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well as to outsiders, is its rich and deep history. Nowhere did Indian society have greater historical impact, nor was there any area of the United
States to which imperial Spain bequeathed such an indelible legacy. The
pioneer period completes the trilogy and vies for historical attention.
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THE WESTERN SERVICES OF STEPHEN WATTS
KEARNY, 1815-18.48
By *MENDELL LEE TAYLOR

TEPHEN WATTS KEARNY, the fifteenth child of Phillip and

S. Susannah Kearny, was born at Newark, New Jersey,

August 30, 1794. He lived in New Jersey until he matriculated in Columbia University in 1809. While here the national crisis of 1812 brought his natural aptitudes to the
forefront. When a call· for volunteers was made for the
War of 1812, Kearny enlisted, even though he was only a
few weeks away from a Bachelor of Arts degree. In the
early part of the war he was captured at the battle of
Queenstown. But an exchange of prisoners soon brought
him to Boston. Later, for gallantry at Queenstown, he
received a captaincy on April 1, 1813.
After the Treaty of Ghent the army staff was cut' as
much as possible. Kearny survived this reduction and was
given a choice of being stationed in the Eastor of becoming
a pioneer in exploration and construction work on the
western frontier. This western life would .include Indian
fighting, living either in the saddle or in crude barracks,
'suffering privations and exposures of every type. In spite
Of these uninviting prospects, Kearny elected to become a
man of the West. His interest in the West became even
more manifest when he married Mary Radford, the stepdaughter of the famous General William Clark of St. Louis.
• Mendell Lee Taylor is a member of the department of history, Nazarene Theelogieal Seminary, Kansas City, Mo. His doctoral dissertation is The West...... SenneBS
0/ Stephe. W..tt. Ke..""", 1815-181>8, University of Oklahoma, 1944, me.
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Between 1815 and the end of his life in 1848, Kearny remained almost constantly associated with the West.
Now began his interesting services to the West--divided into three periods-in exploration, in the building
of forts, and in leading the Army of the West. Kearny was
connected with four important western exploring expeditions. The first was in 1820 when he was· assigned the task
of laying out a military road between the upper Missouri
and Mississippi rivers. This was the first overland route
of white persons between the upper regions of the two
rivers, and it marked the opening stage of the military
occupation of the Northwest. A day-by-day journal of
this expedition was compiled by Kearny, and recently has
been edited and printed by Valentine Mott Porter.
The party consisted of Lieutenant-Colonel Willoughby
Morgan, Captains Kearny and M. J. Magee, Lieutenants
Joseph Pentland and Andrew Talcott, fifteen soldiers, four
servants, and an Indian guide and his wife and papoose (an
infant of four months). On July 2, 1820, they departed
from Council Bluffs. After three weeks of continuous
travel, everyone had reached the point of exhaustion. But
on July 21, they were given new courage by seeing from a
high ridge the Mississippi River. The weary party reached
Fort Snelling at the confluence of the St. Peters and the
Mississippi on July 25, and were cordially greeted by Colonel
Henry Leavenworth.
During the next few days, Kearny accompanied several
exploring· parties into the surrounding country. One trip
was to the Falls of St. Anthony, and another was to a point
of land at the mouth of the St. Peters River, where the
building of permanent barracks was planned. The return
trip was made down the Mississippi, the small company
reaching St. Louis on August 18, having traveled on the
average twenty miles per day. The total distance traveled
by land was 450 miles and by water 900 miles. Kearny
reported three_results_ from-.thisexpedition: first, the protection of northwestern frontiersmen against Indian attacks
was assured; second, the fur trade was expanded; and third,
the influence of British traders with the. Indians was checked.

KEARNY, 1815-1848

171

The second expedition was in 1825. Kearny with four
companies under his command was invited to accompany
General Henry Atkinson on his famous Rocky Mountain
expedition. Benjamin O'Fallon, United States Agent of
Indian Affairs, also went with the explorers to conclude
treaties with Indian tribes which might be encountered on
the trip. The full complement of troops for the journey
numbered 476 men. A detachment of this group under
Atkinson ascended the Missouri as far as one hundred and
twenty miles above the mouth of the Yellowstone River,
which was approximately 2,000 miles from St. Louis. The
expedition ended on September 19, 1825; during the period
of travel twelve treaties had been concluded with the various
tribes along the way.
The third expedition was to the country of the Pawnee
Picts in 1834. The first assignment of the newly organized
Regiment of First Dragoons was to make this trip into the
wildest part of the Indian country, near the present site of
Fort Sill, Oklahoma. And since Kearny was second to
Colonel Henry Dodge in command of the Second Dragoons,
he was in part responsible for the success of the whole
expedition..
On June 15, 1834, Dodge ordered the Dragoons to move
out from Fort Gibson, and in the latter part of July the
Pawnee Picts' country was reached. Included in the party
wa,"l George Catlin, the famous Indian portrait painter, who
had been given permission by the Secretary of War to accompany the column. After a conference, at which the
Indians were assured of the white man's friendship and
protection, Dodge persuaded the chiefs to return with him
to Fort Gibson for a friendly visit. The return march
started on July 25, and along the way chiefs_fl'omvarious
tribes joined the column.
The campaign met with near-disaster. General Leavenworth and a large number of his officers and men died
from malaria fever and other causes. Even the survivors
who returned to Fort Gibson were half naked and emaciated
with nothing to identify them as the smartly dressed
troopers who had left the post two months before. But
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the expedition was considered a success, since the three day
conference with the chiefs of the Pawnee Picts, Kiowas,
Osages, and Delawares paved the way for agreements and
treaties essential to the ultimate occupation of a great part
of this country by immigrant Indians.
The fourth and most important of Kearny's expeditions
was to South Pass, Wyoming, in 1845. In making this
expedition he had recognized the need of employing troops
on the trails traveled by Oregon emigrants and Santa Fe
traders. This would impress upon the Indians the necessity
of refraining from attacking all whites moving across the
prairies. Accordingly, he organized a force of five companies of fifty Dragoons each. He left Fort Leavenworth,
May 18, 1845, and by ..Tune 14 reached Fort Platte, at the
mouth of the Laramie River, about one mile north of Fort
Laramie, a rival fur-trading station. The operators of the
two posts extended a welcome to Kearny's command. Later,
on June 30, Kearny's party, after an almost imperceptible
ascent of two miles, arrived at South Pass.
The next day the return trip began. A southward
route towards the Santa Fe trail via Bent's Fort was taken.
Three shots from the post's swivel gun sounded a noisy
salute to the regiment, and the proprietors, Charles Bent
and Ceran St. Vrain, extended a hospitable welcome to
Kearny and his men.
The marchers arrived at Fort Leavenworth on August
24, 1845, having traveled on the expedition 2200 miles.
Kearny's report to the government as to this trip vitally
affected the development of this northwestern area.
. During the period of this phase of frontier service,
Kearny had not only led in important explorations, but he
had also supervised the erection of five forts. The first
post was erected at Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis, in 1826.
The need for an infantry practice school in the west had
become apparent, and orders for its erection went out on
March 4, 1826-. Ground-work was started on July 10 by
the four companies serving under Kearny, who continued
at this task for the next fifteen months, during which
time most of the buildings were completed. When finished,
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the camp was named Jefferson Barracks in honor of
Thomas Jefferson, who had just died. This new garrison
became the regional depot and figured in most of the
frontier events.
The second fort Kearny built was Fort Crawford, Wisconsin, in 1829. During the winter of 1828, he had received
instructions to tear down the dilapidated barracks at Fort
Crawford and construct new ones. Early in the spring of
1829 he examined the surrounding country for a better site.
The location chosen comprised some two hundred acres
extending from the Mississippi on the west to the bluffs
in the rear of the Prairie du Chien. Here the construction
of barracks was presently begun. After a year's labor at
this new Fort Crawford, a commodious stone and log
structure was completed. This new fort had a vital part
in protecting the northwestern frontier.
The third fort which Kearny built was Fort Towson,
Oklahoma, in 1831. In the spring of 1831, he received
final instructions to establish a new garrison near the confluence of the Kiamichi and Red rivers. By April 26, 1831,
he had arrived at a landing on the Red River near the
mouth of the Kiamichi, and had immediately proceeded to
search for a site. He finally decided to build on the spot
where Cantonment Towson formerly stood. PlanS' for the
fort included a series of buildings enclosing an area with
the outer dimensions of 302 by 256 feet. Presently troops
occupied the new quarters, and in November, 1831, the
post was christened Fort Towson. It rapidly developed
into an important center from which patrols of the Indian
country operated.
Kearny's fourth post was Fort Des Moines, No.1,
Iowa, in 1834. His command arrived at the Des Moines
River, where a new fort was to be erected, in September
of 1834. But he was· preceded by Quartermaster George
H. Crossman, who was to perform the preliminary task of
barrack construction. Upon arriving, Kearny found that
Crossman had done little. The quarters for officers and
soldiers were hardly started, and not a log was yet laid for
stables. But by employing all his available force, Kearny

"
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completed the structures by November. Secretary of War
Cass designated the new barracks as Fort Des Moines.
The War Department named Kearny's fifth fort Camp
Kearny. It was located in Iowa near the place where the
Sioux hunting parties often committed offences against
the recently settled Potawatomi, Chippewa, and Ottawa
Indians. To quiet all apprehensions, Kearny's Dragoons
erected a blockhouse and set up barracks in the danger zone,
completing their work in the spring of 1838. In May,
Father de Smet, the famous Jesuit missionary, arrived
among the Potawatomies, and Kearny donated to him the
log structure for a mission station.
As excellent as was this second phase of Kearny's contributions to the West in the building of frontier forts, his
most distinguished service was to command the Army of
the West during the Mexican War. On May 13, 1846, he
was officially informed that he had been appointed commander of an expedition against the capital of New Mexico.
That part of the army which marched with Kearny was
composed of five veteran companies from the First Dragoon
Regiment and several volunteer companies from Missouri.
This latter group was organized into four units: namely,
the First Regiment of Missouri Mounted Volunteers; the
Battalion of Light Artillery; the Battalion of Infantry; and
the Laclede Rangers. By June 18, 1846, the First Regiment of Missouri Mounted Volunteers had its eight companies mustered into service at Fort Leavenworth. According to the regulations for volunteer corps, each unit was
allowed to elect its own field officers as well as company
officers.
The two leading candidates for Colonel of this regiment
were John W. Price of Howard county and A. W. Doniphan
of Clay county. Although he was only a private in his company, the latter had been an eminent lawyer and distinguished soldier, serving as brigadier-general in the campaign of 1838-againstthe Mormons. To choose a~-colonel;
the volunteers formed a line behind the man of their
choice. The longest line was behind Doniphan and he was
declared elected. Other important officers of the Regiment
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were C. F. Ruff, Lieutenant-Colonel, and William Gilpin,
Major.
The second group of Missouri volunteers, composed
of two companies, was known as the Battalion of Light
Artillery whiGh, by the middle of June, was mustered into
service at Fort Leavenworth. The two companies were
formed into a battalion and M. L. Clark was chosen as
its Major.
The third group of Missouri volunteers was a Battalion
of Infantry. Those elected to command the companies
were Captains W. Z. Angney and W. S. Murphy. But since
the two companies operated separately, a battalion was
never organized. Kearny was surprised to find even two
companies of infantry willing to make the long journey
to New Mexico.
The fourth Missouri volunteer organization was the
company of Laclede Mounted Rangers under the command
of Captain T. B. Hudson.
The above four Missouri units, plus the five companies
of Dragoons, made a total of approximately 1,600 men composing the original Army of the West to march under the
immediate command of Kearny. Soon thereafter, however,
four other units were created to help occupy the conquered
territory, including: (1) the Mormon Battalion; (2) the
Second Regiment of Missouri Mounted Volunteers; (3) the
Battalion of Missouri Mounted Volunteers; and (4) the
Regiment of New York Volunteers. These organizations,
although not among the initial invaders, were a part of the
Army of the West.
In relation to the Mormons, Kearny had received information that a large body of Mormons was desirous of emigrating to and settling in California. He decided to ask
them for a battalion to supplement his command. He told
them that those companies which marched to California
could form the advance guard of migrating Mormons and
could spy out the land at'the expense of the government.
Also, in addition to their pay, they would be permitted to
retain their guns and accoutrements as private property
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when their term of service had expired. Captain James
Allen was given the assignment of raising this battalion.
The second addition to the Army of the West was the
Second Regiment of Missouri Mounted Volunteers. By
August 1, the regiment was mustered into service at Fort
Leavenworth, and twelve days later the election of officers
was held. Sterling Price was chosen as Colonel, D. D.
Mitchell as Lieutenant-Colonel, and B. G. Edmonson as
Major.
The third accession was the Battalion of Missouri
Mounted Volunteers composed of four companies, of which
David Willock was commanding officer.
The fourth addition was the First Regiment of New
York Volunteers. When the War Department decided that
the Army of the West should have the Pacific coast as its
destination, it became apparent that one regiment of troops
should go by water to this theatre of War. New York was
asked to furnish this regiment. By August 1, all companies
had arrived at Governor's Island, and the election of the
regiment's field officers was held-J. D. Stevenson as Colonel, Henry S. Burton as Lieutenant-Colonel, James A.
Hardie as Major.
While the original units of the Army of the West were
still coming into Fort Leavenworth, Kearny gave attention
to organizing the field and staff officers and other assistants.
The first officer he chose among these was Lieutenant A. R.
Johnston as Adjutant, who kept a complete diary of the
activities of the Army of the West. Even today his day-byday account is a valuable source of information on Kearny's
movements. Thomas Fitzpatrick was to serve as guide for
the expedition. He had become famous as a mountaineer
and was familiar with the West. Surgeon S. G. DeCamp
was to head the medical corps; Major Thomas Swords was
Quartermaster; Lieutenant W. N. Grier was head of the
commissary; and Lieutenant John Love had charge of
Ordnance.
The official roster was completed when Lieutenants
W. H. Emory,W. H. Warner, W. J. Abert, and W. G. Peck,
Field and Topographical Engineers, arrived at Fort Leav-
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enworth. They kept a detailed record of travel, adventures,
of the region's flora and fauna, and of its altitude, longitude, and latitude. Their reports, too, became valuable
sources of information on the western country. Indeed,
Emory's Notes of a Military Reconnaissance . .. constitute a wealth of material about the entire journey from
Fort Leavenworth to California. Abert spent a year exploring New Mexico and his record of topography, geology, and
botany, has become invaluable. Moreover, these topographical engineers aided the expedition greatly.
Although the organization of the Army of the West was
completed, it did not operate as a unit until it reached
Mexican soil. Both troops and supplies were dispatched at
intervals. In order to provide a steady flow of provisions,
early in June Kearny started trains of supply-laden prairie
schooners for stations along the road to Bent's Fort.
The Army of the West, like its supply trains, left Fort
Leavenworth in separate sections. Two companies of Dragoons under Captains B. D. Moore and J. H. Burgwin were
the first troops to depart for the West. On June 5, 1846,
they were sent to intercept a quantity of arms and ammunition being transported to New Mexico by the trading
caravans of Armijo and Speyer. This process of dispatching troops continued until June 30, at which time Kearny
and his headquarters detachment departed for Santa Fe.
The line of march led through Creek No. 110 (so named
because of its distance from old Fort Osage) on July 6;
Council Grove, July 8; the banks of the Arkansas, July
14; Crossing of the Cimarron, July 21; and a camp within
ten miles of Bent's Fort, July 29. Kearny remained at this
place three days in making preparation to invade foreign
soil. Here all of the units of the Army of the West merged
together for the first time.
At the same time, Kearny prepared a proclamation to
the citizens of New Mexico urging them to accept peacefully
the American occupation of their country. Then he sent
two small parties into New Mexico with copies of his
proclamation. One under Eugene Leitensdorfer was sent
to Taos and the other under James Wiley Magoffin to Santa
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Fe. Both parties were to prepare the Mexicans for peaceful
American occupation.
By August 2, Kearny was ready to resume march.
Presently the American flag was visible floating from a
turret of Bent's Fort. Here Kearny left the soldiers who
were too ill to travel, then moved across the international
boundary into New Mexico.
On August 15, 1846, Kearny and his command arrived
at Las Vegas, the first Mexican town to be occupied. There
was no resistance on the part of the natives. In fact the
Mexican officials took part in the military ceremony which
placed the town under American control. After these officials had taken the oath of allegiance, they were allowed to
continue in their positions. On the same day the troops
arrived at Tecolate and the same ceremony of occupation
ensued. The reception was even more friendly here than at
Las Vegas. The next day, Kearny marched into San Miguel.
Again Kearny addressed the assembled people and allowed
the officials of the town to continue as usual. And finally,
in the afternoon of August 18, without the firing of a shot,
the American troops marched into Santa Fe, where Kearny
claimed the whole region for the American Union. That
night he slept in the Palace room which Governor Armijo
had recently occupied.
Up to this point, Kearny's accomplishment had been
spectacular. In fifty days his Army of the West had marched
from Fort Leavenworth to Santa Fe, a distance of 883 miles,
over solitudes and semi-arid wastes, and had subjugated,
without striking a blow, a province of one hundred thousand
people. He had immediately placed New Mexico under
military control, becoming thereby its first American military governor.
On August 19, 1846, Kearny assumed his duties as
military governor of New Mexico. Early in the morning
many citizens-of-Santa--Fegathered-on the plaza near the
Palace and Kearny addressed them. He informed them that
the Americans had come as friends to make them a part of
the Republic of the United States; that their property and
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religion would be respected; and that they should now consider themselves American citizens.
Presently Kearny instructed Lieutenant W. H. Emory
to select a site for a fort. The spot chosen was an eminence
overlooking the town. Construction began on August 23,
and in a short time an imposing structure arose. The
name given it by the War Department was Fort Marcy, in
honor of the Secretary of War.
In order to reconcile the southern portion of New
Mexico, Kearny decided to make an expedition into this
area. With a total of 765 men, the trip into the south was
started on September 2, and each village which the Americans passed through extended its hospitality. At Albuquerque, on September 5, Kearny and his staff visited
Senora Armijo, wife of the ex-governor, who greeted them
as friends. Two days later they marched into Tome, the
end of the journey. They started their return journey on
September 9 and arrived at Santa Fe five days later.
Kearny was ready to establish the civil government by
September 22. In this connection he issued the well known
"Kearny Code," a document dealing with every detail of
civil government. It contained a bill of rights guaranteeing
the principles of civil and religious liberty. Its regulations
were taken in part from the laws of Mexico with such modifications as our laws and constitution made necessary; in
part from the laws of the Missouri Territory; in part from
the laws of Texas; and the remainder from Livingston's
Code. Its compilation and organization was performed by
Colonel Doniphan and Private Willard P. Hall. The laws
were printed in both English and Spanish and became the
law for the territory of New Mexico for forty-five years.
In addition to instituting civil law, Kearny appointed
the following civil officers: Charles Bent, governor; Donaciano Vigil, secretary of the territory; Richard Dallam,
marshal; Francis P. Blair, United States district attorney;
Charles Blumner, treasurer; Eugene Leitensdorfer, auditor
of public accounts; J oab Houghton, Antonio Jose Otero,
and Charles Beaubien, judges of the superior court.
While the civil government was being formed, Kearny
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made plans to extend his conquest into California, the second objective of this expedition. And on September 25,
1846, he with five companies of Dragoons departed for the
Pacific.
During the march, on October 6, the California-bound
Dragoons met Lieutenant Kit Carson with a party of fifteen
men. Carson was carrying secret information from Americans in Monterey to army officials in Washington. He
reported that late in August Commodore Stockton, with
a naval force, and Lieutenant-Colonel John C. Fremont,
acting in concert, had conquered California; that in about
ten days they had completed their task and that now California was in their possession. Learning this, Kearny
ordered Carson to join his column as guide. He also
ordered two companies of Dragoons to return to Santa Fe.
By October 20, the column had arrived at the precipitous banks of the Gila River. Traveling conditions were
extremely unfavorable for a long stretch along the Gila.
The bed of the river where it was not covered with fragments of rocks was loose, resembling volcanic dust, in
which a mule would sometimes sink to its knees. After
leaving the soft path, the column started climbing rugged
basalt mountains. The ascents were steep, the footing
uncertain, and here and there a dangerous precipice lay
only one step off the dim path. The steep ascents and
descents caused the packs to shift on the animals, cutting
them dreadfully. After a month of travel under these conditions camp was pitched at the confluence of the Gila and
the Colorado.
The ninety miles of travel west of the Colorado proved
to be the most difficult of all. The desert region took the
lives of many animals and was trying on the troops. There
was no relief from thirst and from fear that the next mile
would be the last one. But the column luxuriously refreshed
itself when Carrizo Creek was reached, on November 29.
After inspecting his men at this point, Kearny observed:
"Poor fellows! they were well nigh naked-some of them
barefoot, a sorry looking set. But in those swarthy sunburnt faces, a lover of his country will see no signs of
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quailing. They will be ready for their hour when it comes."
The revived Dragoons continued their march without contacting the enemy until they reached San Pasqual, thirty
miles out of San Diego.
The outcome of the battle of San Pasqual, which was
fought on December 6, 1846, has become controversial.
Some writers believe that Kearny was unjustified in engaging the Californians; others charge him with a serious
defeat, which could have been avoided; others insist that
Kit Carson saved the Americans. But all reliable accounts
show that at the end of the ·fight, Kearny's forces were in
possession of the field which the enemy had occupied at
the beginning of the battle; that the Californians did not
attempt to counter attack to regain lost territory; that
when they endeavored to block the way to San Diego, two
days after San Pasqual, they were forced to flee before the
advancing Americans; and that Kearny ordered his men
to cut their way through to San Diego before knowing
whether his messengers had reached Commodore Stockton
at San Diego or not. In addition to these facts, it should
be remembered that the President and Senate breveted
Kearny a Major-General for his gallantry at San Pasqua!.
When Kearny arrived in San Diego, he learned that
Stockton was calling himself Governor and Commander-inChief in California; that Lieutenant-Colonel Fremont was
on hjs way from Monterey to San Diego, expecting to
meet the enemy's strongest forces in the neighborhood of
Los Angeles; and that the Californians had recaptured
some of the key cities after the Bear Flag Republic had been
formed. Upon receiving this information, Kearny suggested to Stockton that they make an expedition northward
to meet Fremont and that the group which made contact
with the enemy first would try to force his surrender. This
suggestion was followed and on the morning of December
29, 1846, the American forces marched out of San Diego,
about six hundred strong. From all evidence the column
marched under the command of Kearny.
The Americans moved northward until January 8,
1847, when about five hundred Mexicans were sighted at the
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Paso de Bartolo, on the San Gabriel River. Quickly the
Americans organized for battle and advanced straight
towards the enemy. Then the' Californians broke into
retreat. The next morning the Americans set out for Los
Angeles, ten miles away. The road lay across the "Mesa,"
a wide plain between the San Gabriel and San Fernando
rivers. After a march of six miles, the Californians were
seen again a little to the right, occupying a high ridge. And
again they withdrew. Then on the morning of January 10,
the Americans marched into Los Angeles unopposed.
Kearny and Stockton remained in Los Angeles to await
the arrival of Fremont. The latter reached the city on
January 14 and paraded his battalion through the streets.
He also produced a copy of the armistice which he had
drawn up with the Californians whom Kearny had defeated
five days before. This document had been signed on J anuary 12 at San Fernando. A short time later, the three
officers, each of whom had so materially contributed to
California's conquest, began quarreling among themselves,
a quarrel soon to become one of the bitterest of early
American history.
Kearny produced evidence that he had been instructed
by the Secretary of War to conquer California, to serve as
military governor, and to command all troops in this region.
But Stockton and Fremont contended that these instructions
were void, since the government's desires had already been
accomplished before Kearny arrived. The latter could not
hope to carry out his instructions by force since he had only
a small force of Dragoons. Nevertheless, he was expecting
the arrival of the Mormon battalion and the First Regiment
of New York Volunteers at anytime. So he decided to
return to San Diego to await the arrival of these troops,
then force Stockton and Fremont to recognize his authority.
The Mormons did arrive at San Diego on January 29 and
the New York Volunteers reached Monterey a few days
later. In the meantime, Stockton was replaced by Comrnodore W. Branford Shubrick as commander of the Pacific
Squadron. But before departing from Los Angeles, Stockton had commissioned Fremont Governor and Commander-
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in-Chief of California and had appointed Colonel Russell
as Secretary of State. Stockton then reported to the Navy
Department that the civil government in this territory was
in successful operation.
When Shubrick arrived at Monterey, Kearny laid
before him the whole case and he immediately acknowledged
Kearny as governor and commander of the troops. Then
Kearny and Shubrick agreed to issue jointly a manifesto to
the people of California, announcing Kearny's governorship. Thereupon, on March 1, 1847, Kearny assumed
authority as military governor.
At this point he issued orders for Fremont to muster
his volunteers into the regular army of the United States
and to turn in all papers and documents which related to
Stockton's and Fremont's governments. Fremont refused
to do so. After a personal interview between Kearny and
Fremont, and an exchange of communications, the former
convinced Fremont that he had sufficient troops to force
him into submission, if the matter came to a showdown.
Under these conditions, Fremont submitted.
Presently, both Fremont and Kearny were ordered
back to the United States. On May 30, 1847, Kearny
appointed R. B. Mason as Governor of California, and the
next day he and his party, including Fremont, started
their return journey to the United States. After eleven
weeks of constant travel, the escort reached Fort Leavenworth where Kearny issued orders for Fremont's arrest.
From this post Kearny proceeded to Washington and
filed with the Secretary of War charges and specifications
against Fremont, including (1) mutiny, (2) disobedience
of the lawful command of his superior officer, and (3) conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline.
These charges were explained in a series of twenty-three
specifications. The Adjutant General arranged for a court
martial of thirteen members to convene at Fort Monroe,
Virginia, on November 2, 1847, to try Fremont.
The trial lasted approximately three months. The
complete record of the court proceedings as found in Sena,te
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Executive Document, No. 33, 30 Cong., 1 Sess. covers 447
printed pages. Fremont was found guilty of all charges
and specifications and was sentenced to be dismissed from
the service. But the court recommended leniency to President Polk who, in keeping with this recommendation, decided that since Fremont had rendered valuable service
to his country, he should be released from arrest, resume
his sword, and report for duty. Fremont would not accept
Polk's clemency and withdrew from the army. That Kearny
was justified in his position is proved by these facts: (1) he
alone had won in California's most serious battles; (2)
after February 9, 1847, his authority was properly recognized by naval officers; (3) from first to last his claims
had the support of the President and the War Department;
and (4) his authority was validated by the court };:n,ti,,1.
Kearny's final western service was as commander of
the Sixth Military Department with headquarters at Jefferson Barracks. He assumed duties here on July 30, 1848.
But in the interim between the trial of Fremont and
commanding the Department, he had served with the army
of occupation in Mexico. He had arrived in Vera Cruz on
April 7, 1848, and assumed command of the Military Department of Vera Cruz. Then he was transferred to Mexico
City and until the armistice between the United States and
Mexico, he served as Military and Civil Governor of Mexico
City. While in this tropical region he contracted a fever
from which he never recovered. Consequently his activities
after returning to the United States were very limited. In
fact, .a note attached to the regimental returns for September, 1848, from Jefferson Barracks, stated that Kearny was
dangerously ill and that the physicians despaired of his
recovery. His death occurred on October 31, 1848, in
St. Louis.

