of the Commissioners of Indian Affairs for the late 1880s and early 1890s.
Howard's account of school life closely reflects, in many particulars, the commissioners' stated purposes in regard to Indian
education, including, for example, the following: "the school
should be organized and conducted in such a way as to accustom
the pupils to systematic habits. The periods of rising and retiring,
the hours for meals, times for study, recitation, work and play
should all be fixed and adhered to with great punctiliousness."
Further, "it is of prime importance that a fervent patriotism
should be awakened in their mind"; "the Sabbath must be properly observed"; "singing should be a part of the exercises of each
school session"; "they [the pupils] should be taught the sports and
games enjoyed by white youth."
The only rules not strictly observed, at least by Howard, were
those stating that "pupils must be compelled to converse with
each other in English, and should be properly rebuked or punished
for persistent violation of this rule" and that "employes are not
allowed to have pupils in their rooms except by permission of the
superintendent for speCified reasons." In ignoring the latter rule,
Howard evidently went further in establishing personal relationships with some of the older pupils than the commissioners might
have desired. Perhaps his personal touch, and his genuine interest
in his pupils, did something to relieve the strangeness and barrenness of institutional life for at least some of the Indian children.
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The Dawes Institute, as Howard describes it; sounds more like a
military institution or an orphan asylum than a school. It seems
incredible, at this remove in time, that anyone ever imagined that
attendance at such an institution would convince a young Indian.
of the superiority of white culture, or that it would, in the words of
one Commissioner of Indian Affairs, "relieve him from [his] state
of dependence and barbarism, and ... direct him in paths that
will eventually lead him to the light and liberty of American
citizenship. "
The growing uncertainty regarding his future that appears in
Howard's last letters reflects the checkered early history of the
Santa Fe school. Established in 1890 as the Santa Fe Industrial
Training School, the institution underwent a change of name in
1892, becoming the Dawes Institute. In the fall of 1893 hoth its
name and its purpose were altered, and the Dawes Institute
became the Santa Fe-Normal School. It existed in that guise only
for one year, when it became once again the Santa Fe Industrial
Training School and then, in 1895, the Santa Fe Indian School.
The institution functioned under the latter name until 1962, when
it was converted into the present Institute of American Indian
Arts.
The decision to transform the Dawes Institute into a normal
school was chiefly responsible for Howard's short tenure as a
teacher for the Indian Service. As a primary teacher, his services
were no longer requir~d at Santa Fe, and the other alternatives
suggested to him within the Indian Service were not attractive.
Confronted with this bureaucratic decision only at the last moment, in August 1893, Howard considered it too late to find
another teaching position for the coming year and decided to
return to college to complete his bachelor's degree. This accomplished, he taught in Kansas for several years, and then both he
and his wife entered medical school. After several years as practicing physicians in rural Kansas, the Howards, seeking greater
opportunities, moved westward. Though his wife soon gave up her
practice, Howard established himself as a physician and surgeon
in Pocatello, Idaho, became a highly respected member of the
community, anddied there in 1947.
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LETTERS OF WILLIAM FORREST HOWARD
TO MINNIE F. HAYDEN
SANTA FE, N.M.,
JANUARY 4, 1893.

1M

HERE-ARRIVED IN Santa Fe this morning at 1:35 and put up
at the "Palace" [Hotel]; came out to the Dawes' Indian school
about 10 0' clock.
Since Yesterday noon I've seen some wonderful and some curious sights, not the least curious and wonderful of which is Santa
Fe. I spent an hour or more in the city after breakfast before coming out to the school. Most of the buildings are adobe and from
their appearance one would think that they had been discovered
by the ancients, not built. (Like "Topsy" they "were not born"
and unlike her they show little evidence of growth.) Santa Fe is
petrified, but it is not dead. A man told me that it has not changed
much since his former visit here ten years ago. Mrs. Cart l says, "It
doesn't grow." A considerable amount of business is done in the
city but there is little spontaniety of action. So regular is the old'
Spanish town in its habits that much can be figured out for "many
moons" with mathematical precision.
Santa Fe is old; most of its buildings are old. Why, even the "ancient Indian curiosities" (a name given by common consent) are
made to look old by those who are engaged in their manufacture.

In regard to my position, I've not yet "passed judgment." Don't
think that I dislike it; I would not now tell anyone that I'm pleased
with it-I'm "in statu quo~' (like the neighboring city) and so I
mean to remain until I am better prepared to judge of the place.
Two things are certain: I intend to stay here until pay-day, for it is
not convenient to get away or to find other employment. I feel
peculiarly well satisfied this evening, for some indefinite cause.

-rv
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I visited the schools this morning and in some respects was surprised and pleased. I was surprised at the dullness of the principal
teacher, pleased with the work of the smaller pupils and both surprised and pleased with the intelligent expression of the younger
pupils-the older ones look dull and they lack that vivacity so essential to ordinary youth. My work is the first reader grade. The
principal has the secopd reader. The brighest class in the school is
to be promoted To-morrow into my room and the next brightest
class passes, at the same time, to the principal's room. But, on the
whole, I am more pleased with the appearance of my pupils than
any of the others.
They are very affectionate. There is a big boy, Wade Hampton,
with broad shoulders, a good-natured face, and a large heart, who
would hug and kiss you (I mean me, or some of the employes) if he
dared. They appreciate patting on the head and other like actions
of familiarity. Now, I have always been fond of fondling my sisters
and younger brothers, but to caress a child of a different color-I
think I shall avoid it until I've learned it by actual experience.
I begin on my work To-morrow. Will report about it and many
other things at later writings. Oh yes! we have a Carlyle boyZ here
in school-or rather in employ.-He is the tailor..
Jan. 25, 1893 .
. Well, I have not told you about the Dawes Institute. So here is
a rough outline of the buildings. All of these are two story brick
buildings.
Our pupils are of various tribes. I know of Navajo, Jicarille
(Hick' are' ya/basket-makers), Pueblo, A pach' ee, and La gu' na
children who are here. The total was 248. until one day last week
the "angel of the government" came and took 25 of our children
away. The supervisor of the Ind. schools of this territory came
with orders to send home a list of children whom he had said to be
white or Mexican. They were the flowers of the school. I was so
fond of three of my little girls that were taken. They were hurried
off. He would not wait for them to gather up their playthingsthey only took the clothing they were wearing. I can not but feel
indignant at the whole proceeding. Mr. Cart, our Supt., has af-

The Santa Fe Indian School, circa 1895 (the Dawes Institute from 1890 to 1894). Courtesy
of the Museum of New Mexico, Santa Fe.
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fadavits that these children are of Indian blood. (They don't look
like it.) This Supervisor had no right to report them white, without
an investigation. Even if they were not Indians, it would be a
humane thing to do not to report them. They come from the
squalor and dirt of the worst kind of hovels. They like the school.
Any aid that the government would give them would not only be
appreciated but it would bear fruit. They are bright and intelligent.
The larger pupils attend school half day and work under the instruction of a foreman the other half. The smaller ones attend all
day. The small ones are brighter than those who have been
neglected so long. You will laugh, I know, when I tell you that all
of my pupils read from the first read~r. (The "High school" pupils
use the second reader.) I have three classes-the small pupils all
day-and the A & B classes half days. My C class, ranging from 7
to 9 yrs. old, is making much more rapid progress than would a
class of white pupils at the ordinary age of first reader pupils. I
teach them the same things and in much the same way that I
would teach white pupils. They will talk to me and I can interest
them in anything I undertake. My A & B classes contain some
hopeful pupils and several hopeless, helpless creatures. Each of
these classes is divided into a forenoon and an afternoon division. I
teach the same things,-reading, numbers, and general exercises. to the afternoon division as I teach the a.m. division. There are
some of them whose countenances change not unless to give expression(?) to a silly grin, no matter how animated I may be or
how interested other pupils may become. I'm sure your Scruggs
Jr. 3 can not be so dull as they.
The girls are under the care of the Matron, who has an assistant
matron. There are other matrons for special departments such as
dining-room matron, industrial matron and others. The boys are
under the immediate control of the disciplinarian. They are
moved to and from all meetings by military commands. They drill
twice each week-they show a greater aptitude for drilling than
anything else.
There is a 5:45 bell rings, which is the signal to arise and dress;
6:00 bell takes them to the wash rooms; 6:20 forms them in com-
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panies, when at the order of the disciplinarian the captains give
the order to march into the dining room. In the dining room a
signal is given upon a small class bell to pull chairs back from
table, one to be seated, and when all is still the third tap is given to
turn over the plates. Then they begin. Similar tactics are used in
conducting them from the dining hall; then they are formed into
companies in the assembly room or on the grounds where the regular details are called (tailors, carpenters, shoemakers, blacksmiths, etc.) and any special details are made. Then those not on
duty are dismissed. This is an outline of the breakfast program and
dinner and supper are like unto it.
School "tactics" are one bell signal to black shoes and dust
jackets, last bell, pass to assembly room and form. They then
march to the principal's, room where we have opening exercises,
then to the separate rooms. On dismission they pass down and
form before they are excused.
One of the most laughable things is the way in which the captains give cough syrup. During the winter cough syrup is kept in
the dormitories for some one at any time and occasionally many
have coughs. The captain administers the dose. If many are coughing he gets the bottle and spoon and starting at one end he doses
the whole company. Occasionally he meets some one who does not
like it. Then, "Don't want." -"Yes, take!" -Don't want" with
some facial expression. "Take! Ope mouth!" - "N 0." - "Take!
Ope mouth! Me tell." -"Yes." and he meekly submits. The whole
company is dosed-some of them need it-some like it-some
think they must take it.
The children are very easily managed. Punishments inflicted are
reprimands, a meal of bread and water, and confinement in the
jail room. It is seldom necessa~y to resort to the last named. Quite
frequently a number (never one) are given bread and water for
talking Spanish or Indian. I never report them for those offenses.
The disciplinarian is very strict and they (pupils) do not like him. I
do not know whether he is tyrannical or not-have not seen much
of him. He was absent for alrrlOst two weeks. I acted as "dis-etc."
while he was absent. He brought in about half as many children as
were taken away by the supervisor. . . .
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Feb. 1, 1893
. Concerning the Indians' religion, I am not yet sufficiently informed to say anything. Some of the employes who have lived
most among them claim to know considerable about the red man's
views of the Spirit but I have not been able to get any accepted
statement. They disagree and say one must learn it of the Indians.
Some of the boys come in quite often. From them I may learn
about their religion.
The moral instruction given here is, "Be good boy," with a pat
upon the head or a chuck under the chin. But the "good" is so
depraved that I do not think one of them knows its meaning. They
surely must think that good refers to anything done or even attempted to be done by the Indian. In the morning exercises Mrs.
Hodge tells them to "sing 'good' like they did Yesterday morning." They do it-just about like they did "Yesterday morning."
She sometimes scolds after the singing but, Time softly effaces all
memory of discord and disinclination and the next morning they
are sweetly asked to "sing 'good' like, etc." I do not know what
"motions" accompany the feminine form of this common injunction. The girls are told to "be good girl" but I have never observed
any of the teachers or matrons caressing an Indian girl. The boys
are decidedly the greater pets. I would not object to praising the
work of an Indian child, when it deserved praise; and I would give
them more credit for the same work than I would white children:
but I do not relish the continued complaint of employes while to
the children they continue to say "good."
The larger pupils attend S[unday]. S[chool]. and services in the
city. Of course they know very little about the lesson. They won't
recite. The lesson must be "poured in." All of the pupils devote
about twenty minutes on Friday evening to the study of the lesson.
At that time Mr. Harrison, assis't. sup't is supposed to read the
lesson to them and comment upon it. Mr. H. hunts me up every
Friday evening after supper and tells me how busy he is making
reports, there's so much writing to do, etc., etc., and it would be
such an accommodation if I would take charge of the S.S. work
that evening. I do it as I've nothing particular to do at that time.
We have a S.S. here in the afternoon at the time I would like to
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take a nap. I teach a class of middle sized boys and girls. They are
good listeners and among the best talkers in the school. . . .
"Quartered or Scalped?" If both by an Indian, I would not
hesitate to choose the latter; but if quartered by the government or
scalped by a red, I would prefer Uncle Sam's hospitality. My new
quarters (Really they're "halves"-two rooms joined by an arch.)
are scrumptious. I'm on the first floor and have a front and a back
door-convenient to school, office, mess, wood-pile, ash-pile.
Have shutters to my windows so that the dust may more effectively be kept out. Rooms furnished nicely. The room that I moved
from last Saturday is very undesirable-inconvenient, dirty,
dusty, poorly furnished, too closely connected with the breathing apparatus of 75 or 80 boys (It opens into the dormitory room.).
To-night I "entertained." Will explain. On Tuesday and Thursday evenings the boys drill, Friday eve all sing, Saturday night the
socials, receptions, society meetings, etc. are held. This leaves the
children, the boys particularly, without employment on Monday
and Wednesday evenings. On those evenings there is a night
school for all. Mrs. Hodge, Miss Smith, and I alternate week about
in conducting this school. We do anything to keep them busy (Mr.
Cart's object is to keep them quiet)-black-board and slate work,
picture books, blocks, busy work. We don't give much attention to
recitations. We only "entertain." It was called "teaching" but
we have a new word now that describes the session much better.

