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Justice David Thomson, NM Supreme Court
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Introduction



Current Status



How many filings did 
NMCA receive last year? 



NM Court of  
Appeals Stats 

(FY22)

• Criminal Filings: 231
• Civil Filings: 286
• Discretionary: 61
• Domestic: 33
• Admin/WCA: 22
• Children’s Court: 6
• Rule 12-204 Detention: 34



NM Court of  
Appeals Stats 

(FY22)

• Rule 12-204: 34
• Summary Calendar: 302
• General Calendar: 267

• 71 formal opinions

• Disposition Rate (FY21): 103%
• Disposition Rate (FY22):  136%



How many filings did 
NMSC receive last year? 



NM Supreme 
Court 

Productivity

• Average number of  formal opinions 
over the last 10 yrs. (FY13-FY22): 44.3

• Average number of  formal opinions 
during the most recent 5 yrs.: 39.8

• Opinions filed in FY22: 40
• Average disposition rate over the last 

10 yrs.: 99.26%



NM Supreme 
Court 

Productivity

• Cert. petitions (May to July 2022): 107
• Rule 12-502 cert. petitions (2021): 252

• 57 Civil
• 185 Criminal
• 10 JV

• Rule 12-502 cert. petitions (Jan. 1 to 
Aug. 4, 2022): 168
• 55 Civil
• 109 Criminal
• 4 JV



Tell us about a project you are 
working on at the Supreme 

Court of  NM.  



NM Appellate 
Improvement Working Group



Are you working on any 
projects at the Court of  

Appeals of  NM?  



NM Appellate 
Pilot Project 



Tips for 
Beginners



What is the calendaring 
process? 



NMCA 
Calendaring 

Process



General 
Calendar





Summary 
Calendar





What percentages of  appeals are 
resolved on the general calendar at 

the NM Court of  Appeals? 



44%
of  appeals are resolved on the general calendar at Court of  Appeals.



50%
of  appeals are resolved on the summary calendar at Court of  Appeals.



What percentages of  petitions 
for a writ of  cert. are granted 
at the NM Supreme Court? 



11.9%
of  Rule 12-502 cert. petitions were granted at the NM Supreme Court in 2021.



23.8%
of  Rule 12-502 cert. petitions were granted at the NM 

Supreme Court from January 1 to August 4, 2022.



What percentages of  cases
are reversed by the 

NM Court of  Appeals?



22%
of  appeals were reversed at the NM Court of  Appeals (FY2021).



What percentages of  appeals 
are reversed by the NM 

Supreme Court? 



__
[The Supreme Court reviews two courts,

so this question cannot be easily answered.]



What are some tips for getting 
on the general calendar? 



General  Calendar 
Tips for getting on 
the general calendar

Facts

Issues 

Rules



What are some tips for getting 
a writ of  cert granted? 



Writ of  Cert.
Tips for getting a grant of  writ.

Oral argument

Opposition

Statement of  
Issues



The pilot project is 
focusing on docketing 

statements, why? 



Docketing 
Statements 

Understanding how it can
be useful or slow down
the appellate process.

Purpose Who 
Authors

Benefits/ 
Drawbacks



What advice do you have 
for lawyers wanting more 

appellate experience?



Appellate 
Experience

Gaining expertise in appellate 
processes as a new lawyer. 

Civil Criminal
Pro

Bono



Improving 
Access



Ideas for NM
Adapting the CJA Panel Process



Ideas for NM
Reform our Appellate Practice



Future 
Reforms 
to Our 

Appellate 
Practice

1. Appellate Practice Improvement 
Working Group

2. Summary Calendar and Pilot 
Project

3. More transparency in Cert 
Petition status

4. Appellate advocacy training and 
development



Future 
Reforms 
to Our 

Appellate 
Practice

5. Diversity Clerkship Program

6. Better means of  tracking 
appellate process

7. What trends should you be 
looking for?

8. What changes do you want to 
see?



Resources
Appellate Judges Education Institute

Appellate Decision-Making Course at UNM



Appellate Practice 
Institute  

September 9, 2022 
Appellate Practice Section 

of  the State Bar



November 2022

For more information 
and to register, visit

www.judges.org/aje2022

Appellate Judges 
Education Institute 

http://www.judges.org/aje2022


Appellate Decision-
Making course at UNM

Spring 2023
Community Members 
may enroll for a fee.



Questions?



Thank you!
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