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COPPER GENESIS: THE EARLY YEARS OF
SANTA RITA DEL CaRRE
BILLY D. WALKER

T aDAY, in southwestern New Mexico, in the shadow of a singular
peak called the Kneeling Nun, the employees of the Kennecott
Copper Corporation are engaged night and day in the creation of
a giant hole in the earth more than a mile in diameter and exceeding 1,000 feet in depth. This open-pit copper mine at Santa
Rita is the culmination of almost two centuries of discovery and
development, and represents one of the most intriguing tales in the
history of the American Southwest. First exploited in the early
1800s by Spaniards, the site was worked intermittently by lode
mining methods until 1910, when mechanization permitted largescale operations and brought to an end a romantic saga of intrepid
men who sought adventure and riches on the ragged edge of
civilization.
The period before 1825 was an important era in the development of the Santa Rita copper mines, encompassing aboriginal
exploitation, Spanish discovery, early mining efforts, and initial
attempts at the "taming" of the frontier which permitted later
operations to proceed. The first mention of the mine in English is
Lieutenant Zebulon Pike's off-hand statement in 1806: "It is
worked, and produces twenty thousand mule loads of copper annually."1 This endeavor which Pike labeled "Grand Copper
Mines" on his maps had been discovered only a few years previous
by Spaniards, but it is certain that the aboriginal tribes of the
region knew of the native outcrops for several centuries preceding.
Archaeological excavations of Mound Builder cultures at the
Etowah Site, Georgia, have uncovered numerous copper artifacts
deposited in a village ceremonial center between A.D. 880 and
0028-6206/79/0 I00-0005$0 1.60/0
© Regents, University of New Mexico
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1550. Included in the artifacts is a nugget of native copper which
spectrographic analysis reveals had its origin in the Santa Rita
copper deposits. 2 The question of how the nugget was transported
from the Southwest to the Southeast is problematical, but it is
known that there was an aboriginal trade network in Texas which
linked eastern New Mexico to the Southeast as early as A.D.
1200. 3 In addition, archaeological findings in New Mexico indicate that pre-Columbian Indians of the Santa Rita region did utilize native copper, perhaps even as early as A.D. 900. 4
Members of the Mogollon Culture were firmly rooted in the
Santa Rita area by A.D, 700, and perhaps some centuries earlier.
By 900 they "worked copper," and remnants of small copper bells
have been dated circa A.D. 1150. 5 This cultural group withdrew
from the region between 1150 and 1250 and was superseded by a
new group during the period from 1250 to 1400. 6 It is plausible
that either of these peoples could have established a limited copper
trade with other aboriginal groups, such as those in the Southeast.
However, the extent of local utilization of copper was never great.
Bandelier related that "it is quite strange that no traces of copper
implements should be met with in the Mimbres region, for native
copper occurs in the mines of Santa Rita . . . and at other
localities."7
Perhaps the first Spanish encounter with copper from Santa Rita
occurred in 1535, for Cabeza de Vaca related that in that year
some Indians in the Rio Grande region gave Andres Dorantes, one
of Cabeza de Vaca's companions, a large copper rattle or bell. The
Indians, when questioned, told the Spaniards of a large deposit of
native copper somewhere to the north of the meeting place. 8 This
deposit was quite likely the one at Santa Rita although it is possible that the Indians referred to the long-known copper deposits
in the Great Lakes region. 9 The Indians did have the ability to
make articles like the bell by hammering the pliable native copper
flat and tl1en shaping it around a mold of wood or stone. 10 D.espite
Cabeza de Vaca's rumination that "there must be foundries,"ll
there is only scant evidence that the pre-Columbian Indians of the
Southwest possessed expertise in smelting copper ore. 12 However,
there was little need for the Indians to engage in smelting since the
extrusions at Santa Rita were remarkably pure in form due to
"natural smelting."

7
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Approximately two and one-half centuries later the copper deposits at Santa Rita were viewed by a white man for the first time.
Traditionally, the date of discovery is given as 1800. 13 In that year
an Apache revealed the site to Colonel Jose Manuel Carrasco, a
Spanish officer stationed at the Presidio of Janos, about ISO miles
to the south. The Apache's incentive can only be imagined, but the
likelihood of self-preservation as a motive is great, for the Spaniards were at that time engaged in campaign to suppress the
Indians of New Mexico to bring protection to the frontier regions
of Chihuahua and Sonora.
The year 1800 as the date of discovery is perhaps more traditional than factual. The remote mountainous region encompassing
the mines had been subjected to several entradas by the Spanish
military in the last two decades of the eighteenth century. In 1780,
Juan Bautista de Anza, the Spanish governor of New Mexico,
passed near, crossing the Mimbres during his trailblazing journey
from Santa Fe to Sonora. In November and December, 1780, Captain Joseph Antonio Vildasola led an expedition into the area of
the headwaters of the Gila River and along the Mimbres River. He
engaged in one major fight with the Apaches, but made no mention of copper in his journal, and the deposits are not shown on
one contemporary map of the region. 14
Captain Francisco Martinez, from. the Presidio of Carrizal
to the southeast of Santa Rita, also led a punitive expedition into
the region in November, 1780; no mention of copper is made in his
journal for this entrada. Martinez led still another foray in
1784, and in November and December, 1785, two important expeditions entered the environs of Santa Rita del Cobre. One group,
led by Captain Antonio Cordero, included a young lieutenant
named Jose Manuel Carrasco. This group explored the Mimbres
Mountains during their hunt for Apaches and, judging from Cordero's journal, must have been near the future mines. IS The other
group, commanded by Martinez, traveled along the Mimbres
River. Enroute to the river, Martinez recorded that:

a

During the morning I continued keeping near the slopes of this
sierra [Sierra de las Burras, perhaps today's Burro Mountains] the
route to E1 Cobre. . . . At two in the afternoon one could water
two horses per man in a canyon of El Cobre which faces towards
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Santa Lucia [perhaps San Lucia Springs, about two miles
northwest of Santa Rita]. I went no further than the watering place.
Here they [Apaches] fired at me but I ignored them because they
were very high [in the surrounding mountains]. Then I set out in
the direction of Santa Lucia. 16
Martinez's cryptic mention of "El Cobre" indicates a prior
knowledge of the location, and the site could well have been the
future Santa Rita del Cobre. Whether the site had been discovered
by Martinez on one of his previous expeditions, or whether the
location was generally known among the contemporary Spaniards, is problematical. It is reasonable to assume that if Martinez knew of "El Cobre," so did Carrasco and many others,
for the journals kept by the Spanish officers were transmitted with
their reports to the Commandant General of the Internal Provinces. 11
Martinez's calmness is enigmatic, but then he was a soldier,
not a miner, and the "El Cobre" he mentioned could well have
been a lesser eriadero de cobre and not the Santa Rita deposits.
Still another explanation for Martinez's blase attitude could
be that as a eriadero, a "growing place,"ls the site summarily
belonged to the royal treasury. This principle was established by a
decree of Philip V of Spain in 174 I in response to the discovery of
the fabulous Plane has de Plata in northern Sonora in 1636. The
giant silver nuggets discovered there were not to be considered as
a mining discovery in the usual sense but as a "curiosity" or
"natural wonder" belonging exclusively to the crown. Since this
decree had been enforced at the time at the urging of Captain Juan
Bautista de Anza, whose son was governor of New Mexico from
1777 to 1787,19 it is altogether believable that Martinez, or
any other Spaniard, would give little personal heed to such a discovery. Moreover, it is likely that the remoteness of the area discouraged any who had visions of a working mine at "El Cobre."
The problem of first discovery of the Santa Rita copper deposits
aside, it is commonly held that Carrasco made the first attempts at
gleaning the extrusive copper at the site. He resigned his commission and guided about twenty comrades to the deposits, probably
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in 1801. 20 It is not known whether Jose Manuel Carrasco applied
for a grant of the property, but subsequent events would seem to
indicate that he at least held dominium utile to the site.
Ultimate ownership of all mineral deposits rested with the
crown, while the dominium utile was conceded to individuals.
This provision later carried over into the Mining Code of the
Republic of Mexico, with the government keeping the ultimate
ownership of all mineral deposits. Under Spanish mining law any
person, with some civil and ecclesiastical personnel excepted, was
free to discover and to work mines with or without the permission
of the owner of the surface. The person's right in the mines he
might discover or denounce was a conditional right, dependent
upon fulfillment of certain obligations such as registering the
discovery or claim before a justice and working the mine more or
less continuously. As long as these rules were heeded the subject
had a definite beneficial property right in the mine or claim, a
right that could be sold, bequeathed, or otherwise transferred like
any other propt::fty, known as dominium utile. The rights of the
crown in the mining property were protected by the enforcement
of these rules and by the obligation of the miner to pay to the royal
treasury the so-called "royal fifth" of all ore produced. 21
In the rugged, almost inaccessible, area south of the lofty Sierra
de Mogollon, near the headwaters of the Gila River, Carrasco
found a high mountain valley, varying from 5,800 to 6,300 feet in
elevation, which was marked by undulating hills and hemmed by
nearly perpendicular mountain walls. Immediately to the southeast was a peak with an 800-foot sheer bluff, the mountain itself
measuring more than 7,600 feet in elevation. This mountain was
accented by a single monolith, standing apart, which bore a
resemblance to a draped female figure kneeling before an altar.
This extraordinary peak Carrasco called the Kneeling Nun, and he
named the criadero de cobre "Santa Rita" after the patron saint of
stray members of a flock. 22
It is not known how much actual mining, if any, Carrasco did at
Santa Rita del Cobre. In all probability, little underground mining
was required because of the extensive amounts of high-grade cop-
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per ore which extruded above the earth's surface. Moreover, it is
distinctly possible that Carrasco, a career soldier, did not possess
any of the four elements generally necessary for mining successcapital, labor, a ready market, and a means of transporting the
ore. In the case of Santa Rita, the copper had to be transported
400 miles to Ciudad Chihuahua, the nearest smelter. It remained
for another enterprising Spaniard to draw all of these elements
together.
Don Francisco Manuel de Elguea was a wealthy merchant from
Chihuahua who held various government contracts to supply
goods to frontier presidios during the 1790s and early 1800s. 23 It
was perhaps in this capacity that Elguea first made the acquaintance of Carrasco. In 1804 Carrasco related to the Chihuahua entrepreneur the story of the criadero de cobre at Santa Rita.
Undoubtedly, Carrasco showed samples of the nearly pure copper
to Elguea, and Elguea bought Carrasco's interest (dominium utile)
in the copper deposits. If indeed Carrasco had applied for a conventionalland grant of the surface property, these rights were likewise superseded by those of Elguea. Unlike Carrasco, Elguea
possessed the requisite capital and connections to effect a profitable venture in the remote country to the north of Chihuahua.
F. M. Elguea subsequently applied for and received, presumably from the viceregal government of Mexico, a title to the Santa
Rita del Cobre grant, which encompassed the rich deposits. 24 The
extent of the original grant is not known (one square league was
the normal size), and no actual copy of a grant has ever been produced. However, Elguea's heirs were recognized by the United
States government as the rightful owners until the 1870s, when the
ownership controversy was finally resolved in favor of Martin B.
Hayes, who paid the Elguea heirs for the mines. 25
It should be emphasized that Spanish land grants were often
made with some informality regarding title papers, so that boundaries of grants were usually vague. Indeed, title papers were often
lacking because of time and various revolutions. After 1848, when
the territory came under the aegis of the United States, title
vagaries caused uncertainty regarding ownership of much land in.
New Mexico; the Santa Rita del Cobre grant received no less than
its share of notoriety in the period 1860 to 1883. Even if title
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papers had been extant, the boundaries of the grant would have
been unclear due to the remoteness of the property. It is unlikely
that the usual maps and certification to be proffered by the local
alcalde to the governor could have been in order since logically
there was no alcalde in this frontier region. 26
The logistics of establishing a frontier outpost must have been
uppermost in Francisco Manuel de Elguea's mind when he commenced workings at Santa Rita del Cobre in 1804. The valley
around Santa Rita Creek was fertile but narrow, allowing little
cultivation. However, the creek furnished water, and the hills afforded ample grazing for stock. Moreover, since the area was
heavily wooded, there was good timber for building purposes and
for fuel, and the mountains were a plentiful source of bear, deer,
antelope, turkey, and other game. The outpost depended upon cultivated districts to the south, in the valley of,the San Miguel River
and near Casas Grandes, for regular supplies of corn, flour, beans,
and other foodstuffs, but these locations were over 1SO miles
away. Larger shipments of provisions and merchandise were
taken to the mines by conductas, or guarded wagon tFains, from
. I
Ciudad Chihuahua.
.'
Elguea made two visits to the Santa Rita mines between 1804
and 1809. On his second visit, disturbed by the extreme vulnerability of the mining camp in hostile Apache territory, he built a
massive fort in the shape of an equilateral triangle. Each side
measured 200 feet, the walls were of adobe three to four feet thick,
and a martello tower of adobe stood in each of the three corners. 27
Although designed principally for protection from the Indians, the
fortress may have had a dual purpose, the second being to confine
convict labor obtained from the government. 2S
Mining operations at Santa Rita, as elsewhere on the frontiers of
New Spain, were regressive by any standards. The gleaning of extrusive copper required only minimal expertise, but such deposits
were depleted rapidly. Subterranean mining demanded technical
knowledge which was not generally available, so that at Santa
Rita, as in other mines, the methods were comparable to those
employed in Europe over 500 years before.
Extracting copper ore by .. cold mining" necessitated the exploitation of only the highest grade of ore since the process was both
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lengthy and arduous. In general, miners simply followed a promising ore lead until it ran out or they hit water. The shaft was then
abandoned and another initiated at a more promising location. 29
During the period 1804 to 1840 about fifteen such shafts were
sunk in the area of high-grade ore at Santa Rita. 30
The chief if not sole tool of the early frontier miner, whether
Spaniard, Mexican, or American, was the barreta, a long iron bar
or gad weighing approximately twenty pounds. One end was flattened and the other was pointed; the bar served as pick, drill, moil,
and lever. Miners derived their name (barreteros) from this crude
instrument. 31 It was not until 1831 that the invention of the Bickford fuse made blasting a practical reality, and not until the 1870s
and 1880s did blasting become widespread on the mining frontier
of the Southwest. 32 In 1804, and for several decades afterward, the
miner's tools were brute muscle and a twenty-pound iron bar.
Once the ore was broken loose with the barreta, it was gathered
in baskets or in ore buckets made of hide. The ore was then deposited in a pack (seroni) or large basket (teiiate) to be transported to
the surface by ore carriers (teiiateros). The seronis used at Santa
Rita held about eight arrobas (approximately 200 pounds) apiece
and were strapped on the ore carrier's back. 33 When teiiates were
used they were secured to the teiiatero's forehead by tumplines,
thus leaving both hands free for climbing. 34
Ore carriers transported their burdens up muescas, which were
notched tree trunks. At Santa Rita the trunks of juniper trees were
used, customarily in lengths of about ten feet. Notches were cut
into the trunks at intervals, and the "chicken-ladders" were bound
in place with thongs to a platform large enough for a man to stand
on to transfer to another ladder of the same size. Often the
teiiateros carried their loads more than 100 feet up the ladder networks to reach the surface. In ascending and descending the ladders they sang alabanzas, hymns much like sailor chanties. The
miners generally worked naked except for a loin cloth and
guaraches. 35 A contemporary observer of the mines at Guanajuato
noted that workers had to make a certain number of trips during
their shift "with the result that they suffer a fatigue which wastes
them away and kills them. . . . "36
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The primitive nature of these methods, which conjure visions of
the Egyptian copper mines of Nubia, necessarily precluded largescale operations. Pike's unsubstantiated mention in 1806 of
20,000 mule loads per year seems incr dible when one considers
that an average mule load was 300 pounds. If the mine were to
produce 6,000,000 pounds of copper ore annually, at least 130
full-time miners would have been required. 37 This population
seems highly unlikely, especially as early as 1806. One report has
stated a population of 600 at Santa Rita in the early days; however, if this figure were accurate, the time was probably the 1828
to 1837 period rather than the 1804 to 1809 era. 38
Despite staggering logistical problems, primitive mining methods, and vulnerability to hostile Apaches, Elguea evidently was
able to operate profitably. No doubt this was due, in part, to his
government connections. Elguea made a contract to supply the
government with copper for coinage. The common copper coin of
the period was the tlaco, which was one-eighth of a real, which in
turn was one-eighth of a peso. 39 Bartlett later reported: "It is said
that the owner [Elguea] had a contract with government to deliver
the copper there [Chihuahua] at 65 cents a pound, and that sufficient gold was found in it to pay all the cost of transportation. "40
Bartlett's price quotation is an additional argument against
heavy production figures for the early days, such as Pike's mention
of 20,000 mule loads. Production in this amount would have
yielded gross profits of approximately $4,000,000 per year, a
completely incredible sum. 41 Bartlett and Pike both, of course,
reported second-hand information.
In general, the copper ore was transported to Chihuahua by
mule trains. However, some ore was transported by the return
wagons of the conductas which brought provisions to the mines.
The belief that native copper was transported in the wagons in
one-ton blocks is unfounded despite the statements of some authorities. 42 The miners had no way to extract such a block, much less
load it, since they did not use pulleys, hoists, or windlasses in their
daily mining operations.
The trail from the mines to Ciudad Chihuahua followed Santa
Rita Creek to its juncture with Whitewater Creek, near where Fort
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Bayard would stand. It then followed the Whitewater downstream
for a few miles before cutting across country to Patchetahoo
(Apache Tejo) Springs, the first watering spot. 43 From there the
trail went to Cow Spring (Ojo de Vaca) and Carasalilla Springs,
then to the present Mexican border. From there it led to Casas
Grandes and on to Ciudad Chihuahua, a total distance of 400
miles. The trail was still plainly visible as late as 1885 even though
it was not used after about 1840. 44
It is quite likely that Elguea constructed some type of rudimentary blast furnace for melting native copper and copper ore into
ingots. It would have been awkward for mules to carry thejagged
pieces of copper ore, even if some type of packing material were
used. Such furnaces were common in Mexico at the time, and it is
known that such a furnace was constructed at Santa Rita some
time prior to 1846. 45 If the ore indeed was formed into ingots, a
good mule could have carried two ingots of 150 pounds each.
Again, it is doubtful, even with several furnaces or with no
melting at all, that the operations at Santa Rita could have produced more than about 1,000 mule loads per year. The 20,000
mule loads mentioned by Pike would have required the constant
use of at least 2,000 mules. 46
The extent of early workings at Santa Rita del Cobre, though
profitable, has probably been overestimated, both by Pike and by
later historians. Bancroft stated: "I think there is room for doubt
as to the early working of this mine [at Santa Rita], though a
beginning was probably made before 1822."41 Somewhere between the extremes of Pike's unfounded estimate and Bancroft's
disregard for Elguea's pioneer efforts lies the true picture of early
copper production at Santa Rita del Cobre.
If one assumes that 100 mules were employed, on the average,
transporting about 1,000 mule loads of copper ore per year, a
reasonable picture emerges in which perhaps two dozen miners
and their families lived and worked at Santa Rita. The 300,000
pounds of ore arriving in Ciudad Chihuahua, assuming a 60 pl(rcent assay, would have yielded $117,000 (at 65 cents per pound)
in annual gross profits for Elguea. After costs for mules, muleskinners, and miners, a handsome net profit no doubt was left, as
well as income from gold and silver extracted from the ore. Santa
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Rita del Cobre was no bonanza, but it was a profitable enterprise
judging from its continued operation for about four decades,
against heavy odds.
Little is known about Indian relations at Santa Rita in Elguea's
time, although inferences can be drawn readily from the construction of the adobe fort at the mines. The miners probably provided
their own protection without military assistance; the struggle for
Mexican independence after 1810 led to a crumbling of what was
left of military resistance on the frontier. The Apaches were able
to plunder Chihuahua and Sonora almost at will. Presumably, the
Apaches preyed upon the burro trains and conductas traveling the
routes to and from Santa Rita before 1809. Moreover, it must be
assumed that an exposed outpost such as Santa Rita was not itself
immune from Apache raiding parties.
In later years James Ohio Pattie recorded that a group of
Apaches in the region of the mines told him a tale in which the
"Spaniards" lured the Indians into the walls of their fort and then
undertook to slaughter them. This incident was the purported
cause for the unfriendly relations between the Apaches and Mexican miners working the site in Pattie's time. Since Pattie generally
used the term "Spaniards" to denote Mexicans, the incident described could have occurred at any time between the construction
of the fort around 1809 and 1826, when Pattie met with the aggrieved Indians. The Apaches also told Pattie that some of their
number had been sent to the fort in prior years to be baptized and
to serve as spies. 48
Francisco Manuel de Elguea died in 1809, and the Santa Rita
del Cobre grant, including dominium utile to the mines, passed
into the hands of his widow and heirs. Little is known about operations in the period from 1809 to 1825 except that the mines were
worked continuously, indicating that profits were being made.
Elguea's widow, Maria Antonia Elguea y Medina, subsequently
married Francisco Pablo Guerra, who assumed the management
of the copper mines, running the enterprise from Ciudad Chihuahua. 49
A contemporary observer indicated that during his tenure
Guerra realized $100,000 in profits for himself and Elguea's
heirs. 50 One superintendent of the mines at Santa Rita was Juan
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The Santa Rita underground shaft as it appeared in 1911. The shaft was unused at that time, since the Chino Copper Company
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Ofiiz [Ortiz], who operated the mines in late 1825 when a party of
Anglo-American trappers, including the Patties, Sylvester and
James, suddenly appeared there. 51 In all likelihood, Guerra leased
the mines to independent operators, so there probably were several superintendents during the 1809 to 1826 era.
The Santa Rita del Cobre property did, like the rest of the northern provinces, come under the government of the Mexican Republic in 1821, but this change probably had little or no effect on
mine operations in the frontier region. Certainly the opening of the
Santa Fe Trail in that same year eventually had an impact on the
mine. By late 1825 Anglo-American fur trappers were opening the
rich Gila River region to exploitation, and the Santa Rita del
Cobre mines became a convenient rendezvous and jumping-off
point. In time the mines fell into the hands of Anglo-Americans
and other extranjeros, but this later period, encompassing the
years 1826 to 1846, forms another chapter in the history of Santa
Rita del Cobre deserving of further research.
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MANUEL MARTiNEZ'S DITCH DISPUTE:
A STUDY IN MEXICAN PERIOD
CUSTOM AND JUSTICE
MALCOLM EBRIGHT