Feb. 5, 1893.
. A couple of our employes were united in holy matrimony last
Thursday evening. Mr. Robertson, the disciplinarian, was married to Mrs. Hodge, one of the teachers; it was a quiet but pleasant
affair. They will remain here until the close of the fiscal year, June
30. It is said that the atmosphere of the school room is infected
with the most contagious form of matrimony. Never in the history
of the school, has one of its teachers left the institute unmarried.
One man came married. He stayed five weeks. Quite a number of
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ex-teachers of the institute have happy, or otherwise, homes in
Santa Fe. Some have gone to other places. Proposals to Mrs. Culbertson are now in order, with Miss Smith on deck. Then it is my
turn. But I feel secure at present and have no fear of the future. It
will require a desperate man to take Mrs. C-. In fact I don't think
she's to be taken. She may take some one if the opportunity is
presented, but as for taking her- Well if Miss Smith depends upon
such taking for her turn she is as good as vaccinated for the above
named malady.
I thought of giving you our "dramatis personae" but as there are
20 of us I know it would be too tedious. I will continue to give the
"term as the character is developed." You have the names. of the
four teachers. Mrs. Culbertson is the principal. I don't like her.
She is not pleasant nor cultured as one of her age and experience
should be. Her voice has seemngly never known sweet tones.
Really, she often startles me when she jerks out her sudden sharp
commands. But back of her formidable frown, her menacing expression, and her saw-file voice when in charge of the pupils, she
has traits to be admired. At the social last evening she told me of
some of her early days in teaching. She showed so much more feeling than I thought her capable of. Again she spoke of some of their
prayer meetings when she was young. If such intervals would only
continue she would possess so different a nature! After all I do not
blame her much but I think that many years of teaching against
her real desire have irritated her so that these uninviting habits
have taken possession of her. Still be it her fault or not I can not
like her on account of the way she treats the children. I like the
other teachers and employes well enough-some of them very
much. Mr. and Mrs. Roberts of Syracuse [Kansas] are two of my
best friends. I presume our common interest, the affairs and
memories of Kansas, have thrown me more in their company and I
have become better acquainted with them. They are so genial that
their company is desirable. . . .
You asked if the Indian boys were made captains. Yes; there are
five companies of boys; the most trustworthy boys are appointed
by the Sup't as officers. Each company has a second lieutenant
and a captain. 'Tis these captains that dose the companies. . . . I
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sometimes act as disciplinarian-that person has general charge of
all the companies and gives orders to captains or makes details of
boys for required purposes; of course, as his title suggests, he must
keep order in his charge.
There is one society in the school-The Kings Daughters and
Sons. It meets each alternate Saturday evening. Only the larger
boys and girls are members. They do not take an active part in the
meetings. At the meeting I attended Mrs. Culbertson, who is president, waited ten or fifteen minutes for a motion to adjourn while
several of the employes were among the pupils telling them what
to do and say and coaxing them by word and gesture to make the
motion. Finally one of the matrons moved an adjournment, and
an employe had to second it or I presume some of the crowd would
have been there yet. This is rather new work to them and better
results are hoped for.
The socials or receptions are very interesting. They have since I
came here been changed from a sort of military affair to the plan
of civilized social gatherings. The boys now go in small groups to
the girls sitting room where they are received by lady employes
and the girl pupils. Of course the girls are bashful and backward,
and the boys don't know what to do except as they are told. We
don't talk very much but get them to playing as soon as possible.
Drop the handkerchief, The Miller, Blind Mans Buff, Bean-bags,
Old Maid, Checkers, Word and Picture Building, and the Sixteen
Puzzle have met with most success for entertainment. Yet when
they play B. M. Buff everyone wants to be caught, and in Drop the
Handkerchief, they do not try to keep out of the middle. When
they have gotten to playing well they are no longer bashful. They
then enjoy themselves. Of course they do not notice all the finer
points and many of the things they laugh at are most awkward;
but they don't know it. These Saturday receptions are really interesting to us employes as well as to the pupils. I have not missed
one since my advent into this institution..
The little boys like to shake hands with white persons. If one is
standing by a marching line of the smaller boys, the first boy who
catches his eyes is apt to catch his hand also with a "G60t'bye" or
"Goot' night." Every following boy will do the same,if possible.
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Feb. 12, 1893 .
. . . We have a new quartet organized-all white voices-no
Eustace is a member but I do not always think of him as an Indian. Three white and one red voice. . . .
The larger boys and girls who belong to the King's Sons and
Daughters, or rather "King's Daughters and Sons" correspond
with boys and girls in the east. The girls write more than the boys
and always to girls. A few of the boys write to girls but such are
rare. The white boys and girls call this "Missionary writing"; we
call it the same. Some of the letters are very interesting-much
more interesting before corrected. Tell Della 4 if she would like a
specimen of their writing, that I can arrange for her a short correspondence with an Indian girl. She can copy the name; 'twill not
be necessary to pronounce it. And I will try to see that the Indian
girl's letter is not put to sleep by Mrs. Culbertson. They write their
letters on Friday. Mrs. C's room devotes all of each Friday to correspondence. The best that my pupils can do at letter writing is to
copy.
All of the school rooms are now furnished with lamps and instead of "entertaining" two nights of every third week we are expected to teach two nights of every week. Evening session is one
hour. Its purpose is to keep the children quiet. If they want to go to
sleep we do not prevent it and some of the little ones do fall asleep
every night we have school. The rooms are full at night for all of
the pupils are then in.
We are preparing a program for Washington's birthday. It is
quite patriotic. Don't know h<;>w it will materialize. The other
teachers have more faith in it than I have. But if they succeed with
their part, mine will make some showing. . . .

Feb. 22, 1893.
I had just sat down at my desk and taken paper out preparatory
to writing my weekly (or weakly) offering when some one rapped
at the door. I sung out "come!" and in walked Henry Clay. Now
don't be alarmed; it was not the ghost of the illustrious statesman.
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Too dark for that. It was only "Henry Clay" Chachauna a boy
that I am quite attached to, an Apachee. He came in to talk about
what he means to do next summer. He wants to go visiting to other
Indian tribes but he is afraid of them. He also wants to see some
"large cities," and he talks of visiting the World's Fair. But his
plans are not assuming shape very fast-he wants, like most of us,
to see too much for his money. Now the entertainment bell has
rung and Henry Clay C- has gone to "fall in" the line, and while
preliminaries are being attended to I have made a start and will
continue a few lines to you.
To-day is Washington's birthday. The school gave an enter~ain
ment in the afternoon. It was quite interesting-"not in spite of,
but on account of," the peculiar accent of the pupils. They do not
speak as plain as I thought. Some of the little "los" screamed out
. their declamations, ignorant of modulation, in such a way as forbade the recognition of an English word. But they seemed to enjoy
it. And I have no doubt but that they [are] happy over the events of
the day.
To-night, Mr. Jno. Robertson, the Jicarille (Hickarea) agent and
Mrs. Arthur Robertson, the newly married teacher, are going to
give a "concert." Mrs. R. will play the organ and R. plays a· bb
cornet. The pupils will sing occasionally to give the duet a
breathing spell.
Back from the entertainment.-,-It was not good. They are now
having a social-I prefered writing.
Henry Clay often notices my picture of you and Will, 5 that is
placed on the bureau. He frequently says "Your girl?" I have tried
to tease him about the girls but he has always affirmed his dislike
for the fair(?) sex of his race. But to-night he broke in suddenly
with "Me like girl." Upon being reminded of his former statements he said he had changed. "I talk two time-one time five
minutes with girl-like her." And to-night I saw he was with
Pedra before I left the school-room where the entertainment was
held.
Henry is one of the largest boys in school (and he is not more
than 5-10, weighing about 165. He reminds me much (though I
don't suppose Tom would consider it a compliment.) of my friend
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Murphy. Some of his ways are strikingly like Murphy's. He has a
very pleasant countenance and is one of the most intelligent of the
boys. . . .
When I asked Mrs. C. for a correspondent she gave me the name
of Laura Sew6sey. Laura is about seventeen years old. She is one of
the most advanced of the girls. They thought Della should write
first. In fact Mrs. C. has made a rule to allow none of her girls to
write the first letter. Sometimes their letters are not answered and
that tends to discourage them. If Della cares to write you can give
her Laura's name and tell her to write as she would to a fourteen
year. old girl. Laura would like to know anything about Larned or
school or the country. In fact anything pleases them. (Here I must
remark that the "anything" in the above line refers to letters and
their contents.) . . .
Mrs. McClure told me a sad story concerning my Juanita.
Juanita is a little seven or eight year old, fairer than many a white
child. She is the second brightest pupil I have and she is a very nice
little girl. She has not been home since last summer and since then
her mother has died. Mrs. Cart won't tell the little child of her
bereavement and she would not approve of anyone else telling her.
Mrs. McClure said that Juanita talks every day about her mamma
ignorant of her death. I am going to talk to Miss Smith about it
and perhaps we can decide something. . . .

March 1, 1893 .
. The Colorado legislature came to this territory on an excursion last week. Champagne flowed freely-it is one of their ways
of enjoying themselves. Saturday I saw many of them in the city.
The military band gave a concert in the grand plaza (Sp. square).
They play well. A number of the tourists came out to this place
during that day. I took about 15 or 20 through the buildings just
after dinner. They were much pleased with everything. One of the
men tried to tease Button, a young Indian who has just come in,
and he quizzed him quite sharply. Button said something in Indian that made all the other boys laugh. The man saw he was being made fun of while he was trying to tease the boy and he goodnaturedly remarked that they know more about some things than
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we do. Some of the visitors from this territory or Colorado say
things really insulting. One of the legislators of the Centennial
state, recovering (the man not the state) from the previous night's
revel, inquired of some boys to what tribe they belong. Upon being
told, "Apachee," he said, "Ha, I've killed a: many of those fellows." . . .
With Mr. Roberts, I took a five or six mile walk last Sunday
morning and we gossiped all the way-he did most of the talking
and told me many things not to be observed on the surface.
Things are in quite a muddle and seem to have been tha t way for
a long time and they are likely to remain so.
Mr. Cart fears that his head will go soon after the change of administration. Mrs. Culbertson thinks she is in danger. If an investigation were made they both would likely go. They were appointed
before the Civil Service law went into effect6 and neither one is efficient under the new law. Roberts told me, during our walk, that
they both fear me. (Such cowardice is truly sublime!) It is the
general opinion that Cart can not remain longer than June 30 and
that he may go sooner than that. When he is relieved there will be
quite a change among the employes. . . .
Parents and friends of children come in nearly every day. They
are the regular blanket Indians-dirty, unkempt, and lazy. Some
of them ride ponies, mules, or burros; occasionally a family comes
in a wagon; but most of them come in groups of two or more on
foot. . . .
We have begun to play ball. The boys do not take to it like white
boys. Those who have played before take quite an interest but it is
new to most of them. Mr. Cart, at our suggestion, told Eustace to
make suits for the players. He is making them of red flannel-I
want mine to be blue and Backes prefers that color too. We are offering as an inducement a match game with some other place, perhaps Alberquerque-a larger school there than here-, when the
boys are able to play well enough. . . .

Mar. 8, 1893.
. . . There are two blanket Indians outside. They are not very
pleasant looking-not even picturesque. They are dirty, careless,
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and extremely lazy. One day this week a man and his wife from a
neighboring puebla drove up to the school to sell curiosities of
their own manufacture. I bought a "butter-bowl" shaped basket
made from the blades of the soap weed and two pieces of Indian
pottery. . . .
These two Indians and their little pappoose were the cleanest
and neatest I have seen save the pupils. . . . The little "lo!" was
about a year and a half old and as frisky as a squirrel. Instead of
being afraid he seemed perfectly at home. They gave him their
money to play with and he would spread the coins out on the floor,
pile them up, and roll them around. Once his mother tried to get
them but he was too quick for her and got out of her reach. She did
not chase him but went back and tried to be very much engaged in
talking to the father. When the little pap-. had slipped up quite
close to her she gave a jump turned round and had him in her
hands before he knew what was taking place. They were so interesting that I stood at my window most of that session and gave out
numbers for my number classes to add and improved(?) the intervals by observing the family of reds below.
Henry Clay wrote a letter to my brother, Harry, last week. It
was so interesting in its way that I meant to capture the original
and send it to you. But as soon as he had copied it he crushed the
first writing in his hand and threw it into the stove.
Henry Clay, Wade Hampton, and Sidney Smith had their pictures taken together last week. Henry has promised me one. They
are all Apachee boys. These illustrious names were given them at
some school. Henry retain~ his father's name as a family name and
signs it Henry C. Ch'rtchu~na. The other boys do not know what
their family name is-they have forgotten as they left home when
young. . . .
March 13, 1893 .
. this p. ill. Mrs. Culbertson said that Laura had received "a
very, very interesting letter" from Della. She said that Laura was
so pleased with it. And what do you think-Mrs. C. tried to get
Laura to show it to me-don't let Della know that-but there is no
danger of Laura's speaking to me; she is so bashful. She looked
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very glad at the afternoon exercises. I don't know what kind of
a letter she writes but I rather think that Mrs. C. will strike
out all of the originalities. Laura is one of the most advanced
girls.. . .
March 23, 1893.
. Four new children have created quite a sensation among the
quiet people of this place. The children are German and very fair
for Germans. Their hair is light and they have blue eyes. They talk
unbroken English-Mrs. Cart calls it "pure English" but it is very
far from being pure. Their mother ran away. The father makes affadavit that she was of Indian blood. The affadavit will give them
the privilege of schooling at an Indian school. They are ordinary
children but these people who have been so long in the service and
so long from white children, think they are very bright. As an
evidence of the superiority of the white race one would only need
see them together. One of these boys eleven years old was master
of the situation the first day he was here. That same day he began
to tell the red boys what to do and to take the lead in their own
games. He is a white boy-that is all. . . .
. . . Mr. Cart called for an interview with me this evening and
he brought several charges about my work that were grossly false.
I was so surprised and angered at them that I said some things that
will do me no good. He weakened in such a manner tha t I can not
but believe that there is something working against me. He narrowed his charges down to one complaint-he says I sit down too
much in teaching. That criticism does not disturb me. I don't
think he knows much about it. When I am talking to the pupils I
usually stand, when they are doing dictation or reading work I
usually sit down. In the scnool room there is no more enthusiastic
teacher here than I.
His talk made me indignant and I am not in the proper humor to
write you. . . .

Mar. 29, 1893
. The farmers of this region, Mexicans, "dagos" or something
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of that kind, mostly, are in a deplorable condition. One can
scarcely imagine how they live. In fact, they don't "live" and they
do not exist very long. The women all look alike, very wrinkled,
very feeble, and very destitute at about 30 or 35 years. The men,
out in the air more and away from their miserable hovels, are
some stronger. Living must mean little to the best of them. . . .
One of the most interesting "Indian curiosities" I have seen in
the territory was a beautiful Indian woman (perhaps 20 yrs. old.).
She came in from one of the pueblos last Saturday morning with
pottery to sell. She showed Mrs. Harrison, Miss Smith, and I most
of her wares but we were admiring her all the time and not her
trinkets. She was really picturesquely beautiful. Her dress, upon
which she had spent considerable care, gave to her a peculiar
charm.
Our large girls in school are more disgusting than pretty. True,
they have some graces, and I could "endure the pleasure of their
presence" if 'twere not for the sickening smile that defaces their
countenances when spoken to. Some of them who have been here
longest have improved in this respect. Some four or five of the
large girls and most of the little girls behave much like white girls,
except they do not talk so much.
The scarlet fever and measles are also prevalent in Santa Fe.
Quite a number of deaths have occurred. Our pupils are not
allowed to go to the city. Of course they don't like it.
Miss Smith told me of an amusing occurrence in her room, today. When she returned from Mrs. C's room where she had been
for a few minutes, she found her white haired Indian, one of those
German boys, in charge of affairs. The boy had a ruler in hand
and was in the act of administering punishment. She asked him
what he was doing. He said he was "keeping order and that boy
would not sit still."
Have another Carlysle Indian graduate, or rather we have one.
(Eustace did not graduate.) The new man is a carpenter. He is here
as a sort of an assistant. Mr. Cart has him constructing a brick
yard now. Mr. Roberts says he is a "poor stick." . . .
Well I teach, or rather, keep school, to-night. Am teaching
declamations at my evening sessions. I teach each piece to an entire class and then after 'tis learned in concert, I have them speak
separately.
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A couple of large swings were put up to-day. Swinging is all the
rage.: ..

Apr. 5, 1893 .
. You inquire concerning intermarriage of white and reds. It is
not very common, though it is practiced some. I don't think those
"German children" have a drop of Indian blood in their veins.
Our night watchman is a Mexican, though he is as dark as an Indian. He was introduced to me as an Indian. In fact he was enrolled as an Indian pupil and was clothed and fed until he got his
appointment, at government expense. I asked him, one night, to
what tribe he belonged. He said ''I'm no Indian!" That was news
to me. It is true, he is a Mexican. Well, he is engaged to Miss Jahn,
so the rumor runs. She is rather pretty, very fair, and thirty years
old. He is homely, very dark, and twenty-one years old. She is of
German decent and a Protestant. 'He is Mexican and a Catholic.
But it is them for it. I don't doubt that they love each other. But
that is not all that should be considered.. . .
Am all right with Mr. Cart, again. I asked for a conference last
Thursday night and we had a long talk. Weare on better terms
than ever before. He had been misinformed and afterward was
man enough to find out how the matter stood. No one was working
against me but some general criticisms were applied to my room
in particular. Mr. Cart expressed himself most favorable to me
and [was] pleased with my work. . . .

