New Mexico Historical Review

Volume 51 | Number 4 Article 7

10-1-1976

Book Reviews

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr

Recommended Citation
. "Book Reviews." New Mexico Historical Review 51, 4 (2021). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/
vol51/iss4/7

This Review is brought to you for free and open access by UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Historical Review by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information,
please contact amywinter@unm.edu, Isloane@salud.unm.edu, sarahrk@unm.edu.


https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/vol51
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/vol51/iss4
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/vol51/iss4/7
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmhr%2Fvol51%2Fiss4%2F7&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/vol51/iss4/7?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmhr%2Fvol51%2Fiss4%2F7&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/vol51/iss4/7?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fnmhr%2Fvol51%2Fiss4%2F7&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:amywinter@unm.edu,%20lsloane@salud.unm.edu,%20sarahrk@unm.edu

Furman, Walter Prescott Webb: His Life and
. Impuct,'by Ray Allen Billington.

WEIGLE, Brothers of Light, Brothers of Blood:
The Penitentes: of the Southwest by
Dav1d M Vlgness '

‘337

Book Reviews

338

340

MCLEAN, Papers Concerning Robertson s Colony o

in Texas. Vol. 11. Leftwwh‘s Grant, by
Fellx D. Almaréz, Jo. :

I,CﬂmsnANan, The Story of Mmmg in New - ) a

Mexlco, by Clark C. Spence .

MAnmorr AND' RAC!—ILIN, Plains Indum
' ‘Mythology, by Gary C. Stem

HOFSOMMER, Katy Northwest The Story

of a Branch Line Railroad, by Arrel] o S

Morgan Gibson. * -

Faurk, The U.S. Camel Corps: An' Ar.nty. o D e
. . Experiment, by Robert A. Trennert, Jr.. .. . -

Hoodi—l’i‘ON, A Troce of. Desert Waters: The ;
- Great Basin Story, by David E. Miller.

Jackson, zoo_Tru'ils to Gold: A Guide to

- Promising Old Mines and. Hitiden Lodés L o
Throughout the West, by Duane A. Smith.

e
343

345

346

348



.~ 338 NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW-LI:4 1976

MK,WALTER PRESCO'I’I‘ WEBB His LirE AND ‘Inpacr. By Necah Stewart
Furman. Albuquerque: The Umversxty of New Mexico Press 1976 Pp.
. Xiv, 222, Hlus., notes, blbhog mdex $12 oo,

- WarTer: PRESCOTT WEeBB would have en]oyed thlS book So wﬂl hlS many

friends, and so will anyone else who appreciates a' sensitive blography,
“thoroughly researched, sparklingly written, and attiactively presented. This
~is not to-say that Necah Furman has written the last word on the subject.
“She sees her book as “the-initial attempt from which the definitive. com-
“position will evolve.” Other scholars are already at work on other:biogra-
: phies; Webb was sufficiently important and sufficiently complex to justify
“their efforts. But those biographers now have a lofty challenge, for this’is'a
“volume that is not only a delight to read but that tells us a great. many
- things about Walter Webb that we have not known.

‘Written' by a Texan who-understands Texans, it mirrors the land that
produced Webb and that left its stamp upon him. Mrs. Furman has built
on ‘this essential foundation by making- thorough . use' of* the ‘plentiful