THE YEAR WAS 1832, the place was Abiquiu, New Mexico, and

the subject was water. The month was July, the peak of the growing season and also the rainy season. The Rio Chama, which
watered the fields of the village, regularly flooded during this
season and in so doing it washed out the dam feeding the acequia
of one of Abiquiu's leading citizens, Don Manuel Martinez.
When Don Manuel attempted to build a new dam and acequia on
the lands of his neighbor Ram6n Martinez, he was forcibly
prevented from so doing by Ram6n, and a legal battle ensued.
The resulting litigation before the ayuntamiento or council of Abiquiu and the governor of the province, documented by papers in
the Mexican Archives of New Mexico, helps illuminate some dark
corners of New Mexican history.l
The story of the dispute, as told through the documents; rounds
out the character of Don Manuel, who is better known as the prin.cipal petitioner for the Tierra Amarilla grant. The famous grant
was made in this same year, 1832; in fact, it was also in July that
Don Manuel was petitioning Governor Santiago Abreu to make
the Tierra Amarilla grant a private rather than a community
grant. 2 In the grant papers he urged the governor to overrule the
ayuntamiento, but in the ditch dispute he was trying to get the
ayuntamiento to overrule the governor, and he was saying contradictory things in each. His petitions reveal a man determined to
use every available legal procedure to obtain what he considered
to be justice.
0028-6206/79/0100-0021 $0 I .40/0
© Regents. University of New Mexico
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The documents show us the working out of conflict over water
through customary legal forms, based more on tradition than legal
codes. The path of this tradition is marked by dramas similar to
,the one here recounted, from fifteenth-century Valencia 3 to
twentieth-century fictional Milagro. 4 ' The study of Spanish customary law regarding land and water is largely a study of such
disputes.
Also clarified is the interrelationship between the central government in Santa Fe and the local ayuntamiento during the Mexican Period in New Mexico. The head of the ayuntamiento was the
alcalde mayor, his precursor. New Mexico historians like France
Scholes have minimized the power of the alcalde: "These men
were obliged, in the main, to carry out the orders which came to
them from Santa Fe. In certain instances, moreover, they were
nothing more than tools of the governors."5 While this was true
for the Spanish period, it appears that by the Mexican period local
government, especially in the Rio Arriba area, had become more
developed and strong to the point where, as here, they in effect
overruled the governor. Local officials, who were generally in office longer than the governor, began to become jealous of their
power, sometimes fighting among themselves over the extent of
their respective jurisdictions.
One such jurisdictional dispute is found in the history of the Rio
del Pueblo grant in Taos County, made in 1832. The first petition
for the grant in 1829 was referred to the ayuntamiento of Santa
Cruz which recommended in favor of the grant. But before the
grant was made, a protest was filed objecting to the making of the
grant for several reasons, one of which was that the land was
under the jurisdiction of the ayuntamiento of Taos. Three years
later a new petition was filed, complaining that the jurisdictional
dispute between the two ayuntamientos was working a hardship
'on the petitioners because they did not ,know which had authority.
This time the territorial deputation referred the petition to the
ayuntamiento of Taos, which also recommended in favor of the
grant. Governor Abreu made the grant on July 22, 1832, after a
special three-man committee appointed by the territorial deputation had also recommended that the grant be made. 6 The strength
of these local officials indicates that the later American Court of
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Private Land Claims may have been in error when it rejected land
grants made by local officials on the ground that they lacked the
power to make them.
The specifics of Don Manuel Martinez's conflict emerge
from the documents in fragments. After his dam was destroyed, he
went to see the constitutional alcalde of Abiquiu, Pedro Ignacio
Gallegos, asking that a new site for his dam be indicated to him.
According to the custom followed as early as in fifteenth-century
Spain, Gallegos appointed three experts to accompany him on an
inspection of the dam and of Don Manuel's land in general. 7 After
visiting the land, described as "abounding in all seeds and beneficial to the tithe," the party proceeded to the site of the old dam. It
had been made of branches and stones (rama y piedra) which had
washed into the river making a backwater near the lands of
Ramon Martinez. After observing that there was no place
downstream from Ramon's land suitable for a dam, the experts,
whose names or qualifications are not stated, indicated a site for
the new dam on Ramon's land, described as a marsh, unplowed
and unplanted. They noted that it was the custom for acequias to
pass through the land of others and that Ramon Martinez
would not be harmed by Don Manuel's ditch. s Ramon Martinez apparently did not agree with this determination
however; before Don Manuel could begin to build his new dam,
Ramon stopped him. That Ramon had' no liking for Don
Manuel is apparent from statements made later in the litigation,
but what makes this case more than a dispute between neighbors
is the repercussions it was to have in the chambers of the ayuntamiento of Abiquiu and in the governor's palace.
Don Manuel, not one to brook opposition easily even though he
was sick in bed, fired off the first of many petitions to Governor
Abreu. 9 This petition of July 3 was apparently drafted by Don
Manuel, for it contains phraseology characteristic of documents
signed by him, but this one was signed on his behalf by Jose Maria
Chavez, who was a member of the five-man ayuntamiento of Abiquiu. This would seem in retrospect to be a serious conflict of
interest, since the ayuntamiento was usually called upon to make
an impartial report to the governor regarding the facts claimed by
the petitioner and in this instance it rendered the de facto decision.
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In the beginning sentences of his petition, Don Manuel came
into direct conflict with statements he made two and a half
months earlier in his petition for the Tierra Amarilla grant. As
principal petitioner for that grant, he was not allowed to own a
substantial amount of land, so he stated in the grant petition that
his lands were "so worn out, and so much impoverished and sick,
that with the most exquisite care, they will not produce even what
is necessary."IO But when he was required to show the importance
of his acequia in this new litigation, he wrote of his "considerable
sown land" which he specified to have been five fanegas of wheat
and two of corn. In addition he had two or three fanegas of land
ready for sowing beans. It is apparent that Don Manuel had a
facility for saying whatever the occasion demanded.
Continuing his petition, he told Governor Abreu the story related above, adding that before he could complete his dam and
acequia, his neighbor Ramon had protested to Alcalde Gallegos
who had then ordered Don Manuel to suspend work. He ended by
asking the governor to order the ayuntamiento to allow his work
on the dam and acequia to continue. The same day, Governor
Abreu ordered the ayuntamiento to report back to him as to
whether the dam in question would harm Ramon's land and
whether there were a more suitable place where the dam might be
built without prejudice to Ramon's land.
The next day, the ayuntamiento met in the casa consistorial and
drew up its report, which basically corroborated what Don
Manuel had said: It was their considered opinion, as well as that
of the experts, that the dam would not harm Ramon's land since it
was already a marsh. 11 When Governor Abreu read this report, he
ordered Alcalde Gallegos to carry out what had been decided by
the ayuntamiento and the alcalde then ordered that Don Manuel
could continue work on his dam and acequia. It looked like an
easy victory for Don Manuel, until Ramon's petition of July 7
reached the governor, disclosing that he had a few tricks remaining.
Ramon started by flatly denying the finding of the three experts
and of the ayuntamiento. He said that the acequia ran through the
middle of his field and did in fact harm it. He then referred the
governor's attention to a decree from an earlier ditch dispute
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which Don Manuel had lost and which Ramon claimed was binding on him in this new case. The most damaging part of the older
decree was the accusation that Manuel attempted to bribe the
judge with two fat cows (dos hacas gordas)! The new evidence was
enough for Governor Abreu, who voided the ayuntamiento's decision of July 4 and nullified his decree of the same date, stating that
these were rendered without full disclosure of the facts. 12
Don Manuel must still have been in poor health, for it was nine
days before he fired off the first of a brace of petitions, using an
arsenal of legal procedures which in the end proved to be too
much for his opponent. Moreover, his rubric was a bit shaky. Don
Manuel directed his latest petition to Alcalde Gallegos asking him
to order Ramon to produce the 1816 document and to provide
Don Manuel with a witnessed copy. He wrote that he intended to
prove that Ramon had lied, that he did not attempt to bribe the
judge commissioned to decide the earlier lawsuit, that actually he
was never even notified of the action or given the opportunity to
be heard. 13 The second part of his two-pronged attack on Ramon's
attempted character assassination came in yet another petition to
Alcalde Gallegos (made on the same day) asking him to summon
citizen Marcos Delgado before him to answer certain questions
regarding the alleged bribe. Delgado, who listed his occupation as
parish choir master, was the one who Ramon claimed to have carried the bribe offer to the judge. 14 The key questions which Don
Manuel wished Gallegos to ask Delgado were whether or not Don
Manuel had given him a message of an offer to Judge Juan Rafael
Ortiz of two fat cows if he would decide in Don Manuel's favor
and, if so, the day, hour and place that this happened. He mentioned incidentally that Ortiz was a very dear friend of his opponent in that case, Mariano Martin. Mariano was the alJerez
(standard bearer) for the Abiquiu militia and (coincidentally)
Ramon's father. IS
July 16 was evidently a day of tremendous activity for Don
Manuel, for besides these two petitions to Alcalde Gallegos he also
wrote one to Governor Abreu protesting the earlier report of the
ayuntamiento regarding his petition for the Tierra Amarilla grant.
This was a long elaborate document continuing the argument that
the Tierra Amarilla grant should be a private grant to Don
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Manuel Martinez's petition of July 20, 1832: Courtesy of the State Records Center and
Archives, Santa Fe.
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Manuel and his family instead of a community grant as the ayuntamiento had recommended. But he was not successful with this
one, for the Tierra Amarilla was declared a community grant by
the territorial deputation. 16 Don Manuel must have been sorely
disappointed, as a lot of work had gone into the petition. Indeed,
two drafts of this petition still exist. It is quite possible that the first
draft was prepared by Don Manuel, but the final copy by someone
else, maybe Jose Maria Chavez who had signed an earlier petition. 17
Don Manuel was not fazed by his output of the 16th, however,
for the next day he prepared and presented in person another petition to Alcalde Gallegos. In an apparent attempt to reopen the
1816 case, he asked the alcalde to certify at the foot of the document the procedure used to take Don Manuel's ditch from him by
juez comisionado Juan Rafael Ortiz. Don Manuel seemed to be appealing for Alcalde Gallegos, whose "well known integrity" is
mentioned, to assert jurisdiction in that case since he had been serving as alcalde at that time as well. There is also a hint of rivalry
between the two alcaldes, since Ortiz was a prominent Santa Fe
citizen and politician,ls
Though the facts of the earlier case were extraneous to this one,
the document illustrates the role played by local officials in determining what custom was. The questions asked of Alcalde Gallegos
in the petition and his answers reveal that he was considered a sort
of arbiter of custom, as when he wrote that, "the force of custom
in this jurisdiction is so great that existing acequias which were
built long ago cross the lands of different owners and no dam has
been located [solely] on private property."19 Don Manuel realized
that the words and prestige of Alcalde Gallegos, who also served a
term in the territorial deputation,20 would have a powerful effect
in determining the outcome of the contest with Ram6n.
Armed with Alcalde Gallegos's answers, Don Manuel continued
his barrage of petitions, addressing one to the full ayuntamiento
the next day, July 18. He attacked the statements made by Ram6n
concerning the alleged harm accruing to his field from Don
Manuel's dam and acequia. This indeed was the crux of the conflict and Don Manuel proved himself to be a master of belittlement
when he referred to Ram6n's "imaginary field." It was not a field
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at all, he wrote, for "it is public knowledge that his ranch has gone
uncultivated because of the irremediable impossibility of having
even remote hopes of an acequia for farming it." He then reminded their excellencies that they themselves ordered him to
build his dam and run his ditch where he did. 21 He was clearly
playing to the ayuntamiento's sense of honor (as well as his own,
which he claimed had been badly injured) and to their sense'of
jurisdictional power when he stated that under the governing law
of 1813 they had been charged with protecting life and property
in their jurisdiction. 22
What he asked the ayuntamiento to do, essentially, was to inform the governor that the statements in Ram6n's July 7 petition
were not true. But before they could do so, they had to serve the
papers Don Manuel had set in motion in his attack of the 16th, the
interrogatory to Marcos Delgado and the request to Ram6n to produce the 1816 document. Each of these produced some surprises.
On July 18, cantor Marcos Delgado appeared before Alcalde
Gallegos and two witnesses and answered under oath that he knew
nothing of the alleged bribe offer he was said to have carried to
Juan Rafael Ortiz. He mentioned that after the 1816 lawsuit, Don
Manuel was compelled to move a dam he had on the lands of
Mariano Martinez and (by inference) that it was Ortiz himself
who made the allegation about the bribe. Delgado, however, was
sure that Ortiz couldn't prove his charge. 23 Also on the 18th,
Alcalde Gallegos issued a summons directing Ram6n to appear
and to produce the 1816 document. 24 But on the same day
Ram6n replied and refused to do so, stating that his mother said
that only the governor could make him produce documents, and if
Don Manuel wanted a copy he could go to the courthouse in Santa
Fe and get one!25
The tone of the reply rather clearly demonstrated Ram6n's bad
faith, and Don Manuel was cleared of the bribery charge by Delgado's testimony. The ayuntamiento had all it needed to make its
report to the governor as Don Manuel had requested. On July 19
the ayuntamiento met in its official chambers (sala constitutional)
and considered Don Manuel's latest petition regarding the acequia. The resulting statement (manifestaci6n) had a strongly indignant tone, suggesting to Governor Abreu that he should have
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asked for another report from the ayuntamiento after Ramon's
July 7 petition, "for this step would have resulted in the complete
disclosure· of the deception with which the said Ramon Martinez
deceived your excellency in everything he stated to you." Because
the governor relied solely on Ramon's petition regarding a matter
already decided by the ayuntamiento, that body felt that its honor
and decorum had been compromised. The report went on to reiterate the key points in the dispute, first that the ayuntamiento had
already made a determination of where Don Manuel's dam should
be built, based on the opinion of the three experts; second, that it
was also determined that Ramon's land would not be harmed by
the dam and acequia; and third, that Ramon was told to appear at
the time this determination was made to state the motives he had
for preventing Don Manuel's acequia from passing across his land,
as well as to present any documents he might have relating to the
matter. Ramon answered that he had no documents, but simply
did not want a ditch of Manuel Martinez to pass through any part
of his land, a very capricious attitude in the opinion of the council.
The final and most important point, one that Don Manuel completely overlooked because of his outrage at the bribe charge, was
that the 1816 document did not "have the slightest connection
with a new dam which the ayuntamiento in view of its powers
gave and had the power to give," because "by its time, difference
in place and circumstance, [it] has not the slightest relation to
what the ayuntamiento decided." Here again was a strong appeal
for· the primacy of local court decision. For all these reasons,
Governor Abreu was asked to reverse his decision of the 7th which
had been in Ramon's favor. 26
But before the governor could consider the ayuntamiento's petition, Don Manuel executed still another petition to Abreu on July
20, dealing with the bribery charge. Apparently Don Manuel felt
compelled to bring to the governor's attention the favorable testimony of Marcos Delgado and the refusal of Ramon to produce the
1816 document, neither of which was mentioned in the ayuntamiento's report. Don Manuel attached copies of each of these, and
asked the governor to make a decree in view of the new testimony,
so that he could "defend himself as an upright man against the
bribe charge made against him." Governor Abreu answered in the
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margin that he should file a complaint in the proper court against
the man he claimed had injured his honor. 27 Don Manuel, however, was not satisfied with this answer, so on July 27, he sent his
seventh and final petition in this litigation, again directed to
Governor Abreu. This time he simply asked the governor to make
a decree in this lawsuit in the space at the bottom of his petition.
Governor Abreu acceded to the request and on July 28, in effect
terminated the lawsuit in Don Manuel's favor by ordering the
ayuntamiento to decide the case "according to what you believe is
. . . justice and . . . according to the uses and customs which
have been observed in your jurisdiction. "28 Since the ayuntamiento had already decided in Don Manuel's favor, he had clearly
won his victory. Presumably, he could irrigate his fields, protected
by the ayuntamiento's decision which Alcalde Gallegos stood
ready to enforce, and secure in the knowledge that his honor (and
that of the ayuntamiento) had been vindicated.
The ayuntamiento's forceful petition of July 19, which turned
the tide in Don Manuel's favor, was not unique in this period of
New Mexico history. The ayuntamiento of Taos was also exhibiting its independence and jurisdictional power, even to the
point of refusing to obey an order from Governor Facundo Melgares. This occurred in 1822, when the governor granted the petition of a group of Jicarilla Apaches who wanted to settle at the
village of Cieneguilla. No report on the petition had been requested from the ayuntamiento of Taos and when they were summarily ordered to allot land to the Jicarillas, they wrote a strong
protest to the governor citing numerous reasons why the village
did not want the Indians. The land had already been granted to
the Spanish (in 1795 by Governor Fernando Chac6n), wrote the
Taos council, and this argument was presumably enough to induce Melgares to rescind his order. 29
Also involving the Taos ayuntamiento were two attempts (one in
1827 and the other in 1837) to obtain a farming grant on land previously given as a grazing grant (the Rancho del Rio Grande
grant) for the benefit of the Crist6bal de la Serna grant. When
asked by the governor for its report, the ayuntamiento recommended that the petitions be denied because the first grant was
still valid and it was necessary to protect the water supply of the
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settlement of San Francisco de las Trampas by preventing any irrigation of land immediately upstream. The governor followed their
recommendation each time. 30
The Martinez affair in Abiquiu and the instances in Taos show
fairly clearly that local government in the north had acquired a
substantial amount of autonomy in the Mexican period. Local
councils expected to be consulted on all matters affecting their
jurisdictions, and their procedures had developed to the point
where they sometimes appointed special committees to make recommendations to the full ayuntamiento. 31 They were a far cry
from the one-man local government that existed during much of
the Spanish period and were anything but "tools of the governor."
Another aspect of local government illuminated by these documents is the administration of justice.
So little is known about the court system in New Mexico during
the Mexican period that Bancroft's analysis of 1889 still holds true
today, that "all is very confusing."32 This confusion is compounded by the loss or destruction of the archives of the ayuntamientos, especially in the north. The archives of the Taos Council
were seized from the alcalde's house during the 1847 rebellion
and destroyed. 33 The archives of the Santa Cruz ayuntamiento
were removed from the custody of the Museum of New Mexico
during the early statehood period and sold to a Kansas City book
dealer. The New Mexico State Records Center and the Federal
Government each unsuccessfully attempted to replevin these
records. 34 The archives of the Abiquiu ayuntamiento are still missing. All these archives probably contain records of other litigation
involving land and water, which would tell us more about what
procedures were used and what laws, if any, were followed in
deciding these disputes.
No formal legal system was ever established in New Mexico by
either the Spanish or Mexican authorities, though one was provided for in 1828. The plan called for a district judge, an attorney
general, a clerk and a constable, but it was never put into effect,
even though funds had been appropriated for salaries, because of
the lack of trained lawyers in New Mexico. Instead, Licenciado
Antonio Barreiro was sent in 1831 to act as asesor or legal adviser
to the territorial authorities. 35 Barreiro only stayed three years, but
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in that time he formed a rather low opinion of the condition of the
administration of justice. In 1832 he expressed these views in his
famous Ojeada Sabre Nuevo Mexico: "Whoever has a slight conception of the ignorance which reigns in this country, will not require other colors to paint vividly the deplorable and doleful state
in which the administration of justice finds itself." There was no
one in the territory, he believed, capable of preparing legal procedures. 36
.
Lie. Barreiro was undoubtedly mistaken in this, given the evidence presented here. There was at least one person, Don Manuel
Martinez. The variety of legal procedures which he used, including counterparts to pretrial interrogatories and motions to
produce documents used now, is surprising, and his skill in arguing his case is impressive. His case demonstrates how custom often
took the place of a formal legal system in New Mexico. Custom is
the practice of the majority of the people in a particular place in
all things including lawsuits, the "unwritten law that has been introduced by use," which has influenced society from medieval
Spain to the present. 37 Certainly in Manuel Martinez's time,
custom governed the settlement of disputes and likely also the
granting of land much more than written law. 38
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SECULARIZATION OF FOUR
NEW MEXICAN MISSIONS

