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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The study of educestion covers many broad fielda, Not
the least among these fields 1s the history of education. As
the rise asnd fzll of a eivilizetion is dependent to & large

degree upon the extent of its history of education in a

particular area, the student gains an insight into our history

beyond the normel scope. He derives & better understanding of

the people, thelr thoughts, their lives; he examines & re-
stricted view in the story of our civilization.

I. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. The object of thls thesls
is to present the story of educ:ction and its related activi-
ties from 1878 to 1949 in the public schoole of San Juan
County, lew Mexleo. | _

Importence of the problem. By studying past events
connected with eduecation and watching those events mould the
present plcture, the student appreciates more wh:t he has
inherited. He 1e &ble to eriticige practices of today with
& better understanding.

Educ:stion ranks emong its eritice most of the people
in the United States. By studies such as the present one,
this group becomes more familiar with the objJect of 1ts

eriticism.
The history of educetion in New Mexlco is incomplete.
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Jompiling the hilstories of the counties is &n invaluable
£1d to the historian for the state.

An avallable source of materlal is represented in the
old peorle who were ere witnesses of the story of early
education., It is important that the histories be written
before this source becomes non-exlstent,

Delimitation of the problem. Private and parochial

schools are mentioned but are not considered at any length,
although schools connected with the Catholic, Methodist,
and FPresbyterian churchee contributed to education in the
county. The education of the Indians is touched only
briefly regardless of the fact that over nslf the aresa

of the county 1s Indian Reservation. In connection with
the public schools mention is made of literary socletles,
teachers' organizations, the Parent-Teachers' Assoclation,
the consolidation movement, physicel education, transpor-
tatlon, the hot luneh program, the Dixon case, music,
extra-curriculsr activities, curriculums, certification,
and qualification of educator, but the subjects are not

treated exheustively or critically.
II. SOURCES OF THE DATA

The datsa are taken from books of history of New
lexlco, blennial revorts of the state superintendents of

public instruetion, revorts of the territorisl superin-

tendentz of publie instruction, revorts of the territorial
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superintendents, filee of newspapers in Aztec end Farmington,
peresonel interviews, and unpublished papers.

A valusble source of material in the historicsl files
of the educatlonal depertment at Santa Fe proved to be a
scrapbook that contained old miscelleneous materisl about
the schools. The library of the University of New Mexlico
provided biennial revorts of the state superintendent of
instruction end Duke's thesis on the political hiastory of
the county.

1II. HETHOD OF PROCEDUHE

The newspaper editors were generous in meking thelr
flles avallable. From the early files ell notations re-
gerding the schools were listed. These notations were
gathered under headings that approximate the titles to
the chapters. The editors recommended subjects for possible

interviews. The interviewees told of others.
iV. ORGANIZATION OF THE REMAINDER OF THE STUDY

By loceting the county and describing its physical

charecteristics, an orientstion is provided for the reader.

A history of the county, accompsnled by the soclzl and

economic plecture, familisrizes him with the people and their
means of livelihood. Chapter III deals with the beginning

of educztion in La Pleta, Aztec, &nd Farmington. Other
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schoole 1n the early days of the county are pictured in

"~

Chepter IV, with an examinstion &t the county level. In

Chepter V sctivities assoclated with the early schools and

4+

Lhe higher education movement are presented. The rise of

the high schoole is treated in Chapter(VI, )Jand the general

\

plcture le discussed to the present day. A summary and

conclusione are contained in ChapterVII,) followed by &
NG

blibllography.







CHAPTER II
THE COUNTY
I. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

San Juan County occuples the north and west corner
of New Mexlieo. Fecullarly, ite northweet corner adjoins
the states of Arizona, Utah, and Colorado. On the north,
tne county ls bounded by Colorado; to the west by Arizona.
Rio Arriba and Sandoval counties are to the east, and
McKinley County ias to the south.

The San Juan River enters at the northeastern
boundary, flows through the north-central portion, end
leaves near the northwestern boundary. Ites length in
New Mexleo 1s 124 milee. Trilbutaries which meet the river
in New Mexleo are the Pine, Animas, and La Plata. They
rise in the high mountains of southern Colorado and flow
generally south %o their rendezvous. Because 54 per cent
of the state's total flow of water la contained in these
rlvers,l this county 18 unigue in New Mexico. Between the
rivers the country consiste of teble lands which are
largely uninhablited. ©Bouth of the 3an Juan River the
vast mesas &re broken by long, broad arroyas. Largo

Canyon is the longest and brosdest. This land of much

1

Relph E. Twitchell, The Leading Facts of New Mexlco

History (Cedsr Raplds: The Torch Press, 1912), 1V, 187.

i :
v ge
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7
water 1s separated from the rest of New Mexico by deserts.
Consequently, intercourse with the rest of the state has
been retarded. Ute and Nava)o reservations contain over
half the total acreage of the county.2 The liavajos are
the most numerous; their large reservation occupies the
western portlion. The Utes ere in the north. One-twentieth
of the state's area, or 5,942 square miles, are contained

in the boundaries of Ban Juan County.
1I. BRIEF HISTORY

The eerly colonizers settled along the rivers. €.
Kootnz locsted in the area that became Azteo ;n~187l.3

Spanlsh American familles from Tierra Amsrills,
Santa Fe, and the San Luls Valley 4in Colorado

first occupied the region of the upper San Juan.
Here they established Manzonares Community,

later called Alcatraz, in 1875-76. However, as
early &s 1817 Anglo-American-setilers began to
locate below the mouth of Lsrgo Canyon on the San
Juan River. In early 1877 settlements had also
begun in the Animes Valley, and the following

year several families occupled lands in the Le
Flata velley. By 1879 then, there were settlements
in all three of the important aroaa,hand the natural
development of the reglon had begun.

The legislature of the territory created a San Juan

County in 1861, but sbolished it in 1862. The grester part

- George B. Anderson, xlstorz.gg_gf! Mexlco (Loe Angeles:
Paciflic Statea Publishing C ompany, 1907}, p. 52%.

3 Ibid., p. 862.
¥ Robert W. Duke, "Politicsl History of San Juan

County, New Mexieco, 1876-1926," (unpublished Master's thesis,
The University of New Mexlceco, Albuquerque, 1947), p. 15.






became two Indian reservations: Jicerilla Apache to the
east and Navajo to the west. The western portion of the
Apache reservation wes opened to settlement in 1876, The
colonized ares was & part of Taos County. In 1881 the
legislature reerrenged boundsries, and the San Juan ares
came into Rio Arribs., BSan Juan County, es bounded in this
history, dates from the year 1887.

A county seat was not speclified by the leglsletive
act that created the county. Aztec assumed the situation
temporarily. In 1890 an election for the purpose placed the

peruenent county government &t Junction City across the river

from Farmington. Aztec protested to the presiding Judge of
the district. Judge Seeds ordered that Aztec be the berma-
nent seat. Junction City appealed to the Supreme Court of
the Territory. Judge Seed'e ruliing was upheld and Aztec
becsme the permanent county seat in 1892.

Indian uprisings occurred in 1879, 1881, and 1893.
The Btocton Cattle War, similer to the famed Lincoln County
VWar, lested from 1880 to 1882. The cattlemen warred with the
sheepmen in 1885 aend 1886. In the following yesar & Spanish-

American, Anglo-American melee neerly occurred when & gentleman

6
from Lergo was lynched st Bloomfleld.

In 1903 telephone lines invaded the county. The

3 For & full discussion of the fight for the county
sect, see Duke, op. cit., Chepter I1I.

é Ibid., Chapter II.







telephone preceded the rsilrosd by two years. The Denver
and Rio Grande Western came down the Animes from Durango

to terminate in Farmington. The territory becsme a state
in 1912. The prosperous years of the twenties and the de-
preesion of the thirties did not resch the extremes in the

county thet were experienced by more urben counties.
I1i. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC FEATURES

Todey the people are distributed slong the rivers.
On the upper San Juan eround Blanco the people are pre-
dominantly Spenish-Americen, Vhere San Juan, Animes, snd
the Ls Plate meet, is Fermington; 1ts populsation apprg?;-
mates 5,000. Letter Day Saints populate the valley of fthe
San Juan west of Farmington to the Navajo Rbaorvnglqn, Kirt-
land is fifteen miles west of Farmington. North and ezst
of Farmington, fifteen miles up the Animas River, is Aztec,
the county seat.

Scant rainfall makes irrigation necessary, although
& few dry-farm crops &re ralsed., Of the streams mentioned
only the La Plata driesz up during the late summer.

The prinecipal oeccupsation of the people is farming.
Cattle and sheep raiesing, Indlan and tourist treding, and
petroleum products end coel provide lucrative livelihoods.
Peacnhes, apples, pears, spricots, plume, and chnerries abound.
Truck gardening i1e the rule, although specialization 1is in

beans at Bloomfield and in wheat on the upper La Plata.
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The messs cetween the rivers afford good pasturage for cettle
and sheep. Minersl resources are carboniferous in nature.
Extensive cosl deposits, virtuslly untapped, underlie the
area. Tremendous deposits of natursl gas supply much of the
stete. The presence of oll is undetermined specifically,
though & large fleld was loceted recently twenty miles north
in Coloredo. The Indlan trade is clted &s one resson for
the steady growth of Farmington. The Aztec rulng and Checo
Cenyon &re year-round goals of tourists.

Because of its pecullsr locztion, people of the
county ere sllied wlth southern Colorado, socislly, economi-
cally, and educetionally. The 3an Juan Basin, comprising
parts of New Mexico, Colorado, and Utah, has come to be re-
gerded s & geographical entity. Durasngo, Coldrado, 1e the
largest city in the Basin., New Mexiean people in the &rea
look to it for cultural leadersnip. A Jjunior college

loceted &t Ft., Lewls serves the Basgin.







CHAPTER III

EARLY EDUCATION IN THE LA PLATA VALLEY, AZTEC
AND FARMINGTON (1878-1912)

Avallable records point toward La Plata as the site
for the flrst school in San Juan County. W, F. Thomas, &
resident of the town of La Plata, sald that education in
that area datea from the year 1878.1 Locke etated that
the first school in the county was located in the Farmington
area in 1879.2 Sherman Howe of Aztec thinks thaet there was
& term of school in Aztec in 1879.°

Following the evident order of chronology the writer
will treat first with education in the La Plata area.

I. EDUCATION ON THE LA PLATA RIVER, 1878-1912

Edward Thomas ceme to La Flata on Thanksgiving Day,
1878. He organized a school which met in his cebin and

- Personeal interview with W, F. Thomas of La FPlata,
New Mexico, April 10, 1949. Hr, Thomss was born in La Plata
in 1879. His uncle was Edward Thomes, who came to the San
Juan area in 1878. Heresfter this interview will be cited
a8 W, F, Thomes, personsl interview.

2
Robert W. Duke, "Politicsl History of Sen Juan County,
New Mexico, 1876-1926." (Unpublished Master'e thesls, The
University of New Mexiecoe, Albuguerque, 1947), Appendix III,
p. 175, citing William Lecke, "Journal of Early San Juan County.”

Personal interview with Sherman Howe of Aztec, New
Mexico, December 12, 1948, Sherman and his brother, Dean,
ceme to the Aztec srea in 1880, Shermen did some of the
earliest exploring of the Aztec ruins. Hereafter clted as
Sherman Howe, personal interview.
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which he himeelf tesught. There were fifteen puplls in the
clees. Thelr sges veried from six years to twenty-one years.
Reading, writing, and srithmetic msde up the subject metter;
no books were avalleble. Edward Thomes had & "good educa-
tlon 1in the Welsh languege”; esnd he tsught what he Knew,
accepting no pay for his first yvesr of teaching.

The early settlers had squatted on land that belonged
to Ute and Piute Indians. Whiteman and Redman lived falirly
pescesbly side by slde and their children plsyed together,
The Indians never seemed to understend the school. When
the whilte chlldren went into the cabin for their meager
exposure %o learning, the bucks would sometimes sit together
end speculsate on the practice. Indisn children would often-
times loiter sbout the cabin in entlieipation of the release
of thelr comrades. It was not until 1900 that the sres
wae opened to white gettlement.

A few years after 1878 Kr. Thomas built an sdobe
chepel thst slso served za & school. It contained much
more room than his cebin,

The first school district was organized on the lower
La Flate in 1882, It was nunbered three, and beceuse it
wes bullt on Hobb's place it became known zs the Hobb's
dletrict. Prior to 1BE2 schools were dependent entirely

upon voluntary contributions or subscriptions for support.

W. F, Thomas, personal interview.
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After 1882 the territory assisted them finanecially and the
achool on Hobb's place received some of that aid. Mies
Rhetta Mercer was the school's firet tescher and the term
lasted three months,

By 1883 Thomss' adobe school higher up the river had
tvelve or thirteen students send s woman teacher had replaced
Ed Thomae.6 Women teacheres nearly slweys maintaineéd bestter
order than men teachers. Frontier boys, coerced into at-
tending school, were gulded more effectively by tae gentler
nature of women than by the rougher tactics of the men,

In & few years enough ploneers had moved into the
upper region of the La Plate velley near the Colorsdo line
to outnumber the settlers of the Hobb's sree, District 11
ves organized to meet the educstional needs of the children
there. The men hsuled logs from the mountains and built
& school house sixteen by thirty, which was much too small.
Horace Moffet now lives on land where it was bullt.

J. W. McDermott, a Republican from Le Plata, beceme
superintendent of eschools in the county in 1888. Having
& netive of the La Plata valley in such & poslition proved

beneficial to the local cause of education.

Ibid.
6
Personal interview with Al Dustin of Farmington
and La Plate on April 20, 1949. Hr, Dustin came to the
region in 1881. He psrticipsted in & cattle war, and he
later became sheriff. Hereafter cited as Al Dustin,
personal interview.

W. F, Thomes, personsl 1nterview.







14

The length of the La Flats river in lew Mexico is
ebout twenty miles. Having schools on the upper and lower
extremities of the river mede sttendance difficult for
children in the middle srea. Superintendent MHeDermott
remedled the situation by cresting a middle district which
was numbered eighteen. Its school house was built on top
of the tebleland west of the river. That locztlon proved
unestlsfactory, probebly beczuse of transportation difficul-
ties, and the school wae gbandoned. A community house was
constructed for school &nd socisl purposes nearer to the
river. The old chapel-school which Ed Thomss built had
been abandoned for school purposes by 1888.8 HeDermott
&lso caused the lower, or Hobb'sg, dlistrict fd bO'exfcﬂdedj
ferther down the river.9

An indicstion of the poor roads and inasdequacy of
transportation faclilities is seen when in & line of twenty
miles in length three school districts were necessary.

The public school law of 1891 provided for the levy-
ing of local taxes for school purposes. In District 18
in 1892 & specisl tax of that nature netted $3.74.

F. M., Neal, who later became principsl of the larger
school in Farmlngton, obtained his start toward an educa-

tional career in New Mexlco by teaching the school in Lsa

8 W. F. Thomas, personal interview.
9

Ibid.
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Plata in 1892.lo By then there were thirty-five students
in the middle district snd twenty in the upper. In the for-
mer school Mra, Grace Chase of Durango began the term on
Uctober 16; the latter echool under a Mrs. Dunlap of Flora
Vista began on October 9.ll

Another La Platan in the person of Harry Allen be-
came superintendent of the county schools in 1894. The
echool law of 1891 required annual teachers' institutes in
the countles. Hr. Allen and the Board of School Examiners
held the annual teachers' examination &t hls resdlence on
the La Flata in 1896.12

The territory financielly assisted achools for three
months of the year. If a district desired Q longef tern,
it relied upon tuition or subseription schools. MNr. Salleec
closed the regulsar school on February 1, 1895, and Mrs.
Rhetta Allen was employed to teach a, special term beginning
the tenth. Subseription aschools were sometimes in session
during the public school session. In October, 1896, Mra,
Harry Allen did not stert her ususl subseription school be-
cause of the sesrcilty of pupils, At this time the two

upper schools on the river were progressing, but the Hobb's

= News item in The San Jusn Times (Farmington),
Auguet 14, 1893,
11
Ibid., October 5, 1893.