“records he left behind: ‘an unfinished manuscript autoblograpby, abundant
letters'and documents’at the Barker Texas History Center in Austin ‘and
“the C. B. Smith Collection of -Webb Papers at"the Texas State Library,
* fugitive-documeits in other depositories, interviews with his friends.” She
has “also “immersed herself in the ‘historiography of Webb's day to ‘the
- degree ‘that she'can tell us not ‘only why Webb thought as he did but the
'~e{¥ect of those- thoughts on traditional historical interpretations. - -
Perhaps the ‘most entrancing chapters deal with Webb's formative years.
“Mrs! Furman skillfully appraises the impact of the harsh rural environment
“of: WestTexas on ‘a_sensitive ‘'young man- as he discovers the world: of
- books and" ‘writing, ‘aided -eventually-by that unlikely angel, Williain E.
f-Hmds ‘who responded to the youthful Webb's'plea for help in"his educa-
“tion, She- fecognizes that" his ‘unorthodoxy  was ‘partially traceable to- his
“unique educational experience as he wandered: from-school to'school .with
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his' peripatetic parents, skipping grades, neglecting essential subjects, and
developing an individualistic taste in learning that persisted through his
lifetime. Mrs. Furman is at her best when she analyzes the surprisingly
abundant collection of Webb's undergraduate essays, term papers, and
examinations preserved among his documents, reconstructing, as she puts it,
“a fertile mind in the process of maturation.” Webb too often did what he
pleased, rather than what his instructor suggested to set the acadexmc world
on fire. '
This habit of unorthodoxy, she correctly points out, persisted through
his. long teaching-career at the University of Texas. From the’ first he re-
fused to march in.the academic lock-step, preferring to publish in Frontjer
Times rather than the American Historical Review, whatever the’ dictates
of the publlsh-or-pensh ‘tradition;’ smghng out' the Texas’ Rangers as a
subject for his master’s thesis-instead of “The Texas'Land Officé” proposed
~by his supervisor; refusmg to enroll in essential coursés during the unhappy
iyear at “the University of Chicago that. should have eamed him ‘a;.doc-
torate, but that ended in failure—“one of; the- hardest blows - that- Webb
would ever receive.” And, mostimportant, of-all, .continuing his rebelhon »
against the commonplace by writing, the two.books, on.-which :his fame
rests ‘and. will rest for generations tocome: The Great Plains, and. The
Great Frontier. Mrs: Furiman traces the genesis of, these masterpieces- in his
smind’ and details their" composition, just as, she itells 'us .of his: teachmg
experiences. (including two. thoroughly unpleasant years in England);’and
of his sometimes unhappy family.life. It is all there; perhaps. too- briefly
told, .but -always. touchmgly, ‘and -with® a. wealth of anecdotes to:-liven
the narratxve R SR e T e
.. To those of us. who knew and respected “Mr Walter (none but a few
intimates dared a greater degree.of familiarity) the charm .of - this. book..is
~ the wealth of behind-the-scenes information that the author-has; unearthed
the role. played by Ginn. &-Company editors in. the’ appearance of The
Great -Plains .(they- demanded this. rather :than. the book on:the. Texas
Rangers that he had planned) Webbs pnvate reaction. to. the cruel attack
-by Fred A. Shannon.on: the’ Great Plalns~volume (he went:so far as. to call
Shannon a.* Kansas ]ayhawker in:a letter to-a friend but: later. oﬂ'ered h1m
.a_summer,; school ‘postiat-Texas); his. venture .into movie land whlch was
vr_rumored 10, have made him wealthy (he recelved 80 per:cent of the $1 1,000
-paid-for Alm rights to. The Texas Rangers and.was not vited to. the: gala
-premiere at San Antonio); his legendary | busm.ess acumen, (he invested. w1sely
in-local real estate-and:was:properly.rewarded ﬁnanc1ally) And,best:of. all,
«the-exchange thatoccurred.when Webb:was dining with-; a:group of Texas
-Rangers:at.a small-town" greasy-spoon-testaurant. : The: ~appearance of -the
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bill was greeted with-shouts of “Give it to the professor, give it to the pro-
fessor.” Webb; trying to rise to the occasion, fished two crumpled bills from
his pocket-and asked the waitress:-“How much will you take off for cash?”’
“Everything but my shoes, Baldy,” she shot back. Such tidbits make history
worth reading. . :

