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distinguished himself in his support of Bureau of Reclamation's struggle
against PG & E for construction of its own power distribution system
in the Central Valley. A significant aspect of the special election
was organized labor's unprecedented political action campaign. Mayo
fought hard for labor support in the mountain communities, but most
AFL and CIO support went to Engle. On August 31, 1943, election
returns slowly trickled in. Interest of the national Democratic
leaders was revealed when party chairman Frank S. Walker telephoned
Judge Carr twice for the latest results. It was not until the next
afternoon before the Judge informed Engle that he had eked out a
narrow victory. 28 On September 23, House Speaker Sam Rayburn
of Texas swore Engle in as the newest member of the House of
Representatives.

Engle moved quickly to shore up his strength among the miners
in the central and southern portions of his district. While waiting for
the state to certify his victory, he toured mining communities through-
out the district to determine their interests. He also sought committee
assignments that would reflect economic interests of his district.
Engle was happy to get on the Committee on Public Lands where he
intended to ameliorate the burden of county governments whose tax
base was steadily eroded by federal land acquisitions, He was also
relieved to be assigned to the Committee on Mines and Mining which
was preparing a nation-wide mineral resources survey for wartime

and postwar development. This committee also provided funds for
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an iron ore survey to establish the foundation for steel development
on the West Coast. Since more than eighty percent of California's

iron ore deposits lay in the Second District, most of the funds would
be channelled to Engle's constitutents. Engle also moved to revoke
1.-208, a campa.ign that became successful in early October 1945. 29

As he labored in the House, Engle received political intelligence
from Jay Pee Hall and his associates. Along with information supplied
by James K, Carr, son of Judge Carr and assistant Regional Director
of the Bureau of Reclamation in Sacramento, Engle discerned that
his weakest areas lay in Siskiyou County dominated by State Senator
Randolph J. Collier and in Calaveras County where Jesse Mayo's
newspapers molded public opinion. Mayo again challenged Engle in
the May 1944 primary election and was going nowhere until the old
Table Mountain Dam issue threatened to tear Engle's political base
apart.

The Table Mountain Dam controversy reflected the decades-
long struggle bhetween Arthur l.ee Conard and Judge Carr over dam
construction on the Sacramento River north of Red Bluff as well as
the bitter jurisdictional struggle between the Corps of Engineers and
the Bureau of Reclamation in the Central Valley. On May 9, 1944,
the Flood Control Act of 1944 had reached the House floor with a
provision calling for the Corps to build a dam at Table Mountain.
Jim Carr wrote the Bureau's plan to build dams on the Sacramento's

tributary streams in order to achieve flood control in the Sacramento
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Valley without destroying a significant portion of Shasta County's
agricultural economy. 30 1o Engle's chagrin, the Corps of Engineers
opposed the tributary dam concept, and the Bureau refused to endorse
it without further study. Consequently, Engle backed the Conard
position, but he inserted an amendment to guarantee that the dam be
low-level in order to minimize land destruction in Shasta County. 31

Judge Carr, outraged over Engle's action, declared that Engle
had misled voters on his true attitude towards the Table Mountain
project. In an unprecedented action he bolted from Engle's campaign
and endorsed Jesse Mayo. A worried Engle arrived in Red Bluff
too late to head off the Judge. The primary results demonstrated
that Engle was iﬁ good shape as he and Mayo won their respective
primaries. In late August 1944 Judge Carr suffered a fatal heart
attack, and the Shasta Democrats quietly returned to the Engle fold.
Although Engle won overwhelmingly in November, the Table Mountain
threat taught him that in the Second District the miners held the key
to political success or failure. 32

Engle worked hard to consolidate his position in the Second
District throughout the forties. With contacts in the Western Mining
Council, notably Jay Pee Hall and J'aék Kempvanee, he made inroads
on the independent mining constituency. His greatest threat after
the Table Mountain Dam flap in 1944 occurred in the 1948 primaries

over his vote for the Taft-Hartley Act of 1947. Taft-Hartley had

been passed over President Truman's veto and sought to curb union
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abuses by banning the closed shop, limiting union campaign donations,
and by giving the President authority to seek an eighty-day injunction
to break strikes affecting the nation's safety. Engle was one of the
few western Democrats to vote for the anti-labor legislation, 33 but
he immediately realized that he had made a major error . He had
always enjoyed strong labor support in his campaigns, and the CIO
was strong in the many lumbering communities of his district,
Organized labor set out to punish Engle by fielding candidates against
him in the 1948 primary.

Adding to Engle's political troubles came newspaper accounts
of his private divorce from Hazel. Hazel Engle had never been happy
with Engle's career and was not at home in Washington society.
Their marriage had been deteriorating for several years, and they
quietly obtained a divorce in Florida. Suddenly, newspapers all
over the Second District published sensational accounts of the divorce
proceedings. Engle offered no '"public defense'' and declined to do
anything to encourage discussion in the newspapers. He hoped that
the sensationalism of the newspaper accounts ‘would ""reflect upon their own
truth and their source. Nor, in my opinion, will the coincidence
of their publication at this time be overlooked. 1134 Jay Pee Hall
was upset over the news, but he later concluded, "It may hurt you
some with the long-hairs but I don't think it will hurt you E)oliticallyj
to any great extent. 135

Although Collier and Mayo appeared anxious to come out