12
Ibid., November 6, 1896.
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district was having trouble. Eighteen pupils enrolled that
year, but attendance became so irrepulsr that the teacher,
Will Megraw, had to close the scl00l before the regul ar
tern expired.13 However, & new school was completed in
that district the following year.

In 1898 special school levies in the upper and middle
districts netted $3.68 in each diatrict.lu The enrollment
of the latter districet was thirty-three in 1900, and the
residents voted for a special levy of three mills to be
used for school purposee. The upper dlstrict voted a five-
mill epecial levy. By 1901 the school term hed been longtbp

—

ened to 6 months, and Miss Hattie Henry elosed the school

ae late as March 22, Mr., Grommet &nd Mrs. Allen, teachers
the followlng yesr, found it necessary to close aschool on
liovember 8 to allow the children to recover from the effects
of the vaeclnation treatment recently rendered by Dr. Condit.
A new school was dedicated in the 'upper Ls Plata dlstrict
on March 4, 1904,

The picture in 1908 as contalned in the report by
county suverintendent C. D. Smith follows:

The Hobb's lower, or third distriect, has two teachers,

C. Eblen and R, Hele with a second-grade certificete and a

13

14
Ibid., January 6, 1898.

Ibid., February 14, 1897.

15 1bi4., November 8, 1901.

15
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county permlt respectively. #iss Eblen had spent ten days

in training at the snnusl institute; Mr. Hale had not attended

the institute. Both teaschers received & monthly salary of
+50.00, end both taught school for eight months. Eighty-
two students enrolled in the school,

In the Fendleton district, Number 11, the teacher had
ettended the institute for seven days. His monthly salsry
was ;70.00, Only slx menths of school vere held, and the
class enrollment was twenty-four. The school property was
velued at {2,000. The assessed velustion of the taxable
property was $62,340. Speclal tax levies amounted to fif-
teen mllls on the dollsr, Bondéd indebtednesa wes y1,000,
and §17.00 has been collected r;on the poll tax,

In District 18, or the ks Flata dietrict, the teacher
hed attended nine days of 1ﬁtt1tute training. His monthly
salery was $40.00, and he teught seven monthe of school to
twenty-six puplls enrolled. BSchool property was valued &t
4800, and §40,545 represented the cssessed valuation of the
taxable property, on which & tax of five mille had been
levied. There was no indebtedness; §36.00 had been ralsed
by the poll tax,

By 1910 the enrollment figures for the three schools

16
vere: District 3, 28; District 11, 25; District 18, 39.

16 The Fermington Times Hustler, November 10, 1910,
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II. EDUCATION IN AZTEC, 1879-1912

The first term of school ever held in Aztec was in
the yesar 18?9,17 and the instructor wse W1ll Ray. Hlis
brother, Paul Rsy, taught the following yeer. The school
was & log cebin loceted in the west part of the area now
contained in the clity park. The cabin had a door &t one
end and & fireplace at the other. Long benches with no
backe to them served as desks; the pupils sst with books

on their laps. The books had been brought by the early
settlers when they came to the county. Fresent in the
infant library were Ray's Second snd Third Arithmetic, and
Barnes' Brief History of the United States. — -~ —  ~.

The Howe brothers, Dean and Sherman, attindbd the
school in 1880; the term lssted only through November and
December. There were approxim:tely twenty students ranging
in age from eight to twenty. Dean Howe wes elght years old.
et the tlme.18

Education geems to have dissolved in 1881 but in the
following yeer school was held on the Howe place one and one-
helf milee north of town. A man named Snyder began &as
teacher but cult becasuse of disciplinary difficulties. The

older boys were antagonistic, "they had him bluffed and he

Sherman Howe, personsal interview.

9 Personal interview with Dean Howe in Aztec, Decem-
ber 12, 1948. Hereafter clted Dean Howe, personal lnterview.
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knew it." Mr. Rush took Snyder's place and he got along

all right with the boys.

During these first hard years, schools of & temporary
nature were orgaenized wherever & group of children were cen-
tered and enough parente had a sufficlient faith in educatlon
to go to the trouble of providing & buillding snd a teacher.
The latter provision was the hardesgt to fulfill.

In 1883 the community of Aztec built an adobe school
thet contalned desks, seats, and a blackbosrd. Longinbaugh,
an ex-bull-whacker, was employed as teacher. It 1s poesible
that the veople saw & close correlation betwoop bull-whacking,
or driving oxen with the ald of & long whip, and school
tescning. “"Longinbsugh was croes and the kids were mean . *20
He wihipped one boy so harf that there were red end blue
welts on the boy's baok. The youth'e father protested the
chastisement in such a vehement menner that the teacher
found it expedient to resign. Before the dlsruption there
hed been six weeks of school, but school wes over for that
year. As the following term epproached and the prospects
for a local school dimmed, the Dean brothers and two other
boye set out for Farmington in the hope of bettering thelr

education. They traveled in a wagon and were equipped to

19 1via.

29 Sherman Howe, personal lnterview.
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stay &s long as they deemed necessary. The oldest boy of
the four was twenty, the youngest boy was twelve. They
found the echool in Farmington and went in to discover “the
nicest and most beautiful lady that they hed ever seen."21

her name was Mlddlle L. Jackson. 3She had come to
Fermington from Tennessee. Miss Jackson was also the Sundey
School teacher, and she discoursged her students from par-
ticipation in dances. GSherman Howe attended only one dance
during thet term, and 1t was given specifically for the
children of the school. This teacher never gscolded the boys,
end no dlseiplining wes necessary. She recognized their
epprecletion of education and encouraged them to carry on.'
Her school wes housed in one bilg room and consisted of
graded classes that ranged from the primer to the eighth
grade.22 Home-made desks, blackboards, and & dletionary
were evallable to her thirty or thirty-five pupils. But
the teacher got married and quit teaching. The boys were
in Faermlngton for four montha; school let out on May 4,
when they returned to Aztec.

In 1884 Hugh Griffin, & Methodist prescher, contrscted
to teach the school, He wes very prejudiced against desncing.
Hearing that one of hie girl pupils hed attended a dance, he
promptly expelled her. Coincidentally, this girl's fether

21
Ibld.

e8 ruia
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wes the same man who had scared Longinbaugh, the bull-whacker,
from the educational scene for whipping his son. Upon hear-
ing of the expulslon the father, with blood in his eye, came
seeking the teacher. The teacher-preacher was little and
Irish, With the bold words, "I have contracted to teach
and I'll stick 1t out," he began a conteat of fistiouffs with
protesting father. The duel with primeval weapons occurred
on a Saturday when traffic sbout the school wes ordinarily
sleck, but it was witnessed by three cowboys who happened
to be riding by. The purveyor of educetion eventually lowered
hie antagonlat to the dust, much to the admiration and ap-
probation of the spectatore. After rendering the final blow,
the little Irighman wes Heard to remark, "Well, that's enough
of that.'23 He was a vopular man affer that. Lsater he took
the girl beck into school.

In 1889 a school was attempted four miles down the
Animas River from Aztec. Ags only & half-dozen pupils sttended,
the venture wae dlaoontinuod.zu At the time there was an
eetablished school in Aztec. It wes a frame bullding of
one room only and wae situsted about where Joe Hartman's
place 1is now.zs Mrse. MecWilliamse went tTo achool on horse-

back, as dld moet of the children who lived outside of the

23 thaa.

24 Personal interview with Mrs. MacWilliams of Aztec,
March 12, 1949. Hereafter clted as Mres. MacWillliams, personal
interview.

25 1pid.
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immediate town. The school had no gradea; everyone in the
room was handled according to his own capacities and ac-
cording to the limitations of the teacher.

In 1894 & specisl school tax levied in District 2,
the Aztec dletrict, netted .;;9.30.26 The following year the
district voted to levy & tax of five mille on the dollar of
assessed valuation of property for school purnoses. There
wae twenty-three cents in the school fund at the time.27

The regular term of the Aztec school closed on February
10, 1899. Exercises were held by the school which parents and
friends were inyited to attend. The number enrolled for the
year was forty-eight. The average dally attendsnce emounted
to forty-five or 95.2 per cent. Twenty puplls were nelther
absent nor terdy during the last two-week period. Mr. C. A.
Grommet, the teacher, was gled to acknowledge that there hed
been "a great many visitors aiﬁce the last revort. Come
agaln.”za Mrs, Noble announced thst she would open her
subscription school on March 27 at the Aztec school house,
the tultion to be $1.50 per montb.29

In August, 1900, new seats were placed in the school,

which added greatly to its "appesrance and convenience,"

26 -
27

San Juan Times, June 12, 1894,

Tl e
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Ibid,

8
. The San Juan County Index, February.l0, 1899.
.
g Loc. ecit.
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The eschool was in "excellent condition" that year. HNrs. F.

C. Spencer, whose hugband had been employed tc head a normal '
achool in the town, was prinecipal and in charge of the lower
room, which contained thirty-nine puplls.30 Miss Maud Warlng
had the upper room with thirty-four students. By November 30
ninety-four pupils had enrolled in the two rooms, an incresse
of twenty-one since the start of sohool.31 Hiss Waring
taugnt the fourth, rifth, sixth, and seventh grades. School
was dlesmlssed the following spring on March 22,

About October 1, 1902, the Aztec achool reopened.
Mies Wering again hed the upper room; Miss Loulse H, Hallet
of 3ilverton, Colorsdo, hed the primary. By Uctober 25
it was obvious that more room was needod.32 The two tea-
chers geve their pupils treate just before the Christmas
vacation. School closed on April 11. One hundred and
thirty pupils were enrolled by then, revealing a teacher
load of sixty-five, 1f the rooms were evenly divided. A
week after the close, Mises Carrle Eblen opened a subsoription
school. '

The school law of 1891 required the electlion of three
direcfors in each district to handle the businese of the

gchoolas. L. Current, F. Murr, and A. Villmsn were directors

2
5% Ivia., September 28, 1900.
31

& Ibid., November 30, 1900,

22 1pia., October 25, 1901,







24

for District 2 in 1902.33

On September 4, 1903, the Aztec achool opened., Miss
Haggle M. Meyers, graduste of a Minneapolis high school,
mester of & course in Horumsl training, thoroughly trained
in music, understander of Spanish, experienced by teeching
schoole 1n Minnesota, Colorado, and New Hexlco, of Tree
Pledras, Hew Mexleco, wase principesl. Mary Hunger of Cedar
H1ll had an intermediste room; Carrie Eblen of Aztec, the
prinary. By November 6 seventy had enrolled and the average
daily attendeance was 78 per cent. There were twelve puplls
in high aohool.Bu

An editorial An the spring of 1904 suggested that the
people of Dietrlet 2 vote for the seven and oneé-half mill
tex levy to "mske our schocls the pride of Our Territory."
Also George Rathjean, the retiring membeér of the school

boerd, should be re-elected.35 Schools closed on April 8 '

of that year.

In 1906 the Territorisl Board of Education adopted
the Illin016799urse_9£ study which required more books than
were a;gilabla in the school. Funds end books of general
literature were requested of the townspeople to go toward

6
making up a library for the pubiic eohoola.3 Enrollment

23 Ipia., June 13, 1902.
2L

Ibid., November 6, 1903.
35

36
Ibid., Februsry 23, 1906,

Ibid., May 27, 1904,
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by December 21 was: primary, forty-eight; intermediate,
seventy-three; advanced, forty-three; total, 164. The
average dally attendance was 144. 8. R, Coon was princi-
pel. BSchool wes held in the courthouse and Preabyterian
Church, 1in sadition to the regulsr building.

Professor Russell was in cherge in 1911. His

teachers were: Miss Nell Earhert, first intermediate snd
asslstant in high achool; Miss Winifred Harding, second
intermediate; Miaa Celis Myers, first gremmsr; Migs Mabel
Langdon, second grammer; snd Mrs. Myron F. Fifield, pri-
mary. The Jenitor was to receive {30 per month for September,
Uctober, November, April snd June; £40 per month for Decem-
ber, Janusry, February, and March. Tultlon to be charged
Lo non-reslidents was: grades one to four, $1.75; grades
five to eight, §2.25; over grade eight, 63.gg. Three hundred

and firfty students were expected to enroll.
III. EDUCATION IN FARMINGTON, 1874-1912

“Fall of 1879 Firet school house built at Farmington
18 x 24 feet built by voluntary contribution. Still standing
es & pert of the F. K. Plerce dwelling. First teacher, win-
ter 1879, E. O, Booram'38 such is the deseription of the

37

q LS 4 -
28 Robert W. Duke, "Folitical History of San Juan

County, New Mexico, 1876-1926," (unpublished Hsster's thesis,
The University of New Mexieco. Albuquerque, 1947), Appendix
III, p. 175, eiting Willlam Lockis "Journel of Early San
Juan County.*

The Sen Jusn Democrat (Aztec), August 25, 1911.
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congception of education in Fermington.
The schoolhouse gerved diverse purposes in frontlier
days. For instance:

Let us turn our asttention to the poor wortal remsins
of Uscsar fewitt. It wse then nearly three days and
nights since he was killed snd yet his remains lay
in the school house. Why was this? It was evident
that the body should be buried. MNo relstive was near
to take charge. His cousin snd her husband, Mrs. and
ir. Pyle would not allow this remains on the ranch.
This 1s why they were &t the school house. Some~
body ought to have the courage to meke & move in
the matter for humasnities sake if nothing elase.

Who would? All seemed to wait for somebody else to
make the start. At last poor Seth Wilford, C. H.
HeHenry and your humble servant took out picks and
ahovels and went up the hill to the cemetery, in-
tending to dig his grave. A stranger followed us
énd plead for God's sake that we would not under-
teke to dig the grave, for ssid he, 'I Xnow the
feelings existing in your community and you &re
llable to be fired upon &t any moment.' We
hesitated, while we suggested thet we hire some
strangers, the camped ~"sic] down on the river, to
dig & greve and deposite the remains in it. The
man seered in esrnest so we concluded to teke his
edvice. Ve offered ten dollers to the parties
mentioned to bury the body; would they? No. They
dare not. We then summoned all the courqfo poesible
end went to the cemetery. We walker [sic. off where
we thought we would dig the grave, not in the ceme-
tery, but a little wey off, because we 4id not want
to glve offense to anyone, besldes we thought thsat
the poor boy's people would sometime remove the
remeine. After marking off the grave we again
weskened snd went bsck to town to watch the current
of events. The day was fer sdvanced and most of
the crowd of the morning had left but there were
perhaps twenry Csic] men seated in Mr. Markley's
store. But few words were spoken. Everybody seemed
to distrust everybody else. We were strangers to
each other. Perhaps most of those present were
right minded, willing, yes anxlouas to do right,

but we could not read esch others thoughts. Per-
haps each one was asking himself why we did not
bury the poor silent remsins then in the school
houge. Why did we all alt there like dummies?







|
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Ah, becsuse we were afraid. What a sad pilcture for
civillzed men to behold. Was there no one present

that could rise above personal fear and sveak in be-
half of humanity, of civilization? If he were present,
why this sllence? And now if it is egotictical to tell
the truth I shell pled Csic] guilty. I had been trying
to frame a 1ittle speech that I thought could offend
no one. 3So I ventured. I mey not give the exact words
but the substance was this: 'Men I want to ask & few
questions and I want each one to snswer for himself.
Whet kind of men are we? Are we barbariansg or sre we
civilized men? If we are civilized why don't we take
the remaine in the schoolhouse and bury it like civi-
lized men. There could be no harm in it but if the
body lies there much longer it may do us harm.' The
first response was from Bill Ganon. Said he 'I am
ready %o go.' In guick succession I believe every man
fell into line, Marched to the schoolhouse, took the
poor sterk remains and boreit to its lset reating
place. They dug the greve Just where we had marked

it. I was sick and 1t was raining. I thought my

part was done_so I went down to MeGasllierds and lay
dovn to rest.

The bullders of the schoolhouse probably did not

intend for it to be put to the following use either. In
the Nave)o Indian uprising of 1881

. + . the settlere refused to five Kehtoe up, the women

and children were placed in the school house as a protec-

tlve measure, and & rider was dispatched to Fort Lewis,
Colorsdo, to enl&dt the aid of the U. S. Cavalry units
stationed there.

A new school house was built on the south side of

Farnington in 1883, which later burned down.

