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THE MEXICAN IMAGE IN AMERICAN TRAVEL
LITERATURE, 1831-1869

RAYMUND A. PAREDES

IN

nineteenth centUry, Mexico-with its vast uncharted territories, its enonnous stores of natural resources, and
its exotic mixture of racial types-became a major focus of interest
for many Americans. Despite this curiosity, information about
Mexico accumulated slowly in the United States. The first major
account of contemporary Mexican life by an American, Zebulon
Pike's An Account of Expeditions . .. , did not appear until 18 10,
and the second such report; Joel Poinsett's celebrated Notes ·on
Mexico; was not published until I 824- Little w~mder, then, that
some contemporary American writers characterized Mexico as a
terra incognita, a land in Thomas' Jefferson's phrase, "almost
locked up from the knowledge of man."l
Starting in the I 830S, however, infonnation about Mexico
and its· people became available to AmeriCans in unprecedented
quantities. Much of it was provided by numerous travel narratives
of Americans who journeyed into areas largely populated by Mexicans. Some works were little more than personal journals which
described life' in the southwestern wilderness, while other narratives sometimes called literary chronicles were virtually con~
densed encyclopedias including political history, geography, climate, and wildlife. ,In any case, American travelers were fascinated
by Mexican character and culture and provided elaborate accounts
of their impressions. This body of literature flourished for over
THE EARLY

Much of the research for this study was supported by a grant from the Chicano
Studies Center at the UniverSity of California, Los Angeles.
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thirty years, declining only as these areas became familiar territory
to Americans. Meanwhile, these works attracted a wide readership-some even achieving best-sellers status-and laid the
foundation for enduring American concepts of Mexican character.
Because information had been so scarce, early American travelers had little idea of what to expect from the Mexicans. For example, James Ohio Pattie, a trapper who traveled extensively in
Mexico between 1824 and 1830, anticipated no major differences
between the Mexicans and his own people apart from language.
He imagined the Mexicans to be European in appearance and
culture and even referred consistently to them as "Spaniards."
Reality proved startling to the Yanqui. 2 In his well-known
Personal Narrative, Pattie wrote that he was most immediately
repelled by the Mexicans' dark complexions, and then proceeded
to describe other disturbing characteristics. The Mexicans, he
reported, were envious, addicted to gambling, and rather loose in
their morals. These were only secondary Haws, however. The most
grievous qualities of Mexican character were revealed to Pattie
one drab November day in New Mexico. He recalled riding with
a company of Mexican cavalry in pursuit of marauding Indians.
A battle developed, but the Mexicans had no taste for this dangerous business and left the field to their Yanqui allies. When the
issue was decided, however, the Mexicans moved in, trampling
Indian corpses and killing the wounded. This cowardice and
cruelty frequently stood in gloomy contrast to Yanqui bravery and
humaneness in Pattie's narrative. "The Americans were not
Mexicans," he wrote after a later exhibition of Mexican cowardice,
"to stand at the comer of a house and hide their guns behi~a the
side of it, whilethey looked the other way, and pulled the trigger."3
As Pattie continued his trek through the Mexican badlands, his
assessment of Mexican character never wandered far from this
fundamental proposition. As a number of historians have indicated, Pattie was not the most reliable of reporters,4 but he nonetheless set the tone for later Americans.
Like Pattie, a number of American travelers entered Mexico on
the Santa Fe Trail which opened in 1821. Albert Pike, a New
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Englander of Puritan background (a combination rarely favorably
disposed to Mexicans) entered New Mexico in 1831 and promptly
experienced a severe case of cultural shock. Pike understood little
of what he saw and ignorance quickly hardened into resentment
Virtually everything about New Mexico repelled the New
Englander. It was a "different world," its prairies .appearing at
times to Pike as "bleak, black and barren wastes undulating in
gloomy 10neliness."11 Santa Fe was a filthy and dull city of mud.
The natives seemed to Pike perfect players for such a setting. He
wrote that New Mexicans were "peculiarly blessed with ugliness,"6
and that none, so far as he could determine, was "ever known to
possess either honor or virtue."7
A more balanced assessment of the New Mexicans came from
Josiah Gregg, whose Commerce on the Prairies (1844) remains
a classic of western Americana. Gregg Hourished as a Santa Fe
trader for nine years and, during that time, studied Mexican culture carefully. Unlike Pattie and Pike, he found a good deal to
admire among New Mexicans. He considered the inhabitants uniformly charming and hospitable and noted numerous examples of
intelligence, industry, and beauty among them. Gregg even defended the- New Mexicans against the familiar charge of cowardice, arguing that they lacked not courage, but only sound
leadership and weaponry to distinguish themselves in battle.
On other questions of New Mexican life and character, Gregg
was less complimentary. He believed the provincial government to
be a slough of corruption and the general state of civilization only
slightly advanced beyond savagery. Ultimately, Gregg's conclusion
was contemptuous;
The New Mexicans appear to have inherited much of the cnielty
and intolerance of their ancestors, and no small portion of their
bigotry and· fanaticism. Being of a highly imaginative temperament
and of rather accommodating moral principles-cunning, loquacious,
quick of perception and sycophantic, their conversation. frequently
exhibits a degree of tact-a false glare of talent eminently calculated
to mislead and impose. They have no stability except in artifice, no
profundity except for intrigue; qualities for which they have
acquired an unenviable celebrity. Systematically cringing and sub-
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servient while out of power, as' soon as the august mantle of authority
falls upon their shoulders, there are but little bounds to their
arrogance and vindictiveness of spirit. 8

Gregg attributed the Mexicans' decadence to the persistence of
Spanish and Catholic influences. Spanish domination, suggested
Gregg, provided no lessons in republican government. The
Catholic church only encouraged obsequiousness and superstition.
Consequently, the Mexicans lived "in darkness and in ignorance,"9 victims of their oppressive heritage.
Hispanophobia and anti-Catholicism, so manifest in Gregg's
work, were commonplace among American travelers who ventured into Mexico. Such sentiments had a long history in the
United States. Anglo-American hispanophobia dated from the
seventeenth century when, as patriotic Englishmen, the colonists
of Jamestown and Massachusetts Bay retained their traditional
resentment of the Spaniards and sought to check further advances
by their New World enemies. Over the years, bad feelings remained intense. 1o Well into the nineteenth century, many Americans considered Spaniards innately rapacious, cruel, and treacherous and assumed that these vices had been visited on the
Spaniards' colonial subjects, the Mexicans. A distaste for Catholicism was as entrenched as hispanophobia, and was, of course,
closely related to it. Significantly, the surge of American penetrations into Mexico came at a time when anti-Catholic fervor in the
United States was particularly virulent. l l New Mexico, as the
oldest northern Spanish colony and as a region with its special
brand of aberrant Catholicism proved rather too barbarous and
exotic for many visiting Yanquis. 12
Although literary assessments of Mexican character emanating
from every sector of the American West were unfavorable, those
reports from Texas were particularly so. Cultural and political relations had been strained from the moment Americans first colonized
Texas and, as the years passed, animosities only grew worse. Texas
Anglos looked upon their struggle to remove Mexican dominance
not only as a blow for American expansionism; but also as a kind
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of holy war between saints and sinners. Consequently, Texas narratives are colored by a distinctive combination of sanctimoniousness, arrogance, and vindictiveness, qualities that became more
marked after the Texas Revolution of 1836.
A number of Texas narratives became well-known to Americans,
one of which was Mary Austin Holley's Texas: Observations,
Historical, Geographical) and Descriptive (1833). Mrs. Holley, a
cousin of Stephen F. Austin, owned land in Texas and sought to
attract American settlers to the region. She emphasized thatMexicans were unfit to hold land, and were, by a happy coincidence, so
cowardly that they might abandon their properties at the first sign
of an Anglo-American with a pistol on his side. Holley wrote that
Texas Mexicans
are very ignorant and degraded, and generally speaking, timid and
irresolute; and a more brutal and, at the same time, more cowardly
set of men does not exist than the Mexican soldiery. They are held
in great contempt by the American settlers,. who assert that five
Indians 'rill chase twenty Mexicans, but five Anglo-Americans will
chase twenty Indians. . . . The Mexicans are commonly very
indolent, of loose morals, and, if not infidels of which there are
many, involved in the grossest superstition. This view exhibits why
it is by no means wonderful that this people have been the dupes
and slaves of so many masters, or that the plans of intelligent and
patriotic men, for the political regeneration of Mexico, have here to
fore entirely failed,13

In this passage, Holley established a hierarchy of bravery in Texas;
first, Anglos, then Indians, and finally Mexicans-a ranking with
which later Anglo observers would not quarrel. Mrs. Holley was
one of those ambitious Texans who dreamed on the grandest
scale. An ardent supporter of the Texas Republic, she envisioned
the day when the new nation might extend its influence to the
Pacific behind an anny of Anglo-Texans who would toss aside the
"narrowness and bigotry" of any Mexican protesters.
The Texas Revolution and its ten-year aftennath which finally
culminated in the Mexican War, inspired a large volume of anti-
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Mexican rhetoric. For the Texas writers, the "butchery" at the
Alamo and Goliad dispelled any lingering doubts of Mexican
cruelty and treachery, while the succeeding fiasco at San Jacinto,
in which a careless Mexican force was easily overrun by Texas
patriots, dramatically confirmed the ineptitude of Mexican soldiery.
The Mexican president and general, Antonio L6pez de Santa
Anna-that "infuriate Attila"14-became a favorite villain in Texas
narratives, as well as a model for fictional scoundrels. This was a
time when any story-no matter how improbable-which cast the
Mexicans in a bad light found an audience. One popular fantasy,
which dealt with a scene after the San Jacinto battle, was repeated
in several variations by a number of Texas writers, this by Noah
Smithwick:
Thedead Mexicans lay in piles, the survivors not even asking permission to bury them, thinking, perhaps, that in return for the butchery
they had practiced, they would soon be lying dead themselves. The
buzzards and coyotes were gathering to the feast, but it is a singular
fact that they singled out the dead horses, refusing to touch the
Mexicans, presumably because of the peppery constitution of the
flesh. They lay there unmolested and dried up, the cattle got to
chev.ring the bones, which so affected the milk that residents in the
vicinity had to dig trenches and bury them. I5