LAWHENCE AND LUCIA KINNAIRD

THE MOST SENSATIONAL NEWS to reach New Mexico in 1767 was

that the Jesuits had been expelled from all Spanish possessions and
their missions in Sinaloa, Sonora, and Baja California turned over
to the Franciscans. Arriving at about the same time was unpleasant news for the Franciscans. A few days after Viceroy Croix had
ordered the arrest of all Jesuits on June 24, 1767, he approved the
secularization of Franciscan missions at Santa Fe, Santa Cruz de
la Canada, Albuquerque, and EI Paso. The government was obviously tightening its control over the mission system.
Under existing conditions, it was surprising that efforts to
secularize these New Mexican missions had been delayed so long.
The mission of Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe at EI Paso was more
than a century old. The missions of Santa Fe and Santa Cruz de la
Canada had been in existence for over seventy years. I Missions
were not designed to be permanent. When the missionaries had
completed the task of Christianizing their Indians and had taught
them to be self-sustaining village dwellers, they were expected to
move on to other areas and turn over their missions to curates, or
parish priests. The financial significance of secularization was
that missionaries received sinodos which were government
stipends; the curates had to be supported by their parishioners. 2
Missions in New Mexico differed from those established among
primitive tribes because missions usually consisted only of a
church or chapel adjacent to an Indian pueblo and a house for a
Franciscan. The Pueblo Indians were already agricultural and
self-sustaining village dwellers. Another difference in New Mexico
was that, from the time of the reconquest after the Pueblo revolt,
0028-6206/79/0100-0035$00.70/0
© Regents, University of New Mexico
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Franciscans at Santa Fe, Santa Cruz de la Cafiada, and Albuquerque were expected to devote more time to serving Spanish settlers than Indians. As the Spanish population increased. the
Indians decreased, so that there were too many Spaniards and not
enough Indians in those places to justify maintaining missionaries
at government expense.
From the time of Santa Fe's re-establishment, Spanish settlers
there had always outnumbered the surviving Indian population.
In population records, unless otherwise specified, the term
Spanish was very broadly used to include Spaniards, mestizos,
mulattoes, and even Hispanized Indians from the Valley of Mexico
and elsewhere who had been brought north as settlers. For example, in 1695, Padre Francisco Farfan, the Franciscan procurador_
conducted seventy Mexican families from EI Paso and founded the
villa of Santa Cruz de la Cafiada. This new villa had a military
guard and was organized under an alcalde mayor. Padre Moreno
was the first minister and his duties seem to have been more to
serve the settlers than to Christianize the local Indians. When, in
1706, Governor Cubero founded the villa of Albuquerque with
thirty families, the same situation existed. 3
Prior to the secularization decision, there had been various inspections of New Mexican missions and conditions there were well
known. The most careful survey was made by Bishop Tamaron of
Durango in 1760. He set out from EI Paso in April with a retinue
of sixty-four men and an armed guard of twenty-two soldiers. At
the various missions and settlements, he confirmed 13,544
Indians, mestizos, and Spaniards. The visita, which lasted approximately three months, met no open opposition from the Franciscans. 4 The Marques de Rubi, on his inspection tour of the
northern frontier of New Spain, visited New Mexico in August and
September of 1766. Nicolas de Lafora, who kept the official
record of the Rubi expedition, wrote at EI Paso that "the inhabitants at Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe are Spaniards,
mestizos, mulattoes, and Indians of the Tigua and Piro nations,
and some gen{zaros." Along the right bank of the Rio Grande to
the east there were four other missions. In his description of the
presidio of EI Paso which was adjacent to the Guadalupe mission,
l.:.afora wrote that "the captain of the company is also the alcalde
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mayor, and the people are administered by five Franciscans who
attend the five missions, each with a stipend of four hundred pesos
annually paid by his Majesty." Then he added that "these stipends
could be saved by placing there two curates with assistants," and
observed that "this saving would be by no means small." The
same reasoning was applied to other missions of New Mexico. 5
As the result of recommendations by the Bishop of Durango and
various other reports on conditions in New Mexico, Fiscal Velarde
recommended to Viceroy Croix that four of the twenty-eight New
Mexican missions be secularized. The recommendation was approved, and on July 18, 1767, Croix transmitted the secularization order to New Mexico's Governor Mendinueta. Velarde's
document of July 4, 1767, was historically important not only
because it initiated secularization in New Mexico, but also
because it gave the most accurate statistics for the four principal
New Mexican population centers in the late 1760s. It revealed the
surprising fact that at Santa Fe, Santa Cruz de la Canada, and
Albuquerque the only Indians served by the Franciscans were
gen{zaros, Indians who had been captured as children and reared
in Spanish families. Usually they were from such tribes as
Apaches, Comanches, or Navajos. Since these Indian children
were trained as servants by Spaniards, they learned the Span~sh
language and mode of life. Consequently, they had more contacts
with Spaniards than with Pueblo Indians, and were eventually absorbed into the mixed Spanish population. Thus the gen{zaros
added one more element to that great Spanish frontier "melting
pot." Only at the EI Paso mission were there some Indian families,
Piros and Tiguas, who could not speak Spanish.
Few documents pertaining to early New Mexican history are
more significant than those which marked the beginning of mission secularization. Following are English translations of the letters, which now reside in the Bancroft library.6
MOST EXCELLENT SENOR:
The subject discussed in this document is one which was proposed
by the Bishop of Durango in a letter of October 15, 1765, in regard
to the change into Clerical parishes of four of the twenty-eight missions in the district of New Mexico. They are now in charge of the

