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VIDA NUEVA: A REFLECTION OF
VILLISTA DIPLOMACY, 1914-1915
NECAH S. FURMAN

WHEN the new year began in 1914, Pancho Villa was the Mexican man of the hour. This stocky, mustachioed ex-bandido, then
Commander of the Division of the North, had won a decisive first
victory at Torreon October 1, 1913. He then proceeded to clear
the state of Chihuahua of Federal troops by attacking Chihuahua
City, Ciudad Juarez, and Tierra Blanca. Gaining control of both
the north- and southbound railroads, Villa drove the opposition
from Ojinaga across the Rio Grande into the United States. 1
The American government and the press both paid homage to
the victorious Villa-the New York Times by labelling him "the
Robin Hood of Mexico" and the United States government by
dealing with Villa through direct diplomatic channels as if he,
rather than Venustiano Carranza, were the new leader of the Mexican Constitutionalist movement. From this point on, Villa's name
occurs with increasing frequency in American diplomatic circles
and in state department papers. 2
Villa also enjoyed the goodwill of President Woodrow Wilson,
who had been inaugurated shortly after the Huerta coup d' Hat. In
his presidential address, Wilson revealed his position when he
called upon the Mexican people to initiate a free electoral system
and to eliminate Victoriano Huerta from the race for president. 3
In February, Wilson further demonstrated his friendship by refusing to recognize the Huerta regime and by lifting the arms embargo to provide for its quicker demise. To Villa, news that the
embargo had been lifted was' cause for celebration. Filled with
gratitude, he joyfully threw his hat into the air and proclaimed
Wilson to be "the most/just man in the world." "All Mexicans
0028-06206/78/0400-0171 $2.20/0
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would love him," he said, and "we will look upon the United
States as our greatest friend!"4
These circumstances, originating with Francisco Madero's
assassination, Huerta's ignominious rise to power, and Wilson's
refusal to recognize the Huerta government, provided the basis for
the pro-American attitude of the Villistas at the inception of 1914.
By then Villa had recognized his need for a means of communicating his views to the people. In a country where press censorship
was traditional and accepted, Villa would have been remiss not to
use the news media as a political tool. Consequently, it is not surprising to find Villa publishing his own newspaper Vida Nueva:
Diario Politico y de Informacion in April 1914. Originally under
the directorship of journalist Manuel Bauche Alcalde, the paper
became the official organ of the Villista faction, despite the fact
that the title implied its connection to the Constitutionalists and
Carranza. s
In his memoirs, Villa referred to Vida Nueva as "our newspaper" and stated that he used it as a vehicle for publication of his
laws and decrees and also as an organ to influence the people
against or to "offset Carranza's propaganda." This last statement
is significant in that it indicates the intense rivalry between Carranza and Villa for political support of the masses. It was wellknown that Carranza exerted considerable influence in the same
manner through government-controlled newspapers in other parts
of the country.6
Villa, however, was to use Vida Nueva to voice opposition to
whomever opposed him, including Huerta initially, Carranza indirectly and continuously, and the United States eventually.
Therefore, a careful study of this newspaper during these years is
valuable not only as an example of traditional use of the media by
Mexican political powers, but also for the mirror view it gives to
the attitude of the Villistas toward the United States-an attitude
that followed a pendulum path from pro-American, anti-Carranza
propaganda to anti-American diatribes. By the same token, it
reflects the rise and fall of Pancho Villa.
Although uneducated, Villa realized the value of creating a
favorable climate of opinion. He granted interviews to American
news correspondents, and in addition to the publication of Vida

