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LITRODUCTION

PURPOSE OF THESIS

All colleges and universities in the United
are facing ideantical housing problems: available facilities are
not enough for the preseat college population of four million
persons, fHousing is provided for only one fourth of the total
muber of students. Aad, by the year 1970, this number will
increase to six millioa and will make necesgsary the addition
of a million and a half new units to the existing cnes,

It is a fact, also, that bousing is very important
o fulfilling educational zoles. The faxily and the home influence
and condition the behavior of the child during the early years
of his life, His university years will be of as much importance
in the formation of his character and personality as those
spent in his home., Aad his life in scheol and the fwmpulses
and signals that he receives in his college environment will
reaffirm or change the whole pattern of his bshavier and
thiaking,

£ ¥

The University of Mew Mexico is now in the same

situation as the rest of the institutions of higher education







: ia country. The percentase of housing provided is of
with a total earolliment of eleven thouwsand astudents,
ly one sixth of the students are able to be housed iwn the
£ available on canpus,.  The rest of the students
o do not have thei omas in Albuquerque, ara compelled
live in sub-standard apartments in an atmosphere non=conduckiv
gtudy. Thas tudents do net partlicipate tn most of che
liversity activities for the sluple reason that ‘they are not
yaically there, As a result, there is a noticeablie lack
) spirit de corpe.’
The Usiversity of tHew Mexico, according to its

susing policies, does not plan to increase the ratio of
tudents who live on cawpus to those who live off-campus,
but it will keep this ratio at the same 18%,

Li

Offering a blg contrast to this poor housing

colley, other universities lan the United States mailntain a

vatio of at least 50%. For example, the University cf'
Indiana provides housing for 727% of its student population,
ateprating married studeats and graduate students to the
its studeat commnity 1life.

Finaily, the 18% ratio includes only fresiuaen and
funiors, seniors and £ifth year s;aﬁents are

soplomoras.

1

ncourajed to live off-campus or simply denied a roonm in the
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be one of the reasons for choosing it as an

ideal

rgradua

ounded by the following s

he land is owned by the University, which would

location.

Also, it is within reasonable and logical walking distance

to the classrooms and it is easily accessible by car from

the Loop. The feeling

g that this location gives,

is

I

ot

one of boundary or edge as some of the other dormitory

locations on the campus. The student will

closer and more integrated to the rest of







ASIS OF DESIGH

A dormitory Ls an important cleneat in the
conpusitloa of a canpud, It is integrated to the other
buildings by its external appearance, its location, and its
identifyable and pleasing character.

I1ts external appearance deals with scale, color
and material. In an urban campus, where wmost of the buildings
are nigh and land is scarce, the dormitory will be planned
vertically to try to accomodate a large number of students
on a small piece of land. Usually, it is recommended, in
this case, a density of two hundred students per acre. But
in a sub=urbay campus, where there is enough land available
for horizontal expansion, single student housing ian low risc
bulldings of four stories as a maximum, and a density of
seveaty five to ninety students per acre, is reasonable
and acceptable.

The University of New Mexico campus belongs to
tha second type. The buildings are low rise and there is

leacy of open space, or space now being used by fraternity
aad sorority housing which can (and should) be replaced

by dormitories,







All the buildings on the UMM campus follow

a line of design which creates a uniformity that, im giving
unity becomes dull. The new undergraduate dormiteries will
provide the variation needed in the campus, within the
limitations of its present building policies, yet introducing
new materials, colors, and dimensions.

The integrated dormitory is not located in the
periphary of the campus as 1f it were the borderline
between student community and city life, The dormitorieé
chat are clustered among the classroom and recreation
buildings are in closer contact and participate more
actively in the life of the University than the ones that
are in edge locations, being such the case of Hokona Hall
antd Coxonado.

The integration of the dermitory to the rest of the
campus should occur without a loss of character and pleasant-
ness. The buildiag should not feel like an institution but it
should be brought down in scale to the student yet still be in
harmony with the rest of the caupus,

The student is a person, not a number lost in the
thousands that appear in the enrollment chart. The student needs
to feel his own individuality and feel it reflected in the

surroundings of his everyday iife., He has to find his place







in the mass of a system that to be efficient has to

confide in electyonic braing rather than i{n human ones,
lle has to fight to keep his idemntity in the anti-intel-
lectual atmosphere that is the result of a mass production
of higher education and housing.

