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Abstract 

This tllesis is an exploration of -;;he catee;ory 

of 9raxis in rarx r s philoso!)hJ. 3y means of this it 

is sur;cested t�1at the c teGory of praxis is the central 

catee;or f l'iarA:'s hilosophy and that it provides 

a means b�T uhich the d evelopm n - ,. nd unity of cia2'x' s 

·1orJ:: m be ana.l;yzed. The method oi' exposition is 

to di.scuss t .e definition and subct.i-,.isions of tbis 

In the firs chanter it is de onstr ted that the 

c tegor�l of praxis results from i·iarY' s synthesis of 

Hegel's idealism and French materialism. Praxis is 

defined aa sensuous human activity. In the followin� 

chanter the c tegory of praxis is defiied through 

an analysis of human activity. The istinction of 

human ac ti vi ty from animal ac ti vi ty is sho,,m to 

exist in both Earx's earlie_ and later writin(js. 

I __ t'"le ;hird C.:..ayter, I de·,elop th::'ee sub-ca-:;egories 

of pra]:is i.e. labor, consu.i11ption and useless 

activit��. This sub-categorization is argued to be 

implicit in f·Iarx. I argue that thinking was also 

considered b: f·1arx to be a faro of labor in this 



3eneral sense. In the fourth chapter the divisions 

cf the cate5ory of praxis which exist in t, e 

capitalist epoch are discussed. The purpose is to 

demonstrate that these distinctions form the basis 

for ·Iarx • s understandinG and his critique of 

capitalism. 

In the fifth chapter the result of the category 

of praxis, revolutionary praxis, is discussed. The 

possibility of changing tbe world for humanity is 

grasped and a mor�l obligation noted. In the final 

ch pter this discussion is reviewed to su�gest 

possible rurther areas of investigation. 
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