FURMAN: VIDA NUEVA

173

Nueva in Chihuahua and elsewhere, he reportedly paid an El Paso
paper a handsome fee to guarantee a good press in that border
city. His public relations consciousness also is reflected in his
acquisition of partial ownership in a motion picture concern to
record his victories on film. Critics like to say that he would postpone a battle in order to insure proper conditions for filming. 7
However, the major vehicle for the dissemination of Villista propaganda was Vida Nueva.
As the April issues of Vida Nueva went into publication in 1914,
a schism was developing between Carranza and VilIa. 8 The correlation between the timing for publication of the newspaper and
the developing hostility between the two Mexican leaders is noteworthy. One must conclude that Villa was in earnest when he
stated that the organ would be used to counter Carranza propaganda, although there are few signs of overt anti-Carranza sentiment expressed in the initial issue of the paper. The major means
of detracting from Carranza was initially to glorify VilIa, and to
issue statements and explanations to the people that often were
contrary to Carranza's official position.
During 1914, it was an easy matter for the editor to glorify Pancho Villa. The capture of Torreon for the second time especially
enhanced his reputation as a military leader. After making elaborate battle plans, providing railroad cars for the wounded, amassing supplies, and even employing American "barnstormers" to
pilot airplanes equipped with metal pipes loaded with dynamite,
the Villista forces held the town after what has been termed the
most difficult fighting of the revolution. 9 Vida Nueva welcomed
the conquering hero with two-inch headlines:
jjVIVA VILLA!! jjTORREON ES NUESTRO!!
ijHEROE DEL DOS DE ABRIL!!
The issue was dedicated "AI Gran General, a Francisco Villa"
and his invincible Division of the North. Villa and his forces were
lauded for their defeat of the "endless chain of criminal personalities, and in particular Victoriano Huerta." The hope was expressed that the Constitutionalists would be recognized because of
the fall of Torreon and because of what was publicized as "the
great spirit of cordiality toward the United States." Wilson's com-
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mendations to the Villistas for their humanitarianism, prevention
of property damage, and good treatment of prisoners also received
broad coverage. IO
This spirit of mutual admiration between the United States and
Villa was tempered somewhat by American fears that the Spaniards in the captured city might be executed. Knowing full well
Villa's intense dislike for the traditional overlords of his race, the
United States prevailed upon his desire for continued American
goodwill with the result that Villa simply expelled the Spaniards
from Mexico. II
Meanwhile, events of a more serious nature were complicating
diplomatic relations at Tampico where Huerta still held control. A
party of American sailors in uniform had gone ashore to obtain
gasoline when they were arrested at the Iturbide Bridge and
paraded through the streets by the Huertistas. To Rear Admiral
Henry C. Mayo this was an international affront to the United
States, and in retaliation, he insisted that the Federals hoist the
American flag and show their respect with a twenty-one gun
salute. To complicate matters further, while the United States
Congress was voting its support for Mayo, a German ship, the
Ypiranga, was landing in Veracruz with arms and munitions for
the Huerta forces. Rear Admiral Frank T. Fletcher, commander of
naval forces in the area, received orders to prevent delivery of the
cargo, and on April 21, the American Marines landed and took
possession of the city.12
President Wilson hastened to assure Carranza that the United
States had no desire for war with Mexico, that they were simply
acting in reprisal for the actions and insults of Huerta. Nevertheless, Carranza's response showed that he considered it an invasion of Mexican territory. With the exception of Villa, Carranza
was supported in this position by his generals. 13 The Villista reaction to the affair was well-expressed in Vida Nueva where
headlines read "Huerta Once Again Betrays the Fatherland- Provokes an International Conflict to Save Himself." The article
claimed that Huerta instigated the Tampico situation in a theatrical attempt to rally the Mexican people to his support by causing
an incident that would result in American intervention. The journalist stressed that Huerta could not expect to escape punishment.
According to Villa's view, Huerta's actions were simply diver-
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sionary tactics that endangered MexicancAmerican relations; and
contrary to the reaction of Carranza, Villa did not believe that intervention warranted war. 14
Vida Nueva devoted considerable space to the Tampico incident, assuring the Mexican people that the United States meant
them no harm, and continuing to feature the affair as being
another among the many crimes of Victoriano Huerta. A headline
in the April 16, 1914, issue admitted that the deployment of the
American fleet to the port of Tampico might yield "lamentable
consequences"; yet, on the same page, another title relayed word
from the United States Department of the Navy that the American
administration hoped that the Constitutionalists would not misinterpret naval maneuvers in Mexican waters, stating that their
objective was simply to force Huerta to accede to the demanded
salute. IS
Reflective not only of pro-Americanism, the articles in Vida
Nueva at this point showed a distinct tendency to influence and
mold the mind-set of the Mexican readers, urging, for example,
"rejoicing. . . that the terrible hecatomb of international war, so
innobly provoked, not be added to the afflictions our country is
already suffering. "16 In a personal interview, Villa very clearly expressed his stand on the Tampico and Veracruz incidents. Primarily, he said that the affair was a problem between General Huerta
and Woodrow Wilson. Then, asked what would happen to Americans in the event of war between Mexico and the United .States,
Villa responded; "American civilians, living in Constitutionalist
controlled territories would be treated according to the rules of
war followed by civilized countries." Questioned as to his course
of action if the Mexican people in Constitutionalist territory were
to show anti-American tendencies and personal reprisals, Villa
responded: "The army under my command has been sufficiently
powerful to drive 25,000 well-armed soldiers from rebel territory;
and I believe it [the Villista army] would be sufficient to stifle any
anti-American uprising that might occur, although I do not
believe that the Tampico incident merits a war between the two
nations."17
Despite Villa's strong words of support, these incidents at Tampico and Veracruz were the cause for the issuance of the organ's
most critical public position to date. The headline read "The In~
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tervention is Unjustified," but the explanation rationalized that intervention, saying that the peaceful occupation of Veracruz was
caused by Federalist treason. Furthermore, the journalist warned
that the United States and Mexico would become the laughingstock of the world if they fought each other "to please a madman," meaning Huerta. Emphasis was placed on the fact that the
two countries were tied socially and economically and that it
would be mutually beneficial for them to work together. Thus,
under cover of direct and abusive barbs at Huerta, the Villista
organ also opposed the diplomacy of Carranza, who was dealing
with the Americans as interventionists. IS
The American occupation of Veracruz did not alter Villa's personal pro-American stance, although Carranzista newspapers attempted to align Villa with the hostile views of the First Chief.
From the United States, Wilson sent Special Agent for the State
Department George C. Carothers to meet with Villa to ascertain
his true feelings about the situation. At a conference in Juarez,
Villa assured Carothers "that there would be no war between the
United States and the Constitutionalists; that he [Wilson] is too
good a friend of ours and considers us too good friends of theirs for
us to engage in a war which neither side desires"; then with characteristic bluntness, he concluded by pointing out that other nations would laugh and say, "The little drunkard has succeeded in
drawing them in."19
In this spirit of friendship, Villa announced in Vida Nueva that
a train would be provided to take the American families in Chihuahua back to the United States. By April 28, 1914, Villa gave
another interview, reassuring the people that the crisis was past
and mentioning again that the whole problem had been provoked
by "enemies of the people's cause." When asked about his feelings
concerning editors in El Paso who published newspapers in Spanish criticizing the United States government, he replied:
I have read them and the writings are calculated to cause hate between certain classes, and they should not be tolerated in times like
these. If these writers are not pleased with the United States, let
them come to this side if they want to fight, as they say they do in
their editorials. It will be my pleasure to give them arms and pay
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their trip to Saltillo where they will have the opportunity to fight
with the true friends of Mexico. 20