38

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 54:1 1979

Franciscan Observant Friars of the Provincia del Santo Evangelio
of this realm. They are: the mission of the capital villa Santa Fe,
the mission of Santa Cruz de _a Cafiada, the mission of the villa of
Alburquerque, and the mission named El Paso del Norte. *
In the first the governor resides and the presidio under his command is situated there. The second and third are each the head of
an alcalde mayor's jurisidiction; and at the fourth is situated
another presidio also named El Paso. From confirmatory reports
containing practical knowledge made by the Vicar Ecclesiastical
Judge of the province of New Mexico, Don Santiago Roybal, formerly ecclesiastic here, which he communicated to the Bishop of
Durango, and from those made by his Eminence to your Excellency on the 15th of October, 1765, on the 10th of April of the
present year, and the one dated the 24th of January made by the
governor of New Mexico, the following conclusion results. The four
missions mentioned above are in a condition suitable for delivery
to the diocese to be formed into parishes because they have a sufficient number of parishioners, Spanish and other civilized people,
who, with their contributions, will furnish a competent sustenance
to their parishes. Thus the stipend will be saved to the royal
treasury with which it assists the friars at present employed in
them. This fact verifies the report and records of visits made in that
province by the governor himself. These documents are to be found
in the possession of the fiscal.
From them it appears that the capital villa of Santa Fe has two
hundred and seventy-four families of Spaniards and other civilized
people which total one thousand four hundred and fifty-eight persons of both sexes. In addition, there are eighty soldiers of the
presidio garrison who represent just that many more families who
comprise five hundred and fifty-two persons. The Indian families
in the said capital amount to thirty-six and comprise one hundred
and twenty-eight persons. They belong to those known as genizaros who were captured when they were young, or ransomed
from the wild barbarians, and reared in the homes of Spaniards;
and, as such, they speak and understand the Spanish language perfectly. From all this it is clear that the mission of the capital villa is
ready to be made into a parish.
From the reports regarding the town of Santa Cruz de la Cafiada,
the head of that jurisdiction, it appears to have two hundred and
• Spellings and accents in the documents are kept faithful to the Spanish.
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twelve families of Spaniards and other civilized people comprising
one thousand three hundred and six persons. There are only five
families of Indians here consisting of fifteen persons, all genizaros
who, as has been said, because of having been brought up among
Spaniards from childhood, speak and understand the Spanish
language. The same thing is true in the town of Alburquerque and
its district. For according to the evidence gathered from the
aforesaid reports, it has two hundred and fifty families of Spaniards and other civilized people, totalling one thousand five hundred and fifty-one persons. There are only thirty-one Indian
families comprising one hundred and forty-five persons who are
also among those called genizaros. In the presidio of El Paso also,
according to the account of the governor and report of visits made
by him, there exists at the present time the same disproportion between the families and persons of civilized people and the families
and persons of Indians. Of the latter it appears that there are only
ninety-seven, comprising three hundred and forty-five persons,
while there are two hundred and forty Spanish families which include one thousand five hundred and fifty-one persons.
The fiscal thinks that in the said missions there is an incomparably
greater number of Spaniards and other civilized people than of
Indians. Since the first pay tithes with which their priests can be
supported, it does not appear just or equitable that because of the
smaller number of the second they should continue to depend upon
stipends when the Illustrious Senor Bishop furnishes priests who
will serve without them. Although in the mission of El Paso there
are Piros and Tiguas Indians who speak their own language, it appears that the missionaries do not know it. Since the Senor Bishop
offers to provide the mission with a qualified priest, it is to be
presumed that he will know the language of those Indians. Although the Reverend Father Commissary General of San Francisco
of this New Spain in his report does not consider this proper, yet
many of the reasons upon which he bases his contention persuade
one to deduce that these missions are already in a condition to
make this possible. There is evidence that these are the ones possessing the greatest number of civilized people as well as the most
thriving. This is true to such an extent that they are in the habit of
providing not only for the other missions, but even for the inhabitants.
The other reasons which the Reverend Father Commissary General
offers in support of his opinion are contrary to those advanced by
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the Vicar Ecclesiastical Judge and the Governor of New Mexico
and substantiated by the most Illustrious Senor Bishop. The first
two are eyewitnesses of the things they report while the Reverend
Father Commissary depends solely upon the information given
him by the missionaries in those parts. The other reports deserve, in
justice, more attention and credence. They leave no chance to the
fiscal to disregard them, especially since it appears that those
parishes would be sufficiently supported without the expense of the
stipends. His Illustrious Reverence asserts that he has persons
familiar with the ministry with whom to provide them. It is of no
less importance that, as a result of the rivalry between the priests
who may be put in those missions and the friars who will remain in
the others, they will both strive to excel each other in their pastoral
ministry.
In view of all this, your Excellency will be pleased to order that the
aforesaid four missions of Santa Fe, la Canada, Alburquerque,
and El Paso shall be erected into parishes as proposed by his
Eminence the Senor Bishop. You will also order that he be informed of this decision with a copy of it so that when he has
selected suitable persons to serve in those positions they will present
themselves, in accordance with the rules of the Royal Patronage,
before the Royal Audiencia of Guadalajara where such matters are
now executed in that district. Thus, after the collation has taken
place, they may receive the missions, their churches, and property.
The Reverend Commissary General must be informed of this so
that he in turn shall carry out his orders by transmitting them to
the missionary padres for their observance.
Mexico, July 4,1767.
(signed)
VELARDE
Mexico, July 11,1767.
As requested by the Senor Fiscal who sends copies of his petition to
his Eminence the Bishop, to the most Reverend Commissary of San
Francisco, to the Governor of New Mexico, and to the President of
the Royal Audiencia of Guadalajara.
(signed)
DE CROIX
It agrees with its originals referred to me which remain in the office of Government and War of this Kingdom under my charge.
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And so that it may be made known to his Reverence, the Commissary General of San Francisco, in virtue of the order I issue the
present document. Mexico, July 16, 1767.
JOSEPH DE GORRAEZ (Rubric)
No. 946
I herewith submit to your Excellency the enclosed document of my
resolution to make parishes of the four missions of Santa Fe, La
Canada, Alburquerque, and EI Paso which, in those provinces,
have been under the charge of the regular rule of San Francisco.
This is forwarded to you so that such steps as shall fall within your
jurisdiction may be taken.
May God preserve your Excellency's life many years.
Mexico, July 18, 1767.
MARQUES DE CROIX (Rubric)
New Mexico
Senor Don Pedro Fermin de Mendinueta

NOTES
I. The mission of Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe at the ford (EI Paso) of the Rio
Grande was founded by Padre Garcia de Zuniga among the Mansos Indians in
1659. A church was built there and dedicated in 1668. The Pueblo revolt in 1680
caused a great influx of refugees from the upper Rio Grande and in 1682 the
presidio of El Paso was established. The missions of Santa Fe and Santa Cruz de
la Canada were created in the 1690s during the process of reconquest. Hubert
Howe Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mexico (San Francisco, 1889),
182-83,205,213-14.
2. Herbert Eugene Bolton, "The Mission as a Frontier Institution in the
Spanish American Colonies," reprinted in John Francis Bannon, ed., Bolton and
the Spanish Borderlands (Norman, Oklahoma, 1964), 192-93.
3. Bancroft, History, pp. 213-14, 228.
4. Bancroft, History, p. 257.
5. Lawrence Kinnaird, ed., The Frontiers of New Spain: Nicolas LafoTa's
Description, 1766-1768 (Berkeley, 1959), p. 83.
6. Velarde to Croix, July 4, 1767, and Croix to Mendinueta, July 18, 1767,
MSS in the Pinart collection, Bancroft Library, University of California,
Berkeley.
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News Notes
THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN AMERICAN STUDIES CONFERENCE will be held
from April 19 to 21, 1979, on the University of New Mexico campus.
The theme will be "The American Southwest: Images and Trends." Further information may be obtained from the Department of American
Studies, The University of New Mexico, Albuquerque 87131.
THE NATIONAL TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION will sponsor its
Southwest/Plains conference on the weekend of April 26 through 28,
1979, in the Sheraton Inn, Santa Fe. The conference will explore the
relationship of archaeology to historic preservation in order to make
preservationists and archaeologists more aware of innovative approaches to historic preservation. For further information, contact Cynthia Emerick, NTHP Southwest/Plains Office, 903 Colcord Building,
Oklahoma City 73105.
THE TWENTIETH ANNUAL Arizona Historical Convention will meet on
April 27 and 28, 1979. The theme will be "The Peoples of Arizona." Interested persons should contact Professor Roger Nichols, Department of
History, University of Arizona, Tucson 85721 for program details.
THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE of the Archaeological Society of New Mexico will be held at the Red Rock State Park and Convention Center on the
same busy weekend, April 27 through 29. Activities will include papers
on recent research, a social hour, a banquet and a field trip in the Gallup
area. For details, write Betty Kelly, Gallup Archaeological Society, Box
131, Gallup 87301.

THE CALVIN HORN SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST:
WINNING ESSAYS, 1978

The New Mexico Historical Review is particularly pleased to
publish, for the first time, the four winning essays from the Calvin
Horn Historical Scholarship Contest. Our interest comes from
three sources. First, as an agency of the University of New Mexico,
we recogni~e the benefits that accrue to the state's universities as a
result of the scholarships, not only in terms of tuitions paid, but
more importantly in the encouragement given to top New Mexico
students to remain in the state for their education. Second, the selfish reason, the contest and the Review's co-sponsorship brings the
NMHR to the attention of some students, teachers, and parents
who might not have learned of our existence otherwise. Third, the
contest encourages the further study of the broad spectrum of subjects available out of New Mexico's past, a goal very like our own.
For all of this, we have one man to thank-Calvin Horn, businessman, regent, historian, friend of the Review, of the university, and
of education and the benefits it brings to his state.
The young people who have written these essays deserve accolades as well. Their essays speak for themselves about long
hours of research and writing resulting in products which are riot
just interesting high school term papers, but actually contributions to scholarship. These essays can well serve as examples for
future entrants, since they have received very little editorial
assistance; they needed very little. Curt, Ruleen, Jacaleen, and
Annabelle receive the congratulations of Mr. Horn and the
Review, and the thanks of all New Mexicans who are concerned
with preserving their state's past. Future entrants, note: Rules for
the contest are found on the next page of this issue.
0028-6206/79/0100-0043 $03.00/0
© Regents, University of New Mexico
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CALVIN HORN HISTORICAL SCHOLARSHIP
CONTEST NEWS
THE CALVIN HORN HISTORICAL SCHOLARSHIPS are available to New Mexico eleventh and
twelfth graders who have composed worthy essays concerning some aspect of New Mexico's history. Four one-year full tuition scholarships are awarded each year to any New
Mexico state university. All entries should reach the judges on or before April I, 1979. The
following rules apply:
a. Students must be enrolled in an accredited New Mexico public or private high
school in the eleventh or twelfth grades during the school year 1978-1979.
b. Subject matter for the essay is not limited, except that it must pertain to the history
of New Mexico as defined by the NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW (see inside
front cover).
c. The essay should not exceed 3.500 words and should conform to the style of the
NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW. The essay should also include a bibliography.
d. The essay should reflect the student's own research into original sources and
should expose new information or give a new viewpoint on previously considered subjects. Resource material may include documentary evidence, oral interviews, and
other generally accepted sources of historical data.
e. Entries postmarked no later than April I. 1979, should be sent to Calvin Horn
Historical Scholarship Contest, NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW. Mesa Vista
1013. University of New Mexico. Albuquerque, 87131.
f. Entries will be judged by members of the staff and editorial boards of the REVIEW
based on historical scholarship and quality of presentation. Winners will be announced before June I, 1979. and in a subsequent number of the NEW MEXICO
HISTORICAL REVIEW.
g. Scholarships must be used in the academic year following the winner's graduation
from high school.
More information may be obtained by calling the NMHR office, (505) 277-5839.

HORN ESSAYS
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BILINGUAL AND SPANISH-LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS
IN TERRITORIAL NEW MEXICO
ANNABELLE M. OCZON

DURING THE SPANISH AND MEXICAN ERAS, New Mexico had no
public and very few parochial schools; the resulting illiteracy
made it a poor area for journalists. Nevertheless, three Spanishlanguage papers appeared in Santa Fe during the Mexican era.
The first printing press was brought into New Mexico by way of
the Santa Fe Trail by the caravan of Josiah Gregg in the summer
of 1834. This press was bought by Ramon Abreu, a Santa Fe resident. 1 In August or September of the same year, a small newspaper was published in Santa Fe. This newspaper, El Crepusculo
de la Libertad (The Dawn of Liberty), was published by Antonio
Barreiro as an aid in his campaign for election to a second term as
deputy to the Mexican Congress. El Crepusculo de la Libertad was
issued weekly for a month to fifty subscribers. Barreiro was
assisted by Jesus Maria Baca, a printer whose origins are
unknown. It was soon abandoned when Barreiro had accomplished his object of being re-elected.
The press was later purchased by Father Antonio Jose Martinez
who moved it to Taos where he published various pamphlets,
religious tracts and educational materials for his students. 2 He
owned it from 1835 to about 1840. At that time he was the only
man who had any real use for a printing press. 3
The press was purchased from Father Martinez after 1840 by
authorities and moved to Santa Fe for the purpose of printing an
official periodical. Donaciano Vigil, who later became the governor of the territory during the military occupation period (18461851), proposed that a new periodical be published at the expense
of the government. This was authorized by the governor and La
Verdad was established. 4 It was a Spanish weekly which began
publication in November 1842 until the early part of June 1845. 5
Vigil was the editor, and Jesus Maria Baca was the printer.
The imprint "Imprenta del Gobierno de ].M.B." means "Imprenta del Gobierno de Jesus Marta Baca" which gives evidence
that Baca was the printer. The imprint "Imprenta del Gobierno"
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and the subtitle of the paper "Peri6dico del Gobierno del Departamento" show that in 1845 the press had become an organ of the
government. 6
The successor of La Verdad was El Payo de Nuevo Mejico,
which succeeded it in June 1845. After the suspension of La Verdad, Vigil proposed to the departmental assembly that they
authorize the new governor, Don Jose Chavez y Castillo to
establish a new periodical at government expense. Vigil was again
probably the editor. 7 El Payo de Nuevo Mejico was also a Spanish
weekly; its short life ended a few months later in August 1845. 8
These three newspapers were the pioneers of newspapering in
the state, but true journalism arrived in New Mexico in the form of
the bilingual Santa Fe Republican. Published by Oliver P. Hovey
and Edward T. Davies and edited by George R. Gibson, its first
issue appeared on September 10, 1847. 9 It set a pattern for most of
the early papers by dividing its pages between two languages. It
was a well printed four-page weekly, two pages in Spanish and
two pages in English. I 0
In the first issue, the editor announced that the subscription
price would be two dollars for a term of six months. I I The subscription list was quite large-seven hundred subscribers. 12 This
was a factor in the newspaper's success.
Weekly newspapers published partly in Spanish and partly in
English have been printed continuously since 1847. Although
there were some efforts to break away from this pattern, most territorial editors followed the bilingual practice. The Spanishlanguage portion of the newspaper was usually a translation of the
English language copy. Moreover, it was usually a translation of
the previous week's English copy. A unique problem appeared
during this era; a predominantly Anglo-American press had the
challenge of serving an overwhelmingly Spanish-American population. Despite the heavy usage of the Spanish language in
newspapers, only about twelve percent (ten out of eighty) of the
journalists were Spanish-Americans. Apparently other SpanishAmericans were employed only to translate the English language
copy into Spanish. 13
A few other bilingual publications were: The Santa Rosa Sun,
the most important weekly newspaper in Santa Rosa (1902-1923);
El Boletin Popular of Santa Fe (1885 to around 1910), another
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weekly; Eco del Rio Grande, a weekly at Las Cruces (about
September 1875 to March 1878); the Mora County Sentinel and
El Combate, the product of a merger of the weekly bilingual Mora
County Sentinel and the Spanish language weekly, El Combate
(from January 6, 1911 into 1913)"~ El Dem6crata in Santa Fe,
published by Miguel E. Pino supported Judge Spruce M. Baird's
campaign for election to Congress. He represented Texas in keeping alive its claim to New Mexico as far west as the Rio Grande. ls
Since it was intended only as a short-lived campaign paper, it was
launched August 6, 1857 and stopped publication about October
1,1857. 16
There were many able Hispanic newspapermen who brought
prestige to the Spanish press. Prominent territorial political
figures often were involved with the publishing, editing and
writing of the Spanish-language newspapers. In Las Vegas the personnelrof La Voz del Pueblo included Felix Martinez and Ezequiel
Cabeza de Baca. In Albuquerque, Elfego Baca was co-publisher
and editor of La Opini6n Publica; and Nestor Montoya, the able
editor of La Bandera A mericana, was also a court interpreter and
legislator. E. H. Salazar, founder and publisher of El Independiente, learned printing and journalism from W. H. Manderfield
of the Santa Fe New Mexican. 17
Spanish-American journalists faced many hardships in some
areas because of the high rate of illiteracy and poverty among the
Hispanics. The northern counties of Taos, Rio Arriba, and Mora,
which were predominantly Hispanic in culture gave meager encouragement to Spanish language journalism. Nevertheless,
despite the difficulties faced and the tendency for newspapers to
be short-lived, there were several stable and well-edited Spanish
language newspapers published during this period. One of the
most illustrious and longest running newspapers was La Voz del
Pueblo founded by Nestor Montoya and E. H. Salazar. Started in
1888 in Santa Fe, it was published for two years and then moved
to Las Vegas by the Union People's Party in 1890. 18 It was sold to
the newspaper printing office owned by Felix Martinez, Antonio
Lucero and Ezequiel Cabeza de Baca. Montoya and Salazar continued to work on the paper until they left to establish their individual newspapers. In its day, La Voz del Pueblo was the most
influential New Mexican newspaper printed in Spanish. 19 Salazar
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founded El Independiente in Las Vegas in 1894 after he left La
Voz del Pueblo in March of that year. El Independiente and La
Voz del Pueblo became well supported, absorbing a large part of
available advertising and circulation funds. Nestor Montoya
moved to Albuquerque where he took over the weekly, La Bandera
Americana. This newspaper had begun in Mora County on May 6,
1895. It was started by Manuel Salazar, moved to Albuquerque
and purchased by Montoya in 1901. It was merged with another
Spanish weekly, El Nuevo Mundo that same year. 20
Also at Albuquerque there was La Opinion Publica (1892 to
1896). Elfego Baca, the illustrious politician, was co-publisher
and, for a brief time, editor of this paper. 21 El Nuevo Mexicano,
founded in Santa Fe in August 1890, was also a weekly and companion paper to the New Mexican, the excellent English language
newspaper. In Las Cruces, El Tiempo, a weekly newspaper, was
launched in October, 1882. It was absorbed in July 1911 by
another Spanish-language newspaper, El Eco del Valle. This
newspaper was a weekly which was started on November 18,
1905, and continued until around October 13, 1917. After 1910
this paper was edited by Isadora Armijo, Jr., who was still editor
when it absorbed El Tiempo. Also in Las Cruces, another weekly,
El Labrador, was founded in September 1896. In Mora County,
the Wagon Mound El Combate was published weekly from 1902
to 1910; it was merged with the bilingual weekly Mora County
Sentinel to become the bilingual weekly Mora County Sentinel
and El Combate. 22
The increased education of Spanish-Americans encouraged the
founding of Spanish-language newspapers by Spanish Americans,
and these papers assumed a leadership role. One of the first
demands in 1879 was for an increase in political rewards for
Spanish-Americans. The Mora Mosquito in 1892 approved of
statehood on the basis that Spanish Americans instead of "carpetbaggers" would hold the higher political offices of New Mexico. In
1894, Las Vegas El Independiente complained of the lack of
federal appointments for Spanish-Americans.
Apparently the demands of this new leadership influenced territorial Republican policies, for in 1897, Miguel A. Otero, Jr. was
appointed territorial governor and soon gained control of the New
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Mexico Republican party. El Independiente hailed Otero's appointment as a turning point in New Mexico politics. 23
During this era there were many changes in New Mexico journalism as well as in the state itself. Socia:, political and economic
situations were improving for all people, especially for the
Spanish-Americans.
Porter A. Stratton in his book, The Territorial Press of New
Mexico: 1834-1912, supports this thesis of change and progress:
Spanish-language journalism . . . was more affected by the
trends of the new era, although it was also influenced by trends
notable in the 1890's. First of all, there was a large increase in the
number of Spanish-language journals. The increased literacy in
Spanish, noted in the 1890's, probably was partially responsible, as
well as the generally improved territorial economic conditions. 24

