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CHAPTER 1
IHE PROBLEM AXD DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

In recent years there has been a feeling among some
oducators that the secondary sechool was falling to equip its
graduates with any practical training, either as a prepara-
tion for courses of higher learning or for professions, One
of the broad purposes of this study was to determine to what
degree the graduates of Fountain Iigh School, Fountain,
Coliviado, have been able to cope wiilli Lhie economic and soclal

conditionsg of l1ife.
I. TEE FPROBLEM

Statement of the problem. What is the occupational

status of graduates of Fountaln High 8chool, Founteln, Colo-
rado? HMNore specifically:
l. W%What per cent of the graduates attend institu~
tiona of higher learning?
What per cent find employment?
What occupations do they enter?

llow well did their high school training equip

them for thelr occupations?
Fhat influences Inelde and outslide sehool

gontribvuted to their selection of and







success in occupations?

6. How do their occupations compare in occupation-
al level with thelr fathers?

7. What are their suggestions for the improvement
of the high school curriculum,

Importance of the study. One of the recent criticlams
of the secondary school 1s that it gives a bLroad education
but does not prepare for a job; that It encourages its grad-
uates to look to professions but to look down on labor,
trades, and service occupations., 1t is claimed that the
gap between the secondary school and 1life experiences ls
growing wider and that the school 1s doing l1little to help
discover the pupil's charascteristics for work.

It 1s not the purpose of this study to offer remedles
for thls situation if 1t doss exist, but rather to see 1if
any supporting evidence caen be found in the field selected
for survey.

Perhaps the schools have paid too much attention to

the higher I.Q. group; perhaps they have looked too much to

the professlions and pald too little attention to the group
which must enter the service type jobs. Recent surveys of
poslitions filled by public employment agencles tend to show
less than two per cent of those placed by such agencles were

among the professional, commercial end financisl classifi-







cations,

If the son always followed the occupation of his
father sand the daughter that of her mother, a guldance pro-
gram for graduates could easily be followed, This, however,
is not the case. In a thirteen year follow-up study of 946
high school graduates Proctorl found that in America sons do
not tend to follow the same occupation as the fathers but
tend to gravitate toward the same occupational level,

It 1s becoming increasingly clear that each pupil
mist be treated as an indlividual with individual tendencies,
Qrahuez contends thats

“he schools irast duty toward its puplls 1s to learn

them rather than teach them, The old habit of treating
them as 1I' they were all alike and all planning to be
professional workers is positively lmmoral --- in a
truly democratic state each individual youth would be

helped to flnd and to prepare for the type of socially
desilrable work in which he could obtain the greatest

satlsfaction and success Irom the employment of his
own comblination of tralts and abilitics,

It may be that the secondary school 1s not fulfilliing
its mission because it lacks & clear conception of its ainms,
Whatever these may be, certainly they should malke provision

for college preparation and vocational guidance and prepara-

IW. ¥, Proctor, "Thirteen Year Follow=~Up of High
School Puplls”, Occupstions, 15: 306-10, January, 1937

o
“M, R, Trabue, *Bridging the Gap. PFrom 8chool Pays
to Work", Nations Schools, 20: 30, September, 1537.







tion for partielpation in & changing soclety.
Any study which can add to the Imowledge needed for
vocatlional guldance in the secondary school should be worth-

while,

%1lllamson and Dnrley3 conclude that "it 1s the duty

of counselors to attempt to redistribate occupational
cholces so that greater conformity exists between choices,
ocecupational trends, and abilitles and Iinterests”,

It 1s hoped this study may, to some extent, help to
determine whether & student's cholee in high sehool is a
good basis for vocational training for that student; the
importance of guildence in the selection of high school sube
Jects and the choosing of an occupation and the correlation
of high school training with occupational success,

in preparing a questionnaire to be sent to graduates
of Fountaln High School, Fountain, Colorado, the writer had
these questions in mind, To take care of the questions of

he adequacy of high school training snd that of outside

influcnce in securing positicns the followling guestions were
introduced: "Do you feel that your high school training has
helped you In securing employment?" and "How d1d you secure

your present position? (influence of relative, personal

®5. 0, Wil1famscn and 7. G, Darley, "Trends in the
Occupational Cholees of High School Seniors”, Journal of
Applled Psyochology, 19: 370, August, 1935,







application, or how)",

Hot unmindful of the growing stress btelng placed upon
the question of guldance, the writer inserted these gquestions:
"Did you choose your vocation while in high school?" and
"Were you influenced in your choice by any high sechool
teachert?"

Other questions were inserted relating to the relative
importance of extra-curricular activities; to whieh high
school subjects had proved most wvaluable; to subjects that
should have been taughty and to [inemcial success of the
¢raduate since lesaving school. <“he question, "What is, or
was, your father's occupation?” enabled a comparison to be
made between the occupational status of the graduates and
thelr fathers,

The questionnaire delibverately was made broad as it
was felt that all this information would help give a better
insight into the occupational status of high school gradua-

tes.