After Texas independence, hostilities between Anglo-Texans
and Mexicans continued with hardly a lull, the most notable
incidents being a series of military expeditions back and forth
across the contested border. Several Texan thrusts into Mexican
territory ended ingloriously with large numbers of Anglos being
captured and imprisoned, sometimes after a series of public
humiliations. When the more fortunate of these prisoners won
their freedom-largely through American diplomatic pressuresthere quickly followed numerous accounts of their adventures.
Unquestionably, the most celebrated of these chronicles was that
of -George Wilkins Kendall, a veteran of the ill-fated Texas
expedition to Santa Fe in 184 I, a journalist and self-styled press
agent for the Republic of Texas.
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In his Narrative of the Texan Santa Fe Expedition (1844),
Kendall repeated some tired characterizations of the Mexicans-for
example, he labelled them an "anti-go-a-head race"-but he also
presented to his readers the most memorable Mexican villain in
American travel literature up to that time, one Dimosio Salezar
[Salazar?]. Salezar wascaptain of the Mexican troops who marched
the Texas prisoners from outside Santa Fe to £1 Paso, and according to Kendall, a brute "whose only delight was in cruelty
and blood~"16 Salezar harassed the hapless Texans' incessantly,
goading them to some foolish response for which he would beat or
shoot them. On the march to £1 Paso he countenanced no stragglers; these were shot immediately, after which their ears were cut
off and their bodies tossed indifferently along the roadside. Kendall
allowed that Salezar's brutality was excessive even by Mexican
standards and noted that he was finally arrested in £1 Paso for his
crimes. Still, the implication remains that Salezar was remarkable
only in degree, being the ultimate villain in a country conspicuous
for producing them. Kendall concluded that the Mexicans "possessed all the vices of savage life without one of the virtues that
civilization teaches."17
Kendall's work was by no means the most vehement captivity
narrative. Thomas Jefferson Green, captured on the south bank of
the RIO Grande at Mier, wrote that cruelty practiced by Mexicans
against Texans was "unprecedented in the history of civilized
nations."18 So depraved were Mexicans, reported Green, that
Texans were little bothered by killing them. He noted that a
fellow soldier "had killed his score of Mexicans with less compunction of conscience than if he had killed so many vipers,"19
and Green himself could "maintain a better stomach at the killing
of a Mexican than at the killing of [a body louse] ."20
Unquestionably, Texas writers had some good reasons for
despising the Mexicans. The massacre of Texas volunteers at
Goliad, for example, was an outrage and indefensible; on other
occasions, 'Mexican deportment was similarly barbarous. But
Anglo-Texan hatred of Mexicans exceeded its possible justification. Texas writers often denigrated the entire Mexican population
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for the actions of a few and ignored precipitous actions by their
own people which compelled violent Mexican responses.
Texas narratives had a significant effect on development of
American attitudes toward Mexico at the precise moment when
justification was being sought for eventual invasion of that land.
As literary propagandists, Texas writers regularly contrasted
Mexican depravity with Anglo virtue and argued convincingly
that Mexicans were fitting objects of conquest and humiliation.
American volunteers in the Mexican War frequently cited the
"outrages" at the Alamo, Goliad, and Mier as providing incentive
and vindication for destruction of Mexicans. 21
Somewhat different in tone from Texas writers were the
California chroniclers who often placed less emphasis on alleged
Mexican cruelty and cowardice and focused on what they perceived as a rather extraordinary inherent indolence. Richard Henry
Dana, whose Two Years Before the Mast (1840) was an instant
classic, regarded Mexican laziness as a national affiiction, which
he dubbed "California fever." Surveying California's natural
wealth, he concluded that only its people's character prevented the
region from becoming great. Dana attributed a substantial portion
of the Mexicans' laziness to Catholicism, the observance of which
included the celebration of an intern1inable series of religious
holidays. Dana deplored this wasteful foolishness and commented:
"There's no danger of Catholicism's spreading in New England
unless the Church cuts down her holidays. Yankees can't afford
the tiine."22 Happily, Dana noted, American settlers were making
their way to California and quickly acquiring property and getting
"nearly all the trade in their hands."23
Ultimately, Dana saw California Mexicans as people plummeting towards their doom. Time had passed them by; they clung
foolishly to outdated customs, oblivious to inexorable laws of
progress and change, squandering the natural wealth of the region.
Their fortunes were spent, their energies dissipated in marathon
fandangos and other frivolous recreations. The decline of the
Californians was so precipitous that Dana suggested that they were
"a people on whom a curse had fallen, and stripped them of every~
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thing· but their pride, their manners, and theirvoices."24 Dana
painted a landscape of gloomy decadence; later, back in Massachusetts, he would recall California as that "hated" and "half-eivilized"
coast.
Readers might have expected a more positive assessment of California life from Alfred Robinson, a long-time resident of Santa
Barbara and San Francisco and the husband of a native Californian. Robinson obviously admired a number of Mexicans, and
he spoke highly of the general level of hospitality and kindness in
California, but on the whole his impressions were unfavorable.
The Mexicans seemed constantly to assault his New England sensibilities. They were, Robinson reported, mischievous, foolish, and
incompetent, not unlike children. Furthermore, they were stupendously lazy. "You might as well expect," Robinson wrote, "a
sloth to leave a tree that has one inch of bark left upon its trunk,
as to expect a Californian to labor whilst a real glistens in his
pocket."25 Not surprIsingly, Robinson much preferred Mexican
women to the men. He applauded the California women for their
great beauty and steadfast virtue; "perhaps there are a few places
in the world," he gushed, "where, in proportion to the number of
inhabitants, can be found more chastity, industrious habits, and
correct deportment, than among the women of this place."26 American travelers almost unanimously considered the Mexican women
to be incomparably superior to the men, although Robinson's prudent notation of their prevailing chastity was not often repeated.
Life on the Mexican frontier could be excruciatingly lonely and
it was a bloodless Yanqui indeed who did not succumb--'--grudgingly but inevitably-to the charms of the Mexican senoritas.
In mid-nineteenth century American travel literature there were
few friendly assessments of Mexican character;one of these, however, was by another visitor to California, Walter Colton. Colton
was a Congregationalist minister who served a: term as alcalde of
Monterey during which he exhibited little of the disdain shown
by other New Englanders for Mexican Catholics. In his Three
Years in California (1850), Colton characterized the Mexicans
as exemplars of romantic primitivism. Their most notable qualities
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were an irrepressible hedonism, generosity, gaiety, hospitality,
and kindness. Like other American travelers, Colton considered
the Californios to be indolent, an understandable flaw among a
people living in an American paradise, where Nature "rolls almost
everything spontaneously into their lap[s]."27 Colton noted that
the Californians were generally unconcerned with material gain
and provided a contrast to the hordes of greedy Yanqui gold
seekers. Whereas Dana and Robinson judged the Californios to
be decadent, Colton found them refreshingly uncorrupted by
modem civilization. In his mind, the Californios were a vanishing
species of primitive man, charming and picturesque, but condemned by their inability to adjust to an approaching tide of
American influences. Colton's assessment of Mexican character
was marred by a persistent trace of condescension, but at least he
mourned-as most Yanqui travelers did not-the Californians'
passing from the American landscape.
Other American travelers shared Colton's admiration for the
Californians, a situation which, ironically, presented a dilemma.
How was the reality of Californian virtue to be made consistent
with prevailing notions of Mexican depravity? Several writers
argued that because of California's climate and environment, the
natives were, in effect, "super" Mexicans, more vigorous and more
virtuous than their southern brethren. Others explained that Californians, living far away from the Mexican heartland, had been
uncontaminated by miscegenation and thus were pure-blooded
descendants of Spanish conquerors; inferior to Anglo-Saxons to
be sure, but superior to the Mexican half-breeds. Bayard Taylor,
well-known Yanqui traveler, wrote:
The Californians, as a race, are vastly superior to the Mexicans.
They have larger frames, stronger muscles, and a fresh, ruddy complexion, entirely different from the sallow skins of the tierra caliente
or the swarthy features of those Bedouins of the West, the Sonorians
[sic]. The families of pure Castilian blocxl resemble in features and
build the descendants of the Valencians in Chili [sic] and Mexico,
whose original physical superiority over the natives of the other
provinces of Spain has not been obliterated by two hundred years
of transplanting. 28
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John Russell Bartlett, the United States Boundary Commissioner
from 1850 to 1853, also ranked California Castilians above common Mexicans. In some cases such distinctions were encouraged
by Californians themselves, many of whom harbored their own
racial prejudices. At any rate, Californians as a group were the
least despised of Mexicans, largely because of a growing mythology
of racial purity.29
Before 1846, most American travel accounts described life in
the northern Mexican territories-California, New Mexico, Texas
-but several important narratives focused on the people of the
Mexican heartland. Unfortunately, they were no more insightful
than those from other areas. For example, Waddy Thompson, who
served as United States minister to Mexico from 1842 to 1844,
described the Mexicans as being generally "lazy, ignorant, and
of course, vicious and dishonest."3o Like other Yanquis, Thompson
complimented the Mexicans for their congeniality but finally
regarded them as degraded. He considered Mexicans to be deeply
scarred by Spanish occupation and the resulting legacy of Catholicism, which he found "revolting in its disgusting mummeries and
impostures."31 Surprisingly, Thompson had a few words of praise
for Santa Anna, the favorite Mexican villain of the period. He
described the General as a man "of many high and generous qualities" whose vices wer~ mostly "attributable to his country and education."32 Human virtue, it seemed, seldom passed untainted
through the harsh Mexican environment.
Another well-known visitor to the Mexican interior, Albert Gilliam, shared many of Thompson's views. In his Travels Over the
Tablelands and Cordilleras of Mexico (1846), he denounced the
"faithlessness and dishonour of the Mexicans."33 Like other travelers, Gilliam was fond of self-serving exaggerations: Americans,
he wrote, had "advanced two thousand years ahead of [the Mexicans], not only in agriculture but in all the arts and sciences practiced in the civilized world."34 And like other reporters, only when
his attention centered on the native women did Gilliam become
enthusiastic about Mexico. He greatly complimented the senoritas
for their beauty, chann, and affection, occasionally to the point
of silliness. In Mexico City, Gilliam found himself staring at one
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especially striking beauty and rhapsodizing that her dark hair,
light brunette complexion, and "soft and inexpressibly melting
black eyes were playing havoc with my susceptible heart."3G Later,
he announced: "I could almost say that to see [a Mexican woman]
is to love her."36
Probably the most knowledgeable and certainly the most compassionate American traveler in Mexico before 1846 was Brantz
Mayer, secretary of the United States legation in 1841 and 1842,
who eventually gained a national reputation for his studies of
Mexican history. In Mexico, As It Was and As It Is (1844), Mayer
indicated that American impressions of Mexico were distorted by
prejudice and misunderstanding; he himself had gone to Mexico
"with opinions anything but favorable to the morals, tastes; or
habits of the people."37 Contrary to his expectations, Mayer found
Mexicans to be "kind, gentle, hospitable, 'intelligent, benevolent,
and brave,"38 and he denounced those travelers who rendered
judgments on Mexican character from the "unsympathizing distance of the hotel and ballroom." Mayer considered himself one
of the few American travelers who had surveyed Mexican society
from within and thus been able to present an authentic portrait.
He cautioned critics to put aside their anti-Spanish and antiCatholic biases and to guard against the "egotism of national
prejudices."39
Despite his generous praise, Mayer was no apologist for Mexico.
He criticized the continuing oppression of the Indians, the insensitivity of the Catholic Church to the needs of the poor, and
the widespread lawlessness. Still, Mayer insisted American writers
made too much of Mexican vices while taking little note of their
virtues. His achievement was to present a balanced assessment
of Mexican character.
Unfortunately, Mayer's thoughtful judgments made little impact on general American attitudes; by the early 1 840S, these were
already firmly established, and pointedly unfavorable. After the
Mexican War commenced in 1846, the resultant deluge of antiMexican rhetoric only confirmed and reformulated negative impressions long in circulation (indeed, the United States's invasion
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of Mexico'is partially attributable towidespread American opinion
that MexiCans were miserable and degraded and proper objects
of humiliation).
The Mexican War inspired many personal narratives of travels,
including John T. Hughes's Doniphan's Expedition (1848).
Hughes never questioned the justice of the American cause and
regarded Mexicans either as foils to' America's moral superiority
or as rude meddlers in the business of American expansion. Hughes
was familiar with various western chronicles and listed the "indiscriminate murder of all Texans who fell into Mexican hands"40
as a cause that justified war. Hughes showed striking contempt for
the Mexican Army which in his view had no stomach for engaging
the enemy, and troubled Doniphan's army not nearly so much as
the mosquitoes and black gnats that swarmed over the southwestern
prairies.
Like other southwestern travelers, Hughes wrote that the Mexicans were inferior to regional Indian tribes. The Zuni, for example, .seemed much more industrious than the Mexicans, while
the Navajo were described as "the nobles of American aborigines"
and "a highly civilized people. ., of a higher order. . . than the
mass of their neighbors, the Mexicans."41 The Indians were as
aware of this superiority as was Hughes; invariably, the Missourian
noted, they treated the Mexicans with scorn.
Another Doniphan expedition chronicler, Frank S. Edwards,
shared many of Hughes's impressions. In Edwards's mind, Mexicans represented the lowest possible human degeneracy. They
were "debased in all moral sense,"42 he wrote, and comprised "the
meanest, most contemptible set of swarthy thieves and liars to be
found anyWhere."43 Edwards also complained that Mexicans were
dirty and infected with vermin. Unlike Hughes, however, Edwards
did not uniformly applaud the good conduct of the Americans but
rather, noted several Yanqui atrocities, particularly among the
Texans, who hated Mexicans so bitterly that they shot "everyone
'
they inet."44
Occasionally, war chroniclers displayed sympathy for their adversaries. For example, not all writers insisted that Mexicans were
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cowardly. Captain W. S. Henry, marching with Zachary Taylor,
remarked that the Mexicans "fought like devils," while others
explained that the Mexicans' battlefield performance was due not
to cowardice, but to poor training, equipment and leadership.
Several writers noted the bedraggled condition of Mexican troops,
and Marcellus B. Edwards, an enlisted man with Doniphan, reported that the Mexicans were desperate enough to exchange
their arms for bread. 45 Another reason given for the Mexicans'
hesitance to fight was that they simply never understood the war's
purpose. In their isolation, they knew nothing of the various issues
involved.
While most chroniclers viewed the war as a tribute to American
racial, cultural, and spiritual superiority, others wondered about
its justice. The Yanquis were often stunned by the Mexicans'
hospitality-strange behavior for an allegedly bitter enemy. W. S.
Henry was disturbed by the sheer brutality of hostilities; everywhere his senses were assailed by piles of rotting corpses. "I must
confess I am tired of this work," he wrote, "and long to see an
honorable peace."46 Sometimes the American invasion of Mexico
seemed an exercise in: needless cruelty. Mexicans, after all, were
impoverished and ignorant; and hardly needed further lessons in
humility. Lieutemint Raphael Semmes of Winfield Scott's army
in the Mexican interior noted the' tragic incongruity of a battlefield scene: the smoke' had dissipated and the gun:fire had died
away; Semmes saw his comrades exulting over their victory, while
nearby, "a few Mexicans were groveling... for such articles of
small value as they could glean from the wreck. Poor wretches,"
the lieutenant continued, "I could not help pitying them!"47
It is a common phenomenon in warfare that invading soldiers
imagine themselves greatly admired by women of the occupied
nation. In the Mexican War, American troops described the extraordinary hospitality of the Mexican women, whose charm contrasted with the men's depravity. Adolph Wislizenus, a doctor
attached to the Doniphan force, found the women of New Mexico
"active, affectionate, open-hearted, and even faithful when their
affections are reciprocated," while the men struck him as demon-
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strating "indolence, mendacity, treachery, and cruelty."48 To hear
the American soldiers tell it, Mexican women were also aware of
their men's deficiency and much preferred the companionship of
Yanquis. Occasionally, an American found the senoritas too affectionate for his taste. Frank Edwards "vrote that the women of
Santa Fe '~did not seem to know what virtue or modesty is."49
Understandably this was not a general complaint, and most American soldiers apparently regarded the Mexican women as pleasant
diversions. 50
Despite occasional displays of compassion and sensitivity, most
American soldiers ultimately saw the Mexican War as a natural
and pardonable development in the national destiny. Whatever
the carnage and devastation, the consensus was that the Mexicans
actually benefitted from the American presence, both economically and morally. A Pennsylvanian called the war "the religious
execution of our country's glorious mission, under the direction
of Divine. Providence, to civilize and Christianize, and raise up
from anarchy and degradation a most ignorant, indolent, wicked
and unhappy people" ;51 most soldier chrQniclers would have
agreed.
The American belief that Mexicans could one day rise to a
tolerable level of civili~ation dated from th~. early nineteenth
century and rested on the assumption that Mexican debasement
was largely the result of Spanish colonialism and could be overcome with time, pa~ience, and proper motivation. Some American
writers, gaining support as the century wore on, argued that the
Mexicans' defects were too tenacious and too egregious to be explained away in terms of environmental factors. Generally, the
new answers turned on the issue of race.
Charting Mexican racial characteristics proved extremely difficult for American observers; even the relatively simple question
of skin color triggered wide disagreement In most instances, the
Mexican was described as either brown-skinned or swarthy; other
times, writers described his complexion as similar to that of the
Indians. Comparisons with blacks were also common. One writer,
Rufus Sage, noted that the Mexicans were as ''black as veritable
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Negroes, and needed only the curly hair, thick lips, and Battened
nose, to define the genuine Congo in appearance."52 During the
'1850S when many fugitive slaves found asylum in Mexico and
intermarried with the natives, such comparisons beCame even
more frequent, particularly in Texas, where the large number of
Southerners were quick to perceive similarities between the Mexican and Negro.53 Several writers described the Mexican as being
olive-skinned, while Samuel Hammett, a western novelist, presented a character who contemptuously described a Mexican as
a "yaller nigger."54 Amid the confusion, one fact was clear; whatever the Mexican's skin color, it was not white. The noted historian, Francis Parkman, articulated this sentiment as straightforwardly as anyone. The human race in the American West, he
wrote, "is separated into three divisions, arranged in order of their
merits: white men, Indians, and Mexicans; to the latter of whom
the honorable title of 'whites' is by no means conceded."55 Although
the modem Mexican's racial characteristics fascinated a large
number of American travelers, he himself was never widely
studied by ethnologists. Rather, many racial principles applied
to Mexicans were modified versions of theories developed while
studying Indian and Negro' populations. The most important development in ethnological theory which affected American attitudes toward Mexicans' dealt with miscegenation. As the eighteenth century concept of the "unity of man" gave way to theories
emphasizing racial differences,56 the implications of miscegenation became paramount. A leading American ethnologist, Josiah
C. Nott, wrote that the study of human physical history demonstrated clearly that "the superior race must inevitably become
deteriorated by an intermixing with the inferior,"57 and other
scientists agreed. Some ethnologists argued that miscegenation
was especially pernicious because progeny inherited only the
worst characteristics. This last idea made a huge impact on those
western writers who reported on Mexican character. Scottish historian William Robertson contended in the eighteenth century
that, given the nature of the parent stock, inheriting even the
very best of Spanish and native Indian characteristics hardly
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promised a distinguished offspring, and the possibility of inheriting
only the worst traits augered a new level of human depravity.58
'American travelers were aware that racial mixing was proceeding at a rapid pace ip Mexico, and were exceedingly. skeptical
about this phenomenon. As early as 1808, a mariner visiting California, '. William Shaler, referred contemptuously to Mexican
"mixed-breeds."59 Later, as American ethnologists developed elabc:;
orate theories describing the dangers of miscegenation, more American travelers came to see mixed heritage as basic to Mexicande-,
pravity. Thomas J. Farnham, for example, presented a popular
racial evaluation of Mexican character when he wrote in 1844:'
No one acquainted with the indolent, mixed race of California, will
ever believe that they will populate, much less, for any length of
time, govern the country. The' law of Nature, which curses the
mulatto herewith a constitution less robust than tpat of either race
from which he spraI1g, lays a similar penalty UpOI1 the mingling of
the Indian and white ,races in California and Mexico. ,Tht;y,must
fade away. '. . .60

Here was an application of the well-known ethnological theory
which held that the mulatto was weaker than either of his parent
stocks, often so puny that he was incapable of reproduction. 61 The
idea was easily transferred to the Mexican. In this view, the Mexican, somewhat like the-Ihdian, was also a vanishing American,
doomed to extinction because he was weaker, less prolific, and
less intelligent than his forebears. Farnham, repeating yet another
familiar idea, argued that only the mixing of "superior" races would
result in genetic improvements. 62
'
'The most important ethnological evaluation of Mexican character made in the ante-bellum period was that of John Russell
Bartlett, who traveled throughout the Southwest as boundary commissioner from 1850 to 1853. Bartlett had been co-founder of the
American Ethnological Society in 1842 and four years later published his Progress of Ethnology, a primer on the current state of
that science throughout the world. In 1854, after his return from
the Southwest, he published his Personal Narrative in which he
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applied his intimate familiarity with current ethnological theory
to the special case of the Mexican.
Bartlett was no unreconstructed bigot. Although ethnocentric .
and secure in the knowledge of Anglo-Saxon supremacy, he showed
compassion for some of the southwestern peoples. He ascribed to
various Indian tribes a degree of human dignity, enterprise, and
decency. Bartlett also had praise for Mexicans of pure Spanish
extraction, complimenting them for their intelligence, attractiveness; and dignity of manner. In contrast, he had only scorn for
the mixed-bloods who represented, as he put it, "human wretchedness in its worst state." The ethnologist offered an explanation of
the Mexican's predicament. In comparing Castilian character to
that of the mestizo, he wrote:
There are a few respectable old families at EI Paso. . . . A vast gulf
intervenes between these Castilians and the masses, who are a mixed
breed, possessing none of the virtues of their European ancestors,
but all their vices, with those of the aborigines superadded. The
Indian physiognomy is indelibly stamped upon them; and it required
little sagacity to discriminate between the pure and the mixed race. 63