Villa obviously had no tolerance at this time for criticism of the
United States from either side of the border. Eventually, the affair
was turned over to mediation by the ABC powers at the Niagara
Falls Conference in New York. 21 As the summer ended, the United
States became increasingly preoccupied with the war machine in
Europe, but it was clear that the Veracruz intervention might well
have ended in open conflict had it not been for the efforts of Villa
in behalf of the United States, particularly considering the antiAmericanism of Carranza and his generals.
While the United States was concerned with developments on
the European front, the revolution in Mexico proceeded along its
violent course. Constitutionalist forces captured Tampico on May
14, 1914; and on May 20, Villa added Saltillo to his list of conquests. He had regained control of Zacatecas by June 23, 1914,
against Carranza's orders. The resultant rift brewing between
Carranza and Villa postponed the ultimate victory.22 Realizing
the problems a split would create, the United States attempted to
heal the breach by sending Carothers to consult with Villa once
again. Carothers reported that Villa was well aware of the danger,
but showed surprise that "the great nation" [United States] could
not see Carranza for what he was.
By July, Carranza and Villa had patched up their differences
much according to the status quo, with Carranza as First Chief
and Villa as Commander of the Division of the North. However,
one important change occurred; Carranza requested that the
United States close the border to the shipment of munitions to any
place other than Tampico where he held control, effectively eliminating Villa's source of supply. During this period of tension,
Villa assured the United States and the Mexican people of his absolute confidence in W.ilson. 23
After refusing the mediation of the ABC powers, Carranza
marched into Mexico City.24 Not long thereafter Carranza's and
Villa's forces faced each other in combat at Naco, Sonora. When
several citizens were wounded on the American side of the Rio
Grande, the United States invited Villa and Carranzista General