11. DELIMITATIONS

in this study only the graduates of one school, and
that a comparatively small one, are considered. lowever, it
is well representative of a large group of like schools

throughout the country.







This study has certalin linmitations among which may be
mentioned:

ihe use of the questionnalre method of securing data
whieh is cumbersome and partially unreliable. Nevertheless
it has been widely used and lack of other means necessltated
its use,

Another drawbeack has been that all the graduates of
the years considered could not be reached, Possibly another
woakness of the study 1s that it was made too soon after
graduation,

And, finally, 1t is difficult in a study of suech a
nature to obtaln any definite data of value,

111, DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

Institutions of higher learning. In this study

"institutlons of higher learning” will be taken to mean any
school attended by the graduate after completing high school,
“his will include commercial sehools anc special teolnical

classea,

Employment. The term "employment®™ will be used to

refer to any occupation from which a 1ivelthood, or partial
livelihood, is derived,
Jccupational level. fThroughout this study "occupa-

tional level™ will designate a classificstion according to







: ; 4 .
the Drussell revision of the Harr-Taussig scale which in-

cludes slx groupings according to the hierarchy of occupa-
tional Intelligence, The groups are classified as follows:
l. Group I, High professional and executive, in-
cluding engineers, editors, inventors, lawyers,
and doctors, This is the highest income group.

Group 11, Lower professional snd large business
group whieh includes accountants, bank officle
als, dentists, and teachers, This group 1is
Just slightly under group one and 1s about on
& financial par with it,

Group I1l, Technical, clerical, and supervisory
which 1ncludes stenographers, rallroad clerks,
building contractors, and master mechancis,

Group IV, This 1 the skilled tradesmen and low
clerical group, including smsll retall dealers,
sales clerks, litographers, and mechaniecs,
Slightly uigher native abllity and treining is
required for this group then the one following,

Group V, Semi-skilled worlmen, which ineludes
firemen, wmwetal finishers, and hospital attend-

42. S. Brussell, "A Revision of the Darr-Tauss
Scale of Upcupational intelligencc“, (unpublished Master's
thesis, University of Mimnesota Library, 1930)







ants., This group is just above the laborer
class and has a little morec native ability or
training

6« OGroup Vi, This last is the unskilled labvor
group which takes in the day laborers and farm
hands, FHeavy manual labor is done by this
group, though they may sometives Le found op=
erating certain types of machines,

IVv. SOURCES OF DATA

“he data for this investlgatlion were obtained Ly cone-
sulting the records of the Fountain Ilgh School, Fountain,
Colorado, A list of the graduates, and their addresses at
the time of graduation, were obtained for the years of 1920,
1951, 19335, 1936, 1937, and 19838, The principal and resi-
dents were able to supplement this list in some cases whore

addresses were known to be changed,

The actual informatlon concerning the gredustes was,

for the most part, obtained from returned questionnaires.
From seventy-one questiomnalres sent out there was a re-
turm of forty, while information on ten more graduates was

obtained through inguiry of friends and acquaintances.







V. HETHODS OF PROCEDURE

Fountain Iigh Schicol was selected for this study as
it 1s neither & rursal nor a c¢ity school and is representa-
tive of small high schools, 1t has an enrollment of 278
for grades one to twelve with 105 in grades nine to twelve,
Of the 275 enrollment there are thirty Spanish Amerlicans but
there were only two in the llst of seventy-one graduates to
whom questionnalires were sent and neither of these replied,

Fountain, Colorado, itself, 1s a small commnity of
six hundred population situasted in the heart of a falrly
rieh irrigated section, It 1s on highway 87 and only thire
teen mlles from Colorado Springs.

Paraming and ranching are the only industries. App-
roximately sixty-five por cent of the parents of the stud-
ents in Pountain ilgh School engage in these occupations
and 1t 1s estimated, but not verified, that sixty per cent
of ths parents own their homes,

The standard of living at Fountein is average,

¥hile there 1s no great wealth, neither 1s there any extreme

poverty.
ihe soclal 1life 1s contributed to by school and
church funetlons, dances and parties., Many teke advantage

of the movies, and other attractioms, at Coloradoc Springs,
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There is very little opportunity to find employment
et Fountain, The business section 1s mede up of seven file
iing stations, threc garages, two grocerlies, two cafes, one
blacksmith shop, one dellcatessan, end & post offlice,

The group of graduates to whom the questiomnaires
were malled had attended Fountaln School an average number.
of eight years,

It was planned to use only five clagses beginning

with 1629 and ending with 1957 and akipping a year bLetween

classes. The class of 1930 was included when it was learned
that of the twelve making up the class most were already
employed and could sasily be reached,

After obtaining the list of graduates from the of-
fice of the school a questiomnalire was malled to eséh. This
questionnalre was prepared after a study was made of many
other questionnaires dealling with similar surveys. These
were obtalned from theses and LY correspondences with others
who had made follow-up studies of graduates, When the ’
questionnalre was completed 1t was mailed to the Unifarsity
of liew Hexico where Doctors J, W. Diefendorf, 5, P, Hannaga,
and J. 7s Rold studied 1t and offered some criticlams, and
changes. In 1ts revigped form it was then mmiled to the
seventy-one graduates who totalled the classes already men-
tioned, A copy of the questionnalre and the accompanying'
lettor may be found in the appendix of this thesis.







