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T

here’s a good likelihood that Donald Trump will
wish he’d never been elected president. As many
as three separate probes of his administration’s ties
to Russia and Russian interference in the election are
under way, and even Republicans are beginning to
see the emperor has no clothes.
Had Trump’s run for the White House been designed merely to burnish the Trump brand, and had
he lost, his status would have been elevated from
reality TV pitchman to political player. History would
have marched on, and the focus of attention would
have shifted from him to the Russians.
Instead, the full weight of the U.S. government’s
investigative apparatus — the “so-called” intelligence
community — is now squarely on Trump. He and
his minions and their questionable dealings with
the Putin regime are now under a microscope more
powerful than anything they have ever known.
Should anything come of the probes, Trump’s
presidency will be mortally wounded, if not ended.
Worse for him and his family, his brand will have
plummeted from that of gaudy hotelier to traitor.
Which is why Trump — an all-in kind of businessman — finds himself in the fight of his life — not just
to keep his job but to avoid becoming an American
pariah.
The short-term political forecast: Expect more media
bashing, fear-mongering, leak plugging and fanning
of his base’s phobia of immigrants — or just about
anything else that can distract the public until he can
find a way out of this mess. And that’s the scary part.
The fastest way to do that would be to go to war.
— Dan Vukelich, editor
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Motown:TheMusical

Popejoy Hall, 203 Cornell Drive, 277-8010,
Popejoypresents.com
Gracing the stage
of Popejoy Hall
for five nights only,
“Motown: The
Musical” is
guaranteed to charm
you. Watch the story
of Berry Gordy as
he’s wowed by
amazingly influential
Motown artists.

TUESDAY, MARCH 7

Ozobot Fun

4 pm, Free, Main Library (Downtown),
501 Copper NW, libevents.abqlibrary.org
This free event
teaches teens
ages 12-18 how
to program
robots through
drawing
patterns and
designs for the
robots to trace.
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Poetry and Beer

Free, Tractor Brewery-Wells Park, 4th St NW,
243-6752, getpowed.com
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F

eeling the need for artistic inspiration? Then
Sedona, Ariz., wants you. The second annual
Sedona Summer Colony is being organized June
28-Aug. 5. Artists, performers, content providers
and cultural managers are invited to apply to
participate in the full program or just part of it.
The idea: Mix with 124 other fellow creatives
from around the world and go home refreshed
and inspired to create. The cost of $65 a day
covers lodging on the Verde Valley School
campus, most meals and a workspace.
For more, visit sedonasummercolony.org

On the Cover:
Priscilla Parra rides home from school along Second
Street south of Coal Avenue Southwest, where a
massive water storage tank, trains, a truck terminal,
and an asphalt plant are among the sights.

CORRECTION
Because of an editing error, a Pulp News item in the
Feb. 8-14 issue contained the phrase “President Trump.”

Stop by Tractor Brewing to listen to local slam
poets. This is also an open-mic night, so if you’ve
been waiting to get on stage, now’s your chance.
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cartoons/letTERS
To the Editor:
[The Albuquerque Rapid Transit]
project needs to stop now. The federal
government is not going to give
New Mexico any money because of
its “Sanctuary City” status. This has
been a lie from the very start. This is
a way for the mayor to get in good
standings with Bradbury Stamm so
he will have work for his contracting
company when he leaves office.
		
— Richard
To the Editor:
I can say as a worker, La Montañita
is back on track. I feel good going
to work again. We have a hard road
ahead but it’s a road I am willing to
travel once again. The staff is very
much happier as a group. I know
because I see it everyday. I also don’t
cry when I come home from work
any more. And guess what, our
margins are making a come back, too.
No more cases and cases of wasted
produce. All I can say is I can see a
huge difference in sales and happy
customers from just two weeks ago.
The GM had to go.
		
— Jean
To the Editor:
Seems like much of the “ill will” is
because the co-op no longer wants
to pay Martha Whitman’s consulting
fees anymore. Interesting to hear the
word “corporate” used to insult the
board members who were overwhelmingly elected to steer the co-op
back towards its principles AWAY
from the corporate leanings of the
past year or so.
		
— Phil Grossblatt
To the Editor:
It seems to me that throwing insults
with no substance is quite in line with
the larger society these days. But that
is really sad. “Insane narcissists” is
really nasty, and not the way that
people should be behaving in a socalled “progressive” community.
I’ve been a member of the co-op
since 1978, except for the period
after I got a PhD when I went away
to teach. So I would consider myself
eligible for what appears to be the
litmus test of what it takes not to be
an insane narcissist, i.e., a person who
has been a member for a long time.
But here is the disclaimer – I don’t
want membership in that club
because cliques were what I left
behind in high school. If the Free
Press continues to publish these
kinds of defamatory articles, I will
not read it nor will I recommend it to
my friends. If the new board wants to
turn the co-op into an elite club, then
I don’t think that the staff I’ve talked
to have noticed that change.

On the contrary, the cashier I
talked to yesterday asked if I was
going to the board meeting. She was
smiling, couldn’t wait to go. On the
other hand, the previous goal was to
perpetuate an elite club for folks who
had money.
They could buy the organic food
with prices jacked up to pay excessive administrative salaries. Everyone
else, too bad. Poor Folk get the commercially grown food, because that’s
what they deserve and really they
don’t know the difference anyway.
To me, that’s a really racist stance to
take, and one that I hope now will go
away.
		
— Benay Blend
To the Editor:
Marijuana Derangement
Syndrome” (MDS) is a dangerous
shared delusional syndrome
commonly found among Republican
lawmakers, addictions specialists
and psychiatrists.
It is characterized by a lack of
critical thinking skills, fixed delusions
that “marijuana” is the root of all evil,
intolerance of scientific evidence and
a complete disregard for human life.
Ironically, the best treatment for MDS
is Medical Cannabis, which may induce neuroplasticity and finally allow
their brains to function properly.
		
— the Rev. Bryan Krumm
To the Editor:
Great Article! [January 25 issue]
The legalization of cannabis for recreational use is a separate issue from
safe and legal access to cannabis for
medical use. I would caution policy
makers against letting the debate surrounding legalization of cannabis for
recreational use obscure the science
and policy regarding the medical use
of cannabis.
Recreational use and medical use
have only the criminal justice system
in common. Any system of regulation
for recreational use should not be
built on the backs of current medical
cannabis laws.
		
— Jason Barker
To the Editor:
Michelle Garcia Holmes, I certainly
will take into consideration what I
have read when it comes to voting
in a new leader. I love the idea of
becoming 25th instead of 50th.
Everything you have said is exactly
what Albuquerque is in dire need of.
Thank you for your many years of
service with he Albuquerque Police
Department. God Bless and good
luck on your campaign.
		
— Jose Lara
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Minorities Charge Mayor’s Urban Plan is Racist
BY JOHNNY VIZCAINO | johnny@freeabq.com

T

he Berry administration has rolled
out a massive rewrite of Albuquerque’s comprehensive planning
document that some community
groups are charging is racist.
The new comprehensive plan
will control how and where future
development in the city will occur,
the maximum height of buildings,
the location of public parks and the
allowable proximity of industry to
residential areas.
Mayor Richard Berry says it’s a
much-needed rewrite of a patchwork
of decades-old development guidelines that has held the city back. The
plan, known as “ABC-Z,” was set
to go before the Albuquerque City
Council on March 6.
Critics, however, say that during
drafting of ABC-Z, the public discussion lacked a representative number
of minority voices, and they argue the
document will allow the continued
location of polluting industries in predominantly minority neighborhoods.
“For New Mexicans, being involved
in the decision-making of their land
and how their land is governed is
essential to who we are,” Bianca Encinias of the Historic Neighborhoods
Association told the City Council
during public comment last month.
“This process is really no different
than when we were a territory,” she
said.
Records of City Hall’s two-year
rollout of ABC-Z confirm few minorities were involved in shaping it. City
planners say that wasn’t from lack
of trying; minorities just didn’t turn
out at advertised public meetings or
respond to online polls offered in both
English and Spanish.

Missing voices

The city says that 1,700 people had
input at 80 in-person and online
outreach events. Of those, 1,115
people gave input on ABC-Z — 293 at
meetings at which demographic data
was captured and 822 through online
surveys in which demographic data
was requested. The remaining people
attended meetings at which demographic data wasn’t requested.
Although 60 percent of Albuquerque’s population is Hispanic, Native
American, Black, Asian or Pacific
Islander, in instances where demographic data was collected, 79 percent
of the input into the ABC-Z plan
came from whites. When planners

A man walks his son and daughter home from school along William Street at San Jose Avenue Southeast. Residents say
railroad locomotives, an asphalt plant and petroleum facilities in the San Jose neighborhood mean that air pollution is
part of their daily lives. Photo: Johnny Vizcaino

specifically sought out participation
by millennials and business owners,
those participants also tended to be
white, according to supporting data in
the ABC-Z plan.
“These numbers don’t represent that
diversity,” Encinias said.
Hispanics make up 49 percent of the
city’s population, but they made up
only 15 percent of the people who had
input into the plan who were identifiable by race or ethnicity.
City officials defended the outreach
they did on ABC-Z. They said notices
announcing meetings were printed
in English and Spanish and extra
meetings were held earlier this year
specifically seeking minority input.
A coalition of neighborhood advocates was going through the sign-in
sheets of public meetings on ABC-Z
to determine how many of those
who attended were city employees
or city contractors. They believe their
presence may have inflated the city’s
claimed attendance numbers.
“We have no evidence to show that
the input we have received from
thousands of participants has been

inaccurate, ineffective or demographically insensitive,” a spokesperson
for the Planning Department said in
response to questions from ABQ Free
Press Weekly.
The newspaper asked the Planning
Department why demographic data
wasn’t captured at all outreach events.
“The ABC-Z Project team did not ask
for or track demographic data from
any other events, which would have
been highly unusual for a planning
project,” the statement reads.
“Those who choose to participate
have the greatest opportunity to shape
the process and have their voices
heard,” the statement said.

Racism?

The ABC-Z plan encourages continued location of certain types of industry in neighborhoods where those
types of industry are already conducted — meaning that if a neighborhood
already is home to polluters, it will
be the likeliest candidate to get more,
said San Jose resident Steven Abeyta.
Abeyta said wording and maps in
the ABC-Z plan show that, under

ABC-Z, in the San Jose neighborhood,
straddling the railroad tracks south
of Barelas, “the only type of industry
that could be in this particular area
is most likely going to be gravel, tar,
asphalt-crushing — things like what
we got right now.”
“How is the plan going to protect us
when you’re going to keep bringing
the same industry to our neighborhood?” Abeyta asked.
He called the plan the product of
environmental racism. “What environmental racism looks like is when
businesses that pollute are located
in these particular neighborhoods in
disproportionate amounts.”
While City Hall may pay attention
to a potential nuisance business
elsewhere in the city, “in our neighborhoods it doesn’t matter what type
of a polluting industry wants to come
in, they’re going to get approved.”
In the last year, San Jose residents
successfully petitioned the EPA to
conduct a civil rights investigation
into how the Albuquerque-Bernalillo
County Air Quality Control Board has
allowed so much polluting industry to
cont. on page 6
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A Taste of North African Cuisine

URBAN PLAN, page 5

be concentrated in their predominantly minority neighborhood. That probe
is ongoing.
“The people making this plan, they
don’t live in San Jose,” Abeyta said.