THE STORY OF JEFFERSON BARRACKS
By *HENRY W. WEBB

a great deal has been written of and about
T
Jefferson Barracks, there appears to have been nothing
prepared or written which presents a historical continuity
HOUGH

of the post. Spotted references are plentiful. Incidents
have been told and retold, and in the telling have been
changed and distorted. A brief and incomplete history of
the Barracks was compiled by Captain Harry E. Mitchell
in 1921. In 1938 Post Chaplain Walter B. Zimmerman
copied the Mitchell version, made some revisions, and added
a brief history of events from August 16, 1921, to November 4, 1938. Both efforts were mimeographed and but
few copies are known to exist at this writing. Aside from
these two efforts, which were both incomplete and in many
instances incorrect, the story of Jefferson Barracks and
the men who manned it has never before been assembled.
That no complete history of the post has been written
is partially explained by a number of facts. Through its
long life, the post has been headquarters for a number of
different organizations, some of which took their records
with them as regimental or organization archives when
they were transferred elsewhet:e. Some of the records
of the famous 6th Infantry, which occupied the post on
many occasions and for the longest period, were sent to
Nebraska, where they have become part of the state's historical records. Others followed units of the regiment to
Fort Knox and Fort Benning. Justification for the transfer
to Nebraska is the fact that old Fort Atkinson was estab• This ms. was forwarded for publication in March, 1946, hy Maior Earl W.
Smith, Headquarters Army Service Forces, Jefferson Barrack"" Mo., with the following
comments: "The preface to 'The Story of Jefferson Barracks' is inclosed for your
information. The addresses of persons responsible for 'The Story . .. ' are unknown
to- me." The title of the paper. however, was accompanied with the following words:
AB Compiled and Edited by Maior Henry W. Webb, Air Corps Public Relations
Officer 1942-43-44.
The ms. was R compilation of episodic info:rmation arranged in chronological
form. Dr. Arthur J. O. Anderson, Curator of History. Museum of New Mexico,
Santa Fe, smoothed it over for readability and added the explanatory footnotes. Ed.
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lished by the 6th under General Atkinson before the present
Jefferson Barracks was founded. Other discrepancies
doubtless resulted when authority to clean house was
received and many records probably were destroyed.
When the Works Progress Administration was supporting a writers' guild, the guild was commissioned to
prepare a history of Jefferson Barracks. In February 1943,
the writers' guild was disbanded. From the unassembled
material accumulated by the guild, supplemented by additional data since obtained, the following story of Jefferson
Barracks has been prepared. In many instances, the
material is substantiated by official documentary evidence.
In others, the information was obtained from newspapers
of the day and from the writings of others in which the
factual content appeared to be dependable.

* * *
N MARCH 3, 1805, an Act of Congress created the TerriGeneral James Wilkinson, commander of the United States Army, Department of the West,
was appointed governor of the new territory. Wilkinson
thereby had united in his person the civil and military
authority controlling the northern section of the Louisiana
Purchase. He was authorized to select a site for a new
trading post.
General Wilkin "lOll did not reach St. Louis until July 4,
1805, but immediately after taking over the reins of government, turned his attention to the establishment of the
new post. The nrst site selected was north of Florissant
on the south bank of the Missouri River. The owner, a
widow, hesitated to sell her land, and on July 23, 1805,
Wilkinson selected another site just east of Cold Water
Creek, also on the south side of the Missouri. The tract
embraced 5,000 acres and was purchased from a William
Massey.
Oddities~jn the_purchase were that a first deed, dated
April 20, 1806, was for five acres sold to the United States.
A second deed, specifying 5,000 acres, dated July 29, was
in favor of James Wilkinson, and a third deed showed that

O tory of Louisiana.
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the first was included in the second. The consideration was
$2,500. Not until August 16, 1809, was a deed recorded
transferring the land from Wilkinson to the government.
Notwithstanding the dates on the deeds,. there was
little delay in attempting to get construction under way,
though many difficulties were encountered later. The site
was first occupied by Major Russell Bissell and his troops,
who had accompanied General Wilkinson to St. Louis as
an escort.
Progress was lJlade with construction, parade grounds
were cleared, logs were floated down the river, and log
cabins replaced soldiers' tents. A quartermaster store, a
bake house, a blacksmith shop, a commissary, and cabins
for officers gave Fort Bellefontaine, the immediate predecessor of Jefferson Barracks, an aspect of permanence.
The prospect of the movement of most of the troops
from Fort Bellefontaine to construct and man new outposts
and protect western pioneer movements, awakened a new
clamor for military protection in the immediate vicinity.
As a result, on May 16, 1818, President James Monroe
commissioned Captain Boone, who had had a similar assignment in 1808, to recruit another company of mounted
rangers. In addition, personnel of the territorial guard
was increased.
On June 14, 1819, Colonel Chambers left the post to
rejoin the Cow Island contingent. In the meantime, 600
men of the 6th Infantry had aRsembled at Fort Bellefon~
taine and were preparing to ascend the Missouri by steamboat under the leadership of Colonel Atkinson. Steamboats were then new inventions. Those to be used were
the Western Engineer, the Expedition, the Jefferson, and
the Johnson.
The scientific wing of the expedition under Major
Long, accompanied by Major Thomas Biddle, Captain Ben
O'Fallon, three scientists, and others in the Western Engineer, left Fort Bellefontaine on June 21. Colonel Atkinson
and the others did not get away until July 4 and 5. Only a
portion of his command was able to board the steamboats;
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the remainder traveled on four barges propelled by paddle
wheels operated by treadmills. The barges proved the more
capable craft, as the steamboats developed complications.
Colonel Atkinson arrived in Cantonment Martin on Cow
Island on August 29. The TV estern Engineer, transporting
the Long contingent, met with fewer difficulties and had
reached Old Council Bluffs, where they awaited Colonel
Atkinson. Some weeks later the Colonel arrived and established Camp Missouri, later named Fort Atkinson in his
honor. At this time and for the next seven years it was
the most remote outpost of the United States.
Colonel Atkinson returned to Fort Bellefontaine on
May 13, 1820. He was given the rank of Brevet Brigadier
General and made commander of the right wing of the
Western Department of the United States Army. Thoroughly dissatisfied with conditions at Fort Bellefontaine,
General Atkinson on January 21, 1821, advised Secretary
of War Calhoun that the post was located in an out-of-theway place, that the buildings and conditions in general
were bad, and that it should be abandoned in favor of a
new fort to be constructed nearer St. Louis.
It would appear that Fort Bellefontaine had become a
rather dull place where tempers were easily frayed. The
soldiers settled their disputes with fists, while officers
revived the custom of meeting "on the field of honor." In
1823 Lieutenant Thomas C. Rector, who had been at Fort
Shelby in 1814 and later the snme year with Taylor on an
expedition on the Missouri, killed Joshua Barton in a. duel.
In August, 1824, Lieutenant William Selby Harney,
with four companies of men, stopped at the fort en route
to settle reported Indian uprisings in the Yellowstone
country. Peace was declared before Harney could reach
the scene, and he returned to spend the winter at the fort.
In September, Major Stephen Watts Kearny, with a battalion of the 1st Infantry, made a brief stop en route from
Fort Snelling to Fort Atkinson to replenish supplies.
In the spring of 1825, General Atkinson was ordered
to conduct another expedition to the mouth of the Yellow-
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stone to make treaties with the Indians. Lieutenant Harney, placed in command of 476 men of the 6th Infantry,
departed for Fort Atkinson on March 20, 1825. Joined
by Major Kearny, the detachment then proceeded on the
expedition up the Missouri.
General Lafayette visited St. Louis on April 29, 1825,
and General Daniel Bissell, who had retired in 1821, was
master of ceremonies for the occasion. Major Kearny
returned from the Yellowstone expedition on May 10, followed by Harney (now Captain) who arrived on the 14th.
He departed soon afterward for frontier duty.
At this time the old fort was truly in a bad state of
decay. Huts and barracks were hardly habitable, and
Kearny sought for immediate arrangements to move. Major
General Brown, Chief of Staff of the United States Army,
directed that a site for a new post be selected in the vicinity
of St. Louis, and General Atkinson and Major General
Edmund P. Gaines, commander of the Western Headquarters at Memphis, were selected to determine the exact
location.
The village of Carondelet had been given a grant of
6,000 arpents 1 of land by the Spanish Governor Trudeau in
1797. Carondelet originally had been called Vide Poche,
which means Empty Pocket. The name may indicate why
the villagers were anxious for the .encampment to be located
where it would create a market for their wares. An offer
was made to donate a tract of land for the new establishment. The ~ite offered was satisfactory to both Gaines
and Atkinson, and a conditional deed was drawn up and
approved by Colonel Joshua A. Brandt, Assistant Quartermaster, representing the United States. Although there
were technicalities to be ironed out, the deed was signed on
July 8, 1826. In the original deed, which did not specify
the exact size of the tract, boundaries were defined by land
sites. Later it was found to contain 1,702.04 acres. The
original description of what was to become Jefferson Barracks is of interest: it was bounded "On the north by the
1. Five thousand and forty acres. The arpent or arpen was an old French land
measure whose value varied with the locality. In Canada it corresponded to .84 acr....
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land of Julian Choquette and Benjamin Patterson, on the
east by the Mississippi River, on the south by general tract
#31 and on the west by the Carondelet-Herculaneum Road."
Tod::.y in modern St. Louis, Fort Bellefontaine or what was
the site of the old post, is located at the extreme north end
of Broadway, while the newer post, Jefferson Barracks, is
at the extreme south end of the same street.
An order of the Adjutant General No. 66, dated October 23, 1826, named the new post "The Jefferson Barracks"
and designated it to become an "Infantry School of Practice" (basic training center). It was named to honor the
memory of President Thomas Jefferson, who had died on
July 4 of the same year.
Some historians credit Colonel Talbot Chambers with
being the first to occupy the new site. Chambers, however,
had been cashiered from the Army on April 28, 1826, more
than two months before Major Stephen Watts Kearny, with
four companies of the 1st Infantry, set up camp on July 10.
Kearny, therefore, was technically the first commander of
the camp, which was named Cantonment Adams, in honor
of John Quincy Adams, then president of the United States.
Major Kearny was given full charge of construction by
General Atkinson. Kearny had been in and around Fort
Bellefontaine for about two years before being sent to Fort
Atkinson and then was with Harney on an expedition up the
Missouri River. He returned to Bellefontaine on May 10
in time to prepare for occupancy of the new site.
On September 19,1826, Brevet Brigadier General Henry
Leavenworth arrived with a battalion of the 3rd Infantry,
setting up an adjoining camp named Cantonment Miller in
honor of Colonel John Miller, then governor of Missouri.
As ranking officer, Leavenworth was in direct cornmand. 2
Some historians have designated many officers, beginning with Major Kearny, as commanders of the Barracks
during its early years. Though General Atkinson was commanding officer-of the 6th Infantry and was later designated
Commander of the Right Wing of the Western Department
2. Previously, as a colonel, he had established Fort St. Peters, later to become
Fort Snelling, in Minnesota.
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of the Army, and though he wa~ in St. Louis or farther
afield a great deal of the time, tecords are not available
to indicate that he ever relinquished command of the new
post until his death on June 14, 1842. Thus it is assumed in
this chronicle that while others may be credited with acting
command, General Atkinson, having had the responsibility,
was in actual command from the founding of the post on
July 8, 1826, until his death.
In November 1826, the Barracks garrison consisted of
the 1st Infantry, a battalion of the 3rd Infantry, and a
detachment of recruits. By late December, barracks buildings had been erected for the 1st Infantry and occupied by
the soldiers. On January 18, 1827, the first military ball,
formally opening the post to the public, was held in a
central building which had just been completed. Some two
weeks later the people of St. Louis returned the honor,
entertaining the officers of the garrison. This was with a
ball said to have been the most brilliant affair in the early
history of the city. Held at the mansion of former Governor Clark, it marked the beginning of a friendship between
the post and the city which has lasted ever since.
At this time the land adjoining the post was a wilderness. St. Louis was but a trading center, and the post itself
was a frontier station organized for the protection of the
inhabitants of the surrounding territory.
General Atkinson spent most of the latter part of the
winter of 1826-27 at Fort Atkinson, the post he had built
at the mouth of the Nebraska River (Council Bluffs, Iowa),
but when navigation opened in the spring he returned, arriving on April 22. He speeded up construction activities,
supervising the drafting of plans for permanent stone quarters and the improvement of the grounds. The work was
done by soldier labor. Some $70,000 was spent for quarters
of officers and men, hospitals, and subsistence and quartermaster stores.
General Atkinson was soon afield again, and Major Daniel Ketchum was acting administrative commander of the
post. The 6th Infantry was ordered to abandon Fort Atkinson, and soon units under Major Bennett Riley arrived at
JEFFERSON BARRACKS
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the Barracks. This brought General Atkinson's own regiment to the Barracks, which remained its home for varied
periods until 1941.
On June 20, 1827, Major General Jacob Brown, Chief of
Staff of the United States Army and hero of Lundy's Lane,
arrived for a seven-day tour of inspection of both construction and troops. There were twenty-two companies on duty
-six of the 1st, six of the 3rd, and ten of the 6th-hard at
work on the buildings and grounds.
Plans for the Infantry School of Instruction had met
with little success, primarily because of the intensive building program. General Leavenworth had been in charge of
the school plan, but when this was given up in the spring of
1827, he left the Barracks to establish Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas. He was accompanied by three companies of the
3rd Infantry.
On August 7, 1827, a four-acre tract was purchased by
a commission selected for the purpose to be used for the
construction of an arsenal to serve the post. This land,
which is that now bounded by Broadway, Utah, and Arsenal
Streets in St. Louis, provided the beginning of the famous
St. Louis Arsenal. The site was then some three miles
below St. Louis between Jefferson Barracks and the city.
In June 1827, Captain William S. Harney was recalled
from visiting Washington on leave and ordered to Winnebago, Wisconsin, with two companies of the 1st Infantry.
The Indians and their troublesome old chief, Black Hawk,
were causing trouble with the white settlers and had been
joined by the Sioux under Red Bird. General Atkinson followed Captain Harney in September with a brigade, determined to eliminate permanently a constant source of
trouble. The campaign was brief. Black Hawk and Red
Bird were captured, and the Indians dispersed with a
promise to cause no further annoyance.
Atkinson-and Hal'lley retul'lled to the Barracks. Red----Bird died within a few months; Black Hawk, tried in the
United States Circuit Court, was acquitted for lack of evidence approximately a year after his capture.
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General Atkinson apparently was away from the post
on January 9, 1828, when Colonel A. R. Wooley was acting
commander, and also on July 1, when Major Bennett Riley
was temporarily in command. Riley had returned with
three companies of the 6th from escorting an emigrant
train to Arkansas. On the latter date, Jefferson Davis,
a cadet assigned to the 1st Infantry, reported for duty on
his first assignment after graduation from West Point. He
was sent to Fort Crawford at Prairie du Chien to join Captain Harney and proceeded with him to Green Bay, Wisconsin, where they were to construct Fort Winnebago.
Headquarters of the 3rd Infantry was moved from Fort
Leavenworth to the Barracks and eight companies arrived
early in the spring of 1829. During the summer, Major
Riley, with a detachment of the 6th Infantry, conducted
expeditions over the Santa Fe Trail, and on November 20
Captain Lewis left with two companies of the 3rd Infantry
to establish a garrison at Black Creek in the Choctaw Nation
of the Indian Territory. Albemarle Cady was a second
lieutenant at the post. 3
Early in 1830 dueling again showed its venomous head
as a method of settling personal differences. Second Lieutenant Charles O. May was killed in a duel and buried in the
post cemetery. Bloody Island continued to be the scene of
such encounters between officers. Later in the year, Major
Thomas Biddle, Army paymaster at St. Louis who had
been breveted for gallantry at the Battle of Lundy's Lane
and who had been with the Long party in 1819, became
involved in a political controversy with Pettis Spencer, a
candidate for Congress. In the resultant duel, Biddle, whose
eyesight was poor, chose the weapons and the distance. He
named pistols at five paces. The result, as could be expected,
was the death of both men. Several officers from the Barracks witnessed the tragedy. News of it reached Washington, and high Army authority threatened harsh reprisals
if further dueling took place in military circles.
In December Major Kearny, who had been placed in
3.

He returned a major in 1854 and eventually wore the star of a general.
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charge of construction at the Barracks, was relieved of his
duty and left for Natchitoches on the Red River with the
first battalion of the 3rd Infantry.
In the meantime, rumblings of trouble with the Indians
had been emanating from the upper Mississippi. The basis
of the difficulties was the same as in 1810; namely, dissatisfaction of the Indians with regard to territory. Some of the
tribes who had agreed to treaties, selling and trading their
lands, and had been moved to reservations west of the
Mississippi, were again expressing their dissatisfaction with
the results of the exchange. They were attempting to return to their old home, which by that time had been occupied
by white settlers. Others, like the old troublemaker Black
Hawk and his followers, had never consented to the terms
of the treaties and would not give up their lands which
incoming settlers had purchased from the government.
Clashes occurred which threatened to assume the proportions of a real war.
The situation became so serious that Governor Reynolds of Illinois called out the militia, and Major General
Edmund P. Gaines, Commander of the Department of the
West, came to Jefferson Barracks to investigate. He took
a detachment from the post and on June 7, 1831, held a
council with Black Hawk, who told him that his people
would not leave their lands and that they were not afraid of
United States troops. This was apparently a bluff, for
Gaines learned that the Indian opposition was not as strong
as had been indicated. On the arrival of Illinois volunteers
on June 25, Black Hawk requested another parley. This
resulted in a treaty which, unfortunately, was broken by
both parties before the year was out.
The roster at the Barracks had gained a battalion in
1831 when Major Bennett Riley, who had been acting
commander of the post in 1827, returned from Fort Leavenworth with four companies of- the 6th Infantry. Thesame
number left in September when headquarters of the 3rd
Infantry, including staff, field officers, and four companies,
was transferred to Fort Jesup, Louisiana.
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Indian difficulties were stirred up again early in 1832.
Several tribes, including Black Hawk and his followers, were
again defiantly returning to their former lands, serving
notice that the whites might attack if they wished. General
Atkinson embarked from the Barracks by steamer on April
8 to run down Black Hawk. He was accompanied by six
companies of the 6th Infantry under command of General
Daniel Baker, with Lieutenant Albert Sidney Johnston as
Adjutant, and Lieutenant Jefferson Davis a member. The
party departed from the post on board the steamers Enterprise and Chieftain. 4 A reconnoitering expedition of 270
men under Major Stillman was met by three of Black Hawk's
warriors carrying a flag of truce and an invitation to a
parley at the Indian camp. Stillman disregarded the white
flag and took the Indians prisoners. Black Hawk sent five
more men to ascertain the fate of his messengers. Two of
these were killed by a detachment sent out by Stillman,
who followed with an attack on the main force of Black
Hawk. This was disastrous for Stillman. The Indians fell
on the soldiers with such fury that the attack was turned
into a rout. Thus began the Black Hawk War.
With the news of the rout of Stillman, other tribes and
portions of tribes joined Black Hawk. On the other hand,
preparation was made by the Army for a decisive campaign
against the Indians. The final showdown came on August
2, 1832, when they were completely defeated. Participating
with the regulars from Jefferson Barracks were some 900
volunteers from Illinois, one group of which was commanded
by Captain Abraham Lincoln, and volunteers from Missouri,
Wisconsin and Michigan. Mounted rangers of the latter
state were led by Colonel Henry Dodge, soon to be heard of
at the Barracks. .Black Hawk was again captured and,
guarded by Second Lieutenant Jefferson Davis, brought to
Jefferson Barracks to be imprisoned.
While the chieftain was confined at the Barracks, Washington Irving paid him a visit and Catlin, the artist, journeyed to the post to paint him. Later transferred to Fort
4.

