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HSLIC News - LibGuides at University of New Mexico

HSLIC Welcomes Two New Faculty

by Ingrid Hendrix on February 1st, 2022 | 0 Comments

HSLIC is pleased to announce the addition of two new faculty to our team!  Alexis Ellsworth-

Kopowski and Lisa Acuff will be joining HSLIC in February - Alexis on February 1st and Lisa on

February 8th as our new Research and Education Libraians. Both faculty will be supporting the

educational and research missions of the HSC, with Lisa having a special focus on the graduate

programs in the College of Nursing and the Health Professions Programs and Alexis on the

BioMedical Sciences Graduate Program, postdoctoral students and support of the research

enterprise. 

Alexis Ellsworth-Kopkowski (she/her) received

her undergraduate degree in Public Health and Applied Indigenous Health Studies from Northern
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Lisa Acuff is excited to join the Health Sciences Library and Informatics Center (HSLIC) team and

looks forward to learning with, and from, the UNM Health Sciences Center!

Born and raised in Sidney, Ohio, she has also lived in the East (Washington D.C. metropolis) and in

the South (Alabama, Arkansas, Tennessee, Texas).   Lisa is especially excited to explore New Mexico

and establish roots in Albuquerque.

Lisa's previous experience includes multiple educational settings. She has instructed in universities

(University of Tennessee and Harding University), managed a school library, created community

library programs, directed the National Geographic Society's corporate learning program, and

coordinated the Smithsonian Institution's volunteer research program (National Postal Museum). In

her most recent position as Health Sciences Librarian at Harding University, she designed and

delivered systematic instruction within the University's Center for Health Sciences to support

research and learning. She especially enjoyed the interdisciplinary relationships and collaborations,

including her role on the interprofessional education (IPE) steering committee.

She completed Masters degrees in both Information Sciences (2006) and Public Health/Community

Health Education (2017); graduate assistantships and the ScienceLinks2 grant enhanced these

experiences. During her public health work, she created an evidence-based curriculum for community

health workers in Haiti and conducted -- and published -- primary research on the relationship

between diabetes duration and uncertainty among adults with type 1 diabetes.   

Lisa's research and professional interests include health literacy, instructional design,

interprofessional practice & education (IPP/IPE), reflective writing, people's lived experience with

chronic illness, and narrative research methods. They continue to evolve with local interests and

needs. Lisa enjoys nature, walking, letter writing, music & art, local coffee shops/cafes, and

connecting with family and friends. She loves birds, especially herons, and wonders what varieties she

might discover in New Mexico. Lisa is especially grateful for her spouse, family, and friends!
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