BY STEVE “MO” FYE | food@freeabq.com

L

ibyan food has much in common with
other cuisines in the Mediterranean,
but takes many culinary cues from North
African neighbors. On the coast, the food
has some Italian influences.
In Morocco, a tagine is a clay cooking
vessel as well as the meal cooked in it. In
Libya, however, tagine simply means a
stew or casserole.
Stews often have far more vegetables
than meat; the meat is there more for
flavor than for protein. Strong flavors
from peppers, citrus and herbs balance
out the dishes.
Harissa is a garlic and chili pepper paste
used in many North African and Arabic
cuisines. Available at many specialty
shops, it is also easy to make at home.
It has an irresistible heat and blend of
flavors. There is a recipe for harissa at
libyanfood.blogspot.com, where I also
found the recipe I adapted to make this
Libyan stew.
My version uses a slow cooker after
the protein is browned, but the dish can
be finished in a tightly covered pot in
the oven.

Why hurry?

The city’s comprehensive plan has
been tweaked over the years, most recently in 2013. In 2001, it was amended to include corridors and centers,
but this is the first radical overhaul
since the late 1980s.
An expected four years of drafting
and public comment on ABC-Z has
been compressed into two years.
Community action groups complain
the plan is being rushed into law so as
to be in effect before Berry’s term ends
this fall.
“What’s the urgency?” Javier
Benavidez, executive director of the
Southwest Organizing Project, asked.
“Why is the mayor pushing this?”
Several groups have asked City Hall
to delay the plan’s implementation for
two years to allow “culturally significant” and demographically representative public input.
“It’s becoming top-down,” Encinias
said of the way Burqueños experience
their city. “It’s not a community who
are involved in the development of
their land.”

Steve “Mo” Fye is an Instructional Tech in the
Culinary Arts program at Central New Mexico
Community College and loves to research
new foods while tempting dishes simmer in
the kitchen.

Council reaction

At a City Council meeting on Jan.
4, councilors explored the extent of
public input into the plan. After the
low minority participation numbers
were revealed, Councilor Trudy Jones
echoed the Planning Department’s position: “If you don’t participate, how
can you complain?” she asked.
In response to other councilors’
questions regarding City Hall’s
outreach, Mykaela Renz-Whitmore, a
city planner, said, “As a community
planner, I am saddened by the lack of
diversity in our outreach results, but
we certainly were attempting to let
everybody participate.”
Nonetheless, she said she thought
highly of the input the project team
gathered. Had the meetings been
packed with participants on the basis
of their race or ethnicity, the events
“wouldn’t have been as effective,” she
said.
“We were really trying to reach the
people who are passionate in the community and engaged in the community around topics, rather than around
ethnicity,” Renz-Whitmore said.
Andrew Webb, policy analyst for
the City Council, also acknowledged
the low minority participation. “We

FOOD

Libyan Stew with Carrots and Olives

Ingredients:

Steve “Mo” Fye

3 tablespoons olive oil; 1 pound boneless veal, lamb or pork (if permitted by diet)
diced small; 3 tablespoons all-purpose flour (or cornstarch for gluten-free);
2 tablespoons kosher salt; 1 tablespoon ground black pepper; 2 quarts chicken,
beef or vegetable stock; 1 pound carrots, peeled and thinly sliced on a bias;
1/2 sweet onion, finely diced; 4 cloves garlic, minced;
1 tablespoon caraway seeds, toasted; 2 teaspoon coriander seeds, toasted;
2 tablespoons grated fresh ginger; 1 lemon zested and juiced; 1 tablespoon
ground cinnamon;
1 cup pitted green olives; 3 tablespoons finely chopped parsley plus more
as garnish;
2 tablespoons harissa plus more as garnish
Cut the protein in bite-sized pieces, season with salt and pepper and toss in
flour. Heat the oil in a Dutch oven or large skillet. Brown the meat and add
the onion, garlic and spices. Deglaze the pan with the stock, then place in a
slow cooker on low for several hours.
Half an hour before serving, remove the meat and turn the pot to high. Add
the carrots. The sauce will thicken and reduce. Return the meat to the pot,
add the olives and harissa then bring back to a simmer.
Serve over rice, pasta or other cooked grain. Garnish with a dollop of
harissa and finely chopped parsley.

From Fat to Fabulous: How to Live the Dream
BY E.S. ABRAMSON | AAAuthor@aol.com
Darlene Parra walks home with her daughters Priscilla, 10, and Deanna, 8, near the San Jose Park. Photo: Johnny Vizcaino

made it as easy as possible for people
to participate, but you can only do
so much,” he said. “It’s extremely
hard to get people interested in these
things, especially early in the process.”

History’s arc

The new master plan can do only
so much to remedy the historical
development of neighborhoods like
Barelas, San Jose and South Broadway,
which sprang up as bedroom communities for industrial workers working
nearby, Webb said.
“Over time, industries became less
and less compatible with those neighborhoods,” he said. “The city established zoning [policies] in the 1960s,
and the zoning sought to address
what was on the ground at the time.”

It would be practically impossible,
he said, for any city to use zoning to
outlaw industrial uses, no matter how
harmful. “The easiest thing, what can
be done,” he said, “[the city] can try to
encourage those land uses to change,
and the way to do that is typically to
add less noxious permissive uses to
those areas.”
City Councilor Pat Davis said he
believes Berry’s administration did a
better job of outreach for ABC-Z than
it did with the ART project, but added
there’s a difference between effective,
representative community input and
an administration merely “checking
the box” on community outreach.
“There’s no way to make everybody
happy, but [the ABC-Z project] has
gone a long way in modernizing and

simplifying this,” Davis said. “We
have to do a better job of outreach, period, when it comes to communities of
color and people who don’t read the
Albuquerque Journal and who don’t
have the freedom to come Downtown
on a Monday night for five hours to
sit in a city council meeting.”
Richard Moore, co-coordinator of
Los Jardines Institute, which works to
build sustainable communities, said
he’s managed to find the time and
effort to sit through hundreds of such
meetings, for his neighbors’ sake. “I
don’t know [whether] we’re going
backwards or we’re going forward,”
he told the City Council.
Johnny Vizcaino is a reporter for
ABQ Free Press Weekly.

I

have lost over 100 pounds, gone from a size 24W to a size 8
and have not cooked a meal in seven years. I have a sluggish
thyroid, do not have a spleen, take medication that causes
weight gain, had a slipped disk, and have bad knees that make
any form of exercise extremely difficult.
With the odds stacked against me, I succeeded. How did I
do it? I discovered the secret of having fun enjoying the foods
I love without gaining weight. All of my meals come from
restaurants.
Like most people, I tried every diet available. I failed on
every one of them because they were not fun. Today, I do
not count calories, carbohydrates, saturated fats, and do not
measure or weigh anything, practice portion control or do any
of the numerous things diets require one to do. I do not eat
fat-free, low-fat, or gluten-free foods nor foods packaged for
dieters.
Unlike other dining out columns, this one will be based strictly on the foods I eat to lose weight and keep it off.
Next column, I’ll begin writing about my picks at local restaurants, but for this week, I’ll leave you with some simple tips:

Don’t use ice

I discovered that when I drank coffee, hot tea, unsweetened
iced tea, or water, warm beverages made me feel full quicker and kept me feeling full longer.

Start with soup

My meals begin with sharing a bowl of soup with my
husband. I choose French onion, vegetable beef, turkey
vegetable, egg drop or all beef chili. I ask the waitperson
to ask the chef to prepare the French onion soup without
bread or croutons. You will not miss the bread and you will
get the great onion soup flavor. On chili, I ask them to leave
off the tortilla strips. Chowders and cream-based soups are
heavily laced with white flour, potato flour, or corn starch
to thicken them, products that cause you to gain weight.
The only non-clear soup I eat is broccoli cheese.

Add a salad

After the soup, my husband and I share a garden salad or a
spinach salad. We top it with Swiss or parmesan cheese and
bleu cheese dressing.
Disclaimer: The information in this article reflects
E.S. Abramson’s experiences and opinions and is
not intended to replace medical advice.
Before beginning this or any nutritional or
exercise program, consult with your physician.

All the best food news for
Albuquerque and beyond

The Feed

BY BENJAMIN WEBB
food@freeabq.com

Boxing Bear
Brewing Co.

is in the running to be one of USA
Today’s best brewpubs in America. A panel of brewing experts
selected 20 brewpubs from
across the country. The top 10 are
decided by reader vote at 10best.
com/awards/travel/best-brewpub-2017. Polls are open until
noon on March 13.
10200 Corrales Road NW

Taqueria Mexico

Immigrant-owned Taqueria
Mexico has been the victim of
vandalism three times in the last
month. In the spirit of the
Albuquerque City Council’s push
to be an immigrant-friendly city,
activists have asked for a show of
support at the taco stand during
lunches through March 5.
415 Lomas Blvd. NE

505 Food Fights

has announced the roster for a
special edition of their “Local
Chefs Battling … for Local Charities” event at the 29th National
Fiery Foods and Barbeque Show
in the Eagle Room at Sandia
Resort and Casino. The event, to
alleviate APS cafeteria debts, takes
place Saturday, March 4:
1 p.m.: David Sellers of Street
Food Institute vs. Fernando Ruiz
of Santacafé
3 p.m.: Christopher Cook of
Sister Bar vs. Rafael Zamora of
Vintage 423
5 p.m.: Carrie Eagle of of
Farm and Table vs. Josh Kennon
of Fork and Fig
30 Rainbow Rd. NE

THEATER/REVIEWS
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Cirque du Soleil’s Black
Widow Chats Training,
Down Time and Improvising
BY ASHLEY KURTZ | theater@freeabq.com

C

anadian theatrical
troupe Cirque du
Soleil has a history of
creating eye-popping
shows.
The Circus of the Sun
is the largest circus
in the world with 20
shows around the globe,
utilizing acrobats, live
music and a storyline to
bring the audience into
the show.
“OVO” (Portuguese
for egg) is starting the
second leg of its tour in
Rio Rancho, and is an
immersive experience
into the world of insects
and their lives. Alanna
Baker, who plays the role
of the Black Widow Spider, spent a few minutes
chatting with ABQ Free
Press Weekly.
What sort of training
do you need to become
a part of a show like
Cirque du Soleil?
Alanna Baker: I started
out in sports – acrobatics,
and gymnastics – and did
that all of my life; and
went to major competitions, world championships and European
championships, World Cup and then
got I talent scouted at a competition
and was basically brought onto
Cirque that way.
I’m assuming your schedule is pretty
intense?
We do training for four shows, and
we have one show on Wednesday,
one Thursday and one Friday and
then two on Saturday and Sunday.
Our shows can vary from seven to
10 shows, and the weeks we do 10
shows, we only have one day off.
What do you do to relax afterwards
and keep the show fresh for you?
Sleep is very important, and I make
sure to get at least eight hours a night,
and I work out every morning, so that
I’m awake and ready when I get to
training.