Sherman Howe hss already given hie plecture of the

Farmington school of 1884. Al Dustin described thie school

39

Ibid., p. 29.
41
Ibid., Appendix III, p. 176.

Ibid., Appendix II, p. 169. "Extrects from a letter
by W. P. Hendrickson."
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&8 having a big black stove pipe projecting above 1t. Cow-
boys returning to town shot at it. When the bullets started
flying, the teacher had the pupils lie down on the floor
untll the cowboye got by. The degree of marksmanship 1s
indlceted when he further stated that replacing the stove-
pipe became a conslderable item of expense.

They ([the county commissioners] divided the county
into seven precincts, and set the scale of tax assess-
ments on land and astock. The precinctas thus created
were: one, Pine River; two, Aztec; three, La Plata;
four, Ollo; five, Farmington; slx, Bloomfield, seven,
Largo. By 3394, Flora Vista, eight; and Blanco, nine,--
were added.

The divislons into precincts occurred in 18! 7. Reference has
been mede to School District 3 which was started in 1882.

The precinct boundaries evidently followed the school dis-
trict boundaries in the early daya.‘ As the area becane

more populous, additionsl precinets were necessarily esteb-

lished.

The Farmington school begen on October 5 in the

year 1893. Fifty-five students appesred for the first day,
thirty of whom were deslgnated to the primary room."'3 F.
H. leal acted as the teacher of the grammar grades and
principal, with Hiss Minnle King hls assistant. Tulition
charges of two dollars for the grammer grades and a dollar

and a half for the primsry were made. In the distriet at

e Ibid., p. 52.

43 The S8an Juen Times (Farmington), Oetober 12, 1893.







the time were 103 children of school age. The clerk of the
school board requested that all who had not done so, should
pay thelr poll tax, which amounted to one dollar per heed
per year. By VYetober 12 10 per cent of the poll taxes had
been collected. BSchool closed in Jenuary, 1894, and a sub-
acription achool opened under Miass Minnle King.

The following fall Hiss Maud Waring of Bloomfield
took the grammer department, snd Mra. A, Reed of Farmington,
the primary. Twenty-six enrolled in the former, thirty-
three in the latter. Both teschers were experienéed.44
School opened on Uctober 1. Some days after the opening
& youngster vlaced & .32 cartridge in the stove of the
primery room. No damage resulted. & specisal aschool tax
of thet yeer in District 5 netted §7.96. After & five-month
term school closed on March 8. The average dally attendsarnoe
had been seventy-five. Miss Wering soon oﬁoned a subserip-
tion ochool, which lasted sbout forty days.'olosing-oh-lay 10.
The dletrict voted for a tex levy of five mills. A speelal
school tax brought in $15.29.

In the fall of 1895 Mr. Harvy Towner, & teacher,
reported that there were thirty-six in the grammar school
end fifty-one in the primary., The directors ordered the
construction "of a few desks znd seats for the school house

on account of the poor seating capacity of the desk seats

L :
Ibid,, October 8, 1894,
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already there.“45 ¥any truancies from school occurred. By
virtue of & frultful subscription list the publie school was
eble to last two months longer than the Jenuary 10 date at
whleh school had stopped the previous year.

In 1896 school opened on Yectober 16. Harvy Towner
in the grammar department had forty pupile; Eva G. Tuttle
in the primary, forty-four. A new reading and number chart
hed been procured. The combined Journeys of all pupils
equaled 254 miles per day to attend school. The longest
trip was ten miles; twenty puplls lived three mlles away
or farther. Total enrcllment for November was ninety-
seven, with an average dally sttendance of elghty-three.

On December 18 Miss Tuttle found 1t necessary to dlemlss
her school because of illness. A special school tax
netted the district $28.01. Harvy Towner said thet he
spprecisted the "ample bleckboard as it facllitated in-
structing by modern nethods.'u County superintendent
Burnham found the Farmington schools by fér the largest
end the best housed of the schools of the county. The
tern closed on February 26. Dr. Wrightsman promoted &
plen to exchange Aztec pottery in the East for library

booke, whlch were so scarce in the West. He hoped to use

45 1bid., November 10, 1895.

Ibid., December 4, 1896.

i Ibid., October 16, 1896.







31
the Presbyterlian Chureh as the agent for the exchange.

A speclal school tex in 1897 in Distriet 5 resulted
in 3145.57.

School opened on Hovember 1, 1898. Tultion wse a flat
geventy-five cents per month. J. E. Prewltt was the prinel-
pel; Hrs. W. R, Shawyer had the primsry. The directors,
elong past mid-term, published & notice: "All who owe tui-
tlon to the publlie school will confer & favor by settling
thelr sccounts without further delay.'ue School lszeted until
Harch 31. On Mey 5 R. H, McJunkin and H. E, King, hard-boiled
school directors, publlished a 1list of some fifty fugitives
from the poll tax. "If the above persons do not cell on
the justice of the peace, C. E. Starr, on or before June
first, 1899, and pay this tex, the same willl be collected
eccording to law,"“ tney lsuu'ued..w9

Uctober 2, 1899, was the date for schoel's opening.
Hra. J. Prewltt and Mrs. J. L. Dane were the teachers. Ninety
pupils enrolled, snd the directors were conéldering hiring
enother tescher. The school financiel plcture was: assessed
veluation of taxable proverty-- §108,000; six and one-hslf .
mills, which the district had levied, netted $700 annuall}
for aschools; collections ren 7575, making the available

revenue $525; of this, §240 went on bond intereet; this left

Ibid., February 3, 1899.
49
Ibid., May 5, 1899.
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¥285 to run the school for one year. Outstanding indebted-
ness was not over ;.‘»600.5o School was out on April 14, but
it would have closed on March 23 had it not been for a sub-
seription eschool. A solution wae suggested: refund the
old bonds and provide for the interest on some new bonds
by & small district levy.

vSix morithe later the people are again reminded that

« « « the amount of funds provided by the special levy

only provides for three months schooling. In order to

carry the school six months i1t becomes necessary to

soliclt voluntary subseriptions, as was done last

year. Glive what you can fellow clitizens, to the

cause of education for our children. Any one of the

directors will thankfully accept whatever you think

you cen afford. Don't let your aogfol go down for

lack of funds. Every little helps,
For the year 1900 the poll tax realized only sixty-eight
dollars, which was barely enough to cover fuel and janitor's
vork. Teachers for the year had been Mrs. Ashback and Migs
. Kroeger. A epeclsl school tax of five additional mills
was voted that year. Public school ended on Marech 25, but
a private achool continued until April 26, when it was closed
for Lwo weeke by Dr. Roaenthal,.a menber of the Board of
Health, If the "danger of infection" head paesed by that

52

time, he would allow it to reopen again.

The school in Fermington in 1901 was & brick building

50
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two stories in height. There were two rooms upsteirs and
two downstairs.SJ

By 1902 the populsation of the town was 550 souls.
The school wae enriched by "new desks, new school bell, new
organ, new charts, a stage, treco, bleekboards, and minor

L
improvementas." The school term lasted elght months, The
edvanced room hsd fifty-one pupils; the intermediate room,
8lxty-flve; the primary room, elghty-three. The average
dally atiendance ran twenty-four, thirty-one and Tfifty re-
spectively.

E. T. Isrsel waz prineipel of the school in the fall
of 1902, By October 23 he had not whipped anyone, but he
had kept eome in for whispering.

Everyone did not favor the poll tax.

It 1s rumored, J. H. Pelmer, the man that won't pay
his scheol pell tax of one dollar is now going to
try end run the Democratic county conventlon, and
will endeavor to dictate the nomination of his busi-
ness partner, William McRae, for treasurer, end
either himaeelf or D. J, Donovan for county clerk.
Suech & combination would no doggt ald much in fur-
thering hie ebstract business.

Later

Felmer, Fermington lawyer, secured a verdict of

ninety-one dollars agalnst this school district for
non-payment of teacher's salery to C. J. Wilson.

53 Personsl interview with Mr. and ¥Mrs. Brothers
in Farmington, March 4, 1949,

Sk The Farmington Huatler, June 5, 1902.

53 Ibid., September 25, 1902.
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Although it was proven the plaintiff was incompetent,
the territorial contract mskes no provisions for such
emergencies. Payment of this niggty-one dollars will
make the schools close probsably.
The ninety-one dollare, together with court costs swelled
the total to §161l. By the middle of December A. Rosenthal
had succeeded in ralising $135.50 of that amount from the
cltizens of the town and a full term of school was sesured.
The enrollment by Uctober 30 had reached 157, distributed
thus: principal's room, twenty-nine; intermediate, fifty;
and primery, seventy-elght.

The following year Farmington boessted of having a
complete nigh scaool. Frofessor Conant had charge; algebra,
gpeometry, natural hietory, end Latin made up part of its
ourrioulum.57 Enrollment in the schools was divided into
first primery, fifty~four; second prinnry, thirty-seven;
internedlate, thifty~n1ﬁo; gremmar, toirty-three; and
high school, eight. | I DY, |

quisag\the divigions and enrollments were like

this: room one, first and second grades, thirty-four; room
two, third end fourth grades, forty-one; room three, rifth
and sixth gredes, thirty-four; room four, seventh end eighth
gredes end high school, twenty-five--for a totel of 134. H,
F. Thomes was principasl. The entire expenses of thls early

high school were paid by subseription.

6
3 Ibid., October 30, 1902.

57
Ibid., October 29, 1903,
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By 1907 the enrollment figure had jumped to 227. For
the first time a clase graduated from high school. Two
echolars, Frances and Lena Ellot, made up that class.

L, K, Garrett, principal in 1909, published this
notice: There may be boys and girls in the county who
would like to have & temporary home in Farmington that they
may attend school. You may need help or company. If any
homes are open, let us know at once.59 When Shermen Howe and
his entourasge stayed in Farmington fifteen years before, they
lived in an sbandoned adobe shack oppoaslite the door of the
saloon, They found bullet holes in the walls when they
errived, whereupon Shermsn asked a newly-won friend of hls,
an hebitue of the ssloon, to shoot in other directlons than
the rsloon door and to encourage his comredes to do likewise.
The. four boys took the preceution or uleeping on the floor,
and during their stay no bullets pqnotraiid the Illlt.‘o

By 1911 the population of Farmington was 785. Juat
before gchool started that year a workday was proclaimed.

All evailable citizens assembled and with seversl teams

and graders levelled the school grounds.

58 Records in the office of the Farmington High School,
which the author exasmined in 1949.

" The Fermington Hustler, August 26, 1909.

Shernan Howe, personal interview.
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IV. SUMMARY

G. Kootnz arrived in the San Jusn srea in 1871.
Spenlsh-Americans in some number estsblished colonies in
1875. At least seven years elarsed after Xootnz came before

enough people had arrived to bring about the esteblishment of 2
/%D
o S

The first years of the early schools were precarious

& school. Almost eimultaneously education appeared in La

Plata, Farmington, and Aztes.

ones. The light of knowledge barely gleamed., Only people
with & profound falth in educztion kept 1t from expiring.
Proouring buildings, booke, teachers, equipment, end

money with which to pey the teaehprs'wépqqiéahltﬁs that the
ploneers faced and overcame.

|2ne Formingvon W

hon to other communities in the Baein. . Ly The school at Azteo

grew steadlly to 1ts present proportions. With the advent
of better roade end transportation, La Plata echool asystem

eventuslly merged with Farmington.






CHAPTER IV
EARLY EDUCATION IN OTHER SCHOOLS OF THE COUNTY
I. FLORA VISTA

The first school in Flora Vista was built on the
east silde of the Animas River about the year 1887, on
the Waller Burns ferm. Of adobe construction, it was
there until sbout 1892, when the "river reised and weshed
the building away.”l Clasgsee were held in the present
village church until &enother school could be built. The
new bullding was located on the Tod Hickmas place acroas
from theohurch.house.2 in 1893, Professor Hallock was
the tescher; Miss H, Benning taught the following year.
Eighteen Flora Vigtans voted for & five-mill levy for
school purposee in 1894; twelve voters opposed the tax.
The school term ended on December 28. Another tax levy
of five mills wse voted the following year. The specilsal
school tax for District 14 netted $2.21, in 1895; in
1897 a similar tax resulted in $46; and in 1898, §25.
Professor McQuillan taught the schoolbln 1896.3 By
1899 twenty-eight méles and fourteen females made up a

1 .

Allce Hoyt, "History of Education in Flora Vista,
New Mexlico," (Unpublished paper prepsared for a history
class, High School, Aztec, New Mexico, 1949).

2:

e

oc. cit.

3 .

en Juan Times, October 30, 1898.

———
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total enrollment of forty-two. The average dally at-
tendance was thirty-six; the number of students neither

absent or tardy, eight, C. G. Grommet, the teacher, la-

ments that there were no visitors for the month of Deoember.“

This man was a devotee of the art of elocution. For

three or four years he sponsored & county elocutionary
contest at Flora Vists and presented z gold medzl tc the
winner. In 1900 Mrs. Bryce wae the teacher. During the
summer of 1901 Flora Vistans voted bonda to the sum of
+1,000 for a new school house, as the old school had be-
come too small. In February, 1902, the new school opened
with Nre. Harry Allen of La Pleta teaching. School started
on Beptember 10 in 1906;5 a second room was added to the

school house by September, 1909.6

II. LARGO

One could count the inhebitante of Largo canyon
todsy on the fingers of both hande. The o0ld road that
connected the San Juan Basin with Albuguerque went up
Largo Canyon and many people used to live there. As
ecrly as 1893 there were three school districts in the

canyon. Mestor Martinez in the upper counted twenty-five

" The San Juan County Index, December 29, 1899,
2 Ibid., September 14, 1906.

——
ra

O
Hoyt, op. git., p. 1.
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acholars; U. Lovato in the middle district had twenty.

The lower school district wes in trouble over the school
house. The directors owed ;125 on an adobe bullding that

served as a school. E, Vigil placed a mechanic's lien

upen it to recover the amount.7 In 1894 Nestor Martinez,

who was also the teacher, J. M. Quintano, asnd T, Jaquez
were elected directors in zchool District 7. Finsanecial
difflcultles which these early echools experienced are

1llustrated by this citation:

Several years ago a cowman got in debt to & firm

in Lergo and there were serious doubts of collecting
the money. Finally one of the flrm worked into

the school directorship and concocted a scheme at
the expense of the people to collect the debt. The
cowman owned a house on & plece of land taken up
by him from the public domain and was going to

move awey. The school directors concluded that if
an election could be held to vote a tax or bonds

on the school distriet for school house purposes
that they could vurchase this house for & school
house and thereby kill two birde with one stone.

An election was held and I believe about four
or eix votes were cast, &ll of them interested
in the trade and $500 in bonds was voted for achool
house pruposes. These bonds were sold to the cow-
man &% ninety-flve cents on the dollar, he turning
his house for 300, thereby paying his store account,
the directore keeping out ten per cent on the sele
of the bonde, also ten per cent on the purchase of
the house, beslides collecting in a bad.debt.

But that 1s not all. After the house was pur-
chased, the trade made and & bad debt collected &t
the expense of the people, the firm rented the house
to pay the interest on the bonde, and actually
occupled 1t for sixteen months &s a store and
dwelling for the coneglderstion of sbout twenty
dollars. « « « Blanco.