As a mongrel, the Mexican was regarded by Bartlett as the most
contemptible denizen of the Southwest.
Bartlett's low opinion of the Mexican's racial character was
shared by other Southwestern chroniclers. William H. Emory,
Bartlett's successor as boundary commissioner, argued that intermarriage was the major negative factor and wrote that the mixed
progeny of white and "darker colored" races was inevitably ';very
inferior and syphilitic."64 W. W. H. Davis, a United States attorney in Santa Fe, made the disturbing observation that the Mexican was not the product of one undesirable racial fusion but
several; Grst, Spanish and Moor, and then Spanish-Moor and
Mexican aborigine. Thus, Davis noted that the Mexican was
burdened with "all the vices of those whose homes are washed by
the blue waters of the Mediterranean Sea" as well as "the cunning and deceit of the Indian."65 J. Ross Browne, a well-known
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American journalist, wrote in his Adventures in the Apache
Country that "miscegenation has prevailed in [Sonora] for three
centuries. Every generation the population grows worse; and the
Sonoranians [sic]-may now be ranked with their natural compadres
-Indians, burros, and coyotes."66
By mid-century and thereafter, Mexican stock had sunk so low
in American literary chronicles that the character of the southwestern native, the Indian, positively shone. In his own right, the
Indian was not much admired by western writers, but whatever
his defects, they dissipated into insignificance by comparison.
Thomas James, among many others, wrote in his Three Years
Among the Indians and Mexicans (1846) that Indians were far
superior to Mexicans in "all the qualities of a useful and meritorious population."67
Though James himself never articulated the sentiment very
clearly, many denunciations of Mexican-Indian relations centered
on miscegenation. The Indian had only his own vices WIth which
to contend, while the Mexican added those of the Spaniard. The
racial problem was further complicated by a cultural dilemma.
Numerous western writers echoed James Fenimore Cooper's admiration for the Indian's uncompromising primitiveness, his life
of nomadic freedom, his affinity for the natural world, and felt
uncomfortable about the relentless destruction of that society.6s
On the other hand, Mexicans appeared to be locked in a cultural
limbo-partially civilized, but wholly corrupt-figures who simultaneously perverted both the purity of Indian savagery and that
of European civilization. To many western writers, the Mexican
was not only a racial mongrel but a cultural one as well and thus
doubly to be abhorred.
The period from 1831 to 1869-delimited by publication of
The Personal Narratives of James O. Pattie and J. Ross Browne's
Adventures in the Apache Country-was one in which the image,
previously of a swirling cloud of ambiguous, elusive impressions,
coalesced in the American mind. The resulting image was shaped
largely by American travelers who generally described the Mex-
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ican as being cruel, cowardly, treacherous, immoral, indolent, and
backward. These impressions became all the more entrenched as
succeeding travelers borrowed attitudes of their predecessors, restated them, and thus reinforced them. In many cases, later American travelers depicted Mexican character precisely as they expected to find it. 69
The travelers' impressions of Mexican character, widely circulated as they were, left an indelible imprint on the American
mind. In some cases, the impact was indirect. For example, many
writers of western fiction of the period and thereafter, having no
personal acquaintance with Mexicans themselves, relied heavily
on travel narratives for their characterizations; 7°Generally, fictional Mexicans like those in the travel literature were of two
varieties: the sinister, mestizo scoundrel, and, less frequently, the
decadent "Castilian" romantic. Eventually, both types became
familiar figures in American popular culture, appearing in countless paperback, movie, and television westerns. 71
The western and Mexican travel narratives-written by various
Americans from different regions, occupations, and social classesprovide important insights into nineteenth century American
impressions of Mexican character and culture. Diverse as the
travelers were, their attitudes toward Mexicans were remarkably
similar. This general revulsion can be attributed largely to the persistent influences of American hispanophobia, anti-Catholic sentiment, racial prejudice,and ethnocentrism. This last quality was
pervasive among Yanqui travelers and 'thus especially pernicious.
Frequently, travelers denigrated Mexicans essentially because they
were unlike themselves. The Americans were not satisfied Simply
to describe the Mexicans, but, secure in their feeling of superiority, wished to stand in moral judgment of them. 72 Yanqui writers
seldom understood that it was one thing to suggest that Mexicans
did not esteem work as much as the Americans, and quite another
to label them simply indolent. 73 Another impediment to accurate
characterizations was the propensity toward reckless generalizations. Encountering villains such as Santa. Anna or George Ken-
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dall's notorious Salezar, they would presume all Mexicans to be
. '
scoundrels.
A fi~al consideration affecting American •attitudes toward the
Mexican is that Yanqui writers began traveling in Mexico at a
time when the United States sought a foil for national expansion.
To justify destruction of Mexican life in the West, American
writers felt compelled to portray Mexicans as villainous and decadent. In those areas where American outrages were greatest and'
where corifrontations between Yanquis and Mexicans were blood~
iest-Texas as a case in point-the emergent portraits of Mexican
character were most damaging. Thisis not to say that all denunciations of Mexican actions were baseless, but rather to suggest that
American writers came to observe the Mexicans at a time when
they were prepared to hatehiin. 74
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Above: The S~nta Maria on Lake Medina, Texas, with a fighter escort
from Kelly Field overhead. .
Below: The Isotta-Fraschini motors of the Santa Maria.
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THE FLIGHT OF THE SANTA MARIA, OR, FROM ROME

TO ROOSEVELT LAKE BUT NOT BACK AGAIN: THE
CHIEF OF STAFF, ITALIAN AIR FORCE, VISITS
THE SOUTHWEST

JOHN G. FRANCHINI

As

ITALIAN nationalism reached a fanatical peak during the late
1920S and early 1930s, Benito Mussolini planned to create avast,
worldwide patriotic network of Italian colonial organizations
sympathetic to their former homeland. In line with II Duce's
desires, the Italian government in 1925 approved a plan proposed
by Commodore Francesco de Pinedo, Chief of Staff, Italian AIr
Force, to fly the South Atlantic to' South America, thence through
the United States and back to Rome.
Early in 1926, work began on the plane'which would carry
the heroic flyer on his journey. The seaplane was an S-55 Italian
bomber modified in its large dual' pontoon configuration wfth two
500 horsepower· Isotta-Fraschini inC;tors mounted in a tandem
position on top'of the huge single wing. Thecockpits were situated'
in each pontoon with the pilot and· copilot in 'one' pontoon and the
'two mechanics in the other. The plane was capable of holding 5Bo
gallons of fuel, and could be modified to carry' more if the m:echanics' compartment were'eliminated. l
'.
r
Francesco de Pinedo closely supervised the building of the
craft, christ~ned the Santa Maria iri1'memory,of 'the flagship 'of
Christopher Columbus~ Since the beginning of Mussolini's govern, ment, de 'Pinedo had' been a "vital force in'the development of
Italian aviation. During the Great War he was a pilot in 'th'e Italian
Army. When Mussolini gained control in 1922, and with the help
,of the Italian Government, he was able to give greater recognition
to Italian aviation within the armed forces.

r: '.
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Much of de Pinedo's fame was attained in 1925. During that
year he recorded the longest Hight in aviation history. His trip
covered thirty-four thousand iniles and included stops in Greece,
Persia, India, Australia, Korea, and Japan. After his successful air
voyage he was presented the "Civis Romanus," an award revived
from ancient times by Mussolini. His aeronautical experience
prompted Mussolini to appoint him Chief of Staff of the Italian
Air Force. 2 De Pinedo was a man of slight stature who traditionally
wore golf knickers while Hying. He was thirty-seven years old
when he began his trip to the Western Hemisphere. Accompanying him on his epic voyage were Captain Carlo del Prete as copilot,
and Mario Zacchetti and Sergeant Deglinnocenti as the ship's
mechanics. 3 Deglinnocenti was on the ship until Baloma, Portuguese Guinea, where he was· forced to remain behind to lighten
the load.
The Hight plan covered a distance of 30,000 miles and included
four continents: Africa, South America, North America and
Europe. De Pinedo explained the purpose of his Hight at a news
conference in New Orleans, at the halfway mark of his voyage:
The journey was to ". . . demonstrate the development of aviation
in Italy, and for experimental purposes."4 The experiments included the use of the South Atlantic for commercial aviation because as de Pinedo remarked, ". . . the Hight could demonstrate
what improvements are necessary for the full development of
commercial aviation."5 DePinedo planned his Hight in three stages.
The first stage covered a distance of 7,5°0 miles and included
crossing the Southern Atlantic near Port Natal, Brazil. The second
stage was to begin at Buenos Aires and terminate in New York, a
distance of 16,750 miles. The final stage was slated to begin in
Newfoundland and end in Rome, covering 5,125 miles. 6
De Pinedo bid Mussolini farewell on January 19, 1927, and
left for Cogliari, Sardinia to prepare for his journey.7 After waiting
for good Hying weather, he began his trip in the Santa Maria on
February 13, 1927. His departure was kept secret because of the
Italian aviator's superstitions concerning newspaper notoriety. The
year before, he had been given wide publicity on a trip which

FRANCHINI: THE FLIGHT OF THE SANTA MARIA

33

subsequently failed. For that reason, he decided to leave quietly.s
On Monday, March 28th, the Santa Maria docked in Havana.
The Hyers had experienced numerous problems during their
month-and-a-half air voyage across the South Atlantic and through
South America. A pontoon received damage in the Atlantic crossing and the Santa Maria's engines had to be overhauled in Buenos
Aires. The voyagers were lost over the Amazon for two days, but
were able finally to land at Guajira Miren, Brazil. The Santa
Maria was the first airship to cross the lower Amazon and despite
accidents and errancies, only the seventh to cross the Atlantic. 9 De
Pinedo ane! his crew continued confidently on their journey.
On Tuesday the 29th, de Pinedo departed from Havana and
reached New Orleans six hours and fifteen minutes later. His visit
to Louisiana included conferences with m~ny Army Air Corps
officers despite a State Department request that military o$cers
avoid courtesies to the Italian Hyers,1° In New Orleans, de Pinedo
altered his schedule and added Galveston to his route. Early Friday
morning, April. I st, a crowd gathered at the Industrial Canal docks
to witness his departure, They were disappointed, however, because the Hyer failed to appear. Later, the news media was told
that one member of de Pinedo's crew was ill. The flyers did not
depart from New Orleans until Saturday, April 2nd. They flew
to Galveston and then to San Antonio, where the Santa Maria was .
met by five United States army fighter aircraft sent by Brigadier
General F. P. Lahm, the commander of the Air Force training
center at Kelly Field. De Pinedo was escorted to Lake Medina,
thirty miles from San Antonio where the pilot landed the hydroplane. At a ceremonial dinner that evening, de Pinedo stated that
he would not attempt to return across the Atlantic nonstop. Those
close to the Italian pilot had believed earlier that he might attempt
to win the $25,000 Orteig Prize, which was to be awarded to the
first aviator to Hy from New York to Paris. Lindbergh succeeded
in 1929.11
Early Sunday morning, the Italians failed in their attempts to
take off from Lake Medina. General Lahm had anticipated little
trouble getting the hydroplane off the lake because the U.S.
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Army's Pan-American clippers rose from the same lake with 6,500
pounds of fuel. The Santa Maria carried 580 gallons which
weighed only 4,500 pounds. 12 The Army machines were biplanes,
however, which achieved more lift, while the monoplane Santa
Maria needed a longer run.
The Santa Maria's failure to lift off from Lake Medina caused
great anxiety among the people expecting the plane at Elephant
Butte Lake near Hot Springs, New Mexico. 13 At seven that
morning the officials at Lake Medina had telephoned Elephant
Butte that de Pinedo had taken off. At seven-thirty that morning
there was a power failure at Lake Medina and the telephone connections were not restored until two-thirty in the afternoon. The
crowd at Hot Springs was· not aware until then that the Santa
Maria had not been able to take off and there was fear that the
ship was lost. 14
Hot Springs had been a crowded town since Friday, April 1St.
The small hamlet, which traditionally eked out its existence as a
mineral bath center, was on that weekend a crowded carnival, as
nearly 5,000 people swarmed over the area. Most of the visitors
slept in cars or tents because the two hotels and rooming houses
could accommodate only 300 people. The large crowds and de
Pinedo's delay in San Antonio prompted the Hot Springs sheriff,
Billy Kendall, to hire ten extra deputies to help control the crowds. 15
Leo Smith, the Hot Springs mayor, planned a reception for the
flyers. Seven men asked to be on the government launch that
would bring the pilot off the lake: Mayor Smith; Councilmen
James W. Knox, Sam Matson, and J. S. Heffernan; Italian Vice
Consul Frank Fracarolli; the superintendent of Elephant Butte
Dam, George Shannow; and the dam's engineer, R. M. Lawson. ill
Early on Monday, the Santa Maria lifted off from Lake Medina.
The ship carried only three hundred gallons of fuel, which Kelly
Field aviators believed was enough to reach Hot Springs. The
hydroplane was towed nine miles up the lake and turned into the
wind; even so, the plane traveled nearly three miles before it
could break from the water. The flight from San Antonio to Hot
Springs was the most dangerous leg of the trip because the sea-
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plane had to travel seven hundred miles overland with scant fuel
before it could reach sufficient water for landing. The high altitude and steep mountains also caused concern for de Pinedo, and
the aviator remarked in Hot Springs that he was lost for a time
above the desolate country.17 The red, white and green wings of
the Santa Maria were finally seen over El Paso at twcrthirty in the
afternoon. IS At three-forty the airship was sighted over Elephant
Butte. An Albuquerque Journal reporter emotionally described the
ship's descent onto the lake:
9ut of a turquoise sky into the ancient pueblo country the roaring
thunder bird of Commander Francesco de Pinedo descended Monday
afternoon to a resting place on the calm waters of Elephant Butte