‘Heavy Meta’
BY BRADLEY T. SCHUMAN

CALLBOARD/Film
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Local Auditions in One Place

T

oy Soldier’s frontman Ron Gallo’s
second solo album, “Hevay Meta”
is filthy, thrashy psychedelia dipped
in acid Rock and Goddamn Roll
where even the ballads are full of
spaced out distortion and two turns
left of sane lyrics.
It’s Talking Heads meets Neil Young
sneaking in the back door for one
quick song meets alternate universe
Joplin and Hendrix.
It should be listened to in an
outdoor stadium under a haze of
smoke with pyrotechnics and frickin’
LASERS.

‘Get Out’
BY DAVID LYNCH

B

loody and hilarious, “Get Out”
paints themes of racial tension
and privilege in shades of neon when
many other films might settle for a
subtler palette.
But you don’t have to settle.
Do you want to turn your brain off
to a thoroughly satisfying thriller, or
engage with a movie on levels that are
incessantly thought-provoking?
Jordan Peele’s genius film allows
you to take your pick.

Screen
MALE
Open Ethnicity, 50-70 — Ruby
“Paperless”
March 4-5, Santa Fe
Send resume and headshot to
paperlessfilmcasting@gmail.com
Open ethnicity, 8-10 — Ben
“Pieces of a Dream”
Auditions in Santa Fe
Send headshot and resume to
srlomatthews@gmail.com
Caucasian, 30-35 — Henrie
“Pieces of a Dream”
Auditions in Santa Fe
Send headshot and resume to
srlomatthews@gmail.com
Open ethnicity, 18+ — Various
“Hyde Park”
Albuquerque/Santa Fe
Send resume and headshot to
nick@prestigiousfilms.com
PAID positions available
Open ethnicity, 40s— Franklin
Untitled sci-fi feature
Filming in March/April, 2017
Send resume and headshots to
JBReflectionFilms@gmail.com

Open ethnicity, 45-50 — George
“Paperless”
March 4-5, Santa Fe
Send resume and headshot to
paperlessfilmcasting@gmail.com
Hispanic, 45-50 — Brian
“Paperless”
March 4-5, Santa Fe
Send resume and headshot to
paperlessfilmcasting@gmail.com
Open ethnicity, 22-24 — Miles
“Paperless”
March 4-5, Santa Fe
Send resume and headshot to
paperlessfilmcasting@gmail.com

FEMALE
Caucasian, 30-35 — Marian
“Pieces of a Dream”
Auditions in Santa Fe
Send headshot and resume to
srlomatthews@gmail.com
Open Ethnicity, 50-70 — Ruby
“Paperless”
March 4-5, Santa Fe
Send resume and headshot to
paperlessfilmcasting@gmail.com

Caucasian, 18-25
“Alone On Earth”
Shoots in Albuquerque,
June 20-24
Send resume and headshot to
warheadfilms@yahoo.com
Open ethnicity, 18+ — Saloon
Madame
“Hyde Park”
Albuquerque/Santa Fe
Send resume and headshot to
nick@prestigiousfilms.com
Open ethnicity, 30s — Andrea
Untitled sci-fi feature
Filming in March/April, 2017
Send resume and headshots to
JBReflectionFilms@gmail.com

OPEN GENDER
Open ethnicity — Party Goers
“Alone On Earth”
Shoots in Albuquerque,
June 20-24
Send resume and headshot to
warheadfilms@yahoo.com

Photo: nicoletaionescu

Open ethnicity, all ages
People who look like they reside
in a small Texas town
“Midnight, Texas”
Must have valid ID
Visit lathamcasting.com
PAID

Caucasian, baby (1 year old)
“Alone On Earth”
Shoots in Albuquerque,
June 20-24
Send resume and headshot to
warheadfilms@yahoo.com
Open ethnicity, 20s-30s
Unique look
“Midnight, Texas”
Must have valid ID
Visit lathamcasting.com
PAID

Want your casting
or crew call
listed here?
Send an email to
callboard@freeabq.com

The 505’s Funniest Political News Show:
‘New Mexico Inquisition’

Photo: Courtesy of Cirque du Soleil

BY CHRISTA VALDEZ | christavaldez.com

For a newcomer like me, what do you
think someone should expect from
the show?
Expect the unexpected. Literally.
You’ll think you’ve seen something,
and then something else will happen.
What’s your favorite part of the
show?
That’s a really good question. I’m on
stage quite a lot of the time. So it’s nice,
I like to have fun and play the mysterious character because I’m the Black
Widow. I can express myself, and have
fun with it. You can improvise, as long
as you stick to the outline, and interpret it the way you want to interpret it.
Cirque du Soleil’s ‘OVO’
plays at the Santa Ana Star Center
in Rio Rancho from March 1-5.
For tickets or more information, visit
cirquedusoleil.com

‘The Fall of Lisa
Bellow’
BY LEX VOYTEK

S

usan Perabo’s novel, “The Fall
of Lisa Bellow,” was equally an
insightfully understated read and a
thrilling page-turner.
This was a beautifully executed
example of literary fiction, with a
well-thought-out plot and believable
themes. Perabo crafted characters that
stick with you through the day, even
after you put down the book.
Overall, this was one of the best
examples of literary fiction with a hint
of mystery that I have read in a long
time. I highly recommend this book
for anyone interested in either genre.

L

ead correspondent Sheridan Johnson describes Albuquerque-based
web series, “New Mexico Inquisition,”
as “trickle up politics.”
The serial political satire takes aim
at our many state woes, unleashing
sharp-tongued wit and everyman
logic to baffling scenarios that may
otherwise go unnoticed by the general
public.
When asked about just how “New
Mexico Inquisition” came to be,
Johnson said, “Basically two comedians and an actress walk into a bar ...
and decide to make a political satire
show.”
Partnered with videographers and
on-camera personalities Danger K
Varoz and Isaiah Yazzie, #NMINQ
hits the streets from Albuquerque
to Santa Fe asking the hard hitting,
sarcastic questions that illustrate the
importance of local politics in shaping

Courtesy ‘New Mexico Inquisition’

state and national policies.
Navajo comedian Yazzie recently
founded Rez City Improv & Comedy,
and has been performing for four
years. After attending The Second
City in Chicago, IL he has become an
advocate for improv, political, and
satirical humor.
Johnson is new to comedy, and to
journalism. For the past six years,
she’s been playing Shakespearean
men and women on stage, writing
plays about travel and love in the age

of social media, and trying to figure
out what kind of art she really wants
to create long term.
Varoz is the owner of Open Source
Comedy club in downtown Albuquerque, the producer of the Sketchy TV
channel on YouTube via Secret Boy
Films, an actor (represented by Mitchell & Associates Talent Group) and a
traveling stand-up comedian.
“I want to become a trusted source
of information for New Mexicans.
Like the ‘Daily Show’ did for the
country, I want to do the same for my
state,” Varoz said. “People are getting
screwed over left and right in our
state and the bad guys aren’t the petty
criminals.”
Johnson and Varoz’s shared main
objective is to get people to laugh and
to think. #NMINQ does indeed serve
up biting New Mexico news and comedy as spicy as the state’s green chile,

covering issues and local representatives who impact everything from
the protection of the state’s acequias,
corporate fleecing of our local retail
businesses, crooked land deals, the
Albuquerque Rapid Transit project
and a fiery governor’s love of pizza.
“Local politics isn’t glamorous. The
campaign rallies aren’t attended by
Katy Perry or even 3 Doors Down. But
that doesn’t mean they don’t matter,”
Johnson said.
New Mexico film expert Christa Valdez,
of OneHeadlightInk.com and
ChristaValdez.com, reports on movie
industry news for ABQ Free Press Weekly.
Find #NMINQ at
facebook.com/TheNMINQ
or on YouTube as
Open Source Comedy Network.

CANNABIS NEWS
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Recreational Bill Tabled in House
BY MELISSA WOOD | melissa@freeabq.com

H

ouse Bill 89, the Cannabis Revenue and
Freedom Act, has been tabled by the
house in a 9-1 vote.
The bill would have legalized recreational
marijuana for adults over 21, and laid
down rules on how the industry
would have been structured,
including designating 40
percent of tax revenue
from cannabis for
education.
Many members
of the committee
were not necessarily against
recreational
legalization, but
saw a problem with
the way legalization
would happen: medical
marijuana producers
would be the sole producers of
recreational marijuana until a recreational
board could be set up to begin licensing
new recreational-only producers.
Committee members said this would
give an unfair advantage to some, and

Strain Review
BY MELISSA WOOD

that creating an industry at the same time
the oversight for the industry is created is
irresponsible.
However, Bill sponsor Rep. Bill McCamley,
D-Mesilla Park, modeled the bill after Oregon’s recreational legalization program,
which let medical marijuana producers easily move to producing
recreational marijuana.
Patients needing marijuana as medication creates
a significantly different
industry than recreational
users. Oregon’s recreational market created a
virtual desert for patients.
Almost all medical marijuana producers reopened
as recreational storefronts
and changed the strains they
grew in order to satisfy a different
market entirely.
It is unclear whether committee members
have noted this issue.

Melissa Wood is a card-carrying medical
marijuana patient whose quality of life
has been greatly improved by its use.

Strain: Sour Chem
Dispensary: High Desert Relief
Testing: 7% THC, 11% CBD
Family: Hybrid
Genetics: Sour Diesel and Chem Dawg
Smell: Sweet musty with a diesel undertone

T

his week I did something I haven’t done in at least seven
years. I went hiking, and not just hiking – I decided to take
on a portion of the La Luz trail.
For someone who spent most weekends of my childhood
and teen years camping
and hiking all around New
Mexico, losing my ability
to hike was a devastating
blow.
In preparation for the
hike, I chose a CBD-heavy
strain with sativa-dominant genetics. I wanted
to be clear headed and awake, but to have the pain under
control. I chose one of my staples, “Sour Chem” from High
Desert relief.
While listed as a hybrid, this strain is still sativa dominant.
The cerebral effects and the body effects were both noticeable
and exactly what I needed to make it two and a half miles up
the trail. Next week, three miles.

CONTEST WINNERS
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Odes to Lost Rights Winners

T

he competition was small, but fierce, and in the end only three could be
triumphant. All three winners are receiving tickets to “Motown: The Musical.”