They should & not, however, obscure the message of this book: the author’s
conviction that both- Webb’s greatness and the continuing impact of his
ideas on historical thought can best be explained by the fact that his two
ma]or books “‘elicited not only ‘passive esthetic enjoyment, but stirred emo-
tions.” So they did, and. so they will continue to do long. after the solid
orthodox histories writteri by his contemporaries are forgotten. Shake loose
the shackles of traditionalistn, Mrs. Furman'is: telling us, and adventure
along untrodden :paths, no matter what the criticism. This-is sound advice
for-those bold enough and reckless enough' to- explore virgin intellectual
territories as did Walter Prescott Webb. For such souls, and for the rest of
us mortals, this-book will be richly rewardmg, for all it wﬂl prov1de solid
fare and delightful entertainment. :

_The Huntmgton Lzbmry o N Ray ALLEN BILLINGi‘Oi\i

BROTHERS. OF. LIGHT BROTHERS oF Broop: Tae PENITENTES OF THE
Soutewest. By Marta Weigle. Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1976. Pp XX, 3oo Nlus. maps, app., notes, blbhog mdex
~ $12.95.

IN THE LATTER PART of the 18th century in northem New Mexico and
southern Colorado, there appeared groups of Christian believers loosely
formed as the Pious Fratermty of Our Father Jesus’ Nazarite. Known as the
Penitentes or Brothers, they attracted the attention of students of New
Mexican- history and social miores as well as casual visitors to the region. A
large literature has developed sonie factual and much 1iot, whose object it
is to describe and explam the ongms practlces and behefs of the
Brothers. -

~+ Marta Welgle, who has pubhshed prev1ous1y on the Penltentes in thlS
study does 2 thorough job of tracing the histoty of the groups and account-
ing for their éxistence.’ She also has the good judgiment to leave unex-
plained those question's which are not publicly explainable, notably matters
dealing with the secret rituals themselves. She is, indeed, dealing with a
lay organization ‘of *Catholics whose heritage goes back into- Medieval
Spain. She concludes that its practices and faith have been little touched
‘by:the religious practices. of the Inchans w1th whom the invading Spaniards

' came in contact.
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The brotherhood resulted in part from the isolation of the Hispanos on
the. New Mexican frontier of the colony of New: Spain. Though Fran-
ciscans .accompanied the first settlers to New' Mexico,"the friars were, in
short number. The church, overextended, withdrew. or at least did not
replace friars as quickly.as it might. Thus local religious leaders took upon
themselves the continuation of basic ritualistic activities and social responsi-
bilities. The transfer of New Mexico to the United States compounded
the isolation felt. Foreign priests began appearing who' séemed -culturally
out-of-tune with the Hispanos, and the resulting suspicionn and, perhaps;
rejection, pressed ‘the brotherhood activity partially underground. The
vitality- of the local chapters or moradas lay in the fact that they “were
organized to serve community needs and to enact spiritually beneficial
rituals. They were to imitate the life and the suffering and deathof Jesus:
Their highest good was an ethical and a mystical complex.” [pp- 152753]

Weigle's description of the Brothers of Light and the Brothers-of Love is
informative, judicious, and exhaustive. On many points, where thére has
been controversy or at least misunderstanding conceming: the activities of
the brotherhood, she patiently presents evidence on each side and then
gives us the benefit of her own’ conclusion. The enormous-amount of in-
formation she has encountered led to the publication of a companion vol-
ume of bibliography. She has organized this volume into three patts.” First
describing -the geographical scéne ‘of Penitente ‘activity,  she proceeds. in
part 11 to outline historically the origins of the brotherhood, mtroducmg the.
section with a helpful chronology. Much of the hlStOI'y, of course, is ecclesi~
astical: In the third part she describes the organization of the brotherhood,
the work of the local chapters, and the rituals. She concludes the part—
and the book—with an intrigiing chapter-entitled “Thé Légends ‘and the
Sacred,” which attempts to explain some of the seeming phenomena of
the brotherhood. Twenty documents ‘appear as appendices to support im-
pottant portions of the book; while a bibliographical essay sets the literature
about the Penitentes into manageable form. Copious éndnotes both of
sources and explanation enhance the text. The index is complete and useful:

Texas Tech University. o Davip M. Vicness

PAPERS CONCERNING ROBERTSON'S COLONY v TExas. Vor. 1, LEF'I’WICH s
Granr. Comp. and ed. by Malcolm D. McLean. Fort Worth: Texas
* Christian University Press, 1975: Pp 687 Notes bibliography, 1llustra-
tions, 1ndex $20 .