The San Juasn Times, December 7, 1893,
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An answer to the charge of diverting public

monies into undeserving privste pockets appesred later:
Ae & member of the board of schools &t that time I
wish to sey that they made a contract to buy the
house in question for {400 in bonds, end that the
board which succeeded them carried out the con-
tract. Also thet the directors did not keep ten 7
of any other per cent, &nd did not personslly de-~
rive any benefit elther directly or indérectly
from the ssale, ss oW, H, Waring.
In the fall of 1895, Largo had no schools. There
wes no money and the interest on the debts was eating
up all the funds, including the poll tax. Soon the bonds
would be due. Private schools in the meantime were carry-
ing the burden of education. Frank Varner held a good .
one at the home of J. V, Lujan during the term 1894-1895.
J. H, Seward taught one opposite the mouth of Largo Canyon
the following ternm. LAsiE
Since the debt had become so large thet 1t was
impossible to pay the interest and maintain the public
schools, they were abandoned until public indignetion
aroee to the point where drastic messures were taken.
To place the districts on a stable financial condition
an sppesal was made to the county for assistance. A
comnittee was appointed to meke & canvass to raise funds
in other locelities end all citizens were urged to con-

tribute. J. A. Jaquez, E, Hares, and L. Garcla were

the lesders of this movement. Although & short term,

Ibid., May 15, 1894,
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that opened on December 10, was held in 1899-1900; by
the apring of 1901, no regular school had been estzblished.
There were over seventy children of school age in the
three dlatricts. An election for three directors was
held; two of the incumbents refused to run. The new
blood in the administretion ultimstely astarted the wheels
end for the term 1901-1902 a school was undertsken. E.
Wise of Aztec taught to an enrollment of forty. The term
lasted until April 4, 1902.9 By 1908 the Largo Districts,
7 and 13, hed merged with the Blanco school system. Dig-
trict 15 enumerated forty-six enrollees of = possible
forty-nine. Forty were Spaniash-Americens. Three months
of school were held; the teacher's salary was $45 per
monti, The value of school property was $100; bonded
indebtedness stood at $500, which ias’approxilatoly-
helf of the assessed veluation for the property of the
district. On the credit side §165 was marked, however;
twenty-two dollsars had been collected through the poll
tax. The consolidation of the other two districts with
Blanco was profiteble, for, by 1908, there wes no debt

charged to them.

III. FRUITLAND

In Fruitland the ususl church-school house wes
constructed by community effort in the 1880'g, and the

? The Farmington Hustler, April 4, 1902.
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locale began 1ts natural social and economic develop-
ment.lo An early teacher was Amesy Barton.ll

School closed on Februsry 8, 1894, Prafessor
Howland opened a subscription school of two weeks dura-
tlon, Decsuse of the hard times he charged no tuitlon.lz
H, D. Roberts was the efficient manager of the school the
next year. He was obliged to stop on February 6, on sc-
count of a lack of runds.l3 The school had & good year
in 1896 under the tutelage of Mias Dora Barker. Thirty-
five puplls attended school. Two years later the atten-
dence had inoressed over 100 per cent and eighty pupils
had enrolled. A speclal school tax of five mills was
levied in District 4, the Frultland dletrict, in 1900.
Hiss Pauleon taught that yeer. In 1902 school @id not
open until November 16. The genersl picture in 1908 '
had A, B, Belley holding s oounty.pernit.to teach. His
easlary was fifty dollers per month. The term lasted
four monthe. Sixteen puplls attended, two of them MNegroes,
elthough forty-two children of school age resided in the
district. School propefty was velued at $100; the

10
Robert W. Duke, "A Political History of Ban

Juan County, liew Mexico, 1878-1926," (unpublighed Msster's
theele, Unliversity of New Mexico, Albuquerque, 1947), p. 17.

- Ibid., p. 25.
f The Aztec Indevendent Review, Februsry 8, 1894,

13 1vid., February 6, 1895,
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agsessed valuation of the property was $31,370. Ten

1
dollars was collected through the poll tax.

IV. BLOOMFIELD

A school was probably organized in the 1880's.
15
Amos Hubbsard was one of the early teschers.
Mlss L1llian Harkley, teacher, who has been teaching
our school for the last six weeks was obliged to
suspend the school owing to & lack of funds un-
expectedly discovered in the examination of the
books &t Aztec., We intend, however, to keep on
with the school, end think that errangemente can
be made setisfectory to her for & subfgrlption
school for the balance of the winter.
A special school tax in District 6, the Bloomfield
dietrict, brought in $4.51, in 1895; $4.15, in 1896;
ten years later Rosendo Mertinez was teaching. By 1907
there were twenty-six pupile. The tescher made $55 per
month for the four months that school wes in session.
Eighty-two children lived in the district. School pro-
perty was valued at $400; the sssessed valuation of
Bloomfield property, $23,582. Forty-eight dollars re-

1
rresented the poll tax collection. 7

T Report od C, D, Smith, county superintendent

to the superintendent of public instruction for the Ter-
ritory of New Mexlco, 1908.

15
Duke, op. eit., p. 25.

The San Juan Times, Jeanuery 12, 1894,

17
Smith, op. ecit.
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A tax
closed
netted
$64 in

It was

Farmington and Herper.

been effecteQ.

411 elght grades were represented in the curriculum.

V. JUNCTION CITY

Thirty-four pupile were enrolled under Mrs. Z. O.
in 1894. Aversge dally attendance was twenty-nine.le

levy of five mille was voted in 1895. School |
That yeer on February 1. B8Specisl school texes

$3.65 in 1894; £10,60 in 1895; $9.72 in 1896;

1897; end $8 in 1898. Another specisl levy of

five mille wae voted in 1900, The Reverend O, L. ¥Waite
of Illinols was teaching in 1901. By 1907 clssses were

belng held in & brick school house on the penninsula.

19

proposed as esrly &s 1901 to consolidate with

20 By 1908 the consolidation had

21

VI. ALCATRAZ

-

Spanish and English were both used in the school

&% Alcatraz, a Spanish-Americsn settlement of the San

Juen thirty miles east of Fermingtom, J. B. Larrigoity

wae the tescher in 1893. Williem Ksgraw, who Saught in

ton.

2 The San Juan Timee, November 2, 1894,

* ¥r. and Ers. Brothers, persesonsl interview.
0

. The San Juen Times, November 22, 1901.

21

Smith's report lists District 8 under Farming-
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the La Plata schools, served in thet capecity in 1895.22

Publiec schools in the Alcstrez area did not get along

N—_——‘
finenelally so well as other schools of the county. In

1895 a privaete school under Mrs. Buryer hsd a large at-
tendance, end under the epirituel direction o?f?athgﬁ)

'Garniéi}it wes called the parochical school of the county.

“oet of the Alcatrar people eventuslly moved into Blanco.
VII. OLIC

In 1893 the people of Olio intended to build &
school wlthout the lassusnce of bonds. Th;y proposed to
heve 1% ready thet f£sl)l snd to bulild it by aubncription.23
1t wes not untlil the fsll of 1895 that the school was
open for werk. ®J, K. P, Pipken 1s the teacher. This ‘i,
is the first school held &t Olio and will be & desirablél;
eddition to thet flourishing co-nunity.'zu Heud Waring, Sy
the tescher, closed school on April 2 in 1897. In 1899
Lillien Yarkley wes the tescher for only eixteen pupils

whose average dally attendance was twelve.

%2 the Ban Jusn Times, March 15, 1895.
23

Ibid., September 14, 1893.

24 Ibid., Qetober 12, 1895.







VIII. OENTERPOINT

Superintendent Burnham visited the educestionsl

center at Centervoint on Januery 22, 1897.25 A speci:zl

echool %ax in Distriet 16 schieved un reso y medio in
1898. 4 brick school house wes constructed in 1906.
A girl who had just gradusted from the Aztee achool be-

came the teacher thst year.26
IX. CEDAR HILL

The Ceder Hill echool ws= in existence in 1899.
An indlcetlon of the regerd held for the position of
schiool director is glesned from the following newepszper
cltation:

Frenk Bleckmer, one of the contestees in the Cedar
H1ll school distriet cese wes in town (Aztec)
Honday. W¥Who of his accusintances would have
belleved that Frank would ever g9 to law over a
achool directorship? But then we ean all under-
stand thaet it 1e in order to have first call on
& chance to glve some pretty =chool ma'am a
position that Frank hes entered the contest.
Frank is nothing if not obliging. . . .

The Cedsr Hill echool directorship case wag
celled before Referee Safford, Monday, but

in the absencez9r severel important witnesses,
wes continued,

Thirty-four pupils under Lillian P. Herkley were in

25 Ibid., January 24, 1899.

26
Kre. MecWilliems, personsl interview.
27

The San Juen County Indevendent, February 12,
19000
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school. Two yeers later Mr. Isresel was the master; in
1906, 1t was H. F. Stalcsp. In the latter year school
opened 3eptember 7 end cloeed on March 30. In 1908
there were forty-seven pupils ettending school six
monthe. The teacher made $50 per month. School property
was velued at $1200; bonded indebtedness wzs 377.27.28

X. RIVERSIDE

A speclal school tex in District 10 netted fifty-
four cente in 1896; in 1898, $2.00. In 1901 the district
lmposed & five-mill tax upon itseelf. The wheels of
education were stopped by scarlet fever in 1902. When
the dlsesse came under control, school was roauned.29
tLlghteen puplls were in school in 1908 of twenty-nine
listed in the district. The term lasted six months;
the teacher's salsary was $40.00. School property wae
velued at $50; bonded indebtedness, $164.03; poll tax

net, $32,00."
X1, JEWETT

The school term at Jewett was closed around May 2,
1900. Krs. J. V, Dunlap of Aztec was the teacher. Eighteen

meles and three females had drunk from her well of knowledge.

8
Smith, op. eit.

29 San Jusn County Index, Jenuary 17, 1902.
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Dally attendance had sveraged fifteen and one-half.
Two years later this conversation took place through
the medium of a weekly newspaper which was printed
seversl miles from the locsle of the conversation.

April 17. There haes been no school this year
and no reason given for not holding one, but
the supposition is a scsrcity of funds account

for it. A lot of funds went into & chars.
Flenty of chsrt and no school.

April 22. Regerding 'Plenty of Chart and No
School.' Not so Mr. Ridpath. Plenty of money,
a good chart, plenty of room, a good teacher,
an abundance of note peper for the School Board
to comply with Sectlion 1555 of the school laws.
Late stert for want of a school house. Board
built one from own pockets and Srenod school
on the sixteenth of this month.

The school which begen this late in the yesr remained

in session until June 19.
XII. OTHER SCHOOLS

These brief citations from old newspapers indicate
the presence of other schools in the county.

Falrpoint. B8echool closed on March 8 in the year
1895.

Hutching. A school tax levy of five mills was
made in 1895 and 1901. A special school tex in 1897
brought in §$24.00.

20 1bia., May 4, 1900.
31 gne Permington Times Hustler, April 17, 24,

1902,
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Blanco. This town has played an important roll in

Cathollic education. One of the largest schools in the
county today is the Catholic school there. In 1895 and
1900 & tex levy of five mills was voted for the publie
school. In 1908 there were thirty-three pupils, twenty-
eight of whom were Spanish-Americans, of sixty eligible
school children. School property was valued at twenty
dollars. There was no bonded indebtedness and there was
$45.15 in the treasury. The poll tex brougkt in $15.00.

Hesa. On December 11, 1896, school was closed be-
cause of scarlet fever.

Rosing. A speoial school levy of five mille was
voted in 1900,

La Boca. In 1908 there were twenty-seven pupils,
of whom twenty-five were Spanish-Americaens. The school
census numbered seventy-one. Ten dollars was the worth of
the school property, but there was on hand s balance of
$180.39. Poll tax collection amounted to $39.00. School
lasted for three monthe.

Pendleton. There were twenty-four enrolled in 1908,
although the school census of 1907 enumerated only nineteen.
Six months of school netted the teacher §70.00 per month.
School property was valued at $2,000. Sepcisl levies smounted
to fifteen mills to the dollar of sssessed velustion. Bonded

indebtedness amounted to {1,000,
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Liberty. Twenty-nine children of a poseible fifty-
five were in school in 1908. Five months of school were
held; schocl property was worth twenty dollara.32
Hanzonares. The first settlement in the San Juan
Baesin, 1874, had no school until the late 1880's after
the colony hed move to Turley. The school, like the
church, wes & ecommunity project to which all geve time and

33
effort.

XIII. SCHOOL CONDITIONS IN GENERAL

After examination of the individusl districts, the
dlscusaion of education through this period as seen at the
county level will bring the Jig-saw puzzle into a compre-
hensive plcture. j

In 1880, esccording to the census returns for the
Territory,‘the number of public schoole in New Hexlco was
162. Only forty-six buildingscould be counted, and the
average attendance was 3,150. 8Sixty percent of the in-
habltents over ten years old were unable to read.

In 1882 the leglelsture of the Territory suthorized
the organization of school districts and the support of
schools by public money.35 Schoole at Aztec, Farmington,

2 Smith, op. git.

33 Duke, op. ecit., pp. 23-24.

George B. Anderson, History of New Mexico (Los
Angeles: The faclfic States Publishing Company, 1907), p. 247.

3 Loec. cit.
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and Hobbs received thies welcome boost, and there were
probably schools at Ls Boca on the Pine river, Olio, Bloom-
fleld, and Largo that were affected.

Although divorced from Rio Arriba in 1884, San Juan's
county government was not very well organized until 1887.
Then the county commissioners divided it into seven pre-
cincte (probably following the plan of the school districts),
and set the scsle of tax assessments on land and etock.36

Cf a totel populsation of 1,890 in 1890, 659 children
were attending school in San Jusn County. Nineteen teachers
were employed; thelr average salary was $35.00 per month.
The length of the scﬁool term averaged three and one~half
monthe. Velue of school property was 31,900.37

The territorial school law of 1891 provided, among
other ltems, for the election of a school superintendent in
each county and of three school direetors in each dlstrict.
T, C. Crump was the firet superintendent under this law.
i1t further provided for the levying of a poll tax of one
dollar for school purposes upon all voters.

The population in 1893 wae 3,000. There were twenty-
two school districts. In nearly all of them English was
taught, although in a few districts on the eastern side

Spenish was used. There were 750 scholars, and the school

36 Duke, op. eit., p. 52.

37 Anderson, op. g¢it., p. 490.







52
Yyear averaged four monthe.38 According to Superintendent
T. C. Crump, $3,625 was expended on tesching, which would
emount to $4.80 per pupil. He closed his school yesr on
Yetober 1. The enrollment for the following year was 810,
which represented & 5 per cent increase.
Harry Allen of the Popullet party, running on the
platform
Resolved, That we demand the abolition of the
three commlassioner system; that one school com-
missloner ies sufficlent for each county, thereby
shutting off a great drainage to our school fund
:2::2.35 right should be appllied to better pur-
recelved 238 votes and the election to school superintendent.
Tne Republicen candldate's vote numbered 209; the Demoeratic,
166. Crump made a farewell tour through the county before
retiring to rural 1ife. "Tom hes made a oareful and con-
sclentious officer and our schools have made steady progress
under his edminlistration notwithstanding the hard times.
The only thing against Tom is his politioa.'ko
Considering the proposal to combine the officers of
school superintendent and probate judge, the editor writes
that ". . ., This would be an admiraeble combination and

while not lowering the status of the school superintendent

38 The San Juan Times, November 9, 1893.

37 Ibid., November 2, 1894,

i Ibid., December 12, 1894,
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would certainly elevate that of probate Judgc.'bl

L. B, Burnham, Democrat, defeated Waring, the
Republican ecandidate for superintendent of schools, 273 to
262 in November, 1896. After a visit to the schools under
his guldance, he entreated the people to try to keep teachers
more than one term. He urged the citizens to visit their
schools. In 1898 he warned the school directors to govern
themselves according to the “new law" and to issue no war-
ranta which could not be redeemed by the public school fund
of the current year; to see that the poll taxes were col-
lected and turned into the county treasury, where they would
be rlaced to the credit of the district wherein they were
colloctod.uz

Rosenthal soundly defeated Pipkin, 424 to 200, to be-
come superintendent in 1898. The state attorney-general in-
structed him thst district school funds could not be diverted
into the genersl school fund. He further warned Rosenthal
not to issue warrente to teachers who had not been paseed
by the County Bosard of Exauufl.nere.l'3

Deaspite the attorney-general's warning certificates

were belng granted to persons without examinations, which

made 1% possible to hire "incompetents who had a pull.'“a
41
Ibid., Februsry 14, 1895,
42

Ibid., November 4, 1898,

&3 Ibid., December 18, 1899.

o The Farmington Timeg, April 19, 1901,
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The state had previously enacted leglelation to guard against
incompetents.