Dam. 19

The Italian colony from Albuquerque had been represented by
over 200 people on Sunday, but only twenty-five stayed to greet
the plane on Monday. Nevertheless, the small group of ItalianAmericans that remained gave the Commander an enthusiastic
welcome. Those on the government launch that had gone to tow
the Santa Maria into the dock saluted their intrepid heroes with
a shower of carnations in a burst of patrioticfervor. 20
As the pilots stepped onto shore, Marinuello Cinelli, an officer
in the Italian Army during the First World War and holder of the
Crois Belguene and other medals of valor, greeted them. He
leaped to a rock, lifted his arms in a fascist salute and cried "Viva
de Pinedo!" The Italian delegation to the man burst into cries of
"Viva!" and gave the salute. 21
Before leaving the next morning, the Byer gave the Albuquerque
Italian community a souvenir of his visit, an extra propeller from
the Santa Maria. De Pinedo was again unable to depart on
schedule. The seaplane could not become airborne. Finally at
one-fifteen that afternoon, the Byers deposited their seven hundred
pounds of luggage on shore and the plane was able to rise off the
lake. The intensive morning trials and the high altitude caused
the engines to overheat, and after traveling only twenty-five miles
the big seabird was forced to return to Elephant Butte. 22
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De Pinedo left Elephant Butte again early Wednesday morning,
April 6th, after motorboats churned the water around the airship
to help separate it from the lake. The Bight from Elephant Butte
to Roosevelt Lake, although potentially hazardous, was easily
accomplished. The Santa Maria landed on the Arizona lake before
noon. At Roosevelt Lake, as in Hot Springs and every other settlement the Santa Maria had visited, a crowd of people came to see
the great hydroplane that daringly ventured over the desolate and
dry terrain, far from its safe aquatic habitat. The ship was docked
near shore and de Pinedo received greetings from Roland L. Still,
manager of the Apache Lodge at Roosevelt Lake, and Steve
Faletti and John Cocaletto, Italian immigrants living in Globe,
Arizona. 23 Because the Santa Maria was an unusual ship, many
people rowed out to get a closer look at the seaplane during refueling.
After lunch, del Prete and Zacchetti returned to direct the refueling, while de Pinedo accompanied Still on a tour and photography session at the reservoir buildings. 24 Moments after de
Pinedo had left Still and started to make his way to the dock, the
Santa Maria burst into Bames. 25 Still rushed fire extinguishers
from Apache Lodge and powerhouse, and for a moment it seemed
that the frantic efforts of del Prete, Zacchetti and a large number
of workers would succeed in saving the hydroplane. However, a
manhole on the port side used as an entrance to de Pinedo's cabin
was open. Once the draft from the porthole struck the Barnes, the
entire cabin exploded into a mass of fire. Del Prete dived off the
ship into the water and Zacchetti jumped onto the Boating dock.
Still and others kept the growing crowds back, since there was fear
that the newly filled gasoline tanks would explode. Within two
minutes the great ship that had traveled halfway around the world
plunged to the bottom of the lake. 26
Immediately an investigation began. The first clues were found
that evening, when James Gibson, son of W. P. Gibson of Miami,
Arizona, revealed that he was on the boat from which a youth had
thrown a lighted match igniting fumes and gasoline near the
Santa Maria. The Gibson boy did not know the "stranger." He
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testified that the youths had been quarreling over a cigarette and
during the argument,
the other boy threw the match
away."27 Early the next day a reporter from the Arizona Republican questioned seventeen-year-old John Thomason of Phoenix.
The youth, a boat tender at Canyon Lake, Arizona, admitted that
he was the one who had thrown the match into the fuel-covered
lake. 28
In Italy, the tragedy was initially interpreted as an anti-Fascist
plot. The Italian Cabinet demanded revenge against the alleged
conspirators who, the Cabinet believed, succeeded in destroying
the Santa Maria. Telegraph stations and newspaper offices
throughout Italy claimed that the destruction was deliberate. Only
Mussolini, it seemed, remained calm. He granted de Pinedo's
request for another plane and immediately shipped the Santa
Maria II, a sister ship of the destroyed craft, by steamer to New
York. 29 To lessen charges of sabotage, United States Assistant
Secretary of War Arthur Davidson sent a message to de Pinedo
offering his. sympathy. The Secretary offered the Italian the use of
a U.S. Army airplane to complete his tour of the United States.
De Pinedo thanked the secretary for his offer, but declined use
of the plane. De Pinedo wrote home to the Italian people that
the fire was an accident. The Italian Cabinet became more understanding when Faletti and Cocaletto informed the news media
that th~y saw the two boys quarreling on the boat and watched the
match fall into the gasoline-covered water. Mussolini repeated
to Henry P. Fletcher, U.S. Ainbassador to Rome, that, "... Italy
saw no connection between anti-Fascists and the burning of de
Pinedo's aircraft."30 ~
De Pinedo and del Prete left for San Diego on April 8th. They
flew from Phoenix to San Diego in two U.S. navy airplanes. The
aircraft piloted by W. S. Hactan, in which del Prete was a passenger, was forced down with engine trouble near San Diego.
The plane landed in a muddy field and both men were thrown
from the aircraft, though neither was injured. De Pinedo and
A. E. Montgomery, his pilot, continued to San Diego without
incident.3l Considering all his misfortunes and those of his crew,
it • • •
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Above: The Santa Maria ablaze on Roosevelt Lake.

Below: Remains of one motor resting on a charred wing section.
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it was not surprising that de Pinedo motored to Los Angeles and
traveled by train to S~m Francisco and later to New York,' where
he met his new Santa MariaJor the flight home.
. As soon as news of the fire reached Albuquerque, the Italian
colony had telegraphed de Pinedo offering its help in recovery
operations. They also were interested in obtaining a "relic" for the
Italian colony in Albuquerque. 32 From San Diego, de Pinedo
telegraphed Still and informed him that he had authorized Italians
from Albuquerque to salvage the plane. De Pinedo also gave the
colony permission to keep all of the aircraft except the motors. 33
Early on April 10, Still telegraphed the Albuquerque colony:
You had better get man to come to Roosevelt immediately to protect
Santa Maria plane as there are numbers of people trying to further
destroy it. I expe~t this is more for souvenirs but need watchman
here to protect plane.34

On' April 12th, representatives of the It~lians' settl~d id Albuquerque left for Roosevelt Lake. Ettore Franchini, Peter Vichi
and Antonio Domenici left earlier than planned ·beca~seof Still's
telegram,35 The trio arrived on April 12, but Vichi and Domenici
returned to Albuquerque the next day to celebrate Easter..
.
On April 13th, Franchini hired ten Indians to help In: the recovery. The remains of the craft were in thirty feet ~f wat~rwhich
added to the problems. With only a few hundred feet -of rope,
three steel hooks and a pulley at the workers' disposal, the recovery took eight days.36
In Italy the recovery process held almost as much interest as
the flight itself. Newspapers throughout the northern sections
of Italy followed the reclamation of the burned ship. In a letter
to de Pinedo, who informed the papers, Franchini described the
plane after it was salvaged;
... the condition of the motors are poor because the lower part of
the motors had been burned. The valve covers are broken and also
two carburetors and a radiator are .cracked. The propellers are both

.... :"
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burned and broken. I had to separate the motors in order to bring
them up because of their heavy weight. We recovered the wings
and tail sections which were also badly burned.37

One pontoon was recovered and in it were binoculars, a green
box with a medal of Saint Theresa,38 a small wallet with 20,000
lire, a large watch stopped at 12 o'clock, a pistol, three bottles of
Spanish oil, and some tools. The other pontoon was never recovered. 39
Hidden along the recovered portion of the fuselage were numerous letters that had been written and placed there by the men
who built the seaplane. These notes, more than any other articles
recovered, excited the Italian press. One Italian newspaper considered the notes"... the soul of the craft." One such note read:
To de Pinedo, with his followers the Imperial Roman Countryland,
he takes the Italian wing to the farthest places of the world. We
builders of the Santa Maria, indestructably built for the great
voyage, in unending faith. 40

An Italian-American newspaper told its readers;
. " the Santa Maria was carrying within its structure a wish for
good luck. The fire which destroyed the plane at Roosevelt Dam
did not destroy everything. With the salvation of the remains, a
secret came to light. 41

A postscript to the recovery operation occurred on April 12th,
when Wesley Farley, a high school student living in Coffee
Canyon, found de Pinedds log book on the lakeshore. The pilot
had been upset that the book had not been found earlier, just
after his craft was destroyed. The book contained Mussolini's instructions to Italian Consulates throughout the world and official
seals of places visited by de Pinedo. The log described official visits
made by the Ryer, including a message from his premier dated
February 8, 1927, his intended date of departure from Rome, and
official seals of numerous Italian Consulates at places where the
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aviator had landed. The Ariwna Bulletin sent the log book on to
de Pinedo in San Francisco. 42
On April 20th, the remains of the plane were brought for dis. play and shipment to the Southern Pacific depot at Globe, Arizona.
Hundreds of people viewed the wreckage that day, including an
old woman who approached Franchini and asked for a small piece
of the wing. When he gave it to her, she wept, saying, "I wanted
this little piece of my country with me in my grave."43 The seaplane was taken to Albuquerque and later the motors were sent
to the Italian Embassy in New York to be transported to Rome.
The Albuquerque Italian community believed that the motors
were to be donated to a museum in Rome. 44 All in all, the recovery
adventure had cost the Albuquerqueans a little time and about a
thousand dollars. 45
De Pinedo's adventures in the Southwest, and the tragic fire
that destroyed the Santa Maria, ~rought to the aviator and Mussolini's Italy some of the sympathy and recognition II Duce sought,
especially from the Italian immigrant colonies in. the area. Cristoforo Colombo Hall in Albuquerque jealously guarded the remains
of the Santa Maria for several years, and the members of the dub
proudly hung the propeller presented to them by de Pinedo in
their trophy room. But by 1941, few people remembered the daring
Ryer and his seaplane. De Pinedo had been forced to resign his
post as chief of staff, and he died in 1933 while attempting to take
off on another of his transglobal voyages. Mussolini's Italy had become anathema, and many sons of the Italian immigrants in the
Southwest joined the United States armed forces. The propeller
of de Pinedo's plane was removed and stored in a garage, and like
the events of 1927 at Elephant Butte and Roosevelt Lake, it was
soon forgotten.
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THE MAKING OF SPANISH INDIAN POLICY
ON THE NORTHWEST COAST

CHRISTON I. ARCHER

the second half of the eighteenth century, the Spanish
empire in North America underwent a most remarkable period of
expansion. While frontier colonizing and missionizing projects
had not ceased even in the doldrums of the seventeenth century,
limitations of manpower and financial resources prevented incorporation' of continental expanses which had attracted the earlier
explorers. Spain had developed a unique settlement system, the
mission-presidio, which served to draw Indians into a sedentary
life and to prepare th~m for conversion to Christianity. Although
this system was not always successful with the warlike and nomadic plains Indians, the experience of the Jesuits and the Franciscans in the Californias tended to confirm accepted theories. In
an effort to secure the northern approaches to New Spain, it was
quite natural that the mission-presidio should be. a model for any
new advanced bases. Franciscan friars experienced in the Califbrnias would look after the Indians while naval and army forces
provided defense and maintained Spanish sovereignty.
While these factors were predominant, the imperial government saw an opportunity to demonstrate the national commitment
to scientific curiosity and to standards worthy of the best Enlightenment themes. Conducted under international scrutiny, Spanish
policy was designed to eliminate the traditional misrepresentations
by some Europeans that Spain invariably destroyed Indian societies. There was to be no Black Legend on the Northwest Coast.
To .prevent bloodshed, even sentiments of self-preservation and
revenge were to be suppressed. Spaniards would have to respect
DURING
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the customs and property of the Indians and, if necessary, tolerate
robbery, poor faith, insults, and other provocations.!
From the first voyage of exploration to the Northwest Coast
under Juan Perez in 1774, relations with the Indians were considered to be almost as important as the primary object, which was
to verify the extent of Russian encroachment. Perez's instructions
stressed the need to expose the Indians to the light of the gospel
and to embark upon a spiritual conquest. Good relations were
absolutely essential so that later missionaries and settlers would
be well received. 2 Indeed, when Perez expressed his own preference for additional hardened soldiers to garrison his ship, Viceroy
Antonio Marfa Bucareli chided him, pointing out that the purpose
was to carry out a mission of exploration into the unknown and
not to fight Indians. Instead of more soldiers, Bucareli attached a
Franciscan friar named Pablo Mugartegui to the complement. 3
Perez received supplies of trinkets and orders to learn as much as
he could about Indian customs, lifestyle, religion, political relationships, government, and population.
Unfortunately, the expedition did not touch land and while
some information was obtained from Indians who visited the ship,
the final results fell far short of expectations. 4 Reports filed by
officers and chaplains described the ,clothing and appearance of
the Indians, but the language gap frustrated efforts to learn about
their society. Some trading took place aboard ship and Second
Pilot Esteban Jose Martinez noted that a blanket he obtained was
"most elegant for having been made by a people without culture."5
All of the Indians demonstrated a passionate interest in knives or
any metal suitable for cutting edges, but they received little more
than trifles and old clothing. Few of the Spaniards generated enthusiasm for the rich furs or for the gloomy fog-shrouded North
Pacific coast. Martinez alone saw resources worthy of exploitation.
In his opinion:

It is certain that if with time this land is conquered and populated
and some ports are discovered in it, our Catholic Monarch will be
able to say, '1 have another new world of Spaniards and of land as
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rich and luxuriant as Spain since thousands of ships and perhaps
even more could be constructed.'6

In the following year, Bucareli dispatched a new expedition to
complete the work begun by Perez. By this time, he had several
young naval officers who would not be timorous when confronted
by bad weather or other hardship. Two vessels under the command of Lieutenants Bruno de Hezeta and Juan Francisco de la
Bodega y Quadra sailed north and put into port at present day
Grenville Harbor on the Washington coast. The Indians came
out to trade for knives, mirrors, and other items-making signs
of friendship and even inviting the Spaniards to visit their village.
At 9:00 that night, eight large canoes surrounded Bodega's vessel
which was isolated from Hezeta. The Indians shouted and howled
for a while, raising concern that an attack was imminent, before
they decided to exchange food and water for gifts. The following
day, July 14,1775, peaceful commerce continued; one Indian
requested the linchpin and other iron from the ship's rudder, but
departed without complaint when told that they were not for sale.
Later in the day, Bodega sent a boat ashore with six heavily armed
men to obtain water, firewood and a mast. As they struggled to
the beach through a heavy surf, some three hundred Indians fell
upon them and slaughtered them; although their horrified comrades fired swivel guns and muskets, none of the shot reached the
beach. Bodega tried unsuccessfully to signal Hezeta to convey the
bad news. By this point, however, the flush of victory emboldened
the Indians. Nine canoes, each with more than thirty warriors,
attacked the ship which had very few able-bodied men left to
fight. Firepower prevailed, however; when the first Indians attempted to climb aboard, Bodega opened fire with two swivel guns
and three muskets. Six attackers were hit and the canoe flotilla
withdrew. 7 This was a costly lesson about Northwest Coast Indian
societies. Quite clearly, the Spaniards had violated the Indian
concept of sovereignty or some other factor had provoked their
wrath. From this point forward, no Spaniard could doubt their
warlike potential.
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.A junta convened to discuss retaliation. Bodega and his pilot
pressed for revenge. Hezeta was shocked that the Indians could
have been aboard the ships in the morning-bringing their women
and accepting gifts-then have attacked without warning in the
afternoon. Yet neither he nor most of the other officers wished
for more blopdshed. The junta noted that article 23 of Hezeta's
instructions forbade violence against the Indians except to defend
the crews and ships. It was now too late for this sort of action.
Besides, ignorance of the terrain gave advantage to the Indians;
if more men suffered injuries, the expedition would have to turn
back. Since scurvy and other diseases had depleted manpower,
nothing was done to avenge the dead seamen. S Shortly afterward,
Hezeta returned to California while Bodega extended the voyage
into Alaskan waters.
There were renewed conflicts in 1779 during the third voyage
to the north. The commanders, Lieutenants Bodega y Quadra and
Ignacio de Arteaga with the frigates Favorita and Princesa carried orders to conduct themselves as ethnologists rather than conquerors, recording everything they could without disturbing
Indian society. In fact, many officers and several chaplains kept
detailed journals of this expedition. 9 At Bucareli Sound, the
Indians opened relations by singing of peace-plucking the white
down from a dead sea bird and scattering it into the air. Before
even a week had passed, however, familiarity had turned to contempt. A passion for metals caused the Indians to steal any object
which came within their grasp-chisels, harrel hoops, latches, nails,
spoons and caldrons, and even the iron strapping from the sides
of the ships. On June 10, 1779, in order to obtain the nails they
tore down a large cross put up by the friars. lO Arteaga restrained
his men from punishing the Indians, and he succeeded until some
of the seamen's clothing vanished. Completely frustrated, the
Captain ordered the capture of one Indian. To serve as an example
of Spanish administration of justice, the poor victim received ten
lashes in plain sight of his comrades. This chastisement had some
impact; a few items of clothing were returned and a canoe was
left in payment for the remaining garments. l l
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The Sultil and the Mexicana visit Maquinna's village. Drawing by Jose
Cardero, 1792, courtesy of the Museo de America, Madrid.

.