The winners of the Odes to Lost Rights poetry contest are:
1st Place – Kathleen McNerney
2nd Place – Peter Nardini
3rd Place – Expression of Life
BY KATHLEEN MCNERNEY

I. Take back the night

I once loved to walk in the park
it was peaceful, just after dark
but then I got mugged
I kept on with a shrug
but it never again was a lark.

II. Obamacare

I still have fairly good coverage
but absolutely no leverage
if congress keeps slashing
our teeth will be gnashing
and we’ll all be heading for cloverage.

III. Immigration

I have a great number of friends
whose stays here might come to their
ends
they have accents, you see
and don’t look just like me
and their fates are all up in the winds.
BY PETER NARDINI

Move Over
Verse
Get out money
let the people back in
what do we have to lose
(call)
with so much to
win (response)
Chorus
Move over money
and give me a seat
Move over
honey………. (three
part harmony)
there’s someone to meet
Verse
Any way you slice it
by race or by class
you know the feeling (call)
a swift kick in the ass
(response)
(Chorus)
Move over soldier,
and please simmer down
Move over suitman……… (three
part harmony)
You don’t own this town, No Sir!
Solos — (mando, bass, guitar)

Verse
You think you’re winning
but haven’t a clue
the worse things get for us (call)
the sooner we’re coming for you
(response)
Chorus
Move over mister,
and look at my face
Move over mister……… (three part
harmony)
Your last chance for grace
Ending (4 x)
one…last…chance…
for… grace…
BY EXPRESSION OF LIFE

Dem Bombs

I.
Obama’s bomb’s connected to
Kim Jong’s bomb
Kim Jong’s bomb’s connected to
a center in Yongbyon
Yongbyon’s connected to
uranium
the uranium goes into
Jong’s big bomb
North Korea’s got a beef with
the South Koreans
The North and South are connected
but the U.N. said they couldn’t be one
So the North was connected to
the Soviet Union
And the South is still connected to
the pentagon
the pentagon says our bomb
is better than Jong’s bomb
They say our bomb is connected
to
altruism
and Jong’s bomb’s connected
to
his egotism
so the U.S. uses food as a
weapon
while Jong threatens
Armageddon
and all the people are
disconnected from
imperium
II.
Ezekial’s in the
valley with the
live bombs
Ezekial’s in the
valley with the live bombs

dance
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BY SARA MACNEIL

D

ancing on a glacier may sound weird, but pioneers break conventional ways of thinking about performance by dancing in unusual
places all of the time.

Photos: Courtesy Donna Jewell

BY SARA MACNEIL

F

| saramac456@msn.com

our University of New Mexico dance students
are traveling to Austria this April to perform on a
glacier in the Alps.
Kellie Walsh, Andrea Lozano, Rocki Jian and Julie
Abeyta passed the audition for “Hannibal,” a $1.5
million production on the Rettenbach Glacier in the
Alps of Tyrol, Austria.
“It’s been one of my dreams to dance out of the
country. I’m super honored and excited,” Walsh
said. “It’s a big deal for our little dance department.”
She plans to network with other dancers across the
globe as one of many performers in “Hannibal.” She
and the other dancers will learn choreography inside
a ski lodge, and later, dance outside in the snow.
Tyrol’s tourism department hired Hubert Lepka,
director of Lawine Torren dance company, to produce a show that would highlight the mountain.
Lepka decided to tell the story of Hannibal, a
military commander who crossed the Alps in 218
B.C. with 60,000 soldiers and 37 elephants. Unlike

history, hang-gliders, fireworks,
motocross bikes, skiing, helicopters
and an avalanche eruption are all
part of the modern “Hannibal”
production.
The show has a cast of more than
500 performers. Its last run was
watched by 8,000 people. UNM
dance graduate student Kelsey
Paschich went to Austria to perform
in “Hannibal” in 2015.
“It’s unique to any other performance experience I’ve had because
it’s such a huge spectacle. It’s
incredible to dance on a mountain
as a stage with huge machines as
your backdrop,” Paschich said.
Donna Jewell, director of UNM’s dance department, started the “Hannibal” program for UNM
students in 2008, but has choreographed and

performed in Hannibal for 17 years.
Jewell chooses advanced dancers
with a high grade point average to
bring to Austria. She said dancers
must be prepared for a serious job.
“It’s important that I take people
who will represent UNM in the best
possible light,” she said.
For the first time, a UNM faculty
member, Vladimir Conde Reche, will
also perform in “Hannibal.”
The group will be in Austria from
April 13 to 27.
The four student dancers going
to Austria will also perform in ARS
LONGA at UNM’s Rodey Theater
this month. Show times are March 2,
3 and 4 at 7:30 p.m. and March 5 at 2 p.m.
Sara MacNeil is an ABQ Free Press Weekly
staff reporter.

1. In 1927, 10-year-old Mildred Unger danced the Charleston on
		 the wing of an airplane while it was flying 2,000 feet in the air.
2. Hollywood tap dancer Eleanor Powell danced in a giant pinball
		 machine for the film “Sensations of 1945.”
3. The 1933 film, “Footlight Parade” features a water ballet
		 choreographed by Busby Berkeley. Dancers synchronized in a
		 pool of glass walls and floors for good camera angles. The pool
		 filled the entire stage.
4. Anti-capitalist, flamenco, flash mob group Flo6x8
		 spontaneously broke out in dance inside banks around 		
		 Andalusia, Spain to protest economic inequality. The group
		 even performed in the Andalusian parliament, breaking out in
		 political song.
5. A video of inmates in a Cebu Detention Center in the
		 Philippines dancing Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” went viral
		 in 2007, inspiring other prisons to incorporate dance into their
		 exercise and rehab plans.
6. Postmodern choreographer Trisha Brown created the
		 performance “Man Walking Down the Side of a Building” in
		 1970. The performer walked down a New York building at a
		 90-degree angle, wearing a harness, for a study of common
		movement.
7. Dance collective Bandaloop uses new climbing technology in
		 their performances, dancing on skyscrapers, billboards, and
		 cliffs around the world.
8. “America’s Got Talent” contestant Uzeyer Novruzov balanced
		 on top of a free-standing ladder in 2015 for a dance routine
		 inspired by a Charlie Chaplin skit.
9. German choreographer Pina Bausch brought nature to the
		 stage. Bausch’s “The Rite of Spring” (1975) was performed on
		 a stage completely covered in soil, while dancers performed on
		 a theater floor covered in carnations in “Cravos” (1982).
10. The Judson Dance Theater, an experimental modern dance
		 collective, performed most of their work in the 1960s at
		 New York’s Judson Memorial Church, which they named their
		 group after.

THE HEIGHTS AREA
Palette Contemporary Art & Craft

7400 Montgomery Suite 22 - 855.7777 -palettecontemporary.
com - map
Opening Reception 5-8pm
Palette Contemporary Art and Craft presents European
Mid-Century Modern Art Glass. Colorful creations from the
likes of Sweden’s Per Olof-Strom’s curvaceous cased vase to
the bulbous, refractory bowl of the Czech Republic’s Jaroslav
Svoboda will be featured. Runs through April 6.

Weyrich Gallery

2935 D Louisiana Blvd. NE
- 883.7410 - weyrichgallery.
com - map
Artist Reception 5-8:30pm
Weyrich presents Honoring
Mother Earth II with new
work by artists Michael
Billie, Mixed Media Painting
and Jarrett West, Clay.
Michael Billie’s sister said
of these works, “This takes
me back to our elders, they
wrap what they valued and
what is sacred in a bundle
and kept it close for protection and guidance.” Jarrett
West combines architectural scale with his ceramic
skills and experience.
His larger works seem to
emerge from the earth,
rather than resting atop the
ground or the floor. Show
closes March 31.

OFFCenter Community
Arts Project
808 Park Ave, SW 247.1172 - offcenterarts.
org - map
Artist Reception 5-8pm
Focusing on a year of “Art
and Activism”, the gallery’s
first show is THE REFUGEE BLANKET PROJECT.
Artists created 9” x 9”
art panels using various
media. In acknowledging
the Safety Pin Project,
safety pins will assemble
the “blanket”. Come view
the amazing range of individual panels made by the
community of artists.
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Tax-hungry BernCo Commission Wants More
BY JOHNNY VIZCAINO
johnny@freeabq.com

B

OLD TOWN AREA
Yucca Art Gallery
On view at Albuquerque Photographers’ Gallery
206 1/2 San Felipe NW 247.8931 - yuccaartgallery.
com - map
Opening 5-8pm
In March Yucca Art Gallery will celebrate the onset of spring with a special exhibit by Featured
Artists Sally Bryant, Liz Roberts, and Linda Reyes-Alicea. Ms. Bryant is a watercolor painter, Ms.
Roberts is a ceramic artist, and Ms. Reyes-Alicea is a jeweler. Light refreshments.
Ghostwolf Gallery
2043 South Plaza St. NW - 246-9653 - ghostwolf.gallery - map
ARTScrawl 5-8pm
Join the gallery for an evening of art, warmth, and wellness. This month, welcome The Old Barrel
Tea Company and their delightful offerings. Come out and see all of the new work the artists have
to offer and enjoy a cup and some great conversation!

On view at Sumner & Dene

The Gallery ABQ
Hoffmantown, 8210 Menaul
Blvd. NE - 292.9333 - thegalleryabq.com - map
Reception 5-8 pm
Presenting City Tales with featured artists Andy Kozeliski, Photography and Jean Porter, Oil Painting. Refreshments. Show runs through March 31.
Announcing: Call for Artists for a Miniature Show in the Salon in May.

NOB HILL AREA
Matrix Fine Art
3812 Central Ave SE, Suite 100 A - 280.8659 - matrixfineart.com - map
Featured Artist’s Reception 5-8pm
Matrix presents Land Sky Inbetween. Richard Hample merges the real and unreal in photo collage
encaustic. Marc Sherson paints the light and landscape of southern Utah. Refreshments will be
served.
Inpost Artspace at Outpost
210 Yale Blvd. SE - 268.0044 - outpostspace.org - map

DOWNTOWN AREA
Tortuga Gallery
901 Edith Blvd. SE - 506-0820 - tortugagallery.org - map
Opening Reception 6-9pm
Tortuga presents Through Their Eyes: 12 Women Artists a collaborative exhibit of the Luna Project
including Ruth Cohen, Lauri Dickinson, Mary Dornacker, Cate Eaves, Nance Elsinger, Marta Light,
Joani Murphy, Margy O’Brien, Nancy Rutland, Phyllis Benia Salazar, Kris Thacher, and Alice Webb.
Concetta D Gallery
20 First Plaza NW - 243.5066 - concettadgallery.com - map
Spring Open House and Group Show 5-8pm
New works by gallery artists: Robert Kuester, Jeff Otis, Don Ward, Richard Nichols, Paul Cheng,
Michael Natale, Richard Sedlack, Andy Eccleshall, Grace Schlesier, Piao Xue Cheng, Anderson
Giles, Joseph Barbieri, Zhang Wen Xin, and others.
Sumner & Dene
517 Central NW - 842.1400 - sumnerdene.com - map
Reception 5-8pm
Sumner & Dene is honored to present the 2017 Figure Show featuring figurative work by Mark
Horst, Reg Loving, Angus Macpherson, David Snow, Phil Hulebak, Frank McCulloch, Ray Wiger,
and David Zaintz with special guest artist Santiago Perez. Perez is a painter of colorful and dramatic Surrealistic-fantasy paintings filled with his own imaginary world full of fantastic characters,
horses, creatures, and castles.
516 ARTS
516 Central Ave SW - 242.1445 - 516arts.org - map
ARTSCrawl 5-8pm
516 ARTS presents Paper Visions, a solo exhibition in the upstairs gallery by Karsten Creightney. Featured concurrently in the downstairs gallery is the UNM Graduate Art Exhibition juried by
Candice Hopkins titled, We are in mysterious contact with the powers besieging us, ready to call
forth a miracle.