The University caan provide for all of the
stuvdent needs without necessarily adopting the long
corridor and box system. The belief that this housing
system is more economical than the more convenient one
of smaller units combined, is erronecus and can be proven
so, (although there is not room for such a proof in this
report). A plan where several bedrooms share a common
space that can be used either for study or relaxatioa,
and a bathroom, allows more freedom and secure closer
relationship within the small group; thus, providing privacy
without being isolated. The faculty and the staff can give

more personal attention to each group, aud the student finds

himself part of a distinguishable group.

Another advantage of the use of combined small
units, is ite adaptability amd flexibility im the case of
expansion or change in the trend of men-women ratio, orx
rraduate=undergraduate ratio. It ls very hard, 1f not impossible,

to predict the future. And if it is true that estimates

of population ave done to have a8 basis for a master plan,







redictable changes.

collepre or univer:

fied when various situati







GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

Attention wust De paid to twe major types of
activities, when designing a dormitory: student activities
and staff activities, Both types of activities happen
simultaneously yet they are very distinct andhave different
needs, They are both important and so closely related
that it 18 impossible to think of one without involviag the
other.

Student activities are very intense at almost all
times, and could be separated in four major functions:
living, working, entertaining, and circulating.

Living:

This function includes all the activities that
every person performs to live., The basic unit for this
funcition is the student room, and wovean around it are the
many other spaces that service it. The room in which a
student pasges the important years of the formation of his
perzonality, should be bhuman in scale, should give him a
feeling of security and privacy, and should have a character
such as to make him feel part of his college community.

Bvery single element in the composition of the room will







have a great influence in the final result, such as: size,

furnishing, lighting, and counections with the outside

world., B8ince available space has to be used to its mawimuam,
it should be organized in such a way as to provide comfortable
sleeping, roomy storage, convenient study desk, dressing
facilities, and relaxation space without any waste.

Built-in furniture is advisable since it economizes
space, can be paid with the building loan, and is usually leas
damaged than common furniture. There is a minimum of furniture
that should be provided to each room, for example: a single
bed for each student, a single closet, storage for books and
luggage, and a desk and chair. Windows and doore, liehting,
color and floor and wall surfaces, and mechanical and electrical
equipment demand special attention in the planning of the
student room.

The services that complete the basic unit-student
room are the bathrooms, the laundry, and the dining room and
kitchen facilities. 1In the small unit tyve of plaa, each group
of bedrooms shares one bathroom. It can be, for instance, two
double bedrooms and two sinnle bedrooms using one bathroom,

In this way, the number of students using one bathroom is
snall., The traditional commnity bathroom, with its lack of
privacy and high cost of jaanitorial maintenance is aveided

and the student is provided with a much better system of







accomodations, High preveation of water damages (vapor, steam,

ete.,) Ls necessary.

The laundry room can serve a large group of students,
should be located in a centralized position, and equipped with
sashers and dryers, usually coin-operated ones, Other facilities
should also be provided, like sinks for hand-washing, space
for dripe-drying, and a room for ironing (and sewing in women's
dormitories).

The dining room and kitchen facilities serve the basic
unit-student room, but since they are also closely related to
the staff, they will be discussed in the chapter pertaining to
staff activities.

Working:

There is no doubt about the importance of an
appropriate and comfortable space for individual study. Usually,
small rooms or carrels in a bigger one should be provided, where
the student can be alone or with oune or two students. These
vooms should be devoted to one activity at the time, have
pood lighting, provide enough freedom to wear comfortable
clothes or smoke, be protected from outside noises or any kind
of disturbances caused by people and machines, have comfortable
sitting space, adequate desks and bookshelves, access to
reference materials, and individual control over temperature

and ventilation. These vequiremente can be casily satisfied







in the student room itself; but there are many cases in which

a student might want to type until late or study while his
roommate sleeps. Then, additional spaces are needed outside the
room, usually to satlisfy the needs of 10% to 20% of the capacity
of the dormitory,

Besides the independent study facilities, which include
the student room and the special study rooms and individual cacrels
there are other facilities that should be provided for the better
satisfaction of the fuaction of working. Space should be provided
for tutorial classes in colleges where many courses are taught
in large groups with one lecturer; or when it is necessary
to supplemeat or substitute a course with series of informal
talks and discussions. These tutorials and seminar rooms can
also be used for meetings, and in the case of wore formal lectures
that would possibly gather a large audience, the combination
of several of them will provide for conference rooms,

