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INTRODUCT ION

EXIBTENTIALIBM, IN POSBT WAR YEARB, HAB ACHIEVED NOT ONLY AN
INTERNATIONAL PHILOBOPHICAL S8TANDING, BUT IN ADODITION HA8 MADE [ TBELF
FELT IN A MULTITUDE OF CONTEMPORARY AFFAIRS = FROM PBYCHOLOGY AND
LITERATURE TO POLITIC8 AND B8OCIAL ETHICS8. A LARGE MEABURE OF THIS
PROPAGATION OF EXIBTENTIALISM HAB BEEN DUE TO THE VARJED ACCOMPLIBHMENTS
OF JEAN-PAUL SARTRE, A8 A FORCEFUL INTELLECTUAL, SARTRE CONTINUES TO
AROUBE SUPPORT AND CONTROVERSY FOR HI8 RADICAL AND DRAMATIC IDEAS IN
EVERY FIELDO HE APPROACHES; YET AT THE HEART OF ALL THIS8 ACTIVITY I8 THE
MANTS8 PHILOBOPHY, ALTHOUGH SARTRE HA8 CONTRIBUTED IN MAJOR WAYS TO
PHILOBOPHICAL DIBCOURBE, THERE I8 BY NO MEANS8 A COMMON AGREEMENT A8 TO
THE PROPER DEBCRIPTION OF HI8 THOUGHT BEYOND "EXISBTENTIALIBT,® RATHER
THAN GIVE THE AUTHOR CREDIT FOR HI8 OWN CONCEPT OF HI8 PHILOSBOPHY, COM=
MENTATOR8S HAVE BOMETIMES 1GNORED SARTRE'S REFERENCES TO PHENOMENOLOGY
AND HAVE PREFERRED THEJR DESCRIPTIVE TERMINOLOGY BUCH A8 "CRITICAL
MATERIALIBM," "POBTULATORY ATHEISM" OR OTHER TERM8 WHICH ARE OFTEN M]8=
LEADING, THIB INABILITY TO DECIDE UPON SUITABLE TERM8 FOR WHAT |8 GERMANE
TO SARTRE'S EXISTENTIALISM INDICATES THE RADICALISM OF HI8 THOUGHT AND THE
OIFFICULTY OF ADEQUATELY REPREBENTING IT; BUT EVEN MORE, THERE 16 AN
IMPLICATION THAT THE S8CHOLARB AND CRITIC8 HAVE OFTEN BEEN MORE INTERESTED
IN THE PREBENTATION OF THEIR OWN INBIGHTS8 CONCERNING BOME ABPECT OF
SARTRE!S8 PHILOBOPHY THAN THEY HAVE BEEN IN ACHIEVING BOME PERBPECTIVE

TOWARD THE ORGANI ZED WHOLE OF HI8 WORK,
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