Amapola Gallery
205 Romero St NW 242.4311 - amapolagallery.
com - map
ARTScrawl 5-8pm
Amapola presents Knots on
the Cutting Edge featuring
Sara Carley’s beautiful
cut paper and Marge
Farmer-Page’s interesting
macrame and fabulous
quilts.
Albuquerque Photographers’ Gallery
303 Romero St. NW,
Suite N208 - 244-9195 abqphotographersgallery.
com - map
The gallery is proud to
On view at Warren Fine Arts & Collectibles
announce a reception for
the newest gallery member,
Dwight Talley. He will make
a presentation on his deep space astro photography at 6:30. Light refreshments will be served.
Warren Fine Art & Collectibles
328 San Felipe St. NW, #2 - 243-1005 - galleryat400.com - map
ARTScrawl 5-8pm
The gallery is pleased to have award-winning watercolor artist Ana Sharma featured this month.
Her wonderful work shows off her great skill and artistic vision, both in watercolor and pen and ink.
In addition, the gallery’s tribute to Maxfield Parrish continues with a large exhibit of vintage prints
and rare books. Please come by for Champagne, Hors d’Oeuvres and door prizes!

Old Town Artful Saturday, March 18
Albuquerque Photographers’ Gallery
303 Romero St. NW, Suite N208 - 244-9195 - abqphotographersgallery.com - map
ARTful Saturday 3-5pm
Gallery member Kent Winchester will give an illustrated non-partisan talk on “Fine art photography
of the nude in the time of Donald Trump” at 4pm. Light refreshments.
Ghostwolf Gallery
2043 South Plaza St. NW - 246-9653 - ghostwolf.gallery - map
ARTFUL Saturday 1-4pm
Join the gallery for the opening of Women’s Work, an exhibit celebrating Women and Creativity. A
reception for the gallery’s guest artists will run from 2-4pm.
The Next Best Thing to Being There
1315 Mountain Rd NW - 433.3204 - beingthereabq.com - map
ARTful Saturday 1-6pm
The gallery presents a show of visual art works from Women’s co-ops in Turkey and Nepal and the
works of several local female artists. More information is available on the Women and Creativity
website: womenandcreativity.org.

BY DENNIS DOMRZALSKI | dennis@freeabq.com
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ernalillo County government’s
appetite for your money seems
insatiable.
Just two years ago, the Bernalillo
County Commission rifled taxpayers’ pockets by increasing the gross
receipts by $30 million.
Now, the county is at it again, looking for another $30 million of your
money in the form of another gross
receipts tax increase.
If the Bernalillo County Commis-

If the Bernalillo County
Commission approves
the latest request for a
three-sixteenths-of-a-cent
GRT increase, it would
send the rate in
Albuquerque to
7.5 percent
sion approves the latest request for
a three-sixteenths-of-a-cent GRT
increase, it would send the GRT rate
in Albuquerque to 7.5 percent – a
double-digit increase from 2010 when
it was 6.625 percent. That would
represent $140 million in tax increases levied within both the city and the
county since 2010.
Both the county’s overall spending
and its payroll have swelled dramatically since 2009.

The growth has occurred despite
the fact that the metro area’s economy and population have been stagnant. The area has yet to recover all
the jobs it lost during the recession,
and in the past few years it has seen a
net outmigration of people.
So why does the county need an

Money in the bank

In 2015, the Bernalillo County
Commission approved a twosixteenths-of-a-cent gross-receipts tax increase to fund
behavioral health programs.
You may recall the county
volunteered to do that after
the Albuquerque City Council
declined.
Each one-sixteenth brings
in about $10 million a year. So
what has the county done with
its behavioral health money?
Pretty much nothing.
Since July 1, 2016, the county
has collected $30.2 million
through that tax increase but
spent only $534,384 of it, with
no behavioral health program
yet set up.
Source: Bernalillo County

additional $30 million?
“Increases in expenses are outpacing revenue growth,” a county
cont. on page 16

ernalillo County taxpayers are staring down the barrel of their second
tax increase in two years, but you wouldn’t know it by talking to them.
Of 24 business owners, employees and patrons informally surveyed last
week, three had “some idea” of the potential increase. The remaining 21
had “no idea” that their taxes are about to go up.
ABQ Free Press Weekly spent nearly three hours on Feb. 24 walking the
sidewalks of Nob Hill to conduct its anecdotal survey. Some people we
talked to wrongly thought the tax increase we were describing was being
imposed on them to pay for Mayor Richard Berry’s Albuquerque Rapid
Transit project.
“I really don’t pay attention
to that kind of stuff,” said
‘Who is it taxing? Is it kind
Virginia, a cashier at the Nob
of nebulous? Is it for
Hill 7-Eleven. “It’s something
we pay anyway, whether we
travel [costs] for
want to or not. I kind of just go
commissioners?
What’s
with the flow.”
the money for?’
Virginia wasn’t the only one
feeling like she and her pock— Nob Hill retail manager
etbook were just along for the
ride. Amanda Vigil, a student at
UNM, said she feels powerless.
“I’m not really in a position to do anything about it,” Vigil said. “I kind of
feel like a guinea pig in my own society.”
It’s hard to say how you really feel about something like a gross receipts
tax increase when you’re unsure of who really benefits from it, she said.
“It’d be upsetting if it went to ART, because I’m not a fan,” Vigil said.
Diane Gutierrez, manager of the El Paso Import Co., did have some idea
of the proposed tax increase. “I don’t know the details, but I read about it,”
she said.
Gutierrez said where the money will go is fuzzy. “Who is it taxing? Is it
kind of nebulous?” she asked. “Is it for travel [costs] for commissioners?
What’s the money for?”
Like others, she thought the money
was going to the ART, which is
‘When you’re taxing the
a city project. “I don’t want it to go
hell out of people, they to that,” Gutierrez said, pointing to
have less and less
ART construction outside the store.
“What happened to the money
money to spend’
from the last hike?” Gutierrez
— antique mall manager
asked, referring to the $30 million
tax increase the county levied in
2015.
Tamara Mahboub, co-owner of Nob Hill Furniture — now having an
“everything must go sale,” thanks to its imminent closure, which its owners partly blame on ART — said most people don’t know what the gross
receipts tax is, how much it costs, or much less where the money goes.
“That’s more concerning than the tax,” she said. “There’s been times
where it’s gone up; there’s been times when it’s gone down. Unfortunately,
now it’s going back up, which doesn’t surprise me.”
Folks over at Town House Antique Mall weren’t surprised to hear that
their taxes might go up again.
“You listen to the news and everything, it keeps saying the city’s broke,
and of course it’s gonna go up,” said Carl Calanni, an independent clock
repairman, who believes that, ultimately, people won’t be able to afford the
luxury he and his colleagues provide.
“You can’t eat antiques,” said Sean Herrington, whose family owns the
store. “And when you’re taxing the hell out of people, they have less and
less money to spend, and that’s less and less money coming into the local
economy.”
Johnny Vizcaino is a reporter with ABQ Free Press Weekly.
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manager who asked not to be identified told ABQ Free Press Weekly.
“There are many unfunded mandates
that the county hasn’t done as it lives
within its recurring budget. State and
federal funding is steadily decreasing
[and] placing a greater burden on the
general fund.”
Some of those rising expenses
include healthcare and workers’
compensation insurance premiums,
maintenance for county buildings,
and replacing things such as computer software.
What will happen if the five-member commission doesn’t approve the
$30 million tax increase?
“Compromised service delivery
and high costs associated with maintenance and repair due to increased
damage resulting from extraordinary deferral of maintenance and
increased cost of goods and services
for the maintenance and or repair [of
those facilities],” the manager said.
Another thing is clear about the
proposed $30 million tax hike: Taxpayers really don’t have a say about
it. As it did in 2015, the County Commission can approve the increase
whether voters like it or not.

Clear as mud

The authority to raise taxes that
the county wants to use was granted by the Legislature when state
government began a 15-year phased
elimination of the GRT on food and
medicine in 2013.
To prevent counties that had
relied on those revenues from being
harmed, the Legislature gave them
the power – on their own say-so – to
incrementally increase GRT up to
three-sixteenths of a cent over a
period of years to keep their revenue
stream steady.

Rather than raise taxes
slowly, the County
Commission wants to use
all of its taxing authority
all at once
But rather than raise taxes slowly,
the County Commission wants to use
all of its taxing authority all at once.
That has Commissioner Wayne
Johnson, a Republican, crying foul.
Johnson said the county would be

getting a windfall by getting new
money while still getting what’s
called “hold harmless” money from
the state — a revenue stream that,
while dwindling, will continue for
13 more years.

$203.4 million
$208.9 million
$215.1 million
$229.5 million
$234.6 million
$237.3 million
$242.7 million
$252.9 million
$256.7 million

Source: Bernalillo County

County growth
Since 2009

General fund spending: up 21
percent, from $203.4 million
to $256.7 million this year.

Since 2011

Full-time workforce: up 9
percent, from 2,297 to 2,524
employees.
Source: Bernalillo County

Johnson said the county needs to
rein in its spending before hiking
taxes again.
“It’s just wrong [to raise taxes]. As
a small business owner, I can’t make
you buy more of my products if I
need more revenue,” Johnson said.
“But the county can make you pay.
That is fundamentally wrong.”
Commissioner Debbie O’Malley, a
Democrat, said she is leaning toward
approving the proposed tax hike.
With Democrats holding a 3-2 majority on the commission, it’s likely some
kind of increase will be approved.
“I’m leaning toward it,” O’Malley
said. “It will help a great deal to
know what will happen if we don’t
get the money. Will we have to lay
people off? Well, who and where?”
Dennis Domrzalski is an associate editor
at ABQ Free Press Weekly.
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Trump Watch

Lewis: If ART Doesn’t Work, Rip it Out

COMPILED BY ABQ FREE PRESS WEEKLY STAFF

BY DENNIS DOMRZALSKI | dennis@freeabq.com

USA! USA!

