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Traditionally, to study topics like race and social justice, college students have been obligated to
declare their field of study in humanities or a social science like sociology or anthropology. But
now, thanks to The University of Mew Mexico Institute for the Study of “Race” and Social Justice,
graduate students from across the University are able to take a deeper look at those topics.

The UMM Board of Regents recently approved the “Race & Social Justice Interdisciplinary
Graduate Certificate,” a new 15-credit transcripted program designed to give students an
understanding of contemporary and historic racial inequality in the U.S. and around the world.

The institute’s Director, Nancy Lépez, said they've identified more than 70, already existing
courses at UNM that students will be able to choose from to fulfill the certificate requirements.
Those classes are currently housed in a variety of departments, like History, Communication and
Journalism, Sociology and many others. Lépez said it's that interdisciplinary approach that sets
this program apart.

"We are creating something that is going to allow for dialogue that may
not be able to take place when students are confined to meeting
requirements only in their specific degree program,” said Lopez, who also
co-founded the Institute for the Study of "Race” and Social Justice.

During the planning phase of this program, Lopez said they were unable
to find any other graduate certificate in the country that uses an
interdisciplinary approach to study both race and social justice.

"We thought this was an opportunity to standout among our peers and

Nancy Lopez, director
do something that actually combines both of these important ideas into a af UNM's Institute for

certificate that is interdisciplinary and intercollege,” Lopez said. "l don't the Study of "Race”
think we have anything like this in the country or here at UNM.” and Social Justice

To receive the certificate as part of their graduate education, students will need to take five
courses in all. The catch is that they will be forced to take them from at least four different
disciplines. For example, a sociology graduate student could take two of the five required
courses through the Sociology Department. The remaining three courses, however, would all
have to come from different departments, forcing the student to take an interdisciplinary look at
the subjects.

“Bringing together all of the insight from Psychology, Anthropology, Art History, American
Studies and Law can actually generate new knowledge and new ways of doing research and
developing policy,” Lopez said. “It's tremendously powerful to build on interdisciplinary
knowledge. It's not the case that any one discipline has all the answers. We need all of us
working together, harmoniously, to continue to make advancements.”

“We thought this was an opportunity to standout among our
peers... | don’t think we have anything like this in the country or
here at UNM.” -Nancy Lopez, director

The Institute for the Study of "Race” and Social Justice was established at UNM in 2008 as an
initiative within the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Center for Health Policy. Its mission is to
promote the establishment of empirical, theoretical and methodological clarity about "race” that
draws on cutting-edge thinking from multiple disciplines and diverse empirical traditions. To
support the work of the Institute you can donate via the UNM Foundation.

Since its conception, faculty within the Institute have participated in a number of working
groups to produce guidelines for researching race and held a National Institutes of Health
workshop that resulted in the book, Mapping “Race” Critical Approaches to Health Disparities
Research (2013), which looks at how race is conceptualized in health disparity research. But,
Lopez said she and other faculty didn't want to stop there.

"To only engage in research or publications that are building on interdisciplinary knowledge to
look at issues of race and social justice was not enough,” she said. “We felt that we also needed
to do something that was meaningful for the curriculum.”

So, in partnership with the Institute Advisory Board, many of whom are members of the UNM's
Diversity Council, the work to create the program began.

This Spring 2016 the “Race and Social Justice Interdisciplinary Insights Project” has been
meeting as a faculty collective to create a syllabus that advances interdisciplinary knowledge for
a new course on the subject.

So, in partnership with the Institute Advisory Board, many of whom are members of the UNM's
Diversity Council, the work to create the program began.

Today, Lopez said there are already more than 40 students interested and eligible for the
certificate program—a number she believes will continue to grow once they begin publicizing it.
They hope to have students enrolled in the program by Fall 2016 at the latest.

For more information on the Race & Social Justice Interdisciplinary Graduate Certificate, read
the Executive Summary or visit their website. To join the Institute listserve email: racei@unm.edu.

Their 2016 Interdisciplinary Institute Lecture Series will feature a talk by Dr. Nana Osei-Kofi on
Thursday, April 21, from 4 to 6 p.m. at the New Centennial Building Auditorium Room 1041 in the
College of Engineering. The lecture is entitled, “#FightRacism: Education for Social Justice.”
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