The Spanish-language and bilingual newspapers of New Mexico,
even though many were short-lived, played an important part in
the preservation of the Hispanic culture. Because of the large
population of Spanish-Americans, the use of Spanish and old
customs were encouraged. But the immigration of Anglo-Americans heightened the desire of Spanish-Americans to preserve their
culture. According to Angel B. Collado, publisher and editor of El
Hispano: "The most important part of the Spanish tradition is the
language; The best way to preserve the Spanish culture is to keep
the language alive. The Spanish language needs to be in writing in
order to be preserved. "25
The largest threat to language and culture preservation came in
the form of Anglo-Americans settling in eastern New Mexico.
Even so El Independiente of Las Vegas noted that SpanishAmericans welcomed all immigrants to the territory believing that
the newcomers would help to hasten the development of the territory for the benefit of all people, natives and immigrants. The
majority of immigrants were from the South, introducing a fourth
cultural element into the already confused New Mexican population. These Southerners, from Texas, brought with them a prejudice that was to further complicate ethnic relations in New
Mexico. The editor of the Santa Fe New Mexican, the successor of
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the Republican, stated: "It has been demonstrated repeatedly that
the Democrats of southeastern New Mexico like their brethren in
Texas, hate the early white settlers of Spanish descent in New Mexico." These Anglo-Americans of southeastern New Mexico were
determined to end Spanish-American dominance of politics in
their area. At first they hoped to annex themselves to a nearby
Anglo-dominated area, in this case Texas. Later they wanted to
use Southern methods to deprive Spanish-Americans of their right
to vote. In an attempt to warn native New Mexicans that their
voting rights were in danger, El Independiente cited several examples of South Texas counties which had eliminated the Hispanic vote with the all-white primary. In 1906, the Eddy County
Democratic Central Committee established this type of primary in
their county. El Independiente denounced this policy and maintained that it was only natural for the party of slavery to seek to
deprive Spanish-American citizens of their rights and to make
them feel inferior. 26
A Spanish-language paper in Clayton, El Fenix, labeled this
"un-American, unprincipled and cowardly. Without doubt such
action has resulted from the prejudice of some of the floating, no
account Texans, who drift hither and thither and everywhere distinguishing themselves for their hatred of everything Mexican. "27
Another role of the Spanish-language newspapers was to help
bring the contrasting cultures closer. This is also supported by
Stratton:
The steadfast and tolerant policy of the Spanish-language papers
and the heated defense of Spanish-Americans by the English language press brought new unity to New Mexicans and improved
relations between the two peoples. It contributed to the reconciling
of their differences in the constitution that was written in
1910. . . . 28

An example of improved relations was the imposition of a
school system that would guarantee the eventual dominance of the
Anglo-American culture. The press was reasonably successful in
this venture. Most Spanish-American leaders soon began to urge
native New Mexicans to learn the English language. Amado
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Chaves and J. F. Chaves, who served as territorial superintendents
of public schools, constantly urged local school boards to hire only
teachers who were competent in the English language. Octaviano
A. Larrazolo, a Spanish-American political leader, also urged
Spanish-Americans to learn English.
Some Spanish-language newspapers openly supported this
course. El Combate of Wagon Mound urged that local school
boards hire only those teachers competent in English. Even the
militant defender of Spanish-American culture, El Independiente
of Las Vegas, maintained that while Spanish-Americans should retain their Spanish tongue, they should also learn English, the
language of government, law and business. Another example of
the closer linkage between the two constrasting cultures was the
successful campaign by the press for free, public non-sectarian
schools. In the 1890s it appeared that the vast differences in
religion, language and ethnic backgrounds of a majority of New
Mexicans delayed statehood for two decades. This was unsatisfactory to the general American public; and so in order to counter
this animosity, the press campaigned for schools which would
hasten the Americanization of the native peoples. 29
The importance of bilingual and Spanish-language newspapers
in the historical development of New Mexico has either been
underestimated or completely forgotten. Many New Mexicans
know about the arrival of the conquistadors, the Pueblo Revolt,
and other aspects of New Mexican history. But they know very little or nothing at all about the first Spanish newspapers in New
Mexico, the important role played by the later bilingual and
Spanish-language newspapers, or the brilliant Spanish-American
journalists behind them. It is important for New Mexicans to
realize that the bilingual and Spanish-language press played a
vital part in the social, political, and cultural aspects of New Mexican history during the territorial era.
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WITCHCRAFT AND SUPERSTITIONS
OF TORRANCE COUNTY
}ACALEEN DAVIS

FOR YEARS, many of the residents of Torrance County, New Mex-

ico, apparently have had strong beliefs in witchcraft and superstitions. For example, diseases which only strike the Spanish
supposedly exist. These legends and beliefs have been passed on to
the present generation. Some examples follow.
Many of the Spanish people in Torrance County paint their
doors and window facings Taos blue as they have done for generations. The reason for the blue paint is not known specifically. Most
of the local people claim to have forgotten the original reason.
One possibility is that Taos blue is the color of turquoise which is
widely used by the people. It is also the color of the habit of the
Blue Lady. The Blue Lady was a woman dressed in a blue nun's
habit, who visited the Indians of the Southwest, teaching them
Christianity. She spoke to the Indians in their own languages, and
did not eat or drink while she was there. A nun, Maria de Jesus, in
a convent in Agreda, Spain, claimed to be the Blue Lady. She was
able to describe the visits in detail, though she had never left the
convent. It is believed that three New Mexican churches, Gran
Quivira, Quarai, and Ab6, flourished because of the influence that
the Blue Lady had upon the Indians.!
It is said that many years ago there lived a man with a golden
beard. He was called San Lorenzo and sometimes Barba de Oro,
the beard of gold. He was so special to the people that the date,
August 10, was set aside to honor him. No work was to be done on
this day or the worker would be cursed by some plague. Several
years ago, a Torrance County man worked in his corn field on San
Lorenzo's Day despite warnings from his wife and friends. His entire corn field was later destroyed by a hailstorm. Another man's
adobe shack was completely torn down by a storm after he had
worked on San Lorenzo's Day. Some people in Torrance County
still believe in the curse and honor San Lorenzo's Day. 2
Many of the local Spanish couples believe that it is necessary to
give the first-born grandchild to the grandparents so they will not
be lonely in their old age. 3 Most of the people in Torrance County,

54

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 54:\ \979

even the small children and many Anglos, will not eat the first
snow of the year. It is said to be dirty because it has cleaned the
sky of its impurities. They will, however, eat the second and all
following snows without fear. Another common superstition of
both Spanish and Anglos is the belief that cutting hair during a
full moon will make the hair grow faster. 4
An Anglo woman living in Estancia has removed the warts of
many local residents. She counts the warts and ties the same
number of knots in a string, then buries it. A week or so later the
warts go away. Thus far, she has not failed. 5
There is a strong belief in ghosts among many of the people.
They seldom go into the dark alone for fear of meeting a ghost. In
Willard, a girl and her sister had a strange experience with a supposed spirit. She and her family had visited an aunt at the hospital
in Albuquerque where they learned that she only had six months
to live. They returned home and the two girls went to bed. Around
three 0' clock in the morning, they were awakened when their bed
started to rock. One girl got up and turned on the light, but she
found nothing. She turned off the light and got back into bed, but
both girls were frightened. One of them put her hand under her
pillow and she felt something cold, so she pulled her hand out.
Then someone started pulling off the covers. After this, the strange
activities stopped for a while and the girls went back to sleep. The
next morning they found that all the lights were on in the house.
About an hour later, they learned that their aunt had died during
the night. 6 Among spirits other than ghosts, who terrorize humans
are los duendes or dwarfs. These small beings mainly frighten
those who do wrong and create mischief for others. They came
into being when Lucifer was cast out of Heaven. Many of the
angels followed him, so God shut the gates and several winged
seraphs were trapped between Heaven and Hell. With no other
place to go, they took up residence on the Earth, some, apparently,
in Torrance County.7 The people of Torrance County also have
their boogy ladies who are called "uronas" (lloronas). A "urona"
is completely dressed in black with a chain around her waist. She
moans and cries loudly, and she tries to capture young children.
Apparently there is more than one "urana." They either travel or
stay stationary. One has been heard at night in the park in Estan-
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cia. A girl in Willard claimed a "urona" visited her home. s The
description of the "uronas" matches the legend of La Uorona. The
depictions of La Llorona range from a grieving mother who had
killed her children to a young woman who was jilted by her lover.
There are at least forty-two different versions of this legend, and
the "uronas" are probably a derivative of one of them. 9
Curanderos are healers but not witch doctors. They try to avoid
cases involving witchcraft because if they were to succeed, people
might become suspicious of their knowledge of the black arts. IO
Curanderos use herbs or roots to treat physical ailments. They
make teas, pills and suppositories or pildoras, to administer their
treatments. Their knowledge of plants has been acquired over
hundreds of years. They even know how to use very poisonous
plants as a cure. II Empacho is one disease which is treated by a
curandero. Empacho is serious stomach congestion caused usually
by rich food which sticks in the stomach. 12 Curanderos use less
than a drop of mercury in a teaspoon of melted lard to cure empacho. 13 Another cure for empacho uses an egg; the curandero
moves an egg over the victim's stomach where the irritant is
lodged. The stomach and egg are wrapped with cloth and left for
about twenty-four hours. A few days later, the victim is completely cured. 14
Suspendido is reported to be an ailment in which the colon is
literally suspended out of place. It can only be cured by a curandero. There is no English translation since gringos supposedly do
not get suspendido. Suspendido is caused by extreme fear or
physical and mental shock. Symptoms of suspendido are nausea,
constipation, nervousness, and the inability to eat or keep anything down. It is cured by the proper manipulation of the fingers
of the curandero. She must know the correct finger to use and the
correct way to manipulate the colon through the rectum. IS
Another cure for suspendido is putting an egg on the stomach,
much the same as used for treating empacho. 16
Mal ojo, the evil eye, is a malady inflicted upon people by a bruja, witch, or people born with strong vision. The victim is usually
a child. Symptoms are fever, crying, diarrhea, loss of weight, and
the affliction often leads to death. Mal ojo results when a more
forceful individual captivates a weaker one by staring intensely
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and draining the victim of his or her will and health. If the person
responsibile for the illness is not a bruja, he or she is usually willing to help cure the victim. An instant cure occurs when the person responsible pats the patient's head or rubs his or her temples.
If mal ojo is caused by a bruja, she will not willingly cure the victim, so another course must be taken. An egg is broken into a bowl
and is placed beside the sleeping patient. If an eye appears in the
bowl, the patient is cured. In Manzano at a fiesta in honor of
Nuestra Senora de Dolores, two young boys contracted mal ojo
after being looked upon with malice by several Indians from Isleta
Pueblo. Efforts to save the two boys were unsuccessful. 1 7
Hen's eggs are often used in supernatural healing and counteracting evil spells. The white purity of the egg draws the evil out of
the body. It is a popular treatment since it can be used discreetly
in the home. In one case in which an egg was used, a curandero
was treating a patient for witch poison. He seated the patient on a
stool and under it placed an egg broken into a saucer. The evil was
so intense that the egg was cooked through the stool. 1B
Bruja is the Spanish name for witch. She is knowledgeable in the
black arts and is considered evil. Willard and Tajique are the
main locations of brujas in Torrance County. Many supernatural
happenings occur in these two villages and the majority of the
people suspected of witchcraft live in them. 19 At present there is a
bruja living in Tajique. She reportedly will cast spells for a fee. A
resident of Tajique returned home from her job in the Estancia
Schools to find that the bruja had visited her home while she was
gone. The house had been cursed and chicken entrails had been
spread on the front doorstep. The woman would not enter the
house until the priest had exorcised the evil spirits and removed
the cursed debris. 20
In another case a few years ago, a young man was dating a girl
who worked in the cafe at Willard. The girl's mother did not approve of the boy. One evening after the three had eaten dinner in
the cafe, the mother said she had forgotten the ice cream for the
pie. She went across the street to the store to get some. When she
returned, they ate their pie with ice cream. That evening, as the
young man was driving home, he became nauseous and began to
bloat. He stopped at an outhouse along the road where he was
found by friends and taken home. He continued to bloat until he

HORN ESSAYS

57

became extremely large and puffy. Then he vomited up what appeared to be cotton and wool. The local arbulario, witch doctor,
was called to help him. The arbulario cured the young man and
discovered the identity of the one who had cursed him by looking
into a pan of water. He announced that it was the girl's mother
who had cursed him somehow by use of the ice cream. 21
Many years ago, an Estancia woman's tongue was cut out by a
known bruja and was sewed on again by the curandero. It healed
and she can speak in an understandable manner. 22 There is an
elderly woman living in Estancia now who at one time was said to
be a bruja. She would visit a young local woman almost daily. The
young woman did not know at the time that her visitor was a bruja. Never once was she even suspicious. One day she was told by a
friend that a bruja cannot pass by a cross. To protect her home, as
is customary, she placed a cross under the doormat. The next time
the bruja came to visit, she would not enter the house. Instead, she
stood just outside the door and talked for about an hour. Later that
night, the woman awoke to find the bruja standing over her stuffing cotton into her mouth. The bruja cursed her for having put the
cross under the doormat. The terrified woman jumped from the
bed screaming, and the bruja fled from the house. 23
Today the former bruja lives alone in a small house with a
woodburning stove for heating and cooking, and no indoor bathroom. She attends every church service, and blesses all those who
do favors for her, though she speaks very little English. Her sons
have all been arrested at one time or another for various crimes.
Her daughter has a violent temper and often screams at people in
public gatherings. The house next to the former bruja's house has
been abandoned though most of the furniture was left. There are
crosses all through the abandoned house and on every window. 24
Some local Estancia men were outside one evening when they
saw an owl. They shot the bird and when they reached it, they
discovered that the shot had broken its leg. They caged it and left.
Somehow the owl managed to escape. The next morning, it was
found that a local woman's leg had been broken sometime during
the night. The woman was suspected of being yet another bruja. 25
Torrance County people are reluctant to discuss witchcraft
because of the attitude of Anglos toward the subject. It is considered a silly superstition of the lowly, uneducated people. They
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also do not talk of brujas because of the brujas themselves. Practitioners of black magic supposedly can become invisible or change
into birds or animals. This enables them to spy on people who
speak critically or too often of witchcraft. 26 This explains why
interviews on the subject of witchcraft are so hard to obtain. People become defensive and uneasy when approached. Often they
try to laugh about witchcraft. One minute they loudly proclaim
their disbelief in brujas, the next they will speak in low voices of
some supernatural or unusual happening. Accordingly, the names
of some of those who were interviewed for the purposes of this
paper, though they were submitted in the manuscript for the essay
contest, are omitted from the notes presented here. There is no
doubt that the supernatural, whether it exists or not, still exercises
influence on the minds of many Torrance County residents.
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LIFE ON A HOMESTEAD:
MEMORIES OF MINNIE A. CRISP
RULEEN LAZZELL