D

Or was it “Russia! Russia!”? At the
Conservative Political Action Conference Trump lovefest last week, two

BernCo’s budget
over time
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017

NEWS

an endorsement nor a political statement of any kind.” McIlroy, the No.
3-ranked player in the world, said he’s
been called a “fascist” and a “bigot”
for playing 18 holes on Feb. 19 with
Trump at Trump International Golf
Club, the New York Times reported.

Blowback

pranksters handed out 1,000 Russian flags imprinted with the word
“Trump” moments before Donald
Trump took the stage. “I asked people
if they wanted a Trump flag, and they
took it,” one of the pranksters told the
Huffington Post. “There were only
about five people who said, ‘Wait a
minute, this is the Russian flag.’”

Smoke and fire

Folks who believe the Russians have
something on Donald Trump say to
look no further than his continued
war of words against the
intelligence community and
his attempt to get the FBI to
deny they’re looking into,
well, anything. From the
Huffington Post: “CNN and
The Associated Press reported
that White House Chief of Staff
Reince Priebus had asked the
FBI to publicly dispute reports
that the president’s team had
communicated with Russian officials
throughout the 2016 presidential
campaign. FBI director James Comey
reportedly refused to comply with
the request because of the agency’s
ongoing investigation into Trump’s
associates and their potentially illegal
links to the Kremlin.”

Mulligan?

Golf star Rory McIlroy, who came
under fire for playing golf with
Donald Trump, said the game “wasn’t

On that point, the liberal New Republic magazine is being trashed on
the internet for a story positing that
Donald Trump exhibits the mental
instability that accompanies the tertiary stages of a sexually transmitted
disease. The website conservativetribune.com wrote, “If this isn’t the
height of the duplicitous left and their
own infectious Trump Derangement
Syndrome, then we had better buckle
in, because it will only get worse
from here.”

Russian love

A Russian coin company has manufactured commemorative coins honoring Donald Trump. His profile is on
the obverse and “In Trump We Trust”

appears on the reverse. The 5-inch
diameter, two-pound .999 sterling
silver coin’s maker wants to present
one to Trump.

Quandary

A debate is raging among psychiatrists about whether Donald Trump
is mentally ill and whether they
should speak up. The “Goldwater
Rule,” a section of the American
Psychiatric Code of Ethics, adopted
after the 1964 presidential campaign,
prohibits shrinks from discussing the
competency of people they haven’t
examined. Nonetheless, a change.org
online petition with signatures of
nearly 24,000 healthcare professionals
calls for Trump’s removal because he
“manifests a serious mental illness
that renders him psychologically
incapable of competently discharging
the duties of President.”

an Lewis says that if he’s elected
community policing and give resimayor, he will have one message
dents and the local policing councils a
for anyone looking to become Albureal voice in shaping policy at APD.
querque’s new chief of police: You
“With new police leadership, we
must be a reformer.
will get ahead of the reform process.
“I would say that if you think you
We believe in the reform process, and
are here for any other reason but to
we will lead it from the front and not
reform this department, if you think
be dragged along by the Department
you’re here for any other reason, then
of Justice and the courts,” Lewis said.
go now,” Lewis said as he discussed
“That’s not a characterization of the
his mayoral campaign. “I want a
DOJ or the courts, it’s a characterizaprofessional reformer. We must have
tion of APD leadership.”
reformers, people who are committed
Along with hiring more cops and
to reform in APD and in the mayor’s
a new chief, Lewis said he’ll work
office.”
with the city’s community policing
Lewis, a two-term city councilor
councils.
from the West Side who announced
“We want people to know that the
his mayoral candidacy in January,
ideas they are suggesting, that the
said his campaign will focus on three
feedback they are giving, is truly
issues: crime and public safety, the
shaping the policy and shaping the
economy, and education. He believes
procedures for the department,” Lewthe Albuquerque Public Schools
is said. “It’s not just, ‘Hey, we’re doing
should be broken up into three or four
this because the courts and the DOJ
smaller districts.
say we have to and that we’re just
Lewis said that if the Albuquerque
going through the motions.’ If we do
Rapid Transit project, which he voted
that, the public will be disappointed,
against, doesn’t perform as its boostand they’ll see right through it.”
ers claim it will, he’ll consider junking
it and returning Central Avenue to its
The economy
original traffic configuration.
Lewis said he’ll build on the city’s
But it’s crime, APD reform, and
budding innovation and entreprewhat he called a lack of leadership at
neurial culture. The one difference
City Hall that Lewis will pound away
between himself and other mayoral
at during the campaign.
candidates, he said, is that he has
“Our city is considered dangerous,
started and run
stagnant and failseveral businesses
ing,” he said. “We
and knows how to
‘I will introduce
are defined by
jobs.
criminals, by staglegislation that says if it create
“Three
or four
nant job growth
doesn’t
meet
the
metrics
years
ago,
we
and by failing
had three or four
of traffic flow and the
schools. I believe
accelerators, or
that we don’t
metrics of economic
incubators, to help
have to accept the
benefits to the corridor, entrepreneurs, and
unhealthy status
then we will have the
they weren’t talking
quo.
to each other. They
“The buck stops
ability to revert the
were jealous of each
at the mayor’s
road
back
to
its
original
other, and they
office. We need
configuration’
were in conflict,”
leadership in the
– mayoral candidate Dan Lewis
Lewis said. “Now
mayor’s office,
and we have to
we have about 25 of
stop any kind of
them. I will double
defensiveness
down on it. We will convene thought
and bunker mentality. What will I
leaders, we will attract talented peostop as mayor? I will stop the bunker
ple who are innovators and entreprementality.”
neurs, and then the capital will follow.
“Albuquerque is on the verge of
Crime and APD
some of the greatest companies we
Lewis, who said he was the first
will ever see in our country, and they
councilor to call for an investigation
will start in our city. But you have to
into APD, said he’ll hire a reformer
have an entrepreneur in the mayor’s
to run the department, get APD up
office, somebody who has actually
to at least 1,100 officers, reinstate
created jobs.”

Schools

The city won’t be able to reduce
crime or build its economy unless its
education system is fixed, Lewis said.
The way to do that, he said, is to break
up APS.
“We have one massive, failing
school district that encompasses every
part of our city, and we need a mayor
that not only recognizes that but will
say every single day that it needs to
change,” Lewis said. “We have to
take one large, massive, failing school
district and break into multiple,
accountable, transparent and smaller
school districts.”

ART

Lewis said he doesn’t like the ART
project and notes that he was one of
two councilors who voted against it.
He said that unlike other projects – the
I-25/Paseo del Norte interchange rebuild being one – that were based on
needs and demands of city residents,

ART isn’t needed.
“There is no dire need that we are
trying to fix,” Lewis said of ART. “It
did not come from the community
recognizing a dire need and going
to the city; it went the way of the
mayor’s office.”
Lewis said he’ll introduce legislation
that would require Central Avenue to
be returned to four lanes of vehicular
traffic if ART doesn’t do for the city
what its backers say it will.
“I have stood against this project
from the beginning, and ART will be
completed by the time the next mayor
takes office,” Lewis said. “But I will
introduce legislation that says if it
doesn’t meet the metrics of traffic flow
and the metrics of economic benefits
to the corridor, then we will have the
ability to revert the road back to its
original configuration.”
Dennis Domrzalski is an associate editor
at ABQ Free Press Weekly.
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What the Hell Was Going On
At the BernCo DA’s Office?

Writers, Poets Resist Trump,
Women’s Day Fete Set

BY DAN KLEIN

BY SAYRAH NAMASTÉ | sayrahn@hotmail.com

“H

ey boss,
I need a
raise. Never mind
that I am only doing
67 percent of the
work I used to do.”
Ridiculous, right?
Not if you’re
Bernalillo County
District Attorney Raul Torrez. He
recently testified before a legislative
committee that “crime is out of control
in Bernalillo County” and he needs
millions more to get a handle on it.
I agree that crime is out of control,
but throwing money at it isn’t the
answer. Getting the DA’s office’s
attorneys to do the work they used to
do is the answer.
Let me give you some numbers to try
to explain the unexplainable.
In 2008, the DA’s office prosecuted
7,135 DWI cases. In 2015, that number
dropped to 2,587. That’s 4,548 fewer
prosecutions than in 2008 — a 63
percent reduction in work!
The 2010 DA’s annual report showed
a budget of $16 million. That year,
with that budget, the office handled a
total of 29,365 cases (mostly felonies)
with a staff of 297 attorneys and
support personnel.
In 2014, the DA’s annual report
showed that the office handled 19,532
cases with a budget of $18,123,800.
That year, the office had a staff of 300
attorneys and support personnel.
Comparing 2010 to 2014, the office’s
workload went down — way down
— by slightly more than 33 percent!
During the same period, the office’s
budget went up by $2 million. They
kept the same number of attorneys
and support staff.
What has the DA’s office been doing
the past two years? Who knows? The
past DA, Kari Brandenburg, didn’t
compile annual reports for 2015 or
2016. Unless Torrez now does a public
audit, there is no way to know how
much or how little work the DA’s office
did during the past 24 months.
News media outlets have reported
that the number of cases and arrests
made by the Albuquerque Police Department for 2015 and 2016 continued
to spiral downward. Why is Torrez
asking for more money if his office has
dramatically smaller workload?
DA spokesman Adolfo Mendez told
me that the office’s current budget is

L

$18.7 million. That’s for 298 attorneys
and support staff. But the office
currently has 23 vacancies that must
remain vacant because of the budget,
Mendez said.
How is it that with thousands of
fewer cases, a greater budget and the
same staff numbers, there is a crisis
at the DA’s office — a crisis that only
more money will solve?
How is it that the budget is $2
million higher, the staff is the same
size, but the DA can’t fill 23 positions
because of the budget? Where did
Torrez come up with a $25 million
budget figure to “optimize” the
office’s effectiveness?

In 2008, the DA’s office
prosecuted 7,135 DWI
cases. In 2015, that
number dropped to 2,587.
That’s 4,548 fewer
prosecutions than in
2008 — a 63 percent
reduction in work!
This isn’t Torrez’s fault, but he cannot
ignore the disconnect either. Torrez or
the Office of the State Auditor must
investigate the office’s spending and
workload for 2015 and 2016 and tell
the public what the hell was going on.
Why were there no annual reports for
2015 and 2016? Why are they doing
less with more money and yet can’t fill
the same number of positions?
Money won’t solve the problems
at the DA’s office. It was caused by
mismanagement and incorrectly
interpreting orders from the New
Mexico Supreme Court. The cure is
smart management, accountability and
having the attorneys do the work they
used to do.
Torrez should be figuring out why
the office is doing far less with more
money, instead of asking for more.
If you asked your boss for a raise
while doing 30 percent less work,
you’d deservedly get a swift kick in the
ass out the door. We, the taxpayers,
are Torrez’s bosses, and all I can say is,
Raul, do a public audit, and fix your
office with the money you have.