Apr. 11,1893.
'. For some time we have been thinking of taking a run down
to Alberqurque and our thoughts have just been realized. WeBackes, Eustace, and I,-sent for teachers' rates-Teachers in the
I[ndian]. S[ervice]. are given one fare rates upon applying for
them-and obtained a three days leave to take effect last Friday.
Left Santa Fe at 5: IS p.m. and arrived at Albq. at about 10
o'clock-train an hour late. Went to the European hotel. Henry
Clay, who had come along, put up with Eustace and Backes and I
took a room to-gether. They went to their room and we walked
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around the streets a while. The business part of the city surprised
me much-fine buildings, good streets-not paved, howevermodern improvements, arc lights, water and gas works, street
railways,-in fact, a modern city.. . .
After breakfast we called on a future millionaire and hired a
surry and team for a drive about town. Carriage hire and Sandia
Mountains are the highest things at Alberquerque, and the mountains are not in the city. Even if they were, they would probably
look crestfallen when compared with the prosperous liverymen's
fees of the N. Mex. metropolis. . . .
The institution for the instruction of Homones primates, var.
Americanae, located at Alberquerque is in a very prosperous condition. Organized several years ago, established on a solid basis by
its surprising results, and fostered by a sort of local pride and a
peculiar good fortune in securing appropriations, it has grown
wonderfully; and the results of the work there done are among the
most civilizing tendencies ever brought to bear upon a savage
race. Boys and girls, who, when first brought into the school, were
not only ignorant of the simplest principles of English, but had
lived in "tepees" or-almost as bad-pueblos and were used to the
ways of the blanket Indian, have learned to speak, and read, and
write a language of civilized men-in fact, have secured a moderate common school education. While securing that education,
they have made advancement in the industries that should do
credit to any set of young persons. And coming along with this, is
the desire for civilized society, the love of the white man's ways.
They, like a man converted from sin, do not want to return to their
former habits.
Now it is true that most of the Indian pupils on returning to their
homes have, sometimes voluntarily, more frequently under compulsion, returned to their former way of living. The same feeling
against "putting on airs" or being "tony" -usually imagined-is
found among the Indians as exists among their superior brethren.
An educated boy or girl in a community of ignorant reds must be a
truly courageous soul to succeed in taking the stand he has been
taught to take by the white man against the customs of his race.
But in the last few years so many more pupils have gone through
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the schools that their influence in the tribes is beginning to tell.
And the capacity of the schools is increasing-more wonderful
results are to follow.
The pupils who remain throughout the course and graduate
usually do not return to their homes. They stay in the school or
find employment elsewhere.
The Albrqrq. school has a much larger capacity than oilrs and
about 70 more pupils than we have. They do more advanced
work, but I don't think any better work, than is done in our school
room. Some of their industrial departments are far ahead of ours.
Their Chicago exhibiF includes some very find work-neat, beautiful designs, well executed.. . .

.Apr. 19, 1893.
The Indian is a very prolific subject for correspondence. I
write something about them in most of my letters. I have recently
thought that the "Indian problem" may be solved by algebra. In
fact, it must be solved by "elimination," and the Indian is the
"factor" to be "eliminated." But how shall Mr.. Lo! be
eliminated?-that is really the question that is being studied most
earnestly. Theories are numerous, but I think most of the "short
cuts" will fail to give the "answer"-civilization. It looks to me as
if this step is not a short one and tha tit can be done only by
"substitution." W hen the answer to this problem has been realized
and the Indian has become civilized, the Indian as a race will have
passed away.
But I don't care to give a dissertation on the Red Man so we will
let him rest while he is "passing away.". . .

Apr. 26, 1893 .
. We close here on June 30. OnJune 30th my time of probation
expires. Probably before that time a reappointment or notice of
dismissal will be sent. I am the only person in the school who has
taken the civil service examination.
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Some of the employes are getting alarmed for fear that Mr. Cart
will go soon-before July. Mr. Roberts said that charges have been
preferred against Cart. If an investigation is made, it is likely that
there will be a vacancy in the superintendency. Mrs. Cart . . . is
virtually superintendent. If she did not go so much by jerks, she
would be energetic.. . .

May 3, 1893 .
. Our World's Fair exhibit was sent to Chicago last Saturday.
The greater part of it is industrial work. Edward Ladd prepared a
pair of shoes. I asked Backes how much of the work Edw. really
did. He said that Edward handed him the leather and he "finished" the shoes. Henry Clay made some fancy shelves, and other
carpenter boys prepared small articles. Mrs. McClure had her
girls prepare a good deal of sewing, patching, darning, and some
fancy work. The school work was sent from Mrs. Culbertson's
room save a few drawings from Mrs. Robertson's. My room and
the primary are not represented. No pupils nor employes will be
sent from this place. Of course the exhibit sent from our school
will not compare well with that of older schools, except by allowing for time pupils have been in school. Considering time of attendance our work will make a good showing.
Mr. Cart announced at dinner a few days ago that he will soon
be able to tell how the positions for next year will stand. The appropriation for next year is $26,250-this year it was $34,000. He
intends to drop about four employes. No one feels entirely certain.
After that is done Mr. Cart is liable to go, too.
Mrs. Robertson is trying to get Mrs. Culbertson's place. Such
scrambling and jealousy is really disgusting. And while Mrs. R. is
so working against Mrs. C., Mrs. C. is doing many personal favors
for Mrs. R. Mrs. Robertson is always sick about one day in seven
and she is sure to take that one day during the school week. At
such times Mrs. C. takes the extra burden of Mrs. R's pupils. She is
a good old lady, notwithstanding her scolding. Neither one of
them is qualified for the position. Indeed, I never saw a more
jealous set of people than the employes of this school.. . .
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May 10, 1893 .
. "Button" Thomas is a large Jicarille boy(?) who came here
soon after I did. I've mentioned him before to you. He is married,
and 25 yrs. old. I was talking to him a few days ago about his
work (blacksmithing) at home. The conversation becoming more
familiar, I asked him what his wife's name is. He became grave
and seemed to be studying: I repeated my question in a different
form. He knit his eyebrows and thought so hard that he got out of
the road without knowing it. After walking on for fifty yards or
more, he found her name, Sifte. He would not have done for the
hero of Longfellow's Indian poem; would he? That is the way with
the married boys at school-they lose all regard for their wives
and if the[y] remain long in school they do not return to them. I'm
referring to the Carlyle students.-We have but few married boys.
I think it a poor policy to take married pupils into school. It is the
younger ones that we can do most good.. . .
. . . This is what I'm thinking of for next year: a paying place in
the Service or public school work. I would like a principal's place
in an Indian school and I could do much good in such a place. I
will not accept a subordinate place for the year, but I promised
Mr. Cart to remain here until the first of August. I like public
school work much better than teaching Indians, but it does not
pay enough, and ones expenses are so great a part of his salary. . . .

May 17, 1893 .
. . . I am just returned from our Wednesday evening session.
While the idea of working at night is not an inviting one, I enjoy
the evening sessions considerable. We do a little of everything at
these evening sessions. My pupils have learned several declamations. We have many different language exercises. In a sort of an
"animal exercise", a little Mexican boy said "An Indian is an
animal," and an Indian boy was ready with, "A Mexican is an
animal." I told them that all kinds of people were animals, and
hastened on to "beasts, birds, and fishes." ~ . .
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June 7, 1893 .
. An inspector called the employes together this p. ill. and a
very disgusting quarrel ensued. Miss Manners and I are not in it.
But we will have to be present tomorrow during an investigation.
If things turn out as I wish them, I will soon be out of the service
and into more pleasant work.. . .
I have fifty four days to serve out here. That seems a long, long
time. . . .
Will would not at first consider our children's faces expressive.
But they are in their own way. Their expression is not instantaneous as that of white children, and some of them seem really stolid
to a stranger. But they are expressive when they understand and
are understood. Really I can't tell you how I have learned to love
these children. White pupils never held a warmer place in my
heart than these little red children. And now that I think of it, the
large "Los!", too.
Yau want to know about the S. S. lessons. I read the lessons on
Friday nights and talk about them. I have no class on Sunday. Occasionally I fill a vacancy on the Sabbath. These odd lessons are
the most enjoyable S. S. work I've ever done. I taught "The Excellent Woman" in Miss Jann's place. I had them count the girls in
the class-8 little girls, the boys-24 little boys. These girls are
growing up and will be women. "How do you think Bertha will
look when she becomes a woman?" "and Juanita?" ["]What kind
of women do you think I would like to have them all be? Good
women? Yes; now tell me how eight little girls may become eight
good women." I had to tell them by being good girls.- Then the
24 boys. Then we spoke of some things that-good women did.
Some bad things that boys and girls should not do. Some good
things they should do. None of us heard the bell ring and a boy
was sent down for us ten minutes after bell. Mr. Cart was in the
room during the most interesting part of the lesson, and he asked
the same questions and said the same things before the school that
I placed before my class, and he is not in the habit of reviewing. I
do not do well with a regular class in S. S. . . .
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June 14, 1893 .
. Our disciplinarian, Mr. Robertson, is taking his vacation. His
place is filled by three of the employes. Backes attends to his work
in the morning, Bischoff at noon, and I am the last third of that
employe. At present the boys are washing for supper and they do
not need so very much urging in the evening for the water is not
cold, nor is the air. They wash quite well at noon and in the evening. In the morning they wet their eyes and noses and almost
down to the chin and then, seizing a towel, they rub the streaks off
their faces. And this is the time that tests the disciplinarian, for if
he does not see the boy's face before towel has been applied, it is
difficult to decide if he (the boy) has washed. They get out of it
when they can in the morning. At other times they do not object to
water. As for bathing, they are alway eager to bathe. Every Saturday morning every mothers son takes a bath and changes his
clothing and if his hair is not very short it is then clipped. Mr. Cart
does not issue soap for the wash rooms and a result is almost scaly
hands. . . .
Mr. Cart seems to have come out after the inspection in good
order. His enemies here could not make a single charge that the
agent would accept. They had many personal charges and grievances but the government does not settle petty personal quarrels.

June 21,1893 .
. Our last day exercises will be given on Thursday, June 29. So
many of the pupils go home on the last day that we can not leave it
until Friday. . . . _
They [the pupils] have seyeral concert declamations that they
speak fairly well. But as for speaking singly, I don't think they will
do much. Miss Manners and my rooms have been meeting in joint
session for the last half of the hour on Monday and Wed. evenings.
She says her pupils speak much better in her room and I am sure
mine do better when they have no company. Did you imagine the
Indian children so timid? Well they are very shy in the presence of
strangers or any unfamiliar surroundings.
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Minnie, I am heartily sick of the warfare among the employes of
this school. It grows more unpleasant all the time. Some of the
people will talk of nothing else. Miss Manners, Backes, and I have
kept clear of it. The inspector complimented us for having done so.
Yet the two parties, each suspects us of favoring the other side. As
their quarrels are of an entirely personal nature and both sides are
some to blame, it puts us in a peculiarly unpleasant position. You
see this talk is so much in the air that I have written of it before
now and am again guilty of such gossiping.
The pupils live in harmony save occasionally a little spat that
lasts not much longer than its actually hostile period. There is little prejudice among the pupils of different tribes. Prudencia told
me that she is "glad in her heart to-night." She had no particular
reason for being glad but she is just happy. It is natural for
"Prudy" to be happy. She is ever pleasant, and in good spirits. If
she were a white girl she would be saucy, and perhaps a coquette;
but as she is, she is a cheerful, and affectionate girl, true to her impulses of right and wrong. She looks upon everything in a sort of a
pleasant, yet earnest way and does not believe in the least in "making foolishness." . . .

June 29, 1893.
. . . There is a band of Apaches here. . . .
Our "last day" exercises are to be given this p.m. To-morrow we
may have school. Can't find out for certain. It may depend upon
how determined these Apaches are to have their children. Last
year they took some of them away before the close of school. These
are a disgusting set. Large, lazy, dirty, ignorant. . . .

July 2, 1893 .
. We have been so busy "closing up." As you know school was
out last Thursday and by Thursday evening it looked as if we
would be overrun with red men. There were Indians large, and Indians small, Indians short and Indians tall-but most of them were
small and short-Indians who wore English clothes and Indians in
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the cumbrous, uncomfortable, careless, yet picturesque garb of
the native red man. Some dirty, painted, disgusting; others
cleaner, but possessing a certain oder and manner of reservation
life. They had been ariving all week. There were fathers and
mothers of our pupils, uncles and a few aunts and other relatives
and guardians of the pupils. They had come for the children.
About twenty were in Garfield's band. This is the elite of the
Jicarille (Hick a re a) Apaches. They were the first band to come,
and they are the largest, strongest-looking men who came. They
were gay with trinkets and paint. Had good horses and arms. Garfield's wife (I don't know ,her name) had the nicest horse in the
drove and she and the govenor dressed best of all. But "that divinity that doth hedge about a king" (oh, ye gods!) was entirely absent
so far as I could see. "Garfield's wife" would sprawl about on the
floor, eat off the same stick of candy as her husband, smoke
cigarettes, and numerous other undignified things. I helped
Govenor Garfield onto a bicycle one evening and held it until he
got started. Of course he came down. He said, "No bueno." And
after that they left the wheels alone.
Elates band came in later. 8 They are the vagrants of the JicarilIes from the same place, Dulce, N. M. Ten or twelve of them.
Then the pueblos. By Friday morning there were more than fifty
Indians here for their children. Mr. Cart was decided not to let
some of the children return home for their parents took them out
last vacation and would not bring them back and some were not
returned until in December.
Garfield's band was most determined. We had a council during
Friday morning and Mr. Cart told Garfield that their children
might go if each man would sign an agreement to return his
children by the 12th of Aug. They did it and left that morning.
Most of the Pueblos left during the day and the other Jicarilles
were not given their children for they had broken so many promises and were even then off of their reservation without passes to
the school. They were quite determined to have the children, but
finally consented to return home without them. Mr. Cart warned
some of us to look out for trouble but there was none. I did
not think there was any danger. Backes was quite alarmed-he
thought they would get to drinking and then come back for their
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boys. Some one has been on guard ever since Friday. The only concern that I feel is that some of the boys may try to run away and
join their folks in the mountains. . . .
Mr. Cart resigned his place some days ago and if the resignation
is accepted he will not stay longer than the first of August. . . .

July 6, 1893.
I am in the office waiting for Mr. Cart. Weare invoicing this
week and everyone is busy. When Mr. C. comes in I am to go with
him to invoice goods ina storeroom. . . .
Things have assumed a queer condition here. The sup't may
plan and employes may gossip but the powers that be at Washington may change and cut and dispose of as they choose and so the
matter must rest. There will be several changes here during the
summer. . . .

July 25,1893.
1 have been promoted to the principalship of the school at
this place and the salary of the position increased to nine hundred
dollars. . . .

July 29, 1893.
. Our last quarters salary has not yet appeared. Everything in
the Ind. service is bound in red tape and extremely slow in making
tl1e rounds. We are expecting our money at any time. If it does not
come some time next month I can not get off to take my vacation.

Aug. 27,1893.
. . . Oh, I met with such a surprise and dissapointment. Our
school is to be disbanded as a training school and a normal school
for training Indians as teachers is to be organized and conducted
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at this place. The employes, save those under Civil Service Law,
and the Ind'l Teacher, are dismissed. Mrs. C was transferred to
Phoenix; Miss Manners was whirled through Kansas and down
into the Territory; while I was informed that I might take up my
abode among the degraded Indians in the desert region of Ft.
Yuma, A. T., and that I might expect as renumeration the sum of
six hundred dollars for each year that I remained in exile.
I don't know what I can do, Minnie. The news almost knocked
me down and I was very much discouraged last night. And it looks
dark yet. There may be a way out but I can't see it. . . .

Aug. 28, 1893.
To-morrow morning at 7:30 I bid good-bye to the Indian service
and start for the scene of former days, Grea[t] Bend. . . .
This is the greatest muddle that I've been into. The employes are
willing to take anything, anywhere. Yet I am not willing to go to
Ft. Mojave (I think I wrote you "Ft. Yuma" but that was a
mistake-I had been misinformed.) You know it is in the Mojave
desert. I am not ready to be mumified nor do I wish to go into exile
any more than I have already done. . . .