The 6th Infantry did not return from the Black Hawk War until· October 2.
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Monroe, he was, by a strange coincidence, imprisoned in
quarters where some thirty years later Jefferson Davis was
confined.
While most of the troops were away on the Black Hawk
expedition, two cases of Asiatic cholera were discovered on
the post and others were reported in nearby St. Louis. Fears
of an epidemic were great, but the malady disappeared
within a few months.
An Act providing for the organization of the United
States Regiment of Dragoons was passed by Congress on
March 2, 1833. Colonel Henry Dodge, who had distinguished himself as Colonel of the Michigan Mounted Rangers
during the Black Hawk War, was selected by President
Jackson to be its commander. The unit was organized at
the Barracks. Jefferson Davis, who had been promoted to
first lieutenant, was adjutant of the regiment, which was
fully recruited in June, 1834. 5
On November 30, 1833, five troops of the Dragoons
were moved to winter quarters near Camp Jackson, Arkansas, while four companies of the 6th Infantry returned to
the Barracks from Fort Leavenworth. During 1834 and
1835 changes in personnel were continuous at the post, with
detachments leaving for and returning from various sections of the frontier. By this time there were 230 steamboats with a tonnage of 39,000 plying between St. Louis
and New Orleans.
Albert Sidney Johnston,6 who had helped to run down
Black Hawk in 1832, resigned as Adjutant of the 6th Infantryon May 31, 1834, and went to Texas. Lieutenant Colonel
Stephen Watts Kearny, the first acting commander of the
Barracks under General Atkinson, was ordered to succeed
Brigadier General Leavenworth as commanding officer of
Fort Leavenworth. General Leavenworth died on an Indian
expedition on July 21, 1834.
5. Davis. who had. a.!,-rived.at the Barracks just out of West Point. in 1828, was
later ordered to Kentucky. On June 30, 1835, he resigned from the Army, but
reappeared subsequently as a hero of the Mexican War, Secretary of War. and
President of the Confederacy.
6. He subsequently -became Adjutant General and Secretary of War of the Republic of Texas. He was on the Confederate side during the Civil War.
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Dr. William Beaumont, proclaimed one of the six greatest heroes of American medical science, was Surgeon
General at the Barracks from 1835 to 1840. It was during
this period that he completed his thesis on digestion from
observation of the exposed digestive organs of a patient.
The 6th Infantry under Lieutenant Colonel Abner R.
Thompson left the Barracks on February 29, 1836, for
Louisiana, not to return until after the Seminole War of
1842. Colonel Dodge resigned command of the 1st Dragoons on July 4 and accepted the governorship of Wisconsin
Territory. This composed what is now Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, and part of the Dakotas. Lieutenant Colonel
Kearny again returned to the post, this time to succeed
Colonel Dodge. St. Louis was made a port of entry during
the year.
On November 30, Colonel Zachary Taylor, who had
returned to the area, arrived from Fort Crawford, Wisconsin, to assume acting command of the Barracks. In the
absence of General Atkinson, the temporary command of
the right wing of the Western Department of the United
States Army also devolved on Taylor. 7 He had been known
in the vicinity since before 1814, when he was appointed
commander of the United States troops in Missouri. He
was at Bellefontaine on numerous occasions including the
time when he assumed command of troops west of the
Mississippi on the death of General Howard in September,
1814.
The following months were uneventful except for hard
work. "Old Rough and Ready" took pride in the excellence
of his troops and occasionally resorted to roughness to
keep them up to expectations. His favorite. methods of
roughing was to grab a recalcitrant soldier by the ear, and
give him a good shaking. This was called "wooling." On
one occasion while reviewing ~ dress parade, Taylor noticed
a burly immigrant recruit out of line. Pointing to the
soldier he ordered, "Dress !," but the soldier, not under7. Taylor commanded United States forces in Louisiana and Texas; at the out:break of the Mexican War he led the invasion of northern Mexico, and was President
of the United States, 1848-1850.
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standing English, did not know what was meant. Taylor
walked up to him and proceeded to give him a good "wooling." As soon as the astounded trooper could shake himself
free, he landed a haymaker which stretched the Colonel
out full length on the parade ground. This was mutiny in
the eyes of nearby officers, who rushed at the soldier. Before
they could do anything, however, "Old Rough and Ready"
commanded, "Let that man alone. He will make a good
soldier."
Despite the proximity of St. Louis, Jefferson Barracks
was still in wild surroundings in 1837. On June 11 of that
year Daniel Webster paid a visit to the post and enjoyed
the thrill of shooting deer within sight of the ;Barracks.
Colonel Taylor was called back to Fort Crawford at
the urgent request of (Colonel) Governor Dodge on May 19
to intercede in an embryo war between the Sacs and
Winnebagos.
For some time the channel of the Mississippi River had
been undergoing a change. Its course, moving toward the
Illinois side, threw up sand bars that offered a serious threat
to the wharves of St. Louis and the commercial activity of
that city. Congress had appropriated $15,000 to build a
pier "to give direction to the current," and on August 15,
1837, First Lieutenant Robert E. Lee arrived to apply his
engineering and scientific knowledge to the problems at
hand. After a preliminary survey he reported to General
Gratiot, Chief Engineer of the War Department, enclosing
a hand-drawn map of the area. Lee's efforts were successful, and the channel of the river was moved back toward
the Missouri side. Bloody Island, remembered as a dueling
ground, became part of the mainland near what is now East
St. Louis on the Illinois side. In recognition of his accomplishment, Lee was assigned as a captain to construction and
repair of New York harbor defenses in 1840. He returned
to Jefferson_llar:r:.~cks in_l8.55. Lee lived at the Barracks
for a time during his river control activities, but on the
arrival of his family moved to St. Louis.
In the interim, President Van Buren was very much
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disturbed about the difficulties United States troops were
having in subduing the warring Seminole Indians in Florida. A discussion with Senator Benton of Missouri suggested that tactics employed with Indians in the Mississippi
region would also prove effective there. As a result, Colonel
Taylor was ordered to take command of United States
troops in Florida. He returned to the Barracks on July 20,
1837, and left on September 5 for Jacksonville, Florida,
with six companies consolidated with four companies from
F'ort Snelling under Colonel William Davenport, who had
arrived July 22, and three troops of the 2nd Dragoons,
which had been transferred to the Barracks from New
Orleans, having arrived on May 20. The journey required
55 days, the troops marching 1,200 miles overland with
Captain David E. Twiggs in command. In addition, a regiment of 600 Missouri volunteers was ordered mustered in
on September 8, 1837, at Columbia, Missouri, for SeminoleFlorida service. These troops marched from Columbia to
the Barracks on October 6, 1837. The regiment included
two companies composed of Osage and Delaware Indians.
After a short period of preparation, the regiment left by
boat for New Orleans and went from there to Florida to
join Colonel Taylor's command.
In the battle of Okeechobee, which took place on Christmas Day~ 1837, Colonel Richard Gentry, of the Missouri
Guards, was killed, and with but one exception every officer
was wounded. The United States troops lost 26 killed, and
112 suffered wounds. Lieutenant Colonel Thompson, Captain Joseph Van Swearingen, and Lieutenants Francis J.
Brooks and John B. Center, of the 6th, died on the field
of battle. None of the bodies but Thompson's could be
identified, and on return to the Barracks they were buried
in one grave in the post cemetery.
The Missouri volunteers saw no further service and
returned to the Barracks to be mustered out early in the
spring of 1838. Other troops, however, did not return until
1842.
General Atkinson remained at the Barracks during the

200

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

Florida campagin. In the fall of 1837, Lieutenant Philip
Kearny, nephew of Colonel Stephen Watts Kearny, was
assigned to the general's staff, having been transferred to
the post from Fort Leavenworth. He distinguished himself
during approximately eight months of duty at the post, and
was then selected to be one of a contingent of young cavalrymen sent to France to study the cavalry tactics of the French
Army. It was while at the Barracks that he married Mrs.
Atkinson's younger sister, Diana Bullitt, of Kentucky.
Much of the construction begun with the establishment
of the new post was completed by 1840. There was a
permanent brick hospital building 24' x 120' on the ridge
about 500 yards north of the parade grounds, a dispensary,
a mess hall, storerooms, etc., an imposing house for the
commanding officer, a quartermaster's storehouse, and outbuildings of various kinds. 8 The oldest landmark on the
grounds is a stone tablet now mounted on a knoll just north
of the entrance to the gymnasium building at the west end
of the parade ground on which is chiseled:
1827
.J 8D'erson Barracks
6th Infantry

This tablet is eroded and part of the lettering obliterated. 9
Except for occasional calls for troops to guard against
Indian uprisings and excursions to the frontier, nothing
noteworthy occurred for a time in or around the Barracks.
Colonel William Jenkins Worth arrived on the post early in
1840 with the 8th Infantry, departing shortly afterward,
ahead of his command, for Tampa, Florida. He was followed by his regiment led by Lieutenant Colonel Newman
C. Clarke. Both were to wear the stars of generals for
gallantry in the Mexican War.
During the year a tract in the northeast portion of the
Barracks containing approximately 110 acres was set aside
for ordnance supply depots, principally for powder in connection with the SC:Louis arsenal.
8. None of the buildings remain (1943).
9. In 1937 a replica made by the W. P. A. was placed at the south entrance to
the gymnasium building.

JEFFERSON BARRACKS

201
The sun dial that now stands in the rear of the present
headquarters building on a bluff overlooking the Mississippi,
also one of the oldest landmarks on the post,. was placed
in 1841. For many years it was the official chronometer
of the post. Another feature Of that period was a nine-acre
garden in which the officers and men took considerable
pride. In it were raised most of the vegetables needed to
supply the garrison.
The entire 6th Infantry that had left the Barracks in
February 1836 returned from Florida on March 20, 1842.
The regiment had· suffered much loss of men, and those
surviving were badly in need of rest and recuperation.
General Atkinson, himself in poor health, was greatly
distressed by the condition of his men. On April 16, 1842,
the 6th was sent by transport to Fort ;Lawson, Choctaw
Nation,· Indian Territory, and he bade a last farewell to
his regiment after having been its commander for 28 years.
From Fort Lawson the regiment was distributed to various
posts in the territory.
On June 14 the General died, ending an Army career
of thirty-four years, which included sixteen years as actual
commanding officer of Jefferson Barracks from the time
of its establishment in 1826. He was buried in St. Louis
with full military honors. General Atkinson was a soldier
devoted to his duty and to those who served with him. He
was not a publicist; obtaining data about him· and his activities is a difficult task. That he had no civil ambitions is
attested by the fact that he was offered but declined the
governorship of the Iowa Territory in 1838.
Colonel David E. Twiggs was the only field officer at
the Barracks when General Atkinson died, and he assumed
temporary command until the arrival of Lieutenant Colonel
Stephen Watts Kearny. On Kearny fell the responsibility
of carrying out the program of expansion which the General
had planned. The building in the present Reception Center,
described as the "old headquarters," was reconstructed.
It is the oldest building standing on the post, although no
information is available as to when the original structure
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was erected. It is said that the basement was used as a
prison, and the story has been handed down that in 1832
Black Hawk was confined in a cell which still exists.
The stone building across the street to the north was
erected in 1842 and became ordnance headquarters that
year. The stone storehouse now used as a powder magazine was also built in 1842 at a cost of $35,000. It stands
on an eminence about 800 yards southeast of the Reception
Center and is now surrounded by a stone wall. A tunnel
runs from, beneath this building to the banks of the Mississippi River. Through it ammunition and supplies unloaded
from boats were transported to the building. The first of
the powder depots to be built sits in a deep sink about 200
yards south of the storehouse and is completely obscured
on all sides. It cost $45,000 and was not completed until
1843. A remarkable feature of this building as well as
four others constructed in similar sinks during the period
from 1865 to 1867 is the natural drainage provided by deep
crevices in the rock formation beneath the surface.10 The
powder depots were all connected by tunnels.
The 1st Dragoons were back at the Barracks in July,
1842, after nearly four years of continuous service on the /
western frontiers. They had blazed trails through uncharted
regions, established outposts, convoyed immigrants and
trade caravans, and subdued Indian uprisings.
The 4th Infantry arrived from Florida in August and
with it was Brevet Second Lieutenant James Longstreet,
of whom much was to be heard later in the Mexican War,
and as "Old Pete," a Lieutenant General, in the Confederate
C'
Army.
With the arrival of the 3rd Infantry under Lieutenant
Colonel Ethan Allen Hitchcock on April 22, 1843, Jefferson
Barracks became for a time the largest military establishment in the United States. Two companies of the 3rd
Infantry were soon moved to Fort Leavenworth and sixteen
companies of the-4th and 8th were organized into a school
for brigade drill by Colonel Kearny.
10. This advantage is useful even in present activities (1943). in connection
with camouBage and other training.
I
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On September 30, 1843, Ulysses S. Grant, cadet and
second lieutenant, arrived on the post on his first assignment from West Point and was assigned to the 4th Infantry.
Grant arrived on his own steed expecting to be assigned
to the Dragoons, but the powers that be had other ideas.
Winfield Scott Hancock, cadet, was made a second lieutenant on July 1, 1844, and was assigned to the 6th Infantry,
beginning what was to prove to be another brilliant career
under the stern discipline and able tutelage of the post
commander, Colonel Kearny.
The shadow of war with Mexico was hanging over the
country as early as April 23, 1844, when General Taylor
was ordered to take command of the First Department with
headquarters at Fort Jesup, Louisiana. Orders were issued
for the mobilization of the "Army of Observation" at or
near that point. Eight companies of the 4th Infantry at
the Barracks were ordered to join Taylor's command.
Lieutenant Grant was away on leave when his regiment was ordered to move out. He returned immediately,
obtained an extension of his leave, and proceeded to call
on Miss Julia Dent, sister of Lieutenant Dent, a classmate
at West Point. The Dent family were at their country place,
White Haven, about five miles from the post. When Grant
reached Gravois Creek, he found it swollen by recent rains
and was forced to swim his hol-se. As a result, the irrepressible lover had to borrow dry clothes from Lieutenant Dent
when he reached White Haven. His ardor was not dampened, however, and he was richly rewarded. Before he
rode away to join his regiment, Julia Dent had agreed to
become Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant.
In October Kearny, now a full colonel, returned from
an expedition to the Rocky Mountains with five companies
of the 1st Dragoons. The expedition had covered nearly
3,000 miles.
The entire· 3rd Infantry, under Lieutenant Colonel
Ethan Allen Hitchcock, followed the 4th to Louisiana in a
short time. There the troops wiled away nearly a year in
and around Fort Jesup. Texas had been recognized as an
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independent republic by the United States, England, and
France, but in spite of the defeat of Santa Anna at San
Jacinto it was still claimed by Mexico. The republic had
applied for admission to the Union, and annexation by
the United States awaited only formal acceptance by the
Texas Congress of terms laid down by the Congress of the
United States. Mexico was on the alert awaiting final
action.
On May 28, 1845, General Taylor was notified to prepare his troops for immediate embarkation and to be in
readiness to defend the territory about to become a part
of the United States. Annexation was ratified in July. It
was to be a full year, however, before hostilities began.
In the meantime, following the departure of the 3rd
and 4th Infantry from the Barracks, the 1st Infantry, under
command of Colonel Ivan H. Davenport, replaced them,
maintaining detachments at Fort Scott, Kansas, and at
Fort Snelling, Minnesota.
The year 1846 was a period of great activity at the
Barracks and an anxious time for the nation because of the
Mexican situation. On April 23, the 1st Dragoons were
transferred to Fort Leavenworth. On June 30, Kearny,
promoted to Brigadier General, was given command of the
Northern Wing of the Army of the West. Major Richard
B. Mason, who had been at the post when the Dragoons were
organized in 1833, succeeded General Kearny as commander
of the 1st Dragoons.
In the meantime, the outlook for President Polk's hopes
fora diplomatic settlement of difficulties with Mexico had
virtually faded away. Proposals for a friendly arbitration
of boundary disputes were ignored. American blood was
shed on "American" soil in April and on May 11, 1846,
General Taylor's troops clashed with Mexican forces at Palo
Alto; on May 13 war was declared on Mexico.
Missouri-Was requisitioned for 1.200 volunteers for an
enlistment of six months at $7.00 per month. Three St.
Louis companies reporting to the Barracks on May 12 were
mustered in and embarked for New Orleans on the morning
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of the 12th. Three companies of the 64th Missouri Militia
which had arrived on the 16th were consolidated with five
companies of volunteers which had been mobilized in St.
Louis and were shipped for New Orleans on the 23rd. After
departing, these troops were organized into a regiment
which was designated the "St. Louis Legion."
On May 19, Congress had passed an act authorizing
the organization of the ~rd Regiment of Cavalry and substituting the name "Cavalry" for "Dragoons." The two regiments previously created were numbered in the order of
their formation. Jefferson Barracks was designated as the
depot for eight companies to be raised in Ohio, Illinois,
Kentucky, and Missouri. Only two companies were to be
organized in the east.
On June 18, Braxton Bragg, who had been promoted
to captain, was put in charge of the reorganization of
Batteries Band C of the 3rd Artillery on the post. The
result was Bragg's famous battery. He left shortly afterwards to join General Taylor in Mexico and became an outstanding hero of the war.
On June 29, General Kearny, commander of the Northern Wing of the Army of the West, departed westward via
the Santa Fe Trail with 1,528 men. This expedition was to
add what is now New Mexico, Arizona, and California to
the United States after difficulties with Mexico were settled.
Recruiting of the 3rd Cavalry continued throughout
the summer. The 1st Cavalry proceeded to Bent's Fort on
the Arkansas River in Colorado under Philip· St. George
Cooke, where it joined General Kearny's command.
Captain Edwin Voss Sumner was promoted to major
and remained at the Barracks, taking charge of· recruiting
for the 3rd until the arrival of Colonel Persifer F. Smith.
He then rejoined the 2nd, serving with it throughout the
Mexican War. That Major Sumner was a strict disciplinarian is indicated by the remarks of an old Army surgeon
who said, "Companies would go to drill with full complements of officers, and return under command of brevet second lieutenants, and all of the seniors having been relieved
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by the stern old Major for inefficiency. The regiment was
chaffed for a time as the 'Kangaroo Regiment.''' It will be
recalled that the Major had also been at the post when the
Dragoons were organized in 1833.
By October, nine cOInpanies of the 3rd had been fully
recruited at the post and had left for New Orleans under
the command of Colonel Benjamin L. E. Bonneville.
Brigadier General Kearny, former commander of the
post, had been successful in the New Mexico and California
theaters of the war and had been joined by Colonel John
C. Fremont. Difficulties soon arose between the two officers.
The General ordered Fremont to return to St. Louis, where
he was placed under arrest at the Barracks pending trial.
Many officers were ordered to attend the hearing. Among
them were Major Cook, Major Mason, and Captain Turner.
Cook had previously been stationed at the post as a first
lieutenant in 1833, and in 1846 had left to join Kearny in
Colorado. Found guilty, Fremont resigned from the Army.
President Polk intervened, however, and the penalty was
remitted. Fremont returned to California, and on the
state's admission into the Union in 1849 became its first
United States Senator. In 1856 he received the Republican
nomination for President.
General Kearny, having completed the occupation of
California, was promoted to Major General and made Governor of the district of Vera Cruz in "Mexico. Major Mason,
who had succeeded him in the 1st Dragoons in 1846, again
succeeded him in California.
During the summer of 1846! four companies of the 1st
Infantry left the Barracks to join General Taylor's forces
in Mexico. Troop B, of the 1st Cavalry, was reorganized
at the post in February 1847, and left on April 10 for
Albuquerque, New Mexico, to be joined in September by
Troop K, reorganized at the Barracks in August.
Enlistments of "the-Missouri volunteers had been for
only six months, and between August 9 and August 29,
1847, members of the St. Louis Legion returned to the
Barracks and were immediately mustered out of the service.
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The war did not end until the fall of Mexico City on
September 14, 1847. Through this victory the prestige of
the United states was raised high among the nations of
the world. Over a million and a half square miles of land
had been added to its territory, and no single spot in the
Union could lay claim to a greater share in the glory of
the accomplishment than could Jefferson Barracks. It was
there that the outstanding figures in the brilliant achievement had received their training and seasoning.
In November Brevet Brigadier General David Emanuel
Twiggs, who as a colonel assumed command of the post on
the death' of General Atkinson in ·1842, was made commander of the Department of the West with headquarters
at the post. Twiggs had left the post in 1837 for Florida
and the Seminole Wars with the rank of captain. He afterwards returned to the Barracks.u
.. Many others of the men who have been mentioned or
who passed through the Barracks during these turbulent
times appeared again at the post. In all wars in which
this country has taken part, Jefferson Barracks has been a
hub of activity, drawing to it the men who make the Army
a business as well a3 those who heed their nation's call in
time of need. By this time the post was losing some of
its importance. Missouri was now safe from outside conquest and military protection wa~ no longer necessary. As
a central base for Western forces, however, the Barracks
continued to reign as the queen of Army posts and its commanders were men of ma:rked ability.
Under date of June 8 orders were received providing
that the 6th, 7th, 8th, and Mounted Rifles should assemble
at the Barracks under General Kearny. The 3rd Cavalry
arrived home from Vera Cruz on July 24, 1848. It had
suffered severely both from battle casualties and from
deaths caused by· disease. Lieutenant Colonel Loving was
in command and Lieutenant Winfield Scott Hancock, who
had been a cadet at the post in 1844, was regimental quartermaster. On July 27 the 6th Infantry arrived from Vera
11. Twiggs was later connected with the surrender of Texas to the Confederates.

208

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

Cruz via New Orleans. Its strength, too, was badly depleted,
and as a great many of its members had enlisted only for
the duration, arrival at the post meant a heavy termination
of enlistments. The 8th Infantry arrived by steamer on
August 1 and three months later was transferred to Fort
Lavaca. There one-third of the regiment was claimed in a
short time by an epidemic of cholera.
Ulysses S. Grant, who had been promoted to first lieutenant, returned on August 22 and was married to Miss
Julia Dent. Brevet Captain Longstreet, who had been a
brevet second lieutenant at the Barracks in 1842, was among
the officers present and acted as best man. 12 In 1843, while
Grant was at the Barracks, it is said that he had difficulties
with a Captain Robert Buchanan. Later, on the Pacific
Coast, further difficulties developed between the two men.
Buchanan preferred charges and Grant resigned in 1852.
Troop F of the 1st Cavalry had arrived in July 1848,
and headquarters of the regiment was transferred to the
Barracks in September. Troop B arrived in October and
Troop K in November.
Major General Kearny returned to the Barracks in
precarious health, the result of yellow fever contracted in
Mexico, and died on October 30, 1848. Major Edwin Voss
Sumner, as commanding officer of the post, provided the
escort for hiB funeral on N'ovember 2.
The ranks of the 3rd Cavalry had been filled by recruiting at the Barracks under the command of Lieutenant
Colonel Loving. The organization was ordered to establish
a fort at Vancouver, Washington, and left on July 17, 1849.