In THE sprING of 1822, in Mexico Clty, Robert Leftwich of Kentucky rep-
resented the interests of a Nashville-based company, The Texas Associa-
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tion, which: needed ‘to:obtain formal permission to.settle families in Mexican:
Texas. Two years later, when the National Colonization Law_delegated
resp0n51b1llty for this program to the states, Leftwich. transferred his opera-
tions to Saltillo, capital of the dualstate of Cozhuila and Texas. In the
meantime, having exhausted the funds which The Texas Association had
allofted for routine expenses, Leftw1ch petltloned the state government to
award a “colonizing contract in his own name. As a tesult of effective
lobbying techniques, in April, 1825, he received authorization to ‘settle
eight hundred families in-the Brazos Valley near present-day Waco. Four
months later; Leftwich: sold: his contract to The Texas Association  for:
eight thousand dollars and the nebulous condition that thie- land area be
identified as "Leftwich’s: Grant. In-the autumn- of 1825, the empresario-
from Kentucky died, and the-land.in question, through custom and ‘pop--
ular allusion,: became known as the Robertson Colony in-: tribute to"the
pre51dent of The Texas Association, Dr. Felix Robertson. T

“Leftwich’s Grant'is the second volume in a documentary series edited
and-translated by Professor Malcolm D. McLean, focusing on the coloniza-
tion"of céntral Texas. The first volume, subtitled The. Texas. Association,

contained documents from 1788 through 1822, which traced the origins of

the’ 1mnugrat10n movement in- Ténnessee, Kentucky, and-Alabama that
culminated'in-the organization of the land-company. The documents then
outlined the-activities of the company agents in Mexico City seeking per-
‘hission to relocate in Texas; leaving one member of the group, Leftwich,
to. conclude the details of colonization’ and to return to Nashvillewith a
copy of the formal contract. - : ‘

< The ‘new volume continues the story, -covering: the penod from 1823
through September; 1826, during which Leftwich lobbied in Mexico City
and Saltillo before'he succéeded in obtaining a contract. Availablefor the
first“time in Engllsh is a complete ‘documentary- account of Leftwich's
negolidﬁons"»with officials:in the-national and- state capitals.-Also included
are papers conceining Dr. Robertson and associates who emigrated with-him
to: Meéxican Texas in-the winter of 1825:1826 to explore the ‘grant and to
survey ‘theland for the stockholders. -

~Without question the contents of the present volume complement those'-
of earliér-documentary publications such-as the correspondence of Austin,
Houston and Lamar. A factor which makes Papers Concerning: Robert-
son’s Colony in Texas particulatly noteworthy is that Professor McLean, a
sensitive and. creative scholar; radiated light -on-numerous. Tejanos who-
lived long upon the land before the arrival of English-speaking immigrants.

Some Texana- readers and collectors may find the price ‘of . the volume
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excessively:steep, - but it is definitely- w1th1n budgetary conSJderauons of‘
university and-public libraries. - ..~ . : o o o SRRt s

Umvers;ty of Texas at San-Antoﬁio’"' o : "’Fﬁr.’ix Dl ALMARAZ “‘]ii".r"'

THE STORY oF M1N1Nc N NEW MEXICO By Pa:ge Chnsnansen Socorro “
New Mex1co Bureau. of Mines & Mmeral R&ourc&s 1974 Pp 112.
Illus maps, blbhog mdex $2.50. "

