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INTR0IUCTJ0N 

�ramoas, a small village in mountainous northern New 

Mexico, is extremely well-preserved, both architecturally and 

culturally. This excellent state of preservation results from 

its isolated position. Trempas has retained the character of a 

Span-ish-11exican town of the nineteenth century, a rarity even in 

New .exico which has not yet been subjected to the massive indus

trialization found in other parts of the United States. 

Located along New Mexico State High ay 79, a difficult-to

travel dirt road, Trampas today is still •off the beaten path8 as 

indeed it alyays h&s been. This inaccessability is both fortunate 

and unfortunate. On the one hand, the arc�itecture of Trampas 

has been little altered because neither the influences to gener

ate a desire for change nor the money to effect it w£s available 

in  this farming hamlet. On the other hand, one can earn only a 

bare subs_stence in Trampas because of the sole reliance of the 

commun·ty on a mall agr rian eccncmy. The y0un� people f t�e 

town leave as soon as t�ey ;raduate from high school for the cit

ies where they can have the material conveniences that they des:_re. 

Beca�s� of it� isolated location, Tramp�8 �au not become, like so 

many hi�toric �ites in Ne Jexico, such as "Ole Town" in Jlbuquer

que, a terrible "tourist trap". 3oTiever� the di�ficulty of trav

ersing t�e �ountainous terrain around the village is also the 

reason for the ?aucity of written description� of it by travellers. 
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