12. Grant was later transferred to Sackett's Harbor and then to Walla Walla,
Washington.
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NEW MEXICO'S PIONEER BANK AND BANKERS
By

PAUL

A. F.

WALTER

HE First National Bank of Santa Fe, chartered three
quarters of a century ago, was founded under extraordinary circumstances in an unusual environment by four
men who would have been deemed remarkable in any place
at any time. The story of the early days of the Bank is a
drama of a struggle for land, wealth and power on the
frontier, a saga as romantic as any recorded in the pioneer
history of the West.
The Bank owes its creation to the wealth brought to
Lucien B. Maxwell by his sale of the Maxwell Land Grant,
a domain of 1,714,764.93 acres in northern New Mexico, a
gift made under Mexican law by Govertior Manuel Armijo
on January 11, 1841, to Charles Hipolyte Trotier, Sieur de
Beaubien, a French Canadian, and to Guadalupe Miranda,
a citizen of Mexico. Beaubien bought Miranda's half interest in the Grant from the latter for less than three thousand
dollars. Having married Lui, Beaubien's daughter, Maxwell' through inheritance and purchase from the other
Beaubien heirs, acquired the entire Grant for less than fiftythousand dollars. True, there were other claimants than
the title holders, among them the Jicarilla Apaches, the Utes,
Mexican settlers as well as squatters from the States. However, Congress in 1860 confirmed the title, although litigation
over the Grant, its boundaries and owner:,?hip continued
until May 27, 1887, when the United States Supreme Court
finally confirmed the title in the Maxwell Land Grant
Company, the Court holding: "We are entirely satisfied
that the Grant, as confirmed by the action of Congress, is a
valid grant; that the survey and the patent issued upon it
are entirely free from any fraud on the part of the grantees
or those claiming under them; and that the decision could
be no other than that which the learned judge of the circuit
court below made, and which this court affirmed."
William A. Keleher, historian, in his interesting Max-
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well Land Grant, expresses doubt that Maxwell "had the

faintest conception, when he first settled on the Grant, of
its potential acreage, being under the impression probably
for many years that it contained between 32,000 acres
and 97,424 acres, or twenty-two Spanish leagues." Continues Keleher: "Nevertheless, people of Maxwell's time
lived to see the day when the grant was legally declared to
embrace a total of 1,714,764.93 acres of land. The Grant
held within its boundaries chains of mountains, rivers,
creeks, wide valleys, thousands upon thousands of acres of
fine grazing land, important mineral deposits [gold, coal,
etc.], great areas of standing timber."
The uncertainty about the boundaries of the Grant was
resolved for the time being in 1869, through a survey by
William W.Griffin and John T. Elkins, who fnterpreted
the land marks, vaguely designated in the original Grant,
to include the vast domain finally adjudicated. John T.
Elkins was a brother of Stephen Benton Elkins, law partner
of Thomas Benton Catron, who as legal advisers of Lucien
B. Maxwell, persuaded the latter to grant an option for the
sale of the Grant for $650,000 to Charles F. Holly, later to
become cashier of the First National Bank, Jerome B. Chaffee and George M. Chilcott. The option was taken up when
the Grant was sold to British interests, early in 1870, for
$1,350,000. Maxwell executed the deed on April 30, 1870,
the deed being assigned to the Maxwell Land Grant and
Railway Company of which Stephen B. Elkins was president, and which promptly mortgaged the grant for some
$3,500,000. John: S. Watts, former territorial supreme
court justice and delegate to Congress, who became vicepresident of the Bank, was one of the directors of the Company. Some years later, Catron bought in the Grant at a
tax sale. Suffice it to record, that of those who figured
in the transaction, Maxwell, Elkins, Catron, Griffin, Watts
and Holly became directors and officers of the Bank, Maxwell providing the cash~for the entire capital of $150,000.
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Lucien Benjamin Maxwell.
Frontiersman, hunter, trapper, scout, pathfinder and
pioneer cattle raiser and horseman as well as capitalis~
and banker, Lucien Benjamin Maxwell, boon companion
and life-long friend of Kit Carson, was born on September
14, 1818, at Kaskaskia, Illinois, scion of a distinguished and
cultured family of Irish and French origin. He received
what in those days was considered a good education.
Stockily built) he was 5 feet 10% inches in height, had
blue eyes, brown, curly hair and a fair skin. Seeking adventure, he met General John Charles Fremont in St. Louis
in 1842 and was hired by him as a hunter on his first two
western expeditions. It was in that period that Maxwell
settled in Taos and it was there he met Luz, daughter of
Beaubien, marrying her in 1844. Beaubien, a prosperous
merchant and contractor, who after the American occupation was named a judge of the territorial supreme court,
entrusted Maxwell with the management of his mercantile
business and land enterprises. With Kit Carson, Maxwell
successfully trailed 5,500 sheep to California, selling them
for $5.50 a head and netting a handsome profit. Maxwell
became fluent in Spanish, was a favorite of the Mexican
population whose Penitente rites he was privileged to
attend. The Pueblo Indians, Apaches, Utes, Navajoes and
Comanches, who came to Taos to trade, held him in high
esteem and he enjoyed their confidence.
In 1847, moving eastward over the mountains onto
the Grant, Maxwell built himself an adobe home of some
forty rooms at Rayado, then a military post. Kit Carson,
living in a more modest adobe house, was a neighbor. Later
in the fifties, Maxwell duplicated his Rayado mansion at
Cimarron, where his bountiful hospitality earned the gratitude and praise of travelers over the Santa Fe· Trail. He
founded the town of Cimarron in 1859, made it the county
seat of the new county of Colfax, and had himself elected
probate judge. Many are the romantic incidents,-including the runaway marriage of his own daughter to an army
offlcer,--some tragic, some pathetic, some thrilling and
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bloody, told of life at Cimarron, but in the main existence
was idyllic. The discovery of gold on the Grant made
Maxwell a rich man long before the sale of the Grant,
although in later years the wealth derived from coal mines
on the Grant by its new owners, was more than that derived
from the gold. Henry Inman, in his classic The Old Santa
Fe Trail, reports: "Maxwell was rarely, as far as my
observation extended, without a large amount of money in
his possession. He had no safe, however, his only place of
temporary deposit for the accumulated cash being the bot~
tom drawer of an old bureau in the large room . . ., which
was the most antiquated concern of common pine imaginable. There were only two other drawers in thisolQfashioned piece of furniture, and neither of them possessed
a lock. The third, or lower, the one that contained the
money, did, but it was absolutely worthless, being one of
the cheapest pattern and affording not the slightest security; besides, the drawers above it could be pulled out,
exposing the treasure immedi~tely beneath to the cupidity
of anyone. I have frequently seen as much as thirty
thousand dollars-gold, silver, greenbacks and government
checks-at one time in that novel depository. Occasionally
these large sums remained there for several days, yet there
was never any extra precaution taken to prevent its abstraction; doors were always open and the room free of access
to everyone, as usual. I once suggested to Maxwell the
propriety of purchasing a safe for the better security of
his money, but he only smiled, while a strange, resolute look
flashed from his dark eyes, as he said: 'God help the man
who attempted to rob me and I knew him!' "
Another phase of Maxwell's many-faceted career was
that of a successful grower of livestock, his cattle and sheep
grazing literally upon a thousand hills. As a breeder of
fine· horses, his passion was racing his horses against all
comers, from _St. ~oui~ to Santa Fe, for large purses of
money. A Santa Fe newspaper records such a race as
follows: "A race between Maxwell's mare 'Fly' and Ben
Dowell's 'Kit' came off today. There was great excitement

HUGH H. MAXWELL
FATHER
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and people came from many miles in all directions to see
the race. Probably twenty-five thousand dollars changed
hands on the result of the race. Charlie Kitchen, Shelby and
others were backing Maxwell's 'Fly' and Ben Dowell, Jack
Davis and r-lany others were backing Dowell's 'Kit'. The
judges decided 'Fly' had twelve feet the start and 'Kit'
came out about fifteen feet ahead. After the first race,
another race was run between Maxwell's Nolan horse and
Ben Dowell's Stallion 'Ned' in which Maxwell's horse came
out a considerable distance ahead." The race was run
around the Plaza. A local paper commented: "The practice of racing horses furiously through the streets is still
indulged in, and on Saturday last an old man was knocked
down by a reckless rider and' seriously injured. We ask
that the law be enforced against these gentry."
Maxwell, in 1870, was having trouble with his Indian
friends at Cimarron. It was reported: "Utes restless
because of recent sale of the Maxwell estate, they claiming
it as their property. The truth of the matter is this, that
Mr. Maxwell has sold out and intends leaving the country
and as he has so long acted as sort of a foster father
to them they dislike the idea of losing him. For several
years past they have been receiving their rations issued
every ten days at Cimarron and also have been procuring
liquor from some source. This with the change of proprietorship and loss of their hunting grounds has rendered
them very troublesome and impudent going so far on one
occasion as to threaten Maxwell's life and breaking the
windows of his store rooms." Thus it happened, on the
very day that Maxwell had elected himself president of
The First National Bank of Santa Fe, he was compelled in
self-defense to shoot one of his Indian friends. Said the
report: "Party of drunken Apaches attempted to break
into Maxwell's store but were prevented. One of them
seized the muzzle of Maxwell's gun from under his buffalo
robe. The gun went off and killed the Indian."
After the sale of the Maxwell Grant, Maxwell established a ranch at Fort Sumner, where he died on July 25,
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1875, at the early age of 57, disillusioned, and as report
had it, from illness caused by homesickness for his beloved
Cimarron.

Stephen Benton Elkins.
Next to Maxwell, whom he succeeded as president of
The First National Bank, it was Stephen Benton Elkins
who was instrumental in creating the pioneer national bank
of the Southwest. In fact, it was he who originated the
idea of a bank in the territorial capital. The career of
Elkins was even more colorful than that of Maxwell. Born
in Perry County, Ohio, September 16, 1841, he accompanied
his parents to Missouri as a child. He was only 29 years
of age when he ousted Maxwell as the owner and president
of the Bank and elected himself its president. He had
graduated from the University of Missouri and was teaching school when at the outbreak of the Civil War he enlisted
in the Union army. He was captured early in the War by
Quantrill's Confederate guerillas and ordered shot as a
Union spy. His life was saved by two young men who
had been pupils of his, Cole and Jim Younger, later to
become widely known bandits, whom Elkins in later years
vainly sought to have pardoned. Captain Elkins came to
New Mexico in 1863 at the height of the Civil War and
the year in which the National Bank law was enacted.
Elected to the New Mexico legislature in 1866, he was appointed United States attorney for the Territory when
25 years old. He successively served two terms in the U. S.
House of Representatives from New Mexico and later, for
eighteen years, as U. S. Senator from West Virginia. As
chairman of the National Executive Committee, he was
held responsible for the nomination of James G. Blaine and
of Benjamin Harrison for the Presidency of the United
States, serving as Secretary of War in the latter's cabinet.
He gained-international fame when he entertained the
crown prince of Italy in his magnificent man~ion in Washington, D. C. The press reported the engagement of Katherine, the daughter of Elkins and his second wife (daugh-
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ter of Henry Gassaway Davis of West Virginia), to the
Duke d'Abruzzi, a match which was vetoed, so report had
it, by the Italian royal family. Elkins amassed immense
wealth and founded the town of Elkins in West Virginia.
Like Maxwell and Catron, Elkins spoke Spanish and was
so popular among the Spanish-speaking voters that he was
elected to Congress while away in Europe on his honeymoon
tour, writing from Amsterdam, Holland, in accepting the
nomination: "I am· convinced that there is no place like
New Mexico to live in; it is there that I have established
myself and there that I expect to live the balance of my
life." Nevertheless, he was reported by his political enemies
to have muffed the opportunity which the Territory had to
become a state in 1876 at the same time as Colorado,
necessitating 34 years of additional struggle before an
enabling act for New Mexico became law.

Thomas Benton Catron.
Thomas B. Catron, law partner of Elkins, had attended
the University of Missouri with him before the outbreak
of the Civil War. Although Elkins enlisted in the Union
army and Catron with the Confederates, both remained
fast friends. Catron, about the same age as Elkins, also
quickly gained prominence in New Mexico. He was attorney general of the Territory when Elkins was U. S. attorney
at the time the First National Bank was chartered in 1870.
Catron, too, was elected to Congress from New Mexico and,
when statehood came, to the U. S. Senate. He acquired
wealth and large land holdings, and for more than four
decades exercised great influence on the course of political
events in New Mexico. As one of the founders and directors
of the First National Bank he was very active in its management and its financial transactions.
Willialm W. Griffin.

As the fourth member Of the group, William W. Griffin,
U. S. surveyor,.was a Virginian born in 1830 in Clarksburg,
now in West Virginia. He came to New Mexico in 1860 by
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way of Little Rock and Galveston, walking a great part
of the way. He was prominent as a Mason and was president of the Santa Fe Tertio Millennial Exposition. Maxwell,
Elkins, Griffin, were successively presidents of the Bank
and Catron served intermittently as chairman of the board
of directors and brie'fly as vice-president.

Organized at Maxwell's Hacienda.
It was at Cimarron, some 150 miles north of Santa Fe,
on September 3, 1870, that the articles of association of
the First National Bank were executed. The papers,
undoubtedly drawn in the law office of Elkins and Catron
in Santa Fe, were in the usual form suggested by the
Comptroller of the Currency, with a unique interpolation or
two, such as that the seal adopted by the Bank shall be
"a wild Indian surrounded by 'The First National Bank,
Santa Fe,''' thus testifying to Maxwell's interest in the
aborigenes. The seal is still in use by the Bank. Maxwell
retained 1,270 shares of stock for himself and gave 200
shares to Charles F. Holly, 10 shares each to his son, Peter
M. Maxwell, Judge John S. Watts, and Henry A. Hooper,
all residents of Cimarron except Watts. These constituted
the stockholders as wen as the directors of the Bank, Lucien
B. Maxwell being designated as president, Watts as vicepresident .and Holly as cashier, all officers to act without
compensation until further orders. As far as the record
goes there were no further meetings of stockholders or
directors of the Bank until more than eight months later
when Elkins and Catron took over control of the Bank. In
fact, there would be ground for suspecting that Maxwell
and Elkins were the only persons present in the Maxwell
mansion when the stockholders, directors and officers were
named, were it not for the fact that Justice of the Peace
Jesus G. Abreu certified that all five stockholders and directors had appeared before him personally to affix their signature to the articles and to subscribe to the oath which was
the same as taken by nation~l bank directors at the present
day. The officers gave $50,000 bond for each other. Elkins
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and Delegate to Congress J. Francisco Chaves certified
"that the papers were executed before Jesus G. Abreu, a
justice of the peace, instead of a 'Judge, clerk or notary'
as no such officers could be obtained within fifty miles of
this place." It was ordered on motion of Judge Watts
"that certificates of stock to the amount of three thousand
shares be procured and have the impressions of the bank's
president's photograph engraved thereon." This was done,
a portrait of Maxwell smoking a cigar, appearing prominently on the 3,000 certificates, a number of which were
signed in blank by Maxwell. A similar portrait appeared
on the letterheads and other stationery of which a big
supply was printed but seldom used.
It was further ordered at this first meeting that the
officers demand that the Bank be designated as the U. S.
depository and that "the Bank procure on the best terms
possible the use of the depository in the Palace for banking
purposes." This effort to establish the Bank in the historic
Palace of the Governors, built in 1612 on the north side
of the Plaza, was frustrated by the military fiscal officers
who desired to retain this agency through which flowed
the public funds of the United States and the Territory.
It made up the military payrolls and issued exchange on
New York for a fee of one per cent, all this meaning much
prestige and additional income to the officers in charge.
Its disbursements for the fiscal year 1870-1871 were
$2,869,007.66.
Quoting Historian Lansing Bloom (in an unpublished
letter) :
"The U. S. Depository had occupied the southwest
corner of the Palace and had special vaults constructed
for its use. It had, however, discontinued to occupy the
space in the autumn of 1876. On May 3, 1877, the then
secretary of treasury leased the space formerly used by
the Depository to John Sherman, Jr., for a term of two
years. Sherman was then U. S. Marshal for the Territory
and it was expected that he would occupy the rooms. His
lease was renewed for three additional years, during which
time a financial institution, the Second National Bank,

,

,
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moved into the premises. When the extended lease expired
May 2, 1882, the bank gave notice that it had not vacated
and did not intend to vacate until ejected by due process
of law.
"The U. S. attorney was given instructions to commence legal proceedings, but on May 10, 1882, the bank
addressed a letter to the postmaster general saying that it
only wanted to remain in the building for eight or ten
months more while it was consttucting a new bank building (the Spiegelberg block on the south side of the Plaza,
now the Masonic block) and that it would pay $75 for the
privilege. Lehman Spiegelberg, an officer of the bank, on
July 5, wrote Tranquilino Luna, then delegate in congress,
saying that the new bank building would be completed by
the first of January and that all the bank wanted was an
extension until that date.
"But that did not prove to be the case. The postmaster
general, T. D. Hour, on January 6, 1883, asked the Secretary of the Interior to set aside the old depository space for
a postoffice and the following day, Henry M. Teller, secretary of the interior, sent instructions to the secretary of
the Territory to make the space available to the postmaster.
A month later, an inspector from the postoffice department
informed his chief that he had been in Santa Fe waiting for
the Second National Bank to move and that 'the bank
moved late Saturday night" but failed to deliver peaceable
possession to the department when the bank building was
ready to be occupied. D. K. Osborne, a clerk of the Texas,
Santa Fe and Northern Railway, headed by T. B. Catron,
had jumped the property as a squatter. William Breeden
was retained to defend him and Breeden was also the
regularly retained attorney for the bank, as well as an
occupant of rooms in the Palace." Eventually, however,
the postoffice moved in and was still an occupant when
the present president of the Bank was Santa Fe's postmaster from~-1902 to 1909, and lived with his family for a
year in the Palace, in rooms adj oining the postoffice.
In a letter dated September 8, 1870, to Hon. H. R.
Hulburd, Comptroller of the Currency, Maxwell stated
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that he enclosed various documents certifying to the organization of The First National Bank of Santa Fe and "One
hundred and twenty;.five thousand dollars in United States
Five-seventy registered bonds * * * intended to procure
at the earliest possible date all the circulation to which said
bank is entitled by law." He wrote further: "This is the
only bank in the Territory of New Mexico or within four
hundred miles of Santa Fe, and it is our purpose to manage
it in strict conformity with the law and your instructions,
and we w~ll be much obliged if you will aid us with such
information and facilities as will enable us to properly
and successfully conduct this new enterprise."
Difficult Going.

It was more than three months later, on December 13,
1870, that the charter, No. 1750, 'was issued. Of the first
1750 national panks, only 537 have survived to date. Seven
attempts were made to organize banks in Santa Fe from
1863, when the territorial legislature chartered a bank a
few months after the Confederates had evacuated Santa Fe,
until the twenties in this century, when Santa Fe had three
banks, two of them state-chartered, only the First National
Bank surviving.
In December 1870, CharlesF. Holly, cashier, made the
long wearisome journey, partly by stage coach, to New
York, to see what could be done to expedite the granting of
the charter and the issuing of currency to the Bank. It was
not until February 20, 1871, that the currency, $135,000 in
Fives, Tens, Twenties and Fifties, was received in Santa Fe.
Of the difficulties that had to be surmounted in transporting
money to Santa Fe, the Daily N ew Mexican reported "Three
ambulances with an escort of 25 soldiers came in this afternoon bringing a large sum of money for the U. S. Depository
in this place. The money was sent from Washington in
charge of three gentlemen connected with the Treasury, and
has been brought safely through. We learn that most of
the money now in the Depository is to be replaced by the
more recent issues of the Treasury brought by these gentle-
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men and the Depository furnished with ample funds to
meet all the demands of the government. The party was ten
days on the road between Forts Lyon and Union and experienced disagreeable weather throughout the entire trip. The
troops were in charge of Captain Gagsby, 3d U.S. Infantry
and the three Treasury gentlemen were S. A. Johnson, S. S.
Gregory and C. E. Coon." The night they arrived the temperature in Santa Fe dropped to ten degrees below zero.
It was still a long wait until the Bank attempted to
open for business. In the meanwhile, Elkins had been
elected president of the "New Mexico Immigration Society"
at a convention in the Senate chamber in the Palace, primarily to induce settlement on the Maxwell Grant. Editorialized the New Mexican, after stating that the convention was
"the most pitiful and ludicrous farce ever enacted in New
Mexico" : "Of idlers, bummers and adventurers, and men
who want to profit by or live on the toil and industry of
others, without adding anything to the common weal and the
growth of the country, we have by far too many already."
The Bank rented a small storeroom on April 15, 1871,
in the two story Don Fernando Delgado building, on the
west side of the Plaza. It was three days later, on April
18, 1871, or more than seven months after the Bank had been
organized, that it opened f()r business. The furniture and
equipment cost $622.38 of which $400 was for a secondhand
iron safe. Among the first expense items entered in the
huge leather-bound ledger was fifty cents for two burro
loads of wood and $1.50 for repairing the high stool on which
the cashier sat behind the high wooden counter. Among
other early expenditures were $6.00 for a gold pen and $2.50
for a microscope. A kerosene lamp and candles furnished
light on dark days and evenings.
However, the populace, unused to banking facilities,
except through merchants and the U. S. depository, did not
flock to patronize the Bank. Other trouble, too, suddenly
loomed above the horizon. Elkins, Catron and Griffin,-evidently miffed because Maxwell' had overlooked them in distributing the bank stock and naming the directors and officers, organized a rival bank of which a Santa Fe newspaper
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on March 23, 1871, stated: "The National Bank of New
Mexico has been authorized by the Treasury Department
and preparations for business will soon be perfected. The
members of the association are, without exception, gentlemen of the highest character, men of large business experience, unquestionable integrity and sound financial condition. The new bank will probably have a monopoly of business in this Territory."
The time had come, evidently, for a showdown between
the two groups. No meeting of the stockholders and directors had been held since the First National Bank had been
organized eight months before. But now an advertisement
appeared in the Santa Fe Post,. calling a meeting of the five
directors, who were also the stockholders, on May 3, 1871.
Maxwell, ostensibly busy with mining interests in southern
New Mexico, failed to appear, so that neither a quorum of
directors nor·· majority of stockholders were present.
Recess was taken day after day by Watts and Holly until
May 10, when Maxwell attended and thus created the legal
quorum of directors and majority of stock. But again
recess was taken day after day until May 17, when Maxwell
was willing to surrender control of the Bank to Elkins and
his associates, fondly called "the Santa Fe Gang" by· their
opponents, while Maxwell and his associates were "the
Cimarron Crowd." .Elkins voted 900 of the 1,500 shares,
Catron 250 shares, Griffin 100 shares. L. B. Maxwell retained 10 shares for the moment but absented himself; his
ten shares being voted by Holly, who too held on to ten
shares for the time being. The only other stockholder present was S. B. Wheelock, 20 shares, a member of the legislature, and belonging to the Elkins-Catron-Griffin combine.
Nine directors were chosen: Jose L. Perea, Manuel A. Otero,
F. A. Manzanares, S. B. Elkins, T. B. Catron, S. B.
Wheelock, J. L. Johnson, William W. Griffin, and John
Pratt. The only other but, perhaps, significant action
of the meeting was the adoption of a by-law: "No
officers of this association shall endorse any paper presented
to the Bank for discount or sale, without the consent of the
Board of directors." The directors then elected Elkins,
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president; Jose L.. Perea, vice-president; William W. Griffin,
cashier; S. B.Wheelock, assistant cashier. One of the first
actions of the Board was the adoption of a. resolution authorizing the purchase of gold at not less than three per cent. below the market price in New York. A scale to weigh the
gold was added to equipment and is still a prized possession
of the Bank. Elkins, the next day, brought gold dust and
nuggets to the Bank for sale, and one of the other two directods proved his confidence in the Bank by borrowing $3,000
on his note on that same day. The Bank, a short time later,
moved into its second home, one door north of its first quarters, adjoining what is today the Cassell Block on the northwest corner of the Plaza, just acquired for its proposed new
building by the Bank.
The Bank's first statement published June 10, 1871,
showed deposits of $22,712.63 (present deposits more than
one thousand times as great), loans and discounts
$33,486.66, or fifty per cent. more than its deposits (at present loans and discounts are more than sixty times as great
but only nine per cent. of deposits.) In August 1, 1871,
the directors declared the first dividend, 4 per cent. on the
$150,000 capital. Since then, the $150,000 invested by Maxwell have earned more than $1,800,000 in cash and stock
dividends, or more than 1,200 per cent. The Bank has always paid .cash on demand, never has resorted to re-organization or preferred stock issues. It has served not only the
public, but commonwealth, county, arid community in many
a crisis by advancing cash in emergencies to save the public
credit and took on deficiency certificates and bonds when
there was no market for them elsewhere. This in addition
to selling to the public and pUrchasing for itself tens of millions of dollars of U. S. War, Savings and other bonds and
aiding local enterprises in the same manner.