One of the most remarkable statutes pertaining to

education was gascod by the legislature of the

territory in 1889, outlining the sole qualifica-

tions for teachers as follows: That hereafter in

this Territory no person who cannot read and write

sufficliently to keep his own record in either the

English or Spanish languages shall be eligible to

be elected or appointed to hold the office of aohoola

teacher, school director, and several other offices. 5

By 1900 there were 3,070 people in the county. The
Democratic platform on schools gtated:

We favor the maintenance and betterment of the public
school system of the territory by every leglitimate
method, and demand an honest and careful adminlistra-
tion and disposal of the landes and revenues aeog;lng
to the schools through recent acts of Congress.

0. C. McEwen, the Republican candidate for county
school superintendent, won the elecotion. His salary wes
+400 a year. Of twenty-one districts reporting in 1900,
Farmington had the highest enrollment with 164; Aztec had
137; and Fruitland, 106. The Hobbs district on the La
Plata was estimated to have twelve; Olio had nineteen; Cedar
Hill had twenty-eight; and Jewett had thirty-one. These
represent the three largest and the four smallest.

The people of the county levied a tax of three milles
to be used for school purposes in 1902. A petition was cir-

culated for the redistricting of District 10 in the upper

45 Anderson, op. git., p. 240.

The Sen Juan County Index, October 12, 1900.
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San Juan velley. With few exceptions warrants were met when
presented to the county treasurer. In the twenty-one sctive
districts there were sixteen schools and twenty-one teachers.
From the genersl school fund to the dletricts, $2400 had been
epportioned, nearly two dollars per scholar. This, with the
dilstrict speelal levies and licenses, furnished nearly enough
money to keep the schools running and most of the districts
were out of debt, One new brick schicol house was built, and
two other districte were preparing to dbuild. Funds to the
L
school districts were spportioned quarterly. 7 Superinten-
dent McEwen and the school suthorities arranged for a
County Diploma of Graduation for all county pupile who com-
pleted the common school work and passsed an examination
in reeding, writing, spelling, language, arithmetie, his-
tory, geography, and physiology. This would admit them to
high school and, if 1t could be arranged, to the state
educational inetitutions.
County tressurer W. G. Black placed this notlce
in the paper:
I have two bonds for sale bearing date August
gixth, 1903, interest six per cent per annunm
peyeble semi-snnuelly on January first and July
firet. School district number fourteen 1issue,
to build a school house. Paysble on option of
school district ten yeers after date and abso-
lutely due and paeyable July firet, 1923. Bonds
to be sold to the higheset bldder for cash. No

bid for less than ninety cents on the dollar will
be considered.

&7
Ibid., December 19, 1902.
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Distriet 14 was the Flora Viets district. A similzr notice
appeared for Distriet 11, upper La Plata.

Tax money wes divided into the followling uses: county
fund, five mills; court fund, three mills; interest fund,
two and one-half mills; roads and buildings, one and one-hslf
mills; court house repsir, one mill; general school fund,
two millse; territorisl fund, fifteen mills,

Winner of the election for county school superinten-
dent in 1904 was C. D. Smith, Democrat.

There were 1,721 children in the county school in
1906; 327 in Farmington; 197 in Aztec; 197 in Fruitland;
elghteen in Hobbs; thirty on the upper La Plata; and forty-
one at Cedar Hill. This group represents the three highest
end three lowveat. Twenty-elght teacherz were employed at
& monthly salary which everaged §50.00. The average term
leated five and one-half monthe. The velue of school
property wae $14,500, §9,000 of it in Aztec end Farmington.

Republicen ¥. F, Fifleld becasme the next superinten-
dent of schools, He reported to Hiram Hedley, the super-
intendent of the territory:

Throughout San Jusn County, thanks to the leverage
of past endeavor, we gan point with pride to definite
edvancement 1n providing better equipment in the way
of new buildinge, old ones vestly ilmproved, better

pley grounds, better outbulldings, moaern eeats and
desks, instesd of the home-msde benches, new sheades

@ ibid., August 7, 1903.
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and better blackboards, and best of sll, longer terms
and better teachers.

Foremost among our rural school districts where
the proper school spirit has seserted itself in pro-
vising the improved conditione sbove enumersted, are
Districts # 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 16, 18, 19, 23 and
22. Coneldering the fact that our rursl schools
number but 22, for in this report, the splendidly
equipped schools in the thriving towns of Aztec and
Fermington are not included, we mey be permitted
to congratulate ourselves in nc small meazsure, that
an aggreassive school spirit hee slready exerted 1it-
self in exsotly 50% of our rural schools. Of the
remaining districts school spirit 1s struggling for
expression, Thelr difficulties and needs are common
and, hence, we can treat them in this connection,
collectively. BEach, without an exception, needs
new or improved buildinge, longer terms, and in
some inatances, teachers with larger experience.

Cn the edvent of better public highways several of
our rural schools could come, with profit, to the
Township School System. In lieu of this, these
dlstricts each needs a school house in each end of
the district, or on esch eide of the river which 1le
80 oftimes swollen as to cut off many of the pupils
from the school bullding.

Regarding definite plans, as County Superintendent
for lmproving conditions, I will state, that in the
districts first referred to &ll I am doing is to
- as8slst in insplring greater pride in thelr alre
splendld schools, to commend where "honor 1s due,.
and tc urge their direcitors on %o still higher ground.
Among the less aggressive districte I sm seeking
pereonal contact with the more anxious people and
with such I talk school continually. I am urging
larger levies and advenced school idese. Plans for
modern aschool houses are being plsced in the hesds
of directors who &re contemplating new bulldlng;,
where new onee are especlally needed. In filling
vecencles on achool boerds, I am gppointing the
most aggressive and honorable men to be found in
the several dlstricts and it 1e an evidence of the
right spirit thet these men are willing to serve.

Under the seeslon lawe of 1897, which were not
amended regarding.specisl levies until 1903, the
limit e dletrict could vote In the way of a speecisal
levy for school purposes slone was & 5 mill tax.
Todey our districte can vote a speclisl levy of
20 mille. The district thus far voting for the
limit are Districts # 2, %, 5, 14, 19, 22. Calling
these dlstrlcts by name, they are Aztec, Xirtland,
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l
| Farmington, Flora Vista, the Horner District, Postoffice
| Alllison, Colorado, Fruitland. Nine dlistricts have
| voted 2 15 mill levy and seven districts a 10 mill
| tax, with one district & tax of 12 milla, and the one
| remaining dietrict not referred to, the minimum levy
’ of 3 mllle. Thie one item alone bespeaks volumes
for the awakening interest apparent throughout the

County. The scholastic data by comparison is no
lese intereating and suggestive of growth and advance-
mentv.

The grade of gertificates igsued in 1901 and the
. grade of certificates held by our tesching force who

gerved thils County the past yeer le not compared with

| & view of casting reflections on the ability represented
by our teachers in 1901, |

It is true, howevey, that with the advent of ;
betler salarles we have gliven way to the promoting
of higher standards and these have brought us a
teaching force representing experience, and, in the
main, better training,

In 1910, 8an Juan County wae eerved by three teachers
holding life certificetes, six holding third-grade certifi-
cates, nineteen holding second-grade, seven holding first-

grade, and one holding a permit., Twenty-four of the twenty-
five dlstricts owned property. Thirteen districtes hed

good buildinge, ceven had poor ones, and four pnld achool

in rented buildings. In Farmington and Azteo

+ + » commendable progress has been made dur the
past nine years, and were we to compare notes &
similar manner concerning a number of our district
schools, we should find equally commendseble progress.
Flore Vista and Kirtland each sustain & two room
school, where formerly but one teacher was provided.
Already other county districte are realizling that
their school problems sre to be solved only by rroe-
viding added rooms to their present overcrowded single
room buillding.

The csll here now is for longer terms, still better
teachers, modern equipment, added rooms and more tes-
chere. 7To compare conditions exlsting a few years
ago with conditions found today will admlt of but
one conclusion namely, 8San Juan county 1ls more and
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more glving expression to the promptings of the age.
On the foundations so faithfully laid by our underpaid
teachers of ten years ago we are rearing a progressive
superstructure and urged by the demands of this ex-
acting age, the hour must find us with a united front
thet our eduesatlonal facilities and teaching force
throughout the county may be of sufficient charscter
%o impress our boys and our girle from an illiterate
%o & classic life.

The greztest need in our educational work 1is
more of that kind of leverage emanating from the senti-
ment aa found in the lines of John Hay:

I think that seving a 1ittle child,
And bringing him to his own,

Is a derned sight better buslnessu9
Than loefing round the throne.

The echool census by districts in 1910 gave Farming-
ton 403; Aztec, 326; Flora Vieta, 102; Bloomfleld, 24; Cedar

H1ll, 25; upper La Plata, 25, the three highest and the
thiree lowest.

J. L. G. Bwinney, Democreat, was superintendent of
schools when New Mexlco became a state. He was born in

Buchenan County, Missouri, December 25, 1868, a son of J.

F. and C, C, Swinney.

After sttending public and high schools of his
native state J. L. G. Swinney did some work in the
Kentucky University and sfterward completed his educa-
tion in the Centrel Normal school of Kansas. Taking
up the profession of teaching he followed it for filve
terms in Kenses, for two terme in Texas, and for
eleven terms in Colorado, Lelng connected with the
aschools of Canon City, Colorado, for eleven years.
Removing to New Mexico he made his way to Roosevelt

» Ibid,, June 30, 1910, quoting Superintendent

Fifield's report to Hiram Hedley, superintendent of public
instruction for the territory.
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county where he lived for four years, In 1910 he

located in San Juan County snd was elected its county

superintendent in the fall of 1911 for & five years

term. He was esppointed to the state board of educs-

tion to fill out an unexpired term, waes then reap-

pointed and ie now gerving for the fourth year in

that position. He is much interested in the cause

of education and ie doing everything in his power

to advence the standards of the schools and makxe

the syestem of 1nstructig8 one of practical benefit

and velue to the young.

In 1916 he received the state Demwooratic nomination

for superintendent of public instruction. He lost the
election to his Republican ovpponent by ninety-nine votes

(32,402 to 32,501) .3
VI. SUMMARY

The etory of the beginning of education in one com-
mnity is similar to the story in other communities., A
detalled hietory of every school in San Juan County, though
interesilng and informstive, is too comprehensive for this
work. 1In lleu of this, the suthor hses eclted eleven nota-
tions at esome length and nine very brief statements in regard
to early schools other then those at La Plata, Aztec and
Farmington, Ae there were only twenty-four dlstricts by
1910, these brief representations picture epproximately all
distriets. The number of school districts eventuelly roache&

thirty-one before coneolidation began thelr reduction.

50 Ralph © ] %g cte of N
ph Emerson Twltchell, The Leading Fects o W
Mexico History (Cedar Repids, Iowa: The Torch Press, Téi?;,
IV, 5:‘0.

51 Duke, op. git., p. 129,







CHAPTER V

ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE EARLY
SCHOOLS AND THE KOVEMENT TOWARD
HIGHER EDUCATION

The story of education 1s not complete without a
glimpse of the activity out of the clagsroom and out of the
superintendent's office. The people's struggle to increase
the number of school days, to bulld schools, to hire tea-
chers, to make the lot of their children better than the one
that they had experienced 1s seen in thelr constant efforts
to secure more money. Benefits, clubs, and sociale nesrly
alvays were held for thet purpose. However, with few means
of entertaining themselvee, the people turned to literery
socletlies as thelr prinelpal school enterprise. The teachers
organized aesoclations among themselves. And the institu-
tion of institutions--the Teacher's Instltute--was a real

activity.
I. TREACHERS' INSTITUTES AND EXAMINATIONS

The lew of 1891 directed the state superintendent
of public instruction to vislt each county et lesst once
each year for the purpose of holding teschers' institutes,

which should continue for &t least two days in each oounty.l

1 -
George B. Anderson, History of New Mexieco (Los Angeles:
The Paolfic States Publishing Company, 1907), p. 248.
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The state superintendent rarely got to San Juan County, but
the program carried on by the lesser pedagogues in the
locality could have been embellished little more by hls pre-
sence, In the fall of 1895, the examination was held at
Aztec before Messrs. Allen and Locke. Mrs. Booran, Misses
Waring and Markley, and Messre. Towner, Sallee, Southerland,
and Brindel were the applicants. According to one of the
pedagogues who attended the meeting

The examination as faer &s the Jjudlicliousness of thequestions
varled. In the spelling a number of words were ssked
thet were relevant only to some obstruse ascience or
otherwise outre in thelr informztion. HNow we objiect
to Interrogatoriel inguisition of indubitadbly arduous
varlety necessitating the intervenient praetical
erudite preconception of the recondite principle
involved. Nothing more rigldly unsccommedating to
the ordinary methodlicel mental organization of the
lexicogrepher should be ssked than words of Quo-
tidium usus loquendi, such as 'asperifoliate,'
'heptanhexohedral,! 'lexicium' or 'barystronteante.'
But here 'Plliocene,' for instance, pronounced pli

('1' long) not ‘ple’ 1a a geological word from Greek
derivation. 'Plocalilli' (imitation Bast Indla pickle).
Anyone can gpell this, of course, and it's our
favorite pickle, too; look on the bottle. 'Pyroxene,'
mineral term, also from the Greek; none had even the
pronuncistion right, and see how easlly we print '‘em
here. The erlithmetic and physlology were precticel
and good. The grammer was good. he geography was
mixed. ‘'When vere the Dark Ages?' was one query and
"What were the crusaderg?' wae another queetion

esked in the geography.

By 1899 Miss Waring hed granduated from the renks,
for she, A, Rosenthsl, and William Locke comprised the
Boerd of School Examiners whlich tested the teachera. Each

a The San Jusn Times, September 10, 1895.
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epplicent for a certificate wae requested to be present as
esrly as nine o'elock A.H-3

In 1901 the meeting of the instltute was announced by
the superintendent in thie manner:

In complisnce with: the Springer school law, I will
hold &t the Fermington publiec school bullding a
county teacher normsl echool ingtitute. All de-
eiring to teach in the county should attend who
have not a certificate of attendance from a normal
institute held thls year, as it will be impossible
to secure.a echool without. I request the coopera-
tion of the honorable school boards who should see
that applicants for school are informed in regard
to this ect.

Institute will open August nineteenth, con-
tinuing ten days. The Board of Examiners meets
Auguet thirtieth. For information regarding terus,
ete., sddrese the county superintendent.

C. A. Grommet, conductor. O. C. Mciwen,
County Supezintendont
of Schoolas.

The program for a day at the institute follows:
elght, general exercgises; 8:20, arithmetic, C. A. Grommet;
9:10, history and civil government, C. A. Grommet, paysi-
ology, O. C. MeEwen; 10:00, geography, Maud Waring; 10:40,
methods, C. A, Grommet; 11:20, orthography, Maud Waring;
11:45, gremmer; 8:00 P.M., discueslion on advanced thought,

All the applicants for the teacher's certificates

were succegsful. They were: MNaud Waring, Aztec; ¥William

butler, Farmingteon; Profeessor J. F. Frazier, Durango; C.

. .
“ The San Juan County Index, September 16, 1899.
4

Ibid., August 9, 1901.
Loc. ecit.

n
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Hellet, Silverton; C. J., Wilson, La Plata; lras. Bryce,
Flora Vista; Mise Arrowsmith, Bayfield; Mies D. Martin,
Farmington; Miss M. Ellmer, Largo. If the law were to be
strioctly complied with, only these eleven teachers, minus
the three from Colorado, and others who had attended a nor-
mal course, were ellgible to teasch in the twenty-one dis-
tricts of the county. The difficulty in procuring teschers
mede 1t necesaary on occesion to dlsregard the law.

In 1901, quarterly examinstions were held for teachers
by the county superintendent. The two-weeks session of the
tescher's inetitute wes held in Farmington again in 1903.
Seventeen potentlel Abelards attended the institute in
1904. A degree of speclalization had come by 1906; on
Januery 26, examinstion of applicsnte for s third degree
certiflcate occurred, and on April 13, one for elghth-grade
certificatesn,

The Committee on Regolutions wrote of the Inetitute
that wes held in August, 1906:

The Saen Juan County Tescher's Institute held at
Farnington, Hew Mexlco, has been of such & charscter
as to pass Into our educational history &s an in-
stltute of high grade. The interest and enthuslssm
taken in the work by the instructors, together with
the timelinegs of the subject matter presented,
merlit speclal words of praise and recommendation.

