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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FIELD DEPENDENCE AND SELF-CONCEPT
IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILDREN

Celia Shore, M.A.

Department of Special Education
The University of New Mexico, 1973

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship between
field dependence (Witkin, et al., 1954, 1962) and academic self-concept.
The relationship between body concept and field dependence was further
examined. The sample was randomly selected from the sixth grade population
at a suburban New Mexico elementary school located in a predominantly
white middle class neighborhood with some Black and Mexican-American
children.

Subjects were administered the Short Form Test of Academic Aptitude,
the Group Embedded Figures Test, the Behovioral Q Sort, and the Draw-a-
Person Test which was scored with the Witkin Sophistication Scale. The
Group Embedded Figures Test was the measure of field dependence; the
Witkin Sophistication Scale waos used to measure body concept; and the
Behavioral Q Sort was the measure of academic self-concept.

Data were organized to test the relationship between the Group
Embedded Figures Test, the Behavioral Q Sort, the Short Form Test of Academic
Aptitude, and the Draw-a-Person Test. Product-moment correlations were

used to analyze the various relationships. In addition to analyses of the total

data, comparisons were also mode between the male and female groups.




The findings for the Group Embedded Figures Test and Behavioral Q
Sort did not support the specific hypothesis that a good academic self-concept
is positively related to field independence. This relationship was significant
for males, but not for females. Intelligence scores and field dependence
were significantly related for the total group and for males, but not for females.
The same pattern of correlations existed between intelligence and self-concept
and between body concept and field independence.

In summary, the results of this study indicate a significont relation-
ship between academic self-concept for elementary school males, but not for
females. The present study also supports Witkin's (1962) findings regarding a
significant relationship between 'sophistication~of-body-concept' and greater
differentiation in children. The results also indicate a very significant

relationship between general intelligence scores and field dependence.
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CHAPTER |

SURVEY OF THE LITERATURE

The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship between
self-concept and field dependence in elementary school children. Researchers
note that contemporary American schools tend to be either "traditional™ or
"modern" in their educational approach. The "modern orientation tries to
build on the child's curiosity and active initiative in the learning process,
while the "traditional" emphasizes factual information and specific skills
(Rappoport, 1972). Although there is a general consensus that we live in @
world of perpetual change, there is considerable controversy as to whether
most contemporary schools prepare their graduates to deal with our fluctuating
environment, Toffler (1970) stated,

For education the lesson is clear: its prime objective must be to
increcse the individual's 'cope-ability'~-the speed and economy
with which he can adapt to continual change. Tomorrow's
schools must therefore teach not merely data, but ways to
manipulate it (p., 403).
Future educators must promote an adaptive cognitive style. It appears that
the acquisition of know ledge is somewhat secondary to the development of

an optimal style to deal with that knowledge.

The key terms in the above quotation--odaptability and cope-ability--

were also used by Witkin (Witkin, Lewis, Hertzman, Machover, Meissner, and
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