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THE REPUBLICAL PAR%Y
AND ECOL,OiIC DEVIELOPMERT IV TEE SOUTH
Charles L. Kennedy, B.A.
Department of Political Science
The University of liew Mexico, 1968

The »urpose of this stucdy is to examine the relation
between the growth of the Republican party and the cdegree of
economic develoment in three Southern states from 1950-1962Z.
Basically, the approach consists of accumulating and com-
paring the data on a county by county basis to determine if
a meaningful relation exists between the two variables.

The South is introduced and the boundaries of this
geographical entity for the pur_ ose of this gaper are
establiéhed. The need for selecting certain states as
indicators is explained and the method by which the three
particular states were selected is explained.

The pivotal pmoint of the Southern golitical system,
namely race-relations, is examined. Certain conditiomns
that appear to have altered the traditional view of race-
relations are examined. As the economic develorment of
the region is one of these conditions, the reasoning for
the substitution of economic develogment for race-relations

is presented. The progress that has been

v

aacde in the field
of economic developgment is further explored.
Several previous studies relative to party com-

petition and economic development are summarized.
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