LETTER OF WILLIAM FORREST HOWARD
TO LUCY HOWARD
June 17, 1893.
I am out of white man's paper but I will use this Indians' paper
(It is the sort that is furnished the pupils for letter writing.) in
answering your recent letter. . . . My correspondence has for the
last six months been larger than ever before. So many of my
friends are glad they have a friend in the Indian service and they
would like to make a few inquiries from one who is able to give a
fair opinion.. . . I have not advised anyone to take the [Civil Service] examination nor to accept a position for, though it pays well,
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there is considerable unpleasant work to do. Some persons would
like it and others would not stay. . . .
I will tell you what I know about the different kinds of schools
and how positions are obtained. In this district there are reservation schools, pueblos schools, and bonded schools. The reservation
schools are in the principal town of each reservation-one to three
teachers are employed, principal getting from $1000 to $1200 per
annum. In these towns there are a few white people and some
stores and traders. The under teachers get from $50 to $75 a
month all the year. The pueblos schools are in the pueblos and are
much the same as district or village schools. If a teacher can raise
the number of young "los" to 35 he is given an assistant and his
salary is raised. The lowest salary paid a pueblo teacher is $80 a
month for ten months of the year. The work is not desirable unless
one has a true missionary spirit or wishes to study the natives for
he must live right in the midst of the dirt of the blanket Indians.
Yet there are many beautiful and accomplished young ladies to be
found teaching in the pueblos. Ladies are preferred for the pueblo
work.
The bonded schools are usually industrial boarding schools.
Such is ours. These positions pay from six to twelve hundred
dollars. Only the children are here. They are clothed well, kept
clean, and are not in the least repulsive as are so many of the
"blanket Indians." There are now 27 employes here and we are
but two miles from Santa Fe, so we f~el as if we were still in the
world.
Miss Manners likes the work. I do not. If one makes any intellectual progress in the service, he must do it alone or almost so, and
without encouragement from other employes. . . .

NOTES
1. Minnie E. Cart, wife of the superintendent of the Dawes Institute, Samuel
M. Cart. All persons mentioned in the letters, unless otherwise identified, were
staff members of the Institute.
2. Eustace Esapoyet, who had attended the Carlisle Indian School in Pennsylvania.
3. A Negro pupil with whom Minnie Hayden was having problems.
4. Minnie Hayden's sister.
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S. Minnie Hayden's brother.
6. Civil service regulations were applied to certain positions in the Indian Service for the first time in 1892.
7. Their exhibit for the Chicago World's Fair of 1893.
8. Garfield and Elote were leaders of Apache bands.

NEWS NOTES
Two changes have occurred recently in the staff of the REVIEW.
Glenn Schwegmann, who served several years as editorial assistant and
assistant editor, has completed his stint on the journal. The new assistant
editor is Cheryl J. Foote, a history doctoral student at UNM and a former
staff member of the New Mexico Law Review and the Natural Resources
Journal. Also joining the NMHR as editorial assistant is Annabelle Oczon, an undergraduate at UNM who won one of the Calvin Horn
Scholarships in 1978. We shall miss the devoted labor of Glenn, but
Cheryl and Annabelle are already taking up the slack with their good
work.
Two well-known historians of New Mexico, John Kessell and Marc
Simmons, have been named Guggenheim fellows to pursue their research projects on the Spanish period of southwestern history. In addition, the American Association of State and Local History has conferred
upon Kessell an Award of Merit for his publications on Borderlands
history.

AROUND THE STATE
The Museum of New Mexico's History Bureau opened a show of
Spanish Colonial Iron work in December 1980 at the Palace of the
Governors in Santa Fe.
The Roosevelt County Historical and Genealogical Society has been
tape recording reminiscences of early Roosevelt County pioneers and
compiling biographical data on the mayors of Portales. Each summer
the society hosts a genealogical workshop for beginners. Lawrence L.
Little is president of the society.
"Our Territorial Roots 1846-1912" is the theme of Colfax County's
Friends of Raton Anthropology effort to compile family genealogical
records, including cemetery records, marriage records, and census rolls.
All of this material is filed at the Arthur Johnson Memorial Library in
Raton.
The Sierra County Historical Society operates the Geronimo Springs
Museum in Truth or Consequences, where free programs are presented
twice monthly from October to April. Two recent publications of the
society include the Geronimo Springs Guide and The Sierra County
History Book. Carolyn Elkins is manager of the Geronimo Springs
Museum.

FRACTIONS OF JUSTICE:
A LEGAL AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF THE
LAS TRAMPAS LAND GRANT, NEW MEXICO
WILLIAM deBUYS

