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MICHAEL MAULDIN

A'ts'ina
Place of Writings on the Rock

I. The Spirit that Wants Me
II. Starlight on Trees

III. The Old Man and the Boy
IV. Raiders in the West
V. Sanctuary in Box Canyon

VI. Circling Spirit



Commissioned by the Placitas Artists Series for Willy Sucre and Friends

A'TS'INA
Place of Writings on the Rock

“A'ts'ina: Place of Writings on the Rock” was commissioned by the Placitas Artists Series for Willy Sucre and
Friends, who premiered it in 2002.  A recording by the Nevsky String Quartet of St. Petersburg is included on the
compact disc, “Earth Spirit: Chamber Music by Michael Mauldin.”

My wife and I bought and fenced 20 acres of Zuni-Mountain land, to allow it to recover from years of overgrazing.
It is near El Morro National Monument, or “Inscription Rock,” as it is better known in New Mexico.  On outings
to the land, we took family and friends to see the writings at El Morro – boasts of explorers, Indian petroglyphs,
names and comments by early settlers.

At first, I barely noticed the ruins at the top of the rock, and the circular box-canyon behind it.  But for several years
I’ve been fascinated by the “presence” I feel at A'ts'ina, the ancient, sacred Zuni city atop El Morro, and drawn by
the petroglyphs’ communication of the mundane and the spiritual.  The piece comes from my imagining of life
there in the 1200’s, and from the place’s spiritual power today.

Michael Mauldin Duration:  18:06
http://www.mmauldin.com
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Place of Writings on the Rock

“A'ts'ina: Place of Writings on the Rock” was commissioned by the Placitas Artists Series for Willy Sucre and
Friends, who premiered it in 2002.  A recording by the Nevsky String Quartet of St. Petersburg is included on the
compact disc, “Earth Spirit: Chamber Music by Michael Mauldin.”

My wife and I bought and fenced 20 acres of Zuni-Mountain land, to allow it to recover from years of overgrazing.
It is near El Morro National Monument, or “Inscription Rock,” as it is better known in New Mexico.  On outings
to the land, we took family and friends to see the writings at El Morro – boasts of explorers, Indian petroglyphs,
names and comments by early settlers.

At first, I barely noticed the ruins at the top of the rock, and the circular box-canyon behind it.  But for several years
I’ve been fascinated by the “presence” I feel at A'ts'ina, the ancient, sacred Zuni city atop El Morro, and drawn by
the petroglyphs’ communication of the mundane and the spiritual.  The piece comes from my imagining of life
there in the 1200’s, and from the place’s spiritual power today.

Michael Mauldin Duration:  18:06
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I. The Spirit that Wants Me
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V. Sanctuary in Box Canyon
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III. The Old Man and the Boy
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VI. Circling Spirit
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II. Starlight on Trees
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I. The Spirit that Wants Me
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II. Starlight on Trees
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