Therefore, be 1t resolved that we, the instructed,
seeX To express, in part, our eppreciztion for the
resl help and benefit this Institute has been and
will be to us as teachers in our work.

Secondly, Resolved that to Professor Hirem
fadley, Superintendent of Public Instruection, we

extend our thanke for his comprehensive interest in
education, and for his emphasis placed upon the
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importance of county inatitutes.

Thirdly, Resolved that we extend to Dr. C, D,
Smith, our county superintendent, a llke sense of
eppreclation for his officisl efficiency as super-
intendent and for thewlsiomexerclsed in the cholece
of a faculty for this institute. Also for his
oresence and timely counsel during our several ses-
slons.

Ageln, Resolved that to Professor H. F. Thomas,
Frineipal of the Farmington schools, we vote our
specisl thanks for servling us 80 admirably as con-
ductor,

Algo ‘to Mre. U, H. Sherman of Durango, Colorado,
we express our esteem and apprecistion for her ef-
flolent service as Aesistant Instructor. And %o
Professor L. 1, Sherman of Durango are we indebted
for his analytical instruction given in mathematiocal
and locel geography.

Resclved, thet to Miss Margaret Thomas, Assistant
Prineipal elect of the Farmington High School, we ex-
tend our cordlal esteem and gratitude for the clear-
ness 1n which she has precented the technicalities
having to do with modernizing muech of our work in
presenting the subject matter as teachers.

In thie resolution we include our thanks to -
Miss Marylee Hartman, teacher elect of the inter-
medlate grade in the Aztec school, for her very es-
sentlal assistance in giving ue inatruction in physi-
cal culture.

Resolved thst & vote of thanks be extended to Mr,
E, 3., Whitehead, Honorable ¥r. Ellis, Judge Granville,
Fendleton, and Judge G. D. Sutton of Azteec, and to
Reverend R. U. Weldraven of Farmington for the brief,
polnted and practical addreassss.

Resolved, further, that to the citizens of
Farmington and vieinity do we extend our apprecia-
tion for thelr courtecous trestment and cordial
hospltality and to the hotels for thelr service and
speclisl rates.

We salso extend our eppreclietion to the Farmington
School Board for tendering us the echool building in -
which to hold our Institute. To the editors in Sen
Juan County we also extend our thanks for thle generous
co=operstion and specisl interest taken iln our work.

Lastly, Resclved thet these resolutions appear
in the columpn of the Times-Hustler; with & request
that a merked copy be meilled to each of the ebove
named vpartles.

Also thet s minute be made in the records of
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our Educstion Associstion to the effect that our
Resolution Committee diecherge its obligation.
Respectfully submitted,

Myron ¥, Fifield 6
Mlise Carrie Eblen Commlttee
Miss Hellie Coyne

The following is & sample test in elementary algebra
from the exsminztion which concluded the institute treining;
Time, one hour end thirty minutee. (This one was selected
for observetion baosuse of its brevity). The eprlicent
wes to select any eight problems. |

(1) .Define: (a) Egustion, (b) Term, (e) Factor, (4)
Exponent, (e) Coefficien&.
(2) Fector: (&) 4a2-208x425%% (b) X2ellxs30
(3) At an election two opposing candidates received to-
gether 2,000 votes and one received 100 more than
the other. How many did Each receive?
a

(%) a_ - 7—%
S XJ=887 X2e2axsha’

X~-28

+
(5) Simplify: "‘Lz"‘f S blz
a

o . X
AR S

1

g

1 - 1

e b

(6) & person walks to the top of & mountein &t the rate
of one and one-hslf miles per hour and down the same
way at the rate of four and one-hslf milee per hour.
How far 1e it to the top of the mountain if he is
out s8ix hours?

6 Unpublished ecrapbook in Education Department,
Cepitol Bullding, Sante Fe. Hereafter cited Secrapbook.
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(7) AR

=
X 2

6
1
15__%_= 2%

x
(8) A sum of money at simple interest amounted in four
yeers to $2,900, and in five yvears to $30,000.

Find the mum and the rate of interest.
9] Relse 2x-y to the fifth power.,

(:&.o; Extract the souare root of: x¥ 4 353 1—_],%55 + X +k
> 3
The institute of August 6, 1904, opened with County

Superintendent Fifield telking on the subject "Resolved that
an attempt be made to enforce the lew prohibiting the sale
of tobacco to school children.“? To reosive a third-grade
certificete, a minimum of 35 per cent had to be made on the
teachers' examination. Inetituteec were still being held in
1920.

I1. TEACHERS'ASSOCIATIONS

A mcvement to hold e county teschera' meeting wae
begun by Harvy Towner in the fzll of 1896. He would have
the program "desl with genersl literary exercises, the die-
cusslion of asubjects pertaining to educstion, papers on
various topice and music.“8 Not until 1902 d4id ¥r, Towner's
plan echieve practicel resulte. In thet yezr the San Juan

County Teachers' Assoelstion wae orgsnized "to secure union

7

The Sen Juen Democrat, August 9, 1904,
8
The San Jusn Times, October 23, 1896.
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and fellowship asmong the teachers and to generally help
the cause of educetlon in San Juan County." At the meeting
of the Agsogclation which wes held in Aztec in 1903 the pro-
gram wes as follows: "The Importance of Teachers' Organiza-
tlons," a paper reed by E. F. Taylor, vice-president; "The
Firet Dsy of School,"” & readilng by Hunger, the principal
et Aztec; "What Shall We Teach in the Public Schools?" by
Mr. Turner; "Grading County Schools," by Carrie Eblen. For
the course of reading for the teachers the committee decided
to adopt Irish's American and British Authors, Spencer's
Edugation, and Gray anéd Coulter'e Botany. The secretary was
advised %o correspond with lew Mexleo Normal at Lea Vegas
and the one &% Greeley, Colorado, to see what texts were being
used on "Theory and Practise’ in Normal work. The meeting
closed with Mr. Butler's reading of a paper, "Reletions of the
Teacher to the Parent.'lo In enother meeting that was held
in the ssme year, teacher's salarier were discussed. It was
sald thet two hundred schoole in Kaness had closed becasuse
no teachers would work for the low salsries that stete pro-
vided. Meene for raleing locezl sslaries were pondered..11
The San Juan County Teachers' Association held regular monthly

meetinge through 1904, 1905, and 1906,

Q
° The Fermington Hustler, Cctober 16, 1902.
10
" The Sen Juen Times, September 18, 1903.
11
Ibid., December 20, 1303,
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III. LITERARY SOCIETIES, BENEFITS, AND CONTESTS

The Farmington Literary Society was founded on
Jenuery 29, 1894. Prominent citizens were among its organizers
and first officers. Its first officers were: President,
Williem Locke; Vice-Fresident, G. L. Cooper; and W. L. Garri-
son, who served ag ecritic. This literary groupr held semi-
nonthly meetinga, and a part of each dlscussion was & debate
upon some white-hot lssue of the day. The issues included
such vroblems as "Resolved that the influence of woman over
man 1g greater than thaet of money"; and *Resolved that the
Indlen has been more ill-treated by the Americsn people than
the Negro.” In ite meeting in December of 1896 the Farmington
Literary Club debated: "Eesolved that the use of intoxicating
liquors has czused more mlgery than war and fhnine.'lz

That esuch socletlies were a etrong influence in the
formetion of public ecplnion Duke illustrates by tracing the
development of the prohibition movement in the county from
that meeting of the litersry soclety. San Jusn was the first
county in the state of New Mexlco to ontlaw liquors,

A gimiler asoclety wee formed in Aztec in 1900.

A debate at one of 1ts later meetings was on the subject:

"Who wes the best president of the United States?™ A Dr.

12 puxe, op. eif., p. 100.

12 1oc. eit.
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Dudley cnhose Theodore Roosevelt as his candidste but ran out
of euloglzing meterial before his alloted time had elapsed.
Searching about in his harried mind for something further
to say, in g stuttering voice he eventually blurted out:

"He - he wee & big, fat slob.*>"

Uther subjects for debate
vere: "Resolved that the pen is mightlier than the sword”;
and "Resolved, that water 1a a2 grester force of destruction
than fire."

In the fall of 1895 a musical and literary enter-
teinment waa presented in the Farmington school house to
ralse money to purchase & dictionary. ~ater, Mies Potter ‘
geve & box auttlion-sele party thet netted 019&60f15 A :
benefit to raise money %o buy seates for the new school on
the La Plata was held on the eve of 8t. Fatrick's Day, 1£89.
“The well known play, 'Ten lighte in & Barrom' will be pro-
duced. A good time 1is aleured."16 Reising money %o prolong
the school term wes the resson for the supper given at the
room recently veceted by W. A, Hunter in Farmington in 1900,
It wes well patronized ancd the money therefrom rslsed the
*prolong-the-school fund* to $45.00, which was very encourag-
ing. An entertainment to secure money to buy maps and globes

for the echool at Aztec wae held in Lobstos' salocon in the

% Ers. MacWilliame, personal interview.
15

16
The San Juan County Index, March 12, 1399.

The San Jusn Times, November 27, 1896.
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same year. A simllar beneflit, though not in such pleasing
quarters, was held in March and ralsed $28.45 to buy seats
for the school. "There were lots of programs for parents.
Everyone came to them. There were ple suppers end box suppers.
It was the custom to hold a ple supper on Thankegiving to
pay for the Christmas tree oandy.'17

Farmington saw its first "ghow" in 1885. It amounted
to some elides that were cast onto a sheet on the wall of
the school house by a lantern. The gentleman responsible
for the cultural display projected the scenes of a bibliecal
theme, unaware of the Satanic leanings in elements of his
audience. At the climax a drunken cowboy said: “Well,
there's Jesus Christ. I think that I'll just shoot old
Christ." As the bullets started hitting the screen the
projectionist, unused to reactions of that nature and
prompted by shots near his feet, left by way of a window,
sbandoning his equipment to the anti-Christs. Several years
laeter Al Dustin saw the 1ll-fated showman in Bayfield, Colora-
éo, living the life of a hermit. He hsd a long white beard
end lived in =& cave.l

Inter-school conteets that pltted physical strength

or physical skill were not common. Mention has been made of

the annual contest in elocution that was sponsored by C. A.

= Hrs. MacWilliams, personal interview.

18
Al Dustin, personal interview.
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Grommet and held in Floras Vista for several Years. The gold
medal prize was eagerly sought. A product of the Farmington
schools usually won it. A specizl cosch in elocution, a
ledy from Durango, waes brought on one occassion to Farmington
to train their aspirant.

Contests on “Capitols of states," geography and
spelling were of a local nature and perents &s well as pupils
participated in the spell-downs.

Baseball was the logicel game that could have be-
come inter-school competition by 1912. Aztec and Farmington
had nine monthe of school, but the remainder of the county
schools aversged less than geven months, which made base-
ball imprecticel. Town tesms were addicted to the game
during the summer. Football made its debut about this time.
Ambitlous Aztec scheduled a game with the University of New
Hexleco. The game

- « . Was played in Albuquerque in 1912. Professor
Earl Douglas srranged for the game. In a big cer
owned by Mr. Hubbard the team travelled all day to
reach Gallup that night. There they entrained and
arrived in Albuquerque the following morning. Aztec
suffered defeat by the score of forty-two %o nothing.
Yele played Harverd somewhere back East on the same
day and one or the other beat the other by the same
score, so the boys dild not feel so badly. A banker
named Jones accompanied the team. Constantly en
route he admonished the green kids to beware the
traffic and respect the law. Jones and Professor

Douglas were stopped and bawledlgut by a policeman
in Albuquerque for Jay-walking.

? Personal interview with Mr. Lanler, on May 2,
1949, a worker in the Post Office at Aztec. He came to Aztec
in 1906.
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IV. THE MOVEMENT TOWARD HIGHER EDUCATION

In 1894 & rumor of building an academy on the La

Plata spresd go far south as to rezch the ears of the
editor of the paper at Farmington. The reasons for such
e venture were the same as those cited by Superintendent
Fifleld sixteen years later, when arguing with the rural
schools to teke advantage of the improved roads and to
consolidate with the town echools. He said

On the advent of better public highways several

of our rural schools could come with profit to the

Townanip sechool system. In lieu of this, these

districts each needs a school house in each end

of the dlstrict or on each side of the river,

which is so often times ewollen as to ocut off
many of the pupils from the school buillding.

The plan at La Plata was to construct an academy to house
the pupils from the entire three dlstricts on the river to
insure a more regular attendance. !ho.plan died aborning.
The next year a scheme evolved in Farmington from similar
reasoning plus the desire for businese training for
county students. This project reached the by-law stage.
Its constitutions follows:
Article I The name of this company shall be The
San Juan Academy Corporation of Farming-
ton, New Mexico.
II The capitel stock shall be $25,000: 2500
shareas to be sold at ten dollars each.
The populsation of the county in 1893
was 3,000,

III The annusal meeting of the stotkholders
will be on the last Saturday in June.







IV

VI

VIiI

-

Vil

XII

XIII
X1V

XV

XVI

XVII

AVIII

74

There will be a board of five directors who
will be bonded.

The corporation's object--a graded school is
sulteble buildings.

The stock will be Xept on the market till sold.
A superintendent will be hired to prosecute the
building.

The board of directors will make annual reports
to the stockholders.

Good teachers will be employed.

The board will select the texi-books and fix
the grades.

The board will provide a short business course
to consist of Penmanship, Shorthand, Bookkeeping,
and other buginess prepsaration.

The boerd will not sell or mortgage without the
consent of & majority of the stockholders.

The board will notify stockholders ten days
before a meeting.,

The board will pay dividends.

Thies school will be purely Non-Sectarian and Non-
Politicel. No teacher shall be employed or re-
Jected on account of his or her Denominational
or Political affilistions, yet no teacher ghall
be employed who is not a Christian in faith and
practice.

The teachers shall be required to open and close
the school of each day with a short service of
reading of Seripture, Song and Prayer.

The teachers will keep recorde of daily Deport-
ment and standing in recitation.

There will be a public examination on the fourth
Friday of each month and a public examination
at the end of each term,

The Teachers will not allow & pupil to pass from
one grede to another until he is proficlent in
the grade from which 1t 1s sought to promote him,
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XIX The board will meet as often as is necessary.

XX A meeting can be called at any time by two
directors, if they glve seven days notice.

Fifteen acres of land were donated after a cholce
of a site for the building was made. Three hundred dollars
was the estimated cost of the bullding.zo This was as
fer as thls plan moved. In Karch, 1897, the spark flared
enew. "There 1s talk of a college being built in Farming-
ton. Land hes been aeleoted.'21 The fire dled down once
more.

The flame jumped north and east to Aztec. HMr.
Grommet, the educator at Flora Vista and sponsor of the
gold medel contest in elocutlon, cast his welght to Aztec's
oausé. An intense rivalry existed between Aztec and
Farmington. If one could excel at anything, 1t lost no
opportunity to do so. Feople in Aztec gave Mr, Grommet
aubhority to secure & principal end open a normal school.
He 1induced Dr. Frank Clerence Spencer, a graduate of
Columbia University and "New York educator of note,‘zz
and hls wife to come to Aztec to open the college. So
on Tuesday, September 4, 1900, the Northwestern Normal
School, "the first asdvanced educational institution in

20 ohe Sen Juen Times, August 30, 1895.
g T

Ibid., March 22, 1897.

: The Sen Jusn County Index, December 14, 1900,
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northwestern lNew Mexico or southwestern Colorano"z3 opened.

The aim of the institution wase

To equip pupils for the battle of 1ife; to make
thinkers and doers-~energetic, progressive, useful
citizens. Oraduates should be sble to properly
dlscharge the duties of principal of any high school,
to fill any poeition of honor or trust in bank or
merchantile house; in short, to do properly and

well whatever comes to their hends to do.

The courses were:

First Year: First term--practical erithmetic, gram-
mar, desoriptive geography and penman-
ship.
Second term--practicsl arithmetic, rhetoric,
physleal geography, penmanship snd read-

ing.
Thgfd term--algebra, rhetoris, physiology,
bookkeeping, end reading. -

Fourth term--elgebra, grammsr, United
States history, botany, and drawing.

practical end highe
weeks of geometry; twen
nometry agh urveying; thi weeks of
United Stetes history and constitution;
twenty weeks of general hlstory; ten

weeks each in knglish, French and German
hlstory, botany, physics, zoology, geology,
mental science and chemistry; twenty weeks
each in hiletory of education, philosophy
of education, political economy, eriticlen,
astronomy, school law, loctgzec; two years
of English literature, ets.