SHARP DEALING IN LAND AND LAW was a time-honored practice in

New Mexico when the United States took control in 1846. It was
so commonplace that the first surveyor general of the territory
began his tenure with fear lest the shady dealings of the Mexicans
corrupt the moral Americans who came to the new land to seek
their fortunes.) He need not have worried. Immigrant Anglos,
quite on their own initiative, soon compiled a record of unscrupulousness beside which even the worst swindles of New Mexico's
Spanish and Mexican past seemed pale and timid. By exploiting
the discordances between Spanish and American codes of law,
Anglo speculators, often with the assistance of native New Mexican rieos and politicos, managed to buy up many tens of
thousands of acres of valuable land grants at little cost. Their success, which stripped most of the territory's Hispanic villagers of
their patrimony and their chief source of wealth, yielded a legacy
of bitterness and anger from which New Mexico continues to suffer to the present day.2
This paper will explore the roots of that legacy by reconstructing the experience of the people of a small northern New Mexico
village during the time when the land grant on which they lived
was being acquired by Anglo speculators. Their grant was the
28,OOO-acre Las Trampas Grant, located on the west slope of the
Sangre de Cristo Mountains about halfway between Santa Fe and
Taos, and their village was the village of El Valle, a small farming
and ranching community typical of the area. Although local conditions shaped the events that took place in El Valle, they also bore
0028-6206/8110100-0071 $2.70/0
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the stamp of trends and conflicts common to virtually every Hispanic community of the day. They were at once perverse, humorous, and tragic, and the aim here in setting them down is to underscore the human costs that they entailed.
The community land grant of Santo Tomas Apostol del Rio de
las Trampas was formed in 1751 partly by a donation of "land
from the aging Indian fighter Sebastian Martin and partly by a
royal grant issued through· the authority of Tomas Velez
Cachupin, governor of New Mexico. 3 The lucky grantees included
a dozen' heads of families, several of whom were related by blood
or marriage to the group's vigorous sixty-year-old leader Juan de
Arguello. They were recipients of Velez's generosity not because of
any special merit but because the governor had need of hardyand some would say, suicidal-pioneers. At that time Comanches
from the eastern plains were raiding the colony with impunity.
The lands of the Las Trampas Grant lay in the mountains overlooking the populous Rio Grande valley, and Governor Velez
hoped that by settling them, the "benefit will result that the hostile
Indians will not travel over them. . . to despoil the interior settlements."4 By establishing the village of Las Trampas as a kind of
forward redoubt against the Comanches, Velez intended also to
reduce the overcrowding that afflicted Santa Fe. He noted that in
the capital, "there is not land or water sufficient for their support,
neither have they any other occupation, trades, or means of traffic, excepting agriculture and the raising of stock."5
Las Trampas means the traps, and as Arguello and his followers
prepared to depart Santa Fe, they must have been keenly aware
that their future home might eventually be a trap for them. They
were bound for a cold mountain wilderness where they would
have to defend themselves with lances, bows, and arrows against
Comanches who had acquired matchlock firearms from French
traders and their Indian allies on the Plains. 6 The Spanish settlers,
however, could expect no help from their government; its military
resources were barely adequate to protect the capital itself. Nonetheless, the pobladores set forth, possessing little but their energy,
determination, and hunger for land. They were simple, unlettered
folk, a mixture principally of Spanish and Mexican Indian stock,
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and like their neighbors in the lower-class Barrio de Analco on the
south side of the Santa Fe River, they had always been poor. 7
Against all odds, the frontier community of Las Trampas survived and even prospered. Like their neighbors in other mountain
villages like Las Truchas and Chimayo, the Tramperos built their
houses connected one to another around a plaza in order to form a
fort with space in the open interior to keep their livestock during
times of danger. 8 The main bulwark of their compound was the
magnificent adobe church which they began constructing in 1766
and had nearly finished ten years later, with their redoubtable
patriarch Juan de Arguello, now eighty-five, still leading them.
According to one scholarly admirer of the church, San Jose de
Gracia de las Trampas remains today "the most perfectly preserved Spanish Colonial church in the United States."9
Following Juan Bautista de Anza's defeat of the Comanche chief
Cuerno Verde in ·1778, an alliance gradually evolved between the
Spanish and Comanches whereby they ceased fighting each other
and joined efforts toward exterminating the southern Apaches. 1o
During the ensuing period of relative peace the colony grew
dramatically, and settlers from Las Trampas crossed the mountains and helped to build the first settlements in the Mora valley. I I
They also expanded within the confines of the Las Trampas Grant
to occupy all of the available arable land within it and to establish
the new villages of Ojo Sarco, Chamisal, Llano, and eventually, EI
Valle. 12 Because the likelihood of Indian attack was no longer very
great, the houses of these new settlements were not grouped closely
together but were scattered along the edges of the cultivated fields
so that each family might better guard its crops from livestock and
theft. 13
In every village on the Las Trampas Grant, as on every community land grant, farmland was apportioned among the original
settlers in roughly equal amounts, each head of household receiving a certain amount of river frontage. From the river his property
extended in a strip of even width across the irrigable bottomland
and up through the dry hills, where the houses and barns were
built, and on to the top of the ridges that defined the immediate
valley enclosure of the village. These strips of land, which become
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progressively narrower as they were divided among successive
generations, were acknowledged to be private property which
might be freely bought and sold. Title to them, being generally undocumented aside from the original instrument of the grant, resided mainly in the actuality of occupation and use, as recognized
by the community. 14
Beyond the ridges that enclosed the privately owned land of the
villages lay the land grant commons, the ejido. This was the land
that speculators eventually coveted and that the American courts
permitted them to buy and sell. Under Spanish law, however, the
ejido had no marketable title. Ultimately it remained the property
of the sovereign and only by royal decree could it be alienated
from the descendants of the grantees for whom it had been reserved. ls As will be seen in the following pages, a major cause for
the injustices associated with land grant speculation was the
failure of the U.S. government to fulfill the responsibilities of
sovereign ownership that it assumed under the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo.
The lands of the ejido were open to all people of all villages on
the grant to use as they saw fit. In the case of the Las Trampas
Grant, these lands ranged from the dense spruce and fir forests on\
the slopes of 12,200 ft. Trampas Peak, down through mid-altitude
stands of ponderosa pine interspersed with meadows, and finally
to the rough, semiarid hills of the pinon-juniper woodland. The
ruggedness and limited productivity of the mountain country created an ecological niche that the small villages of a community
land grant were well equipped to fill. Arable lands were few and
widely scattered. The best firewood lay at one elevation, the best
house timbers at another. The location of good grazing varied
with altitude and with season. Overall, there was not enough of
any single resource to support any group of people for long. In
order to eke out a living from their mountain home, the peo'ple of
the Las Trampas Grant had to make full use of all available
resources, and they had to cooperate with each other to do it. 16
Accordingly, the village irrigation ditches, which supplied
household as well as agricultural water and were essential to the
well-being of every member of the community, were communally
maintained and managed. So were the threshing floor, the church,
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and the graveyard. Like the warm season grazing lands of the
ejido, the winter feed of wheat and com stubble that remained in
the fields after harvesting was also considered to be communally
owned. In fact, it had to be community property since there were
no fences between individual plots. Only one fence existed in the
village, and it surrounded all the farmlands as a single unit. As
long as feed existed in the mountains, livestock were kept outside
the fence in the care of dogs and children, but once the snows
came, livestock were driven within the fence to graze wherever
they chose. Under this regime, a man who farmed much and
ranched little could not reserve the abundant stubble of his fields
for the improvement of his few stock. By the same token, however,
even a man who owned no farmland might still keep the stock he
needed-a horse, a milk cow, a few sheep and goats-to sustain his
family and remain a full member of the community.11
The living that the villagers scratched from the mountains gave
them subsistence and little more. Grains and beans were the main
crops among the villages of the grant, and such surplus as was produced was usually traded to villagers from lower elevations for
chile and fruit. Because of the isolation of the villages, cash
money, even after the turn of the century, was relatively rare. The
oldest people now living in the village of El Valle, for instance,
remember that in their youth the only kitchen items not locally
produced were matches, baking powder, coffee, and sugar. 18 In
those days village medicas using herbal teas and poultices were
the only source of medical help, and cast iron cookstoves had still
not replaced the old corner fireplace. Most families, lacking furniture and utensils, took their evening meal as their ancestors had,
sitting on the floor and using folds of tortilla to scoop their food
from a common pot. The old folks describe those days with pride.
At least in memory, the poverty they experienced was salubrious.
No one went hungry, and the entire community shared the pride
of self-sufficiency.
To be sure, the mountain villages were not Shangri-las. Every
dry spell during the growing season brought arguments about the
management of the ditch, many of them fanned by bitter, longstanding feuds. Witchcraft was blamed for every kind of ill, and
unpopular· villagers were sometimes cruelly ostracized. Even in
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the simple matter of sanitation the villagers were exceptionally
backward, not adopting the use of outhouses until the 1920s. 19 But
for all this, the villages had a self-sufficient vitality that instilled in
their people a rich, proud sense of rootedness and permanence.
Life on grants like the Las Trampas may have been somewhat
squalid around the edges, but it had a vigorous core. 20
The life of the old days, however, could not and did not last, and
there are four important factors involved in its demise. They are:
the steady increase of village populations, the inclusion of the
villages within the surrounding cash economy, the declining productivity of the land base, and the alienation of the land grant
commons. All of these factors are deeply interconnected, but the
most dramatic of the four, which is also the most susceptible of
analysis, is the last one.
Under the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, by which Mexico
ceded its northern territories to the United States, the U.S. pledged
to respect the property rights of all former Mexican citizens living
in its new possessions. Accordingly, it was obliged to respect the
titles of all valid Spanish and Mexican land grants. Separating
valid from invalid grants, however, proved to be a difficult task.
Acknowledging the need for settling questions of land tenure in
busy, gold-mad California, the U.S. Congress appointed a commission to rule on the validity of land grants there in 1851.
Although the commission's work was characterized by less than
perfect justice, it was accomplished with reasonable alacrity.21
New Mexico, with a far greater number and variety of land
grants, was not so fortunate. Congress did not provide for the confirmation of New Mexican grants until 1854 when it appointed
William Pelham the first surveyor general of the territory, and
even then, the provisions that it made were woefully inadequate.
In theory the process of validating title to a land grant was easy
and direct. The owner or owners of a grant would present proof of
their ownership to the surveyor general, who then would investigate the claim and recommend to Congress whether it should
be confirmed. Following congressional confirmation and the completion of a survey approved by the General Land Office, the president would issue a patent for the land to its owners, whose claim
to title would then be unassailably clear and perfect. Unfortu-
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nately the surveyor general, on whom felt the main burden of
hearing and evaluating land grant claims, was never adequately
equipped with either sufficient manpower or funding to accomplish this task. As a result, between 1854 and 1891, when the
Court of Private Land Claims was created to create order out of
the land grant mess, only 22 of the 212 claims recorded by the
surveyor general had been patented. This meant that for 37 years,
more than 35 million of New Mexico's best acres had languished
in legal limbo. 22
In spite of the obstacles, the Las T'rampas Grant got off to a
good start. Surveyor General Pelham investigated it in 1859 and
found it to be one of the best documented claims in New Mexico.
He recommended that Congress confirm the grant, and it was on
6 June 1860. 23 Still one problem remained, however, and the Civil
War and Reconstruction would long delay its resolution. As was
commonly the case in New Mexico, the boundaries of the grant
had been set forth in only the vaguest terms. Locating the eastern
boundary, which Velez had cryptically described as "the little
canyon of the Rito San Leonardo at the mountains,"24 proved
especially troublesome. Neither Deputy Surveyors Sawyer and
McBroom in 1876, nor William M. Tipton in 1884, nor Charles
Ratliff in 1887 managed to map the boundary to the satisfaction
of the chiefs of the General Land Office. Neither did it seem that
Clayton Coleman would succeed with his survey in 1891, but
after the correction of a few minor errors and a good deal of
bureaucratic hemming and hawing, Coleman's work was finally
approved in 1893. 25
From the rough rectangle two and a half leagues on a side
evoked by the instructions of Velez in 1751, the grant had
metamorphosed into an irregularly shaped pentagon in which the
American government counted 28,131 and % acres. It is doubtful,
however, that this transformation mattered very much to the fifteen hundred or so inhabitants of the grant. For them life was a
slow-going, pastoral experience, and the business of measuring the
land must have seemed a strange and amusing form of lunacy.
Unfortunately one of the many inheritors of the grant was less
than peacefully reconciled to the state of his estate. He was David
Martinez, Jr., who lived not on the grant but near it in the town of
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Velarde, and he was chronically in debt. In 1891 he had borrowed
$1000 (a rather considerable sum in those days) from the First National Bank of Santa Fe. The loan had been arranged for three
months, but Martinez defaulted. By September -of 1892 he had
paid back only $30.46 of the principle, and although he was a
man of good reputation (the bank had made the loan without collateral), he could see that he was in trouble and that his trouble
was deepening at an annual rate of 12 percent. 26
Martinez may have conceived the idea himself, or he may have
acted on the advice of a lawyer, but by November of 1892 he was
already exploring the possibility of suing for partition of the Las
Trampas Grant, in which he of all the descendants of the original
twelve grantees held the largest single interest. 27 The suit for partition was an Anglo contribution to land grant litigation. The idea
behind partition was that all land had title and could be conveyed
and that the commons of a land grant was simply the aggregate of
a large number of individual possessions. Therefore, if only one
out of ten thousand holders of a grant desired, he could sue the
other owners for his share of the commons, and if the physical separation of his fractional tract from all the others was impractical
(and it nearly always was), then the entire grant might be sold by
order of the, court in order to divide among the former owners of
the grant the cash equivalents of their shares. Under Spanish law
this warped interpretation of the essential character of a community land grant would have been unthinkable, but in New Mexico, legislation to inhibit it was not enacted until 1913. 28 By then
most of the territory's community land grants had already been
alienated from their original Hispanic owners through partitioning or some other means.
In Velarde, David Martinez hoped for a lucrative partition of
the Las Trampas Grant. He wrote to the surveyor general in Santa
Fe asking whether the recent survey by Clayton Coleman had
been approved and when he might expect delivery of the patent.
He had a long wait. Even after the survey was approved, officials
in Washington discovered that certain essential papers had been
mislaid and that settlement of the Las Trampas claim would be indefinitely delayed. 29 Martinez's financial situation meanwhile was
becoming more and more desperate. In the fall of 1899 First Na-
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tiona 1 took him to court over the matter of his defaulted promissory note and won a judgment against him for $1810.46. 30 That
same year he was also unable to pay his taxes in Rio Arriba
County, which amounted to slightly less than thirty dollars. 31
On 18 October 1900, Martinez switched on the machinery that
he hoped would convert his patrimony into dollars. In association
with four other descendants of the original grantees, he filed suit
for partition and division of the Las Trampas Grant, "and if partition cannot be made. . . ,then for a sale of said premises and for
a division of the proceeds thereof between the parties according to
their rights, and for all proper relief in law and in equity. "32 His
attorney in the case was Alonzo S. McMillen, a young lawyer from
Albuquerque, whose handling of the case over the next several
years would evidence more avarice than ability.
At first things moved along swiftly. The defendants in the suit,
who consisted of all of the descendants of the original grantees excepting Martinez and his cohorts, were summoned to court by
means of newspaper advertisements published in English. When
none of them appeared (because of those who could read, few read
English, and of these only a handful read newspapers, and none of
them the legal advertisements) the court judged that by their
absence, they had consented to the appointment of q referee "to
hear evidence and report same together with his findings of fact
and conclusions of law with all convenient speed. "33
The referee appointed was Ernest A. Johnson, who in April of
1901 opened hearings in the mountain villages of the grant. Essentially, Johnson's job was to determine who the inheritors of the
grant actually were and how great was the share of each in the
commons. His assistant throughout the hearings was Amado Chaves, who was a silent partner with McMillen in the latter's burgeoning interest in the grant. 34 Johnson was also responsible for
determining how much of the grant was commons and how much,
by reason of occupation and the making of improvements, had
become the private property of the settlers living on the grant. Incredibly, Johnson recorded that a mere 650 acres of the grant
belonged in the latter category.35 This preposterous figure, which
was not one tenth as great as it should have been, suggested that
fifteen hundred people found room in one square mile of ungener-
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ous mountain land to cultivate their hay, grain, and vegetables,
winter their livestock, and find room for their houses and barns.
The paucity of land credited to the settlers would bring ample
grief to future owners of the grant, but none of it, unfortunately,
would be visited on McMillen and his deserving crew.
Referee Johnson made a list of all the tenants of the grant, and
according to genealogical tables which he compiled, computed
the fractional share of each in the commons. This counting up of
blood linkages to the original grantees (the "purest" blood took
the most land) was a further insult to the integrity of the community land grant, for in the eyes of the villagers and in the tradition of
Spanish law, every member of the grant was the full equal of every
other. Nonetheless, for the American courts it was a routine procedure.
Johnson discovered from his forest of family trees that David
Martinez was the owner of 1187/6480 of the commons (strangely
he did not use percentages, but this unwieldy number works out to
18.3 percent) and that the shares of other owners ranged from as
little as 1/14000 to as much as 2,966,813,402/27,861,926,400
(l 0.6 percent)-this last mathematicfll nightmare representing the
, interest of Alonzo B. McMillen, who having gained a quitclaim
from Martinez for 1!4 of his share, was fast acquiring deeds to V3 or
1/4 interests in the shares of his other "clients."36
The absurd list of names and fractions was carried back to
Santa Fe, where Judge Daniel H. McMillan, sitting in for John R.
McFie, looked them over and speedily appointed a board of three
commissioners to effect a physical partition of the commons of the
Las Trampas Grant. The commissioners, Ireneo Chaves, Elias Brevoort, and Henry W. Easton, owed their selection to the fact that
none of them was connected with any party to the suit "either by
consanguinity or affinity."37 Apparently Judge McMillan was not
impressed by the fact that Ireneo was Amado Chaves's brother. 38
Such a fine point, however, hardly mattered; the conclusion of the
commissioners was forgone before they ever swore their oath of office.
It came as no surprise that on 20 September 1901, the three
commissioners returned to court and confessed that "owing to the
character of said lands and to the large number of owners (there
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being nearly 300) and to the fact that many of the interests are
very small," a physical partition of the grant was utterly impossible. 39 Judge McFie, who had resumed his duties, then confirmed
the report of the commissioners to be correct and proper and
decreed that since partition could not be made, the entire grant,
excepting an aggregate of 650 acres for settlements, "be sold at
public auction at the front door of the Court House in the City of
Santa Fe, New Mexico, to the highest and best bidder for cash."40
McFie appointed Ernest Johnson as "special master" to conduct
the sale, and accordingly advertisements ran for four consecutive
weeks in the Taos Cresset during January of 1902. As the day of
the sale drew near, the scent of riches stirred new activity among
the Santa Fe business community. Roman L. Baca and a number
of associates who included some of Santa Fe's most prominent
merchants, were creditors of Amado Chaves in the amount of
$13,690.66. Twenty-four hours before the opening of the sale, the
Baca group filed suit against Chaves, McMillen, and Johnson in
an attempt to attach a lien on Chaves's interest in the grant. 41
Although the sale went ahead as planned, the Baca suit would
soon enough have major consequences for everyone involved.
To the distinct pleasure of some of the participants, the sale was
not well attended. The only bid made was one of $5000 offered in
the name of H. F. Raynolds by Raynold's law partner, the ubiquitous Alonzo McMillen. 42 Special Master Johnson closed the sale,
drew up the appropriate papers, and the affair seemed to be racing toward its conclusion. Two days later Judge McFie convened a
post mortem hearing at which he confirmed the sale, ordered that
the cost of the Coleman survey and the fees of the commissioners, referee, and special master be paid, and generously set
McMillen's fee at 1/4 of the interests of all the owners of the grant
with whom McMillen had until then not managed to arrange a
contract. 43 In other words, several hundred people who had never
met nor hired McMillen were suddenly obliged to pay to him 1/4 of
the proceeds of something which they had never intended to sell.
Moreover, although in theory they were paying McMillen for his
service to them, his only service had been to himself in arranging
the sale of the grant at far less than its fair market value to a group
of investors of whom he himself was a member.
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It is alarming to note that up to this time, not one of the defendants in th~ case (that is, the owners of the grant, exclusive of Martinez and his four friends) had been represented in court. No motions had been filed and no documents signed in their behalf; indeed, they had no attorney. And yet their collective patrimony
had been sold out from under them at the pitiable price of 18 ¢ an
acre. Later events show, in fact, that the residents of the grant did
not know that these machinations were going on. They were being
roughly sheared and did not feel a thing.
Incredibly, the day was at least temporarily saved by the creditors of Amado Chaves, who fearing that they might not get their
money at so Iowa price, moved to have the sale declared null and
void. Their attorney, Alois B. Renehan, catalogued a dozen
reasons why the sale should not be allowed to stand, but chief
among them was his contention that before McMillen and Raynolds had purchased the grant, they had already contracted to
resell it for $1.50 an acre. 44 Renehan further alleged that Johnson
had been bribed to comply with the scheme and that therefore all
three were guilty of a conspiracy to defraud the owners of the
grant. Judge McFie must have found some substance in Renehan's
objections, for on 2 May 1902, he cancelled the sale to Raynolds
and ordered that a new one be held (with Johnson stilI as special
master).45
David Martinez must have been relieved. If the sale had gone
through, nearly 1/4 of the $5000 would have been paid out for
survey and court costs; another thousand would have been subtracted for back taxes, and of the remainder Martinez would have
been lucky to net $380,46 which was not nearly enough to rescue
him from indebtedness. And his situation was growing more and
more desperate. As 1902 progressed, Rio Arriba County served
notice that it would seize a 100-acre tract belonging to Martinez
(probably his home in Velarde) for nonpayment of taxeS. 47 Worse,
the First National Bank of Santa Fe, still pursuing payment of the
1891 promissory note, had filed to obtain a lien on Martinez's interest in the grant. Martinez fought back through a succession of
seven separate legal actions (while his legal costs soared), but all
his efforts were in vain. In February1903 Judge McFie named the
bank a successor in interest to Martinez up to the amount of
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$ 1810.46. 48 Suddenly Martinez, who had initiated the long and
complex process of partition, found himself one of its less essential
actors. His position became all the more ironic when the patent
for the grant, bearing the signature of President Theodore
Roosevelt, was finally delivered only a few days prior to the bank's
victory.
With the problem of Martinez's indebtedness out of the way, the
path was clear for a second auction of the grant. The event was set
for 10:00 a.m., 7 February 1903, at the front door of the Santa Fe
Court House. On that morning Martinez came early and pleaded
with Johnson to stop the sale. He said that he would not let go of
his share of the grant for anything less than a dollar an acre.
Claiming that he knew of buyers who would meet that price, he insisted that the sale be postponed a few days more. Johnson, however, proceeded with the auction. 49
The highest bidder that day was Frank Bond, an Espanola sheep
dealer and merchant, who purchased the grant for $17,012, or
about 60¢ an acre. 50 Out of that amount at least $2500 went for
taxes and official costs, and $4280 was consumed by McMillen's
fee. After First National collected its money, David Martinez
stood to receive about $200, with which he might have paid his
taxes and lawyers and barely had enough left over to drown his
sorrows in a cantina. As for the other three hundred or so inheritors of the grant, their shares should have been distributed
from the remaining $8200 by their unhired attorney Alonzo
McMillen. The average share which they received, if McMillen
did not pocket the money, was about $25, which was not half
enough to buy a set of harness at Frank Bond's store.
The completed sale marked the beginning of a fresh chapter in
the history of the Las Trampas Grant, and several years passed
before the subsistence farmers of the mountain villages began to
realize what had happened to them. The new owner of the grant,
Frank Bond, was one of the leading entrepreneurs of northern
New Mexico. In 1883, as a recent immigrant from Canada, he had
settled in Espanola, New Mexico, which only a few years earlier
the tracks of the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad had
joined to Colorado and the rest of the world. Along with his
brother George, Frank Bond foresaw a lucrative connection be-
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tween rails and sheep, and within a short time the brothers' retailing and wool growing operation had spread over northern New
Mexico and well into Colorado. As their incomes swelled, they
speculated increasingly in land grants and logging, and the Las
Trampas Grant, which Frank rated as "undoubtedly. . . the best
timbered grant in this section of country,"51 was a prized addition
to their holdings. Still, they had no wish to keep it merely for the
sake of ownership.
A few weeks after the court house auction, they tentatively offered to sell the grant for $1.50 an acre, but almost immediately
Frank had second thoughts; he thought there might be a way to
get more. Following conversations with a business associate
named Middlecoff, Frank wrote to his brother describing a new
plan for capitalizing on the grant:
My idea is this: that we will not offer it to anybody until we
offer it to the U.S. the same as Middlecoff suggested. If you
will look at a map of N.M. which shows the grants, you will
note that the Trampas Grant cuts into the Pecos Forest
Reserve. I think on account of its location, being at the head
waters of several streams, and also being joined onto the
Reserve, that we could trade it to them for Scrip, provided
that we can work with the right kind of people. Middlecoff
stated that it would take money to make the sale. He mentioned that these officials would have to [be] approached, in
such a manner that they would know it would be to their personal advantage to make the deal. 52
Scrip was widely used by the government in place of cash in land
transactions. Scrip issued in exchange for land in New Mexico
might be redeemed for acreage elsewhere in the public domainoften at a sizeable profit, as Bond learned from Senator T. B.
Catron's son Charles:
Young Catron informed me on the train about three wekks
[sic] ago, that his father sold the U.S. part of the Gabaldon
Grant (which is on the head waters of the Santa Fe River near
Santa Fe). This also' cut into the Pecos Reserve. They only
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traded them 2,000 acres. He took this scrip and went up into
Washington Territory and locate [sic] some of those fine
timber lands there. He claims that he could sell this timberland in Washington Ter. at $40.00 per acre. Young Catron is
very' 'windy" and probably did not tell all the truth. 53
Frank Bond, the merchant, however, unlike the lawyer/politicians
of the Catron family, was somewhat at a loss as to whom to approach:
It might be that Catron would put us on to how to make this
trade with the Government, so that it would not be very expensive. This is well worth looking into. Whom do you think,
we could approach? There is Governor Otero and Rody, both
of whom are after all there is in it, but not very reliable people to do business with but we would not give up anything
until, we had our Scrip, or until we sold it. 54