50

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW LII: 1 1977

Although Arteaga periodically fired blanks and even cannon
balls over the heads of the Indians in further attempts to keep
order, the impact was negligible. The Indians concluded that
Spanish weapons were frightening but relatively harmless. Warriors scoffed at muskets and pointed out that noise was no match
against their daggers. To dispel wrong impressions and for the
sake of humanity, the Spaniards finally fired a cannon ball into an
empty canoe and, when war canoes began to hinder launches sent
to map the sound, they unleashed a fusillade of musketry which
splintered a wooden tub.
These lessons did serve to increase respect for firearms, but did
not end thefts and other hostile acts. When two sailors were foolish
enough to accompany some Indians to their village, where they
later were imprisoned, there was real trouble. Arteaga decided to
fire a number of terror inspiring cannon broadsides which might
permit the capture of some hostages for exchange. Both vessels
opened fire with cannon and light arms. Although the weapons
were not supposed to be aimed at human targets, the report did
swamp several canoes. Nineteen prisoners were taken. One Indian
drowned, and one was killed by an errant musket ball. Immediately, four armed launches were sent to shore, but they were confronted by a multitude of warriors dressed in hide armor and ready
for war. Unimpressed by firepower or the loss of hostages, they
brandished spears and shot volleys of arrows toward the launches.
In a two-hour standoff, the Spaniards restrained themselves and
did not return fire. Finally, the sailors were exchanged for the
Indian hostages. 12
After two months' contact, the Spaniards were able to form some
fairly clear impressions about Northwest Coast societies. They had
more than sufficient knowledge about Indian weaponry and proclivities toward war. Artisan work-carved boxes, figures, woven
mats, masks, jewelry, and other objects-impressed all observers.
The language barrier still prevented the Spaniards from making
anything but superficial statements about religion and politics.
Arteaga described Indian speech as "confUSing and gutteral" and
the labret worn by the women made all words unclear. To over,

.
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come these difficulties, a few children were purchased who in time
would be able to serve .as translators and informants. Since the
Indians were willing to go to almost any lengths to obtain metal,
there was no difficulty finding candidates. As far as Arteaga was
concerned, moreover, the children would be much better off with
the Spaniards than with their own people, since most of those offered for sale were sickly, uncomely, or hostages taken in intertribal warfare. By the time Arteaga weighed anchor, he reported
seven youngsters aboard, ranging, he estimated, from three to ten
years of age. 13
The Spaniards did not return to Bucareli Sound for nine years.
It was not until 1788 that Esteban Jose Martinez and Gonzalo
LOpez de Haro led another expedition northward. They opened
contacts with Russian posts, and Martinez came across one potentially workable Indian policy. At Prince William Sound, the
Indians presented receipts demonstrating that they had paid their
annual tribute tax to the Russians. Martinez managed to obtain
a few of the chits, and he submitted them with his official reports.
The Russians enjoyed generally peaceful relations in 1788, and
Indians paid a tax of ten per cent on furs as well as the annual
capitation tax of three rubles. 14
Martinez reported intelligence of much more immediate importance, however. Several Russians mentioned their plans to
move southward in 1789 to establish a base at Nootka Sound-, In
response to these intentions, Viceroy Manuel Florez dispatched
Martinez northward once again in the spring of 1789 to plant
the first Spanish settlement on the Northwest Coast. Once again,
the opening of satisfactory Indian relationships was of primary
concern. Three articles in Martinez's instructions from Florez
established a framework for a future Indian policy, Great care was
to be taken to exercise "prudence, judgment, and tact" in any
relationship with the Indians. Gifts and commerce would help
in the beginning, but four Franciscan missionaries from the
ColegiO de San Fernando in Mexico City were'sent to approach
the Indians "in a gentle way so as not to exasperate them."15
Upon arrival off Nootka Sound on May 3, 1789, Martinez and
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his men became more concerned about Europeans than Indians.
There were at least three foreign merchant vessels in the sound,16
and the Indians greeting Martinez wore copper and brass jewelry
and exhibited English daggers. 17 These foreigners were not anticipated since the Spaniards were totally unaware of new developments of the sea otter trade. They established themselves at the
still unoccupied summer village site of Yucuat or Friendly Cove,
the best harbor in the region and a central focus in the culture
of the Nootka Indians. The heavy squared timber frames of
Indian dwellings formed the basis for the first Spanish buildings.
MartInez's first aim, after his settlement was well established, was
to prove the Spanish claims to sovereignty. According to his
journal, Chief Maquinna, the dominant leader over all Indians
of N ootka Sound, recalled the Perez visit of 1774. 18
The Franciscan missionaries found themselves totally isolated
from the indigenous population. Martinez feared an attack and
maintained constant vigilance. 19 No one was permitted to stray
beyond the range of protection by the cannon of the ships and the
new fort. Although the Indians did bring fish and other items for
sale in exchange for machetes,bits of iron, copper, and other
trifles, the friars had little opportunity to study Nootkan religion
and customs. Clearly the Franciscans would have to find some
means of approaching the Indians in their own villages or of attracting them to settle at Yucuat before the conversion process could
begin. Instead of carrying the gospel to-the Indians; however, the
friars like other members of the garrison studied published sources
and reports given by fur traders. Having read the French edition
of Captain Cook's A Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, secular and
religious personnel alike were aware that Indians of Nootka Sound
had attempted to sell the British mariners a severed hand. 20 Almost
no one among them seriously questioned Cook's supposition that
the indigenous people were cannibals. American and British
traders passed on similar stories until few accounts were complete
without the ubiquitous severed hand. Indians themselves helped
to propagate the most horrible tales by heaping abuse upon their

ARCHER: SPANISH INDIAN POLICY

53

nearby enemies, but no Indian ever confess~d to having been' a
cannibal himself.2 1
.
Martinez received some of his information about the Indians
from AmeriCans in the area, notably Joseph Ingraham, a trader.
Ingraham discussed religion, morality, marriage and burial cus~
toms, and confirmed and extended Cook's suggestions about cannibalism. 22 Another informant, New England Captain John
Kendrick of the Columbia, told about cannibal feasts, incessant
intertribal warfare in which children were taken as prisoners, and
related stories of purchasing such children for "a piece of copper,
bits of iron, or some other bauble."23 Kendrick told Martinez that
such children had originally been intended for cannibal sacrifice,
and he spun gruesome tales of rites he had personally attended.
Of course, both Ingraham and Kendrick had a large stake in
keeping the fur trade open, so exaggeration undoubtedly originated in economic interests::Nevertheless, Martinez believed the
claims, and like Arteaga he purchased children from their captors
in order to save them from their awful fate. Apparently the Indians
had corresponding suspicions about Spanish intentions. On some'
occasions when he sought to buy children, Martinez' was asked
if he intended to devour them. 24 Actually children who were purchased were turned over to the Franciscans, who baptized them
and thus claimed some of their only successes in spreading the
Holy Faith in the Northwest. 25
.
Like Martinez; the Franciscan missionaries had to learn about
the Indians second-hand, since the priests were not accepted as
intimates: But unlike Martinez, not all the priests believed the
stories spread by their informants. Fray Severo Patera, head of
the religious mission, professed admiration for their politeness and
good manners even though they were "miserable idolators."26
Nevertheless, Patera had no illusions about the possibilities of
spreading the gospel on the Northwest Coast. 'Trained for quite
different conditions, he was unable to adjust enough to lead his
friars to, a spiritual conquest. The mountainous and rocky terrain
bafHed the Franciscans who could not even find a place suitable
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to "SOW haIfa fanegaof grain." It was equally useless for stockraising "even if one wanted to keep only half a dozen of one
species." More important, however, the friars saw no way to
penetrate Indian society or to make themselves useful by introducing new or better crops and domestic animals. As Patero complained, in most pagan countries of the Americas-especially where
the Spaniards had been active-the natives fed themselves from
various grains. Each region produced certain products which their
ancestors and the climate imposed. On the Northwest Coast, however ... "these Indians neither have nor know any seed but the
fish which they follow to its havens and establish themselves
with such ease that even the richest amongst them must say
'Omnia mecum porto' (All I have I carry with me)." As proof of
this, he pointed out that in just over two months one group had
inhabited three places each rather distant from the other. 27
Not surprisingly in light of the earlier experience, the plan
to establish a traditional mission-presidio was abandoned. Martinez withdrew the garrison from Nootka Sound in October, 1789.
But the new viceroy of Mexico, the Conde de Revillagigedo,
wished to re-establish the northern post in 1790. When the Spaniards returned to Nootka Sound, their entourage lacked a strong
missionary component. While the base was still excellent for ethno~
graphic research, comparatively little was done to spread the gospel.
The chaplains turned their attention to the needs of the garrison,
seeking wherever possible to purchase children to save them from
imagined cannibal feasts. In reviewing their record during 1792,
the scientist Jose Mariano Mozino condemned the narrow tl)inking which had deterred Patero. He saw no reason why missions
needed arable land and went on to ask rhetorically, "... could
not a doctrine that was taught by fishermen in the first place be
communicated to those who out of necessity, ignorance, and a
lack of resources followed this profession ?"28
The viceroy's secret instructions given to Francisco de Eliza,
designated commander of the expedition, placed emphasis upon
ethnological questions which were of interest to the viceroy, and
paid scant attention to missionary work. Eliza was to cultivate
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Indian friendship and make full reports on their spirit, character,
temperament, numbers, and relationships with foreigners. The
treaSury underwrote the costs of several cases of baubles and old
clothing which were to be used as gifts. Moreover, Spain desired
to join the other nations in the sea otter trade. The royal exchequer
shipped ten cases of copper sheets to exchange for sea otter pelts.
Sinc~ copper, abalone shells, and muskets were the only major
items in demand, Eliza was to concentrate on the first two. Finally,
Revillagigedo wanted accurate accounts kept on every aspect of
this trade. 29
Eliza arrived to find Yucuat empty of both foreign vessels and
the Nootka summer village. There was a large wooden palisade
attached to the beach for fish trapping, but no human habitation. 30
The Indians whom they did contact were cautious and manifested
great fear of firearms. They seldom boarded the ships and according to their own admission, they moved their village site to avoid
Martinez. Chief Maquinna, not satisfied with these steps, had
moved to Clayoquot Sound where he had taken up residence with
Chief Wickananish. Ensign Manuel Quimper of Eliza's party
visited both chiefs on his way to explore"]uan de Fuca Strait. He
informed Maquinna that Martinez was no longer commandant
and that the chief would be welcomed at Yucuat. Maquinna
doublechecked this information with members of Quimper's crew
and then asked for a sail for his canoe so that he could visit Eliza~ 31
Eliza had devoted relatively little time at first to the Indians or
to collecting information on their culture. He was more concerned
with dispatching voyages of exploration, setting up cannon in the
small fort, and overseeing the preparation of housing, kitchens,
ovens, and storage facilities before winter struck. Heavy rainfall
slowed progress and caused unexpectedly high levels of illness in
the garrison. 32 When Eliza's dispatches to Revillagigedo reflected
this sort of concern rather than an active interest in Indians, the
viCeroy grew impatient. He wanted to know whether the indigenous population was friendly or unfriendly, if gifts had been offered to attract them and to instill love for Spain, and if the
atmosphere was ripe for spreading the gospeP3
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Maquinna was wise to let matters settle at Nootka Sound before returning. Minor disputes with the Spaniards and some nasty
incidents continued to exacerbate friendly relations and to keep
nerves on edge; On one occasion, for example, several Indians,
who had gone to Yucuat to earn presents by ferryingSpaniards back
and forth from their ships to land, decided to kidnap a soldier who
had become overconfident about docile appearances. Lengthy negotiations and finally Clayoquot Indian intercession were needed
before his release could be obtained. 34 Ina more serious incident,
Indians from Hesquiat Harbor, never friendly toward the Spaniards, attempted to steal some water casks to obtain the iron hoops.
The soldiers and mariners opened fire, killing five and wounding
an undetermined number. 35
The Indians, especially Maquinna's tribe, feared the longcterm
consequences of the Spanish occupation of Nootka Sound, since
the intrusive settlement at Yucuat occupied the site of one of their
most important villages. Although Maquinna's people moved as
many as five times per year, Yucuat was certainly the best summer location on the sound. Besides providing good facilities for
housing and canoe launching, staying at Yucuat permitted several
different activities, including whaling in the open ocean, fishing,
hunting, and food gathering in and around the sheltered bays.
Even more important, Yucuat harbor was fine for fish traps, for
raking herring and small fish, and for finding enormous schools
of spawning sardines. 36 Naturally, one of Maquinna's major concerns was to regain control over this strategic and important site:
Eliza and other commandants soon discovered that the Indians
were preoccupied with learning when the Spaniards planned to
depart. 37 In June, 179 I, for example, Maquinna complained to
Lieutenant Ramon Saavedra that while his present village location
was the best after Yucuat, it was rather unhealthful and a poor
place for fishing and food gathering. He pointed to his body and
stated that this was the reason for his being so thin. Saavedra
thought' he saw an opening for spreading the gospel and invited
the Indians to move near the Spanish garrison. Maquinna refused
to do so, citing his fear that the soldiers would violate his women-
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although he did point out that he had no. complaint against the
officers. 38
Fortunately, Eliza was more positive about Indian culture than
some of his subordinates. While he subscribed to the general belief
in cannibalism and purchased children who were offered for sale,
he introduced a freer relationship designed to end mutual misunderstandings. He did threaten the Indians with great violence
if they practiced human sacrifice, but then did everything possible
to attract them to the settlement. He gave gifts, often the copper
sheets intended for the fur trade, and invited the chiefs to dine
and even to stay at his house. They soon began to accept his offer
with uncomfortable frequency. Unlike Caamano and the friars,
Eliza was therefore confident that the conversion process was possible. On several occasions, he reported that it would be relatively
simple to reduce the Nootka Indians to law and religion. In 1792
he wrote,
if the establishment lasts for two years, few will
.
remain who have not converted to our religion."39
These more liberal attitudes did much to improve relations.
Tlupananul, the victim of earlier foraging expeditions, was quite
willing to exchange lumber for copper sheets. SeeIng the potential
of the market, he offered planks at the rate of forty for two heavy
copper sheets. Under this agreement,. the post rapidly took on a
more permanent appearance and Eliza built a fairly large two-story
residence for the commandant. On occasions, the Spaniards began
to visit Indian villages to purchase whale oil and red ochre needed
to paint the gun carriages and sides of the ship.40 Not to be left
out, Maquinna sold large numbers of children and began to senTe
as a mediator in cases of petty theft of knives and other objects.
His real opportunity to ingratiate himself came in October, 1790,
when a boat carrying the English fur trader Captain Thomas
Hudson and six men wrecked off Estevan Point with the loss of
all lives. Eliza gave Maquinna five sheets of copper for investigating the wreck and recovering correspondence or other objects. 41
.. Although generosity with copper sheets served to gain theaffections of the Indians, Viceroy Revillagigedo was not at all
pleased. Reading through the correspondence from Nootka Sound,
It •