A LITTLE ONE HUNDRED SIXTY ACRE HOMESTEAD outside of
Thomas, Union County, New Mexico was the site of many hardships and equally good times for Mr. and Mrs. Ira Nain Crisp.
Minnie was originally from Hermitage, Hickory County, Missouri, where she was born on May 8, 1888. At the age of two, in
1890, she moved to Chandler, Oklahoma along with her parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Abe Cardwell and her two sisters. With Mrs. Cardwell expecting another baby, they made the trip into Indian Territory in a covered-top wagon with their old white milk cow
following behind.
Ira Nain Crisp was also a native of Missouri but journeyed to
Chandler in 1901. That same year he met his future bride at a
local pie supper. They went together three years and in 1903 they
were married. She was fifteen; he was twenty.
The Crisps lived in Chandler and one year in Joplin, Missouri
before deciding to go west in 1910. With their two children,
Leona, 7, and Eugene,S, they headed for New Mexico. l They arrived in Texline, Texas by immigrant train on May 4 during a
snow storm. They were met by Andy Coward, a Thomas homesteader, who helped them move their belongings and lumber for
the new dugout to the homestead. 2
Before 1888 and the railroad, homesteaders were a rare sight in
Union County. By the time the Crisps came out though, there were
people on every section. J "That's what they came for, was to
homestead," said Minnie, "just people wanting a home. Men
thought they'd come out here and get it and a lot of them lived on
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Union County. By the time the Crisps came out though, there were
people on every section. J "That's what they came for, was to
homestead," said Minnie, "just people wanting a home. Men
thought they'd come out here and get it and a lot of them lived on
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them and proved them up. Some just lived on them a year and sold
them for what they could get. There was quite a bunch that stayed
and toughed it out just like we did. 'Course, when we came out
here we were poor. We didn't have anything. We'd always lived in
town. Mr. Crisp had always worked for wages. He was a carpenter. When we came out here we had to go from scratch."4
Minnie attributed their homestead troubles to lack of farming
experience. "Well, our trouble was I'd never lived on a farm. Mr.
Crisp had never lived on a farm. We didn't know anything about
farming or ranch life and that where we made our mistake. We
just didn't know what to do. Poor management. People coming
everyday, you know. Free land! Free land! But Lord it wasn't free
because you had to put so much stock on it, you had to do so much
fencing, so much improvement. You earned it. A lot of people
went broke here. A lot of people came out here with money. It
didn't take them long to get rid of it, I tell you."
The Crisps lived on the homestead twenty-three years, almost
twenty-four. Their first dwelling was the dugout which they lived
in the first seven years, until 1917. This is how Minnie described
her first home in New Mexico: "Ours was 12 feet by 14 feet and it
was just a half a dugout. It was dug down three feet in the ground
and it had a siding of boards on it and a shingle roof on it like a
house. It wasn't bad. I had forty yards of brand new rag carpet
that I had woven before I came out here and never been used and I
brought it with me. So we took that carpet and put it around all
the dirt walls and then I put carpet on the floor so it was real nice.
We didn't have no room. We had one bed on one side of the dugout and another bed on the other ·side. There wasn't much room
between them. I had a pair of springs tied up from the ceiling
down where part of the children slept. The stove set over in the
corner, the table right up against it and my trunk was pushed back
under the table."
Two more children, Kenneth (May 25, 1913) and Rosebud
(August 5, 1915), were born to Minnie and Ira in the dugout. In
1917, Vincent Ira Crisp, the author's grandfather, was born. That
was a busy year for the Crisps. They moved from their dugout to
a rock building which was to be used as a barn. They eventually
added on to this shelter and by 1932 they had completed a
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"proper home." The rock structure had five rooms and a full basement. The Crisps were allowed an additional one hundred and
sixty acres during 1917. It was seven miles trom their first place in
an area referred to as "the draws." Three hundred and twenty
acres sounded like quite a bit of land, but as Minnie put it, "You
couldn't put too many head of cattle on it." Besides ranching they
also did a little farming. They began with ten acres which they increased while they lived on the homestead.
Life then did have its hardships. She recalled how they acquired
water: "Joe Stephenson's lived about two miles from the homeplace. We hauled water from their place. We didn't have a well.
We put five barrels in the wagon and filled all those barrels and
have water to run us for a week. Then when they got empty we
had to go back again."
She also reminisced about the first hardships. "We didn't have
no cow, no milk, or anything like that and had to walk twe' and a
quarter miles to the store and carryall of our groceries in a sack
on our back. We had to walk two miles to the post office. We finally had a neighbor and they let us have a little heifer. Said that if
we break her we could have her to milk. About eighteen-monthold heifer. So we brought her home and she gave a quart of milk.
That's all we got from her, a quart of milk, but that milk was
wonderful to us."
Minnie liked to remember the good times and the good neighbors. "Everybody was your friend, your neighbor. Everybody was
on an equal. Everybody enjoyed life. I said I'd like to live those old
days over, 'course some of them was pretty hard, but there's one
thing, you had real good neighbors. Used to be your neighbor
would come and stay all day with you. Come over drink a cup of
coffee with you; have a sandwich with you. If you was a-canning
during the canning season the women all got together. They'd be
five or six of them go together and .can at one house one day and
another house the next day. They'd stay up all night a-canning.
"We met at the school house for all of our social gatherings. We
had pie suppers and box suppers and spelling bees and things like
that. Women would make their pretty boxes, take them over there
with their food in it and sell it to the highest bidder. They had a
cake that they'd give away to the most popular girl and we had

62

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 54:1 1979

Minnie A. Crisp. Photo courtesy of author.
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one girl in the community that always got it. Laura Stephenson,
she always got the cake, but she earned it because she was the
most popular girl in the community. She was a beautiful girl and a
good girl."
Church was also a social gathering. After church everyone
would gather and visit and socialize. "Sunday school in the morning was over at the Snyder school house. In the evening we had it
over at the Thomas school house. We all went to both. We had
Baptists, we had Methodists, we had Church of Christ. All different denominations."
Minnie did have her doubts about homestead life. "Oh, sometimes I wish we'd never come, and then again it's been a good experience. A good lesson. Well, we'd always lived in town. We'd
always had a good living. We wasn't rich but we had a good living
and had an easy time and then we came out here and it was really
hard."
They did, indeed, have to take things in their own hands and be
able to manage. "We had to doctor ourselves when we got sick.
We didn't have no doctors. It was too far to the doctor and
everyone had to go either horseback or by buggy. Dr. Winchester
was the only doctor we had here in town and we had him when
Lorrene and Loretta was born. He came in a buggy, pouring down
rain the night he came. It was August 11, 1924. Got out there
about two 0' clock in the morning. He said, 'Haven't got no boy yet
have you?' Mr. Crisp says, 'No, but we got two mighty fine girls.'
Doctor said, 'Get busy, Lois, get busy.' That was his nurse, and
they commenced rolling up their sleeves. People came from miles
and miles and miles to see those babies. We had as high as forty
one day to come and see those babies. Twins, you know, they
hadn't heard of twins and that very same year there was about five
pair of twins born. Lorrene and Loretta was the first ones."
Out of twelve children Minnie only lost one. A little boy, born
on August 8, 1923, only lived an hour because the midwife did not
tie the umbilical cord tightly enough and the baby bled to death.
Besides the children already mentioned, Minnie was the mother of
Martha, who was born June 22, 1911, in Chandler, Oklahoma
(Minnie went back to Chandler for six weeks to have the baby);
Abe, who was born February 23, 1920; Wayne, who was born
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October 13, 1928; and Norman, who was born October 13,
1928. 5
The Crisps did move from their homestead in 1933 because they
could not pay the four hundred and twenty-five dollars on the
principal and interest due on the remainder of a thousand-dollar
Federal Land Bank Loan. 6 From the homestead they moved to
four different places in Union County, New Mexico, before finally
settling in Clayton, where Mrs. Crisp has resided since her husband's death in 1958. 1

NOTES

I. Interview with Minnie A. Crisp (MAC).
2. D. Ray Blakely, "Pioneer Entertainment-They Made Their Own," Union
County Leader, August 22, 1973, p. I-B.
3. Albert W. Thompson, The Story of Early Clayton, New Mexico (Clayton,
NM, 1932), p. 41.
4. MAC interview. The material in the following paragraphs is also based on

the interview.
5. MAC interview.
6. Blakely, "Pioneer Entertainment," p. I-B.
7. MAC interview.

THE FRANK A. HUBBELL COMPANY,
SHEEP AND CATTLE
CURT MOYER

THE FRANK A. HUBBELL COMPANY operated one of the largest
and most historically significant sheep ranches in New Mexico
history. However, the importance of this company lies not only in
the sheep ranch, but in its founder, Frank Hubbell, who built both
his ranch and political career from the humblest of beginnings. In
his early life, Frank Hubbell was neither a wealthy or prominent
man; but he had become, "by 1900, the single most influential
and powerful Republican in the county and one of the party's
leaders in the territory." I
Frank Hubbell was born on October 12, 1862, the eighth child
of James L. (Santiago) Hubbell and Julianita Gutierrez. His father
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had come to New Mexico in 1848 from Connecticut; his first
business was freighting grama grass, an ideal winter grazing food,
using 48 wagons, each pulled by four oxen. During the Civil War
he freighted supplies to the cavalry, including hay for the horses;
but with the arrival of the railroad, James was forced to abandon
his freighting business. As a result of marrying a native girl,
Julianita Gutierrez, he became an heir to the Pajarito Land Grant,
where he was able to establish a livestock ranch. It was on his
father's ranch that Frank first obtained the knowledge he needed
to later begin his sheep industry.
Following a childhood where he had opportunities to observe
many facets of ranching, Frank Hubbell then left his father's
ranch for a college education. In 1881, Frank Hubbell graduated
from St. Michael's College in Santa Fe. He settled in the area of St.
John's, Arizona, where he worked as a clerk in Shuster's Mercantile Store. From his savings he was able to purchase a small
piece of land near Salt Lake in New Mexico and buy a tiny flock of
200 sheep, which was watched over by a solitary herder. This
became the nucleus of the Hubbell Sheep Company. Even this
early in his life Frank Hubbell saw the sheep industry as "big
business" in New Mexico and was soon to make his fortune in it. 2
The small piece of land near Salt Lake on which he raised the
original flock was soon replaced when the government leased him
Salt Lake itself. Land, however, was Hubbell's least concern.
Before fences sprang up in New Mexico around 1915, a man could
graze his sheep anywhere unless the land was occupied. Frank
Hubbell later stated that, in his early days, he bought sheep first,
herders next, and land last. 3 Although land was his least important
expenditure, Hubbell was forced to purchase large tracts of land
as his herds rapidly increased. Only five years after his graduation
from St. Michael's College, he had bought the Y-Ranch near Datil,
New Mexico. Within the next sixteen years he had bought the
northern Cerro Prieto Ranch; gained control of immense holdings
of government land through Federal Land measures such as the
Homestead Act, or through leases from the Forest Service and
Bureau of Land Management; and received the equivalent of 216
square miles through railroad leases. By leasing every other section of land, he then had control of the sections lying in between.
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As the original owner of these leases, he eventually could purchase
the ownership rights. 4 In the same gradual way that he acquired
the government and railroad leases, Hubbell obtained similar
tracts until he had built for himself a vast expanse of grazing land
to accommodate his growing herd. By 1914 Hubbell employed
107 men to do the shearing and lambing on his ranch. By 1925,
one source claimed, Frank Hubbell was "the largest livestock
owner in the Rio Grande Valley,"5 and another described him as
"the largest individual sheep raiser in the United States and one of
the foremost in the world."6
While the sheep ranch was building gradually into an empire,
Frank Hubbell was himself ascending into political power, and
the ranch became his first political base. Much of Frank Hubbell's
politics was undoubtedly based on the older patron system of
government. 7 In the past the "patron-politico" was a socially and
economically distinguished man who attempted to protect the
needs of his voters by his influence in government. All these
characteristics fit into the political methods of Frank Hubbell.
Frank Hubbell's political career began when he was elected to the
territorial legislature. Although the last legislative term he would
ever serve was from 1894 to 1895, he was to remain influential in
all future legislatures until his death in 1929. Although he
previously held several county offices, in 1902 he was elected
county treasurer and ex-officio collector, a position which he held
until he was removed from office by a controversial decision of
Governor Miguel Otero. 8
As a member of the Republican party, Hubbell was also the
chairman of the County Central Committee of Republicans for
fourteen years, Republican State Chairman from 1900 to 1904,
and was nominated for United States Senator in 1916, losing to
Andreus A. Jones. Frank Hubbell is, however, primarily known
not for the offices he held, but as campaign manager and member
of the "Third House" or legislative lobbyists. 9 He was one of the
most influential Republicans in a crucial period of New Mexico
history, the decades before and after statehood. Frank Hubbell
owed his gradual rise in political prominence not only to his
political genius, but also to his stature achieved through his sheep
ranch. As his herd had been steadily augmented, more and more
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people came under his employ, and Frank Hubbell himself became somewhat of a "patr6n-politico."
While Frank was learning politics, he was teaching his son
James to run the business. Frank decided when James was twentyone that he had reached the stage where he could manage the
business by himself. In 1910, Frank let his sons, James, Roman,
and Frank, Jr., handle all the business affairs of the ranch, thereby
leaving him free to spend all his time in politics. James ran the
sheep industry from the ranch headquarters, the Cerro Prieto in
the summer, and ran it from the southern Y-Ranch in the winter.
Frank, Jr., under his father's supervision, was in charge of the
farm near Pajarito. Although most New Mexico stockmen at that
time shipped their stock to Midwestern farmers for fattening, the
Hubbells made the first attempt to raise feed on their own land for
their livestock. 10
Another important contribution in which Frank Hubbell was
instrumental was the formation of the Wool Grower's Association. 11 Originally, the Wool Grower's Association had difficulty
gaining enough support to offset the opposition. Therefore, the
members agreed to tax only themselves, each member paying in
proportion to the number of sheep he owned. The purpose of the
Wool Grower's Association was to protect the industry by effecting laws in the state congress. Perhaps the most important piece of
legislation brought about by the Wool Grower's Association was
the formation of the New Mexico Sheep Sanitary Board. The
Sanitary Board was given certain regulatory powers to protect the
sheep industry against various diseases. Any sheep owner in New
Mexico could be ordered to dip his sheep or pay a fine if his sheep
were discovered by an inspector from the Sanitary Board to be
diseased. The Sanitary Board aided greatly in control of scabies, a
contagious disease caused by mites, and one of the sheep ranchers'
greatest concerns at the time of the Sanitary Board's origin.
One of the problems faced by ranchers during this period in
New Mexico was the introduction of cattle into New Mexico over
the Chisum trail. It was the beginning of much needless bloodshed
and resentment between cattle and sheep men. Both Frank Hubbell, and his son James, avoided any skirmishes with the cattlemen
by raising both cattle and sheep. 12 Another possible source of con-
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flict for the sheep men was the movement of homesteaders into the
New Mexico grazing lands. The homesteaders, often utilizing a
law which stated that any man could gain the lease of government
land by claiming mineral rights to it, would choose a choice piece
of forest land within the boundaries of the Hubbell Sheep Ranch
attempting to force the Hubbells to pay a higher price for the
lease. 13 The Hubbells, however, owned the water and grazing
rights which homesteaders needed. The final result was that the
homesteader would soon leave peacefully, though discouraged. 14
The transformation of the Hubbell ranch from a herder's care of
a flock of 200 sheep in the early 1880s to the almost totally
mechanized system of the 1960s is a representative history of
sheep ranching in New Mexico. The sheep ranch began as the
typical, rustic, nineteenth-century ranch of New Mexico. Methods
remained relatively unchanged from previous generations. Frank
Hubbell used the traditional partido system, a sheep institution
which has lasted through modern times. Under the partido system,
a herder, also called pastor, and a campero, the assistant who kept
camp, were given charge of a flock of 1500 sheep. The caporal
was an overseer who was in charge of several pastores. These men,
for a fixed salary, would essentially run the sheep business for the
patron. Shearing at this time was primitive and usually done by
bands of Mexicans who traveled from state to state for work. The
shearing process was, of course, manual, and done with blade
shears. Shearers spent long grueling weeks exposed to both sun
and wind. These hard-working shearers seem to personify the unsophisticated nature of early New Mexican ranch life.
Gradually technology affected systems that had remained unaltered for generations. One of the first changes had occurred as
early as 1908. Instead of using imported shears from Sheffield,
England, the Hubbell Ranch used shearing machines which were
set up in a large shearing shed. Dipping followed the shearing to
protect the sheep from scabies and ticks. The dipping tub was
filled with hot water and mixed with a foul-smelling substance
brought in cans by truck. IS The sheep were then sent down a chute
and forced to swim the length of the tub by a firm push from the
herder. Dipping, however, became an obsolete ranching process
and was replaced by modern chemical powders. Applying pow-
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ders was less time consuming, for they could be administered immediately after the shearing unlike the dipping process, which
often had to be delayed due to the strain it put on the sheep following shearing.
Yet another change occurred with the sheep drives. The Hubbell
sheep were driven each fall over the Magdalena Stock Driveway, a
strip of land set aside by the government for moving sheep to their
summer or winter grazing lands. The Stoc~ Driveway was well
watered, and, generally, the sheep arrived in Magdalena fatter
and healthier. 16 When the government shortened the width of the
Magdalena Stock Driveway, the Hubbell Ranch was forced to
transport sheep by truck. Ultimately, even the sheep were changed
by progress. Bill Hubbell, son of James Hubbell, Jr., with the
cooperation of New Mexico State University, was able to improve
upon the original Rambouillet sheep the ranch already possessed.
By selective breeding, the Rambouillet sheep became heavier in
both size and wool. Sheep ranching, like everything else, had been
changed by progress.
Modernization also affected the ranch in a more subtle and unobtrusive manner. Until the invention of insect repellent, the
ranch house was kept almost completely dark in the summer in an
ineffective attempt to rid the house of flies. Almost as difficult for
the Hubbells was keeping the house well lit in the winter. They
finally bought, after many years of kerosene and Coleman gas
lamps, a small light plant, which, though it caused the light to incessantly flicker on and off, was a source of immeasurable happiness to all those living in the ranch house.
Those on the ranch, however, did not feel quite so blessed in
their early attempts to preserve meat. Originally, meat could only
be saved four or five days in the summer by hanging it outside at
night and wrapping it in cloth during the day to try to retain the
night's chill. The next attempt to preserve their meat was the
kerosene refrigerator, which, like any modern appliance, frequently stopped working. When this happened James and his three sons
could be seen "on the floor in front of it, surrounded by motor
parts and full of the same smoky grease the lamps had." 17 Perhaps
those on the ranch were effected most by the improvements in
transportation and communication. To drive 79 miles from the
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ranch to Magdalena or 100 miles from Magdalena to Albuquerque once took an entire day. The radio brought the outside world
closer to the Hubbell Ranch. Progress had changed not only
ranching methods, but a way of life.
Frank Hubbell was "undoubtedly a genius in the sheep business
and in getting local herders to work in his employ." Although,
"Ocupamos hombres para las borregas (We hire men for the
sheep)" was read for many years by those passing the Albuquerque office of the Frank A. Hubbell Sheep Company, there was
never really a critical need of sheep herders in the years following
1950. However, the Hubbell Ranch found fewer and fewer sheep
herders interested in the job. The older herder found himself able
to retire comfortably on Social Security benefits, and the younger
sheep herder preferred a less lonesome occupation in the cities. IS
Another contributing cause to the increasing need for herders was
the result of their demand of a cash advance when they signed
their job contract. The Hubbells hired many herders who ran off
with this cash advance of two to five hundred dollars, forcing the
Hubbells to discontinue this practice. 19 This infuriated the
herders, and many of them left their jobs. All these factors contributed to the reduction of available herders.
The Hubbells, however, discovered that the herder was not as
indispensible a part of the sheep ranching system as they had
previously thought. The flocks were simply fenced into a given territory and left to forage by themselves. Apparently, the sheep
showed an actual increase in size and cleanliness of wool when left
alone. The sheep herder saw himself replaced by the sheep horse,
or motorcycle. The only remaining need for men on the ranch was
for trapping and fence riding, as trucks now transport the sheep.20
Originally, the herders ran the sheep business for the patron; now
the machine fulfilled the same function.
The Hubbells faced one problem in their sheep industry from
the inception of the ranch. New Mexico sheep ranchers have
always been plagued by a canine predator less than two feet in
height, the coyote. Only through governmental poisoning, trapping, and hunting had the coyote been kept under control in the
past. In 1954, partly due to pressure from environmentalists, the
government outlawed the use of poison which had effectively kept
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this predator's numbers down. Although the coyote population exploded immediately, the sheepmen were able to preserve their
business with the use of the coyote getta. The getta is a trap buried
beneath the ground. When the coyote pulls on the bait above
ground, it triggers a gun which shoots the coyote with cyanide.
Another effective method of predatory control was hunting by
plane. Bill Hubbell, then owner of the ranch, and his son Charles
began hunting coyotes by plane in an effort to lessen the coyote's
numbers. Tragically their plane crashed, killing them both. About
a year later, again because of pressure from environmentalists,
hunting by plane was outlawed. This was followed by the banning
of the coyote getta. Hunting, the only recourse left to the sheepman, was futile in their eyes. The coyote population increased so
rapidly that the normally solitary animals were running in packs.
"The coyotes practically ate [the) entire [Hubbell) lamb crop. "21
Around 1968, after almost 90 years, the Hubbell sheep ranch was
forced to sell its remaining sheep. The ranch converted entirely to
cattle production.
Whether rightly or wrongly, the sheep rancher felt that he could
not win over sympathy with the coyote. The battle was not coyote
against sheepman, sheep raisers felt, but environmentalist against
sheepman. It is ironic that the family of the patron who once held
such great power in the government, now felt defeated by the
government. 22
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8. Frank Hubbell had taken a four per cent commission on all money he had
collected on liquor and gaming licenses, paid men with questionable qualifications to visit New Mexico schools using county funds, and overdrafted certain
county accounts. Hubbell agreed to pay personally for all amounts that were
declared illegal by the courts. Nevertheless, Governor Otero removed him from
office. The Governor was undoubtedly also influenced by the fact that Hubbell
was chairman of the Territorial Central Committee of the Republican party, and
a strong political rival. The Supreme Court of the Territory vindicated Hubbell,
but too late for him to return to office. Callary, "Biography," p. 61.
9. Callary, "Biography," p. 19.
10. FHJ interview. Twitchell, Leading Facts, 5:412.
11. FHJ interview.
12. Charlotte Hubbell (CH), interview, Albuquerque, New Mexico. April 7,
1978. Tape in author's possession.
13. Gilberto Espinosa, interview, Albuquerque, New Mexico. April 20. CH
interview.
14. CH interview.
15. Among the ingredients were often tobacco and sulfur. Charles Wayland
Towne and Edward Wentworth Norris, Shepherd's Empire (Norman, 1945),
p.30.
16. Charlotte Hubbell, "My Life on a Sheep Ranch," The New Mexico Stockman 18 (December 1963):30.
17. Hubbell, "My Life on a Sheep Ranch."
18. Callary, "Biography," p. 19.
19. CH interview.
20. Hubbell, "My Life on a Sheep Ranch," pp. 30-31.
21. CH interview.
22. The concluding paragraph is based on information and views from the
two interviews with Charlotte Hubbell.