Bond wrote to the commissioner of the General Land Office in
Washington in April of 1903 suggesting the trade,55 but possibly
because he never found "the right kind of people" to work with,
his efforts came to nothing. Apparently the government was uninterested.
But finally in 1907 a group of four Albuquerque businessmen
became sufficiently attracted to the grant to incorporate themselves as the Las Trampas Lumber Company and to make a down
payment on it of $16,000 (the final purchase price remains
unknown).56 Almost immediately, however, they found to their
great dismay that the title to their new possession was not secure.
Inhabitants of the grant had at last learned, probably through
employees of the lumber company, that they no longer were the
owners of the mountains and hills where they grazed their flocks.
They further learned that some of them no longer even owned the
houses they lived in. The situation was particularly bad in the
village of El Valle, where Ernest Johnson (who now was working
for Frank Bond as a traveling field representative and troubleshooter)57 had excerpted only fifty acres from the surrounding
commons. In actual fact, the privately owned land of the village
sprawled over 1500 acres. Almost all of it had been sold!
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Juan B. Ortega of El Valle resolved to resist the new state of affairs. Besides being a farmer and rancher, Ortega also occasionally functioned as a "lawyer" in minor cases brought before local
justices of the peace, and doubtless his reputation as a man familiar with legal issues stood him in good stead as he recruited other
elders of the village to join him in opposition to the lumber company. At dawn one morning in 1908 he and his group climbed
together into a single wagon and embarked on the long fifty-mile
journey to Santa Fe. 58 Once there, they set about to find a lawyer
to represent them, and the man they finally decided to hire was
none other than Charles C. Catron, the "windy" son of the
greatest land grant speculator of them all.
Probably it was Catron who informed O. N. Marron, the attorney for the lumber company (and also one of its partners), that the
villagers were determined to resist the company's claim to ownership of portions of the grant. Marron responded by quickly firing
off a pair of suits. One was an action to quiet title directed against
Ortega, his group, and anyone else who might contest the company's claim to the grant. (A quiet title suit is a legal action designed to settle definitively the ownership of a piece of real estate.)
Marron's other suit called upon Frank Bond to fulfill his duties as
warrantor of the company's deed to the grant. Frank Bond then
turned to his lawyer, a man well acquainted with the background
of the case, Alois B. Renehan.
Not much happened in either of the suits for quite a while, possibly because the settlers had no money with which to pay
Catron-and now no land either. But finally in 1911 the villagers,
through Catron, formally stated their case. 59 Later events would
show that most of the villagers who were aware of the suit thought
that it involved a defense of their ownership of the commons.
Possibly not even Ortega fully understood that their claim was
much more limited and that all that they, through Catron, were
alleging was that private lands had been swept up in the process of
partition and unlawfully taken from them. As anyone could see
who visited the grant, which C. C. Catron did, their cause was
just. Nevertheless, the wheels of law turned slowly.
Part of that slowness resulted from the wrangling between the
company and Bond. The two did not reach an agreement on how

deBUYS: LAS TRAMPAS GRANT

89

to handle their mutual problem until May 1913 when Bond
agreed to pay $57,648.78 for half the stock of the company (versus a paper value of $75,000) and assumed full responsibility for
solving the muddle of the title. 60 Then Bond and Renehan
promptly hired a civil engineer to map the exact dimensions of the
cultivated and inhabited tracts on the grant, and Renehan and
Catron worked out an agreement. What they concluded was this:
the descendants of the original grantees-every one of them-"for
$1.00 in hand and other valuable consideration" would execute
quitclaims to their interests in the commons, and the company, for
its part, would abandon its claims to the private tracts. Further,
the company would respect the rights-of-way of irrigation ditches
that flowed through its land and would permit the villagers to
graze their livestock on the former commons and to harvest its
unmerchantable timber for fuelwood and domestic building
needs. 61
During the summer of 1913.the new survey was completed, and
it showed that 6,950 acres, and not the laughably inadequate 650,
should have been exempted from partition. 62 That same summer
Catron and Renehan went up to the grant to explain the agreement and secure the quitclaims. Their job was a difficult one, as it
required locating and talking with several hundred individuals
who had every reason to be reticent and suspicious, and after only
a few days Renehan tired of roughing it in the mountains and left
Catron to do the job. 63 Catron in turn relied on Juan B. Ortega, at
least in EI Valle, to guide him on his rounds through the village
and to help him to persuade the head of every household to sign
the obligatory quitclaim. 64
The suit dragged on for half a year more as the names of residents and claimants continued to trickle in, but finally in the
spring of 1914, with Catron's fee of $5500 having been split
equally between Bond and the rest of the Las Trampas Lumber
Company, the long legal battle came to an end. Bond immediately
put the grant up for sale for $160,000 (nearly a tenfold increase
over the purchase price of 1903)65 and began to advertise that the
grant had been conservatively estimated to possess eighty-five
million board feet of saw timber and one million ties. 66 In writing
to one of his partners, Bond gave some indication of his feelings for
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the Hispanic villagers and the antiquity of their settlements when
he mentioned that a prospective buyer might want to see "a map
of the Trampas grant showing what lands have been surrendered
to the squatters. "67
Although the grant attracted a few inquiries, it did not sell.
Reluctantly, the Las Trampas Lumber Company went into the
lumber business. 68 A sawmill was built in EI Valle and a shipping
station next to the railroad at Velarde, but the manufacture of ties,
poles, pilings, and boards never prospered. In 1926 the Las Trampas Lumber Company was obliged to declare bankruptcy.69 Later
that year its receiver accepted a three-party swap in which the
George E. Breece Lumber Company bought the grant for $62,320
and straight away traded it to the U.S. Forest Service for $75,000
worth of standing timber in the Zuni Mountains west of Grants,
N.M. 70 In this way, with no expenditure of government money, the
commons of the Las Trampas Grant came finally to belong to its
present owner, the Carson National Forest.
The partition and sale of the Las Trampas Land Grant had
proved to be a bitterly ironic affair. David Martinez, the eager
bungler who initiated the whole sorry business, emerged from it
nearly as debt-ridden as he had entered. His personal ambition
had cost his countrymen their greatest single source of wealth.
A. B. McMillen and Amado Chaves, on the other hand, substantially enriched by their shearing of the Tramperos, went on to
amass a still greater fortune by relieving the unlucky residents of
the Canon de San Diego Grant of their commons. 1I More than
Frank Bond or any other player in the drama, they managed to get
away from the Las Trampas Grant with their profits intact, and
they, least of all, deserved to do so.
The cruelest irony, however, was visited upon Juan Bautista
Ortega, who had struggled to win back the farms and homes that
had been auctioned along with the commons. For his efforts he
became known, not as the man who had rescued the village from
disaster, but as the traitor who sold away the grant. 72 Apparently
almost no one in the villages had realized that the commons had
been lost in 1903. According to the oldest men now alive in EI
Valle, the Las Trampas Grant was not sold until ten years later
when Ortega and Charles Catron went from house to house dis-

deBUYS: LAS TRAMPAS GRANT

91

pensing dollar bills for quitclaims. Ortega, some said, accepted
the full amount of the purchase price from Frank Bond (who was
well known to the villagers as a merchant), and then distributed
only a fraction of it, dollar by dollar, to the various heads of
families. Supposedly he kept the rest of the money for himself. 73 It
seems that virtually no one, not even the other men who traveled
with Ortega to consult with Catron in Santa Fe, understood fully
that their homes and farms, as well as the commons, had been unfairly conveyed to Bond in 1903.
The confusion about the grant was not the only problem besetting Juan Ortega and his neighbors. During the early years of the
century more and more men regularly left the villages of northern
New Mexico to earn cash wages as sheepherders, section hands,
and miners. The money and the ideas they brought back from
their employment caused a slow and quiet revolution in their
home communities. Suddenly their families could afford cast iron
cookstoves, more and better mail order clothes, John Deere farm
equipment, spring buggies, ,canned food-the possibilities were
endless. The money also enabled people to buy barbed wire,
which, beginning about 1910, was used to fence off individual
farm plots. Slowly, the old communal way of life was breaking
down. As one old-timer, mourning the loss of the old ways, put it,
"After that every monkey found his swing, and he just stayed on
that." The internal changes within the villages were further complicated when the Forest Service, recognizing that the forest and
range land of the mountain country was deteriorating badly due
to overuse,74 began to impose limits on grazing seasons and herd
numbers on the former commons. By curbing free use of the mesas
and hills, the Forest Service drove home to the villagers the immensity of their loss.
The Las Trampas Grant was only one of many grants that
passed into the hands of unscrupulous speculators. Alienation of
the land grants was a major factor in producing the present
distressed state of affairs wherein the Hispanic villagers of northern New Mexico, in geographer Donald Meinig's words, are "a
rural population with little land, a labor force with little work to
do, isolated physically and socially from the main streams of national life yet exposed enough to feel many of its pressures. "75 In-
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stead of remaining a useful economic resource which might have
buffered the effects of rapid change, the grant commons of the
region became the chief focus of conflict between Hispanos and
Anglos and the chief source of New Mexico's most serious social
tensions.
It would be wrong, however, to lay all of the blame for the evils
of land grant speculation on men like McMillen and Bond. The
real culprit in land grant crime was the U.S. government, whose
slowness in settling grant claims created a situation in which corruption and dishonesty were inevitable and whose failure to effect
a just transition between Spanish and American codes of law
made possible the widespread abuse of the property rights of
Hispanos. As the sovereign owners of all land grant commons, the
United States was legally responsible to safeguard the interests of
the grant tenants. Although the government did fulfill this responsibility with respect to New Mexico's Pueblo Indians, who are prohibited by law from selling their Spanish land grants, it failed to
do so with respect to Hispanos. This failure may yet be the subject
of significant litigation. Donald Cutter, a historian who has extensively studied this issue, writes that
There can be no doubt that the United States government,
either by acts of commission or acts of omission, did not live
up to the obligations which it willingly accepted and wrote
into the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. . . . The Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo is a major item of unfinished business on
the agenda of sources of cultural conflict throughout the
Southwest. But the problem is not insoluble-a Hispanic
Land Claims Commission is in order. One patterned after the
Indian Claims Commission could prove to be the best answer
to an otherwise unsatisfactory situation. 76
Until such remedial action is taken, if it ever is, it will be worth
remembering that at the time of American conquest and settlement, the Hispanic pobladores of New Mexico were as naive and
vulnerable as their Indian neighbors to the ways of Anglo law. But
unlike the Pueblos they received not the least protection. In the
day of McMillen and Bond, as in the day of the Comanche, they
were entirely on their own.
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NOTES
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rest of the nineteenth century smaller settlements within the grant were also
made at OJ ito, Canada los Alamos, and Diamante.
13. Simmons, "Settlement Plans and Village Patterns," p. 17.
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74. By the middle 1930s fully three quarters of the Upper Rio Grande watershed was suffering from serious erosion and overgrazing, according to C. K.'
Cooperrider and B. A. Hendricks, "Soil erosion and streamflow on range and
forest lands of the Upper Rio Grande watershed in relation to land resources and
human welfare," USDA Technical Bulletin 467 (1937): 2.
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BOOK NOTES
Recent reprints from the University of Oklahoma Press include John Selman,
Gunfighter by Leon C. Metz (cloth, $9.95) and Victorio and the Mimbres
Apaches by Dan L. Thrapp (paper, $9.95). Selman, who gained notoriety for killing John Wesley Hardin, was active in southern New Mexico and west Texas and
was later killed in El Paso. Thrapp's highly regarded study of Victorio is a
welcome addition to the paperback list because it is well written, thoroughly
researched, and well illustrated, the latter reflecting Thrapp's interest in visiting
important sites covered in his narrative.
The University of Texas Press has begun reprinting in paper the writings of J.
Frank Dobie, one of the giants in southwestern literature. Two titles are Tongues
of the Monte ($6.95) and A Texan in England ($6.95). The former is on the folklore and folkways of northern Mexico, an area that Dobie knew intimately. The
latter is an often humorous account of his stint as a visiting professor at Cambridge University in England. Both are typical of Dobie's work.
The University of Texas Press, the University of New Mexico Press, and other
publishers have demonstrated increased interest in reprinting important works of
western fiction. Three new titles in the Zia Series of the University of New Mexico Press are Go In Beauty (paper, $5.95) and Portrait of an Artist with TwentySix Horses (paper, $5.95) by William Eastlake and Little Valley by Raymond
Otis (paper, $5.95). Go In Beauty, published in 1956, was Eastlake's first novel
and is largely set in New Mexico. An afterword by Delbert E. Wylder provides an
evaluation of the book. Portrait of an Artist with Twenty-Six Horses appeared in
1963 to critical acclaim and received the Lettres Nouvelles award as the best
foreign-language novel published in France in 1972. Set in the checkerboard
area of northwestern New Mexico it forms a trilogy with Go In Beauty and The
Bronc People.
Little Valley, set in early twentieth-century Santa Fe and small Hispanic
villages to the north, was originally published in England, although Otis was a
member of Santa Fe's literary community in the 1930s. As Marta Weigle states
in her afterword, this is an important social document as well as a well-crafted
novel. The Wind by Dorothy Scarborough (cloth, $10.95, University of Texas
Press) caused considerable controversy when published in 1925 because of the
portrayal of the tragedy, hardship, and loneliness of a woman's life in west
Texas. By contrast The Wolf and the Buffalo by Elmer Kelton (Doubleday, cloth,
$12.95) is a modern novel set on the southern plains in which a Comanche warrior and a former slave turned soldier are the main characters.
A book that deals with western literature and writers is Will James: The Last
Cowboy Legend by Anthony Amaral (University of Nevada Press, cloth, n.p.)
which is a revised edition of a book published in 1967. James, who had been a
working cowhand, became a famous artist and a writer of Smoky, The
Cow horse, Scorpion, A Good Bad Horse, and a number of other books dealing
with the part of the West that James knew best.

Book Reviews
SUPPLEMENT OF A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF UNITED STATES LATIN AMERICAN RELATIONS
SINCE 1810. Edited by Michael C. Meyer. Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1979. Pp. xxvi, 193. Index, $19.50.
THE RESEARCHER AND TEACHER will happily welcome this up-dating of Trask,
Meyer, and Trask, Bibliography, now a dozen years old. The two Trasks having
gone on to other fields, Professor Meyer compiled the Supplement without their
help.
The functions and formats of the two volumes are the same and-wisely-even
the main section headings have the same titles and cover the same periods.
But the few changes are important; Chapter X- "The United States and Latin
America since World War II" -has been expanded to include the Johnson,
Nixon, and Ford administrations. Most welcome to this reviewer, and probably
to most users, is a new subsection in this same chapter labeled "Dependency and
Multinational Corporations," covering some eighty entries. Chapter XI now includes a section on the ;'Law of the Sea." These are the most significant changes
from the original volume.
Otherwise the justification for a supplement is to add the materials published
since 1968; but Meyer has gone beyond the call of duty and picked up a large
number of works that escaped the first bibliography. Casual checking indicates
that this is a sizable group. He should also be applauded for cross-referencing the
new work to items in the old, a challenging task.
Complaints about this work really should not be mentioned-a very few typos
at most. And I note with a sigh that the original sold for $14.95 while the supplement, at less than half the size, sells for $19.50. But buy the book anyhow; you
need it.

Arizona State University

THOMAS L. KARNES

NATIONAL PARKS: THE AMERICAN EXPERIENCE. By Alfred Runte. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1979. Pp. xiv, 240. Illus., index. $16.50.
WITH THIS BOOK Alfred Runte lifts the history of a unique American institution to
a new level. Much of the previous writing about national park history has been
legislative and administrative. One thinks of John Ise's Our National Park
Policy: A Critical History (1961). In organizing his account on a park-by-park
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and director-by-director basis, Ise often missed the significance of his subject.
Runte, on the other hand, prefers to write intellectual or cultural history. His
subject is the meaning of national parks in the American context and how that
meaning has changed over time.
Three of Runte's generalizations stand out as major interpretative contributions. While he does not present entirely new ideas, Runte is adroit at building
evidence for them from national park history. The first is monumentalism. Runte
argues that the early parks were not valued for their ecological significance so
much as for their status as monuments of national pride. Thus the early preservation efforts focused exclusively on the spectacular in nature-deep canyons, high
mountains, long waterfalls, huge trees, and unique geysers. The point was to impress the world by finding in America's nature the equivalent of Europe's admittedly superior culture.
The "worthless" lands thesis is arguably Runte's most original idea. He puts
forth convincing evidence that the United States Congress (expressing the dominant view of the people) gave national park status only to land that had no
economic potential. The Yellowstone region, for example, was declared to be too
high and cold for agriculture and therefore "safe" to make a park. Corn was also
hard to grow in the Grand Canyon, but the Colorado River did have hydropower
potential and, Runte explains, Congress left a neat loophole in the 1919
establishing legislation permitting such development. Hetch Hetchy Valley was
actually removed from Yosemite National Park (1913) when demanded by San
Francisco as a reservoir. With reference to the continuation of mining in some
parks and monuments, Runte points out that many Americans still feel uncomfortable about permanently protecting what might make a dollar. But the defeat
in the 1960s of dams proposed for the Grand Canyon suggests the growth in
public esteem of an alternate point of view.
Runte's third interpretative tool is carnivalism. He contends that the typical
early visitor, along with national park leaders, looked upon the parks as resorts
and circuses rather than as preserves of unmodified nature. Not only hotels but
golf courses, tennis courts, swimming pools, and ski tows appeared in the parks.
As late as 1945 bears were fed with hotel garbage in Yellowstone National Park
as tourists watched the spectacle from a specially constructed grandstand. The
"firefall," a huge bonfire pushed over the cliffs into Yosemite Valley, continued
until 1969. By this time, however, new conceptions of what national parks
should be and how they should be operated were gaining ground. Runte traces
the emergence of a biocentric, as opposed to anthropocentric, philosophy of park
management and concludes his book with a discussion of park "purists" such as
Edward Abbey.
Several excellent folios of illustrations and detailed footnotes add much to the
value of this major contribution to American environmental and cultural
history.

