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were old soldiers related to the present generation of
sepoys, their fears carried over into the ranks of the
native army.

In fact, the Punjab Land Colonization Bill was an
innocuous piece of legislation which sought to legalize
the existing conditions on which tenants held their lands
and to formalize the practices of aduinistratian.24
Unfortunately, the bill was poorly worded and did suggest
that conditions of land tenure in the colonies was being
altered. Agitation against the measure began almost at
once. The native was encouraged to believe that the govern-
ment was preparing to repudiate its promises and take back
the land. In response to all the local furore against it,
the bill was drastically altered in sub-committee where

everything new and objectionable was cut out. It then passed

the provincial legislative council to be vetoed by Lord

24Nhen the colonies were originally settled, their
administration had been the responsibility of a sole offi-
cial, the Colonization Officer. Acting in the interest of
the majority, he compelled tenants to build on a uniform
plan, plant trees, and adopt certain sanitary precautiomns.
But the day finally arrived when persuasion by personal
influence was no longer sufficient and the Punjab authori-
ties moved to legalize the existing set of rules and
regulations. What the government failed to do was to
publicize its intentions and take the xyot into its confi-
dence 80 as to leave no room for misunderstanding. The
Times, May 22, 1907, 9 c-d.
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Minto, who regarded it as a principal cause of disorder
in the Punjab.

A concerted effort was made to undermine the loyalty
of the native troops. Copies of a letter purportedly
written by a frontier soldier in America to a sepoy in
India were circulated to the forces. 8ikhs, Moslems, and
Rajputs were asked why they accepted lower wages than the
British soldier when Negroes in the United States Army
were paid at the same rate as white men. At a public meet~-
ing in Ferozepore, the Sikhs were told that it was owing
to their willingness to shoot down their fellow-countrymen
in the Mutiny that Englishmen retained their hold on India.

Police in the Hasan Abdal district arrested two rumor-
nongers for spreading the story that British officials were
poisoning wells and springs in the vicinity. To lend
credence to their tale, the two gave public demonstrations
of how this was done. One sprimng into which the poison balls
(containing plague germs) supposedly had been thrown was the
Baba Wali, a very sacred spot for Moslems and Sikhs aliks.zs

Two natiomalist orators in particular attracted the

| attention of the authorities in the Punjab: Lala Lajpat

Rai, the well-known religious leader and guiding spirit

25gtandard, May 23, 1907.
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behind the Arya Samaj, and Ajit Singh, the S8ikh organizer
of an Indian Patriot's Association. To English ears the
speeches and writings of these two sounded like thimly-veiled
sedition. An official inquiry was called to look into their
activities, but was cancelled at the last minute on orders
from Sir Denzil Ibbetson. A large crowd which had gathered
outside the courthouse at Rawal Pindi to protest the inquiry
would not disperse and began attacking any European property
it could lay its hands on. S8Several bungalows and a motor-
car were wrecked before police could restore order. The
riot at Rawal Pindli led to one of the most remarkable state
trials ever held in India. 8ix Hindu lawyers, three of
them barristers of the London Inns of Court, were charged
with inciting subjects of the King-Emperor to rebellion.
Placed under arrest in May, 1907, they were held without
bail through the summer months. Shortly after their
release, one of the lawyers died of an illness apparently
contracted in jail. thﬁ at last the others were brought
to trial, all were acquitted of complicity in seditious
activities by the High Court. Britain's reputation for

fair and impartial justice suffered a severe blow as a

result.
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Even more serious disturbances occured in the west
coast metropolis of Bombay. The outstanding nationalist
figure in the Deccan was Bal Gangadhur Tilak, the staunch
defender of orthodox Hinduiesm and publisher of the Maratha
weekly, Kesari (The Lion). More than any other person in
India, Tilak represented the spirit of revolt of East
against West., He was the first to conceive the idea of
disguising a political movement behind a religious revival
and organized the cult of the elephant-headed god Ganesha,
the remover of obstacles, in this case, the British Raj.
His secular hero was the eighteenth-century Maratha chief-
tain, Sivaji, who gained immortal fame by disemboweling
the Moghul general, Afzal Khan, while the two were engaged
in preliminary peace talks. Tilak waged an incessant
campaign against such Western-inspired innovations as the
Age of Consent Act (1890), which sought to mitigate the
evils of Hindu child-marriage. He founded gymnastic
societies to improve the Hindu physique and directed the
program of the Anti-Cow Killing Society, vhose purpose was
to guard the religion of the Vedas against the devious
inroads of Christianity and Mohammedanism alike.

Tilak's appeal was simple and straightforward. India,

and especially Maharashtra (ancient land of the Marathas), had
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been happiler and more prosperous under the Hindu kings than
it could ever hope to be under British rule. If the
foreigner had served a useful purpose in introducing India
to the science and technology of the West, the cost had
been heavy to the spiritual and material welfare of the
people. When, on July 23, 1907, word spread through the
working district of Bombay that Tilak had been convicted
of treason and was to be exiled, workers in nine cotton
mills struck in protest. The cloth, grain, freight, and
stock markets, as well as the cotton exchange, suspended
business. By the next morming, the city was in the grip
of a general strike with seventy mills non-operative.

Chaos erupted in the downtown area where well-to-do Bania

and Bhattia merchants--until then regarded as too weak to
engage in open violence~-~led a tumultuous riot. The Poona mail
train was held up by insurgents at a station in the mill dis~-
trict and crowds surged through the streets carrying black
flags bearing the portrait of Tilak. For six days, Bombay
resembled a city under siege. Pushed to the limit of patience,
police and militiamen fired on the crowds killing at least

26
twenty demonstrators.

26gtanley A. Wolpert, Tilak and Gokhale: Revolution

and Reform in the Making of Modern India (University of
California Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles: 1962), pp.

166-68.