Book Reviews
A STUDY GUIDE TO NEW MEXICO HISTORY. By Gerald Theisen. Santa Fe: Education Division, Museum of New Mexico, 1976. Maps, photos, app. No price.
FUNDED BY THE NEW MEXICO AMERICAN REVOLUTION BICENTENNIAL COMMIS.
SION, Gerald Theisen has produced a study guide that should be useful to teachers
of New Mexico history. In lieu of a preface, the author has included a "Note to
the Practitioner," written by Joseph D, Baca of the State Department of Education, who explains that the guide was developed as a resource book for teachers
("practitioners") to be used in conjunction with New Mexico history textbooks.
The core of the guide consists of twenty-one firsthand accounts focusing on individuals and events which have shaped New Mexico's history. Each of its nine
chapters, starting with one on Native Americans and ending with twentiethcentury politics, includes historical and bibliographical essays written by the
author, in addition to selections from two or three primary sources. Sixteen pages
of photographs add to the publication's attractiveness, while an appendix offers
inform~tion on where additional resource material can be obtained.
As a resource aid to the "practitioner," perhaps the most valuable sections of
this guide are the bibliographical essays summarizing recent and past publications on New Mexico's history. For secondary students enrolled in New Mexico
history courses, however, the main attraction will be the primary source
material. Among firsthand accounts included for the Spanish period are portions
of Castaneda's narrative of Coronado's expedition, Onate's report to the
Viceroy, and Villagra's account of the attack on Acoma. Covering more recent
years, Theisen has included Clinton Anderson's observations on New Mexico
politics in the 1920s and William A. Keleher's comments on Governor Clyde
Tingley.
The main weakness of this guide is that the firsthand accounts are too limited
in number for a first-rate book of readings, while the historical summaries are
unnecessarily long if, as stated by Baca, the guide is to be used with a textbook.
Moreover, although Theisen generally has chosen appropriate readings, it is
questionable whether his selections for the chapter entitled "The Long Road to
Statehood," covering post-Civil War to 1912, shed adequate light on that long
and formative period. Two of the selections focus on violence (the Socorro
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Vigilantes and Billy the Kid), while the third recounts Miguel Otero's bitter
memories of Thomas B. Catron. In addition, Theisen has ignored a major aspect
of the Socorro vigilante action-ethnic friction which divided that town into two
armed camps-thereby missing a good opportunity to explore the quality of
ethnic relations in New Mexico.
Nonetheless, Theisen's A Study Guide to New Mexico History is a commendable effort to aid teachers in improving New Mexico's history teaching. All
teachers will welcome publication of additional resource materials.

New Mexico State University

DARLIS A. MILLER

FERNANDO CORTES: HIS FIVE LEITERS OF RELATION TO THE EMPEROR CHARLES V.
By Hernando Cortes. Glorieta: Rio Grande Press, 1977 (1908). Pp. Vol. I 354,
Vol. II 374. mus., app. No price.
RIO GRANDE PRESS, which publishes only reprints, has provided the academic
community with a handsome new edition of Francis Augustus MacNutt's
English translation of the Cortes letters. Originally published (1908) in limited
edition (750 copies), the MacNutt translation is often not available in college and
university libraries. The opportunity to purchase these beautifully bound
volumes from the publisher will hopefully enhance both public and private collections and aid in the teaching of Latin American history. Having said this, now
comes the" however."
From the first line of the Publisher's Preface (PP)-"It is difficult to think of
something to say about Fernando (H~rnando) Cortes that someone else hasn't
already said" (PP, 1) to the last word in "a veritable plum pudding of an essay"
(PP, 1) by John Greenway, historians will be dumbfounded by a serving of
naivete, insensitivity, hyperbole, and error.
The publisher is evidently unaware that Cortes is not yet the subject of a
published biography which uses more than a fraction of the original documentation relating to him that reposes in Spanish and Mexican archives. William H,
Prescott is referred to as a "crippled American" (PP, 2), not as a scholar with impaired vision. Francis A. MacNutt "was a phantom, a non-person, yet he
published quite a lot." This "phantom," we are assured, died in both I 910 and
1927 (PP, 7 & 11). In a comment on MacNutt's brief The Sepulture of Fernando
Cortes (reproduced in Vol. I), we are told that the text was "apparently a communication addressed to a lady named Mrs. Zelia Nuttall" (pP, 7. Italics are
mine). In a reprint featuring Renaissance scholar John Greenway, PhD. on the
cover, Zelia Nuttall is not identified!
We now turn to the Introductory Essay (IE) by Greenway. Historians will be
pleased to learn that we have "diplomas certifying .. ,mastery of an involved
discipline," but dismayed perhaps to find that we "nevertheless cleave to the
most egregious nonsense-like believing Washington to have been a competent
general and President Lincoln an abolitionist" (IE, 17). Not bad for mixing apples and oranges! The first proposition is debatable; the second is ridiculous,
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Take note that through the arteries of "a priest named Hidalgo y Costilla.
surged the hot blood of Spaniard and Indian" (IE, 18); be advised that Cortes
began the study of law "at the University of Salamanca at the age of fourteen"
(IE, 39); rest assured that the death of Moctezuma is now resolved, "he was killed
by a slingshot" (IE, 43); and finally, disregard Borah, Cook, Simpson, Rosenblat,
Sanchez Albornoz et ai. for Greenway has given us the word that "it would be
safest to assume for the Aztec empire a pre-Conquest population of seven
million" (IE, 45). Limitations of space do not permit additional examples of how
to rid ourselves of "egregious nonsense."
The publisher trumpets Greenway's 37,500-word introduction as a triumph of
"impressive research and dazzling scholarship" (PP, 3), but it ends with a bibliography that does not include a single reference to any other edition of the Cortes letters. Begin reading with word number 37,50 I.

North Texas State University

DONALD CHIPMAN

THE ENTERPRISE OF FLORIDA: PEDRO MENENDEZ DE AVILES AND THE SPANISH
CONQUEST OF 1565-1568. By Eugene Lyon. Gainesville: University Presses,
1977. Pp. xi! 253. Il\us., maps, notes, bibliog., index, app. $10.00.
EUGENE LYON'S well-paced and dramatic narrative of three years in the life of
Pedro Menendez de Aviles is an excellent example of a cultural historian at work.
While the Cross and the Sword have nearly always been an integral part of the
historian's chronicle of exploration, th~y are only segments of our culture's
history, much as the history of space traveLs must be more than a collection of
notes on technology and nationalism. This important new book illustrates the
point. Drawing on years of meticulous examination of Florida documents in the
archives of Madrid, Seville, and Simancas, Dr. Lyon's study of the background
and events of the initial Florida conquest of 1565-68 discloses that it was accomplished by a conquistador who risked borrowed capital and personal wealthPedro Menendez, the entrepreneur, the adeiantado. His ambitions matched his
swashbuckling personality; Menendez envisioned a private political and
economic control over Florida's vast resources.
Lyon eschews the familiar diplomatic and military aspects of the Florida conquest and writes only sparingly of the sensational events of the Menendez
massacre of the French at Fort Carolina and the Mantanzas. Instead the author
presents the documents revealing the surprising entreprenurial nature of the
enterprise; the Menendez contract with Phillip II was signed before either knew
of the newly constructed Rene de Laudonniere fort on the river May. While the
news of the French excursion into Florida later caused the Crown to add troops
and supplies to the Menendez enterprise, the nature of the contract rendered
Crown control over the use of Royal resources all but impossible. The quid pro
quo was Pedro Menendez's acceptance of the enormous risk of conquest and Dr.
Lyon offers ample evidence of this risk, including the expenses, the utilization of
the necessary cash, loans and credit; and he describes the manner in which
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Menendez used his extended family for manpower, leadership and funds to insure that the Florida conquest would be a solitary effort.
By the end of 1568, the resources of the royal surrogate, Menendez, had been
sorely tested, and it is clear that the commercial goals of the conquest fell far
short of his expectations. The many obstacles which he and his compadres faced
were not unlike those that haunted many who followed-desultory Royal aid,
storm-tossed ships, mutinous contract soldiers, and a lack of a clear and effective
Indian policy. Pedro Menendez de Aviles had, however, fulfilled his part of the
contract and at the end of the first phase of the Florida conquest he was personally rewarded for his services to the Crown. The inescapable conclusion was,
however, that while Menendez had a measure of success-especially in exploration and establishing settlements and political controls-his efforts proved conclusively that a more massive investment would be required before the task of
conquest and enterprise could be completed.
The Enterprise of Florida is a scholarly work which adds to our awareness of
the broader issues of conquest. The chart comparing the provisions of eight
sixteenth-century asientos and one illustrating the basic kinship web of the
Menendez family will be of special interest to students of Florida history. A
generous glossary, bibliography and index are included.
Historic Pensacola Preservation Board

RUSSELL E. BELOUS

ROBERT S. KERR: THE SENATE YEARS. By Anne Hodges Morgan. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1977. Pp. xiv, 337. lIlus., notes, index, bibliog.
$12.50.
IN THE HISTORIOGRAPHY of recent America, there is almost too much written
about presidents and too little about powerful and significant legislators. The obvious book market is for the head of state, while major legislative contributors
are left in the research wake. Anne Hodges Morgan's biography of former Oklahoma senator, Robert S. Kerr, helps fill this historiographical vacuum.
Robert Kerr, like many senators and congressmen, became so expert in some
areas that presidents found it difficult to move their legislative programs without
his cooperation. In many respects, Kerr was unusual because of his open admission that what favored Oklahoma is what he sought. Consequently, Kerr, an
oilman of millionaire proportions, diligently tried to protect oil and gas companies from too much federal regulation. He also spent his entire senate career in
an effort to obtain federal funding to control the Arkansas River. Indeed, these
two efforts were his major contributions to Oklahoma during the fourteen years
he represented that state as its senator. Kerr was a man of a powerful ego and
qUick incisive mind. It is probable that had he lived longer, he would have
become one of the historically significant senators. As it is, he was important to
Oklahoma, but his national impact is negligible.
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Morgan's biography is totally political. Kerr's early days as a wildcat oil man
and lawyer are handled adroitly and in sufficient depth. His private life, relationships with close friends and family, and personal characteristics are not included
in this volume. The book focuses entirely on his political career as governor of
Oklahoma from lQ43 to 1947 and his tenure in the Senate from 1949 to 1963.
The chapter on his abortive presidential attempt in 1952 is almost overdone, but
it does reveal the Kerr ego at its damaged worst.
The author has thoroughly examined the sources and her knowledge of Kerr is
apparent. In fact, the footnoting is almost too extensive. There are 242 pages of
text and sixty-three pages of endnotes. Few textual sentences are not noted. Considering the enormous task of tying these notes together, Morgan writes clearly
and the narrative flows. Her critical objectivity is most apparent in an excellent
short "Epilogue." It is probable that the author has tried to oversell Kerr's national importance. He was an obstructionist in legislative attempts to increase
economic and political democracy through medicare and civil rights. Unfortunately he died before his old friend Lyndon Johnson became president. That
combination would have been historically significant.
As usual, the University of Oklahoma Press has produced a fine puhlication.
The illustrations are well chosen and the bibliography is a superb addition.

