
1970 AWARDS - - - - NEW MEXICO ARTS COMMISSION
"Awa rd of Excellence" for New Construction
Santa Fe Opera Theate r
McHugh and Kidder, Architects

"Award of Exce llence" in the field of Histo ric
Preservation.
Merle Clark, Chief Planner, State Planning Office

Upon presentation of this award, Mrs. Ernestine
Ev ans, Secretary of State, read the following state­
ment:

Tonig ht, the New Mexico Arts Commission
presents its award for "excellence in the field of
historic preservation."

This award is give n to Mr . Merle Clark, Chief
Planner of the New Mexico State Plann ing Office .

The most obvious reason for honoring Merle
Clark tonight is the New Mexico State Plan for
Historic Preservat ion, the first phase of which is
nearly complete and ready for the printer. Thi s
superb piece of work is second to none of its
kind which has bee n produced in this country.
More than to anyone else , its authorsh ip belongs
to Merle Clark.

The pub licat ion of this state plan represents
years of work and is based upon a number of sig ­
nificant earl ier ach ievements. Mr . Clark ha s had
a dominant part in the formulation, ref inement,
and final enactment into law of the Cultural
Properties Act of 1969, one of the most dis tin -

gu ished preservation laws so far ach ieved by any
of the United States. His, also , was the most vital
voice in the organ izat ion of the Cultura l Proper­
ties Review Committee, to which he has give n ded­
icated and inspi ring leadership.

Also, this award is appropriate because of an­
other kind of achievement. Merle Clark has given
the first real recognition and encouragement to a
number of pub lic ben efactors to whom the peo­
ple of New Mexico owe a great cultural debt.
Several of our most importa nt architectural mon ­
uments have been preserved intact by private citi ­
zens throughout many years of public unconcern.

Mrs . Frank Hill and Janaloo Hill at the town
of Shakespeare; Mrs . U. L. Clegg at the Mills
House in Spr inger; and Mr. and Mrs . K. E. Dea­
ton and Mrs . Betty Buck at the Da rsey Mansion in
Chico, N. M.; a nd others have given most of thei r
time, energy, and money to keeping intact these
irreplaceable cul tural documents. Through the of ­
ficial and unofficial activities of Merle Clark,
these prev iously unrecognized people owned by
bu ildings have at last some reason to believe that
the people of New Mexico may finally come to
know and apprec iate what they have done.
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WISDOM HATH NOT BUILDED

A HOUSE
WITH AP O L O G I E S A L L O V E R THE P LA CE
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To build or not to build, that is the question;
Whethe r it's smarter, after a ll, to live
W ith rent, a nd clauses in outrageous leases,
Or to take leave of this wh ole mess of problems
And by owni ng your own thi ng, end them?

To build, to rent no more,
And by this step to hope to end
The headaches and the thousand daily shocks
That go with rent ing; it's a combi nation
Devoutly to be wished. To build, to s leep,
To sleep in your own pad, perchance to d ream,
Ay, the re's the catch,
For in th at sleep of debt what nightma res come
Before we've shuffled off the mo rtgage bond
Will make us stop and think. Now there's the

problem
That we should live so long and work so ha rd

For who today can pay, even on time,
The legal fees, the contractor's low bid,
And stand the pangs of FHA delays,
The insole nce of wo rkmen, and. the spurn
That builders make of our req uests for changes.

And all th e time you know
That you could be your ow n cont ractor
And in a one-man office, do as well,
(Wi th a ba re bodkin just for cutt ing costs )
If you but had the time.

But who'd assa il the local bu ilding code
To grunt and sweat the current inte rest rate
J ust to add something real to your estate
When you could buy a cottage in Vermont
That undiscovered country from whose bourne
No commuter returns, and for excellent reasons !

Decision twixt the two puzzles the will
And makes us ra ther bea r th e bills we hav e
Than contract othe rs we know naught of .

Thus money doth make cowa rds of us a ll,
And the great scheme we had, in full color,
Is sickl ied o'er w ith a thick coa t of doubt
And enterprises of great pith and moment,
With this rega rd, wind up high on the shelf,
And lose the label " ac tive" . . . and never get bu ilt .

Oh wel l. Fair Oph e lia !
At three hourly dolla rs, f ringe ben ef its,
Fifty wo rds a minute, and a troc ious spelli ng,
Up from thy teen-age orisons, a nd take a letter!

Robert I-l. Mutru x, AlA
Wilton, Connecticut
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