178

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 53:2 1978

Alvaro Obregon to a conference to mediate their differences and
make arrangements for the protection of American lives. Vida
Nueva covered the "grand reception" that the two generals received in El Paso, Texas, prior to proceeding to Sonora where they
settled the dispute. The renewed cordiality between Carranza and
Villa led to a joint request that the American forces be withdrawn
from Veracruz, but the cordiality was only temporary. By Septembee 23, 1914, Vice Consul John Silliman sent a telegram to the
Secretary of State, reading: "Break between Villa and Carranza is
now hopeless. Villa in telegram to Carranza yesterday disowns
him as First Chief, . . ." As Villa explained to the American officials, he had taken this action because he felt that Carranza was
incapable of establishing a democratic government. 25
On September 30, 1914, Villa issued his "Manifesto to the Mexican People," publicly indicting Carranza for failing to keep his
word on the issues of free elections and the establishment of a civil
government. 26 Villa had begun to declare himself openly against
Carranza even prior to this. Using Vida Nueva as his podium, he
had appealed dramatically to his constituents, asking them to
recall the "ideals of the Revolution," reminding them that these
ideals were still being guarded by the Division of the North, which
he said, "will nurture them in the face of all ambition, because
they are consecrated by popular sentiment, watered by the blood
of its martyrs."27 With publication of Villa's Manifesto, there was
no turning back, although the generals and Villa made plans to
hold a convention at Aguascalientes with the objective of setting
up the framework for a new government. By early November
1914, Vida Nueva was able to announce triumphantly: "The
Assembly has decided to let Carranza go"; and in smaller print,
"It also resolved that G. Villa should give up his command as
Division Chief. "28
Carranza responded to his dismissal with his own proclamation
disowning the Convention for not adhering to his demands. The
Villista organ jubilantly announced that "At Last the Ambitious
Porfirist, V. Carranza, has Unmasked Himself." Four days later,
the Convention allied themselves firmly with Villa and declared
Carranza in rebellion. General Eulalio Gutierrez became the provisional president, while generals Pablo Gonzalez and Alvaro

