
A 1910 Albuquerque Bungalow
with an Alvarado Dormer Window

by Robert R. Whi te

Julius Mand ell was 15 years old in 1903
when he left his nati ve Alsaee-Lorraine
and journeyed to Albu querque, New Mex­
ico. His immigration was sponsored by a
distant rela tive, Sol Weiller , who gave him
a job at the clothing firm of Weiller and
Benjam in.

Mandell quickl y rose to a position of im­
portance in the Albuquerque businesscom­
munity. Besides being a good businessman ,
Mandell had the advantage of being
related to men who were not only leaders
in the Jewish community but who held
positions of importance in comm erce and
politics. Among such relati ves was his un­
cle, Micha el Mandell, who own ed a large
clothin g store and was mayor of Albuquer­
que from 1890 to 1891. Julius Mandell
opened his own clothing store in 1907. It
was first known as Mandell, Myer & Co.:
some years later it becam e Mandell,
Dreyfuss & Co. , and when the firm finall y
ended business in 1971, it was known
simply as Mandell's.

On Jul y 1, 1907, Mandell married Mari e
Benjamin , who was the younger sister of
the junior partner of the firm of Weiller
and Benjamin , where he had been work­
ing. Th e young couple lived at 600 2nd
Street at a boarding house run by Mari e's
mot her, but with a new store and a new
bride, Mandell began thin king of a more
suita ble place to live. In 1908 he purchased
a lot on 12th Street across from the home of
Michael Mandell.

In 1910, Julius Mandell built a home on

his lot at 315 12th Street, NW. Th e house is
a substantial brick bungalow, with blue­
brick accents in a mostly red-brick facade.
Mandell's son, Joe, who still lives in the
house, states that the contracto r, Frank A.
Stephens, built the house for $4200 but
underestimated the cost of the blue brick
and went broke wi th two rooms upstairs
left unfinished (they have remained un­
finished).

Th e Mandell house is in most respects
similar to bungalows built elsewhere in
1910. What sets this house apart , how ever ,
is that it has a prominent dormer window
that seems to have been dir ectly inspired
by Albuquerque's Mission-style Alvarado
Hotel. Thi s may have been the first
domestic use of a Mission-style feature in
the city . Another feature that was derived
from the Alvar ado is the quatrefoil vent in
the gable over the front door (although this
is not strictly a Mission Revival feature).

Julius Mand ell did not leave any record
as to why he united two such disparate
styles in the construction of his house. It is
possible, though, to propose a theory that
might satisfactorily explain why this event
is of special significance in Albuquerque's
architectural histor y. When Mandell
decided to build his house in 1910, he no
doubt thought that a brick bu ngalow was
the only proper house for a man of his stan­
ding in the community . However , he (or
conceivably, his builder) probably saw the
Alvarado Hotel every day and admired its
architecture, and whil e not fully accepting

the possibility of building a hom e in the
Mission style, decided that a minor feature
or two derived from the Alvarado would
be an appropriate addition to his home.
Th e construction of this home, then ,
represents a transitional phase in the
gradual acceptance of regional building
styles in Albuquerque.

By the 1920's, the dominant domestic
building styles in Albuquerque included
Mission Revival , Pueblo Revival , Ter­
ritorial Revival , Southwest Vernacular,
and Mediterranean variations. But in
1910, Albuquerque architectural design
generally took its inspiration from what
was popular on the East Coast and in the
Mid-West. The Alvarado Hotel was built
in 1902 and Hodgin Hall at the University
of New Mexico was redesigned in Pueblo
Revival style in 1908, but it was not until
World War I that the construction of such
buildings as Carlos Vierra's house and the
Museum of Fine Arts in Santa Fe brought
about a widespread acceptance of
southwestern building styles . Julius
Mandell's ideas about house design were
thus a decade ahead of his time, and he
should be given credit as one of the first
proponents of southwestern building styles
in the early years of this century. R. W.

Robert R. White is a hydrologist
and historian living in Albuquer­
que. His book, "Th e Taos Society
of Artists", was published in 1983
by the University of New Mexico
Press in conjunction with
Historical Society of New Mexico.

Mission-style donner window on the Mandoll
house. Photo by Robert R. White, March 1987.
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NEW MEXICO CHAPTER
ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK INSTITUTE

P.O. Box 36041
Albuquerque, NM 87176·6041

When you specify " AWI standards," don 't just hope they are followed . Count on it. ....by making sure an AWI member does the job.
AWI members are the only architectural woodworkers obligated to follow AWI standards.

ACTIVE MEMBERS

LIVINGWARE FURNITURE, INC.
9700 Trumbull S.E.

Albuquerque, NM 87123
(505) 294·5664

CHATEAU MILL
3417 Girard N.E.

Albuquerque, NM 87107
(505) 884-2066

ARCHITECTURA L WOODWORKING
P.O. Box 9043

Albuquerque, NM 87119
(505) 242-8774

DODD CABINET COMPANY
P.O. Box 21339

Albuquerque, NM 87154
(505) 293-7679

SOUTHWEST CUSTOM CABINETS, INC.
514 Carmony Rd., N.E.

Alb uquerque, NM 87107
(505) 242·1173

CREATIVE CARPENTRY
P.O. Box 40008

Albuquerque, NM 87196
(505) 243-4605

BRADBURY & STAMM CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.
P.O. Box 25027

Albuquerque, NM 87125
(505) 765-1200

CABINETS BY LUCERO, INC.
115 North Prince
Clov is , NM 88101

(505) 763-6953

ROMBIN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
6213 Cole Lane S.W.

Albuquerque, NM 87105
(505) 867·4440

FENESTRA
206 Atrlsco Drive S.W.

Albuquerque, NM 87105
(505) 83H1499

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

NEW MEXICO SUPPLY CO.
4606 McLeod N.E.

Albuquerque , NM 87109
(505) 881-9588

xrrrs ENTERPRISES, INC.
P.O. Box 25465

Albuquerque, NM 87125
(505) 345-813fi

FRA~K PAXTON LUMBER CO.
P.O. Box 25125

Albuquerque, NM 87125
(505) 243-7891

WILLIAMS MAC HINER Y
3100 Pan Amer ican Fwy. N.E.

Albuquerque, NM 87109
(505) 292·9000

FRANCIS WAGNER CO.
3425 Girard , N.E.

Albuquerque, NM 87107
(505) 884-2431

SUNWEST SURFACES, INC.
2512 Mad ison , N.E.

Alb uquerque, NM 87110
(505) 884-5555

Brick Paversll
ASTM C902 Class SX (Severe Weather)

Made in New Mexico 11

Patio at Cross 01 the Martyrs - Santa Fe, N.M.

The designers of this patio in Santa Fe had a special need. Kinney Brick filled that need with hand
carved and stamped personalized Brick Pavers. Ask us about your special needs.

Kinney Brick Co.

8 / May-June 1987

Albuquerque, NM (505)877-4550



WITH

. .
insurance premiums.
4. It's insect-proof.
S. And its reputation

for quality brings
a higher resale
value.

So whether
you're buying,
building, or
remodeling, choose
brick. And build a

better life.
For more

information about the benefits
of brick, contact your local brick
manufacturer or dealer today.

l

All in all, brick is
one of the best build­
ing materials around.
And for some very
down-to-earth
reasons:
1. Brick requires less

maintenance, at
lower costs, than
other materials.

2. It stays warmer in
the winter and cooler .••
in the summer for
greater comfort and energy
savings.

3. Brick is fire-resistant-for lower

MASON CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION OF NEW MEXICO
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