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Approved: March 31, 1981 
Amended: May 9, 1989 
Amended: April 10, 1990 
Amended : May 11 , 1993 
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UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO 
BYLAWS OF THE FACULTY SENATE 

I. SENATE STRUCTURE 

A. OFFICERS 

1. The Senate shall elect the following officers and representatives annually. The 
Operations Committee will always include six faculty members, so that if 
President and the President-Elect are the same person (i.e., when the President­
Elect runs for a second term and is elected), or if the Past President and 
President are the same person (i.e., during the second term of a two-year term as 
President), then four members of the Operations Committee shall be elected. 

(a) President 

(b) President-elect 

(c) Three members of the Senate Operations Committee 

2. DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

(a) The President shall have the following duties: 

(1) Serve as chairperson of the Senate and the Operations 
Committee. 

(2) Represent the Faculty before the Regents, Administration and 
other groups as appropriate. 

(3) Appoint ad-hoc committees as necessary to conduct Senate 
business. 

(b) The President-elect shall have the following duties: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Serve on the Operations Committee 

Perform the duties of the President in the absence of the 
President. 

Assist the President in representation before the Administration 
and other groups as appropriate. 

3. ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

(a) The election of the President-elect and Operations Committee members 
shall be conducted annually at a special meeting of the incoming Senate 

I 







II. SENATE OPERATING POLICIES 

A. COMMITTEES 

1. In its capacity as a committee on committees, the Operations Committee shall 
make recommendations to the Senate for all committee appointments (including 
committee chairpersons) that are the responsibility of the Senate. These 
appointments shall be voted on by the Senate. 

2. All members of the University voting faculty are eligible for appointment to 
standing faculty committees or as faculty representatives on administrative and 
student committees. Appointments shall be determined by the Senate upon 
recommendation of the Operations Committee. 

3. During the Spring Semester of each year, all faculty shall be asked to rank the 
various committees according to their preference for membership on those 
committees. The Operations Committee shall recommend appointments to 
committees based as feasible upon the stated preferences of faculty members. 

4. Senators are encouraged to serve on a University Committee, and will be given 
priority consideration in appointments to committees. 

5. Initial committee appointments will normally be effective on July 1 of the year of 
the appointment. Replacement appointments will be effective when approved by 
the Senate. 

6. When it is desirable, in the judgment of the Operations Committee and the 
current Committee chair, if there is one, for a committee appointment to begin as 
soon as possible, the Operations Committee may make such an appointment on 
a provisional basis, pending approval by the Senate at its next meeting. 

7. Administrative officers (Vice Presidents and College Deans) shall not serve as 
Senate appointed committee members. 

8. ABSENTEEISM 

1 . Given the importance of insuring active participation of all Senators and 
representation of all parts of the university, Senators who are unable to attend a 
Senate meeting should select an alternate faculty member (with voting rights, 
from the unit the Senator represents) to attend the meeting, vote on any action 
items, and report on the meeting to the Senator's constituency. If a Senator 
misses two Senate meetings in a given semester, and is not represented by a 
designated alternate, the President shall consult with the Senator concerning 
attendance and may, after consultation with the Operations Committee, declare 
the seat vacant. 

2. tf a Committee member of any Faculty Senate Committee misses two meetings 
in a given semester, the Chair of the Committee should consult with that person 
and may recommend to the Operations Committee that the seat be declared 
vacant and the person replaced. 

C. PROCEDURE 

1. Each speaker is limited to five minutes each time when spea~ing to an issue. 

2. The Senate shall normally meet the fourth Tuesday of every month at 3:00 p.m. in 



the Kiva Auditorium. Additional meetings may be scheduled by the Operations 
Committee as needed. 

3. The President of the Faculty Senate shall have the right to vote as a member of 
the body on each motion before the Senate. 

4. A quorum shall consist of 40 percent of the Senate membership. 

Ill. COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP AND DUTIES 

A. The duties and composition of committees presently listed in the Faculty Handbook will 
remain as stated. 

B. For committees not presently listed in the Faculty Handbook the composition will be as 
follows: 

1. At least 12 members 

(a) One member from each of the following academic areas (where possible 
given the number of faculty in each area): Architecture and Planning, 
Education, Engineering, Fine Arts, Law, Library, Management, Medicine, 
Nursing, Pharmacy, Dental Hygiene and Public Administration. 

(b) Two members from Arts and Sciences. · 

(c) Additional members as recommended by the Operations Committee and 
approved by the Faculty Senate. 

2. Members shall normally serve two-year terms with approximately half of the 
membership appointed each year. 

3. Committee membership normally shall include both senators and non-senate 
faculty. 
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