Az 1t was not required for the graduate to sign his
or her name, each questlonnaire was numbered and a record of

the numbers and names was kept so that 1t =might be nown

who had not replied. In thls way follow-up cards ecould be

sent.

the questionnalres werec melled on December 6, 1939
and three weeks later the follow-up cards were mailed,
ihirty replles were received from the first inquiry and ten
from the follow=-up., As the replies were recelved the Ine-
formation was tabulated, together with the Information con-
cerning the ten which was obtained by personal inquiry and
interview, This gave a total of fifty of the seventy=-one,
or seventy and four-tenths per cent, It was fortunate that
go many of the greduates were living in Fountain and Colo-
rado Springs as these two places were within a short driving
distance and no doubt this ralsed the percentage of replies,







CHAFPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES

loward says: "Unfortunately there are few follow-up
studles of pupil and employment eonditions, a situation
wileh results in a serious deficlency in this essential in=-
formaticn“.s It 1s a known and wnfortunate faet that the
above statement is true, However, with the rather recent
rise in Importance of the gquestion of guldance, more atten=-
tion 1s now being given to follow=up stndies., It is reallz-
ed that an efficlent guldance program must depend, to some
extent, upon & thorough Imowledge of the vocational aptitudes
and cholees of high school graduates, although this study
will tend to show that "cholce" is not a £ood index of what
a student will do later.

The question of follow-up studles 1s not new; rather,

is the 1dea of making a practical application of the studies
new, Iifore and more high sehools are beginning to mske these
studies of the graduates & regular part of their routine.

%%, L, Roward, *What Bécomes of High School
Uraduates”, School Deard Journal, 95: 54, December, 1957.







In a study mede by Panke® of 14,569 graduates of
thirty-one Illinols high schools in commnitles with popu-
lations of less than 5,000 between 1870 and 1832, it was
found that:

l. When sex 1s neglected roughly two-thirds of the

graduates migrate from their home commanities,

2. During only three intervals did the proportion

of boys graduating become as much s two-ifths

of the total graduates,

The proportion droppsed to thirty-four and five-tenths
per cent betwesn 1800-1894 and thirty-eight and six tenths
per cent between 1820-1624 with an average for the entire
period of thirty-nine and five-tonths per cent, !He conclude
es that boys have dropped ocut because sehool did not inter-
est them and says "to the extent that this 18 true, the
curriculum of the past has not been as well sulted to them
a3 to 5irla”.7

Proctora made a thirteen year follow-up study of

school graduates and found that:

Srarold e Punke, "Migration of High Sehool Gradu-
ates" as Affected by Sex, Harriage, and Economie Conditions”
School and Society, 48: 833~8, Deeember 24, 1938,

"m1a., p. 836

BProotor, op. 6it,







14

1, High aptitude students fail to achieve scholas~-
tically because of lack of a definite voca-
tional goml,

2. In America sons do not tend to follow the same
occupation as their fathers but tend to gravi-
tate toward the same occupational level.

S« 'he soelal and economic status of an individual's
family have a bearing on the occupational rank
achiieved.

ihe studles made by William I, Howard,g Director of

“uldance, Logansport, Indiana, continued with the graduates
vho entered college, Iie made a follow-up study of 461
graduateos of Logansport High School for the years of 1935,
1936, 1937 and found that:

l. About twenty per cent attended college,

2., 8ex was about equally divided.

Ss The rallroads are not heavy employers of high
school graduates,

4. Hore boys than girls leave the city for work,

S. 4About ten per cent of the girls arec married

within two years after graduation.

gﬁ. L, Howard, "What Becomes of Migh School Crad-

uates?”, American Sehool Toard Joumal, ©5: 54, December,
1837,







t:ﬁrightmm making s Jollow-up study of the sredustes
of the 1834 class of elght Mimmeapolls Nizh sehools, found
s definlte relstionship Vetwern good high selhool marks and
the abllity to make satisfactory adjustments after leaving
schiool but admits thet other lfectors may have caused both.

