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From Viracocha to the Virgin of Copacabana: Representation of the Sacred
at Lake Titicaca. By Veronica Salles-Reese. (Austin: University of Texas
Press, 1997. ix + 208 pp. Illustrations, map, tables, appendix, notes,
bibiiography, index. $30.00 doth, $13.95 pape1.,

Inspired by the conceptual tools of religious phenomenology,
Veronica Salles-Reese's absorbing study of "the discourse of the sacred"
surrounding Lake Titicaca stretches from a dimly perceived pre-Inkaic period
to the enthronement and sway of a sculpted image of the Virgin of the
Candlemas on the Copacabana Peninsula in the late-sixteenth and early
seventeenth centuries. Her book is literary history, featuring a sophisticated
attention to the discursive strategies of informants and chroniclers and to the
dynamic relationship between Andean and European ways of knowing and
attempting to dominate history. It should encourage students from different
disciplines to undertake new research into fundamental sources and questions
often treated somewhat mechanically, and at times almost exclusively, by
historians of the Catholic Church or of particular religious orders.
Salles-Reese argues that Lake Titicaca was sacred for a succession
of cultures who came to control it and its surroundings, and that its continu
ous sacred history can be organized into "narrative cycles" corresponding to
three cultural moments: the pre-Inkaic or Kolla, the Inka, and the Christian.
The chronicles themselves contribute the seriality of this tripartite scheme
which can, as a result, appear deceptively tidy. In her reading, Salles-Reese
remains admirably sensitive to how the three cycles of sacred narratives have
overlaid and influenced one another. Indeed, her study is first and foremost

BOOK REVIEWS

447

involving "extirpation") would survive closer examination.
Yet, even if too absolute, Salles-Reese's contrast of Ramos Gavilan
and the other Augustinians is compelling and brings intriguing questions to
the fore. Was Ramos Gavilan's attempt to reconcile the Andean and Chris
tian really so original or "paradoxical" in his time? Perhaps he had more
diverse company than the brothers in his order, and his text more social
context, than can be adequately appreciated within the confines of the
standard story of declension so familiar to students of the evangelization of
indigenous peoples in colonial Spanish America-a periodization that depends
on friarly optimism yielding to rising secular disenchantment (and cold
Jesuitical effectiveness), before sliding inexorably towards coercion and
resignation? Veronica Salles-Reese's innovative and wonderfully engaging
work refreshes the study ot religious chrorucles and colorua1 history in
general, and it should provoke much new work on the connecting mental
orbits of Ramos Gavilan's contemporaries.
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