••
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he was disturbed by the numerous occasions in which copper belonging to the exchequer was being wasted on gifts or purchases
of children rather than being used in the fur trade. The northern
expeditions and the Nootka base were expensive enough without
squandering copper. The viceroy wanted some profits to offset
expenditures. Instead of using government copper for gifts, he
ordered Eliza to utilize the old iron, trinkets, and baubles. 42
In reality, such criticisms reRected a good deal of naivete about
the situation on the Northwest Coast. Not only had the foreign
fur traders established certain standards of exchange, but also the
growing frequency of visits from Spanish and British ships exploring or seeking to settle the Nootka affair led the Indians to
expect increasingly better gifts. As early as 1790, Quimper had
reported from Clayoquot that as soon ashe arrived in port, the
Indians surrounded his vessel and demanded gifts. When none
came, they yelled pizac! at the Spaniards, meaning something akin
to "bad." Quimper gave in to their demands and cut up two copper
sheets, distributing small pieces which satisfied the Indians. 43
Whenever the Spaniards offered poor quality gifts, they were told
that the British, Americans, and others gave items of better quality.
Cooperation could not be expected without gifts of copper, abalone
shells, and blue cloth. At the Nootka establishment, essential food
supplies, planks, and thatching materials were unavailable without
catering to Indian desires. 44 Fortunately, Bodega y Quadra who
commanded northern operations understood the situation better
than Revillagigedo. He defended the commandants at Nootka
Sound and pointed out that cheap trinkets were not at all valued
by the Indians. 45
Even the demand for copper and abalone shells was rather
short-lived. Before long, the Indians asked for muskets and received· them from British and American traders. 46 Even as early
as 1789, American trader Joseph Ingraham reported that Callicum,
Wickananish, and several other chiefs possessed sufficient firearms
to give them military predominance over other tribes. Although
none but the chiefs was expert at marksmanship, they were eager
to obtain muskets and constantly in need of powder. 47 Maquinna
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had twenty muskets which he obtained from American traders. 48
Fortunately for the Spaniards as well as for other tribes, these
weapons were employed more for intimidation than for actUal
use in warfare. As Caamano reported, "... it is very rare to find
one who is bold enough to fire them and he who does so turns
his face to one side and closes his eyes."49 This situation was changing as more Indians were given the opportunity to purchase and
familiarize themselves with firearms. By 1792, Caamano found
that even the Indians of Bucareli Sound had a number of muskets
and two rather good bronze cannon. 50 Closer to the Nootka establishment, the Indians of the Queen Charlotte Islands possessed
muskets and at nearby Clayoquot Sound, Wickananish was able
to purchase two light artillery pieces with ten cartridges and a
quantity of balls. 51 Most of the weapons traded for furs were of
low quality. By 1794, for example, the barrels of almost all of the
muskets sold to Maquinna in 179 I had blown out. 52
Luckily for both sides, Maquinna, Wickananish, and· most
other chiefs found peace with the Europeans to be distinctly more
advantageous to their own interests than war. Between 179 I and
1793 particularly, most foreigners were anxious to ply the Indians
with gifts either to gain support in the Spanish-British diplomatic
controversy over Nootka Sound or to obtain sea otter pelts. Maquinna became adept at extracting every possible advantage and
in the process he became a consummate diplomat in his own right
-often outfoxing Spaniards, British, and Americans. The arrival
of the Malaspina Expedition in 179 I, the visits of the ethnologist
Jose Mariano Mozino, and the other exploratory and supply missions kept him busy collecting gifts and entertaining visitors. With
arrival of .the Vancouver Expedition and other foreign visitors to
Nootka Sound, he was much better off using diplomacy rather
than violence. During the lengthy negotiations over sovereignty
between Bodega y Quadra and Vancouver, the Spaniards did
everything possible to make Milquinna a celebrity and to welcome
him into their establishment. Bodega, during his tenure at Nootka
Sound in 1792, extended Eliza's open door· policy, giving attractive gifts such as a suit of tinplate armor to Maquinna and inviting

60

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW LII: 1 1977

Chief Maquinna and his wife. Drawing by Cardero, courtesy of the Museo
de America.
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the chiefs to his table. Although Bodega described this treatment
as "a system of humanity innate to my nature,"53 he naturally
was very anxious to have Indian support in the Spanish case for
sovereignty.
Regardless of motivations, there were two important results of
Spanish policy. First, by 1 792 there was sufficient information and
depth of knowledge on the part of the experienced Nootka hands
such as Eliza, Saavedra, and Caamano to help the scientists arrive
at more perceptive results from· their examinations of Indian
culture. Moreover, the language barrier was falling as Spaniards
learned the Indian language and some Indians became conversant
in Spanish. Without these foundations, the Malaspina visit and
even more the work of Jose Mariano Mozino would not have been
possible. Secondly, through the active cooperation of Maquinna,
the Spaniards amazed foreign visitors with a show of reciproc-al
friendship with the Indians. Vancouver remarked,
I could not help observing with a mixture of surprise and pleasure,
how much the Spaniards had succeeded in gaining the good opinion
and confidence of these people; together with the very orderly behavior, so conspicuously evident in their conduct towards the Spaniards on all occasions. 54
.

Even Ingraham was amazed at the apparent transformation of the
chiefs from treacherous barbarians into the most polite and civilized
of gentlemen. He commented, "I verily believe that if the Spaniards had the tuition of these individuals but for a few years longer
they would be quite civilized."55
For Maquinna, there was more to diplomacy than mere gifts
or access to the commandant's table. His own purpose was to maintain his superiority within Nootka Sound and if possible to play
a middleman's role in trade with neighboring tribes. Even in 1790,
he attempted to prevent Quimper from sailing into Juan de Fuca
Strait, arguing that the Indians there were evil and had killed two
foreign captains. Supported by Wickananish, he proposed that
Quimper return to his own country to bring back cargoes of copper
and abalone shells for trade at Nootka and Clayoquot Sounds. 56
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Often, Maquinna displayed his special relationship with the Spaniards. On one occasion, two visiting chiefs were taken to the Spanish post where they were given a glass of brandy. When the
commandant, Lieutenant Ramon Saavedra, was about to give
each man ten abalone shells, Maquinna and Tlupananul whispered that two would be quite enough. Saavedra was certain that
Maquinna did not want to damage his own commercial predominance. He knew that the two chiefs had come to trade sea otter
furs for copper and shells. During the entertainment, Maquinna
made a great show of his affections,-often saying "te quiero"
and making other expressions of familiarity and friendship.
This pleased Saavedra who played along with Maquinna's political ploys.57
Despite improved relations, violence was always close to the
surface. Perhaps the worst atrocity committed by the Spaniards
occurred at Puerto de Nunez Gaona (Neah Bay) in Juan de Fuca
Strait. There, in May 1792, Salvador Fidalgo began to establish
a second Spanish post-one which could have become important
if Vancouver accepted an English-Spanish boundary at the strait.
Fidalgo's pilot, Antonio Serantes, breaking orders to stay within
musket range of the post, accompanied an Indian on a hunting
foray. Serantes was murdered and, in a rage, Fidalgo ordered his
artillerymen to open fire on the first two canoes that happened to
come within range. The cannister shot had a devastating effect,
killing all of the Indians except for two children. 58 Bodega condemned this action which he called a "cruel and regrettable incident." Pained though he was by the news of Serantes's murder,
he stated: "When the assassin was unknown, it does not seem to
me to have been necessary to take vengeance upon those who
perhaps were innocent."59 He ordered Fidalgo to avoid further
bloodshed. News of this incident reached the imperial cabinet
where both the Conde de Aranda and the Duque de Alcudia
condemned Fidalgo's behavior. Aranda believed that Bodega
should have taken more vigorous action to punish Fidalgo. Well
aware of the potential propaganda dangers of such incidents, even
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King Charles IV reviewed the matter and supported the findings
of his ministers. 60
Following the settlement of the Nootka Sound Controversy
with the English, the Spanish presence at Yucuat was temporary
until the final exchange and withdrawal could be accomplished.
During 1794 and part of 1795, the excitement of ships arriving
and of scientists observing Indian society came to an end. There
were still numerous reports of violence between fur tr.aders and
Indians up and down the coast, but the Spaniards lacked any
effective police power. Ram6n Saavedra, commandant during
much of the period from 1793 to 1795, spent most of his time
looking after minor matters connected with the garrison. The
winter of 1793-1794 was exceptionally harsh and some of the
Indian villages ran out of food. Tlupananul's village was reduced
to eating roots and Saavedra ordered that they should be provided
with a kettle of cooked beans daily. Maquinna's village I was not
as badly off, but reports from Estevan Point indicated that eighty
men and women there had perished from starvation. Fortunately
for Tlupananul, a whale washed ashore just when things appeared
bleakest. Saavedra recorded that this took place afterthe chief had
come to ask Padre Luera to say aMass to bring fish as soon as
possible.61
The long~hoped-for move of Maquinna to Yucuat finally took
place in March of 1794- At first he simply requested permission
to erect his house until good weather permitted him to move elsewhere. Saavedra offered no objections, making sure that the
Indians located their temporary dwellings to one side of the
establishment within range of the cannon. The Spaniards were
surprised when Maquinna's brother Quatlazape and other subordinate chiefs joined the settlement. Later, Saavedra learned
that the reason was a rumor that Wickananish was preparing an
attack to kill· Maquinna. Apparently the dispute originated
with a: daughter of Wickananish who was to marry into
Maquinna's tribe. Concerned about his powerful adversary,
Maquinna asked whether Spain would seek revenge should he be
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killed. Saavedra replied in the affirmative, noting that the Spanish
sovereign and all Spain loved him. Finally, Wickananish sent an
envoy with six sea otter skins as a sign of friendship. The·trouble,
it turned out, originated with rumors spread by the Hesquiat
Indians. Almost immediately, Maquinna and his people moved
away from the protection of the Spanish garrison,62 After one
more difficult winter during which even the Indians confessed
that they had never seen such storms, the Spaniards prepared for
their final departure. Kept at maximum vigilance even during the
long winter months and forbidden permission to stray beyond the
harbor mouth, life for the soldados was deadly boring as well as
miserable. Finally, on March 15,. 1795, the warship Activo
anchored with Brigadier Jose Manuel de Alava, who would serve
as Spain's representative, and Lieutenant Thomas Pearce, the
British commissioner, both concerned with the restitution of lands
supposed to have once belonged to the English trader John Meares.
As soon as Alava landed, the process of embarking the artillery,
destroying the fortifications, and tearing down the buildings got
underway. While historians always have credited the Indians for
razing the buildings, it was actually the Spaniards who totally
demolished their own settlement. 63 Pearce attempted to halt the
destruction, but to no avail. Finally at 9:00 a,m. on March 27,
1795, Alava, Pearce, and the Spanish officers and chaplains went
to the little bay where early fur trader John Meares claimed to own
land. The declaration and coun.ter-declaration were read and the
British flag was raised in recognition of possession. After a short
while, the British flag was struck and Alava ordered the pole torn
down. Having completed the ceremony, both Alava and Pearce
went to pay final respects to the three principal chiefs of Nootka
Sound. Gifts of copper and cloth were given and Alava presented
each chief with a silver medal which had been dedicated to the
King's service by the Consulado of Mexico. Since Pearce brought
no gifts, Alava graciou,sly permitted him to present some of the
copper and cloth. 64 Even before the Spanish vessels left Yucuat
Harbor, Maquinna's people had set to work to raise their own
summer village.
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While the Spaniards failed to maintain their position on the
Northwest Coast, they had not created a new Black Legend either.
Perhaps by failing to create a mission to spread the gospel; they
saved themselves a great deal of trouble when they were forced to
back _down before Britain on the diplomatic front. It is difficult to
say what might have occurred if Spain has planted a vigorous
mission-presidio with numerous neophytes to defend against the
Protestant incursion. As it was, the Spanish withdrawal was
relatively painless. Generally speaking, the Spaniards had kept
the spirit of humanity and scientific achievement in full view and
they shared little of the blame for the devastating violence com"
mitted by the nationals of other fur trading nations against the
Indians. Unlike their sixteenth century predecessors, the late
eighteenth century Spaniards were witnesses to events, but seldom
the prime movers of them.
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THE NEw MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW is among the 265 selected
periodicals whose reviews of books from or about Hispanic America are
being indexed in the first volumes of a new annual research and reference
tool. It is edited by Antonio Matos, library director, Catholic University of
Puerto Rico. The new publication is Guide to Reviews from and about
Hispanic America (Guia a las resenas de libros de y sobre Hispanoamerica). The Guide includes complete bibliographic citations as well as
50-150 word summaries of the reviews cited, using the language in which
the review is written. About 2,600 reviews are cited in each annual
volume. Volumes covering 1972 and 1973 have already been published,
and others are in preparation. The Guide is published by Blaine EthridgeBooks, 13977 Penrod Street, Detroit, MI 48223, at $45.00 per volume.
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO and the NMHR wish to
remind members of the Society that subscriptions to the Review are available to them at the reduced rate of $4.50 per year. Subscriptions should be
purchased through the SOCiety's offices. Subscriber-members who receive
renewal notices from the Review should regard them as advisories only,
and should renew as before through the Society's auspices.
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THE

ARMy AND THE NAVAJO:

THE BOSQUE REDONDO RESERVATION EXPERI-

1863-1868. By Gerald Thompson. Tucson: The University of
Arizona Press, 1976. Pp. xxi, 196. Illus., maps, notes, app., references,
index. $8.50..
MENT,

THIS IS a straightforward chronological account of the rise and fall of the
Bosque Redondo Navajo Reservation established on the banks of the
Pecos during the Civil War. It is a story familiar to most students of
western history. To. end raids on frontier settlements, General James H.
Carleton initiated a campaign against the Navajos in 1863. A scorchedearth military foray into Navajoland ultimately resulted in the surrender of
thousands of Navajos who were then relocated along the Pecos, far r~
moved from their ancestral homeland.
Carleton hoped to civilize the Indians on the reservation, teaching them
new habits of thought and new modes of living. His experiment encountered endless problems: crop destruction by insects and rainstorms,
disease of near-epidemic proportions, raids by Comanches, and conflict
with Mescalero Apaches who shared the same reservation. Amid charges
and countercharges of graft, incompetency, and escalating expenses,
Carleton transferred out of the territory and the Navajos returned to their
homeland.
The author's most important contribution to this story is the wealth of
detail used to document the administrative history of the· reservation.
ThompSon examines the quarrel between Carleton and Garrison over
subsistence contracts, for example, and this helps explain Carleton's
vindictiveness toward the latter officer, though-curiously-Garrison's extended "arrest" resulting from this quarrel goes unrecorded.
Thompson pictures Carleton as "a model Christian warrior," motivated
by forces of humanitarianism and engaged in a unique experiment to
transform Navajos into white men. Unlike Bailey who stresses the evils
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of the Bosque, calling it a concentration camp, this author stresses its
positive accomplishments-development of mutual trust between soldiers
and Indians, emergence of a new sense of tribal unity, and gradual
assimilation of Navajos into white culture. The author fails to develop the
political implications of the reservation, however; neither does he explore
in any depth Carleton's economic motives for removing Navajos and
Mescaleros from their homelands. It is unfortunate that more information
on Navajo women at the reservation was not presented. Either this
material is not available or Thompson unwittingly ignored its importance.
The work is well written and research has been extensive, though
apparently the Steck papers at the University of New Mexico were not
consulted. A few errors are present, but these are minimal: McCleave was
captain in the California volunteers, not the Regular Army (p. 77); Hart's
Mill was located in Texas, not east central New Mexico (p. 177). In short,
this is a good factual study of the Bosque Redondo Reservation, one which
can be useful to and enjoyed by professionals and students alike.
New Mexico State University

DARLIS A. MILLER

THE PEOPLES OF UTAH. Edited by Helen Z. Papanikolas. Salt Lake City:
Utah State Historical Society, 1976. Pp. viii, 499. Illus., index. $7.50'
THE COOPERATIVE enterprise of eighteen writers, this book is a "commemoration" of the various peoples-native Americans and immigrants-who
make up Utah's "cultural groups." Under the general editorship of Helen
Z. Papanikolas who has long been noted for her excellent work with the
history of Utah Greeks, Peoples of Utah is organized along group lines in
fourteen chapters that appear in chronological sequence. It is published as a
Bicentennial effort by the Utah State Historical Society.
Appropriately Utah's native Americans-the Navajos and the Utes;
Southern Paiutes, and Gosiutes-are presented in the first chapter. The
contributions of early immigrant groups are treated next, with successive
chapters devoted to the British, Blacks, Scandinavians, Jews, Continental
immigrants and the Chinese. The remaining chapters of the book trace the
twentieth century arrival and contributions of Canadians, Italians, Japanese, Yugoslavs, immigrants from the Middle East, Greeks, and finally
Utah's largest recent imrillgrant group,Spanish-speaking peoples. People
moving to Utah from various areas of the United States are not identified
as cultural groups nor dealt with as such.
.
In most cases the authors of the individual chapters are members of the
groups about which they have written. In the exceptions to this rule,
authors have interests in ethnic or immigrant studies of long standing.
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Chapters are descriptive in character and one finds little by way of interpretation in the individual chapters, although the overall interpretive point
of the book that cultural groups have not OIily been diverse but of great
importance in Utah's development is both apparent and significant. There
is some variety in the length and the effectiveness of chapters. Two chapters
to which Mrs. Papanikolas contributes ("Japanese Life in Utah" and "The
Exiled Greeks") are among those most effectively treated as is William
Mulder's chapter on Scandinavians, Frederick Buchanan's treatment of
the British, and Jack Goodman's presentation of the Jews. Not surprisingly
but nevertheless disappointingly, three of these five chapters (those dealing
with the Greeks, British and Scandinavians) comprise stories well developed elsewhere in Utah's historiography, while several of the weaker
essays are at best only sketchily treated elsewhere. Representing initial
efforts, several of the latter point to mounting interest in the full spectrum
of Utah's social history and promise an expanding, more balanced treatment
as scholarship advances in those areas.
The photographic essays which accompany each chapter are outstanding.
Including many photos not previously published, these provide a visual
experience in the state's broader social history. Their general excellence
represents a benchmark from which the individual authors, Mrs. Papanikolas and the Utah Historical Society may all take satisfaction. All of the
chapters are fully documented. Footnotes cite a wide variety -of oral and
primary as well as secondary sources. Happily they appear at the bottom of
each page: With such assets to recommend the book, it is somewhat disappointing that there is no bibliography. Particularly for those chapters
that represent a breakthrough in Utah's social history, the lack of an
annotated bibliography is disappointing. Maps charting the areas of concentration for the various groups also would have been useful to readers
not well acquainted with Utah's geography.
In summary The Peoples of Utah is a solid achievement for the Bicentennial Year and a significant contribution to the history of one western
state.