Santa Fe and the World in 1870 and 1871
A more inauspicious time to engage in banking enterprise in New Mexico than 1870 and 1871 is difficult to
imagine. The money panic of 1869 had left its mark on the
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financial resources of the Nation. The world was very much
in turmoil. The Franco-Prussian War set in motion the
chain of French-German animosity which culminated in
World War II. The payment of a Billion Dollars in gold
by France in reparations to Germany left financial circles
aghast for so huge a sum as a Billion Dollars was deemed
simply unthinkable by bankers of that day. The demonetization of silver by Germany and the United States
and the panic of 1873, followed by five years of depression,
were echoes of the War. News of the first German victory
over France in 1870, and the surrender of Napoleon III at
Sedan, a day before the Fir~t National Bank was organized,
were celebrated in Santa Fe by a torch light procession
around the Plaza and an address by Governor Pile. Revolutions were aflame in Mexico, Cuba and Spain. Russia
threatened world peace by wanting to interfere on behalf
of France while Great Britain favored Germany. War between the United States and England seemed probable over
the Alabama claims, the northwest boundary dispute with
Canada, .the Fisheries controversy and the Fenian invasIon
into Canada from the United States. The emperor of Germany, called in as arbitrator in the boundary dispute ruled
in favor of the United States. The surrender of Rome by
the Papal troops to the King of Italy" was unpleasant news
to Santa Fe's Catholic hierarchy and preponderant Catholic
population. The world in 1870 and 1871, as viewed from
Santa Fe, seemed as much askew as it does in A. D. 1946.
In the United States, yellow fever broke out in New
York and other seaboard cities. The Ku-Klux clan was
rampant in the South and Reconstruction in the former
Confederate states led to underground warfare and extreme
political bitterness. A statehood bill for New Mexico,
changing its name to "Lincoln", had been reported favorably in the U. S. Senate. A constitutional convention was
to be held in Santa Fe. The territorial legislature in session
.was disrupted by partisan strife, so much so, that a Las
Cruces newspaper commented: "But the climax of this infamous scheme was reached when the chief justice of this
territory sent his marshal into the house of representatives
PIONEER BANK AND BANKERS
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to forcibly drag its members from their seats when in session and put on the finishing touch of disorganization. Has
the chief justice of New Mexico the power granted him to
Ku-Klux the legislative assembly of this Territory? Are
its members to be dragged from their seats at his will, and
treated as criminals, because he thinks they will have the
hardihood to express their appreciation of his merits as a
man and a judge?" The Chicago fire gave the First
National Bank an opportunity to head a subscription list
for the sufferers and it sent on more than a thousand
dollars to the relief committee.
The Santa Fe Railroad in 1870 had reached Newton,
Kansas, 652 miles from Santa Fe, the place which had given
its name to the enterprise and for which it was headed. It
was stymied at Newton for two years for lack of funds.
Nine years later the Santa Fe won the race with the Denver
and Rio Grande Railroad for Raton Pass. In 1880, the first
train puffed into Santa Fe, the First National Bank having
headed the movement for a $150,000 bond issue to build the
branch line from Lamy and thus averting the contemplated
removal of the Capital to Albuquerque. The census of 1870
credited New Mexico with 86,245 inhabitants, the territory
retaining its lead as the most populous commonwealth in
the inter-mountain region, Colorado being second with
39,681 and Idaho third with 14,886.
Santa Fe's population in 1870 was 4,765, it being the
largest town in a vast region. Albuquerque first appeared
in the census twenty years later with 3,785 inhabitants.
Indian raids and massacres disturbed and distressed
the Southwest. There was complaint in New Mexico over
the burden of taxation, the annual expenditures of the Territory having increased to $40,000 according to the newspapers ($43,144,838 annually at present). Of the $40,000
cost of New Mexico's government seventy-five years ago,
$16,000 was-derived from property tax and $24,000 from
licenses, Santa Fe county's share of the total being $2,868.
The military telegraph line had been built into Santa Fe
under the command of Colonel Max Frost. A United States
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Weather Bureau was established with Observer J. P. Clung
in charge. Santa Fe, and no other place in New Mexico,
for that matter, had paved streets, very few sidewalks and
.these of rough planks. The highways throughout the Territory were mere trails in most .part, impassable after rains
or snows. There were no telephones, nor gas nor electric
lights nor power, nor sanitation, nor public school system,
nor public institutions, nor stenographers, nor typewriters,
nor bookkeeping machines, nor cash registers, and of course,
no railroads, no automobiles, no radio, no motion pictures.
Those who sigh for "the good old days in Santa Fe" do not
remember the frightful children's death rate, the annual
spring recurrence of small pox and fall outbreak of typhoid
fever, the lack of public health service and the scarcity of
physicians and nurses. They do not recall the pest-house
on the southern lorna and the pauper cemetery on the northern outskirts, the inconvenience of travel on stage coach,
buckboard or bullock cart, and the lack of many comforts
which today are essential to living.
Yet, Santa Fe was then as now, the gateway to a land
of romance, the Ultima Thule of many a seeker for the picturesque and the charm of frontier life among Indians and
descendants of Conquistadores and Pioneers glorified in
song and story.

A DIARY OF KIT CARSON'S NAVAHO CAMPAIGN,
1863-1864
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Navaho campaign, one of Kit Carson's most famous
T
accomplishments, is probably the first introduction of
the use of scorched-earth tactics in Southwestern Indian
HE

warfare. In pursuit of orders from General James H. Carleton, commanding officer of the Department, Kit Carson
with his command of First New Mexico Volunteers during
the summer and fall of 1863 ravaged the Navaho country
and left the Indiallil only the defense of the famous Canyon
de Chelly.
Kit Carson's strategy consisted of killing as many
sheep, horses, mules, and cattle as possible and also to destroy all standing corn. It was proposed to starve the Indians and force them to surrender. Prices as high as twenty
dollars per horse was given for the purpose of encouraging
Indian groups hostile to the Navahos to join in the quest.
The campaign began in July when Kit Carson established Fort Canby and the base supply at Fort Defiance.
In August he moved into the Navaho country by first making a circle in the direction of the Little Colorado and then
swinging northward to the Canyon de Chelly, finally to return to Fort Defiance on August 31, 1863. In October a
second attempt was made to enter the famous Canyon de
Chelly, but Carson did not dare "beard the lion in his den."
It was decided then that a winter campaign was necessary
and this proved to be the final blow to the Navaho hope of
isolation. In January, 1864, a considerable force went to
the Canyon de Chelly under the command of Carson and
this time a detachment under Captain Albert H. Pfeiffer
entered the canyon at the upper end and emerged at the base
camp to greet Carson upon his arrival there. During the
time that Captain Pfeiffer was in the canyon Carson-suf;.;
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fered great anxiety and for a while gave up the detachment
as lost. He was greatly surprised to find Captain Pfeiffer
in the base camp and the whole canyon traversed. Later
Major Asa B. Carey asked for, and secured, the permission
of Carson to attempt the journey from the mouth of the
canyon and again the Navahos were compelled to see their
home country invaded. Up to this time the canyon had been
considered impregnable, even Colonel Carson stated such in
his report of October.
The January campaign was at the end of the Navaho
War. Steadily small groups of Navahos surrendered to
Carson and orders were given for them to appear at the
Bosque Redondo at Fort Sumner which was established as
the reservation for the Navaho tribe. Eventually some
8,000 Indians congregated at the Bosque Redondo. The full
story of Federal Indian policy 1 here is another report of
blundering; eventually a full and complete analysis was
given during a Federal investigation of Indian affairs. The
Bosque Redondo, an experiment in. Indian reservation
policy, proved impossible to continue and the Navahos were
permitted to return to their former lands after promising
to keep the peace.
The diary which follows was written by one of Kit
Carson's officers, probably Captain Eben Everett, commanding officer of Company B, First New Mexico Volunteers.
It is the only complete story of the first two months of the
campaign outside of the reports of Carson in The War of
the Rebellion: A Compilation af the Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Armies (Washington, 1880-1901),
Series I, Vol. XXVI, Pt. I, which are mere digests of the
depredations on Indian property. It adds materially to the
historical detail of the war and should be appreciated by
those interested in Indian affairs and. those attracted by the
character and career of Christopher darson, Colonel of the
First New Mexico Volunteers. The diary itself is a posses1. For the full record of the Navaho. problem during this period see Frank D.
Reeve. "The Government and the Navaho, 1846-1858." NEW MEXICO H,STQR,CAL RillVIEW, XIV (1939). 82-114; "The Federal Indian Policy in New Mexico, 1858.1880,"
ibid.• XII (1987), 218-269. See al80 Charles Avery Amsden, "The Navaho Exile at
Bosque Redondo," ibid., VIII (1933), 31-50.
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sion of the Huntington Library of San Marino as a part of
the Ritch Collection, and grateful acknowledgement is hereby accorded the Library for permission to publish it.
Navaho Campaign as especially refers to
Co. "B" 1st. N. M. Vals.
August 4, 1863
Co. B. 2 offi~ers, 2 61 non-com. and Pvts., including 9
attached, left Defiances and marched to Hay Camp.4 6 miles.
Got a wetting before reaching camp. Drew 24 Pack Saddles
&c. complete. Rained all night, slept in wagon.
August 5
Drew 25 mules, and packed 30 days rations, &c., on
them, sent back to the Fort 2 boxes Cartridges, rain in the
forenoon, marched about [?] miles came to an Indian farm
of large extent, planted with principally corn & fine wheat
and some Beans Pumpkins and melons. Our Animals were
turned loose & enjoyed themselves. Wheat was pulled for
them at night. About 6 miles from our last nights camp
came to a Cornfield which was destroyed. A good camp &
plenty of wood and good water. Everett 5 Off. Day and as
dark as [ ?]. Co. Rear guard of Pack Train.
2. These two officers were Captain Eben Everett' and Lieutenant David McAllister, Regilfter of Volunteer Officers, Headquarters Department of New Mexico.
General Orders No. ~1. The citations of officers hereafter are all taken from this
separate list.
S. For a picture of Fort Defiance in the 1850's see Charles Avery Amsden,
Navaho Weaving Its Technic and History (Santa Ana, Fine Arts 'press, 19S4), facing
p. 148.
4. Ewell's Hay Camp.
5. Captain Eben Everett, believed by the editor of this diary to' be its author,
first joined the army at Fort Leavenworth in 1851 with H Company of the 1st
Dragoons, Captain Stein 'commanding officer. He appeared on the frontier shortly
thereafter and volunteered with the New Mexican troops. During the campaign of
1863, he served as commanding officer of Company B although he was charged with
drunkenness while on duty in July, 1863. At that time he signed a pledge "as an
officer and a gentleman, that for one year from this date, I will not drink one single
drop of any intoxicating liquid in any manner or shape whatever." In the fall, after
returning from th~ 'p-;;-rtioll of the' campaign. which is the subject of th;;- diarY; . he
Was again found in the condition which be had sworn to avoid, but was excused.
Later a third offense, at least the only ones noted, caused his court martial and
dishonorable discharge from the army in' April, 1864. Later further notes indicate
that he was a defaulter in the summer session of the New Mexico court in 1872 but
his bondsman made good. From these notes it would indicate that Everett would not
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August 6
Left Camp at 6 o'clock. Packs in advance and the
troops left to destroy the grain which they did. Sgt. Lippe
sick and Pvt. Hernandes Co. M. also. Some little rainmarched thro' a rolling country heavily timbered with Pine,
Pinon & Cedar & scrub oak. Co. relieved from Rear Guard
on ~ccount of Co. M. not being ready to march at the proper
time. I being Off. Day. was in charge of the rear Guard.
Noted many singular formations of rocks, towers, &c. Lost
one mule and' Pack flour and blankets. Overtook 11 men out
from our last night's camp on a spying party they found
nothing. Camped in a large bottom good wood, grass, and
Water in holes, collected from rain and muddy. Left the
Zuni road 6 about 12 miles from last nights camp. Capt.
Pfeiffer 7 & Co. joined us at this camp with 5 prisoners 100
sheep he had taken. He left the command at the Hay Camp.
Mc. s Off. Day.
August 7
Hard rain during last night. Sgt. Lippe & Pvt. Hernandes sent back to Defiance. Left camp about 8 o'clock,
marched a long distance down a broad valley, then struck
into the hills, rather rough road good grass and plenty of
Pinon & Cedar. Compo on Rear Guard, much trouble in repacking mules. March [?] miles & encamped in a large
valley, ne'ar some muddy water holes filled by rains, pretty
be a reputable witness to the events of the campaign, but from all checks with the
reports of Christopher Carson and Benjamin Cutler, the adjutant of the 1st New
Mexico Volunteers, his accuracy cannot be doubted. From internal evidence the
choice of Eben Everett as the diarist is doubtful, but he was the commanding officer
and the diary indicates it had to be one of the three officers of Company B. McAllister
at one point took over command of Company H and Lieutenant Antonio Abeytia was
at Fort Defiance so that neither could have written the diary. The only choice, as
harmful to the case as it might be, is Eben Everett.
Notes from the Ritch Collection, Huntington Library, Rare Manuscripts Division.
6. For a good map of this territory' see A. B. Bender, "Governmental Explorations in the Territory of New Mexico, 1846-1859," NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW.
IX (1934), facing p. 16.
7. Captain Albert H. Pfeiffer. For the story of his record during this campaign
see Edwin L. Sabin, Kit Carson Days .(1809-1868) (Chicago, 1914), p. 435; also appendix, pp.·591-595. 614-617. Cf. his personal story in U. S. Army, Department of New
Mexico, .General Order Number 21, P. 5.
8. Lieutenant David McAllister.
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good grass no wood, but sage brush, heavy rain during the
day. Pickets out, during the day discovered a party of Indians which were captured after a lively little run they
proved to be five Zunis they were taken along with us.
Again during the night [rain] and every thing wet. Trouble
about the morning Report.
August 8
Comme;nced raining, a cold wet rain just as we began
saddling up, so that all men & things were double weight,
got started through mud and mire, some mules down in mire
before we got out of Camp, very hard marching for men &
animals through the valley. After striking the hills it was
better, most of the days march thro high rolling sandy country with plenty of wood cedar & pinon. Had to descend a
precipice to reach another valley after crossing which we
encamped at a large hole or spring on the edge of a range of
hills. Wood & water plenty, poor grazing, one of my mules
shot today having given out. Marched 6 hours it rained incessantly the whole time. Reached camp about 2 o'clock &
rec'd order to cook 2 days rations as no fires would be lit
except to make Coffee until we overtook the Inds., Discharged firearms. Cleared up in the afternoon but a prospect of more rain tonight. Have passed many old Indian
huts & corrals on our march every day.
August 9, 1863
Slight rain during the night. Left camp at day break,
without breakfast in order to reach some place where there
was grass for the Animals. Reached water with my company, Rear Guard, at 11 o'clock A. M. after a fatiguing
march of some 12 miles. Animals began giving out soon
after we started. Had to leave 2 Cos. (Murphy9 and
Deus 10 ). Mules, all, on the road besides detachments of
other Companies, threw away Beans & Vegetables, lightened
9. Probably Lieutenant John Murphy, Company G. It could possibly be Lawrence G. Murphy, although he was attached to Colonel Carson as adjutant and would
not have a command.
10. Captain Charles Deiis. Company M.
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Packs, changed mules and about 2 O'clock the whole command was in camp, except one mule of Lt. Murphys Co.
Killed having hurt himself crossing a ravine & unable to
travel. Found water Poor, grass poor, wood, sage brush.
At 4 o'clock P. M. Lt. McAlister was detached with 25
men joined by 50 Infy. of Capt. Pfeiffer en route for Moqui,
with three days rations. At 5 P. M. 4 Mtd. Cos. H.G.D. &
K. left with Hdqrs. for the same destination. Lt. Fitch 11
and 26 men of Capt. Pfeiffers Co. were attached to Co. B.
Capt. Deus. left in command with Capt. Everett, Lt. Fitch,
and total 105 men, 250 hd. of Horses & mules, a Herd of
Cattle & Sheep & a lot [of] 8 or 10 Indian prisoners. And
all the packs. The first real pleasant day yet.
DIARY OF NAVAHO CAMPAIGN

August 10th 1863
At Daybreak turned our animals out to graze, got
breakfast and started from Camp at 8 o'clock making the
best disposition we could of our force to guard so many animals. A pleasant day & good road, no trouble with packs.
Camped at 12 M. close by some springs in a huge rock issuing from a large cavern, plenty of water but only a few animals can get in at a time. Wood plenty, tolerable good
grass. At 3 P. M. a Sentinel posted on a high rock overlooking miles of country gave the signa! Indians coming, sure
enough, with a Glass we saw at a mile's distance a party
coming as hard as possible & by their riding we knew them
to be Indians. As they approached we discovered them to be
our own Utahs returning from Col. Carsons Command.
They brought rome 20 or 25 horses with them & state that
they had a fight with the Navajoes, That the command did
not go until they, the Utahs, had whipped the Navajoes,
Killed one, took all their stock, that Col. Carson took' 8
horses 1000 sheep "which they had captured in the fight
from them, Kuniatche,12 the Chief would not stand this, as
he wanted all the property captured, and so in high dudgeon
he left and is returning home.' He says one Co. is coming
back from the command, probably the Infantry.
11.

12.

Second Lieutenant Charles H. Fitch, Company K.
In the Report the Indian chief's name is spelled:

Kan-a-at-sa.
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August 11th
Left camp at 5% A. M., proceeded very well for some
22 miles, when our troubles commenced. We were one hour
climbing the first rocks. Killed Goats, Sheep, horses &
mules. One half mile on came to a still worse rocky ascent
about as bad a place as I ever saw a trail made. Two and
one half hours hard work accomplished the ascent with the
loss of one horse and One Mule and an awful amount of
profane language in English Spanish & Dutch. On arriving
at the top where were the ruins of an old Indian tower or
house, here we met a party sent back from the advance to
show us the way to the camp where we arrived (the foremost of the party) about 5 P. M. The Rear arrived about
7P.M.
The days march was about 30 miles without water except a little for the men some five miles before reaching
Camp. Our losses to-day have been two horses, four mules,
and some Sheep & Goats, and perhaps a Pack of 2 sacks
flour & saddle left by Co. B. some 2 miles from Camp which
may be found in the morning and may not.
Some six miles from our last nights Camp, some object
was descried moving upon the side of a hill some 12 or 1500
yards to our left. A Glass was called for and after a long
and careful observation by the Chiefs of the command it
was pronounced to be either a white horse or a white mule.
A Consultation was held, but before any decision was
arrived at Lieut. Fitch, with that utter disregard of danger
for which he is noted, nobly and bravely volunteered his
services to discover the truth of the matter. His offer was
immediately accepted and calling one man to go with him
he dashed off. Our experienced Captain 13 being better
versed in the wiles and strategems of the Navajoe, stopped
him and ordered him to take two more men, doing this off
he went. With straining eyes and beating hearts wf!
watched his career. _He reached the unknown animal, halted
and soon we heard the report of a Pistol and a poor broken
13.

Captain Charles Deils who was in command
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down sore-backed old Navajo pony had gone where his
fathers have gone before him. Finis.
We found the advance of the command encamped on a
high cedar covered mesa about 12 miles South of East from
Moqui plenty of wood poor Grass and not sufficient water
for so large a command as ours.
We found Col. Carson Maj. Commings 14 & about 100
men, having heard that there was a large drove of horses
and other stock some 10 miles distant had ,started after
them about 2 o'clock today. The command that left us the
evening of the 9th marched until 8 o'clock next morning
without halting when they discovered near the old ruin previously mentioned a heard of horses and Sheep guarded by
a few Navajoes, they charged upon them the Navajoes fled,
and about 30 horses and 800 sheep were taken. One Navajo
killed by the Utahs, some of the horses were beautiful
animals.
The command then marched to this camp and awaited
our arrival. Lieut. Hubbell 15 who was with the mounted
party got lost from the command some six miles from here,
about 8 o'clock on the morning of the lOth with two men
and after wandering through the mountains, found Camp
this afternoon about 4 o'clock. Parties were out all day in
search of him. H'e reports having taken 75 Sheep but
abandoned them.
August 12
Rose later than usual. Sent back and found my Pack
of Flour. About 9 A. M. Stragglers from Col. Carsons party
began to arrive, their horses having given out in the first
25 miles. They say the Col. is after the Indians at full speed
and is determined to overtake them if horseflesh will stand
it.
Col. Carson and his comniand arrived at camp about
10 A. M. did not overtake the Indians and were compelled to
return for water. Many horses were completely broken
14.
15.

Major Joseph Cummings: see story of his death later in the diary.
Lieutenant Charles M. Hubbell, Company H.
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down. Lt. McAllister and detachment were ordered to join
the company.
About noon received orders to move as our animals
were starving where we were and the water had given
out. Capts. Deus & Birney 16 also moved. We left Camp at
2 o'clock, Co. B. acting as sheep drovers, the position or a
very similar one, that they seem destined to occupy on this
trip. Lt. McAllister was assigned to the command of Co. H.
Capt Pfeiffer taking command of a mounted party. Left
one mule unable to travel to be brought up by the party tomorrow if possible, if not to be given to the Moquis who
have treated us very honestly. About four miles from Camp
we descended another of those precipices and entered a
beautiful Canon from fifty to 200 yards in width and miles
in length, abounding in cool springs and green grass,
luxuries that we seldom meet with, and to our poor animals
it is indeed a Godsend for from want of water and grass
they are growing very weak. Found a small Corn and
melon field which was soon packed off for our horses. Left
one mule at Camp as it could not be found.
This is the first good pleasant Camp since we left Defiance, everything requisite being found in abundance and
good quality. From the appearance of the numerous trails
it must be a favorite resort of the Navajoes. 1T
Col. Carson with the rest of the command comes up
tomorrow.
August 13 Day of Rest.
Laid in Camp all day. Col. Carson with the remainder
of the Column joined us about 9 A. M. Found a mule that
I lost in our last camp in another company, slightly altered,
but not enough to prevent recognition. Animals sent on the
hills to graze. Soldiers washing clothing. Officers eating,
sleeping, reading & gambling, and so the day passed.