University of California, Santa Barbara

RODERICK NASH
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THE SOUTHWEST. By David Lavender. A Regions of America Book. New York:
Harper and Row, 1980. Pp. 352. Bibliog., index. $15.95.
DAVID LAvENDER'S Southwest takes its place alongside four other single-volume
surveys of the region that have appeared in the last two decades: W. Eugene
Hollon's The Southwest: Old and New (1961); Odie B. Faulk's Land of Many
Frontiers (1968); Lynn Perrigo's The American Southwest (1971); and D. W.
Meinig's Southwest (1971). This naturally begs a question. Did we need another
one-volume synthesis? Lavender demonstrates that we did.
In clear and colorful prose, which seldom drifts into the purple range of the
spectrum, Lavender summarizes the high points of regional history from prehistoric times to the present. Like geographer Meinig, Lavender defines the Southwest as Arizona and New Mexico (no matter that the dust jacket blurb suggests a
broader canvas). In this respect, Lavender's Southwest is more restricted than
Perrigo's and Faulk's, which included Texas and California, and Hollon's, which
embraced Oklahoma as well as Texas. Lavender touches on events beyond New
Mexico and Arizona only when they illuminate his main subject, and this affords
him space to portray the region in rich but never excessive detail. He provides
sharp characterizations of major figures and examines questions that other
general surveys either omit or gloss over-such as how New Mexico lost southern
Colorado, and how Arizona got its name.
Author of twenty-one previous books, most touching on some aspect ~f
regional history, Lavender knows his craft and has steeped himself in the
historical literature. He summarizes the results of recent scholarship and provides a balanced and sensitive look at some of the region's most controversial
issues-those dealing with Indians, Mexican-Americans, the Mexican-United
States border, aridity, and violence. If his treatment of the twentieth century is
light, so is the scholarly literature on which he had to depend. Nonetheless,
Lavender carries several important themes down to the 1970s and occasionally
links the distant past to the present, as with his description of the role of the
statue of "La Conquistadora" in the Pueblo Revolt of 1680 and its contemporary
annual pilgrimages to the chapel of El Rosario in Santa Fe.
As might be expected in an undocumented narrative aimed at a popular audience, description and anecdote often prevail over analysis. Lavender does not
romanticize the region, however, and asks hard questions. He ~onders, for example, why Jesuit Eusebio Francisco Kino has achieved such fame while other missionaries toiled in obscurity, and concludes that Americans could identify with
Kino, who was "the epitome of expansionism, and AnglO-Americans have never
known any other approach to the frontier"(p. 68). Lavender does not shy away
from describing bats in the churches as well as ornaments, or from debunking
New Mexico's famed Civil War Battle of Glorieta as of little significance. Along
the way- he makes mistakes, but except for his sloppy handling of the Spanish
language, these are perhaps inevitable in a work of this scope.
The Southwest may stand for the 1980s as the most detailed, balanced, and in-

102

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 56: I 1981

teresting introduction to the last four-and-a-half centuries of man's recorded activities in New Mexico and Arizona.

Southern Methodist University

DAVID J. WEBER

THE AMERICAN INDIAN: PREHISTORY TO THE PRESENT. By Arrell Morgan Gibson.
Lexington, Mass.: D. C. Heath & Company, 1980. Pp. 618. Illus., notes, index,
glossary. $14.95.
PROFESSOR GIBSON of the University of Oklahoma, author of numerous works on
the American Indian, has sought "to present a resource for courses and studies in
American Indian history and to provide timely information and useful interpretation to the general public." This is a traditional history, chronologically
organized, which seeks to incorporate something about all periods and all tribes
in 618 pages. The first five chapters provide an ethnographic overview derived
from published anthropological surveys. The next five chapters recount the contact of Spain,France, Holland, Russia, and Great Britain with the Indians. There
follows a series of chapters largely concerned with U. S. involvement with the Indians, organized by period. The last two chapters deal with "Native Americans
in the Twentieth Century, 1945 to the Present" and "The Indian Legacy."
The encyclopedic character of the work may meet the needs of some college
courses but must be disheartening to the casual reader. Because of the attempt to
be all-inclusive, important events are given short shrift. For example, the Indian
wars of Virginia in the period of Bacon's Rebellion are dealt with in seven lines.
King Philip's War is dealt with in two pages and described as a "conspiracy"
under the heading: "The Indian Revolt of 1675." Throughout the book Gibson is
forced to depend upon the research of others, and it is not surprising that he cannot go into detail about the opposing interpretations of virtually every aspect of
Indian-white interaction. Perhaps this is not a criticism of the author so much as
it is of the textbook format within which the author is constrained to write.
Each chapter concludes with a short bibliography and a few footnotes, but the
bulk of the writing is unfootnoted and derived from general study of the various
sources. While the coverage is comprehensive, Gibson goes into particular detail
on the history of Indian-white relations in the Plains, and particularly Oklahoma. Emphasis is also given to warfare rather than to other forms of interaction
between whites and Indians, and to the recent past in comparison with the distant past.
Although his work is primarily descriptive, Gibson is not unwilling to express
his own point of view about the characters in the drama of Indian-white relations. Thus, in speaking about the non-Indian citizens and leaders in the new
state of Oklahoma, he notes that "They were racist, ethnocentric, and contemptuous of Indians and indifferent to their plight" (p. 508). In speaking of Indian
traders he notes that "Frontier traders were scoundrels of the first order.
However, colonial Carolinians seemed particularly depraved, surpassing all
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wilderness merchants except perhaps the Russian promyshlenniki for vicious exploitation, sharp practice, malicious cheating, and consistently callous treatment
of Native Americans" (p. 211).
A helpful "glossary" provides a useful way in which the student can keep some
of the special terms involved in Indian history easily in mind. The illustrations
are plentiful and well selected. In sum, Gibson's book is a useful addition to the
number of potential texts available to the student of Indian history.

Office of American Studies,
Smithsonian Institution

WILCOMB E. WASHBURN

AMERICAN INDIAN ARCHERY. By Reginald and Gladys Laubin. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1980. Pp. xii, 179. IIlus., notes, glossary, bibliog., index. $12.50.
AMERICAN INDIAN ARCHERY is a profusely illustrated and lovingly written guide
to a poorly understood yet important subject. As the author explains in the introducti~, "I have always been interested in Indian archery myself and have
found most of the popula r conceptions about it to be erroneous, as are most of the
preconceived notions about Indians, [and] I would like to correct some of the
false impressions and try to give a true picture of this ancient art as practiced by
most of our original Americans." Accordingly, the author presents a quick overview of the history of Indian archery before launching into chapters that discuss
Indian bows, bow making, sinewed bows, horn bows, strings, arrows, quivers,
shooting, medicine bows, crossbows, and blowguns. Since the author is an avid
devotee of Indian arts and crafts, each chapter is literally a step-by-step manual
on the art of bow making, arrow making, and the like. Interspersed with the
practical do's and do not's are bits of Indian lore, anthropology, and history such
as "Coronado reported bone arrowheads for the Pueblo tribes" (p. 124); "the
final touch to an arrow to be used for hunting buffalo was to ceremonially smear
it with buffalo blood" (p. 117); and "Le Page du Pratz said the Natchez made
bows of acacia, first with bark strings, later with strings of hide" (p. 21).
The author and his wife travelled extensively here and abroad to examine
museum collections of Indian bows, arrows, and related materials in order to
form educated opinions about their manufacture, diversity, and utility. Their
conclusion is that most aspects of American Indian archery are unappreciated, a
Jesuit of inaccurate and misinformed writing on the subject. They have found Indian archery tackle to be equal to, if not better than,' modern, machine-made
equipment.
This book is difficult to evaluate, expecially in the framework of the traditional
review, because it is primarily a highly personalized presentation of facts and
stories about Indian archery. The drawings are by the author; the photographs
for the most part are by his wife. All the archery tackle illustrated, most ()f which
the author made, comes fr0IP his personal collection. (A few photographs from
specimens in museum collections would have been instructive as well as interest-
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ing.) The writing is generally clear and straightforward, but the constant insertion of extraneous facts and asides tends to distract rather than instruct. Some of
this material, in fact, seems to serve little purpose other than to flesh out what
would otherwise have been rather thin chapters.
Nevertheless, the book will find a receptive audience. One of the first efforts to
assemble a fact book on the subject, it will doubtless be welcomed by those
devotees of Indian arts and crafts who are anxious to learn something about the
Indian use of archery tackle, the ingenuity needed for its manufacture and care,
and the place it occupied in aboriginal daily life. They will indeed, as the author
believes, "find new, valuable, and important information between these covers"
(p. ix).

Smithsonian Institution

HERMAN J. VIOLA

CIVILIZATION AND THE STORY OF THE ABSENTEE SHAWNEES. By Thomas Wildcat
Alford. Foreword by Angie Debo. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1979. Pp. 203. Illus. $5.95.
ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED in 1936, this volume contains the reminiscences of
Thomas Wildcat Alford, a mixed-blood Shawnee born in Indian Territory in
1860. Although the volume is subtitled The Story of the Absentee Shawnees, it
does not focus upon the history of these people, but is a biographical statement
describing Alford's boyhood experiences, his attendance at Hampton Institute,
and his efforts to bring "civilization" to his fellow tribesmen. Alford's narrative
is burdened with numerous personal incidents of little interest to serious scholars,
but the volume is valuable for other reasons. His early chapters offer an interesting description of Shawnee culture in the third quarter of the nineteenth century.
In addition, the text illustrates that Alford was a successful product of the government's program of forced acculturation, for he wholly subscribed to the
White value system.
Alford spent his childhood in a Shawnee society that retained much of its traditional culture. As a boy, Alford was carried on a cradle-board, spoke only
Shawnee, and shared a wigwam with other members of his family. His narrative
provides an informative discussion of the Shawnee social system and indicates
that the Absentee Shawnees still clung to the old ways, preparing traditional
foods and performing the ceremonies of their fathers. Like other Shawnee boys,
Alford spent long hours in the forest, passing through a puberty rite that confirmed his place as a Shawnee warrior. Although he attended a mission school
near Shawnee, Oklahoma, he remained tied to many tribal ways and had only a
limited knowledge of the world outside the Shawnee community.
In 1879 Alford was enrolled in Hampton Institute, and after graduating from
the school, he dedicated himself toward bringing the White man's "civilization"
to his people. He returned to Indian Territory and served as a schoolmaster at the
Shawnee Boarding School where, in addition to academic subjects, he taught his
pupils "the very rudiments of civilization. . . such simple things as the use of
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chairs to sit on, the correct way to eat at a table, the use of knives and forks, and
the care of their beds such as spreading sheets properly" (p. 126). Thoroughly
convinced that the Dawes Act would be beneficial to his people, Alford later
served with the surveying crews that allotted the Shawnee and Kickapoo lands.
As Angie Debo points out in the introduction to this volume, Alford's
outspoken support of White cultural values would make him unpopular in most
modern Indian communites. But the volume offers interesting insights into the
world-view of those native Americans who accepted a life-style dictated by the
White majority. Of course most tribesmen refused such acculturation, yet
Alford's narrative serves as a revealing statement for that minority of Indian people who willingly chose to walk the White man's road.

Texas Christian University

R. DAVID EDMUNDS

LIFE OF GEORGE BENT: WRITTEN FROM HIS LETTERS. By George E. Hyde. Edited
by Savoie Lottinville. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1968. Reprint
1979. Pp. xxv, 389. Illus., maps, bibliog., index. $14.50, $6.95 paper.
THE LIFE OF GEORGE BENT covers the years of 1826 to 1875 in the life of the halfCheyenne and half-white son of Owl Woman and William Bent. His mother was
a daughter of White Thunder, Keeper of the Cheyenne Sacred Arrows. His father
was a co-founder of Bent's Fort located on the Upper Arkansas River in Colorado. George was among the earliest of individuals of dual Cheyenne-white
heritage, but who throughout this book closely identified, in his words, with,
"My People, the Cheyennes." He was sent to school in Missouri where he became
proficient in the English language. He fought in the Confederate Army, and upon
returning to Colorado, he went to live with the Cheyennes to escape Union sympathizers.
George Bent presents brief but valuable historical and cultural information on
the tribes in precontact times. He also details the Cheyenne experience in the
loss of their Sacred Arrows, and presents a Cheyenne perspective of Sand Creek,
the Washita, Adobe Walls, and numerous other incidents of tribal-white conflict,
which serve to balance the usual white view of Cheyenne history. The book is a
well written narrative, which is occasionally interspersed with Cheyenne terminology that leaves the average reader baffled, but which lends to its authenticity.
The value of the book lies in the unique first person presentation of the dual
world of George Bent, who uses the literate tools of his white ancestry to convey
the too often untold experiences of his Cheyenne heritage.
The Life of George Bent is highly interesting and informative. It presents
ethnohistory from an experiential standpoint, teaching much of Cheyenne tribal
society and their struggle to maintain their identity as a people. It is an important work for those interested in Cheyennes, Indian history, and the American
West.

University of Montana, Missoula

HENRI(ETTA) WHITEMAN
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THE PEACE CHIEFS OF THE CHEYENNES. By Stan Hoig. Foreword by Boyce Timmons. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1980. IIlus., notes, bibliog., index. Pp. xiv, 206. $14.95.
STAN HOIG HAS PRESENTED here a different image of the Cheyenne Indians than
one probably has retained through the years from the classic portrayal by George
Bird Grinnell in The Fighting Cheyennes. The Cheyenne chief was "essentially a
man of peace," (p. 8) while the war societies provided an outlet for the aggressiveness of the young men. These societies often wrested tribal leadership
from control of the peace chiefs.
While the author centers his discussion around famous chiefs of the early and
late nineteenth century of both Southern and Northern Cheyenne, he uses that
method as a vehicle to summarize briefly the entire story of the Cheyenne from
the earliest mention of them by French explorers in the Minnesota region in 1667
to near the end of the nineteenth century when the reservation period began. He
also mentions the battles in which they were involved.
One often notes what seems a contradiction, as in the case of Yellow Wolf who
was killed at Sand Creek, in that Hoig calls him a prominent "warrior, chief and
tribal elder" (p. 27) but maintains that he "sought to keep the Cheyenne nation at
peace with the whites" (p. 27). This, however, only repeats Hoig's thesis that
although a man rose to prominence as a warrior, once he became chief, his age
and wisdom generally caused him to urge peace with the whites who overwhelmingly outnumbered the Indians. In fact, a Cheyenne could not retain membership
in a war society once he became chief. All the great chiefs are included-Black
Kettle, Bull Bear, Dull Knife, Little Wolf, Stone Calf-and many more.
The Cheyenne split into three bands, the Northern, Southern, and the war-like
dog soldiers in the central area. Young hostiles from the two peaceful tribes
joined the dog soldiers. The warrior societies gained dominance, and the peace
chiefs could not control them. The chieftain system had no machinery to enforce
laws or discipline within the tribe. The United States government could not
always control the actions of its soldiers and citizens on the frontier. Often the
peace chiefs "perished in the resulting crossfire" (p. 121).
A note of sadness naturally prevails in that many peace chiefs perished accidentally and unnecessarily at the hands of whites. The last peace leaders then
brought their people to the final unhappy acceptance of reservation life and at
least a partial walking of the white man's road.
\
The author brings together well much scattered information from both
published accounts and primary sources about the various Cheyenne chiefs. He
relies a great deal on Grinnell and others but uses many contemporary
newspapers, written reminiscences, and reports of the commissioner of Indian
Affairs. While the author advances his thesis numerous times throughout the
book, he fails to take the opportunity in the last chapter to tie together his
numerous points in a satisfactory concluding paragraph or longer essay.

