from the ashes of disaster
arose a new theater

the SANTA FE OPERA

On July 27, 1967 the Santa
Fe Open Theater was destroy-
ed by fire. The blaze began at
approximately 3:30 A M. Of un-
determined cause, the fire
started under the stage and
quickly spread throughout the
structure. All that remained of
the once proud opera were the
two concrete balcony stairways,
the small box office structure,
and an indomitable will to be-
gin again.

The original theater and its
balcony expansion was reported
in the September-October issue
of New Mexico Architecture.
The model for this new opera
house, along with a description
of the expanded facilities, was
published in the November-De-
cember 1967 NMA.
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The Stage roof which covers more than one quarter of an acre,
provides stand-up space to manipulate all of the Stage lighting, spots,
floods and accent lights and contains more than 13% miles of electric
wire to facilitate the controls.

The balcony steps left standing
after the fire, now lead some-
“'here! to the new thf‘atﬁ'r hﬂl' THE SANTA FE OPERA ASSOCIATION

cony.

John 0. Crosby, General Director

ARCHITECTS

McHugh and Kidder, Architects
Santa Fe, New Mexico
John T. Midyette Ill, Project Captain

STRUCTURAL DESIGN

Earl P. Wood & Associates
Santa Fe, New Mexico

STAGE LIGHTING

Robert Benson of
Kleigl Brothers
Long Island City, New York

MECHANICAL ENGINEERS

Barkmann and Rogers, Consulting Engrs.
Santa Fe, New Mexico

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Modern Construction Company
Santa Fe, New Mexico
Grant Hall, Project Superintendent

ACOUSTICAL CONSULTANT

Jack Purcell of
Bolt, Beranek & Newman
Van Nuys, California

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER

Carl Albach, Consulting Engineer
Santa Fe, New Mexico
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“True to his own predictions, and con-
trary to those of the enlightened pessimists,
Crosby opened his new theater, on sched-
ule, July 2, 1968. It is a magnificent new
house that combines the charm of its pre-
decessor with the advantages of enlarged
facilities and improved technical resources.

The theater is a triumph in just about every

way, and — more important — it seems to

be housing some extraordinary artistic com-

modities. Crosby has survived disaster with-
out compromising integrity.”

Martin Bernheimer, Music Critic,

Los Angeles Times, August 13, 1968




“The Santa Fe Opera Company isn’t real. What
I witnessed or thought I witnessed a week and a
half ago when I seem to recall visiting a grand hill-
top in New Mexico was so patently improbable
that I now believe I had gone on a hallucinatory
trip.

“I persist in thinking that I arrived at a full-
blown opera evening virtually in the middle of des-
ert-like grazing lands, and entered a structure of
sweeping modern design. While most of the audi-
ence sat under a broad redwood roof extending
over the balcony and beyond or under a stage can-
opy reaching towards it, I sat in a space between,
bared to the elements, with sky and stars over-
head. Yet from the handsome deep stage, open at
its rear to a distant dark horizon of mountains and
the lights of Los Alamos, I heard everything per-
fectly. The clear tone and diction of the soloists,
and the chorus’ extra-sonorous singing, were unaf-
fected by the cool breeze that washed the air be-
tween.

“The large orchestra, sunk to a depth that ren-
dered even the conductor invisible in a pit larger
than that at the San Francisco Opera House, played
with full spirit yet never overpowered the voices —
the Bayreuth ideal.

“The opera was a new one, Hans Werner
Henze's “The Bassarids.” The principals were first
rate, the production strikingly desianed.
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“It was not to be believed. Twelve months be-
fore, the entire Santa Fe Opera house with all its
contents had burned to the ground—total wipeout.
Yet here it was again, with a finished production
in one of America’s handsomest operatic settings.”

Robert Commanday, Music Critic,
San Francisco Sunday Examiner
and Chronicle

“In the eternal, brooding mountains of New
Mexico, things take a long time to grow and even
longer to change. Yet amid the Sangre de Cristo
range outside Santa Fe this year, a dramatic new
feature has jutted up in a matter of months. It is
the Santa Fe Opera Company’s new theater, a bold
cross between an open-air arena and a Pueblo for-
tress. It has no side walls, and its see-through stage
provides the action with a striking natural backdrop
of dancing hills, Above the orchestra seats, a red-
wood-beamed adobe canopy sweeps upward, then
breaks off abruptly to reveal a broad area of New
Mexico sky.

“The structure is really something, especially
since a year ago it was really nothing, Fire de-
stroyed the old 1957 building in midseason last
vear (Tmve, Aug. 4, 1967). Against awesome odds,
General Director John Crosby rode herd on a dou-
ble-shift construction schedule through the winter
and spring to get the house ready for last month’s
season opener.” TrvMe — August 23, 1968

October 1968



“Whatever Santa Fe has ac-
complished in the past 11 years
can be credited to Crosby, a man
of singular vision and devotion
who oversees every detail on-stage,
off-stage and backstage. Building
the new theater in a mere 300
days and going ahead on schedule
with an ambitious season, Crosby
has managed to turn disaster into
relative triumph.”