LESS inclusive. than. its title indicates,  this httle book ranges from the:,
primitive era of non metal—workmg Indians down to. 1900.. It embraces the
period of the Spaniards, .2 time of much legend and some actual mining.
especially in the eighteenth -century, and continues’ into'.the. age of ‘ex-
panding . American - influence. beginning in the- 1820s, with ‘most. of the
volume’s emphasis on the years from 1880 to 1goo—" the most romantig, the
most ‘exciting, the most lawless, .and: certainly .the wildest. penod in -the
history of mining in New ' Mexico.” [p..56]. A final chapter, “Mining. Pot-
pourri,” deals with 2 number.of topics, but so superficially; as; to_be almost
useless. Treatment of mining law, for example, does not go beyond 1872..
+ Discussion of technology is limited to early-primitive methods, including.the
patio process, which, Christiansen: points out, was “rarely .used ‘in. New-
Mexico,” but is incliided to give a “clearer understanchng of more advanced,
processes” [p. 95]—processes which unfortunately never appear., Consid-.
eration of Capltal accurhulation,. speculation and fraud avoids. speaﬁc names,
and cases lest:it “embarrass.some of the 1mp0rtant ﬁgures in rmnmg hlstorry,;
pohtlcal life and professional circles. . JIpoo7l . e

Well illustrated-and -based on a w1de range of sources, mcludmg mlmng
]ournals govemment documents’ and. -:a -smattering .of manuscripts, -the-
book-contains much interesting material but. has.obvious shortcomings. Its.
organization is lax and it.does not come to grips in any analytical way. with:
many of the basic. questions of the nineteenth century mining and smelting.
industry in New Mexico.. There are far too many ‘petty errors: the.use of.
“Marston” for “Mastin” and * ‘Hardpending™-for Harpendmg, pp: 38, 5o]z
for example; the settmg of the great diamond hoax of 1872, in' INew Mexico,.
[p. 5] instead of.along the'western. part.of the Colorado—Wyommg border
where it belongs; or the-misdating ‘by.about; twenty years the; operatlons of
the- Santa:Fe Dredging Coripany..[p. 1} ;.7 & E

v No .doubt-designed -for the:public-and.the tourist trade in. speaﬁc thlS
shm and readable vo]ume does not preclude another more:serious: study of«r
the:same: sub]ect ,,,,, e SR : ~

University: of- Illmo;s A":“':":‘GLARKT'" ARK :G{ﬁ SPENCE
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Prams Inpian-MyrroLoGY. By Alice'Marriott and Carol K. Rachlin. New
York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1975. PP xili, 194. Illus.,, map,

blbhog $7.95.

THE RECENT EMPHASIS on studying American Indian history “from the In-
dians’ point of view” has resulted in the increased publication of anthologies
of Indian speeches, mythology, and other forms of native oral literature.
While many of these collections are inadequate in terms of presentation and
analysis of the American Indian oral tradition, the same cannot be said of
this work, written by two anthropologists who have spent decades living
among, and hstemng to, the Indian tribes of the Great Plains.

The title of the work may be a bit misleading; the authors include forms
of oral hterature other than mythology, such as legendry and folklore.
Organized i inan hlStOI’lCﬂl context, beginning with the great creation myths
and shorter tales delineating how people should properly behave, and
going on to the more recent legends of a people’s remembered past and the
presentday strivings to hold onto that.past, the authors selections show
how the “artistic expression” of Indian oral tradition relates to the rising
emotionalism of the Indians’ ethnic identity with their history. The last
section of the book, entitled “Freedom’s Ending,” is particularly significant
in showing how the Indians struggle for recognition of their cultural iden-
tity entwines modern aspects of tribal life with the. traditional oral com-
munication of their culture.

The tribes whose stories are included in this collection are mainly of the
southern Plains—Kiowa, Comanche, Southern Cheyenne—with whom
Marriott and Rachlin have had closest association. Yet there are also stories
of the Sioux, Arapaho, and Crow, and an interesting section on the inter-
tribal Forty-nine Songs. Together they form a compact history—from the
Indian point of view—of a way of life that has come to represent the

“typical” Indian culture for Western society.