Dan Klein is a retired Albuquerque police
sergeant. Reach him through Facebook.

Serving Albuquerque Homestyle
cooking for over 35 years
Locally owned and operated

Check In on Facebook and get a free cup of soup with your entree
Christy Mae's Restaurant
1400 San Pedro Dr. N.E.
Albuquerque, NM 87110
www.christymaes.com
Monday - Saturday 10:30am - 8pm Closed Sundays
Kids eat for $1.99 all day. (Includes drink)

ocals have been
speaking out in
a number of creative ways against
the policies of the
new administration
since Inauguration
Day.
The latest is
“Duke City Writers Resist,” which is
scheduled for 12:30-2 p.m. on Saturday, March 4, at the Albuquerque
Peace & Justice Center, 202 Harvard
Drive SE. The event is a poetry and
spoken-word reading to “protest the
current administration, inspire advocacy and raise awareness and funds for
organizations that will be ever more
vital in advocating for civil rights in
the coming months and years.”
Sip on lemonade, munch on baked
goods, and listen to local poets and
writers. Expected to participate are Albuquerque past-poet laureate Jessica
Helen Lopez along with New Mexico
Centennial Poet Levi Romero; the
current Albuquerque poet laureate,
Manuel Gonzalez, and his daughter;
Sarita Sol Gonzalez; plus Michelle
Otero, Mary Oishi and others.
The event is free, but any donations
will support local civil rights organizations. Find details by visiting Facebook
and searching on the keywords “Duke
City Writers Resist.”

inspired by the water protectors at
Standing Rock. A panel of indigenous
women engaged in the struggle to
protect land, air and water will speak
about their work and will deliver a call
to action.

Women’s Committee, which has been
organizing International Women’s
Day events annually in Albuquerque
ever since. This year, the celebration is
called “The Resistance Is Rising.” It was

Sayrah Namasté is an organizer with the
American Friends Service Committee in
Albuquerque. She writes about events
of interest to Albuquerque’s activist
community.

‘This year, the event is
focused on Standing
Rock and the connection
to New Mexico regarding
environmental racism’
— International Women’s Day organizer

Eleanor Chavez, a labor activist and
founding member of the March 8
Women’s Committee, explained that
the group started the annual event to
highlight women in the labor movement, because their stories are not
in history books but more often are
passed down orally.
“This year, the event is focused on
Standing Rock and the connection to
New Mexico regarding environmental
racism,” Chavez said. “We want to
bring light to the leadership role of
Native women fighting colonialism
and environmental racism, especially
in the era of Trump.”
“Native history always gets left out,
native struggles get left out, and here
we are replaying colonialism,” she
said.
Women’s Day
The celebration is scheduled for
International Women’s Day is
3:30-5:30 p.m. on Sunday, March 5, at
celebrated around the world on
AFSCME Council 18, 1202 Pennsylvania
March 8 every year to show respect
St. NE. Speakers
and appreciation
will include Leona
toward women for
The Women’s Day celebration is
Morgan, Hope
our social, political
3:30-5:30 p.m. on Sunday, March 5,
Alvarado, Kenia
and economic
at AFSCME Council 18,
Alonzo and Peachachievements.
1202 Pennsylvania St. NE
es Blackbird. For
Ironically, though,
more, call Eleanor
the United States
at (505) 401-4732
doesn’t celebrate it as prominently as
or
email:
eleanorchavez@gmail.com.
many other countries, even though it
Chavez urges, “Come out to get a
originated in New York City in 1909
deeper
understanding beyond what
through the efforts of the Socialist
you
hear
in the news and a deeper
Party of America in remembrance
understanding
of what is happening
of a strike the previous year by the
in
New
Mexico.
It’s a time for progresInternational Ladies Garment Worker’s
sives
to
come
together
who want to
Union.
know what is going on and want to
Thirty years ago, local women in
know what we can do.”
labor unions founded the March 8

CALENDAr
6 pm, American Legion Post 49,
11005 Central Ave NE, abqpost49.com

FRIDAY, MARCH 3

SCREENS

6 pm, Tortuga Gallery,
901 Edith Blvd SE, 506-0820,
tortugagallery.org

MARCH 1-5

National Fiery Foods Show

SUNDAY, MARCH 5

Sandia Grand Ballroom,
30 Rainbow Rd, 798-3990,
fieryfoodsshow.com

Diamond Dash Wedding Show
1 pm, Hyatt Regency Albuquerque,
330 Tijeras Ave NW

SATURDAY, MARCH 4
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Noon, Indian Motorcycle of
Albuquerque,
4509 Alameda Blvd NE, 508-2830,
indianmotorcycleabq.com

9
5

Wallaert Mud and Brewfest

2
3

7 pm, Corpus Arts, 123 7th St NW,
facebook.com/corpusartsabq

8
9

5:30 pm, Casa Rondeña Winery,
733 Chavez Rd, 344-5911,
casarondena.com

Corpus’s One Year
Anniversary Show

Puzzles on page 23
1
7

Professional Networking
& Wine Night

4 pm, Flix Brewhouse,
3236 La Orilla Rd NW,
flixbrewhouse.com/albuquerque

4
2

4 pm, Tractor Brewery-Wells Park,
4th St NW, 243-6752,
getplowed.com

7:30 pm, South Broadway Cultural
Center, 1025 Broadway Blvd SE,
848-1320,
cabq.gov/south-broadway-cultural-center

CC4NM St. Baldrick’s
Fundraiser
T

Charlie Milo

African Guitar Summit

9 am, Entrance area of Sprouts,
10701 Corrales Rd NW

S

5 pm, Tractor Brewing-Nob Hill,
118 Tulane Dr SE, 433-5654,
getplowed.com

6:30 pm, Effex, 420 Central Ave SW,
842-8870, effexabq.com

12:30 pm, La Cumbre Brewing,
3313 Girard Blvd NE, 872-0225,
lacumbrebrewing.com

E

Still Closed For Repairs — Solo

Hip Hop YogaZo Glow

Cask Ale Festival

Bosquitos Bird-watching
in Corrales

L

6 pm, Dialogue Brewing,
1501 1st St NW, 585-1501,
dialoguebrewing.com

7 pm, Tractor Brewery-Wells Park,
4th St NW, 243-6752, getplowed.com

9 am, Tingley Coliseum,
300 San Pedro Dr NE, 265-1791,
newmexicojuniorwrestling.com

Have something
to include in our
weekly calendar?
Send the details to
calendar@freeabq.com

11 am, Rio Bravo Brewing Co,
1912 2nd St NW, 900-3909,
riobravobrewing.com

T

Poetry and Beer

Greater Southwest National

T

Sinful Celebration

4 pm, Main Library (Downtown),
501 Copper NW,
abqlibrary.org/mainlibrary

O

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1

Ozobot Fun

B

Popejoy Hall, 203 Cornell Drive,
277-8010, popejoypresents.com

KiMo Theatre, 423 Central Ave NW,
768-3522, kimotickets.com

R

Motown: The Musical

John De Hoyos

Paul Hunton Live

5 pm, Sidetrack Brewing Co,
413 2nd St SW, 288-6468,
sidetrackbrewing.net

EVENTS

FRIDAY, MARCH 3

SATURDAY, MARCH 4

Eat, Drink, and Be Charitable

Coppélia

The Vortex Theatre,
2900 Carlisle Blvd NE, 247-8600,
vortexabq.org

8 pm, Sidewinders Bar,
8900 Central Ave SE, 554-2078,
sidewindersbar.net

8 pm, Tractor Brewery-Wells Park,
4th St NW, 243-6752, getplowed.com

MARCH 4-5

E

7:30 pm, African American Performing
Arts Center, 310 San Pedro Dr NE,
222-0778,
outpostspace.org/pages/performances

The Lady in Question

6 pm, Kiln It,
5740 Night Whisper Rd NW #290,
433-8969, kilnitnm.com

T

Eric Bibb

MARCH 3-5

Harry Potter Canvas Class

10 am, Juan Tabo Library,
3407 Juan Tabo NE, 291-6260,
abqlibrary.org/juantabo

T W A

7 pm, Marble Brewery,
111 Marble Ave NW, 243-2739,
marblebrewery.com

Albuquerque
Master Gardener Q&A

7:30 pm, Popejoy Hall,
203 Cornell Dr, 277-8010,
popejoypresents.com

H O

The Kevin Prater Band

Aliento: Jesús Muñoz
Flamenco, Red Note

Step Afrika!

E

8 pm, KiMo Theatre,
423 Central Ave NW, 768-3522,
kimotickets.com

8 pm, Tractor Brewery-Wells Park,
4th St NW, 243-6752, getplowed.com

MARCH 3-4

7:30 pm, South Broadway Cultural
Center, 1025 Broadway Blvd SE,
848-1320, sbccnm.org

National Hispanic Cultural Center,
1701 4th St SW, 246-2261,
nhccnm.org

TUESDAY, MARCH 7

Masters of Hawaiian Music

T

Monday Night Film Club

10:30 pm, Sidewinders Bar,
8900 Central Ave SE, 554-2078,
sidewindersbar.net

S

MONDAY, MARCH 6

Geoff Tate: The Whole Story
Acoustic Tour

Buy your tickets at galaforhope.brownpapertickets.com

NMGRA/IGRA
History in the Making

I

THURSDAY, MARCH 2

8 pm, Tractor Brewery-Wells Park,
4th St NW, 243-6752, getplowed.com

A

7 pm, Rio Bravo Brewing Co,
1912 2nd St NW,
riobravobrewing.com

First Friday Comedy Contest

O R

8:30 pm, Tractor Brewing-Nob Hill,
118 Tulane Dr SE, 433-5654,
getplowed.com

Saturday, March 4, 6 p.m.
Hotel Albuquerque at Old Towne,
800 Rio Grande Blvd. NW

W A

Movie Night

4 pm, Erna Fergusson Library,
3700 San Mateo NE, 888-8100,
abqlibrary.org/ernafergusson

64

Alex Maryol

Origami Club for Kids
and Teens

67

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1

2 pm, Taylor Ranch Library,
5700 Bogart NW, 897-8816,
abqlibrary.org/taylorranch

I

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1

A Good Yarn

T

3405 Central Ave SE, 255-1848,
guildcinema.com
March 1-2, Eight Days a Week — The
Vintage Beatles Concert Film
March 1-5 Kedi — Nine Lives:
Cats in Istanbul
March 3-5, I Am Not Your Negro
March 3-4, The Lure
March 4-5, Pan’s Labryinth
March 6-9, Freedom to Marry
March 6-9, Maya Angelou: And
Still I Rise

asa Esperanza is holding its third annual Gala for
Hope fundraising event this Saturday, March 4. The
night’s theme is Super Heroes, and guests are asked to
dress in either “Bruce Wayne Gala”-style black tie or in the
costume of their favorite superhero. The event will highlight the real superheroes of the evening, those battling
the life-threatening conditions the event is raising funds to
combat.

