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INTRODUCTION 

EXISTENTIALISM, JN POST WAR YEARS, HAS ACHIEVED NOT ONLY AN 

INTERNATIONAL PHILOSOPHICAL 8TANOINQ, BUT JN ADDITION HAS MAD£ ITSELF 

FELT IN A MULTITUDE OF CONTEMPORARY AFFAIRS - FROM PSYCHOLOQV ANO 

LITERATURE TO POLITICS AND SOCIAL ETHIC&. A LARQE MEASURE OF THIS 

PROPAQATJON OF EXISTENTIALISM HA BEEN DUE TO THE VARJEO ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

OF JEAN-PAUL SARTRE. As A FORCEFUL INTELLECTUAL, SARTRE CONTINUES TO 

AROUSE SUPPORT ANO CONTROVERSY FOR HIS RADICAL ANO DRAMATIC IDEAS JN 

EV£RV FIELD HE APPROACHES; VET AT THE HEART OF ALL THIS AOTIVJTV IS THE 

MAN r 8 PHILOSOPHY• Al.THOUQH SARTRE HAS CONTRIBUTED IN MAJOR WAVS TO 

PHILOSOPHICAL DISCOURSE, TH£RE IS BY NO MEANS A COMMON AQR£EMENT AS TO 

THE PROPER DESCRIPTION OF HIS THOUGHT BEYOND "EXJSTENTIALl8Te ff RATHER 

THAN QJVE THE AUTHOR CREDIT FOR HIS OWN CONCEPT OF HJ& PHILOSOPHY, COM• 

MENTATOR8 HAVE SOMETIMES JQNORED SAATR£ r 8 REFERENCES TO PHENOM£NOLOQY 

ANO HAVE PREFERRED THEJR OESCRIPTIV£ TERMINOLOQY SUCH AS HcRITJCAL 

MATERIALISM," "P08TULATORY ATHEl&M tt OR OTHER TERMS WHICH ARE OFTEN MJS­

LEAOINQ• THIS INA9ILITY TO DECIDE UPON 8UlTABL£ T£RM8 FOR WHAT IS Q£RMAN£ 

TO $ARTRE 1 8 EXtSTENTIALISM INDICATES THE RADICALISM OF HIS THOUGHT ANO TH£ 

DIFFICULTY OF ADEQUATELY REPRESENTING IT; BUT £VEN MORE, THERE 16 AN 

IMPLICATION THAT THE SCHOLARS AND CRITICS HAVE OFTEN BEEN MORE INTERESTED 

IN THE PRESENTATION OF THEIR OWN INSIGHTS CONCERNING SOME ASPECT OF 

SARTRE 1 8 PHILOSOPHY THAN THEY HAV£ BEEN IN ACHIEVINQ SOM£ �ERSPECTIVE 

TOWARD THE ORQANIZED WHOLE OF HIS WORK. 
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