The authors’ foreword, giving an overview of the importance of the study
of oral literature, their introduction—a concise discussion of the develop-
ment of the Plains Inchan culture—and their epilogue, summing up the
present—day Indians’ concern for the preservation of that culture, will be
interesting and informative to scholars and the more popular audience alike.
Mofe'signiﬁcantly, the short statements introducing each story place the
tales in a proper perspective in relation to the tribal culture involved. The
only disappointment is that, with the authors’ insistence on the importance
of “the telling of a tale, . . . the why and the how of the telling, the choice
of words and their combination,” [p. xi] there is little analySIS of such con-
textual matters. -
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This short work is meant to be a popular anthology, yet a careful reading
by scholars will provide them with a deeper understanding of the Plains
Indians’ cultural past as seen from within that culture. And there-is little
doubt that this sort of understanding is increasingly*needed in the field of
American Indian history.

University of Alaska Gary C. SteiN

Kary NortrwEesT: THE STORY OF A BrancH Line RaiLroap. By Donovan
L. Hofsommer. Boulder, Colorado: Pruett Publishing Co., 1976. Pp. xiv,
305. Illus., maps, notes, index. $26.95.

Kary NorTHwEST is a transportation saga, the chronicle of railroads on the
Southern Great Plains. The author considers his study a “collective model”
which portrays the fiscal operation and corporate vicissitudes of regional
- rail lines. Thus it reveals the inevitable pattern for Southern Plains railroad
lines following construction—status as an independent line prospering from
heavy local traffic followed by absorption by one of thé major railway com-
panies dominating the region (Santa Fe, Rock Island, and Missouri, Kansas
and Texas Railway Company) and becoming. a branch line, then gradual
decline and eventual abandonment due to “diversion of tonnage” to motor
trucks operating on “state and nationally-supported systems of ‘highways.”

Katy Northwest as a branch of the Katy system began in 1906 when two
Wichita Falls, Texas businessmen, J. A. Kemp and Frank Kell, began con-
struction of the Wichita Falls and Northwestern Railroad, an “energetic
policy of urban imperialism” to concentrate the grain, cattle and petroleum
products of northern “Texas and western. Oklahoma on Wichita Falls’s
markets. About the same time a Kansas promoter, Jacob A. Achenbach,
began construction of the Béaver, Meade and Englewood Railroad, an
Oklahoma Panhandle line extending from Beaver to Keyes by way of
Forgan. After prosperous dperating lives as independent railroads, both
lines by 1931 had been absorbed by the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Rail-
way Company (the Katy line) as its Northwest branch. The Katy was the
first rail line to cross eastern Indian Territory, completing its roadbed from
Kansas City into Texas during 1872. The Katy competed with the Rock
Island and Santa Fe for control of these two independent lines and tri-
umphed in 1931 to establish itself in the rich Southern Plains grain, cattle
and oil region. Besides extensive freight facilities, the Katy Northwest also
provided some passenger service to the scattered towns of the Southern
Plains.

‘The author concludes that the evolutionary pattern of existence first as
an independent short line railroad then as a branch line of a Iarger system
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for these two railways is “representative of the heritage of every branch
line-railroad on the Great Plains.” Katy Northwest became a casualty of
Cé)rpbrate‘ evaluation during:the early 1970s. Katy executives applied the
“parasitical mileage” standard to this Southern Plains transportation -con-
glomerate and ordered its abandonment

Umverszty of Oklahoma - " Arrerr Morcan G_insqN

THE U S CAMEL Conps AN Army EXPERIMENT By Odie B. Faﬁlk New
York:- Oxford University. Press 1976.. Pp. x, 213. Illus, maps, notes,
bibliog., index. $9.75.