Another kind of space that is necessary, is small
lounges where studente can talk to advisors and counselors
without being disturbed,

It is noticeable in most dormitories a very serious
lack of intellectual atmosphere, especially due to the absence
of books, magazines, and periodicals. Students would increase
in much their cultural and academic level if they were provided

with a browsing amd reference library that could function as a







branch of the main library and that could include display

and exhibit space,
Eutertaining:

Many students live almost all the year, in the dormitory.
They do not omly work and study in it, but they also relax; adequate
gpaces for recreation and informal social use should then be
provided. These spaces should be located in a position where they
will not bother with noise and movement, those who are studying
in their rooms. Some of these activities, like T.V, watching, music
listening, and couversation, do not agree with each other; therefore,
che spaces should be carefully planned so they will not interfere
among themselves., They should be accessible from the student rooms
and from the lobby if open to the publiec, and should fit in the
circulation pattern.

Besides the lounge with its main function of receiving
and entertaining pareats and visitors, the music listening and TV
rooms, and the outdoor vecreation patio, a space for other activities
such as cards, ping-pong, informal get~-togethers and dancing, should
be provided and furnished with a kitchenette.

Circulating:

A good circulation network will connect all parts oif the
building, trying to aveid as much as possible, the excessive use
of valuable floor area which results in a high mainteunqce cost

and a loss of attractiveness and safety, Corridors should be reduco







to a ndnimum and together with stairs, they should be provided

witlh fire safety requirements, and enougin light, and freed from
obstacles that might interfere witn an efficient clrculation,
Fire safety provisions usually require enclosed stair wells and
panic hardware on doors., State and city codes will be checked
for these purposes.

There is certain standard equipment that is located in
circulation areas, such as: drinking fountains, telephone booths,
fire safety equipment, bulletin boards, trash collectors, and
ashtrays.

Another important element in a well planned circulation
system ig the entrance or lobby. In the suite type of plan, Lhere
should be a main lobby with its information desk, communications
systems, waiting areas, mail delivery and telephone booths. Besides,
each suite should have an independent entrance, that would be much

more private than the main lobb,-






STAFF ACTIVITIES

SERVICE AND HOUSEKEEPING AREAS

The director's suite can be located in one of the units
cleser to the academic campus, and for privacy, in a pent-house,
The student counselor can occupy a single room in a regular suite.
The administrative offices should be located near the main lobby,
either in each unit or one office servicing a group of units.
The communications center should also be located in the lobby
or very close to it.

Ocher staff spaces besides the administrative ones,
are the maid's rooms; room, bathroom and kitchenette, that can be
distributed at a rate of one every four units. It is very possible
that a maid or housekeeper will be needed living-in, so it ig
necessary to provide sufficient accomodations for such a case.
The janitor's closets, for storage of equipment and supplies,
should be located in every floorx, in hallways, and in thelounge,
The student also needs storage for tyunks, boxes and suitcases.
A room for this kind of bulk storage should be located in the basement.
A laundry room for storage and dispersion of linen and storage
for the maid's mipplies should be located in each building.

A trash collection room with chutes from points accessible by






staff and occasionally students, is very convenient., The trash

can then be incinerated or taken somewhere else for disposal.
It is desirable to plan easy access for trucks, and automatic

sprinklers (both in chutes and room), floor drains and faucets.=-







SPACE RIQUIREMENTS

LIVING (MEN)

Student TooM.........118 min-156 max sq. f£t, per student,

» BEOTERE L0 DOBREconsisasaslbvasworsennvs i an, e kL

Bathroom,..sevsesass 18 min-36max sq. ft. per student.
LAVALOT Y. cessscnssnseneess 1 £fOr two students.

JMater closet.csssesssessss 1 fOr three students.
Urinals....ccccecavsssssss 1 for three students.
JMEXTOTB. i caveisseansssansss L for each student,
ShOWer8.ccessessssaseccsses 1 for two students.

LIVING (WOMEN)

Closet (clothes, luggage, misC.)..c..c.... 12=18 sq. ft.
Study desk and chair...cie000e0000ecesss 8-10 8q. ft.

Si:‘-gle bedl-co..-c---c-o--o----oo--ounco 18'23 8q. ft;

Dfesﬁinf{, area.lI-Io-c.ooclconnlouto-luln 5-7 sq. ftt

Stadent room....e....110 min-148 max sq. ft. per student.