Ee 3¢ Willlamson, Director of the Univerasity testing
Hureceu, snd J, O, Tarley, Research Asslstant, Employment
Stabilization Fesesrch Institute, University of ﬁ!imnota,u
from an analysiz of the trends in opcupational cholces of the
$29 to 18358 classaz of high school senlors in Minnesota cone
clude that 1t Is the dutly of counzelors %o attempt to re-

distritute ocoupastional chiolces so that greater conformity

existis hétxeﬁn gholces, occupational tronds, and abilities

and interests,

A survey of flve undred gradustes of one voeastlonal
andl one high schocl of San Antonlo wes made In Ceptesber,
1935 in an attmspt to Jeteynmine the oéoumtiml adeqascy
of the training offered, The results, s reported by Rahtl?

tended to ahows

105arvera 1, Wright, "Follow-up of 193¢ Orsdustes®,
Uscupstions, 15: 48«5, Cctober, 1536

Boo. git., pp. 361-70

125. Te *éaht, "Gecupations of Sen Antonlo's 18385

Sraduates™, Ogcupations, 15: 783-4, May, 1937,







ls A slight increase in employment and the number
attending ecollege and

2. lHore students securing skilled jobs.

Heseh™® made an occupational survey of £60 gradustes

of Parkers Prairie, Minnesota, covering the years of 1919

through 1834, His study tended to show that:

1, A larger proportion of sons than fathers are
found in the professional and semi-profess~
lonal g roups and that

2, 'The proportion of sons is also éreater than the

fathers in the unskilled laborer class,
14

Selvidge™™ made a follow-up study of the high school
gcraeduates of Crene, Missouri, Tuis 1s a typical diversified
farming area, Ils findings showed:
l. Hore graduates are now engaged in farming and
housekeeping than any other occupation,
£« Seventy-seven per cent of the graduates engaged
g farmers, toachers, merchants, and nurses had
their vocations planmned before leaving high

school; while only twenty-seven per cent of the

13z, u, Besch, "Occupations of CGradustes of a Small
High School®, Sghool Heview, 45: 447-51, June, 1937,

l‘Margnn Charles Selvidge, "Vocatlonsl and Education-
al Zurvey of High School Graduates of Crane, Missouri®
(unpublished Haster's thesis, University of Colorado, 1957)







housekeepers, c¢lerks, unskilled laborers, and
those unemployed had their vocations planned,

The early graduates found English, social studies
and mathematica most useful, later graduates
commercial and vocational subjects,

“he commerclal subjects were Indicated as most
useful to clerks, office workers, college stu-
dents, teachers, and merchant# while mathema-
tics was the most useful in more occupations
than any others.

Latin and geometry were considered least useful
by the early graduates; algebrs and social
atudlies by later graduates,

“he subjects most often desired and not offered
included home economics, shorthand, foreign
languages, and chemistry,

in a study of 406 graduates of Greeley High School,
Greeley, Colorado, between the years of 1916-1925, inclu=-

15

sive, Gilllesple found that:

l. Elghty-elght per cent of the 179 boys attended

college and thirty-six and seven~tenths per

1%paul smith G1llesple, "A Vocational Survey of the
vraduates of Oreeley ligh Sghool For the Ten Year Perlod,
1616-25", (unpublished Xester's thesis, University of
Colorado, 1929).







cent of these graduated,

Hinety-one per cent of the 227 girls attended
college and thirty per cent graduated,

Twenty-two per cent of the boys and fifty-one
per cent of the girls chose teaching as & pro-
fession,

Although Greeley 1a the center of an immense
agricultural area and the greater per cent of
the fathers wore farmers, only nine per cent
of the boys chose agriculture as a profession.

Host of the greduates sald they made their cholice
of a 1life career while in high school or dure
ing the first year of college.

Forty-seven per cent of the boys and thirty-four
per cent of the girls indicated that interest
influenced them in the eholice of a profession,

Thirty-threec per cent were not satisfled with
thelr work,

Cnly seven per cent sald that their teachere in-
fluenced them any in their ¢cholece,

Host of the graduates stated that 1f they wers
given a free reign they would now select sube
Jects proving of wvalue in everyday life.,

the great slump in farming end livestock ralsing







19

during this period and the fact that Oreeley 1s the home of
the Colorado State Teachers'! College no doubt contributed
toward the drift away from agriculture,

16

In 1933 Porter™ sent questiomnaires to 502 high

gchool graduates of three counties in Northwestern Colorado,
The graduates were selected far enough back for them to
have graduated from college, From the 195 returns he found
that:
1. Thirty-seven and eight-tenths per cent were un-
employed,

A greater percentage of the graduates were un-
employed than those normally employed through-
out the United States,

Twenty-three per cent were dissatisfied with
their occupations.

Pifty per cent said the depression had caused
them te alter their vocational plans,

Satlional interest was the largest fector govern=-
ing thelir cholece of a vocation,

Sixty per cent thought high schools do not ad-

equately prepare for college,

16

Robert A. Porter, "Vocations of Eigh School

iraduates in Three Counties of Northwestern Colorado®,
(Uﬂp?bllshﬁd Haster's thesls, University of Colorado,
130-







7« The subjects chosen &s most helpful Included
English, typewriting, algebra, eand bookkeeping
while history, Latin, Spanish, and French were

the least useful,

Goochlﬂ sent 1002 questionnaires to graduates of

Hain Avenue EHlgh Sghool, San Antonlo, Tex&s, and received
453 replies, These were graduates of the glasses between
the years of 1986-~188l1., Her findings showed that:

les 429 students were working in 74 occupations,

2. In securing positions graduates gave chief credit
to the influence of friends and placed the
school last,

119 desired s change,

English was the highest ranking subject.