16.
17.

Captain Joseph Birney, Company D.
Apaches crossed out in the original and Navaioes inserted.

DIARY OF NAVAHO CAMPAIGN

235

August 14th 1863
Still in Camp in Volunteer Canon. 1S Guards in and
around camp doubled and trebled last night. CO. "B" being
encamped between the two Battalions of Majors Morrison
& Cummings, and belonging to neither, had the full benefit
of a neutral position between to [two] active powers, i. e., to
furnish details for Guards and Pickets for both Columns
with an extra supply for Herd Guard (Sheep & Cattle) and
also an additional force called for directly from Hdqrs. The
details were not so heavy as to cause any inconvenience but
I was· called on six times yesterday evening to furnish
guards and everyone was altered again & again. As I am
my own 1st Sergeant I didn't like it.
One of our men was yesterday at work chiseling in the
face of a smooth rock on the side of the Canon the Legend
"1st Regt. N.M. Vols." Aug. 13, 1863" in letters a foot
square.19 Ages hence this may cause as much curiosity
among antiquarians, as do now the old names upon the fam~
ous Inscription Rock 20 near Zuni, where there are hundreds
of names and records of events, back to the year 1618.
Found in our camp a rather rare thing in this country,
abundance of wild rose bushes. Gathered and prepared
some sprigs for home on the Hudson.
Our present Camp is about 50 [miles] South west or
west of south from Fort Defiance and on the wagon road
from that Post to the seven Moqui villages 21 which lie some
12 miles south of west from us.
We have had a good many of the Moquis in camp, trading .for old clothes and picking up everything thrown away.
Their dress is of the most primitive style, consisting simply
of a Breech clout of the scantiest dimensions. Some of them
had a piece of Blanket or a Buckskin thrown over their
shoulders, these I suppose are the quality. Since they have
18. Named thus by the· column, today Keam's Canyon, Arizona.
19. For a picture of this inscription see p. 17 in George H. Pettis, p"..801t4l NaA"....tive of the Battles of the RebeUion, Historical Society of New Mezico, No. If,
Santa Fe, N. M., 1908. Also in Amsden, op. sit.. facing p. 148.
20. Inscription Rock is located near Zuiii, see picture and description in Charles
F. Coan, A Hi.tOT1/ of New Mezieo (New York, American Historical Society, Inc.,
1925), vol. I, pp. 190-1, picture on p. 539.
21. Moqui pueblos are the present day Hopi pueblos.
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met us they have traded with the men so that most of them
can sport a shirt, an article they seem to value highly. Some
have even mounted Pantaloons.
Tomorrow morning we leave this haven of rest, en
route, they say for Casa Colorada. 22
August 15, 1863
About one o'clock· this morning while all except the
Guards were wrapped in the arms of Murphy 23 we were
aroused by a demoniac yelling and the firing of guns. It
needed no explanation-Indians-was perfectly understood
and the purpose, a stampede of our animals, but this in the
position we occupied was almost an impossibility. As quick
as possible the Companies were formed and awaiting orders.
Some twenty shots were fired when the yelling ceased and
the firing also. The Companies after being under arms
some 15 or 20 minutes were dismissed and ordered to lie
down with their arms in their hands, hardly had this been
done when the whooping and shooting commenced with
treble power. The men were roused again but Co. B took
the precaution, instead of forming in line, so as to present a
broad target, to scatter over their camp, but not so far as
to prevent an instant formation. Immediately after the first
alarm the Out Pickets had been strengthened, and as the
Indians had not succeeded in their first attempt at a surprise, we were little afraid of their success, now that we
were ready and waiting for them.
This second edition of firing & yelling lasted perhaps 5
minutes during which nearly a hundred shots were fired,
when with an occasional whoop, the Indians retired. We
returned to our Blankets taking the precaution however to
move them from under the Flies that we had stretched, as
they presented most too good a target, and ready at a moment to turn out again, but apparently Mr. Navajoe had become convinced that he was somewhat in the predicament
22. Near Ganado,-Ariwna, site of Fort Canby which was established by Carson
as a supply depot and fort. See picture ·of probable site of the fort in Amsden, op. cit.,
facing p. 168.
23. Probable reference to the fact that Lieutenant John Murphy was the officer
of the day, hence a pun on Morpheus, God of Sleep.
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of the Bull trying to butt off the Locomotive, or perhaps
some Of the Rifle Balls that were sent [at] him had gone
unpleasantly near. At any rate he disturbed us no more
during the night.
This morning upon counting up our losses the total
amounts to one mule missing, which was tracked out of the
canon and to a point where a party of Navajoes had been
waiting for the success of the stampeding party, ready to
run the animals as fast as .they should emerge "from the
Canon. On this they were disappointed. As they have now
commenced we shall very likely have nightly visits from
them, but "forewarned, forearmed," is our motto. We left
Camp this morning at 6 o'clock. Our animals much improved
by the two days rest. Co. B guard of Pack train. Before
arriving at Camp nearly every pack had been repacked, more
packs came off than I have yet seen in anyone day. Our
route was nearly east over roIling ground, the higher portions covered with Pinon & Cedar. Most of our route was on
the old Zuni & Ft. Defiance Road. Camped near noon op a
small rise easily guarded. Companies -formed a'll irregular
paralellogram within which the animals are to be kept at
night.
Wood plenty, grass poor, water plenty at the distance of a mile. Thermometer past endurance. Off of Day
Capt. Everett.

August 16
Left camp at 51;2 A. M. Everything iIi pretty good
order. About 7 or 8 miles from Camp the Animals commenced giving out, and were shot as fast as .they became
unable to keep up with the Command. After some 12 or 15
miles we found several cornfields part of which were cut
down, but we were in a hurry to reach water and could not
stay to entirely destroy them. Saw two Indians leaving for
the hills as fast as possible, no animals however in a condition to pursue them.
At noon, having travelled about 15 miles, haIted and
unpacked animals rested two hours and started on. Up to
this time today six horses and two mules had been shot.
Orders were given not to shoot any more as it was supposed
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we were near water, but to leave them, so that they might
be sent for tomorrow. During the afternoon we passed
several Corn-fields some of which were destroyed. After a
fatiguing march of 15 miles from our resting place we
reached the creek of the Pueblo Colorada about sundown,
having left on the road this afternoon five horses and six
mules, and two packs of Flour. 2 Citizen Horses also were
killed on. the road and it would probably have been better
had our horses & mules all been killed for dqubtless before
we can send for them the Navajoes will have taken them.
Our march today could not have been less than 30 miles and
no water on the road. Made a very good camp, wood water
and grass abundant.
August 17
A party sent back to look for the Animals left yesterday. Six men on foot sent to Defiance for news and to report progress so far. Wrote to Lt. Abeyta,24 by Col. Cs.
order, about the equipment of men of B Co. now at Fort Defiance, ordered by the Colonel to join the Company to furnish them with cartridges, shoes, Pack mules &c, &c, and
also for other supplies for trip about to be made to Canon
de Chelle. 25
It 12 o'clock the command moved up the river about
three miles and camped in a broad valley, wood water and
grass plenty. Corn fields near which are appropriated for
the use of our animals. Party sent back for mules returned,
found one horse and two packs, the Indians having taken
the others 8 in number.
August 18
Left Camp this morning at 8 O.C. After marching
about 4 miles, Co. B in advance, just after entering a large
24.

Second Lieutenant Antonio Abeytia, Company B., who had been left at

Fort Deftance.
26. The Canyon -is·-fully described in Sabin, op. cit., p. 432; the BUPPOSed origin
of the name is discussed ,in George Gwyther, "An Indian Reservation," O"","1471d
Monthll/, X (February, 1873), 130·131. Two pictures are in Dane and Mary Roberts
Coolidge, ThB N"",,;o IMiD..... (Boston, Houghton.Miftlin, 1930), facing p. 14, and a
be&utiful one in the Duert Ma.g"zine, VII (January, 1944), p. 18.
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bottom where we were to encamp, Indians were discovered
just leaving and running into the hills and timber. The
Cavalry were immediately called to the front and a pursuit
commenced. After about an hour the troops began to return without any success, having seen but two Indians.
Some half hour later a man came in with the sad news that
Major Cummings was killed by the Indians. We could
hardly believe it possible. A party with the Surgeon 26 was
immediately sent out and found him lying dead about 4
miles from Camp. His body was brought in and tomorrow
will be sent to Defiance.. The manner of his death as stated
by Betts the only one with him at the time is as follows.
At the first Alarm the Major, who was commanding the
second and rear squadron, as soon as the first had deployed,
dashed on alone, after the first, leaving his own' command
which was ordered in another direction. Being splendidly
mounted he soon passed ahead and following the trail
through a narrow canon, (although cautioned by some men
he passed not to go farther), and accompanied by one man,
Betts, only, and he unarmed, after proceeding at a rapid
gait some distance, the report of a Rifle was heard and the
Major was seen to fall from his horse. Betts being alone,
caught his horse and returned for assistance.
The party sent out found him lying on his face, dead,
some ten feet from where he fell. On examination it was
found that a Rifle Ball had struck him about one inch below
the navel and probably lodged in the spine, cutting the
Artery and causing almost instant death. There was no
appearance of any struggle or pain. Major Cummings was
beloved by all his fellow Officers and has many friends in
this country by whom his loss will be felt. He had $4,200
on his person at the time. His death was the result of rashness, in rushing into a dangerous place without any support;
an act that he had been repeatedly warned against.
DIARY OF NAVAHO CAMPAIGN

26, If the command was at full strength it could have been Surgeon Major Allen
. F. Pick, Assistant Surgeon Lieutenant John H. Shout or Assistant Surgeon Lieuten-.
·ant George Gwyther. although the diarist would probably not have referred to ·either
of the last two as Surgeon if either. were the person who attended Major Cummings.
Lieutenant GwYther does not mention the incident in his article•. previously mentioned,
from the Overland Mtmthltl.
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While the party were out for the body of Maj. C. Maj.
Morrison and Capt. Deus returned, they had run on to 4 Indians and took from them five horses, but got no scalps.
The other parties returned to camp having accomplished nothing.
A little after noon Capt. Carey 27 & Lt. Cook 28 with an
Escort arrived from Defiance with a large mail of Letters
and Papers and the glorious news of the Capture of ViCksburg and the battles on the Potom~c and vicinity. The excitement caused by Maj. C's death was almost entirely
merged in the greater events of the war in the States. A
very few more as decisive victories will close this war. We
hear of the death in battle of many of the old Officers who
have served in this country.
At dark Capt. Pfeiffer with 50 Foot men and Lt. Fitch
with 40, started out for a night march hoping to reach the
vicinity of the Indian Pueblos during the night and attack
them by surprise in the morning. A few minutes after
Pfeiffer left we were startled by firing some half mile from
Camp, the result of which was the capture of one squaw by
Pfeiffer's Co. probably a spy.
August 19
The remains of Maj. Cummings were this morning sent
to Defiance with an escort. Lt. Hubbell took in, with some
50 men, most of the horses of Cos. D & G. to recruit, the
broken down mules and extra saddles, &c., were also sent in.
Capt. Pfeiffer and Lt. Fitch returned this morning having
found no Indians. About 11 A. M. Sergt. Pino with 19 Pvts.
of Co. "B"arrived and joined the company. Brought
Stockings and Shoes for issue. Five men of Co. "B" (att.)
detached to Co. D. which now with Co. G. serves chiefly on
foot. Lt. McAllister with 20 men of the Co. and ten from
Cos. M. and G. started out this evening for a night walk of
20 miles, Capt. Thompson 29 also goes with a party. They
27. Captain Asa B. Carey, quartermaster for the command, later BrigadierGeneral, see sketch in George H. Pettis, TM California Column, HiBtorical Society of
N61D MB"ico, Santa Fe, N. M., 1908, no. 11, pp. 25-27.
·28. Lieutenant Franklin Cook of the California Column.
29. Captain John Thompson. Company K.
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go to Canon de Trigo 30 where the Indians live and hope to
avenge the death of Maj. Cummings. Success to them.
Just after dark we were aroused by the firing of one of the
Pickets. The companies fell in and went to the support of
the outposts. The firing soon ceased and the Companies
returned to the Camp. The Alarm was caused by four Indians who apparently were unaware of our vicinity and
were coming down for water. One Indian was wounded
and dropped his pack containing fragments of Bones, &c.,
picked up a:t our old camps. The Indian after being wounded endeavored to shoot the man pursuing him but had not
strength to bend his bow and his arrow fell short of its
mark.
DIARY OF NAVAHO CAMPAIGN

August 20th, 1863
Started at 6 o'clock enroute for Canon de Chell~ about
8 miles from last Camp found some very fine corn and pumpkin fields which were destroyed, soon after we struck into
the hills and for four or five miles had a very rough, rocky
road. After about 16 miles travel we encamped on a high
barren bluff overhanging the Canon de los Trigos. We
passed many very singular, grotesque, formations of rocks.
Caves, domes, arches, towers, steeples, &c. &c. and all in
their porportions exceeding any artificial work of the Kind.
Capt. Thompson and Lt. McAllister with their parties
joined us during the afternoon. They had seen some Indians and exchanged shots with them, the only result being
that some of their men, eager for a chance, threw off their
Great Coats, for pursuit, and while they were after one
party, another party of Indians came round and stole them.
Just as we reached Camp a man of Capt. Birneys came
across an Indian mounted pursued and fired at him wounding him, the Indian left his horse (which the man got) and
fled to the mountains of Hepsidam.
Our Animals were loose in a poor· Cornfield during the
afternoon, and tied up to trees at night.
30.

Canoncito de los Trigos in Sabin. op. cit., appendix, p. 570.
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August 20th, 1863 81
Left Camp at 5 o'clock, without breakfast, to explore
the Canon de los Trigos which Capt. Thompson reports to
[be] filled with Corn. Marched a couple of miles when detachments, 30 of Co. B., on the left side and 30 of Co. E. on
the right side, were sent over the rocks on each side as
flankers while the command marched up the Canon. The
flankers had a rough time clambering over the rocks, on the
summit of. the mountain, on the left hand side, were many
huts, corrals, threshing floors, metatas, &c. &c, some three
miles up the Canon the command camped. For some three
or four miles this Canon is from 50 to 150 yards in width,
a small stream running down it, and enclosed by perpendicular walls of rock 100 to 200 feet high. All the arable land
herein was covered with a fine crop of Corn Beans and
Pumpkins. The wheat had all been gathered. Most of the
Corn we destroyed. There were a number of huts and some
built of stone. At 2 P. M. we started to return to our last
nights camp, all the animals being packed with as much corn
as possible. Capt. Pfeiffer with 30 men of his company was
left behind concealed in the bushes to wait for the arrival of
Indians who it was supposed would, as usual, visit the place
as soon as we left. 32 A very short time after we had left
some 8 or 10 Indians came down to see what we had done.
They were fired on and two of them were killed or badly
wounded according to Capt. Pfeiffer's report. He returned
to Camp about dark. One man shot in the finger.
August 21st, 1863
Left Camp at 5 o'clock intending to make Canon de
Chelle, passed several Corn fields, and one dead Indian lying
by the trail, had been dead a month.
At 8 o'clock after about 8 miles travel came to a large
valley, covered as far as could be seen with fields of Corn.
As the advance came in, one Indian was discovered making
81. Note the duplication of August 20, 1863. Evidently the diarist made this
mistake in dating this entry and did not correct It later.
82. In the reports of Carson this plan was arranged on August 21, when the
command left Pueblo Colorado. Cf. U. S. Arm1l. Depart""",t of New Mezico. General
Orders #11 (Synopsis of Indian Scouts and their Results for the year 1868). p. 9.

DIARY OF NAVAHO CAMPAIGN

243

mountains. s3

tracks for the
He was pursued by Lt. Fitch
and a mounted party, overtaken and killed, but not until he
had shot one horse through the neck. He fought to the last.
As there was water near by the command went into camp
and after dinner the whole force set at work to cut down
as much as possible of the Corn. The animals were turned
loose and destroyed much of it, a large amount was husked
out to feed the animals here and also to take along. It
seemed a pity to destroy so much fine Corn & Fodder when
not 50 miles from here at Fort Defiance it is so much needed.
Rifle Pits were dug for our Pickets and care taken to be
prepared for a night attack which we confidently expect.
August 22, 1863
The night passed quietly, and at 6 o'clock, after caching the Corn that we could not carry away, we started again
for Canon de Chelle. Passed by the body of the Indian
killed yesterday and found the scull bare, every particle of
hair having been taken off making at least a dozen scalp
locks. This style of proceeding may inaugurate retaliation
and a system of warfare in which we may be sufferers. The
Navajoes seldom or never scalp their prisoners and the barbarous practice should not have been commenced by us.
Marched, without a halt being ordered, until 2 o'clock,
most of the way through deep heavy sand, without any
water-and water being so far from our last nights camp,
many of the men did not have their canteens filled and suffered from the want of it. Water was found about a half
mile from the road some 2 or 3 miles before we encamped
where some of the men went for it.
Found a very good camp, tolerable grass, water plenty
and good. Packed on our mules Corn to feed to night. Made
about 17 or 18 miles according to general opinion 25.
Passed without being aware of it, some 7 or 8 miles back
from this camp the mouth of Canon de Chelle, a broad shallow ravine of deep sand.
88. This is reported to have happened on the same day as leaving Puehlo
Colorado. I.e.• August 21. Cf. idem.
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August 23d., 1863
Left Camp about 6 o'clock this morning, found hard
marching through sand travelled about six miles and
camped in the valley near a long pond of standing water,
colored by, and tasting of, the soil, tolerable grass, no wood
but sage bushes, but "Cuckold" burs to any amount.
What point is now our destination, or what purpose is
in view, is unknown to all but the Chief. Off. of Day.
August 24
Started this morning at 6 o'clock. Some three hours
travel on a rather sandy trail brought us in sight of "La
Ventana," (The Window), a large hole through a large,
reddish clay, castle shaped hill or mountain. The surface
of the earth in this vicinity was utterly barren, a very few
of the hardiest shrubs, cactus & sage weed only thinly scattered over it. The soil was a greyish color light, and apparently there was more of the mineral matter in its composition than usual. It looked as though it might have been
formed by the detrition of rocks, ages since. On our path,
and near it were lying large numbers of Petrified trees, of
all sizes and in all stages of preservation, some were as perfect, with the exception of the limbs as the day they fell,
others were crumbling to piec,es. One tree was found in a
perfect state some 50 feet long and two feet through. Most
of the trunks are broken or seamed across in sections of
from 2 inches to 4 feet, showing the grain of the wood, &c.
The stone is a black flint, very heavy. There is now no timber of this size in any place near here, nor except by the deluge is there any way of accounting for these huge trees in
this place, unless the country at some thousands of years
since has been, as set forth by a late writer, the Garden of
Eden and the original dwelling place of mankind on this
Planet.
After aI'riv~I!g atCa.mp an expedition of 100 men to go
through Canon de Chelle was proposed and volunteers were
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called for. 26 of Co. B. volunteered but it is not likely to
come Off. 34
August 25. 1863
Left Camp at 6 o'clock, travelled until 11 A. M. making
12 or 14 miles over a rough road. Camped near the foot of
high mountains. Wood water & grass abundant. We seem
to be passing round the mountains and striking for the
upper end of Canon de Chelle.
August 26th, 1863
5% A.M. the march commenced some portions of the
command leaving camp before the General sounded, followed at irregular intervals by Cavalry. Infantry Pack
Mules, &c., until at the time when the advance sounded the
command was displayed in admirable confusion along one or
two miles of the trail.
Our march today was about 15 miles, the first five
through thick sage brush, chaparal, with some rocky hills to
clamber up and down and some ugly canons or arroyos to
cross. ·After this we struck into a smooth high rolling country, covered with green grass· and pretty thickly wooded
with Pinon, Oak and very heavy Pine timber, crossed some
3 or 4 miles before camping quite a large stream. On our
march were some very high and prominent mountains, high
masses of Rock with perpendicular sides. Names unknown
if they have any. Saw on our route a number of Indian
houses built of Logs & Poles, conical shaped, and better than
we have heretofore seen. Found one house of respectable
size, built, (or piled up), of rough stone. The days march
the latter part of it, has been the pleasantest of the trip.
Camped a little after noon in a smooth valley, with a beautiful stream running through it, wood ,&grass plenty.
Several men of the command sick to, day and unable to
march. Our mules. also commencing to fail and will con34. .The diarist's' prognOstication was correct for the immediate future, but in
January, 1864, the trip was 'm~de twice, "each being ,fn opposite directions. Captain
Pfeiffer down canyon and Captain Carey up canyon.
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tinue so to do unless we can find some more of Mr. Navajoe's
cornfields.
August 27th
Left Camp this morning at- 5l;2 o'clock and camped in
a large valley near a pond of standing water plenty of grass,
wood & water, marched about 12 miles and camped at 9th
A.M. The first three or four miles route through thick, low,
sage chapparal, then struck into high rolling land, heavily
covered with Pine, Pinon and Oak. Pine trees of enormous
size, beautiful oak groves of small size.
August 28th
Marched from 6 o'clock A.M. to nearly 10, and camped
in the valley of the old grazing camp, making 12 miles.
Most of the route was through sage brush chapparal,
through which at nearly every step were the residences of
the Prairie dogs. The Indians have a way of catching them
by leading a stream of water into their holes and so forcing
them out. A party of some thirty men were sent off from
our route today to go round by way of an Indian village.
They joined us at Camp about 3 o'clock bringing with them
one scalp of an Indian they had shot. From the appearance
of the scalp the original wearer of it must have been an
hombre grande.
Some thunder, hail, and rain in the afternoon. A number of the men of the command were engaged in hunting
for topazes and rubies in the hills at Camp. Many were
found but mostly of small size and no value. Orders were
received this afternoon for Capt. Everett with 40 of his men,
to start for a days scout after Indians, two hours before daylight tomorrow morning, the party all on foot and to try to
intercept the small parties of Indians that are now striking
for Canon de Chelle &} Canon de los Trigos. 35
[Diary breaks off here abruptly]
85. The ·endeavor was fJ'Uitless and Captain Everett returned without having
seen any Indians. Cf. Col. Carson's report in The Wllr of the RebeUio'n ••., XXVI,
Part I, p. 251.

