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DEVELOPMENTAL ASPECTS OF 

NONSOLUTION IN ADULTS 

Elliot Jay Rapoport, Ph.D. 
Department of Psychology 

The University of New Mexico, 1977 

ABSTRACT 

The relationship between the complete learning concept 

task and Piagetian tasks used to evaluate the presence and 

extent of formal operations was investigated with adult 

college students. The results of this study demonstrate 

that both solving and nonsolving in concept tasks are a 

subject related parameter and are stable over twenty-four 

to thirty-six hour intervals. The generality of formal 

operations in adult college students was found to be 

significantly less than that predicted by Piaget. The 

relationship between the concept task and the Piagetian 

formal operations tasks was assessed using correlations and 

was found to be significant. In addition, the type of con­

ceptual strategy used by the subjects was found to be pre-

.dictive of performance on the formal operations tasks� The 

results are discussed in terms of the cognitive skills used 

by the solvers and the cognitive deficits present in the 

nonsolvers. Theoretical implications of the analysis of 

formal operations as a subset of concept formation are 

discussed as are the educational implications. It is con­

cluded that the concept paradigm represents a significant 

methodological improvement over the Piagetian tasks currently 

used for formal operations assessment. 
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