A

Guild Cinema

618 Central Ave SW, 764-8887,
launchpadrocks.com
March 2, The Holdup; Katastro;
The Riddims
March 3, B Side Players;
Merican Slang; DJ Positrax
March 4, Castle; Shoggoth;
Supergiant; Jagged Mouth
March 5, Lil Wyte; Statik G; Biskit;
Stevie Miles; Izzy Dunfore
March 7, Silent Planet; Hail the Sun;
Dayseeker; Ghost Key

C

7 pm, The Library Bar & Grill,
312 Central Ave, SW, 242-2992,
library-abq.com

K

MARCH 1-9

Launchpad

Electric Kitty Black Light
Painting

A

MARCH 2-7

7 pm, The Small Engine Gallery,
1413 4th St SW, (315) 657-0950,
thesmallenginegallery.com

R

120 Central Ave SW, 764-0249,
sunshinetheaterlive.com
March 1, The Sleights; Shrewd
March 3, Amped Owl Drive;
Self Contained
March 4, Memphis May Fire;
blessthefall; The Color Morale; Sylar;
Bad Seed Rising

418 Montezuma Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 466-5528,
jeancocteaucinema.com
March 1-2, Toni Erdmann
March 1, +1 to Mischief
March 1, The Autopsy of Jane Doe
March 2, Maya Angelou: And Still
I Rise
March 6, Lauria: When I’m an Angel
CD Relase

Opening: From Where We Were

S

Jean Cocteau Cinema

P

MARCH 1-6

Through Their Eyes

63

Depths of Hatred;
So This is Suffering

66

Sunshine Theater/Moonlight
Lounge

4 pm, Sidewinders Bar,
8900 Central Ave SE, 554-2078,
sidewindersbar.net

BY MELISSA WOOD

Thirsty Thursday

E

MARCH 1-4

TUESDAY, MARCH 7

Superhero Soiree

R

2823 2nd St NW, 344-9555,
lowspiritslive.com
March 3, Ian Moore; Kevin
Cummings Trio

8 am, Sandia Golf Club,
30 Rainbow Rd, 798-3990

E

Low Spirits

8 pm, Burt’s Tiki Lounge,
515 Central Ave NW, 992-4376,
facebook.com/BurtsTikiABQ

P

407 Central Ave SW, 242-4900,
sisterthebar.com
March 1, Archgoat; Valkyrja; Hellfire
Deathcult
March 3, Dead Meadow; The Flash
Hit; Holy Glories

NMTC Women in Technology
Celebration

A

Sister Bar

THURSDAY, MARCH 2

Gaby Fuentes; Regulus;
Tear Pressure

W O R

MARCH 1-3

SUNDAY, MARCH 5

62

SHOWS
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Weekend Getaway in Silver City

of the numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles come in three grades: easy, medium and difficult.

BY MORIAH CARTY

T

his time we’re doing an extended
weekend trip. There are many
routes to choose for this, but it doesn’t
matter, the unique beauty will be
there all the same.
The southwestern tour of New
Mexico will reveal a multitude of
options for any type of adventurer.
Head south on I-25 to exit 41, then
take NM-26 S all the way to US-180 W
in Deming. It’s just a quick hop onto
NM-61 N from there.
First stop, a little-known state park
in a remote area of New Mexico.

up, you can begin exploring.
For lengthy periods of time, it’s rock
after rock, boulder after boulder – a
maze, and then, when you reach the
edge, the vastness of the setting New
Mexico sun will meet you.
While there is still time, hit the Hydra trail. It is a beautiful 2-mile hike
that encircles part of the park. And,
because the trail builders knew the
area was so breathtaking, they built in
intermittent benches to let you sit and
take in the vistas.
After the sun sets, turn the lights off.
The light pollution
from Deming and
Silver City almost
doesn’t exist, so it
makes for a wonderful evening of
stargazing.
When morning
comes around, head
toward Silver City
on US-180 W for
breakfast or second
breakfast, however
you refer to it.

Photo: Courtesy of Silver City

Downtown
Silver City:
33.2 miles

Bullard St.,
Silver City
Silver City is a
college town, home
to Western New
Mexico University.
The relaxed energy
throughout the town
is marvelous.
Park at the south
end of Bullard Street.
All other photos: Moriah Carty Walking will get
you everywhere in
Albuquerque to City of
a matter of minutes, it’s that kind of
town.
Rocks State Park: 261 miles
For breakfast, I recommend Diane’s
326 New Mexico 61, Faywood
Bakery, but there are many options. If
I recommend staying overnight,
you planned your trip on a weekend,
or a few nights. It is the perfect base
then you’re sure to find some commucamp for Silver City forays and other
nity event going on.
adventures.
Locals sit and chat with store ownThe City of Rocks State Park is a
ers, college students rendezvous from
magical place. Driving up, the open
the evening before. It’s so charming,
graze lands begin to roll into hills,
it’s almost unbearable.
and it’s here the astounding state
Spend the morning, spend the day.
park makes its claim. Clusters of large
It
will all be worth it, no matter what
boulders sit silently.
you
do.
The boulders are misleading until
Later
in the afternoon, other options
you are at their base. While some towalso
open
up. The Silco Theater is a
er over you, others are conquerable.
quaint place to catch a film later, and
The camping spaces are interspersed
after that, you can head to the Little
in the large rocks. After camp is set
Toad Creek Brewery and Distillery.

Level: Difficult

Next up, one of the most
iconic places near Silver City,
the Gila Cliff Dwellings.

Fort Bayard Trail System:
53.7 miles

As you make your way to the trail
system, you’ll pass Fort Bayard. Head
north on Fort Bayard Road, make a
right on Camino Foresta and follow it
up to the Wagon Wheel Ruts trailhead. If you’re cycling, the trails are
all interlaced, but be sure to stop by
the local bike shop in town, Gila Hike
and Bike, to pick up some local tidbits
about the trails.
On that note, Silver City is a hub for
cycling. The area is home to the annual Gila Tour and the Tommyknocker,
not to mention the elaborate trails that
surround Silver City.
This particular trail system can
connect with the infamous Continental Divide Trail. In fact, the CDT is
accessible from many points throughout the area. It is estimated that 800
miles of the 3,100 miles of the CDT are
in New Mexico.
It’s truly a beautiful hike or ride

by Myles Mellor and Sally York

Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller grids of 3x3
squares. To solve the puzzle, each row, column and box must contain each of the numbers 1 to 9.

Gila Cliff Dwellings
National Monument:
40.5 miles

Follow the signage out
of town and drive north
on NM-15 until you can’t
anymore.
Drive through the Gila
National Forest to the wilderness area. The clear Gila
River is unmatched in New
Mexico. The cool water is
refreshing regardless of
time of year. The short hike
to the dwellings is full of
life. Canyon birds echo
as you make your many
stream crossings.
After you spend time on
a guided tour through the
dwellings, you have many
options. There are several
hot springs and hikes in the
Gila Wilderness area. Stop
by the visitor center for more
information.
The Gila Wilderness area is one
where much time should be enjoyed.
The varying landscape makes every
hike unique.
Eventually, it’s time to head on.
Drive back to Silver City, then make a
left on US-180 E/Silver Heights Blvd.

Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into
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either way. If you stay on the main
trail at the trailhead, you can take the
easy 2-mile hike to the Big Tree. At the
end, you will find one of the largest
junipers around.
Whatever you decide to do after the
Big Tree, be sure to stay on the trail
and leave no trace, and when you’re
done, hop in the car for another scenic
drive.

Silver City to Albuquerque:
230 miles
Back on US-180 E/Silver Heights
Blvd., then turn left onto NM-152 N.
After you get on NM-152 N, stop
by the Chino Mine Overlook. Many
of the surrounding towns, Silver City
included, thrived off mining. The
Chino Mine still mines copper today.
The earth opens below you, tinged by
the many chemicals and minerals.
Along the way home, the landscape
begins its New Mexico variations,
with sections of mountain passes
where flooding wreaked havoc and
small towns that thrive off the road.
Stay on NM-152 N until you hit I-25.
It is smooth sailing from there. It’s
another long drive, but well worth it.

Stops: Many; Miles: 618.4
Moriah Carty is an Albuquerque local
with a heavy sense of wanderlust.

Level: DIFFICULT

7
7
6

6

5

8
Solution on page 21

Across
1. Marine tunicate
6. Ruler until 1917
10. Sorcerer
14. Cover
15. Intoxicating
16. Bonanza finds
17. Indifference
20. Goes down
21. Embarkation
		location
22. Pronouncement
23. Middle Eastern tree
24. Large fruit
25. Villain
29. Ballad
30. Remote
31. Over ___
34. Fill the bill?
37. Sitting out the
		game
41. Grazing land, var.
42. S-curve
43. Unrivaled
44. Back
46. Like some angels
47. Feminist Lucy
50. Sour
53. Geosphere
By
Degrees
54. Ruhr
Valley city

55. ___ up
59. Warmth givers
62. Modeled
63. “Tobermory” writer
64. Midsection
65. Copycat
66. Duff
67. Emulate
		Demosthenes

28. DeLuise
29. Lixivium
31. Baby carrier?
32. Dug into
33. “___ Cried”
		 (1962 hit)
34. Form of ether
35. Unpopular spots
36. Accordingly
38. “Hardly!”
39. Jezebel’s idol
40. Wright wing
44. Defense against
		charges
45. Greek cheese
46. Pastry dough, var.
47. Pronunciation
		symbol
48. March
49. Gonzo
50. Apply butter
51. Anorak
52. Round trip?
55. Military award
56. Hipbones
57. Energy
58. Punta del ___,
		Uruguay
60. Medicinal amt.
61. Wee hour

DOWN
1. Thecae
2. ___ ferox
3. Bounce
4. ___ the bill
5. Volcano output
6. Literary alias
7. Traffic stopper
8. Bone cavities
9. Kind of flour
10. 60’s dance
11. Of a neighborhood
12. Bas-relief medium
13. Krupp Works city
18. Old weapon
19. Russian assembly
23. LP player
25. Yawp
26. Wings
27. Small boat

By Myles Mellor and Sally York

Answers on page 21

Level: DIFFICULT
1

2

3

4

5

6

14

7

8

9

10

15
18

19

20

21

22

23
26

27

31

32

33

37

38

39

41

42

43

48

34

35

36

56

57

58

29

30

47

13

24

28

44

12

16

17

25

11

45

40

46

49

50

53

51

52

54

55

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66
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