Closet (clothes, luggage, misc.) .......18-24 sq. ft.
Study desk and chalr...cceseccssisennsas 79 8q, ft,
Single Dol i viaisisdantuiriasness taniecsrdB=ad 8 6.
Btoxage £or DooKB i iciccasnsdncnessesss 20y 94y £

DrEGSj-ng area-...n.-.---..-.-....-a.-u-q 7-10 sq. ft.






BathroOm.ecsessvsssses 16 min-36 max sq. ft. per student,

WORKING (MEN

LavatoTYeiccssvnnasonsaess
Water cloB@t..ecesesnacns
MINROYE . i s ansdoiidieas
BREHEUDS . o - vo o s Ao dnnsen
ShOWeY . o coinnesavsnosnive

AND WOMEN)

1

Studying®*,... 10-18 sq. ft,

Ll it " "

Typing*..-...
MuatiagW. oo B MR

Library*.....100 aq. ft.,

1

for

for

for

two students,
two students.
each student,
three students.

two students.

student:.

"

3‘5 units.

Study roome®,,, 72 sq. ft., 1 for each suite,

Study desks®,.,. 3 desks per study room.

*: These spaces can he combinaed with other spaces.

ENTERTALNING

LOU“SQ...--.-----onloo.c-.o|30'60 sq. ft. per each stuﬁuut.

Informal social room........ combined with lounge.

Music listening Yoom.....s.. 70 8. ft., 2 per unit,

s IV TOON.....--..............150 8q. ft-, 1 per uﬂit.

CIRCULATING

Patio.C...-C!....l‘....ll...lso ﬂq. ftl

. lobby (Information desk, Communications,

Mail daliverf: eccl:)-o--....300'500 Sq . ft.

1 per uait,







. Corridors

. Stairs

+ Elevators (service only)

. Miscellaneous .....

Laund?y ro0m........ 130-200 8q.,

Sewing roon (women's domm only) .

Drinking fountains, 1 per suite,
Telephones, 1 per suite,

Fire safety equip., 1 per suite,
Bulletin boards, 1 per unit.
Mixrors, 2 per roou,

Trash collection.

ft., 1 per unit.

e ?5"‘100 3q. ftn







SERVICE AND HOUSEKEEPING AREAS

STAFF ROOMS
. Director’'s suite in unit nearest academic
CARPUB . o e ss 606 snssnsasvavssawiliV=250 8q. £t
. Student's counselor room, same as student ... Ll per ualt,
. Administrative office..csvses,120~150 8q. £t., near
Director's suite.
COMMUNTCATIONS
. Telephone in each studeat room
. Booths in lobby
. Call buzzer to room in lobby
HOUSEXEEPTHG
., Maid's room......«s«s 1 per & units, 150 sq. ft.
. Storaga 300-250 sq. ft. per building.
. Janitor's closet, each floor, halls, lounge ... 3-10 sq, ft.
. Student storage (bulk) ... 5-10 sq. ft. per student, 1 per
building cr one per floor.
. Laundry, for storage and dispersion of linens ... 150 sq. fC.
1 per building.
EATING FACILITIES
. Dining, per student........... 10-14 8q, ft,
. Kitchen per dinner..cceeceess. 6 8q. ft.
. RKitchen SLOTaEE..ccseseesasses 2=3 89. ft, per dinner,

. Dishwashing @rea@....seseeeesees 1=2 89, ft. per dinner.







. Garbage digposal ...... 30-75 sq. ft.

. Bupervision facilities..... 12 sq. ft., per dinner,
Receiving avea
Manager's office
Employees' restroom

. Food gerving aread...s.e....2=3 8q. ft. per dinner.

KITCHEN SUPPLEMENTS
Snack Bar,........ 1 per complex.
. Kitchenettes...... 1 per floor, 50-75 sq. ft.

. Vending machines.. 60-90 sq. ft. per building.
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roof plan
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basement plan
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side elevation
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end elevation
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north, south elevation

COMMONS







section E

COMMONS







living room

DORMITORY






perspective

DORMITORY & COMMONS



















	University of New Mexico
	UNM Digital Repository
	1-1-1965

	Dormitory Housing for the University of New Mexico
	Teresita Bloch
	Recommended Citation


	Dormitory housing for the University of New Mexico.