Utah State University

Ross PETERSON

IN THE LAND OF CAVE AND CLIFF DWELLERS: TRAVELS AMONG THE T ARAHUMARA
INDIANS OF CHIHUAHUA 1888-1889. By Frederick Schwatka. Glorieta: Rio
Grande Press, 1977 (893). Pp. 391. lIIus., bibliog., index. No price.
THIS CLASSIC REPRINT provides a fascinating glimpse into frontier life in late
nineteenth-century Chihuahua and Sonora as seen through the eyes of Frederick
Schwatka, M.D., Arctic explorer and former First Lieutenant in the United States
Army. In his admirable introduction Bernard L. Fontana of the Arizona State
Museum, Tucson, writes of Schwatka's three trips into northern Mexico as
designed to produce travel accounts intended to stimulate public interest in the
area. Schwatka's journeys between 1889-1890, chiefly by railcar and muleback,
afforded him ample opportunity to detail everything from geography and Mexican mining activities to economic potential for adventurous investors. The third
trip account most especially interests the historian since in it Schwatka comments insightfully on the Tarahumara of southwestern Chihuahua-their way of
life and techniques for avoiding the semblances of civilization.
Schwatka estimated the Tarahumaras to number around twenty thousand and
classified them into "savage" and "civilized" groups to differentiate between the
cliff dwellers of the high Sierra Madre and the more acculturated Tarahumaras
living in villages and towns. He asserted that the former were little influenced by
the Spaniards or the Mexicans who followed. Atrociously inaccurate factually,
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Schwatka's commentary provides the perceptive historian a good glance at the
nature of historical distortion and myth-making and in this regard the book
proves merit-worthy. Also invaluable are his extremely alert observations on the
Mexican peonage system; the arrastra process of ore refining and the pioneering
spirit of Mormon colonizers in northern Mexico.
Schwatka was neither historian nor anthropologist. An American propagandist writing for an adventure-minded public, he shared the attitudes and prejudices of most educated people of his time and was not above generalizing on the
basic limitations of the "lower order" of this Mexican race. Nevertheless,
thoughtful users of the volume will have no trouble taking such matters into account and will find Schwatka's editorializations an asset.
The present handsome and sturdily bound volume was originally a 4 1/2" by 6"
pocket book which the publishers have enlarged to a standard 6" by 9" facsimile
reprint. The map tracing Schwatka's travels is helpful and Fontana did a superb
job in approximating routes as well as providing background information on the
author. Eight color photographs appearing on the endpapers and the unique
though poorly drawn illustrations included by the publishers further enhance the
text. Though the bibliography suffices, the index is incomplete and typographical errors in the preface and introduction are disturbing. Despite these
minor technical flaws, Schwatka's book deserves attention as a testimonial of one
man's exhilarating experience, an unusual look at northern Mexico. The Rio
Grande Press has reissued a rare classic in fine style.

Western New Mexico State University

ROBERTO MARIO SALMON

A HISTORY OF SAN BUENAVENTURA MISSION. By Msgr. Francis J. Weber. San
Buenaventura, California: San Buenaventura Mission Gift Shop, 1977. Pp. ix,
127. Illus. $7.00.
THE FIRST IMPRESSION one receives of Msgr. Weber's book is that it is a compilation of brochures handed out or bought in the gift shop at San Buenaventura Mission. They seem to correspond to the numbered stops in a tour of the church: a
plaque showing the number 2, and then read chapter 2 of the book. The second
impression one gets is that it is a compilation of practically unrelated vignettes
with a church as the only contact of relatedness. But the third impression is that
these short chapters represent the living, dynamic parish of San Buenaventura,
which is as much alive today as it was in 1782, at its founding.
The crisp, punctuated style of Father Weber enhances the story(ies) of the living church of San Buenaventura. His use of simple, but at times technical
language, yet blending them both together in a readable style is very refreshing.
The style, simple blended with technical, makes this short book a good, brief
reader for the tourist who may buy it; and it also becomes a capsule reference for
the historian or lecturer who needs material on San Buenaventura quickly.
Because the book may have been intended for quick reading, there are no footnotes, no references, no bibliography and no index. However, it is sure that this
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book is not intended to be as technical as A Select Guide to California History, or
Documents of California Catholic History, or California's Reluctant Prelate.
These are historians' books. Nor was Father Weber trying to compete with
Zephyrin Engelhardt's book on Mission San Buenaventura. Rather, this small
book is an updating of Father Engelhardt's book.
Father Weber's book has some fine pictures which truly present the old mission, and later only the church, as a monument of endurance, a sign of continued
religious use, and a symbol of the past, present. It is an enjoyable book. It is a
small book, but it is worth the pleasure of reading it.
The enjoyment comes from such anecdotes as chapter 27, "A Presidential
Visit"; or chapter 11, "Olive OiL" The small chapters are building blocks of
eras, past and present, which make up the living edifice of San Buenaventura, the
"Mother Church" (p. xiv) of Ventura County.

Catholic Archives at San Antonio

BARNABAS DIEKEMPER

NAVAJO BLESSINGWAY SINGER: THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF FRANK MITCHELL,
1881-1967. Ed. by Charlotte J. Frisbie and David P. McAllester. Tucson:
University of Arizona Press, 1978. Pp. x, 446. IlIus., notes, index, references,
app. $14.50.
MOST READERS OF THIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY would concur that Frank Mitchell was an
extraordinary individual, as well as being an astute and much respected leader
among the Navajo Indians. Though he was one of the first to attend the government school at Fort Defiance, he remained throughout his long life an articulate
spokesman for Navajo traditions and values. Because of his four or five years in
school, many of his Navajo contemporaries considered him well-educated; in
fact, they nicknamed him, "Big Schoolboy." After school he worked at a variety
of jobs, including a time with the Franciscan missionaries at St. Michaels and
Chinle. Shortly after that he managed through skill and verve to purchase a
wagon, quickly becoming one of the leading freighters in the area. His success as
an entrepreneur, his education, and his familial ties with another famous Navajo
leader, Charlie Mitchell, destined Frank to become an important voice in tribal
affairs. During the 1920s and 1930s he served succe~sively on the tribal council,
the new constitutional committee, and as a tribal judge. It was during this period
that he became interested in the Blessingway and other Navajo ceremonials.
From that time until his death in 1967 he was widely acknowledged as a leading
practitioner and authority on the Blessingway and the other rites. Because of his
concern for the ceremonials' preservation, Mitchell unhesitatingly collaborated
with many anthropologists to share his knowledge of these intricate, beautiful
rites.
The Blessingway rites are the mainstay of Navajo religion, controlling all other
ceremonials. As Leland C. Wyman notes in the Foreword, their pre-eminent role
is due in some extent to their historical importance, originating as they did after
the Emergence and thus giving them historical precedence over all other rites.
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Also, they are the only ones in the whole complex of Navajo song ceremonials
that are preventive rather than curative. As Mitchell explains in his story, "Blessingway is used for everything that is good for a person or for the People. It has no
use other than tha t."
Editors Frisbie and McAllester provide in their Introduction an excellent summation of the autobiography's worth. Although understandably partial, their list
of the story's contributions to ethnology are nonetheless accurate and objective.
Besides the immediate value of providing detail about the Blessingway
ceremony, the material here also provides insight into the role of the singer in
Navajo society and into Navajo religious practices and philosophy. To both the
cultural anthropologist and the ethnohistorian, Mitchell's life offers an excellent
study into the process of acculturation and adaptation. Of special interest was
his involvement with Catholicism, and his steadfast adherence to Navajo
religious traditions. A sectarian puritan might consider this to be inconsistent,
but in Mitchell's Navajo world it was practical and acceptable. As his daughter
Augusta Sandoval explains, "Frank was always a Catholic; he was a singer of the
Blessingway in the Navajo way and a Catholic in the white people's religion."
Mitchell's autobiography is an outstanding and interesting contribution, and it
is one in which the editors have made excellent use of their field material and of
primary documents. The agency records provide a good historical framework for
those periods of the singer's life that are uncertain. There are several minor
historical discrepancies made in these records' use, but they in no way detract
from the work. The product is invaluable and will undoubtedly be of immense
value to stu?ents of Navajo culture for many years to come.

Pacific Science Center

MICHAEL J. WARNER

TORIES, DONS AND REBELS: THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION IN BRITISH WEST
FLORIDA. By J. Barton Starr. Gainesville: University Presses of Florida, 1976.
Pp. ix, 278. Maps, notes, bibliog., index. $8.50.
THE BICENTENNIAL OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION spawned a variety of scholarly
celebrations parallel to such events as the reenactments of the battle of Lexington
at football half-times and "Bicentennial Minutes" on television. It is only fitting
that some attention was devoted to the losing side and the past decade's reinvigoration of Loyalist studies has led to a number of volumes, the best being Bernard
Bailyn's Thomas Hutchinson. Under the auspices of the Florida Bicentennial
Commission, J. Barton Starr has published this workmanlike narrative of events
in the obscure, loyal British colony of West Florida.
West Florida seems to have been an area, about two hundred miles wide,
stretching from the Apalachicola River to the Mississippi River-unfortunately
the book contains no satisfactory map. There might have been as many as 1,500
white residents in the provinces when it passed to the British in 1763. This
number may have reached 3,600 white and 1,800 black (slave) settlers by the
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end of the American Revolution. The author provides no estimate of the number
of native residents who apparently played little or no role in the life of the province between 1763 and 1783.
West Florida itself impinged little upon the attention of British planners during
their two decades of responsibility for the area. At first, it was a means of controlling access to the furs and skins of the southern Appalachian highlands. It
might also have been designed as a southern check upon the independent tendencies of the older mainland colonies. Later it became a haven for Loyalist refugees
from the north. The first of these uses is barely touched upon-the latter being
the purpose of the book.
The problem with this emphasis is that nothing much happened in West
Florida during the war years. In 1778, an inept, Spanish-supported American
expedition, led by James Willing was repulsed with little effect other than
heightened anti-American feeling and the dispatch of a few hundred troops from
the North to some of the Gulf coast towns. These troops were insufficient to prevel'lt a Spanish take-over, led by Bernardo de Galvez, the following year. This latter event was recognized by the Treaty of Paris in 1783, when the territory
reverted to Spain. Starr concludes that an ineffective and weak Spanish presence
on the southern border of the United States provided that nation a greater
freedom of action that would have been the case with a British presence. I believe
this conclusion debatable at best.
This study, while providing a useful overview of events, adds little to the
scholarship on the American Revolution and Loyalists in general, or West
Florida in particular. In fact, it seems distinctly lacking in analysis of interethnic relations, the economy of the colony, or the province's place (if any) in the
imperial planning stimulated during the years of the War of Independence.

University of Colorado at Boulder

GEORGE WILLIAM PILCHER

CANYON DE CHELLY: ITS PEOPLE AND ROCK ART. By Campbell Grant. Tucson:
University of Arizona Press, 1978. Pp. xviii, 290. lIlus., notes, index. $19.50.
FOR ANTHROpoLOGISTS INTERESTED IN THE CULTURE HISTORY of the Southwest, this
is an important book. It is not exactly the kind of work we had hoped to see from
Grant's investigations in Canyon de Chelly. Still, it presents data that will make
it an essential reference regardless of its shortcomings, some of which do provide
fringe benefits for the scholar. For the historian, the high price may outweigh the
information content except for those most deeply involved in Navajo studies.
The book contains four parts plus an appendix. Part 1 describes the country.
Part 2 summarizes the prehistory and history through the return of the Navajos
from Bosque Redondo, the remaining 110 years being glossed over very briefly.
Part 3 is a short account of the people who have engaged in archeological
research in the canyons, carried through 195 I. Part 4 describes the rock art, the
Anasazi sequence being organized according to the Roberts classification,
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followed by the historic period. In each period the material is ordered by technique: pictographs (paintings) and petroglyphs (carvings) with the exception that
the generally simple Navajo charcoal drawings are included with the
petroglyphs. Numerous pictures illustrate the art discussed as well as other
aspects of the story. It seemS:l waste to this reviewer that expensive full color was
used for the dust jacket and no color at all provided in the book, for the survey includes some of the finest polychrome rock art in North America.
The first three sections of the book, while too long, do set forth Grant's own
views of the cultural and historical contexts in which the art was produced and
permit the reader to evaluate the influence these views may have had on his interpretations. The real meat, however, is found in the 118 pages of Part 4 and the
appendix. Of the 108 sites and localities described, 41 include material attributed to the historic period, the vast majority 'being of Navajo origin. Two inscriptions date from military incursions in the 1860s. A few other panels or motifs in
panels are tentatively identified as Hopi or Shoshonean.
A number of Navajo panels portray historic events, in many cases including
considerable detail. The realism is generally better for the horses and weapons
than for the people. Correlating these Navajo records with happenings described
in archival sources is an uncertain business without the Navajo oral tradition.
Guesses may be made, but it must be kept in mind that they are guesses. Grant,
following those before him, calls most soldiers Spanish, although it would seem
logical that the Anglo military were drawn more often than the one figure so
identified. More and better illustrations would have made independent
judgments easier. Grant spent only five weeks in the field and his observations
are not infallible. It may well be that knowledgeable military historians could
observe details of uniform or equipage which would provide useful insights. The
Navajo work at least provides data on how the Navajos viewed themselves, their
gods and their neighbors. The refinements of dating and analysis that will be
necessary for these pictures to divulge their full potential have yet to be done.
Grant has supplied a valuable first step. His survey identifies a large number of
sites and describes briefly the motifs present. He suggests identifications for
some, most of which are plausible, but he makes no claim to be expert in eit~er
Navajo culture or military history. With rock art as with documents it is important to consult the original whenever possible. Significant data are omitted in the
descriptions of at least three of the Navajo panels with which I am familiar.
Complete recording, especially of complex panels, often requires long and
careful scrutiny under varying conditions of light. The best photographs are frequently inadequate and drawings often omit subtle features.
Grant has done a careful job under difficult conditions. His book will make
these Navajo "archives" far more accessible to scholars in diverse fields from art
history and psychology to religion and anthropology. Properly used it can advance Navajo studies much as have the great indices of our own archives.
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AROUND THE STATE
THOMAS E. CHAVEZ
Museum of New Mexico

A valuable archive and photograph collection is housed at the Los
Alamos County Historical Museum. These records have been accessioned and are now available to the researcher, Hedy Dunn, Museum
Director, has announced.
The state government has provided funds for a survey of New Mexico's
historic buildings. The survey will be conducted from UNM's School of
Architecture and Planning under the directorship of Edith Cherry
through a new organization to be called the New Mexico Historic
Building Inventory.
One of the finer artifact collections at a local history museum is
housed at the Tularosa Historical Museum. The totally catalogued collection includes some papers and ledger books, one of which is dated
from the early 1830s in Saint Louis. This ledger includes names of many
famous trappers and is a valuable item.
Leon Gaspard was one of the major artists in the early days of the Taos
art colony. Born in Russia, he found a home in New Mexico although he
continued his travels throughout the world. After his death, however, his
widow gathered his papers and sent them off to "Chicago." After considerable research and patience, the Gaspard papers have been found in
the Archives of American Art. David Witt and Paco Blackman are now
in the process of procuring copies that will be housed at the Leon
Gaspard House Museum, Taos.
The Gaspard House along with the Mabel Dodge Luhan House will
host opening night receptions for the 1979 Historical Society of New
Mexico Annual Conference. Also on the program is such nontraditional
fare as a three-day workshop on historic preservation for architectural
and history students, a performance by the Abe Trujillo Taos Indian
Dance Group, tours of the Taos morada and Don Antonio Severino
Martinez Hacienda, and a presentation by Cleofas Vigil of the alabados
of Hispanic New Mexico. Among the scholars participating will be
George Ewing, Myra Ellen Jenkins, W. Eugene Hollon, Robert W. Larson, Robert W. Fraizer, Robert Archibald, George Moses, Spencer
Wilson, Margaret Connell Szasz, Daniel Tyler, Andrew Wallace,
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Charles C. Colley and William Gibbs, For further information, see the
program sketch following. The HSNM's revamped conferencE' has
become one of the major state history conferences in the country,
The Union County Historical Sncietyis now' seeking background information for a planned book on the pioneer families of the Clayton
area. President W. C. Whea\ley would like to pattern the potential
publication after the recent success, Roundup on the Pecos, put out by
the Chaves County Historical Society.
A small but interesting archive and photograph collection on mining
can be seen at the Raton Museum.
The Museum of New Mexico Traveling Exhibit~ Service, under the
auspices of the Education Division, reports that the following New Mexico museums and organizaticns will sponsor traveling exhibits:
Ft. Selden State Monument, "Art of the Rainmakers-Prehistoric Art
and Architecture" (January), "Pueblo Photogrammetry" (February
through April); Los Alamos County Historical Museum, "Turquoise and
Tobacco--Native American and Hispanic Trade Patterns in the Southwest" (January, February), "Then Did I Hold Firm My Well-Strung
Bow: Paintings by 15 Indian Artists" (March, April), "Pueblo Photogrammetry" (May); Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, "Then Did I Hold
Firm My Well-Strung Bow" (January); Sandia Laboratories Special Exhibitions Facility, "Chuckwagons and Cowboys-Lithographs of Theodore Van Soelen" (March, April), "La Gente de la Luz-Photographs by
Meridel Rubenstein" (May); Farmington Civic Center, "Toys and Garnes
of New Mexico," and "Historic Preservation" (May); Deming Arts Council, "Laura Gilpin Retrospective" (January, February); Western New
Mexico University Museum, "Sacred Paths-Aspects of the Native
American and Hispanic Religious Experience in the Southwest"
(January, February).
In a further attempt to reach the community, MNM is embarking on a
series of community openings with its mobile unit that houses "Pueblo
Indian Life in New Mexico." Scheduled for one-day openings are: Las
Vegas (January 26), Raton (February 9), Tucumcari (February 16),
Clovis (March 16), and Portales (March 23).