Tarrant County Junior College

J'NELL L. PATE
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ThE NEW DEAL AND AMERICAN INDIAN TRIBALISM: THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE
INDIAN REORGANIZATION ACT, 1934-1945. By Graham D. Taylor. Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1980. Pp. xiii, 203. Notes, bibliog., appendixes,
index. $14.50.
GRAHAM D. TAYLOR, an assistant professor of history at Dalhousie University in
Canada, has written an important book about the Indian New Deal. In the first
three chapters, the author surveys the consequences of land allotment, the origins
of the new Indian reform movement during the 1920s, and the controversy over
the Wheeler-Howard bill. The rest of this volume details the impact of the 1934
Indian Reorganization Act on tribal political organization and the development
of Indian economic resources.
The main thesis of Graham's book is that the Indian Reorganization Act was
flawed by its reliance on tribal organization to promote Indian social and economic development. Commissioner John Collier and his (lssociates falsely concluded that tribes were unified political entities capable of directing Indian
aspirations. Instead, factional division characterizedtriballife. Internal disunity
stemmed from wide variations in acculturation, mixed versus full blood rivalry,
religious and cultural differences, and economic conflict where small groups of
individuals monopolized reservation resources.
The Indian Reorganization Act intensified this factionalism. Bitter disputes
arose among the Blackfeet, Hopi, Minnesota Chippewas, and Pine Ridge Sioux
over who would control their new tribal governments. Centralized tribal governments were met with suspicion throughout the Southwest where they threatened
the local autonomy of the village or band.
According to Taylor, the Indian New Deal fell short of its proclaimed goal of
guaranteeing internal tribal sovereignty. Tribal governments organized under·
the Indian Reorganization Act were given only a minimal amount of fiscal
responsibility. Constitutions and charters of incorporation contained legal provisions that subjected important council decisions to administrative review. Concerned about advancing the Indians' economic recovery, Indian Bureau officials
continued to supervise closely the expenditure of tribal funds and the granting of
loans from the IRA's revolving credit fund.
The failure to establish tribal organizations that had widespread community
support undercut the economic programs favored by the Department of the Interior. Land consolidation on checkerboarded reservations faltered because only
a small number of Indians voluntarily placed their allotments and heirship landsunder tribal control. Furthermore, Congress refused to fund adequately the IRA
land purchase program or implement regional land use plans based on surveys
undertaken by the Soil Conservation Service and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
The value of this book lies in its critical assessment of the organization of tribal
governments created during the 1930s. Unfortunately, Graham has generally
limited his discussion to the Southwestern and Plains Indians. Separate chapters
on the administration of the Oklahoma Indian Welfare Act and the Alaska
Reorganiz~tion Act of 1936 would have strengthened the author's arguments.
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The analysis of the economics of the Indian New Deal also is incomplete. We
need more information about the success or failure of tribal business
cooperatives and credit associations, the activities of the Arts and Crafts Board
established by Congress in 1935, the cattle repayment program, and the efforts
to manage Indian forests and mineral deposits.
On the whole, Taylor's book is soundly researched and attractively written. It
is a welcome addition to the growing historical literature critical of Commissioner John Collier and the Indian New Deal.

University of Texas, Arlington

KENNETH R. PHILP

THE COMMISSIONERS OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 1824-1977. Edited by Robert M.
Kvasnicka and Herman J. Viola. Foreword by Philleo Nash. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1979. Pp. xviii, 384. Notes, bibliog., index. $19.75.
FROM JOHN C. CALHOUN'S CREATION of the Bureau of Indian Affairs in March
1824, to Benjamin Reifel's resignation on the eighth day of the Carter administration, forty-three men have served as head of the Indian service, and all but two
of them formally as the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. (At present the duties of
the commissioner are being performed by an assistant secretary of the interior for
Indian affairs. But as Philleo Nash, former Indian commissioner under Presidents Kennedy and Johnson, writes in his foreword to this volume, the increased
status of an assistant secretary of the interior may be only a symbolic victory.)
The nature of this most difficult job, whether as commissioner or assistant secretary, remains unchanged.
Just as in the past, even though Indian policy continues to be developed,
challenged, and amended by the various branches of government and by the
tribes themselves, the commissoners of Indian affairs have figured prominently
not only in the execution of policy but also in its formulation-in the negotiations
of treaties, the settlement of claims, and a host of other matters. Many of the
commissioners were men possessed of high idealism, while a few were rogues.
Many reflected the ethnocentrism of their times and regarded Indian cultures as
vestiges of a barbarous state of civilization that would quickly succumb to an
enlightened and muscular Christian stewardship. All, regardless of their training
or temperament, had to swim through the maelstrom of "Indian affairs."
A few of the commissioners have received considerable scholarly attention, but
now Robert M. Kvasnicka and Herman J. Viola have brought together in a single
volume biographical sketches of each commissioner, arranged chronologically,
and written by thirty one of the leading scholars of Native American history.
The sketches vary in length and detail, in part because of the sparseness of
available sources for some of the early commissioners. Most of the sketches are
between five and seven pages of text and highlight the commissioners' careers in
and out of government service. An author's note on sources appended to each of
the biographies and the lengthy bibliographic essay, "Major Research Sources,"
written by Kvasnicka, make this work an invaluable reference tool. The editors
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have also included a list of commissioners' Annual Reports in the congressional
serial sets, including page numbers. Since the Annual Reports were often printed
in as many as three separate editions, as either House or Senate executive
documents, or in "department editions," this list provides a simple and convenient guide that has been much needed.
.
The only flaw in this handsomely bound and printed book is the unexplained
failure to include photographs or reproductions of painted portraits of the commissioners. Such pictures would have further removed part of the obscurity that
surrounds many of these men. But despite this lapse of editorial judgment, the
book is a great benefit to scholars, well written and edited, and well worth the
price.

Northern Arizona University

L. G. MOSES

THE CHURCHES AND THE INDIAN SCHOOLS, 1888-1912. By Francis Paul Prucha.
Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1979. Pp. xii, 278. Appendixes, illus.,
notes, bibliog., index. $16.50.
By 1912, as the Protestant reformers were declining in influence, Catholics "had
clearly come of age in Indian affairs" (p. 205). Thus Francis Paul Prucha, a
leading scholar of Indian-white relations, ends his latest book. In American Indian Policy in Crisis: Christian Reformers and the Indian, 1865-1900 (1976)
Prucha focused on the Protestants, whose efforts culminated in the deceptively
successful Dawes Allotment Act of 1887. The Churches is a meticulous study of
the struggles of the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions (BCIM) to maintain its
church's schools and influence in the face of mounting government responsibility
for Indian education, and the ending in 1900 of "contracts"-direct federal appropriations to mission schools. The BCIM also had to contend with widespread
anti-Catholicism and the bitter opposition of Protestant reform and mission
groups, headed by the Indian Right Association (IRA). In this unedifying conflict
the government increasingly found itself caught between the BCIM and the IRA.
The BCIM had "largely succeeded" by 1912, Prucha believes. "The principle
that Catholic Indian parents had some say in where their children went to
school," and in whether their share of tribal money could be used to support
Catholic schools, "had been pretty well established." Greater rights were being
accorded Catholic pupils in government Indian schools. Such "victories" indicated the growing importance of Catholics both in Indian affairs and in the nation.
In this detailed, chronological study Prucha lucidly explains why each of the
"victories" was important to the Catholics after the crisis of 1900. The Churches
is based almost entirely on primary sources, especially the records of the BCIM,
the IRA, and the government. There is an extensive bibliography of primary
materials and a.shorter one of secondary sources. The author is sympathetic to
Catholic efforts, but this is rigorous, scholarly history. The usually intolerant
zeal of both Catholics and Protestants is exposed, principally by quotation.
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However, Prucha allows a slight chagrin to intrude occasionally: we are told
in one case that "Protestant carping" did not die out after 1912 (p. 205). In
places the book threatens to become a campaign history of day-ta-day tactics and
battles. A conclusion might have been added, placing the Catholic success more
deeply in the context of national and Indian affairs. And so might an epilogue:
one is left with the impression that Catholics, Indians, and the government lived
happily ever after 1912.
These are small blemishes on a carefully researched and admirably clear contribution to the history of Catholic-Protestant relations and of Indian "uplift."
The book is also a sad commentary on insensitivity. All groups believed
themselves to be working for the Indians. But, as Prucha points out, the Native
Americans were given little say and were sometimes treated as mere pawns. And
the otherwise divided groups were united in their assumption that the Christian
civilization in some form was the only acceptable way of life for all Indians.

University ofjyvaskyla, Finland

MICHAEL C. COLEMAN

THE REMEMBERED EARTH: AN ANTHOLOGY OF CONTEMPORARY NATIVE AMERICAN
LITERATURE. Edited by Geary Hobson. Albuquerque: Red Earth Press, 1979,
Pp. xi, 427. lIlus. $8.95.
THE REMEMBERED EARTH is a collection of prose, poetry, and illustrations, in the
form of drawings and photographs, by contemporary Native American writers.
The editor, Geary Hobson, has taught courses in the Native American Studies
program at the University of New Mexico from 1976 to 1978.
Hobson begins his study with an interesting and informative look at Indian
literature. He explains that Indian literature of today is based on and is a continuation of the oral traditions and beliefs of the past. Indeed, in its written form
most contemporary Indian literature still stresses the same themes of the oral
traditions that have been passed down from generation to generation for centuries. Themes such as the Indians' love and respect for the land, their close family relationships, and the ever-present threats from the dominant society to
eradicate Indian culture continue to be emphasized by Native American writers.
Hobson also provides a bibliography of Indian literature, containing books by
both Indian and non-Indian authors and names of periodicals that publish Native
American literature.
The Indian contributors to this anthology are from various geographical
regions of North America, including Mexico, Canada, and Alaska. Even an
Hawaiian author is included; although Hawaiians are not considered American
Indians, they are, according to Hobson, in a true sense "Native Americans." At
the end of the book there are short biographical entries on each of the authors
which contain, among other things, their tribal heritage and publications. Some
of the contributors, notably N. Scott Momaday and Simon J. Ortiz, are already
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well-known literary figures. Others are in the beginning stages of their writing
careers, and a few of them will achieve fame.
Most of the selections in the book are well done, particularly those describing
reservation life and urban Indians trying to cope and survive in an alien environment. Some of the language in the selecti~ns is, however, quite profane and could
offend readers. Nevertheless, more books like The Remembered Earth are
needed. This inexpensive (based on the current inflated prices of books) volume
can easily be adopted for courses in Native American literature.

Fort Hays State University

RAYMOND WILSON

CUENTOS CHICANOS. Edited by Rudolfo A. Anaya and Antonio Marquez. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico, 1980. Pp. 109. Illus., contributor's notes.
$3.50. Reprinted from New America 4, no. 1 (Dept. of American Studies,
U.N.M.).
AMERICAN INDIAN POETRY. By Helen Addison Howard. Boston: Twayne
Publishers, 1979. United States Authors Series 334. Pp. 191. Notes, bibliog.,
index. $11.95.
CUENTOS CHICANOS AND AMERICAN INDIAN POETRY share some common elements: both focus on the written and oral traditions of the Chicano and Native
American, both introduce the technique of storytelling and both address the free
verse form and rhythms manifest in both cultures. But here the comparisons end.
Helen Addison Howard's monograph falls far short of the edited work by
Rudolfo Anaya and Antonio Marquez. Howard pedantically approaches her subject matter while Anaya and Marquez allow the cuentos, or stories, to speak for
themselves. She attempts judicious evaluation of early translators and interpreter~ of indian verse while they let each cuento sing its own song. Howard
seeks to show that her efforts help advance "cultural knowledge" while Anaya
and Marquez assume that knowledge as part of the reader's repertoire. Howard's
publisher selected a rather drab, expensive layout while the New America staff
produced an attractive, easy-to-read, inexpensive design.
Cuentos Chicanos collects twenty-one short stories about the Chicano experience. Rather than an academic overview, the work provides vignettes of
Chicano cultural realities as seen through the eyes of various gifted Chicano
writers. Exceptional among them are Alberto Rio's "La Boda," E.A. Mares's
"Florinto," Jose Armas's "El Tonto del Barrio," and Leo Romero's "Ow!." The
other cuentos appeal in their own ways to the reader.
Throughout Cuentos Chicanos runs an indirectness of feeling about the
Southwest one can readily.associate with the Chicano. The strong family ties,
rich folkloric tradition, and linguistic phenomena of the Chicano are all alive
~nd present here. Besides presenting how a Chicano sees, feels, and grows up, the
stories express the sense of temporal continuity in the Chicano lifestyle. E.A.
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Mares describes the Old Town junkman Florinto: "He had set his cou~se, on a
destination un poco rp.as alia, £luther on down the road, around the distant curve
into the dream time where the carnival whirled and the.' good times rolled forever." Of course, some of the cuentos deal with disorientation, violence; andfrustration, but all richly express the Chicano reality.
.
Helen Addison Howard's intent is threefold: to introduce Indian poetry by
discussion and citation of poetic samples from works by better known translators/interpreters; to expound upon free verse form "peculiar to Native
American prosody"; and to evaluate cultural contributions made to the
American experience through critical analysis of Indian poetry. In carrying out
this cumbersome task, the editor culled material from the literary translations of
Alice C. Fletcher, Frances Densmore, and Natalie Curtis Burlin. In addition, she
includes the interpretations of Lew Sarett, Mary Austin, Eda Lou Walton, Alice
C. Henderson, and Constance L. Skinner. Unfortunately, Howard presents
biographical sketches and various linguistic data on non-Indian poets but very
little Indian poetry. With the exception of her discussion of the Indian's poetic
spirit, Howard's monograph essentially reinterprets early twentieth-century
transl itera tions.
One feels an even greater uneasiness about her statement that "Characteristics
of Native American poetry are subjects that are close to the daily lives of a
primitive people" (italics mine). She continues to say there is a lack of critical
teaching of that Indian poetry currently in print. Yet Howard stresses the need to
treat Indian poetry as part of a "virgin field" for American poets, including Indian poets. One wonders at her lack of recognition of the Indian oral tradition.
Concerning oral tradition as a mode of communication, she says, "The study of
Indian poetry is relatively new since much of the significant work has been done
since 1910." The world of Indian verse, such an intrinsic part of American Indian history, has been and is still expressed quite well, especially in the
Southwest. One has but to glance at the works of Lewis H. Morgan, Frank
Hamilton Cushing, and Jesse W. Fewkes to affirm this. Moreover, contemporary
Native American poets such as Leslie Marmon Silko, Simon Ortiz, Duane
Niatum and Ray A. Youngbear (among others) continue adding to a lyric tradition. Indian poetry is not a so-called virgin field.
In short, Cuentos Chicanos adds richly to the body of Chicano literature while
American Indian Poetry fails to explore Native American literature and thus does
it a great injustice. For the reader seeking an introduction to Indian verse, I suggest The Remembered Earth, an anthology of contemporary Native American
writers, edited by Geary Hobson.
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