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THE REPUBLICfu
T 

PAl TY 

Al .... D EC01�0.i:·'il C DEV -'-'LOPI1iE- '1
1 

Iil TH.c.. SOUTH 

Charles L. Kennedy, B.A. 
De�artment of Political Science 

The Univer.si ty of ::ew i"lexico, 1968

iv 

The I>Ur.i}Ose of this study is to examine the relation 

between th2 grm"lth of the Rei)ublican �arty and the c:cgree of 

economic develo
.i..
-:ment in thre8 Southern states from 1950-196

"'

.

Basically, the a��roach consists of accumulating and com

£aring the data on a county by county basis to determine if 

a meaningful relation exists between the two variables. 

The South is i�troducea and the boundaries of this 

geogra.._-,hical e.'.'lti ty for th2 : ur_.o.::,e of thi.::i :i::,ai;)er are 

established. The ne�d for selecti1� cartain states as 

indic;,.to:.s is e; �.)laiucd and the m thod by which the thrt2 

?articular states wer selected is ex· lai�ed. 

The �ivotal ioint of the Southern olitical sy□ten, 

namely ruc2-r2latio_s, is examined. Certain conditio_s 

that a�?ear to have altered the traditional view of race

relations are examined. As the economic develo.._-·me_ t 0£ 

the regio11 is oi..e of these co_1di tion.s, the reasoJ. i· g for 

the subati tutioi1 of economic develo
l.
:rnent for race-:::-elatio�--is 

is presented. The �rogress that has �e�n maee in the field 

of economic develo�ment is further ex�lor�d. 

Several �revioua studies relative to �arty com

• eti tion and econoraic • evelo�:ment are .summ2.rized. 
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