MATERIALS IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES FOR
THE. HISTORY OF NEW MEXICO BEFORE 1848
By *RALPH G. LOUNSBURY

URING the Spanish period, contact between the United
D
States and the New Mexican region was infrequent.!
This was partly because of the remoteness of the province
from American settlements and party because of Spanish
restrictions on foreign commerce. Foreigners were prohibited from residing or engaging in trade in New Spain.
The severity of this exclusive policy was relaxed somewhat
just before and during the war of Mexican independence,
. and overland trade from Missouri to Santa Fe was established by 1821. Frequent and continuous intercourse did
not begin until the Mexican War brought about the American conquest. 2 Consequently, official records of the Government of the United States which contain information
about New Mexico before 1846 are not extensive. Even
records of American military operations, 1846-1848, are
relatively few in number.
Generally, records in The National Archives which are
of value to students of New Mexican history relate to
exploration, boundaries, consular representation, claims,
communications, and milital'Y affairs. Materials are interspersed as single documents or small groups of papers
among the records of the Department of State, the War
Department, and the Senate of the United States. Of particular interest are the records of the American Embassy
and Consulate General at Mexico City which were trans• Ralph G. Lounsbury was formerly employed in The National Archives. This
paper was written about 1940. Mr. Lounsbury now states that additional information on New Mexico might be found in later additions to the Archives, as follows:
records of the General Land Office and of the Department of Justice. Ed.
t. For purposes of this report the New Mexico region comprises the province
of New Mexico within the limits established to the north ':nd east by the Adams-Onls
Treaty of 1819, and includes the adjacent Pecos River country of West Texas, and
the neighboring regions now embraced in Arizona and the Mexican states of Chihuahua
and Sonora.
2. William R. Manning, Early Diplomatic Relati<ms between the United States
and Me";"o (Baltimore, 1916), 166-189, cited hereafter as Manning, Early Relations.
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ferred recently to The National Archives. These two collections have not heretofore been readily accessible to
scholars in the United States, although they were consulted
by searchers prior to their removal to Washington.
The first officer of the United States to enter New
Mexico was Lieutenant Zebulon Pike, while on his expedition of 1806-1807. The story of his arrest and detention
in New Spain constitutes a well known chapter of Southwestern history: There are two special collections of Pike
papers in the records. of the War Department in The
National Archives. A group of twenty-one items comprises
papers confiscated at the time of Pike's arrest by the Spaniards. They were returned to the United States by the
Mexican Government in 1910 and now form a special collection in the files of The Adjutant General's Office. Most
of the documents relate to Pike's previous activities. Several, however, concern the expedition. Pertinent to New
Mexican history is the fragmentary "Diary of Progress",
written about March, 1807, a brief chronicle of Pike's
journey under guard from Santa Fe to Chihuahua. The
possibility of encountering Spaniards on the upper Arkansas was discussed in two of Pike's letters, written en route,
to General James Wilkinson. These also told of Spanish
trade from New Mexico among the Plains Indians. There
is a map of the territory near the border of New Mexico
explored by the Pi~e party. A book of meteorological
observations contains entries made along the Arkansas. In
several letters dated 1806, Governor J ahiel Kinson of
Louisiana Territory commented to Pike on the effect of
European events and of Miranda's Venezuelan expedition
on Spanish policy.3
The second group of Pike papers, 1805-1813, is a special
collection ·brought together from the files of letters received
by The Adjutant General, to which has been added some
incoming correspondence from records of the office of the
Secretary of War. Pike's efforts to find traces of Spaniards
on the i>iains;and rumors of Spanish attempts to influence
3. These and other records of the War Department deposited in The National
Archives and cited herein cannot be used except by authority of that Department.
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the Indians, "are recounted by him in a letter to General
Wilkinson from the upper Arkansas country. After his
return to the United States in; 1807, Pike discussed his
release, detention of his men, and treatment accorded the
party by Spanish authorities in several letters. Wilkinson
communicated his impressions of the effect of the expedition on Spain in a letter to the Secretary of War, which
inclosed a translation ·of a protest received from Governor
Salcedo. A statement drawn up in 1808 showed the sums
advanced to Pike by Spanish officials for his return home.
Among these papers is also to be found a letter concerning
services of Ensign Vasquez, interpreter on the expedition. A few letters of General James Wilkinson, 1804-1807,
in the files of The Adjutant General, concern New Mexico
and Pike. One -contains a proposal, made in 1805, for construction of a fort midway between Missouri and ·New Mexico to protect the frontier against Spanish encroachment.
Wilkinson stated that New Mexican towns could turn out
1,200 fighting men. In the same letter, the General also
remarked that a man named Morrison had recently equipped
a friend for a trading venture to Santa Fe. A Spanish
expedition to the Pawnee country on the Platte River was
reported in another letter -of 1805. There are two items
for the -year 1807 which refer to Pike's expedition: one
concerning purchases of provisions, the other announcing
that Lieutenant James Wilkinson's sketches of the Arkansas
country were nearly completed.
Although the Louisiana Purchase of 1803 made the
United States sovereign over a vast territory adjacent to
New Mexico and other parts of New Spain, the international boundary was not formally defined for sixteen years.
For the first time, the northern and northeastern confines
of New Mexico were fixed by the Treaty of Amity, Settlement, and Limits of February 22, 1819. Record of negotiations, 1815-1819, is in the files of the Department of State;4
Later, when the United States and Mexico defined their
4. See Diplomatic Instructions, vols. 7 and 8; Diplom<J.tic Despatches, Spain,
vols. 12-18;' and Notes to Foreign Legations, vol. 2. The ms. text of the treaty,
accompanied by documents concerning its ratification, is in Treaty Senes, no. 827.
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mutual boundary, the limits established by the Spanish
treaty of 1819 were retained. Negotiations were initiated
in 1823 and continued until Mexico and the United States
finally ratified the agreement in 1832. Documentary evidence of the attempts of the two Governments to reach a
satisfactory understanding is also found in the records of
the Department of State. 5
Before definitive treaties were concluded with Mexico,
the Government of the United States surveyed the route
from Missouri to the confines of New Mexico and attempted
to negotiate. with Mexico for mutual protection of travelers
using the Santa Fe Trail. Records of the survey by the
Sibley Commission, 1825-1827, are in the files of the Senate
of the United States. 6 Diplomatic aspects of the question
are recorded in the files of the Department of State. 7
Efforts of the United States to establish consulates in
northern Mexico before 1849 were unsuccessful, partly
because early appointees for Chihuahua and Santa Fe,
1825-1833, declined to serve, but principally because the
Mexican Government objected to having consular functions
performed by men who were engaged privately in trade.
As almost all of the consuls appointed for Santa Fe, Chihuahua and Saltillo were traders, Mexico persistently declined
to grant them exequaturs. While many appointees were
formally commissioned and actually performed some consular duties they remained unrecognized even after the conclusion of the Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation
of 1831. Although this agreement provided for consuls,
the status of American representatives was that of commercial agents. s
6. Diplomqtu, Instructitm8, vols. 10-12; Diploma-tic Dcsptltchcs, Mexico, vols. 1-4.
The manuscript texts of the Treaty of Limits signed on Jan. 12, 1828, the Additional
Article, Apr. 6, 1831, and documents concerning ratification are in Treaty Series,
no. 202.
6. They are described in Buford Rowland, "Report of the Commissioners on the
Road from Missouri to New Mexico, October 1827", NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW:
XIV, 213-229.
7. Diplomatic-Instructions, vol. 10; Diplomqtic DesP<Ltchcs, Mexico, vol. 1.
8. Manning, Ea-rly Relations, 169-170. The Commercial Treaty of 1831 provided
for the subsequent negotiation of a consular convention, but no such Bgreemeri~
was concluded prior to the close of the Mexican War. The ms. text is in Treaty Series,
no. 203.
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Efforts to establish a consulate at Santa Fe go back as
early as 1825, for in that year instructions were issued by
the Department of State to Augustus Storrs, consul. Unfortunately, however, there are no other records concerning
him. 9 In 1830, James Davis of Tupelo, Alabama, was
appointed but did not go to his post. lO Ceran St. Vrain
represented the United States there from 1834 to 1838,11
His activities are shown in the records of the Consulate
General, Mexico City.12
Manuel Alvarez was appointed consul in 1839 and commissioned in the following year. He was reappointed again
in 1845, but the Department of State withheld his commission pending recognition by the Mex.ican Government.
Alvarez performed the duties of commercial agent until
after the American occupation of Santa Fe in 1846.
Although his instructions are routine, his communications
and inclosures cover a variety of topics concerning overland trade and Mexican-American relations in the Southwest. He reported on damages wrought by Indians in
Mexican territory, seizures of goods, land ownership by
Americans in New Mexico, and questions of property and
religion involved in mixed marriages. Alvarez also reported
upon the Texan-Santa Fe expedition of 1841, and later gave
account of his part in influencing Governor Armijo to surrender New Mexico to General Kearny in 1846. 13
Consular records for Chihuahua date from 1825.
UnfortunatelY,however, the early records of the office were
9. Storrs' instructions, Apr. 12, 1825, are in Consular Instruct"iona, vol. 2, p.- 3Gl.
See also List of U. S. Consular Officers by Posts. 1789-1939. vol. 17. records of the
Department of State.
10. Consular Instructi<m<l. vol. 5; Consular Letters. Santa Fe. Mexico.
11. St. Vrain's instructions are in Consular .InstrWJtions. vols. 5 and 9 passim.
There are no communications from him in Consular Letters. Santa Fe.
12. Records of the Mexico City Consulate General, Lett€rs Sent (Series C8.1).
Letter Book l13. Instructions to Alvarez are in Consular Instructions, vols. 6 and 11. Despatches and inclosures from him form the bulk of the documents bound in Consular
Letters, Santa Fe. Mexico. His efforts to obtain Mexican recognition as consul are
discussed in Powhatan Ellis to Alvarez, Mexico City, November 2. 1839. Letters to C<m-suls. 1836-1838 (Series C8.13), American Embassy, Mexico City. A letter and petition
of 1845. asking for the reappointment of Alvarez as consul Of. commercial agent are
filed with Papers of M. Alvarez, 1850, 1852, State Department Records. Applications
for Office.
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destroyed by fire in 1922, and there are only six communications from it for the period previous to 1848 in the Washington files of the Department of State.I4 According to
existing records, Joshua Pilcher was commissioned consul
in 1825, and Charles Webber in 1827, but both declined.
John Ward, appointed in 1829, actually went to his post,
but the Department received only two despatches from
him,dated November 27 and 30, 1830. From 1833 to 1848,
John S. Langham, George C. Beeton, John J. Messerve
(Messervey), Edward J. Glasgow, and James Semple served
at Chihuahua, sometimes under consular commissions but
frequently as commercial agents.I5 Moreover, other men
appear to have represented the United States there, either
temporarily or unofficially·.16
Records of the Consulate General at Mexico City contain more items concerning Chihuahua than are to be
found elsewhere. Correspondence passing between the two
posts relates to letters of security for Americans trading to
New Mexico, Indian depredations, restrictions on foreign
retailers, detention of trades and confiscation of goodsP
Applications for letters of security (cartas de seguridad) should prove of historical interest. Communications
concerning them form a large part of the correspondence
carried on between Chihuahua and Mexico City. Requests
usually described single persons and sometimes groups.
Through them it is possible to identify individuals and
parties in overland trade, as the occupations, citizenship,
places of residence in the United States and physical characteristics of the applicants were set forth. The consul at
Mexico City formally requested the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to issue the cartas de seguridad, but the applicants
14. Lee R. Blohm, Consul, to the Secretary of State, Chihuahua, Sept. 6, 1935
(Despatch no. 96), reports the destruction of the records. The six despatches are in
G07t81dar Letters, Chihuahua, vol. 1.
15. The names of the appointees at Chihuahua are in Records of the Department of State: List of U. S. G01!.8Ular Officers by Posts, 1789-1939, vol. 5; and G07t81dar
Officers of the U'1tited -titates, i 775~18'93, vol. 1. Beeton, Messerve and Semple are
not included in the first citation.
16. Mexico City Consulate General. Letters Sent (Series G8.1), Letter Books 1-4.
17. Mexico City Consulate General, Miscellaneous Incomi'1tg L.tters (Series
·C8.2), vola. 1-3; and LetterB Sent (Series G8.1), Letter &loks 1-4.
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received them directly from the officiaJs of the Department
of Chihuahua. 18
Alleged confiscations of goods by the authorities led
several Americans at Santa Fe and Chihuahua to file claims
against the Mexican Government. Initial complaints, often
accompanied by statements of the type and value of the
goods seized, were transmitted to the consulate at Mexico
City.19 Declarations by claimants with inventories and
affidavits are in the records of both the Embassy and Consulate general. 20 Some of the cases were adjudicated under
the Convention of 1839 by the Claims Commission which
sat during 1841-1842.21 Others were not settled until after
the Mexican War in accordance with claims provisions of
the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, February 2, 1848. The
later cases were decided by the Commission of. 1849-1851.22
Misfortunes of the members of the ill-fated TexanSanta Fe expedition of 1841, and efforts of the United States
to procure release of the captives, are set forth not only
in the files of the Washington office of the Department of
State, but also in the records of the American Embassy
and Consulate General at Mexico City. Besides official
communications on the subject, the latter contain appeals
from relatives and friends asking aid for the prisoners.23
The issues raised by Texan attacks on Santa Fe traders
along the Trail in 1843 are also covered in the same series
of records.
18. Mexico City Consulate General, Miscellaneous 'ncoming LettCTs as cited in
Note 17 supra.
19. Mexico City Consulate General, MisceUaMOUB Incomino Letters (Series CS.II),
vols. 1-3.
20. Embassy, LettCTB Sem (Series CS.l); Mar. 25, 1837-Feb. 8, 1889; Mexico City
Consulate General, MisceUaneous Record Book., 1-4 (l~34-1839).
21. Certified copies of Awards, a Letter Book of the Commission, and three Day
Books, 1841-1842, ·are in the files of the Department of State.
22. Records of the ClaiDis Commission, 1849-1851, in the files of the Department
of State, consist of Awards, 2 vols.; OPinions, 8 vols.; and Letter Books, 3 vols.
23. Diplomatic I'ltBtructiO'nB, Texas, vol. 1; Diplomatic DeB'/HLtches, Texas, vol. 1;
Notes from Texas, vol. 1; Notes to Texas, vol. 6; CtmBular Letters, Texas, vol. 1;
Spe<:ial Agents, vol. 13; Diplomatic Instructions, Mexico, vol. 15; Diplom<>tic Des,
patches, Mexico, vols. 10 and 11; ConBUla.r Letters, Santa Fe; Embassy, Letters to
Co'ltBUl8 (SerieB C8.18), May 15, 1886-Sept. 25, 1858; Mexico City Consulate General,
MiscellaneoU8 InComing LettCTs (Series C8.1I), Feb. 4, 1842-Dec. 26, 1844. See also
mss. of President Tyler's Message, June 15, 1842, and accompanying correspondence
in the. files of the Senate. This was published in 27th Cong., 2d Sess., Senate Doc. 325,
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Materials concerning the American conquest and occupation of New Mexico, 1846-1848, the advance to California
from Santa Fe, and the expedition to Chihuahua and
Durango are in the records of the War Department, principally in the files of The Adjutant Generals office. A card
index of Mexican War records assists the searcher in finding
.documents. References are classified under several headings: Army of the West, Santa Fe Expedition, Santa Fe
Post, Santa Fe Route, New Mexico, and Chihuahua. Papers
may be located also by consulting the cards for Stephen W.
Kearny, Alexander W. Doniphan, Philip St. George Cooke,
Sterling Price, Charles Bent, Christopher Carson, and
others. This index refers to letters received and sent. Correspondence of the Office of the' Secretary of War also
contains some materials for the history of New Mexico. 24
However, the files of The Adjutant General are more prolific in Southwestern items than those of the Secretary's
Office.
Records of the Army of the West cover the entire military activity in New Mexico and adjoining regions. Early
items describe the organization of the expedition at Fort
Leavenworth, arrival of the Mormon volunteers, election of
field officers, appointments to Kearny's staff, instructions
to the commander of the artillery, and the raising of Shawnee and Delaware scoutS. 25 Progress of the army across
the plains and into New Mexico is recorded in a series
of despatches and a journal sent in from places along the
route or after Kearny's arrival at Santa Fe. 26 The advance
down the Rio Grande into southern New Mexico is also
recounted in two reports submitted in 1846.27 Departure of
Kearny's forces for the Pacific, their march thither, and
24. War Office, Military Books, 26-29. There are indexes to persons in the
'forepart of each. The Secretary's letters received may be located by referring to the
ReDisteT of LetteTs Received for the proper year.
25. The Adjutant General's Office, 1846, File nos. 79-K. 80-K, 83-K, 84-K. 86-K,
88-K, 97-K; 98-K, 104-K, 105~K; 106-K, l11-K, 112-K. 216-C. 185-S, 206-S; and Letters
Sent, vol. 22, p. 379.
26. AGO, 1846, nos. 114-K, 127-K, 131-K, 163-K, 164-K, 165-K, and 438·W. The
Journal is no. 128-J.
27. AGO, 1846, nos. 173-K and 177-K.
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their subsequent conquest of California, recorded voluminously in the files of The Adjutant Generals office. 28
A copy of the Organic Law of New Mexic~, the socalled "Kearny Code", September 22, 1846, as well as a
number of reports from the military commander, concern
the establishment of territorial government and the appointment of civil officers. 29 The uprising in the Rio Arriba
country resulting in the murders of Governor Charles Bent
and others, and the engagements at Canada, Moro, Embudo,
and Taos, which crushed the revolt, were recounted in four
despatches transmitted in 1847. 30 Materials concerning
Indian affairs, notably about Doniphan's operations against
the Utes and Navahos, and Indian depredations along the
Santa Fe Trail, are in reports for the years 1846-1848.31 In
the files of The Adjutant Generals Office there are despatches from. Doniphan and Price describing the expedition
from New Mexico to Chihuahua and Durango, and others
written during the occupation of Chihuahua, as well as
numerous reports from General John E. Wool on his
intended expedition thither in 1842.32
The Santa Fe trade continued during the Mexican War.
In July, 1846, Robert J. Walker, Secretary of the Treasury,
authorized the Surveyor of Customs at St. Louis to permit
goods purchased at Pittsburgh before the declaration of
war, May 13, 1846, and destined for Santa Fe, to be exported
through Independence, Missouri. 33
New Mexico and California were ceded to the United
States by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, February 2,
1848. Negotiation and ratification of the treaty are re28. Kearny's departure is in AGO, 1846, no. 190-K. For other documents one
should consult the index.
29. The Kearny Code, is AGO, 1846, no. 187-K. See also nos. 173-K, 177-K,
188-K, and 254-R. Additional items on. civil affairs are listed in the index under New
Mexico.
30. AGO, 1847, nos. 150-P, 99-F, 132-G, and 272-W.
31. AGO, 1846, no. 295-D; 1847, nos. 132-D, 174-D, 342-L, 448-L; 1848, no. 21l-H.
32. AGO, 1848, nos. 132-D, 174-D, 176-P, 365-P, 565-P. See also Chihuahua, and
John E. Wool, in the index.
33. Files of the Secretary of the Treasury, Letters to Collectors of Customs, Small
Ports, Series G, vol. 10 (Feb. I, 1846-Nov. 10,1846),809-310.
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corded in the files of the Washington office of the Department of State. S4
Much of the foregoing material relating to New Mexican history before 1848 has been generally known and used
by scholars for many years. However, most of these records were consulted at a time when they were widely dispersed and accessible only after the expenditure of considerable time and money.. Since 1935, they have been gradually acquired,. together with other important records, by
The National Archives, which now makes them readily
available for examination and comparison.

34. Diplomatic I....t"'ction3. Mexico. vol. 16; Diplomatic Desp<ttches, Mexico.
vol. 14. The ms. text of the treaty is in Treatll Series, no. 207. Accompanying it are
documents concerning ratification. notably the protocal of exchange of Queretaro,
May SO. 1848, two articles of which concern land grants in the ceded territory.

Notes and Documents
Lucien B. Maxwell founder of the First National Bank
in Santa Fe, and his neighbor and closest friend, Kit
Carson were to step into the territorial room of the Palace
of the Governors,· they would find themselves in familiar
surroundings. Not only were they frequent visitors to the
Palace, but Miss Marjorie Tichy of the Museum staff, has
installed a First National bank exhibit which vividly brings
to memory the Santa Fe and its pioneer bank of 75 years
ago.
In one wall case is to be seen a life-size figure in the
costume of the ranchero of 1870, the jacket, chaps, spurs,
rope, etc., being those of Don M. Leach, early-day cattleman.
In the case is a diorama of a Barlow-Sanderson stage coach,
replica of one of the two stage coaches in the patio of the
Palace, gifts of the late Arthur Seligman, governor of New
Mexico and president of the bank. Rifles and revolvers and
a leather satchel in which money was carried complete the
display in the case. Above it hang the portraits of the seven
former presidents of the bank, Lucien B. Maxwell, Stephen
Benton Elkins, William W. Griffin, Pedro Perea, Rufus J.
Palen, Levi A. Hughes and Arthur Seligman.
Beaver skin and bayeta robe of Kit Carson, ppwder
horn and rifle of Carson, his inlaid chess board and his
checker board, on which he and Maxwell often played, both
having been skilled chess and checker players, are to be
found in other cases together with a small manikin costumed
in trousers of hide, leggins of heavy cloth, tunic of buckskin,
cap of fur, and accessories. In a third case are photographs
of the five successive homes of the bank, of old customers
such as the five Spiegelberg brothers. In the photographic
display, is a picture of Adolph Bandelier and his family,
taken under the portal of the Kaune home on East De Vargas street. Bandelier was a customer of the bank during
his 10 years in Santa Fe when he wrote his novel, "The
Delightmakers," painted the magnificent portfolio of antiquities and wrote the history of the southwestern missions
for a presentation volume to Pope Leo X; lodged· by the

I

F

257

258

NEW MEXICO HISTO,RICAL REVIEW

latter in the Vatican library. Photographs of Maxwell and
family, a costume doll illustrating the dress of the period,
loaned by Mrs. Paul A. F. Walter, currency of 1871 bearing
the signatures of Stephen B. Elkins and William W. Griffin,
specimen of early-day check with revenue stamp imprint,
an original stock certificate of the bank embellished with a
portrait of Maxwell smoking a cigar, are other items in
the exhibit.
The high desk and stool, the long sofa, the old typewriter lent by Mrs. Gerald Cassidy,-testify to the simplicity
of equipment of the day. Prominent are the scales with
which the gold dust and nuggets brought to the bank for
deposit and sale by Elkins and others were weighed. Not
the least interesting are the huge bank ledgers, journals and
statement, books, as well as the stockholders minute book,
a feature of which is the first drawing of the· seal of the
bank "a wild Indian surrounded by the First National
bank."
The exhibit is a feature of the 75th anniversary celebration of the bank and is well worth a visit and study as
illustrative of old Santa Fe before the day of the railroad.Santa Fe Daily New Mexican, April 16, 1946.
CHEVALLIER [fifty years ago] met his death at the
E
hands of Deputy Sheriff McDaniels. Few words passed,
then both men emptied their six-shooters and Chevallier
LI

died in six hours. The killing occurred Saturday night about
7 o'clock at Phenix, the saloon town about a mile south of
Eddy. The room being full of smoke after the first shot
no other shots took effect, though Chevallier fired four
times and McDaniels five times. Chevallier then walked
to the bar in the front room and gave up his gun, laying it
on the bar. Immediately becoming faint, he was caught
while falling and laid on the floor and Doctor Kensinger
summoned.-Eddy County News, March 15, 1946.
wo hitching posts from in front of homes of pioneer
Carlsbad residents have been placed beside the main
walk leading to the Carlsbad Library by Gene Roberts,

T
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city clerk. The hitching posts are serving two purposesas historical monuments and as a block to persons making
unauthorized paths across Halagueno Park. The red stone
post was brought to the library from in front of the old
Harris home which stood on the corner of Stevens and
Alameda streets. The grey stone post with hitching ring
came from in front of the old MuIane home on North Canyon
street. MuIane was publisher of the old Carlsbad Current.
-The Daily Current-Argus, (Carlsbad), April 4, 1946.
IRE destroyed the old Catholic church at Nambe, north

F of here [Santa Fe], early last night, city fire chief Ellis
Bauer reported, after a candle fell over on the altar. Santa
Fe firemen found the church practically destroyed when
they arrived at the village. Both river and irrigation
ditches were dry and the fire fighters were unable to get
water. Only crumbling adobe walls remain of the edifice,
Bauer said. The church is believed by State Museum authorities to be of 18th century origin.-Las Vegas Daily Optic,
April 19, 1946.
R. T. M. PEARCE JR., head of the English Department at

D the University of New Mexico, was elected president of
the revived New Mexico Folklore Society and instructed to
name regional vice-presidents who will motivate activity in
Las Vegas, Santa Fe, Roswell, Las Cruces and similar communities of the state. Fall and spring meetings will be held,
sometimes outside Albuquerque. Papers presented before
the group and other notations will be published by the society in its own volume, to be called "New Mexico Folklore
Record." The society's reorganization after a dormant
period of some years was effected at a luncheon session Saturday at La Placita.
-Albuquerque Morning Journal, May 21,1946
HE

autobiography of Harry H. Bailey will be printed

T serially in the Las Cruces Citizen beginning with the

issue of April 11, 1946. Mr. Bailey is a pioneer resident of
the Mesilla Valley.
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William A. Pile letter printed below came into the
T
hands of the Editor through the courtesy of Professor
C. Herbert Laub, department of history and government,
HE

University of Tampa, Florida.
follows:

Professor Laub wrote as

I believe I purchased it from John Heisi, dealer in Autographs in
Syracuse, New York; it was listed in one of their frequent bulletins.
I wish to say that it is the only item I recall seeing in Heisi's bulletins, relative to the history of New Mexico.