FURMAN: VIDA NUEVA

179

Obregon withdrew and joined Carranza at Veracruz. Once again
Mexico was in the throes of revolution. 29
In this new phase of the fighting, General Emiliano Zapata
decided to join Villa after a meeting in the ancient town of
Xochimilco. Carothers, who witnessed the meeting, said that the
two "locked arms and went to the municipal school building,
where they were to hold a conference. . . . Villa finally opened
the conversation and both of them fell to discussing a character
neither liked-Carranza." On December 6, 1914, Villa and
Zapata with approximately 30,000 men made an impressive entry
into Mexico City where the provisional president and the
diplomatic corps reviewed the troops.30
During this period when the provisional government under Villa
held sway, Vida Nueva reported that circulars were being
distributed, supposedly by Masons of the Scottish Rite, inciting
Mexicans to attack Americans in Veracruz. According to editorial
interpretation, however, this was simply another ploy of Carranza's. Furthermore, the writer pointed out that the Americans
would have left long ago if Cam;lllza had been willing to comply
with the conditions imposed by the United States. The paper admitted that the United States occupation was a "shame," but the
blame rested with the Carranzistas. 31 Vida Nueva covered
American plans for evacuation of Veracruz conscientiously, but
voiced no criticism of United States procedures. Villa still enjoyed
Wilson's support, and he, in turn, continued to act as their public
relations man in Mexico. Editorials assured the people that money
collected by the customs office of the port would be turned over to
Mexico when the government had stabilized, and furthermore,
that the United States would not take part in the internal politics
of the country.32
Toward the last week in December 1914, a split developed between the provisional president Gutierrez and Villa. Gutierrez
planned to abandon the capital of the provisional government,
San Luis Potosi; and when Villa learned of this, he sent a detachment of his own men to guard the president-in effect, placing
him under house arrest. By January 16, 1915, Gutierrez managed
to escape, taking with him "ten millions of public funds." Villa,in
the meantime, was given a vote of confidence by the Convention
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and again confirmed as Commander in Chief, while the United
States urged Carranza and Obregon to take effective measures to
protect life and property belonging to American citizens. 33 Despite
the revival of the Revolution under Villa and Carranza, William
Jennings Bryan promised that there would be no intervention
while he was Secretary of State and expressed his "unshakeable
confidence in Villa. "34
During the next few months, the Villistas found themselves involved in an international guessing game, trying to determine
which faction the United States would recognize. In February,
news analysists reported that the Department of State in Washington had announced that Villa had the advantage, yet, Wilson had
started showing some concern over the bad conditions in the Mexican capital. 35
For the first time the Villista paper seemed uncertain of the
American position. A headline classified the attitude of the United
States as "unknown" one day and then stated with certitude a few
days later that the government of the Convention "would soon be
recognized. "36 Nevertheless, the staff continued to use Vida Nueva
as an extensive propaganda tool. Villa's defeat at Celaya, for example, was transformed into "a brilliant triumph" under their
imaginative editing. In all fairness, however, accounts of the outcome of this battle were contradictory even in United States
papers, possibly because both Villa and Carranza initially
claimed the victory. Later, in reference to Celaya, Vida Nueva explained that "Regrouping does not mean defeat." In retrospect,
historians have classified the reverses that Villa suffered at Celaya
as "decisive." Not only was it damaging to his reputation as a
military hero, but it also may have lessened his credibility in the
eyes of Woodrow Wilson. 37
The next month, the American president sent his special envoy
Duval West to interview both Villa and Carranza and report his
impressions and findings. Vida Nueva covered the visit of West
without criticism of Wilson's tactics, yet, they more than likely
were aware that the results of the visit would have an impact on
his decision-making regarding recognition. West's presence
reflected Wilson's renewed interest in the Mexican situation; and
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rumors of intervention, previously forgotten because of the European war, were revived by the end of May.JB To the Villistas,
Wilson's announcement of his intention to make "a brief declaration" on Mexico was interpreted accurately as the precursor of a
new policy. To date, Villa had not faltered in his pattern of
cooperation and support for United States diplomacy. He had, in
fact, announced on different occasions his willingness to come to
an agreement, even if it meant eliminating himself from the leadership role. Carranza, likewise, continued his pattern of truculent
disregard for the wishes of the United States. J9
Wilson waited until early summer before making his statement
to the Mexican public. His declaration expressed concern for the
tragic state of Mexico's land and her starving people, advising
them that the United States would soon make a decision to support
a single party if the warring factions could not bring themselves to
uni teo 40 Wilson's statement of June 2, 1915, was one of the first indications that the United States was going to play the vacillating
game of "watchful waiting." For the first time, Villa found it
necessary to go on the defensive. In his announcement, for example, Wilson had charged that the "Central Authority" at Mexico
City had been "undermined and its authority denied by those who
were expected to support it." Villa responded by stating that Carranza had not been recognized because he had not accepted the
platform of the Revolution, thereby repudiating it even though the
Constitutionalists had convoked it. In a lengthy and respectful letter to Wilson, Villa spoke of his attempts at instituting a government based on free elections and the fact that both he and General
Obreg6n had made a proposal to that effect-a proposal that had
been rejected by Carranza. 4 !
A charge even more offensive to Villa was Wilson's claim that
there was no protection for Mexico's citizens or for the citizens of
nations residing in Mexico. Vilia, with few exceptions, had been