Gnly 16 took work above high school.

The average number of positions held varied from
two and four-tenths held by the girls of the
1926 clasc to one and eight-tenths held by the
class of 1928, The range of average for the
boys was from two and six-tenths for the class
of 192€ to one and seven-tenths for the class

of 1929.

leulie Hatllda Gooch, "Occupations Eangaged in by the
Graduates of Main Avenue High School of San Antonio, Texas®,
(unpublished Master's thesis, University of Colorado, 1930).
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This review of follow-up studies reveals certain per=
facta:
l. Definite need of vocational guldance in high

school.

ihe sconomiec and social background has bearing

upon oecupational achievement,

Occupational cholces do not always
occupational sbilitles.

Sons do not tend to follow the occupations of
their fathers but do tend to be in the same
occupational level,

Teachers have littls influence on cecupational

cholces,

Commuercial subjects are favored by graduates,







CHAPTER III
TABULATION AND AHALYSIS OF DATA

Table I shows the distribution of replies to the
questionnaire that was addressed to the six classes includ-
ed In this study. There is a fairly even distribution of
the replies from the six classes., The total percentage of
returns 1s probably above average for questionnaire replies
but this cen be explained by the fact that the total was
Increased through personal interviews.

Table II shows the nuﬁber and percentage of the
greduetes who were married, Of the twenty-nine boys,
twenty were married, a per cent of sixty-nine, Of the
twenty-one girls, thirteen were married, or approximately
sixty-two per cent, This geve a total of thirty-three out
of fifty married, or sixty-six per cent.

The number of months elapsing after graduation before

graduates werc married had a range of one to ninety-six
glving an average per graduate of thirty, or two and one
half years.

Vocational courses were not introduced at Pountaln
Hlgh Sehool until 1837, There were only two boys and two
girls teking vocational courses in 1937 end three boys

and six girls for the two years, Of these, replies were
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recelved from three boys and three girls, MNone of these
pursued thelr vocational work in college, and none indlcated
that thelr vocational work was as good = preparation for
college as academices Only two of the boys and three of the
girls attended college, and one of the girls took commer-
ciasl work,

Table III shows that sixty per cent of the graduates
attended college, and of these, as shown in Table IV, app=-
roximately sixty-three per cent considered their high school
training adequate preparation for college.

In Table V are listed those who attended college and
the length of time attended according to classes, Comere

clal work taken after graduation was considered as college

work., The class of 1920 has the highest percéntuge of ate=

tendance and 1939 the lowest. The percentage of this last
clase is low partially because of the time of the survey.

Some have entered college sinee the questionnaire was re-

ceived and others plan to enter this fall.

Elghteen boys attended college a total of thirty-
elght years for an average of two and one=-ninth years and
twelve girls spent twenty-seven years for an average of two
and one-~fourth years, This gives a total of thirty grad-
uates attending sixty-five years for an average of two

years and two months, This average, howsver, 1s lowerod
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by the 1939 class whose total time iz not yet known,

In considering the occupational level of the grad-
uates, the married women were grouped sccording to thelr
occupations at the time of marriage. In Table VI the emw
ployed are grouped into six divisions corfnaponding to the
Drussell revision of the Barr-Tausslg scale, Those at

school and the unemployed are also listed, One girl married

while in college, therefore she was listed as at school.

A comparison of this table with the oceupational
level of the country according to the 1930 consus shows
Group I wi_t.h four per cent as compared with two and sixe
tenths for Group I in this level, Group II with sixteen
per cent also ranks above Group Il in this level which
shows scven and two-tenths per cent, Group III has twenty
per cent as compared with thirteen and eight-tenths per
cent for Group III in this ranking, Oroup IV in the census
lists only fammers while farmers are mmaod in Group V
in this table. fTherefore, Oroup IV and V of the table
would include Groups IV, V, and VI of the census., ihe
total for Croups IV and V in the tadble is thirty-two per
cent, while the total for Groups IV, V, and VI in the cen~
sus 1s rifty-three and seven-tenths per cent, The unskilled
labor group which is number ¥I in the table and number VII
in the census has & total of tenm per cent for the graduates







TABLE VI

OCCUPATIONAL LEVEL OF CRADUATES AT TIME
OF AXSVERING QUESTIOHNAIRE

Occupational Croup

1. 0Digh Professional
and Executive
Lawyer
Doctor
Total
11, Lower Professional
and Large BDusiness
Teacher
Misslonary
Bank Teller
Total
I1I,Technical, Clerical,
and Supervisory
Sales Clerk
Doolkkeeper
Stenographer
Contractor
Total
Skilled Tradesman
and low clericsal
Hurse
Orchestra member
Buslness
Printer
Salesman
Total
Somi-slktilled Worlimen
Waltresas
Farmer
Filling station att-
endant
Truck driver
U, S, Havy
Total
Vi. Unsixilled Labor
Domestic
Parm Laborer
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TABLE VI {Continued)

OCCUPATIONAL LEVEL OF GRADUATES AT TIME
OF ANSWERING QUESTIONRAIRE

Occupational Oroup

ﬁ.. P' A’.

