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ABSTRACT 

This paper presents the case for increased use of subterranean space. 

It does so by creating an awareness among architects and other design 

professionals that there are benefits to be found by underground designs 

that are unique to the concept. Secondly, it gives those professionals 

a base of knowledge in subterranean use that, when combined with their 

professional expertise, will give them a solid base from which to advocate 

subterranean architecture. 

In order to achieve the above goal, this paper has been divided into 

historical precedents, current examples, terminology and definitions, 

functional classifications, conceptual theories, subterranean structures 

and energy conservation, soils and their physical characteristics, social, 

legal, and code restrictions, and design examples. Each area of informa­

tion has the function of enlightening the architect about one specific 

facet within the subterranean concept. 

The conclusion of this paper is that in spite of the benefits of 

underground use in energy conservation, architects continue to neglect a 

potentially valuable resource. They do so because of prejudice rather 

than because of any real deterrents to its use. Finally, it concludes 

with the supposition that as energy savings become more critical, subter­

ranean design styles will become a more valid and acceptable form of archi­

tectural expression. 
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