THE usE of camels as a means of western transportation in the years prior
to the Civil War is usually considered a colorful but insignificant chapter
of frontier history. Odie B. Faulk now attempts to give importance to this
unusual experiment. The proposition has some validity since camels were
considered by a few government officials as the solution to long distance
frelghmng and travel. The beasts were known to travel long distances with-
out water, eat anything available, and carry great loads. As ; a result under
the.administration of Secretary of War Jefferson Davis, some seventy camels
were brought to the United States-and used in' various military tasks, the
most ‘spectacular being Lt. Edward F. Beale’s trek to California in- 1857:
But the camel experiment never captured the interest of traditionalist
military experts, and with the outbreak of the Civil: War the army dlvested
1tself of the animals.

" Faulk covers the experiment in con51derable detall He notes the efforts
of early promoters, the politics of getting a congressional appropriation, .and
the acquisition, use, and disposition of the animals. What emerges, despite
the-author’s contrary view, is the impression that the camel experiment was
indeed an insignificant chapter in Southwestern history. The fault rests
notiwith :the camels, ‘they performed exceedingly well; but Congress,
military leaders, and the ‘average soldier gave the expenment no-chance -of
sitccess. In the era of the horse and mule army, camels were an unwanted
invasion of military tradition. Consequently, the animals never. achieved
their fullest potential and no experiments such as breedmg better animals
for future operations were permitted. Those animals.in use often. received
inhumane treatment from soldiers who - despised-the animals and hated
being assigned to such-unorthodox outfits: In all, with the exception of a few
officers who appreciated the camel’s potential in western mlhtary operatlons »
the‘army was decidedly happy:to end the experiment.. C

“The book is primarily based onthe records. of the camel expenment in
the National ‘Archives-and is fairly well researched, -although the:-author
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has missed such items as C. W.-Webber’s early attempt in 1850 to create a
private camel transportation company. Much more annoying, however, is
the considerable. amount of superfluous material., Long biographies of: all
the principal characters include. information that has no discernible rela-
tionship to the subject.  The reader also learns much more about the camel
than even the most devoted students could wish. Not only does one read of
all ‘their habits, soré of which were extremely obnoxious, but you also
receive. graphic descnptlons of such interesting items as the results of
autopsies performed on dead animals (p. 90), long lists of wounds and
sores, and -other unessential material. Such- descriptions add length. to a
manuscript. whose main subject matter would be best suited to a lengthy
article.

Arizona State University ST ROBERT A TREN’NERT,* J.

A Trace oF Deserr Waters: Tui Grear Basiv Story. By Samuel G.
Houghton California: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1976. Pp i,
288. Illus maps, app., glossary, blbhog index. $17 75.

A Tracke or Desertr WartERs deals with water hlstory of the Great Basm
from late geologic time to the present with special emphasis on the origin
and demise of prehistoric lakes that filled portions.of the basin during the
Wisconsin: Age (25,0000 75,000 years-ago): It then carries a brief account
of the major remnants of those lakes down. to the present: Largest. and, most
spectacular of the ancient lakes were Lake Bonneville and Lake Lahonton.
Likewise,-the two largest present-day remnants are Bonneville's Great Salt
Lake in Utah and Lahonton’s Pyramid Lake in Nevada. In addition to these-
large lakes, the author examines other Great Basin areas: Northwest Lake$ *
(Burns, :Oregon vicinity), Céntral Basins and the Death Valley System-
including many small basins within the Great Basin.

- Author Houghton correctly points out that water is the Great Basms
most important. natural resource,, the'-availability and volume. of- which.
determines population,. agnculture and industrial developments.. ‘The cur-
rent status of avallable ‘water’ and some forecasts into the future are
1ncluded SRR :

- .The volume also correctly descnbes the Great Basin interms of its draln--
age' system: . eastward drainage -from the Sierra- Nevadas on the west
(Truckee Walker and Owens rivers); the:northern tributaries of the. Hum-

- boldt on-themnoith; Silvies River and Lake Malheur in the northwest comér;
the west end of the Uinta Mountains (headwaters of the Bear, Weber and
Provo rivers) and- the westward drainage from the- hlgh plateaus south of
the Wasatch. range (Sevier River) on the east. No.major stream' lows nerth-
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ward from the south basin rim, the only one being the Mojave which loses
itself in the desert south of Baker, California.