Total
AT BCHOOL
UNBNMPLOYED
Total







and twenty-two and seven-tenths per cent for the census,
already mentioned, however, this per cent would be lowered
if the graduates of the 193¢ clase were not consldered.
This comparison shows the graduates ranking above
the country's occupational level in the first three groups,
including the high professional, the lower professicnal,
and large business, and the technieal, clerical, and super-
visory while they include a smaller per cent than the
country's occupational level in the last divisions, includ-
ing the skilled tradesmen, and low clerilcal, the semi-
skilled worlmen, and the unskilled labor and unemployed,

The number of occupations engaged in by the graduates

since leaving high sehool 1s ghown in Table VII. The mum~
ber of occupations renge from none for three to five for one,
Ten of the fifty gave no answer to this question, By mlti-
plying the number of oscupations by the mmber engaging and
dividing by forty-one, the total number of graduates, an
average occupation of one and seven-tenths per graduate wag
obtained, |

Tables VIII, IX, and X consider those who chose thelr
vocations while in high school, those who were influenced in
thelr choice by their high school training, and those who
were influenced by their teachers. In the replies these

questions were left blank by some and were considered as
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TADLE V1IX

PRESEET VOCATION AHD CiUOXICE 1N HIOHR 8CICO







TABIE IX

IRFLUENCE OF TRAIRING OR CHOICE OF VOCATION

T Ter
Inflaone Cent Influenced Cent

15,9 28 86.1
id.d 18 8L

16.‘0 L] 3600

D T T Ry R S IR B T I R S S A N T TRt







TADLE X

INPLUEECE OF TEACHER OF CHEOICE OF VOCATICH

: For Eat ﬁr

Influenced Cent Influenced Cent
oys 2 Ge9 27 83.1

Girls O 0,0 2l 100,0

4.0 48 96,0 .
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negative answers, The results tend to show that occupational
choices are more likely to come after graduation.

The answers to the question, "™What influenced you most
in choosing your vocation?" were very varied but the predomi-
nent answer was that they llked the particular vocation they
chose better than any other line of work, Second to this
influence was the financlal returns, Other answers included
influence of parents, just drifted into the work and that
there was nothling else to do, FPFifteen did not answer the
question at all,

Only thirty indicated how they secured their present
rogition and of this number eighteen stated they had secured
thelr positions Ly personal appllcation and ten Hy the in-
fluence of friends, The other two stated that employers
had sought them out,

Tavle XI tabulates thaknumher of gr&duatoi in busi-
ness and those owning homes, Though no definite confirma=-

tion could be aécurad, it 1s thought the percentage owning
thelr homes 1s lower tham that of the parents. Only a few
Indlcated they owned any other real estate.

Angvers to the question concerning number of months
of unemployment since gradustion showed there were fifteen
graduates who had been unemployed for a total of three hune
dred months, Yhe range of unemployment in months was one

to sixty. 7This gave an average of twenty months for each
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Por Cent Iin Duainess

Fer Cont Ownlng Home

#Thoge who 414 not answer elither way were
consldered as negative.
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of the unemployed and a six months average for each of the
total of fifty graduates. The average per year for the un-
employed was slx months and eighteen days for each of the
total graduates, These averages were computed for the ten
year period between 1920 and 1940,

The depregsion was the outstanding factor to which
their unemployment was attributed by the fifteen; one in-
dicated sickness; one weather conditions, and one laeck of
speclalized training.

The occupations of the fathers are not tabulated but
Table XII gives a comparison of the occupational level of
the graduates' vocational status as compared with that of
the fathers. The same scale was used in this comparison as
was used 1n-Table Vi. The graduates not attending sechool

were not considered,

The findings here did not eltogether agree with Proc~

tor'sl8

concluslon that sons tend to gravitate toward the
same océupational level as thelr fathers, HNo doubt the fact
that a majority of the fathers at Pountain are engaged 1in
the occupation of farming contributes toward this conflict.
From Table XIII it can be seen that only two per cent

of the graduates placed any importance in their high school

18Pr-oct.or, op. cit.







TABLE X1

YOCATIONAL STATUS OF GRADUATES COMPARED
®ITH PATHSR'S OCOUPATIONAL LEVEL
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training for alding them to secure a position,

Table XIV shows & distribution of those indicating they
were, or were not, engaged in work satisfactory to them as a
1life work, Fifteen did not answer this question and only the
answers were tabulated as indecision could be & factor here
in failure to answer,

Only a few who stated thelr work was unsetisfactory
indlicated the type of work they preferred, Several stated
they did not Inmow,

The types of extra-cyrricular activities engaged in
by the gradustes while in high sehool are listed in Table XV.
Basket ball ranked highest with twenty-two per cent of the
total cholicess It is interesting to note that dramatics, a
different type of activity, ranks third,

From Table XVI which tabulates the answers to the

question, "Do you think extra-curricular activities were
given too much, too little, or correct amount of stress?”,
1t would seenm that extra-curricular sctivities esre valued
highly by the graduates,

Almost all stated that the sdvantages of extra-curri-
cular activities are many. Oome of the advantages enumerat-
ed were frlendly association, increasing the abillty to make
friends, sportsmanship, health habits, broadening the educa-
tion, and profitable spending of leisure time.