Fending the finding of better accommodetlions, schooling

Terms: ten weeka each, dally reeitations. Weekly
drills in letters of teaching, debating,
ete. .
Second Year: Latin for three yoqga;igﬁrSy weeka of

L thmetic; thirty
¥y weeks of trigo-
thirty

23 Ibid., Beptember 7, 1900.

24
Ihe Sen Juen County Index, September 7, 1900.
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was held st Lobesto'e Hsll, which, in the opinion of many,

hed degenerated from 1ts status of ssloon. Registration
waa held there on Monday, and students from out of town
were urged to check 1n &t the Home Hotel. Classes got
under way, and Doctor Condit invited the public to attend
his lecture on eleectricity. Doctor Spencer, the head of

the institution, newly arrived in San Juan County, made a
trip to Farmington to ask the people there for their patron-
age and, more practically, some students. This advertise-

ment was placed in the paper at Aztec:

North Western Normal College, Asztec, New Mexico
Pupils may enter any time and . Deperiments: Freparatory,

take any studies they wiah. Normal, Classiecal, Husi-
cal , Oo-loroial Short-
hana

Low--Rates for board, room High--the grade of

and tuition. Write for instruction in all

ciroulsars. brancheo taught in the

Qghool and col-

Professor Grommet arranged an extrs-curricular

lego.

lecture course for the winter which conslsted of five
lectures at lntervals of one month. BSeason tlckels cost
two dollars, the proceeds going to the Normsl School.
Lecturers were: Judge R. McFle; Doctor Downs, superinten-
dent of the Durango schools; Price Walters, Eeq.; and Dr.

¥, G. Spencer. Muslc, declamations, and short dialogues

25
Ibid.

October 3, 1900.
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wvere speclal features of esch lecture. A Spanish class
wvas also started which met on Tuesday and Thursdsy nights.
Superintendent Mead of a nearby Experimental Station that
was affilisted with the State Agricultursl College at Las
Cruces, was in cherge of the well-attended class in
Spenish. By the end of the year fifty pupills had enrolled :
in the Normal School. It had become apparent, however,
that in order to exist sessiestance frem the state would be
necessery. Judge Grenville Pendleton, the town orator
for occassione of state and the Fourth of July, went to
Sante Fe, the state capitol, to secure the passage of
leglisletion that would chenge North Western Normal into a
state institution. “The bill wase favorsably reported by
the committee in charge to the house leglsleture by Judge
Pendleton.'26 Five days later the bill psassed the houoc;
Then Farmington forwerded objections to the school's loce-
tion at Aztec. Flors Vista approved having the school
where it was. This lack of unity plus the opposition
proved too much for the Judge. "Judge Granville FPendleton
returned from the Santa Fe Leglslature seesion. He lost
the normal school. Cowmen aided by sheepmen beat hin.'27
Despite the disappointment that srose from the defeat,

classes continued throughout the yeer until the close of

&bid., Februery 15, 1901.
The Farmington Times, March 29, 1901.
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school on June 6. Attendance had been small during the
spring months because of gickness and farm work. No
intention of abendoning the project was apperent. Before
the formal opening the following fall & special short
term 1n "Hethods of Teesching" was glven to teachers in
the county who had not complled with the state law, which
reculred sttendance &t an institute. The county euper-
intendent approved the short term as an adequate substi-
tute for the regular teachers' 1nst1tute.28 The regular
term opened on September 21, 1901, with an attendance
that was only felr. FAfty students were deeired. MNrg.
Grommet was teeching Letin and algebra. The year wes
divided into three terme of twelve weeks. The firat and
second terms cost §12.50 eech in advince; after the firet
weeX they were $15. The third term cost those who had
peld for the first term, §7.50. An entire year in sdvance
was only 530.00.29

Suddenly the school was discontinued. Probebly
not enough students enrolled to afford Doctor Spencer a
wage commensurate wlith his educatlional status. His wife
hed acted a8 principal for the public school of Aztec in
1900, ©She wee not hired for the following year. Fer-

hape Farmington dild not support the project for fear that

38 The San Juan County Index, September 6, 1901.

o Ibid., September 13, 1901,
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1t would benefit 1ts rivel. Mayhsp & faculty could not
be found that would work in such an &lr of instability
at such probable low sslaries. The death knoll had rung
when Judge Pendleton haed failed hie mission. The life of
North Western Normal ceased in 1ts second yeer.

Hr. Grommet, one of the Normal school's faculty,
hed been the driving power beaind the venture. In Novem-
ber of 1901 he was back teaching regular aschool on the
Le Plata. A leading flgure in educationsl ecireles for
ten years, he was commltted eventuaslly to the state
penitentiexy

« «.s for gltering post offlce funds, or some

similer charge. Good behavior in thet institu-

tlon permitted his early release on probation.

He returned to Aztec, where he dled. His memory

isthig%%y regarded by the old-timers around
ztec.

Though e¢f 1little connection with public schools,
the Territorial College of Agriculture kept an experimen-
tal station two miles north of Aztec for eix years, 1895-
1901. In the fsll of 1894 C. G. Brewer contracted to
build the atation.jl Superintendent C. E. Mead wrote a
paper in 1894 entitled "A Study of Soill Moisture.* By
1901 the station, deseribed as Y140 scres of cholece land

with improvements thereon,"32 wae for sale. Mr., Pinkstaff

9 Personal interview with George Bowra, edlitor of
the Aztec Independent Revliew, on March 12, 1949,

2 :
31 The San Juesn County Index, November 20, 1894,

2
2 Ibid., Auguet 12, 1501.
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of Telluride, Colorado, bought it for 64,500.33

V. SUMMARY

To derive a complete pleture of the esrly schools
end thelr influence upon the communities, examination was
nade of outalde activities which centered sbout the school.
Tezchers' Instltutes and Examinations were required by law
end oceurred annuslly before the beginning of school.
Teechers' Associations developed through the desire of a
profeasionsl group to get together for entertainment and
to discuses common problems. Literery Socleties resulted
from the need of the communitiee for entertainment and '
cultural advancement. Contests proved an interesting way
of diepleying the teachers' work before the public. Bene-
fits and soclele served as meane of augmenting the funds
for educational purposes,

A normal school was considered in La Plata and
Fapmington before it was attempted in Aztec. Classes
were held st the school for one yesr and were. started a
second yesr, before it fzlled. %“sck of money, fallure to
secure state support, snd rivaelry of Aztec and Farmington

were reasgons for i1te feilure, The movement for a normal

school wes supplanted by the development of high schoole.







CHAPTER VI

THE RISE OF THE HIGH SCHOOL AND THE
GENERAL PICTURE TO 1946

I. FARMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL

Aztec had an institution for higher learning at the
turn of the century. However, North Western Normal cessed
functioning sometime in 1901. In 1903 Farmington boasted

| thaet 1t had & complete high school. This venture into
| the reslme of advanced educetion was dest%ned to grow
steadlly and become one of the larger high schoole in
the stele. The gradusting claes of 1907 consisted of two
slsters, Lena end Frances Enot.1 The greaduates in 1949 .
numbered fifty-six. As many as 60 per éeht of the 01300:
intended %o go to institutions of higher lesrning.
Although the curriculum in the early yeara offered
little more than botany, geometry, algebra, snolent his-
tory, bookkeeping, Englisn, and Latin,z by 1917 1t included:
thirty-slx weeks of Algebra I and II; Plane Geometry,
Medleval and Hodern History; Ancient History; English I,
II, III, end IV; Cerman I and II; Elementsry Latin and
Czesar; Physlices end Chemistry; Stenography, Typewriting

1
Recordes in the office of the Farmington High School.
Hereafter clted Faermington High School Regords.

2
The Fermington Times Hustler, September 9, 1909,
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end Bookkeeping; Public Speaking; Sociology; Spenish I,
II, and III; Domestic Art, Clothing, and Manuel Training
I end II; elighteen weeks of Solid Geometry; History of
the United States; Oivics; Physlology; Physlography; Ad-
vanced Arithmetlc; Domestic Service; Sewing, Cooking, and
Foods. Clee Club was also included. In 1920, eighteen
weeks of radlo and thirty-six weeks of agriculture were
edded. Seven yeare later Commercizl Lsw and Mechanical
Drawing appeered. The complete Curriculum in 1948 was:
Agriculture I, II, III; Art I, II; Typing I, II; Book-
keeping, Shorthand; Dramaticse; Journslism; English I, II,
I1I, IV; Speech; Home Economics I, II, III; Library Science;
General Mathematics, Algebra, Plane Geometry, Advanced
Algebra, Trigonometry, Solid Geometry; brohestra, Bend,
Chorus; Girls' Physicel Education, Boya' Physical Educa-
tion; General Science, Blology, Chemistry; Hyglene; World
History, Americen Hlstory; American Problems; and Spanish
I and II. Thirty-slx weeks of schooling in esch subject
vas to be had.3

At a recent meeting of high school superintendents
in the epring of 1949, concern was reglstered over the
high percentage of children entering the schools of the
state who falled to graduate from high school. Eighty

per cent of the firet-year students dropped out; six out

2
2 Fermington High School Regords.
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of ten pupiles who reasch the eighth grade do not complete
high school. In 1910 Farmington had thirty-one fresh-
men, thirteen sophomores, fourteen Jjuniore, and five
senlors, Aztec High enumerated thirty-two freshmen, four-
teen sopnomores, six Junlors, and one sgenlor. These ex-
amples merely i1llustrate that forty years ago in two high
schools the percentage of drop-outs in high school was
about ninety.

In 1910 the Farmington school syetem was housed in
cne bullding. Its librery contained five hundred books.
The first high echool building wes constructed in 1922.

It now esrves as a junier high school. A big new educa~
tionsl plent came into being in 1940. It is the most
modern end largest public school building in the county.
H., F. Thomas wae principasl of the high school in 1905.

L. M. Garrett hed succeeded him by 1908. Sixty-three
puplls were enrolled in 1910. Earl Douglass followed E.
R, Hutchinson &s& principsal in 1922. Under Mr. Douglasas
the eéhool becsme accredited by the Hofth Central Assocla-
tion., It is still & member of that associstion. Although
John A. ¥Webb was vrineipal in 1931, Earl Douglass was at
the helm agsein in 1934. The office of superintendent of
the Farmington schools was &bly filled by F. R. MeKinley
for fifteen years before he retired and relinquished the

voeition to Mr. Hawkins in 1948,
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II. AZTEC HIGH SCHOOL

Although Aztec High Sohool was funcetioning in 1909,
not until 1912 did 1% heve & graduating cless. That con-
sisted of two members, Gentry Sceles &nd George Tonkenson,
The curriculum of the early school resembled Farmington's,
Lighteen weeks of zoology end eighteen weeks of pedagogy
were included, alao.4 Recitation periods lasted forty
minutes.

£liza Robinson superintended the thirty pupils in
1908. . G. Russel had fifty-three. ¥W. . Caroon and
W. R. Buckles were other esrly principels. In 1924 F. H,
Anderson headed the Aztec schools, end the high nqhé@&:
was & member of the North Central Association. 4. J.
lindsay, his successor, maintained the aobrldititioﬁ. :

Sy 1934, however, when Roy Gladson hed the p&iltio!,fﬁhb'
schiool weas no longer a member. C. V. Xoogler was super-
intendent in 1938. He holds the position in 1949 and ie
atienpting to have the school become sccredited by the
Acsoclation once moro.5 Bonds for 442,000 were =old in
1248 for the construction of & modern gymnasium. Gene
Hamllton, famous through the West as & planist, became
head of lhe music depsrtment in 1942 and serves yet in

that cepacltiy.

-
Aztec High School Records.

5
Personsl interview with C. V., Koogler, Hay 10, 1949.
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III. CENTRAL CONSOLIDATED HIGH SCHOOL

The Centrel Consollidated High School serves the
students in the populated zres between Harper's HIll and
Shiprock elong the San Juasn River. Kirtlend, where the
school 12 located, 1s fifteen miles weet of Faruington.
The firat ciase gradusted from the high school in 1921.
Its membere were: Alice Ashley, Thors Gale, Anna Hendrick-
son, and Golds Hsrgis. The school'e curriculum contains
the essentlal of thet of the Fermington hlgh school, but
it 1e emeller in scope. ¥W. L., Trimble wase superintendent
et Kirtland in 1920, Mre. Grece B. Wilson succeeded him
in 1925 and gulded the destiny of the schools until 1949,
when she retired. The brick bullding that now contains
the grades wae constructed in 1914. A big, brick high
schiocl appeared in 1930. A modern gymnasium was added
seven yesars leter, and & building to house the hot lunch

6
program adorned the campus in 1948,

IV. OTHER HIGH SCHOOLS

High sachool subjlecle were taught iIn other locations
st varlious times. Two years of high school were held at

center Polnt In 1924-25 and a few years previously.7 Flora

“ Personal interview with Mrs, Grace B, Wilson,
April 10, 1949,

7 Mrs. Mac ¥Williams, personsl interview.
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Vista had & high school for a wh110.8 Jewett'e high school
pupile started sttending Central in 1927, es did Shiprock's
in 19&8.9 The improvement in transportation frollities
made the melintenance of the schools impracticel. Today,
the county has three public high schools: Farmington,
Aztec, and Kirtland.

Flgure 2 serves as a‘gonvenient way to present the
number of high school graduates from the three publie
high schools since the schoola were organized., LExamina-
tion of the llne representing Aztec reveals years when
the record was lncomplete. Consequently, the line does
not fluctuate as mach ae 1t should. The gape ere bridged
with linee.

Farmington's number of greduates shows a continu-
ous, though not stezdy, increase. Aztec's increase is
smeller, but continuous, slthough there were leen years
at the time of World War I. In 1930 Kirtland had thirteen
graduates, s2nd hss remasined close to that figure since.

V. THE COUNTY BOARD

In 1918 a2 County Bosrd of Education wes crested to
conduct sl]l the business for the schools except Sthose of

Aztec and Fermington, which were the only two incorporated

Personal interview with Mr. Willyard, resident of
Flora Vistsa, Hay 3, 1949.

Grace B. Wilson, personal interview.
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10
towns. By 1934 the Central Consolidated schools were

divorced from the county and were embraced in an indepen-
dent school dlstrict. Teble I presente facts wnich serve
to illustrate the development of the county, the Aztec, the
Farmington, and the Central Consolideted Schools since 1892.
The chert 1s not complete, but it 1llustrstes the overall
plcture. Notetions do not salways agree with similar ones
cited elsewhere. The chart wes made from materisl taken
from the bGlennial Reports or the state superintendents of

instruction,
VI. PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS

A Perent-Teacher Association hsd been organlzed
by 191?11 in Farmington. At its euggestion cighth-grade
graduatea held commencement exercises. There were tvonty-
five gradustes from the eilghth grade, exclusive of munici-
pal schools: Bloomfleld, three; Flors Vists, six; Rosing,
two; Farmington, four; Kirtland, five; Ceder Hill, two;
Pendleton, two; and La Plate, two.lz

An editorlal hints of the effectz of World War I
on educstion. Entlitled "How About Our Schoole?" 1t says:

The election of school board directors in the
district Tuesday brings to mind some spring tiwme

10 ppe Fermington Timee Hustler, October 31, 1918.

11 1psa., Pebrusry 16, 1917.

12
Ibid., June 7, 1917.
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fancles regerding our schools. Fesrmington has long
boested of her achools snd worked for them. The war
with 1ts calls for our time, energy and funds, caused
us to slscken our efforte for the schools, but it ia
time to get back into the herness.

Only this week one of our merchants suggested
thaet a little concerted action on the part of the
towngpeople would suffice to continue the policy of
beautifying the achool grounds; and to aid in further
equipping the high school, without ssking anything
from the treasury of the board of education.