Martin Bernheimer, Music Critic

Los Angeles Times
Sunday, August 25, 1968

John Reardon as Pentheus and Loren Driscoll as Dionysus in the 1968 pro-
duction of the Bassarids.

All Photographs — Allan Stoker
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ALBUQUERQUE Hew 9u Uew Mexico
TESTING LABORATORY MANZANO QUARTZ, INC.

Sub-soil Investigations 614 Headingly Ave. NNW. (505) 344-3337
For Structural and Dam Foundations Albuquerque, New Mexico

Two Drills and Crews now

available for Prompt Service Wholesalers of Crushed Quartz

Building and Veneer Stone

Laboratory Analysis and N
Evaluation of Construction Materials Terrazzo Marble Chips
Wonderful in the accenting of

NG RSN fr, . Sipiantiton Buildings, Fireplaces and Landscaping

of Registered Professional Engineers

1 f s aee Y g Visit our “Stone Yard”
532 Jefferson St, NE. — P. O, Box 4 .

Phone AL 5-8916 Albuquerque 6023 Edith Ave. N.E. (rear)
Phone AL 5-1322 New Mexico 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

NMA September - October 1968 19




COMMERCIAL

CARPET

IN

NYLON
]
ACRYLIC
a
MOD-
ACRYLIC

Carpets specifically designed and constructed
for ultimate traffic use in commercial build-
ings, schools, hospitals, offices, etc. Samples
and quoatations on request.

PHONE 344-2317
312 INDUSTRIAL, N. E. P. 0. BOX 1963
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87103

INVESTIGATE
THE BEST

EPOXY TERRAZO
FLLOORS

NEW MEXICO MARBLE & TILE CO. WILL
SOON COMPLETE INSTALLATION OF THE
LARGEST EPOXY TERRAZZO FLOOR JOB IN
THE UNITED STATES, AT ST. JOSEPH'S HOS-
PITAL IN ALBUQUERQUE. THIS IS THE MA-
TERIAL THAT WILL SURELY REVOLUTION-
IZE THE FLOORING INDUSTRY IN COMMER-
CIAL & INSTITUTIONAL BUILDINGS. EASILY
CLEANED WITH DETERGENT, IT NEVER
NEEDS WAXING AND PERMANENTLY RE-
TAINS ITS LUSTRE.

YOUR INQUIRIES ARE INVITED INTO
THIS REVOLUTIONARY NEW FLOOR-
ING MATERIAL.

NEW MEXICO
MARBLE AND TILE CO.

414 Second St., S.W. Albuquerque, N. M,
P. O. Box 834 @ Phone 243-5541

The new hosiery and garment plant for the Hanes
Corp. of N. M. For this plant 94,000 sq. ft. of 8’
double tee roof members spanning 70 feet, plus
prestressed insulated wall panels, columns and
girders were detailed, fabricated and delivered in
approximately 60 days.

Architect—E. F. Rutemeyer—Atlanta, Ga.
Contractor—J, A. Jones—Charlotte, N.C.

1900 MENAUL ROAD N. E., ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87106

PRESTRESSED CONCRETE
PRODUCTS, INC.

MANUFACTURERS OF ROOF AND FLOOR DECKS

THEY EXCEL IN
e ECONOMY e PERMANENCY e DURABILITY
e VERSATILITY e FLEXIBILITY
and most important @ FIRE RESISTANCE

(505) 345-2536
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WOOD is WARM and WONDERFUL!

MEMBERSHIP:
BALDRIDGE HOME SUPPLY CENTER AMERICAN BUILDERS SUPPLY CORP. U. 5. PLYWOOD CORP.
GIBSON LUMBER CO. SANDIA LUMBER CO. DUKE CITY LUMBER CO.
HOME BUILDERS SUPPLY CO. APACHE LUMBER CO., INC. NEW MEXICO TIMBER INC.
BOSQUE FARMS LUMBER CO. GEORGIA - PACIFIC CORP.

These are the experts on wood and wood products to contact
for information and consultation . . . members of

LUMBER MERCHANDISERS ASSOCIATION

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
I 5t o R A A 5 v RO

N QUOTE!
'y i "Although the building had an unusual soffit
and overlay, the job was completed with ease
because of the TRUS JOIST system.”
UNQUOTE!

We hear such statements constantly. This time
it's Mr. Neil E. Weaver of Weaver Construction Co.,
Albuquerque, talking. He goes on to say that TRUS
JOIST works closely with them from shop drawings
through delivery to meet construction time require-
ments. This is to be expected of TRUS JOIST by every
customer — contractor or architect.

It's a fair exchange.
Because then they write our ads for us.

Building: .
Universal C.I.T. B M G“
George B. McGi
Architect: 1113 Pennsylvania, Northeast

Hildreth Barker, Albuquerque 505/256-2058
ALA.

Fresh Air Heating ?

if you want the job done right
...do it with gas

0
soutHern union (G A S company
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