extremely cooperative in providing for protection of Americans
especially. Even in his dealings with the Spaniards, whom he
detested, he had adhered to the will of President Wilson to expel
rather than execute them. 42 In effect, Wilson's mandate and
Villa's response mark the beginning of a transition in Villista-
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American relations that would culminate in the October 19,
1915, recognition of Carranza's de facto government.
By this time, Villa had suffered additional losses on the battlefield, at Leon as well as at Celaya; and now it appeared that he
also had suffered a loss in prestige on the diplomatic front. Villa
consistently had bowed to the wishes of the American president
with few exceptions. He had been led to believe that he had their
support-after all, he was the proponent of the Wilsonian ideal of
democratic elections; but now Wilson was making accusations
which Villa felt were unwarranted. Had he not consistently supported the actions of the United States in Mexico, even to the extent of rationalizing American intervention in Veracruz? Thus,
Wilson's "watchful waiting" could only have been received by
Villa as a personal as well as military and political betrayal.
Nevertheless, he did not alter his public stance, believing perhaps
that the ultimate decision would go in his favor. The pages of Vida
Nueva still expressed his confidence in Wilson and showed that he
hoped for-in fact, expected-recognition.
Licenciado Lagos Chazaro, Villista delegate from the state of
Chihuahua, who had been elected by the Convention after Gonzalez Garza had been deposed, answered Wilson's note in Vida
Nueva. He assured the people that even though the Villista and
Carranza factions could not settle their disagreements as Wilson
desired and even though the United States might have to intervene, their occupation would be "friendly" and in no way pose
a threat to the Mexican people. 43 Yet, in the editorial section of
that same issue, a story about twin mountains was very revealing:
Las Voces de Los Colonos-Otra Vez Dialogaron Las Montanas
Gemelas Dijo la del penacho humeante:
'2,Que rumor es que viene del norte?'
Y replica la de la copa de nieve:
'Son voces de amenaza de los fuertes.'
'2, Y a quien amenazan?'
A los que suponen debiles.'
'jTodavfa 10 mismo! Y crei que la fuerza ya estaba de parte de la
razan, del derecho, y de la justiciar
'No hermana. Aun no: jAcaso mas tarde!'
Y enmudecieron otra vez las gigantescas moles con sus altivas cum-
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bres dominando el inmenso valle como dos monumentos erigidos
por el supremo Dios para eterI)izar la memoria de una raza. 44
Using the twin mountains in the Valley of Mexico to symbolize the
people, the ensuing dialogue presented a contradictory view of the
United States as "the threatening voice of the strong" directed
against the weak, meaning Mexico, and referring to the threat of
intervention. The growing disillusionment of the people is shown
in the question asked by the mountain with the smoking crest: "I
thought that force was now on the side of reason, law, and justice?" indicating that the Villistas thought that the United States
would intervene in their behalf or grant recognition-but with
sadness and disappointment, the answer is given: "No, sister, not
yet: Maybe later." The story, in picturesque terms, reveals not
only disillusionment with the vacillation of the United States, but
also the hope that the "threatening power of the North" would
come to its senses eventually and support the Villistas in what they
believed to be their righteous cause. 45
Carranza, in the meantime, continued with tactics diametrically opposed to those of Villa. The ploy of the First Chief was to
force recognition through military might and a planned program
of depredations along the southern border. After the capture of a
flag bearing the slogan: "Liberating Army of the Mexicans in
Texas," an investigation followed which revealed that this group
had been organized as part of the "Plan de San Diego," a movement to regain Texas and other states for the Mexicans. Vida
Nueva charged that the Carranzistas were responsible for the
movement and that the outrages along the border were being perpetrated in hopes of causing a war with the United States. 46
Certain factors seemed to substantiate that position. Carranza,
for example, continued his belligerency in direct violation of a
pact signed with General Hugh Scott to protect American citizens.
And in addition to the attack on Naco, Sonora, an increasingly
large number of violations of American ,territory and damage to
American life and property began to occur. The American reaction to Mexican infringement on United States territory also
became more serious and reprisals more commonplace. 41
By mid-August, 1915, these revolutionary activities along the
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border and coverage of the Pan-American Conference dominated
the pages of Vida' Nueva. Depredations on the border frontier were
of such a nature as to infuriate Texas borderlanders, but the
atrocities were not restricted to one side. For example, on
September 16, 1915, Vida Nueva reported that five Mexicans had
been killed by the "Yankees." The story described details of the
"cruel murder" of these men by Texas Rangers in San Benito. One
week later, a Carranzista officer crossed the Rio Grande at Los
Pelados with a detachment of troops recently arrived from Matamoros and, landing on American soil, attacked a small detachment of American soldiers stationed at the crossing, killing two of
them. One of the men was carried across and murdered on the
Mexican side; his ears and head cut off; and his body thrown into
the river. 48
Vida Nueva repeatedly linked the border activities with the Carranzistas. Editorials voiced concern that the activities of these
renegades compromised the negotiations of the Pan-American
Congress in progress since August 10, 1915, in New York. In addition to problems along the border, it was revealed that agents of
Carranza were acting as agitators at the meeting. Carranza, as opposed to Villa, obviously was not interested in pacification. He instructed Juan E. Arredondo to inform the Wilson administration
that "the only possible, just and acceptable solution would be to
allow the revolution to take its natural course until the complete
triumph of the party which represents the greatest needs and
popularity. "49 Considering Carranza's recent victories and conversely, Villa's defeats, this position was perhaps a logical one.
The editor felt that the outcome of the expected battle outside
Torreon as well as the struggle taking place in northern Mexico