The original is now on deposit in the State Museum,
Santa Fe.
The General G. A. Smith mentioned in the letter may
have been Giles Alexander Smith who entered the Civil War
as captain of the 8th Missouri infantry and rose to the rank
of major-general. W. F. M. Arny was acting governor of
New Mexico in 1866. Pile was governor of New Mexico
1869-1871. F. D. R.
Territory of New Mexico,
EXECUT'IVE OFFICE
Santa Fe, N. M. Jany 7th 1871
His Excellency
U. S. Grant
President U S
Sir
I have been assured by Genl G. A. Smith and Gov. W. F. M. Arny
that the various representations made to you touching my connection
with the disaffected Republicans "in Mo and enemies of your administration in the party have not been believed by you.
This renders it proper for me to say what I could not have felt
free to say while resting under suspicion in that direction; viz that
while I believed in the propriety of reenfranchising the "rebel element" of that State, I did not justify the bolt; but believed it a mistake, although most of my intimate political friends were in it.
Therecent course of the Mo Democrat in criticizing your administration I think unfair and unjust. Healthful, fair criticism upon the
condu.ct of_Jlu!:>!!~_ affair!>_ is the duty of the "press" but it.~hould_
always be dignified and just.
I sincerely congratulate you on the success of the Resolutions
providing for a commission to San Domingo; in the Senate.
Whatever may be the final action of Congress in reference to
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the annexation of that Island it is certainly desirable to have the
information sought to be obtained by this Commission.
With sincere thanks for much personal kindness and sentiments
of Very high Esteem
I am
Your Obt Servt
Wm. A. Pile

the United States acquired the Southwestern terfrom Mexico in 1848, the problem of the
nomadic Indians came to the fore at once. In the 1850's
the plan of settling them in a reserved territory was adopted
in California and attempted in New Mexico. Selecting the
land for the permanent homesite in New Mexico was difficult because both the Indians and the New Mexicans must
be satisfied, not to mention the various branches of the government that dealt with the matter. An illustration of the
problem is presented in the following documents.
Governor Meriwether negotiated a treaty with the
Jicarilla Apaches on September 12, 1855, and another one
with the Mohuache band of the Utah tribe on September 11,
1855. Neither treaty was ratified by the Senate of the
United States. The first quotation below is Article IV of
the Jicarillatreaty, the second quotation is Article IV of the
Mohuache treaty. Both excerpts are from the records of
the United States Senate, and were obtained in typewritten
form through the courtesy of Watson G. Caudill, Division
of Legislative Archives, The National Archives, Washington, D. C. The Taos memorial and letter are transcribed
from a microfilm copy in the library of the University of
New Mexico; the originals are in the National Archives.
F.D.R.
HEN

W ritory

The United States agree to set apart and withhold from sale, for
the use of the oJicarillas, for their permanent homes, and hereby
guaranty to them the possession and enjoyment of a tract of country
within the Territory of New Mexico, to be bounded as follows, viz:
Beginning on thOe north side of the Chama river, at the mouth of the
Saboya creek, and thence up the said creek to its source; thence westwardly with the summit of the range of mountains in which said creek
heads to the range of mountains that divides the waters of the Chama
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from those of the San Juan; thence southwardly with said last named
range of mountains to the spur thereof, which divides the waters of
Chama from those of the Rio Puerco, which empties into the Rio
Grande; thence along said dividing spur of said mountains eastwardly
to the headwaters of the Arroyo of the Puerto de Abajo; thence down
said creek to its entrance into the Chama river; and thence down said
river to the beginning. It being understood by the parties that the
foregoing boundary is to include all the waters of the Chama river
above the mouth of the Saboya creek.
The United States agree to set apart and withhold from sale, for
the use of the Mohuaches for their permanent homes, and hereby
guarantee to them the possession and enjoyment of a tract of country
bounded as follows, viz: Beginning on the west side of the Rio
Grande, at the mouth of the Jarro creek, thence with a line running
due west to the top of the range of mountains which separates the
waters of the Rio Grande from those of the San Juan; thence northwardly along the top of said range of mountains to the northern
boundary of the Territory of New Mexico; thence east, with the
northern boundary of New Mexico, to the Rio Grande; thence down
the Rio Grande to the beginning. But if the said boundary should
not contain one thousand square miles, then the Mohuache Utahs are
to have other lands assigned to them adjoining the foregoing, sufficient to make up one thousand square miles.
Don Fernandez de Taos
April 21, 1856
Pursuant to previous notice a large meeting of citizens convened this morning at eleven o'clock, and on motion of Antonio Jose
Martinez, Judge Charles Beaubien was unanimously elected President
of the meeting.
On motion of Santiago Valdez, Gabriel Vigil was elected First
Secretary, and on motion of A. 1. Martinez, Leandro Martinez was
appointed Asistant Secretary.
The President having explained the object of the meeting, Mr. A.
1. Martinez moved that a committee be appointed by the President
consisting of seven gentlemen, including the President, with instructions to prepare a memorial to the President of the United States
soliciting the disapproval of Governor Meriwether's treaty of peace
with the Utah and Jicarilla Apache Indians on our immediate frontier.
T'heJ!lotion was c3crried, and Messrs. A. 1. Martinez, Jose Mar-.
tinez, Pascual Martinez, Santiago Martinez, Juan Antonio Archuleta
Jose Francisco Martinez were appointed upon the committee which
then retired.
On Motion the meeting adjourned till 4 o'clock P. M.
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Afternoon Session
T'he meeting assembled pursuant to adjournment.
The committee, through their chairman, reported the following
memorial, which was read as follows;
Memorial addressed to the President of the United States
By the Inhabitants of the County of Taos
Your memorialists, residents in the County of Taos in the Territory of New Mexico, have the honor of elevating their petition to the
high consideration of His Excellency, the President of the United
States, as the only remedy for the evil which so heavily presses upon
them-which they do representing with all due respect that the
Treaty of Peace celebrated by His Excellency, the Governor and
Superintendent of Indian Affairs in this territory, David Meriwether,
with the Utah and Jicarilla Apache Indians, appropriates and designates to them lands upon which to establish a permanent residence
within the limits of this Territory, and even within the very settlements occupied by a large portion of the inhabitants of the northern
district of this Territory, which provision will result in great injury
and the constant danger not only to the vital existence of the residents
of this county, but also to their possessions from which they supply
the necessary support of their families.
Your memorialists further represent that the residence of these
savage tribes in our midst will tend in a great measure to increase the
number of human victims and encourage frequent robberies, as their
natural instinct is ravenous, and in which way they procure a great
portion of their support-subjecting our people to perpetual distress
and poverty, and causing thereby the ruin and destruction of the
wealth acquired by our labor and industry.
Your memorialists further represent that the residence of these
savages in the midst of our settlements will be an inducement for
them to become habitual drunkards, a propensity already almost universal among them-and the result will be worse for this people,
already distressed for such a long period.
Your memorialists would further represent that the policy of
establishing these roving Indians in permanent residences is one of
the most beneficent measures that could be adopted for the interests
of this Territory, but the residences should be placed upon tillable
land out of the limits of the Territory, or where their constant and
cruel depredations would be held in check.
Your memorialists further represent that, being citizens of the
United States, they consider themselves under the paternal care of
the General Government, and under the privileges of such citizens
they are bold to ask and request the President of the United States,
in whom they have great confidence, and the circumstances rendering
proper and necessary our petition, not to ,consent to these memorialists
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being exposed to so much grief and to so lamentable a condition, and
your memorialists pray as follows:
l.-That Gov. Meriwether's treaty of peace appropriating lands
to the Utahs and Jicarilla Apaches be disapproved as soon as possible, for it conflicts too much with the welfare of our people, who did
not know that any such treaty had been made until some time afterwards, and who were in no manner consulted, nor were the interests
of the Territory secured, and which treaty has been disapproved by
our people generally.
2.-That lands be assigned to the said Utah and Jicarilla Apache
Indians to the west of the county of Taos, where there is a great deal
of fertile and fine public domain, which they might occupy, the climate
being very healthy, and which might be occupied by them without
injury to the inhabitants of this Territory.
3.---,That His Excellency the President of the United States is
hereby respectfully requested to give his serious attention to the contents of this petition, and your memorialists pray that you comply
with this their request, should your Excellency deem it necessary so
to do for the interest of this distant Territory.
And your memorialists as in duty bound will ever pray.
County of Taos,
New Mexico
April 21, 1856
On motion of Hon. Santiago Valdez the committee's memorial
unanimously adopted, and the committee discharged.
On motion of Mr. S. Valdez a copy of the memorial was ordered
to be transmitted to the President of the United States, and one copy
to the Delegate in Congress from New Mexico, and the Editor of the
Santa Fe Gazette was requested to publish the proceedings of the
meeting.
On motion the meeting adj ourned Sine die
Charles Beaubien
President
Gabriel Vigil
Leandro Martinez
Secretaries
A true transcription from the original
Dav. I. Miller

Sir:

._ _..-

Abiquiu Agency, N. M.
March 30th, 1856

I have the honor to report, that during the present month, no
depredations or injuries have been committed within the vicinity of
this Agency by any Indians, but to the contrary the Capote Utahs
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and Jicarilla Apaches show the greatest disposition to remain quiet,
and abide the conditions of their respective treaties.
During this month, the said Utahs and Jicarilla Apaches have
been visiting my Agency for the purpose of being supplied with provisions for the maintenance of themselves and families. I have furnished them with corn, meat, and some clothing in sufficient quantities to meet their most urgent wants; these Indians are at this time
very -destitute of food and clothing, and are without means of support. They are anxiously awaiting the arrival of H. E. Governor
Meriwether, in hopes of his being able to assist them in commencing
the cultivation of the soil for their future maintenance.
The deer, on which the Indians principally lived heretofore, in
consequence of the heavy fall of snows and severe cold during the
passed winter, have been so much scattered, that they have been very
unsuccessful in the chase; and therefore it is very necessary that the
Indian Department should establish some regulations for the supplying of these with provisions, for the support of themselves and families; in order that they may not be compelled through hunger to commence stealing and committing other outrages again.
I have the honor to remain
Very respectfully
Your Obdt. Servt.
Lorenzo Labadi
Indian Agent
Ron. G. W. Manypenny
Comms. of Ind. Atfrs.
Washington City

D. C.

Necrology
Merritt Cramer Mechem. The death from pneumonia
of Ex-Governor Merritt C. Mechem at Albuquerque on Friday evening, May 24, 1946, leaves only one survivor of the
territorial supreme court (Judge Edward R. Wright).
Judge Mechem was born at Ottawa, Kansas, on October 10,
1870, the son of Attorney Homer Clark Mechem and Martha
Shannon Davenport Mechem. He attended the public
schools, the Ottawa, Kas., Baptist University, his parents
having been devout Baptists, and Kansas University. He
was admitted to the practice of law at Fort Smith, Ark., in
1895, and came to Tucumcari, N. M., for his health on
March 23, 1903. Mechem was appointed by Governor
Otero, on March 16, 1905, to be district attorney for Quay
and Guadalupe counties, and served in the territorial council
in 1909 for the Fifth district, consisting of Quay, Guadalupe
and San Miguel counties. That same year he was appointed
by President Taft to the New Mexico territorial supreme
court, being assigned the Seventh judicial district with
headquarters at Socorro, which he continued to make his
home until elected governor of New Mexico in 1920. Upon
New Mexico being admitted to statehood in 1912, he was
elected district judge without opposition, serving out his
term until 1920. As governor, Mechem was instrumental in
New Mexico becoming the 36th state to ratify the 19th
amendment to the United States Constitution, granting the
ballot to women. The legislature was lukewarm, maintaining that New Mexico was one of the states in which women
were not yet ready to vote. However, Mechem brought the
Republican leaders over to his viewpoint, and thus New
Mexico enabled the President to proclaim the amendment
adopted, the ratification by 36 states having been necessary.
Governor Mechem, to attest his faith in women's ability to
participate in government, nominated a woman on every
institutional board except that of the penitentiary. Retiring as governor in 1922, having refused renomination,
Mechem resumed lhe practice of law in Albuquerque, taking
as partner Frank Vellacott of Silver City. In 1931 he was
266
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elected president of the New Mexico Bar Association, and
in 1934 formed a law partnership with A. T. Hannett, another ex-governor, remaining a member of the firm until his
death.
Mechem is survived by his wife, Eleanor Frances
O'Heir of Chicago, whom he married on December 12, 1910,
and by his brother, Judge Edwin Mechem of Las Cruces.
He was a 32nd degree Mason, a Son of the American Revolution, a member of the New Mexico Historical Society, the
Albuquerque Lodge of Elks, and of the New Mexico and
American Bar Associations. A man of fine personality, of
wit, humor and friendliness, he was popular and esteemed
by a host of friends of all parties throughout New Mexico.
Funeral services were conducted by the Elks of Albuquerque, on Monday afternoon, May 27. Interment was in
Calvary Cemetery. The Albuquerque Morning Journal paid
Mechem the following tribute:
NECROLOGY

In the death of Merritt C. Mechem, New Mexico loses a beloved
citizen and a foremost member of the legal profession.
Coming to New Mexico in the early 1900's to seek relief from an
asthmatic condition, Mr. Mechem, through his ability in his profession, and his integrity and forthrightness soon became a prominent
figure in the life of the state in its territorial and later statehood days.
He was elected to public office, first as a dis'trict attorney and
later as a district judge. In 1919 he was drafted from the bench by
the Republican convention as the party's candidate for governor, to
which office he was elected. He had reluctantly accepted the nomination. Although he served the public well as chief executive, he
was not entirely happy in political life, and did not seek a second
term, preferring to return to practice of law. He established his
office in Albuquerque to engage in his profession until his death.
Mr. Mechem was a man of high ideals and sterling character.
He was kindly and considerate of others. He was highly respected
by all of his fellow members of the bar and by the thousands of persons who came to know him in his long and active career. His death
is mourned by all these persons, who will honor him as one of the
state's noblest characters.-P.A.F.W.

Lorenzo Martinez-On Sunday, March 31st, the venerable Lorenzo Martinez, of the Taos Indian Pueblo, died at
the age of seventy-nine years. He held the distinction of
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being one of the first Taos Pueblo Indians to be educated at
St. Joseph's School, St. Michael's in Santa Fe, and later at
the famous Carlisle Indian School at Carlisle, Pennsylvania.
Upon returning to Taos he worked as a printer at the Taos
Valley News and interpreted in local courts where he
showed unusual facility in not only Spanish and Indian, but
the English language as well. He was the first Pueblo Indian to serve in Washington on Indian affairs from this
area and also served for many years as a United States
Special Deputy officer for the Indian service.
, Taoseiio, April 11, 1946
John Rhodes.-John Rhodes, 79, old timer in the San
Juan basin, passed away Friday, April 12, 1946, at a Farmington hospital following a lingering illness. Mr. Rhodes
came to the San Juan Basin'in 1880, first locating at Animas
City, later moving to Bondad, then later to Aztec where he
resided until his death. He spent his life engaged in farming and stock raising. John Martin Rhodes was born May
3, 1867 at Mineral Wells, Texas. On February 17, 1891, he
was married to Clara Longwell at Animas City, Colo....
Aztec Independent Review, April 19, 1946

Book Reviews
River of the Sun.. By Ross Calvin. (The University.of New
Mexico Press, Albuquerque, New Mexico, 1946, 153 pp,
$3.50) .
Selected as one of ·the six best-looking trade books for
May (Publishers Weekly, May 4, 1946, pp. 2477-2479),
River of the Sun is beautifully. designed by Carl Herzog, and
delightfully written.
.
From an introductory chapter describing the flora and
fauna of the Gila Valley, the author follows in chonological
order the history of the area. First he tells of the fabled
days of Coronado, a great Spanish explorer who led his men
through the country, then of the days of the Americans, of
trapper and trader, the forty-niners and the official scientific expeditions. When colonizers came to mine or farm,
the Apaches raided, murdered, and continually warred
against the invaders. This struggle down to the Geronimo
episode and final removal of the Indians to government reservations is carefully related.. The last chapter turns again
to the river, its transformations and the changes in the
country due to the overgrazed lands and the resultant
erosion, droughts and floods.
Interestingly written, the book presents the history of
a section of the Southwest that is filled with strange and
fabulous tales of the remains of Indian ruins, ghost towns
of the mining booms, deserted cattle ranches and abandoned
farms. Yet, the beauty of the desert dominates all, the Indians still live on the reservations, the mines still produce
vast amounts of copper and silver, cattle still range the area
and farmers through control of water supplies have made
the farm lands bloom again.
Without the usual impedimenta of the scholarly
treatise, Mr. Calvin has written a convincing, entertaining
and factual volume. But as it is a book designed for the
general reader, one wishes that certain additions could
have been made. Early in the volume the author refers to
the Austrian Cartographer "Kino or Kuehn." Although
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described at some length in a later discussion the reviewer
feels confident that few readers will know Father Kino
from this casual first reference (p. 1). When one cites
numbers they are pretty definite and the ninety years of
American control (p. 2) is actually ninety plus.
Although Mr. Calvin is an enthusiast for the Southwest, he would find it a bit difficult to defend his "nation's
richest farm crops" (p. 5) when challenged by Iowa, Florida
or the Lower Rio Grande Valley.
And the historian will take issue with the brief statement that after Texas became a part of the Union in 1845
"Mexico retaliated by declaring war." (p. 33). The events
are far more complicated than this unqualified sentence
would imply. Although the Gadsden Purchase was ratified
in 1854 (p. 40), the far more familiar date is 1853, the year
of the treaty. Robert McKnight (p. 64) was a trader on the
Santa Fe Trail before the trade was legalized (1821), and
was taken captive for his activities. This explains his tenyear period in the Mexican dungeon which otherwise might
bring some questioning. Although the California Column
(p. 65) did assist in holding New Mexico during the Civil
War, to give it the unqualified glory is a little exuberant,
since Colorado Volunteers plus New Mexican and Union
troops had forced a Confederate retreat before the Californians arrived.
One, too, would question the expressions "such like" (p.
10) and "not in the cards" (p. 19) as not quite the standard
English which characterizes the book as a whole.
Despite these criticisms the reviewer hails the book as
delightfully written, beautifully illustrated with excellent
photography of the region, and as an outstanding example
of craftsmanship and art.
DOROTHY WOODWARD

Memoirs of Elisha Oscar Crosby, edited by Albro Barker,
(The Huntington Library, San Marino, Calif., 1945,
119 pp., $2.75).
This is another volume of the Huntington Library Publications, and a ms. of considerable interest. Beginning
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with the author's background, the Memoirs record experiences on the early gold rush to California via the Isthmus
of Panama.
Arrival at San Francisco is described, also the hardships of living there and the desire and determination of
practically everyone to push on to the gold fields. Crosby
decided to follow his profession rather than mining, but he
recounts the mining methods and the working and living
conditions in the area of Sutter's Fort. Soon a citizen of
the section, he accompanied Butler King of the Special U. S.
Commission on his visit to investigate the general situation
in California.
Delegate for the Sacramento district to the State Convention of 1849, Crosby relates the proceedings and work
which resulted in drawing up California's constitution.
Later appointed Land Commissioner to handle private
claims the author roundly criticizes the litigation and delaying action which so unjustly deprived many original land
owners of their rightful claims.
Crosby returned to New York in 1860 and after Lincoln's election was appointed Minister to Guatemala, then
under dictator President Rafael Carrera. The experience
in getting to the post, his visits to President and Bishop and
other incidents during his mission, are certainly additions
to the history of the period.
He tries unsuccessfully to further a plan for negro
emigration from the U. S. A. to Honduras during his sojourn there. This was to be a partial solution of the then
Union-splitting racial problem. Another question for considerable comment is the diplomatic service. His criticism
is most aptly put.
There is little use in sending into a country as
our representative one who has had a successful
career in Congress and who is totally disqualified
. for such position by reason of his not understanding the language, habits and customs of the people
he is to live among and who has perhaps never before travelled out of the limits of his own state and
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who has no other ambition in representing his
country abroad than an easy residence coupled
with the emoluments incident to his office. Some
of these men live for years in those countries . . .
after they are superseded by some one equally
ignorant and inefficient. . . . (p. 92).
Crosby traveled all over Guatemala and gives interesting comments upon people and conditions. Hiscontacts
with President Carrera were evidently quite pleasant and
somewhat close for the reflections and stories of the dictator
are very illuminating.
The Annecdotal Scraps which end the book give an insight into "high" society of early.___San Francisco.
The volume is adequately edited although some additions and explanations could be made that would make the
book more valuable. The editor sets forth his policy in correction of the spelling of unfamiliar places and persons in
the introduction, yet it would be helpful if the original text
were specified at times, for example: Caribean (p. 12),
buiscuit (p. 19) spelled correctly on the following page,
frejoles (p. 80), Nicarague (p. 81). Mr. Crosby refers
(p. 81) to the Vice Royal Palace and the viceregal government of Guatemala when the:area was only a CaptaincyGeneral under Spain. Occasionally the author seems to
have coined his own words, marquiset (p. 18) for the usual
marquisate and the editor makes no comment.
The volume is an addition to our information on California's statehood convention and the conditions in Central
America. Three illustrations from contemporary prints
add to the book. The Memoirs end abruptly and the subsequent events of the life of the author are supplied in the editor's introduction.
DOROTHY WOODWARD

