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capriciousness of nature, while at the same time forging a link between
humans and Tlaloc's realm.
According to Arnold, the intimate relationship between the Mexica
and their landscape contrasted sharply with the outlook of Sahagun, whose
goal was to create an otherworldly New Jerusalem in the Americas. The
origins of the Franciscan order-as a reaction against the material world
emphasized by the late-medieval profit economy-shaped the ethnographic
account within the Florentine Codex, and by juxtaposing these radically
different views of the same land, Arnold achieves a new understanding of
both cultures.
This book contains excellent maps illustrating the Mexica landscape,
but a calendar correlating pre-Hispanic and Gregorian months with the
agricultural cycle would have helped even further. Such a calendar might
also have assisted in reaching a more accurate count of the monthly festivals
dedicated to Tlaloc (p. 78). But this is no easy task, for the fertility cult
indigenous to the Valley of Mexico overlapped with Mexica tribal rituals as
well as with ceremonies legitimizing the Aztec state. By concentrating on
Tlaloc, Arnold may well have exaggerated the distinctions between the
Spanish colonial ethic of occupation and that of the Mexica, who also
occupied the Valley of Mexico through conquest. Nevertheless, he has
succeeded in making geography, like astronomy, an essential tool for all who
seek to understand the Aztec world.
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