would be an influential factor in the forthcoming decision of the
Pan-American Conference regarding recognition. 50
Meanwhile the atrocities and border raids in South Texas continued. Raids were conducted at Brownsville, Red House Ferry,
Progreso Post Office, and Los Pelados, as well as on American
mining properties in Mexico. Additional evidence linked the raids
to the Plan de San Diego and Carranza. Flags found at battle
scenes after the assault on San Ignacio and Webb Station lent
credibility to the reports promulgated in Vida Nueva. A message
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intercepted from the Germans revealed the efforts of that country
in instigating uprisings in Texas, and testimony of individuals
before the Fall Committee in later years were to add credence to
the claims that Carranza was responsible for the raids. A newspaper of Laredo, Texas, El Progreso, known to be an organ of Carranza, had been publishing articles of what was termed "the
most incendiary nature," assailing Wilson. 51 Another paper, El
Dem6crata of Matamoros, published circulars urging Mexico to
unite in fighting the Texas Revolution; and in El Paso, the town
awoke one morning to find banners flying in the streets and on
buildings calling upon the Mexican Americans to rise up in arms
and overthrow the government of the United States. 52
Vida Nueva continued to publish reports, which were denied,
connecting Carranza to the movement. One such report concerned an invader who had been killed with documents on his person showing him to be a Carranzista officer. It was also reported
that Carranzista soldiers joined the guerrillas after the Battle of
Reynosa. 53 Carranza's objective was to continue.harrassment until
the United States was forced to recognize the de facto government.
From the German viewpoint, if they could involve the United
States in a war with Mexico, the chances of American involvement
in the European theatre would be lessened.
By this time, the temper of some of the articles in Vida Nueva
verged on desperation, as if the Villistas were making a final
urgent attempt to persuade the American administration of the
righteousness of their cause. The editor warned the United States
that recognition of the Carranza government would mean, in effect, that Wilson himself would have to assume the responsibility
for losses caused by the Texas depredations. 54 Yet, the paper was
still basically pro-American. When reporting news from the European theatre, for example, Vida Nueva sided with the United
States against "The Atrocities of the Germans in France."55 But
the hour of decision was approaching. By September 24, 1915, the
headlines openly questioned the "outcome of the Mexican situation." Both sides, according to Vida Nueva were equally strong,
therefore neither side would ever win; constant fighting would
simply debilitate the country. 56
From September 25 to October 5, publication of Vida Nueva
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was suspended. The explanation given was that employees from
the printing shop were absent, but there was no elaboration concerning the reasons for their absence. It does appear significant,
however, that on the same page the administration of the paper
chose to make an announcement to the effect that they had attempted to fight the revolution through publications of Vida
Nueva, and that the paper and staff had been "always proud to
serve," from its inception as "the Voice of the Revolution. "57 Ending on a valiant note, the article declared: "It is for these reasons
that the future does not frighten us, nor does the present sadden us,
given that great social upheavals, of necessity, require great
sacrifices. We have faith in the triumph of our cause."58 As late as
October 7, 1915, the Villistas were attempting to bolster the
morale of their followers. "Nothing is Lost" ran the headlines for
this date followed by a lengthy defense of Villa's situation. A statement advised the people that "the supposed military supremacy of
Carranza merely exists in the imagination of his supporters and in
the fantastic legends of the Foreign Press."59 Yet, the tone of the
releases indicated clearly an awareness of the desperate status of
their cause.
Other Mexican leaders, such as Emiliano Zapata, seemed to be
aware that Carranza would be recognized. He warned that the
fighting would only be intensified if this were to occur. "Five
years of fighting," he pronounced, "do not affect the spirit of those
who fight for their rights."60
Just a few days later that "spirit" was severely tested when on
October 9, 1915, the United States Secretary of State Robert Lansing and the ambassadors of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and the
ministers from Bolivia, Uruguay, and Guatemala decided to recognize the Carranza government. The release given to the press
stated that they considered it "the only party possessing the essentials for recognition as the de facto government of Mexico." The
United States did not officially recognize Carranza until October
19, 1915; and on that same day, President Wilson imposed an embargo on arms and munitions. 61
While the United States and the Latin American countries were
deciding the fate of Mexico, Pancho Villa and his still large but
somewhat disorganized forces were operating in the state of Chi-
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huahua. It was here in Juarez that Villa learned the incredible
news that his enemy had been recognized. He was giving an interview to a member of the El Paso press and expounding on his
twenty-two years as a champion for the cause of liberty and justice
for the Mexican people, when he mentioned the sympathy of the
"great President Wilson" for his suffering countrymen. The allusion to Wilson brought forth a question:
"Dispatches from Washington indicate, General Villa, that it is
almost certain that the government of the United States will recognize Carranza. Have you any comment on this?"
Instantly, an expression of gloom passed over the eyes and face of
General Villa:
"I did not know this," he said, "Is it true? Are you sure? Those
dispatches are authentic? Carranza! Recognize Carranza? The government of Washington recognized the faction of Carranza-Are
you sure this news is true?"
The reporter repeated that it was true. There was a brief pause, and
General Villa began to speak with some difficulty:
"Washington will recognize Carranza," he said reflectively.
"President Wilson will recognize the Carranzista faction and other
governments will recognize him too. Very good friend, what has to
I be will be; we will wait and see. It may be that it will make no difference.' '62