TABLE X1V

RISTRIBUTION OF CRADUATEDS ENCAGED IN WORK
SATISPACTCRY TO THEM A5 A& LIVE WORK

Ho Total
Batis~ Tor Ter Yer

tactoa Kc;‘ Cent rzog C‘eat §e= Cent
BDaoys 21 80,8 6 18.,82 26 1000

Girls <) 66,7 S e 2 100.0

Total e7 7'7.1 &6 22,9 38 100.0







TABLE XV

TYPE OF EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES BEOGASTD IR
BY OGRADUATZIS

™ of sctivl

Papketball

Fy=

Dramatics

Slee Club
Debating
Stuadent Couneil
Urohestra
Library Club
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TABLE XVI

JUDGHENT OF ORADUATES ON ANOUNT OF TIME CIVEN T0
EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Muoh Littl t  Tota
Ter Tor ger '%c

r
o, Cent o, Cent o, Cent lio, g_ogt

2 Y1 1 3.6 85 80,3 28 100,0
4 81,0 O 0,0 15 79,0 19 100,0
€ 18,86 1 2,1 40 85,1 47 100,0







46

Twenty stated that extra-curricular activities had
been useful to them in thelr vogcation bDut only six named any
speciflic omne, Three named dramatics, two glee club, and one
debating.

Table AVII shows the graduates first, second, and
third choices of the hlgh school subjects that have bsen
most useful to them in their work., When these are ranked
on the basis of three points for first cholce, two points
for gsecond, and one point for third, typewriting heads the
list with fifty-two points and ls the first cholce with the
£irls and second with the boys., The commerclal subjects,
typewriting, business arithmetie, and bookkeeping take the
first three places,

Sub Jects such as geometry, algebra, and {orelgn
languages are placed far down in rank, It 18 interesting
to note that Latin is placed above geometry and algebra, :
Spanish, which 1s at the bottom of the list, would likely
be ranked above Iatin in sectlons of the countfy that are
in closer touch with the Spanish speaking people.

There 1s a close correlation bstween the gradustes!
cholces of most useful subjects and thelr choices of least
useful subjects,

Table XVIII lists the latter with the same basis of

renking as was used in Table XVII,






TALLE XVII

JUBJRCTS WAVING OREATRST VALUE -
JUDGHENT OF GRADUATSS

Typewriting
Business Arithmetic
Bookkeeping
Grammar

Tiome Loonomlos
English

flstory

Fublic Speaking
Ilatin

Jdeomolry

Algetra

Voc. Agriculture
Art 10,5
Spanish
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TADLE XVIII

SUBJECTS DAVING LUAST VALUE -
JUDGHANT OF GRADUATES

Pts, fank
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It will be seen that Spanish heads the list in
Table XVIII and 1s at the bottom in Table XVII. Typewriting,
tusiness arithmetic, bookkeeping, and grammar, the top rank-
Ing subjects in Table XVII, are not even mentioned in Table
XVIII,

In Table XIX are listed the subjects that should have
besn offered according to the Judgment of the graduates.

‘hese are ranked in order of choice, Hach subject was given

one cholee, There were, in fact, & total of ninety choices

from the graduates.

There is an inconsistency in the tadble inasmuch as
the nusber one in rank is more grammar, OGrammar hes always
been offered in the school, as has also spelling, the nur-
ber two in rank, but it was thought advisable to include
these in the table since they were given so much stress by
the graduates, Some of these subjects mentioned in the
table are now a part of the regular curriculum at Fountain
and wore belng offered when some of the graduates were in
school there, For this reason no great importance can be

attached to the results here.







TABLL XIX

SUBJECYS THAT DHOULD HAVE BEEN OPPEIED -
JUDGHLRY OF GRADUATES

B e e e e o e e e
Sub ject

More Cramsay
Hore Spelling
Shorthand
Dookkeeping

Home Economics

Vocatlonal Agriculture ¥
¥anual Training &
Yocatlional OSuldaveo <
Literature appreciation 1
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Hyglene o

Course 1in electricity 1
Home Hursing

Coaching - §
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CHAPTER IV
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

From & review of the dats presented in this survey

the following conclusions may be drawn,

1. High school graduates tend to marry soon after

leaving high school,
2. The majority of high school gradustes enter
college but average slightly over two years
in attendance, ‘
There has been & slight decrease in the per
cent of high school graduates from this
achool entering college during the depression,
Wore than one-third of the high school graduates
who attend college consider their high sc¢hool -
training inadequate preparation for college,
Those who take vocational work consider 1t as
&00od preparation for college as the acadenmie,
d1lgh school graduates do uot tend to follow
thelr father's oscupation but tend to find
& higher level,
figh school graduates tend to place more in the
upper occupational levels than the country
at large.