- Several maps depict the basin as a whole as well as detailed portions of

it. These include descriptions of the extent of the Pleistocene lakes and
portrayal of present-day remnants.. Some - scholars will doubtless disagree
with Houghton for extending the Basin’s southwest boundary beyond the
Salton Sea into'Baja California.
" In treating each basin segment the author deals with the flora and fauna
(past and present), minerals, evidences of prehistoric human habitation, a
very brief sketch of present Indian tribes and an equally brief account of
the advent of the white man. Adequate maps depict the routes of major
Basin explorers as well as. overland wagon roads. In addition to the maps,
the volume contains numerous photographs, some old, some current. Also
included is a three-page glossary, an’ extensive bibliography and a com-
plete index.

Most readers will find this book to be thoroughly researched and well
written. Its weakest part is that dealing with the advent of the white man
in which the author makes some mistakes in dates and, in places, cites out-
dated sources. But in spite of these minor flaws the volume must be con-
sidered as a worthy contribution to the literature of the West.

University of Utah '~ Davi E. MirLer

200 TraiLs To Gorp: A Gume 10 Promising Orp Mines anp HmpeEn
Lopes Trroucsour THE WEsT. By Samuel B. Jackson. New York:
Doubleday & Company, 1976. Pp. xii, 348. Illus,, index. $8.95.

THis is a strange, frustrating book, somewhat akin to the stories of the
lost mines the author spend so much time discussing. The dust jacket
calls it a “comprehensive and authoritative guidebook” to lost mines, gold-
prospecting opportunities, and 'the histories of past bonanzas. Jackson has
tried to'do all of this for every western state, with Alaska thrown in for
good measure. The result is a potpourri of fact, fiction, legend, story, and
anecdote.

Looking for or dreaming about lost or undiscovered mineral deposits can
be an intriguing hobby, and author Samuel B. Jackson-has caught a bad
case of the fever. He obviously has some experience in mining and knows
some of the areas about which he writes. These are the best parts of the
book—California and Nevada—which constitute nearly half of the volume.
As he goes along, Jackson includes all types of mining hints and informa-
tion: how to identify gold and fool’s gold, smelting problems, and warnings
about desert prospecting. The reader is well advised to pay heed to what
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he has to say here; a headlong dash for the gold at the énd of the rainbow
could be frustrating and dangerous.

Despite these little nuggets, this remains a frustrating book One of
the obvious problems is a lack of maps—not maps telling where to find the
lost mines, simply maps showing the areas under discussion. The reader
is left adrift and the author resorts to putting directions into his text, which
dulls his style and gets pretty tiresome after a few pages. Nor is the writing
sparkling, even after the directions have been given and a story is being
told. People and places tend to pop in and out, which makes the story hard
to follow.

Jackson is more at home with story-telling than with mining history;
he simply does not have enough experience or knowledge to discuss all of
western mining. He is guilty of careless research, changing history to suit
the story, and accepting stories and statistics at face value..He includes no
bibliography, no footnotes, and only occasionally shps a few citations into
his text.

Jackson holds out hope to the reader that many prevmusly overlooked
or lost deposits still exist. Perhaps they do, although this reviewer doubts
it. Jackson has great faith that modern technology can develop these de-
posits. What he does not elaborate on is the cost of mining, which puts
development well beyond the means of the average dreamer of lost mines.
An old timer, when asked once about why he had not found gold, replied,
“Gold is where I ain’t.” Jackson’s volume “ain’t” with it either. He has
bitten off too much. The story of western mining has been told better
elsewhere and so have the legends.

Fort Lewis College Duane A. Smrrs
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