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THE RELATIONSHIP BElYv'EEN FIELD DEPE DENCE AND SELF-CONCEPT 

IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILDREN 

Celia Shore, M.A. 
Department of Specio I Education 

The University of New Mexico, 1973 

The purpose of th is study wa:, to investigate the relationship between 

field dependence .(v\/itkin, et al., 1954, 1962) and academic self-concept. 

The relationship between body concept and field dependence was further 

examined. The sample was randomly sel cted from the sixth grade population 

at a suburban New Mexico elementary school located in a predominantly 

white middle class neighborhood with some Back and Mexican-American 

children. 

Subjects were administered the Short Form Test of Academic Aptitude, 

the Group Embedded Figures Test, the BehCNioraI Q Sort, and the Draw-a

Person Test which was scored with the Witkin Soph is ti cation Sea le. The 

Group Embedded Figures Test was the measure of fie Id dependence; the 

Witkin Sophistication Scale was used to measure body concept; and the 

Behavioral Q Sort was the measure of academic self-concept. 

Doto were organized to test the relationship between the Group 

Embedded Figures Test, the Behavior I Q Sor , the Short Form Test of Academic 

Aptitude, and the Drow-a-Person Test. Product-moment correlations were 

used to analyze the various relationships. In add it ion to analyses of the tota I 

data, comparisons were also mcxle between the male and fem a le groups. 



The findings for the Group Embedded Figures Test and Behavioral Q 

Sort did not support the specific hypothesis that a good academic se If-concept 

is positively related to field independence. This relationship was significant 

for males, but not for females. Inte I ligence scores and fie Id dependence 

were significantly related for the total group and for moles, but not for females. 

The some pattern of corre lotions existed befv.leen inte II igen�e and se If-concept 

and between body concept and field independence. 

In summary, the resu Its of thi tudy indicate o significant re lotion

ship between academic self-concept for elementary school males, but not for 

females. The present study also supports Witkin's (1962) findings regarding o 

s ignificont re lotionsh 1p between 1 soph 1sticotion-of-body-concept' and greater 

differentiation in children. The resu Its also indicate a very s ignifi cont 

relationship between general intelligence scores and fie fd dependence. 
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