There are other things to be considered, also.
A new high school building, for instance, 1s needed.
There is a strong sentiment smong business men and
other taxpeyers Lo have the best schools possible.
Durango has found thet her investment in a modern
high school has increased the value of resl estate
and mede vacent houses a thing of the psst,

Honey spent on schools is money invested in
children of today Tor the making of good citizens of
tomorrow. 1
Honestly answer the guestion: Dces it pay? 3

.
i

VII.. TRANSPORTATION O FUPILS

The number of s¢hool Alstrlets hed reached thirty
before rosds and automebliles becesme pood enough to be
dependebie for transyorting school children. In winter
monthe and during the reiny season esrly rosde were im-
pesssble to motor vehiclesd¥ In 1918 Mrs. MacWilliaus
used & wagon to go to achool seven miler away. She was
on the road st sun up and returned sfter dark. One day
it wes twenty-elght degrees below zero, but che missed

1
only one day of school because of cold weather. 5 By 1919

-~

 Ibid., April 3, 1919.

I
Mrs. MacWllliams, personsal interview.

15
Loe. cit.
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there were two school buses at La Plata; one commuted Trom
the Barker Dome sarea and one brought children from farther
up the river. Kirtland began using s bus to bring students
from the Harper's Hill area to the esst, in 1925. Two
years later an additlonsl bus bagan Sraneporting high achool
studente, later chlldren of sll the grsdes, from the Jewett
area to the weet; and in 1948 the high school students from
Shiprock. Fermington, Aztec, and Blanco began using buses,
or trucks, as they were once called. The plcture in 1949
shows &ll high school etudents of the county attending
school in one of these four plsces. The upper San Juan
studente vent to Blenco; the middle Sen Jusn, the La
Pleta, and the lover Animee pupils went to Farmingtcn; the
upper Animss to Coloredo students sttended at Aztec; the
lower 3an Juan pupils rode to Kirtlend. Of course trans-
portation wss not limited to high echool students. The
trend is toward bringing all students in to municlipsl
echool systems, as Superintendent Fifield recommended in
1910. All pupils in the La Plata valley will attend the
Farmington schoole in the fall of 1949. The state had
provided transportation for children to Catholle schools
when no public schools were avallable. This practice was
deemed unconstitutional by Judge Hensley in his jJjudgment
in the noted Dixon case. If vublic schoals are not malin-
tained in Blanco, pupile will hsve to ride buses to Azteo,

eleven miles ewvay by & secondsry rosd,
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VIII. CONSOLIDATION

The consolidation movement was eontemporary with
the movement of transporting children to schools in the
towns. Greater consolidation may occur in the future.

In 1919 Eerl Douglase, County Superintendent, and Assistant
State Superintendent John V. Conway began merging school
systems. During thet year dlstrlets of Prado, Alcatraz,
Torree, and Jaquez Joilned the Blanco distriet; District 18
Joined District 11 on the upper La Plata, and the lower
distrlict merged wlith Farmington. Two other diétriota con-
solldated with Bloomfield.

A group of houses 1s Just thst until & school 1is
pleced smong them. Then they become cemented into a vil-
lage or town. Thus reason the opponents of consolidation,
who dlsllke seeing thelr schools vanish. They interpret
consolidation as a step toward the dlesemination of their
hemlet. They disapprove of sending young children fer
distances to school. The hot lunch program 1s an answer
to still other objectlions. Hot lunches are usually provi-
ded in eschool systemse thet use bussges. Heals coet a few
cents. Children are Provided vitamine which might other-
wise be absent from their diet. Hot food 1s more easily
digested than cold food. Employment of several persons
1s necessary. National surplusees are put to good ad-

ventage. BEating with others adds to the student's poise.
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These and other reasons are cited for this movement. In
not & few casee in San Juan County, it is also a motive
for attending school. Some pupiles eat the best meal of
thelr dsy at the hot lunch. Besides the money and food
that the national government provides, local surpluses of
frults and vegetables that owners can find no market for,

are donsted.
IX. FINANCING THE SCHOOLS

An examination of the financlal aspect of the
schoola of the county about 1920 supplements Teble I. Of
every dollar that was raised by county texes that yeer,
%¥0.555 went for school purposes; $0.45 to the county
schools, $0.09 to speclsal school dlstriects, and 30.015
to state schools. Roads were the next big expense taking
$0.2205. Other expenses were pald by $0.2245 of the tax
doller., Aztec teachers were peid $7,700; Farmington's,
v7,500; Central's, §6,675; County schools, $19,500, a total
of 41,375 for teaching. Janitors cost $1,645; fuel, $1,540;
supplies, $1,650; transportetion, $3,300; insurance, $290;
books and miscellaneous, §495; repair of school houses,
$880; repair of equipment, $195; interest, §720; trucks,
$8,000; clerical hire, $100; expense of poll tax and cen-

sus, $200; building school houses in Districts 20, 22, and
29, $2,475; equipment, §1,072; and interest on bonds,
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$¢3,068.40, a total of 367,005.16 The salary scsle ranged from
$65 per month for third grade teachers to $130 per month for

17

experienced first grade teachers.
X. IMPROVEMENT OF TEACHING PERSONNEL

The schools ere always trying to incresse the guality
of their teachers. In 1882 a bull-whacker wes employed as
teacher possibly because the people faw a correlatlion in
bull-whacking end teaching. The opinion of the general
public in the early days wee not highly complimentary to-
ward educatora.

Instead of calling the greatest minds of the nation
to instruct the young -- a8 was the cuatom of the
Athenisns, we sneak around the corner and employ
the sappilest kind of vealy girls at the lowest
wages to teach our rising generation in things
which they themselves never can or could comprenend
for lack of gray uiator. What we need in our
schools 1s bralns.

Early school teschers hed to attend the annual
institute aceording to stete law. In practice, less than
haelf the number of teachers in the county actually attended.
Failures in the examinatione were rare. In ten days' time
one was expected to learn or review enough subjeot matter
to ensble him to tesch a term of school.

Certification in the county in 19486 was as follows:

the county superintendent held = certificste; the prineipal

17 1via., May 5, 1920.

18
The San Juan County Index, September 4, 1903.
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had a Five-Year High School certificate; twenty-two teachers

held: two Master Teachers Certificates, eleven Professional,
one Master Teacher Elementary Life, one Elementary Life, and
seven Lmergency. In Aztec the superintendent held an Admini-
strative Life certificste; the principal had an Administra-
tive certificate on credits; twenty teachers held the follow=-
ing certificates: one MHaster Teacher, six Professional, one
Master Teacher Elementary Life, six Five-Year High School,
three 0ld Life, two New Life, and one Emergency. Farmington's
superintendent had an Administrative Life certificate; of

two principals one had an Administrative Life, and the

other, & Five-Year High School; twenty-eight teachers held
these certificates: nine Master Teacheras, three Profes-
gional, four Elementary Life, ten Five-Yesr High School,

two New Life. Central's superintendent held an Administra-
tive Life certificate; ten teschers had five Professional,
and five Five-Year High School certificstes. The Farmington
schools had one supervisor, the only one to be found in the
county.

Qualifications of educators in 1946 show thet in the
county schools, the superintendent had attended college
three yesrs; the prineipsal hed a B, A. degree; of the twenty-
two téachera three had B. A, degrees, flve had three years

19 gighteenth Biennlsl Report of the Superintendent
of Public Instruction (Santa Fe, llew Mexlco: Quality Press,

1948), pp. 150, 152, 168, 170, 172.
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of college, eight had two years, and six had less than two
years. In Aztec, the superintendent held an M. A. degree;
the prineipsl, an M. A.; of the twenty teachers thirteen had
5. A. degrees, slx had three years of college, and one had
two yeare. In Fsrmington, the superintendent held an M, A.
degree; the supervisor, a B. A.; of the two prineipals,
both held M. A. degrees; of the twenty-eilght teachers four
held H. A. degrees; elghteen B. A, degrees, five three

: 20
years of college, and one two years.

XI, THE DIXON CASE

Judge E. Turrer Hensley flled his Judgment and decree
on the Dixon case in Santa Fe District Court on June 22, -
1949. He ruled uncongtitutionsl the furnishing of free text-
books to private schools, the trangsportation of private and
parochial school children in public school buses without
charge, the adoption of any sectarian textbook for free dls-
tribution, and the holding of tax-supported eschool classes
in bulldings which have religious emblems peculliar to any
religlous denomination. He declared that sgtudents are sub-
ject to the supervision of school suthorities and teachers
from the time they arrive at the school in the morning until
they leave in the afternoon and this entire period is & part
of the achool day for all such school children. Judge Hensley

o Ibid., pp. 146, 147, 149, 160, 162, 164, 166.
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forever barred 124 Catholic nuns, thirteen brothers and
two priests from teaching in New Mexico tax-supported schools
and banned the rental of church-owned buildings for public
school uses where the church retaine & part of the building
for its own purposes.

Of that part which prohibits the rentsl of church-
owned bulldings for public use ". ., . .in San Juan County,
two schools, one at BElanco with seven teschers and one at
Waterflow with three teachers will be arrectad.'zz Both
of the schools are connected with the Catholie Churech.
Another school that will feel the effect of the ruling 1is
Hevajo Hlsslon of the Methodlst Church. Founded in 1899,
et the Hogbsek thirty miles west of Farmington, this school
opened its doors to others than Indiens. A fine new brick
building that was situated at the Junction of the La Plata
end San Juan rivers was washed awsy in the flood of 1911.23
The school 1s now located &t Fermington, and offers educa-
tionel opportunities for Grades 1 through 12. Mr, Base is
ite present superintendent. The school uses textbocks that
are furnished by‘the state.

A Editorial, "Dixon Verdict Becomes Law,* The Chris-
tien Century, 66:812, July 6, 1949,

&s The Aztec Independent Review, July 1, 1949.

J Personsl interview with Mr. and Mrs. English of
lNavajo Mlsalons faculty, March 10, 1949, They have a
picture of the early school &t the Hogback and Mre. English
hae written an unpublished "History of Navajo Methodist
Mission.®







XI1, SUMMARY

Farmington had the firset high school in San Juan
County in 1903. Other publie high schools &re now functi
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ON-

ing in Aztec and Kirtland. The curriculums have grown from

alx or seven subjects to the forty or so of the modern hi
schools.

A county board of education was oreated in 1918 to
hendle the school affeirs of the county, a&s distinguished
from the affairs of the municipal schools &t Aztec and
Farmington and the independent distriet of Kirtland. Im-
proved transportation facilities brought about consolida-
tiona, From thirty-one districts, the number has dropped
to ten. Certification and qualifications of teachers are
improving yearly. The Dixon case will affect the schools
of the county by withdrawlng state-ald from all schools

thet are connected in asny menner with a relliglous organiza-

tion.

¢h







CHAPTER VII
SUNMARY

The rirst schools of San Juan County were in the
La Plata Velley, Aztec end Farmington. The houses were
built by the ploneers themselves and the teschers vere
pald 1n pert Dy subseriptions because the county school
funds were insufficient to pay a living wege to teachers.
The schoocl terms were very short and it was not until about
1900 thet the income from special texes was sufficient for
the communities to have a school for as long ae six months.
Teachers had very little education and secured certificstes
from a board of county examiners after they had lttondéd
teachers' institutes. The chief qualification needed by the
teachers of those days was abillity %o diseipline the larger
boye, and teachers sometimes were obliged to defend them-
selves from irate parente in fist fights.

The county commissloners organized the first school
districts of the county from the previously existing elec-
tion preclncts, and they aleo set the tax levies for school
purvoses before the school lew of 1891 was psssed. In the
1890's the dletricts school funds relsed by texation was
often lees than §15.00 per district. Tultion charges were
necessary and from 50¢ to 75¢ per month per pupil was the

usual charge. The number of pupils enrolled in these
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districts ranged from twenty or thirty to over 100, and a
few pupils traveled as far as ten miles to attend the
echools. The short terme of the public echools were often
supplemented by a few months of privete schools supported
by eubsecription or tuiltion.

Not long after the beginning of school in La Plata,
Farmington, and Aztec, the other settlements of the county
vrovided crude educatlonal facilities for their children.
During the 1880's schools were also operating annually in
Flora Vista, Frultland, Bloomfleld, Junction City and
Turley. By the next decade there were schools in 0lio,
Centerpoint, Cecder Hill, Riverside, Jewett, Fairpoint,
Hutehing, Blanco, Mesga, Rosing, La Booa, Peﬁdidiéu; Llﬁprty.
Alcetraz, and Largo. The lestter two schools had more
fineneciel difficulties than were normally experienced. Up-
on occaslon they were forced to remain closed until those
difficulties were straightened out. In the meantime private
schools provided the learning opportunities of the frontier
children. Spenish as well as English wes taught in the
eastern aschools of the county.

The school lew of 1891 provided for the election of
& county superintendent. T. C, Crump wae the first one %o
be elected under that law. In 1894 Harry Allen of the
Fopullst party won the superintendency. He was followed 1in
1896 by L. B, Burnham, who held the office for two years.

Hr. Rosenthal, the next superintendent, was succeeded in 1900
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by O, C., McEwen. C. D. Smith &nd M. F, Fifleld preceded
J. L. G. Bwinney as holders of the pcesition. Mr, Swinney
wes superintendent when the territory became e state.

Concurrent with the development of the schools were
verious actlvities whieh necessarily form a pert of educa~
tion. Under the law of 1891 teschers' institutes and exami-
nations were required. These institutes were conducted by
the county superintendent, assisted by one or two of the
Letler qualified teachers. Held in either Farmington or
Azlec, the instltutes lasted azbout ten days and the at-
tendance of all prospective teachers was required. The
general subjects of the currloula were reviewed and educa-
tional etimulation was provided for thcicbiiug year., Seldom
did an appliesnt fseil the examinstion which followed the
institute.

In 1902 the San Juan County Teachers' Aassociation
was organized, chlefly as & result of the efforts of Harvy
Towner of La Flata. B8ubjects pertaining to education as
vell es means of ralsing the statue of the teaching pro-
fession were treated by the assoclation. Literary soclieties
were begun in Fermington in 1894 and in Aztee in 1900.
Debates on subjects of general interest were a feature of
these socletles. Entertainmente such &s box-suppers, plays,
end perties of various descriptionas were presented often
in the frontler communitles to reise money for prolonging

the school term. Interscholastic competitions were not
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practicel with any regulsrity.

Schemes &t La Plata snd Fermington to begin institu-
tions of higher learning failed. At Aztec a Northwestern
Normel School wes undertaken whieh survived one year and
Pert of another year. An unsuccessful effort by Judge
Granville Pendleton of Aztec to get the inetitution sub-
eldized by the territory felled, end the collapse of the
effort probebly resulted from & lack of funds. An experi-
mental etation under the euepices of the New Mexico
Agricultural College was conducted two miles north of Aztec
between the yesrs 1895-1901.

Farmington began » high sehool in 19072 which graduated
1ts first class in 1907. Classes gradusted from high schools
et Aztec in 1912 and at Kirtland in 1921. Those are the
three publle high schoole 1h the county. Their Qn;ly-uur-
ricula consisted of gix or eight subjects but in more recent
years Uhirty or forty different studies may be undertaken.

A Parent-Teacher Assoelation had begun operating in
Farmlngton by 1917. During the yeers of World Wer I educa-
tion in the county progressed little. As the San Juan
area became more populated, the number of school districts
grew %o thirty-one. After the War consolidations, made
roesible by grestly improved transportation faeilities,
cterted lescening the number of districte until now there
ere only ten. The number and quality of the achool buses

ere lmproving annuelly. All high school students ere
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transported now to Blanco, Aztec, Farmington, or Kirtland.
iany of the grede children ere riding the buses into the
larger schools.

in 1918 a County Board of Education wes orested to
handle the affeirs of the rursl districts. There are three
types of distriete in S8an Juan County: rural, municipel,
eénd 1lndependent-rural. The county superintendent has charge
of the eeven rural districte; Aztec and Farmington ere gepa-
rete municipal dietricts; end Xirtlsnd is the independent-
rural district.

From those meagre beginnings on the La Pleta,
farmington, and Aztec in 1880, the rollowiqg plcture hes
developed in the schools of the entire oouhty-by 1946:  en-
roliment, 2,579; velue of school preperty, $51b,980; numober

of teschers, elghty; number of schools, nineteen.
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