Boys place more in the high professional group

than do glrl graduates but alsoc have more in

the semi-skilled and unskilled group.

Craduates averaged approximeately two positions
held over the ten year period,

Less than one-third of high school graduastes
choose their vocation while in high school,
High school training has very little influence

on vogcatlional choices,

The influence of high school teachers on the
vocational cholces of the graduates is
neglligible,

Parents do not exert as much influence in the
vocational cholces of their children as do
outside Iinfluences,

High school graduates compare favorably with
thelr communities in the owning of their

homes .

sllghtly less than that of the nation as a
whole,

Graduates in this study do not feel that thelr
hlgh sehool training helped them in securing

a position.







lé. Extra=-curricular activities are well supvorted
and have a definite plece and value,
Graduates do not foel that sextra-curricular
activities have been given too mmch stress
and feel that they have 8 carry-over value
in the vocations,

17. High school graduates rate commerclal subjects

above acadenic,

These conclusions would seem to warrant a recom-~
nendation that the high school curriculum lay more stress
upon commerclal subjects of practical value, especlally to
those students who do not expect to attend college and that
subjects such as grammar and spelling be given more stress
for all studentsj that thoe teachers allow for more indivie
dual instruction and guldance; that they look upon the

papils as future citizens and correlate the subject matter

.with every day experiences, It would geem that high schools

could very profitably Introduce for &ll students a course
This study would show that the
pupils, themselves, have vory little occupational cholce
while in high school and that the determining of the
studenta' course of study must rest largely with the par-
ents and instructors, preferably in the freshman year,
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LETTER HMAILED WITE QUESTIONNAIRE

Route #2
Colorado Springs, Colorado
21938

Dear Gredunate:

I am making a survey of the occupational
status of the graduates of Fountain High School
over a period of ten years. I hope to use the in-
formation in the preparation of & thesis and also
hope that it will prove useful to administrators
in currieulum revision.

Your answer to the questions in the ene
closed questionnaire will assist in this work., I
shall greatly appreciete your cooperation and ex-
tend to you now my sincers thanks for your time and
trouble,

You need not sign your name and the in-
formation will be considered strictly confidential,

¥ay I have your prompt reply?

Very truly yours,

Je W.m
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QUESTIOHNNAIRS MAILED T0 GRADUATES

Please {11l ocut as sccurately as you can the following
questionnaire.

You need not sign your name if you do neot wish,

Married? Yes fo date? _.aumber of chlldren? _

b B %hat year did you graduate from Fountalin Iigh School?

2. Did you teke a voecational course? Yes Yo if so,

what subjects?

3« Have you attended ealiago? Yes o how long?

degree? Yes Heo «

4. was the vocational work teken in high school pursued
farther in college? Yes Ho .

Se If you attended college supply the information below,

School or college length of time course (acadenmic,
commere etce)

6., Would you séy that your vocational work in high sehool
was as good preparation for your college work az the
acaderic work (Inglish, Wathematics, language, and

sclence)? Yes Yo i

T Do you feel that your high school training adequately

prepared you for college? Yes o -
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%hat 1s your present occupation? salary?_

Please list below in order held, the positions you have
held or kind of work you have done sinde leaving high

school,

Year position length of time in salary

Did you choose your vocation while in high school?

Yes Xo o

Did your high school training influenee you in your

cholece of occupation? Yes Ho &

¥hat influenced you most in choosing your vocation?

How did you secure your present position? (influence

of relative, personal application, or how?

Were you Influenced In your cholce by any high school

tencher? Yes Ho »

Are you in business for yourself? Yes o

De you own your home? Yes o

approximate value?

How many months sinee graduation have you beoen unem=-

ployed?

To what would you attribute your unemployment?







What 1s, or was, your father's occupation?

Do you feel that your high school tralning has helped

you in securing employment? Yes No

Are you now engaged In the kind of work that is satis~

factory to you as & life work? Yes Ho If not,

what kind of work would you prefer

Are you engsged or have yocu been engaged In the occupa-
tion for whieh you trained in high school? Yes

Ho

Had no occupational training

In whet extra-curriculer activities did you engage in

high school?

Do you think extra-curricular activities were given

too much, too little, or correct emount of stress?

What advantages, if any, do you think mey be derived
by particlipating iIn them?

¥hich, if any, have been helpful to you in your voca=

tion?

What hlgh school subjects have been most useful to you

in your work? (list in order of importance)

¥hiech have proved least helpful?







%

¥hat subjects do you think should have been offered

that were not?

¥hat suggestions would you offer that might be used by

Foumtain High School in preparing its graduates for

yocationa?
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