Utah State University

WITH

SANTA ANNA IN TEXAS:

CHARLES

A

S.

PETERSON

PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF THE REVOLU-

By,Jose Enrique de la Pena. Trans. and ed. by Carmen Perry.
College Station: Texas A&M Press, 1975. Pp. xxx, 202. Illus., notes,
index. $10.00.
TION.

ON OCCASION, usually when least expected, some minor historical gem
appears. Santa Anna in Texas falls into that category. Ably translated and
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edited by Carmen Perry, this small book is the diary of Jose Enrique de la
Pena, a captain in the Mexican army sent north to put down the rebellion
in Texas in 1836. It first appeared in Mexico in 1955 in a collection of
manuscripts edited by Jose Sanchez Garza with the title La Rebeli6n de
Texas. However, the Sanchez Garza edition deleted parts of the diary and
corrected words and sentences in order to make reading less difficult;
Perry's edition is an exact translation of the diary as originally written by
de la Pena.
A native of Jalisco, de la Pena joined the Mexican navy in 1825, after
completing a degree in mining engineering. At the early age of nineteen he
published in El Sol, a Mexico City newspaper, a collection of articles
critical of David Porter, a native of Boston and former commodore in the
U.S. Navy named admiral of the Mexican navy at the recommendation of
Joel R. Poinsett, then United States minister to Mexico. His criticism
ignored by Mexican authorities, de la Pena resigned his naval commission,
but time proved him right. Soon after, he entered the Mexican army,
apparently unwilling to give up his career in arms, and later participated
in the battle against the Spaniards at Tampico in 1829 where he won an
award for valor. He wrote his account of the Texas campaign with the
same valor that led him to criticize his superior in the Mexican navy and
distinguish himself in the battle at Tampico.
The account of the Texas episode is divided into two parts. In the diary,
which de la Pena often wrote on horseback, are recorded the events of the
day. Here he describes difficulties with weather, the plight of the oxen
that pull the supply wagons on long marches, the untrained character of
much of the Mexican soldiery, and the incompetence of many officers. As
he recorded daily events, de la Pena also made notes to himself of things
he wished to write about at greater length; later he incorporated this
material into his account, but took care to keep it separate from the events
of the diary. While objective in his reporting and often critical of his
cohorts, de la Pena wrote with the eyes and ears of a loyal Mexican officer.
He gives a Mexican account of the Texas campaign and this, ultimately;
is the strength of the document.
To American readers, as the blurb on the dust jacket indicates, the
highspots in the diary may be de la Pena's account of two controversial
episodes. Davy Crockett and six companions, he says, did not perish in the
attack on the Alamo, but after their capture when General Antonio L6pez
de Santa Anna, the commander of the Mexican forces, had them shot.
Of equal surprise is de la Pena's claim that Santa Anna ordered the final
assault on the Alamo after he learned that its last defenders planned to
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surrender or Bee; had this happened, believes de la Pena, Santa Anna
would have lost his chance at glory..
Whether these claims have validity, only time and additional documentation will tell. However, the value of the diary as a historical document is
self-evident. And, because of de la Pena's insights and writing style, which
Carmen Perry captures in her translation, it is a magnificent and intriguing
narrative to read. .
.
University

of California,

San Diego

RAMON EDUARDO RUIZ

THE PLAINS APACHE. By John Upton Terrell. New York: Thomas Y.
Crowell Company, 1975. Pp. xii, 244. Maps, notes, bibliog., index.
$7·95·
IN HIS "Author's Note" Mr. Terrell states that "This narrative represents a
conscientious effort to portray the Plains Apache as they appeared and as
they lived and, died in their traditional homeland, the High Plains. . . :'
The book is apparently inspired by George E. Hyde's Indians of the High
Plains (Oklahoma, 1959), which concerns "Plains Apaches" more than any
other people. Since the footnotes are few and incomplete-only one cites
page numbers-Terrell's statements must be accepted on faith. Several
scholarly works that should have been cons.ulted, such as Albert H:
Schroeder and Dan S. Matson, A Colony on the Move: Gaspar Castano de
Sosa's Journal, 159°-1591 (School· of American Research, 1965) and
Dolores A. Gunnerson, The Jicarilla Apaches: A Study in Survival
(Northern Illinois University Press, 1974), are not listed in the bibliography.
. There are, moreover, a number of positive statements which m:ust be
challenged, ·and which undermine one's confidence in the book as a
whole. Some of them are not even germane to the subject.
According to linguists, for example, it is not true that the Kiowa
language "sprang from two distinct linguistic stocks, the Tanoan and the
Shoshonean . . ." (p. 24). It was a distinct language. Concerning the
Kiowas' tradition of an alliance with the Crows, the author states (p. 25),
"That cannot be correct." But the Kiowas borrowed the Kado, Medicine
or Sun Dance, from the Crows, and they made long journeys to trade with
them even after they had migrated to the southern plains. The author also
asserts that the so-called Kiowa Apaches were closely related to the
Jicarillas and Lipans. The Handbook of American Indians North of
Mexico, edited by Frederick W. Hodge (BAEBulletin 30), says, with
regard to the Kiowa Apaches, "They seem never to have been connected
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with the southern division." Gunnerson concluded from linguistic evidence
(p. 153) "that the Kiowa Apaches have been geographically and politically
more remote from the Jicarillas than have the Lipans, and for a longer
time." The relationship of the Kiowa Apaches to the Kiowas was not (p. ,26)
"incomparably unique." The Athapascan Sarsi had a somewhat similar
relationship to the Blackfeet, and the Sumas, Janos, and others were
closely associated with Apache bands of northern Mexico in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries (see Jack D. Forbes, "The Janos, Jocomes,
Mansos and Sumas Indians," New Mexico Historical Review, 32 [October
1957]: 3 19"34)'
Discussing the spread of Spanish horses across the plains, the author
asserts (p. 46) that "instinctively, like the buffalo, the horse migrated,
following the grass and the seasons." Poetic but untrue. It is well known
that in open country horses, tame or wild, instinctively remain on the range
where they were born. It was because of this characteristic that mustangers
could run them down by riding in relays. When first pursued a wild herd
might run sixty miles before turning back, but other riders could wait,
confident that it would return.
Part Two, "The Inde," discusses the physical appearance and culture
traits of the "Plains Apache" (Plains Athapascans would be more accurate)
taken, according to the footnotes, from accounts of the Coronado expedition
and from Charles F. Lummis, Land of Poco Tiempo, which deals with the
Apaches of the deserts and mountains of southern Arizona and New
Mexico, far from the Plains. The Handbook of American Indians states,
under "Athapascan," "The tendency of members of this family to adopt
the culture of neighboring peoples is so marked that it is difficult to determine and describe any distinctive Athapascan culture, or, indeed, to say
whether such a culture ever existed."
"The Pueblos, an enslaved people . . ." (p. 124), is another example
of inaccuracy. The Pueblos were not enslaved (some even owned slaves)
however oppressive Spanish rule may have been.
It is regrettable that unnecessary errors such as the above were allowed
to destroy the credibility of what might otherwise have been a respectable

book.
Texas Christian University

DONALD E. WORCESTER

RED MEN AND HAT WEARERS: VIEWPOINTS IN INDIAN HISTORY. Edited
by Daniel Tyler. Boulder: Pruett Publishing Company, 1976. Pp. iv,
17I. lIlus., index. $5.95.
RED MEN AND HAT WEARERS is a collection of eight papers and a summary
critique from a 1974 conference on Indian history held at Colorado State
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University. The volume is divided into two parts: "Non-Indian Views of
Indian-White Contact" and "The Indian Response." Daniel Tyler of
Colorado State University edited the book.
Well over two-thirds of Red Men and Hat Wearers is devoted to papers
by non-Indian scholars John C. Ewers, David Miller, Donald J. Berthrong,
Robert 1. Munkres, Joseph H. Cash and W. David Baird. These perspectives focus almost exclusively on the Native Americans of the High Plains
and "the White intrusion thereon" during the nineteenth century. The
six papers are arranged chronologically and treat, in pairs, Indian and
White perspectives during the early, middle and reservation periods. In
this order, Ewers, Berthrong and Cash summarize Indian viewspoints, while
Miller, Munkres and Baird examine White attitudes and images.
For the most part, as they freely admit, the contributors cover familiar
territory and make tentative generalizations. Readers acquainted with this
era will find little new and nothing startling. While the papers generally
are well written and well conceived, they serve primarily-to borrow Baird's
use of Sam Johnson-to remind us rather than instruct us.
Tyler indicates the conference "gave more time to the Indian speakers,
who not only critiqued the formal papers, but also discussed in some detail
the Indian view on a number of related subjects." What remains a mystery
is the limited space afforded these perspectives. In five pages, Tyler attempts
to summarize the views of Dave Warren, Ruth Roessel, Allen Slickpoo, Jim
Jefferson, Shirley Hill Witt and others. It would have been far better to let
these people speak for themselves. The remainder of this ephemeral section
is allotted to an article on Indian humor by R. David Edmunds and an
exhortation by Vine Deloria, Jr., to get the writing of Indian history beyond
the great battles from 1862 to 1890 and into the twentieth century.
Deloria's plea is not only an ironic footnote to the organization and
emphasis of Red Men and Hat Wearers, but a timely ~eminder to all of
us engaged in the field of Indian history. Historians, in Deloria's words,
tend toward Ita teeth-gnashing determination to concentrate on familiar
topics." Most of these topics fall with stunning regularity on the other side
of that continental divide of Western history: 1890' The twentieth century
soon will be over; the writing of twentieth century Indian history is just
beginning.

University of Wyoming

PETER IVERSON

THE RAWHIDE YEARS: A HISTORY OF THE CATTLEMEN AND THE CATTLE
COUNTRY. By Glenn R. Veinam. Garden City: Doubleday & Company,
Inc., 1976. Pp. xii, 227. Illus., index; $7.95.
THIS SMALL BOOK is not bad but I do not really know why the publisher
chose to bring it out in this edition. It would be a more likely seller in
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paperback at the newsstand. It is a rehash of many things about the West
that have been said very well by a number of authors over many years.
There are some good stories told about cowboys and the West-many of
which may be classified as folklore-but few that have not been told before.
Coverage on cattle and horses is pretty good but it certainly adds nothing to
Dobie's earlier work and, in fact, a great deal of it is drawn from Dobie.
There is material on the Pony Express and other notable rides and riders,
none of which has much to do with cowboys, and there are discussions
concerning cattle towns and the characters who inhabited them. In the
latter category there are some errors in fact and some dubious statements.
Joseph G. McCoy sent not Jesse Chisholm but a man named Sugg south to
contact Texas drovers and Dodge City became a cattle market in 1875, not
in 1873. And, if both the terms "red light district" and "boot hill" originated
in Dodge that is news to a lot of people.
There is interesting information on saddles and accoutrements but there
are good things already in print on these subjects, including a book by the
same author. There are redundancies as Vernam goes back and forth
between geographical settings, ethnic backgrounds, and the other kinds of
things that affected the development of the American range cattle industry.
Vernam overdraws a number of generalizations and probably makes too
much of the "nobility" of the cowboy and his employers. Not all Westerners
were 'good guys" (Vernam even contradicts himself a couple of times)
anymore than all Eastern capitalists in the cow business were merely
interested in a fast buck or a land-grabbing scheme. I suppose some
Western prostitutes did really have hearts of gold but not Rowdy Kate.
Dora Hand's Dodge City funeral was big because she was a popular
actress, not because she grubstaked cowboys. (She may have offered other
services in Dodge City, but for pay.)
The author apparently has worked as a cowhand and a saddlemaker
which gives him some valuable personal background but it has to be mostly
twentieth century experience, even though his contacts at times could have
been with people intimately connected with the late nineteenth century.
The dust jacket points out that he was "only seven months when his
family moved from Kansas to Nebraska by covered wagon"-whatever that
proves.
Lastly, no matter how much an individual knows about his own West he
cannot write "a history of the cattlemen and the cattle country" without
including in his bibliography the basic works by people such as Joe Frantz,
E. E. Dale, Robert Dykstra, Wayne Gard, Everett Dick, Lewis Atherton,
Nyle Miller, Joseph Snell and, certainly, Joseph G. McCoy.

