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:rhis tnesis describe� .. a process o.t° investigation of tne presump­

tions that structure tne attitudes and interactions in the field of arc�i­

tecture/planning. Arcnitecture/planning is described, in relation 

to defined criteria, as a system waich maintains academic and profes­

s ional hierarchies and which perpetuates itself and its self interests. 

The resulting detinitions of problems, solutions and roles within the 

field are directly linked to tne controlling social, political and 

e conomic interests tnat are tne status quo. Certain mechanisms direct 

a nd maintain tne activities of the field in the process of develop-

ment. For example, tne parameters or· tne low-income nousing problem 

have been traditionally der·ined by tne degree to wnich tney are approacc.­

a ble by toe expert, wnose role is defined as designing and solving 

problems for people ratner tnan facilitating the development of en­

vironments by people. PreBumptions tna t structure the de1'ini tions 

for the actors and activities in arcnitecture/planning are reflections 

of underlyin6 value systems. rhe position of objectivity whicn is 

utilized �o describe tnese value systems represents a basic value of 

s eparation, manirest in scientists• ability to separate tneir work 

from the social implications of ;nat work. 

The value placed on separation is part of a patriarchal value 

system, crea tea and maintained by and. for men. l'he male cul tu.re is rooted 

i n  false boundaries establishea by tne male impulse, the most central of 

whicn is tne false division 01· people - human beings into the Selves, 

the masculine stereotype, and tne Otners, the feminine stereotype. 

These artif'icial boundaries deny whole numan being and rationalize the 

controlling power o� men, maleness, over women, femaleness. All 
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