Obviously stunned, VilIa must have felt a tremendous sense of
betrayal. Commenting further, he noted that recognition of Carranza could only have been granted by a nation not wishing to
see Mexico at peace. "Compared with what may come," he said,
"the Mexican Revolution of these last four years would only be
child's play; the new one would be a war without clemency."
Villa stressed that he had respected and protected American interests while Carranza had not. He concluded by saying, "You
have told me that Carranza will be recognized, but I cannot
believe it. "63
By the end of November 1915, Villa had issued another manifesto to the Mexican public, spelling out his disenchantment with
Wilson and, in effect, the new Villista policy. 64 In his decree, Villa

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW 53:2 1978

188

protested Wilson's brand of diplomacy, calling him "only a tartuffe capable of selling himself to the Potentates. "65
Rumors persisted into the New Year to the effect that Wilson
would inevitably withdraw recognition. 66 Perhaps to help Wilson
with his decision, and true to his word, Villa attacked Agua
Prieta, but the field fortifications and searchlights illuminating the
battlefield worked to his disadvantage. Villa felt that the lights
had been placed there by the United States Army, and his bitterness toward his onetime friend increased. After another defeat at
Hermosillo, Villa's military power was fragmented. 67 It became
apparent that "La Vida Nueva," the new life, under Villa was not
to be. True to his predictions, the battles continued after recognition of Carranza, but according to older ground rules-the bandido tactics of an earlier day. Rejected by the country he had
respected and supported, Villa was to vent his bitterness and hostility at Santa Ysabel and Columbus, New Mexico.
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