BOOK REVIEWS

81

Vernam's book can be read easily and with some pleasure but it adds
little to the historical literature of the American West.
Kansas State Historical Society

ROBERT W. RICHMOND

ALEXANDER BARCLAY: MOUNTAIN MAN. By George P. Hammond. Denver:
Old West Publishing Company, 1976. Pp. xiv, 246. Illus., notes, app.,
index.
UNTIL NOW Alexander Barclay has been an obscure figure in Western
history. The few who know his name associate him with Barclay's Fort, a
trading post he built in 1848 at the junction of the Mountain and Cimarron
branches of the Santa Fe Trail not far from Las Vegas, New Mexico.
Indeed, it is some measure of Barclay's obscurity that no biography of him
appeared in LeRoy Hafen's monumental ten volume series, The Mountain
Men (1965-1972).
At first glance, then, it may seem surprising that George Hammond
could locate enough information to produce this book-length biography.
But Hammond has had an extraordinary advantage and opportunity. Barclay's private papers and diary have been cached at the Bancroft Library
for Hammond's exclusive use and remained closed to other scholars until
the publication of this volume. Many of us, then, have looked forward to
the completion of Hammond's editing of the papers, hoping not only to
learn more about Barclay, but to see what information Barclay might provide about the extraordinary people and places he knew.
Born in London in 1810, Alexander Barclay left home for Canada at age
twenty-three to try his hand at homesteading. Three years later he saw
greater opportunity in St. Louis and moved there. After two years of
clerking, the footloose Barclay left St. Louis for a position as chief factor at
Bent's Fort on the Arkansas. Four years at Bent's Fort served as a kind of
apprenticeship for Barclay to learn about the Indian trade. By 1842 he felt
ready to launch into business as an independent trader. His timing, however, was bad. The market for beaver fur had declined and the era of the
Mountain Man was drawing to a close. Barclay survived by farming and
trading buffalo robes. The eve of war with Mexico found him settled with
other derelicts of the fur trade in the makeshift community of Hardscrabble
on the Mexican side of the Arkansas. When the United States seized New
Mexico in 1846 Barclay characteristically abandoned his home for opportunity elsewhere, this time buying real estate at the strategic site on the
Santa Fe Trail where he would build his fort. Fortune still eluded Barclay,
and he hoped to reverse his luck by selling his fort to the U.S. government.
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Instead, in 1851 the Anny built Fort Union seven miles away. Barclay's
last big gamble had failed. The next years brought a series of setbacks,
accompanied by declining health. He died in 1855.
This outline of Barclay's life emerges in large part from letters which he
sent to his brother and sister in London. The letters reveal Barclay to be
well educated and sensitive, and they make fine reading despite a pretentious writing style that even his brother criticized. Barclay could be
philosophical ("the rustling of Autumn's fresh strewn leaves reminded me
on the decay of nature, how brief, how unsubstantial our season of life,"
p. 15), and romantic ("I am afloat on the sea of fortune and shall start with
the first favorable breeze, with my usual disregard of the whereabouts of
my destination," p. 35). These letters will disappoint some historians, however. They tell a good deal about Barclay, but as Hammond notes, Barclay
failed to provide "the kind of powerful description of his environment, of
his daily life, and of the traders and trappers and Indians everywhere about
him that only an educated man such as he could have penned so well,"
(p.28).
Some historians will also be disappointed by Hammond's editing of
Barclay's diary, which covers the years from 1845 to 1850 and contains the
kind of mundane details that delight many social historians. But Hammond
chose not to publish Barclay's letters in their entirety. Instead, he has
woven extensive quotations from the letters into a narrative biography and
has omitted portions of the letters that seemed unimportant or repetitous.
Most scholars, then, will want to consult the manuscripts at the Bancroft
Library. Many readers, however, will applaud Hammond's decision. He
surmounted severe organizational problems to present Barclay's life in
sensible, topical chapters, and his narrative illuminates Barclay's often
vague letters and transfonns them into an appealing, readable adventure
story.
This is a big, beautiful book of the sort that one expects from Fred
Rosenstock. Among the illustrations is a surprise: three watercolors
painted by Barclay himself and apparently never before reproduced. These
are a portrait of his New Mexican mistress, Teresita Suaso, a view of
buffalo and another of his fort.

Southern Methodist University

DAVID

J. WEBER

THE WALTER PREscorr WEBB MEMORIAL LECTURES: ESSAYS ON WALTER
PREscorr WEBB. By Joe B. Frantz, W. Turrentine Jackson, W. Eugene
Hollon, George Wolfskill, and Walter Rundell, Jr. Austin: University
of Texas Press,1976. Pp. xxii, 123. Notes. $7'95.
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A STRANGE thing happened on the way to the publishers in 1975: authors
came bearing manuscripts about Walter Prescott Webb in such number
that three books appeared the following year on this most famous of Texangrown historians. The planners of the annual Walter Prescott Webb Memorial Lectures at the University of Texas at Arlington chose the tenth anniversary of the series to have four speakers concentrate on the man for
whom the program is named. To these speeches the editors added a paper
by Walter Rundell, Jr., winner of the first Webb-Smith Award for the best
study on the subject of the year's lectures, and an introduction by Ray Allen
Billington, to produce Essays on Walter Prescott Webb.
Two of the essays, those by Joe B. Frantz and Rundell, are biographical.
Frantz, who knew Webb better than any historian living today, examines
the background that gave rise to Divided We Stand (1936), a political and
economic tract in which the noted scholar attempted to demonstrate how
the South and West were being exploited by the North. Born of southern
stock, reared in a marginally successful agricultural area, educated largely
in Texas, and married to a deeply committed daughter of Dixie, Webb was
a product of his cultural and environmental heredity, and through Divided
We Stand .became an evangelist for his region.
Rundell concentrates on a short but not particularly happy period of his
biographee's life, the public school teaching years. Financial stress, the
dullness of small-town life, and the distance of his sweetheart contributed to
Webb~sdifficulties in those years. 'They were important years though; durring that period he developed an interest in folklore, gave several papers,
and published an article. On the basis of his achievements, the University
of Texas called him back to Austin in 1918 to join the department of
history.
W. Turrentine Jackson explores similarities and differences in the
manner that Australians and Americans handled native populations, used
labor, mined resources, developed land policy, and applied agricultural
methods in advancing the frontiers in their respective nations. He also
presents an excellent bibliographical note on some of the more important
works dealing with the comparison of frontiers.
Using Webb's Great Plains as a starting point, W. Eugene Hollon takes
a look at the West in the 1970s, concentrating on the region's aridity. Hollon fretsahout the present and the future of the area due to the shortage of
water, the growth of population, and the planned industrial and mining
development of that desert-like land; but like Webb, he believes that
ultimately man will accept the West as it is and will adjust himself to the
reality of its lack of water.
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In an application of Webb's Great Frontier thesis to the 6.eld of international. law, George ·Wolfskill maintains that that legal arrangement
developed with Western man's drive for economic and social freedom
growing out of the expansion of trade and commerce follOwing the age of
discovery. With the boom conditions created by the great frontier having
long ended, with the influence of capitalists diminished, and with totalitarianism a force to be feared, the unifying spirit of international law is not
nearly so forceful as before. Some new arrangement must be brought about
to supplant it, and Wolfskill makes a call for men to cooperate now, while
there is still time for a new plan.
Although not the last word on Webb, this volume and the other two
recent publications on him have probably preempted the subject of this
Texan, at least for awhile.

University

of Texas at Austin

L. TUFFLY ELLIS

ESSAYS ON THE AMERICAN WEST, 1974-1975. Edited by Thomas G. Alexander. Provo: Brigham Young University Press, 1976. Pp. vi, 147.
References. $4.95'.
THIS VOLUME, a gathering of essays from the Charles Redd Lectures at
Brigham Young University during academic year 1974-75', is the sixth in
the series of Charles Redd Monographs in Western History. Reflecting the
format of the lecture series, the essays span a broad range of topics and
draw from such diverse disciplines as history, sociology and literature. The
essays include a study of "The Western Experience of Henry Adams" by
Richard A. Bartlett, a characterization of Mormon poetess-prophetess
Eliza Snow by Maureen Ursenbach Beecher, an assessment of McCarthyism in the Utah-Wyoming-Idaho-Montana region by F. Ross Peterson, a treatise on "Social Accomodation in Utah" by sociologist Clark S.
Knowlton, a comparative frontier study of northern China and the West
by Paul V. Hyer, and a glimpse into the "Paradox of Mormon Folklore" by
an English professor, William A. Wilson.
Obviously, while "these essays deal with various aspects of Western
development" and address "the diversity of Western experience" (p. 3),
they focus heavily upon Mormonism and upon Utah. Three of the six
papers-those on Eliza Snow, social accommodation, and Mormon folkloreseem directed not only toward L.D.S. topics, but toward L.D.S. audiences
as well. Professor Hyer's study of Chinese and American frontiers, on the
other hand, is devoted primarily to Mongolia. Thus regional historians will
6.nd most valuable the essays by Professors Bartlett and Peterson. In his
interesting paper, Bartlett concludes that Henry Adams failed to join in
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the Tumerian shift of American historiography toward frontier themes
because of his own provincial and diletantish limitations. F. Ross Peterson's
description of "McCarthyism in the Mountains," focusing on selected
Senate races of I950-54, is well done and insightful.
This book, in sum, will prove most rewarding to students of Mormon
society and culture. Its focus is much more heavily Mormon than
'Western," and perhaps this emphasis should henceforth be noted in
selecting either subjects for the essays or titles for the volumes. In its
physical construction, finally, the book could stand improvement. It is well
bound, but its typed, narrowly spaced lines and ragged right margins detract
from its appearance.

Montana State University

MICHAEL P. MALONE

COLORADO: A HISTORY OF THE CENTENNIAL STATE. By Carl Abbott.
Boulder: Colorado Associated University Press, I976. Pp. viii, 324. Illus.,
maps, notes, app., bibliog., index. $9. 50-text, $I2.5o-tiade.
BOOK is one of several, single-volume histories of Colorado which
have appeared during the state's centennial year. Although written as a
beginning text, it seems designed for readers who seek a' deeper, more
interpretive knowledge of the state's' past. Professor Abbott covers standard
materials but focuses on selected aspects and themes as he departs from the
chronologically arranged dates, events, and names one usually associates
with an introductory work.
His main concerns lie with the land and how various people have
treated it. Thus, he describes the parts played by boosters during the
area's growth, and the conflicts between the several regional, cultural, and
socio-economic groups over the ground and its use. The author manages
to touch on all geographical sections, but dwells on the history along ~e
eastern slope between Fort Collins and Pueblo.
New Mexico residents will be interested in his treatment of southern
Colorado as a frontier of northern Mexico. This portion of Colorado history
usually receive~ short shrift in works of this nature; but Abbott spends most
of a chapter describing how the Hispanic culture of the area was disrupted
by the Anglo entry.
Readers will find that the sections dealing with industrial warfare,
attempts at municipal reform, and the early decades of the twentieth
century, generally, are nicely executed. Other segments of the book are
not as strong. His chapter devo~ed to· the growth of Denver since World
War II reads like a chamber of·commerce tract, since he lauds the new
skyline, but mentions nothing about the wanton destruction of the old
THIS
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downtown. His account of contemporary racial tension, while good, impressed this reviewer as being tacked on towards the end, almost as an
afterthought. It should have been included earlier in the book. Finally, he
lists Jerome B. Chaffee among those who sought to prevent actual violence
during Denver's City Half War in 1894. The senator died in 1886. Such
errors detract from a volume whose basic soundness is reinforced with a
good choice of maps, a new selection of pictures, and a few novel insights.
All of the positive features combine to form a slightly divergent account of
Colorado's background which should entertain as it enlightens its readers.
Colorado State University

LISTON E. LEYENDECKER

THE PLAINS INDIANS. By Francis Haines. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell
Company, 1976. Pp. x, 213. Maps, notes, bibliog., index. $8.95.
AFTER the last Ice Age, mammoths, giant sloths and large biSon inhabited
the region of the Great Plains. As the climate became drier, these animals
became extinct and the people who depended upon them for their food
wandered off to the woodlands. By 1200 A.D., the 750,000 square mile
area extending from Canada to Texas which comprises the Great Plains
was unpopulated by humans although it teemed with animals. Thirty
million buffalo, a smaller specie than the pre-historic animal, and small
game animals, antelope, deer, and elk made the Plains a hunter's paradise.
After 1200 A.D., hunters began to penetrate the Plains for meat and skins,
a prelude to the migration of Indian tribes. In 178o the Plains tribes
reached their peak population of 13°,000. This book traces the origins,
migrations and cultural developments to about 1855 of the Plains Indian
tribes, twenty-seven in total, who either lived on the Plains or immediately
adjacent to that region.
Traditions of the Pawnee, who were among the earliest of the historic
Plains Indians, make no mention of territorial conflicts with indigenous
people as the Pawnee moved on to the Plains. In settling along the e~tents
of the, Platte and South Platte valleys, the Pawnee encountered no'resistance but wars did break out as other newcomers settled into the sparsely
populated region. Under pressure from Apache, Sioux, Cheyenne and
Arapahoe, the Pawnee villages receded eastward until by the nineteenth
century they held onto the eastern portion of the Platte Valley. The Pawnee
in common with other Plains tribes in 1781 began to fall prey to the
diseases brought by white men. The first great epidemic of smallpox
decimated the strength of many Plains tribes. The impact, of course, fell
most heavily upon those tribes in closest proximity to whites not only in
1781 but later when both smallpox and cholera swept through the villages
of the Indians.
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At least eight separate languages were spoken by the Indian inhabitants
of the Plains. Regardless of language, all tribes shared in the distinctive
cultural institutions which contribute to the commonality of the culture
of the Plains region. The dependence of the Plains tribes upon the horse
and buffalo, the emphasis upon war and raids for vengeance or horses, the
dominance of the warrior societies and the general adoption of the Sun
Dance delineate the Plains peoples from those of the mountains or woodlands. Because of the brevity of The Plains Indians, the full complexity of
Indian society is not presented to the reader. Some of the author's general~
izations should be approached with caution. While the warrior societies,
for example, did control the hunts, act as tribal police and protect their
villages; they did not rule the tribes. Tribal chiefs, elder patriarchs, shamalls and priests all played important roles in tribal decisions in times of
war and peace.
The author frankly acknowledges his reliance upon the writings of
John R. Swanton, Robert H. Lowie and George H. Hyde. From those
scholars, Mr. Haines draws the bulk of his data and concepts. If there is
little new information in this volume why, should it have been written and
published?-Because Mr. Haines has presented a' much more readable
synthesis of scholarship than is currently available. For the intelligent lay
reader or student interested in acquiring an overview of the Indians of the
Plains before their culture disintegrated after the Civil War, this volume
is a fine place to begin.

Purdue University

DONALD J. BERTHRONG

PUEBLO: MOUNTAIN, VILLAGE, DANCE. By Vincent Scully. New York:
The Viking Press, 1972. Pp. Xviii, 398. Illus., maps, notes, index. $19.95.
OVER THE YEARS many people have written about the native peoples of the
American Southwest; the subject seems to draw all manner of writershistorians, anthropologists, philosophers, artists, Native Americans' alike.
Now we have a book by a well known art historian and architect, a professor at Yale, who attempts to relate holistically Pueblo religion and
architecture to the natural landscape in which these cultural features are
portrayed.
Let the reader not misunderstand at the outset. As Scully says in his
preface, the book "is intended neither as a complete history of Pueblo
buildings nor as a proper anthropological exploration of the mythology and
ceremonials . . . ." It is "primarily" about Pueblo architecture and dances.
Why? What is the functional cultural cohesiveness in this? Can these two
facets of Pueblo life (with a little Navaho and Apache thrown in) be
ripped from their cultural if not their natural context and really be under-
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stood? Scully proposes "only a general analysis of the form of the existing
pueblos . . . and of some of their dances . . . ." Why? Because he believes that "the contemporary pueblos can be best seen and valued in this
way and can, in fact, hardly be understood or sympathetically appreciated
otherwise." Poppycock! What about economics, grubbing in the fields with
a hoe, living in a trifurcated world with all sorts of Anglos and Spanish
Americans, sex, intimate personal relations, alcohol, and a host of other
activities, including their world view, that shape the lives of these oldest
inhabitants of the Southwest? Shouldn't they be considered to gain proper
understanding? Many before Scully have tried this partial, romanticized
approach and left us with but dim perceptions. When Scully writes that
the dances "call up apity and terror," not at all what Pueblo ceremonialism
is designed for, the author's unintended ethnocentrism is apparent. Scully
is out of his field, and fails to recognize it.
Nonetheless, this book may have appeal to some and probably should not
be dismissed because it is not so objective as this reviewer would prefer.
Scully divides his subject into seven chapters, the first relating to "men and
nature." Following that he discusses the northern Tiwa pueblos, the T ewa,
and the Rio Grande Keres towns. The southern Tiwa, the Towa, the
western Keres, and Zuni are lumped in one chapter. The Hopi of Arizona
are considered together with the Navajo in chapter six. Finally, with no
transitions or concluding remarks, he writes an epilogue about the puberty
ceremony of the Mescalero Apache.
All of this seems too disjointed, superficial, and romantic, a bit too
mystical. The "savage horns of power" "of the Truchas open directly on
the axis of San Juan's plaza." And in the same paragraph we are in Greece
comparing the T ewa to Aegean sites such as Knossos. And so it goes
throughout.
The maps are poorly drawn and the photographs, some of which are out
of focus, disturb the viewer by being bifurcated with broad vertical white
blank lines, an artistic touch, I suppose.
For the historian and anthropologist, as well as for other serious students
of the Southwest, there is little here of substance. However, a look at the
historic photographs contained herein might be worth a trip to the library
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