University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
Speech and Hearing Sciences ETDs Electronic Theses and Dissertations

7-13-1973

Verbal Operant Conditioning and Response-Reinforcement
Contingency Awareness

Val R. Smith

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/shs_etds

b Part of the Speech and Hearing Science Commons


https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/shs_etds
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/etds
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/shs_etds?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fshs_etds%2F60&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1033?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Fshs_etds%2F60&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
















ABSTRACT

The following problem was investigated: can persons
be conditioned to emit a verbal response without their
awareness of the response-reinforcement contingency? It
was hypothesized that when a "set to problem solve,® is
not induced and experimenter effect due to the subject-
experimenter interaction is eliminated, subjects are condi-
tioned to emit a verbal response without an accompanying
contingency awareness.

Three experiments were conducted in order to test the
hypothesis. In experiment 1 an attempt was made to condition
vocal response length using a visual reinforcer. 1In
experiments 2 and 3 an attempt was made to condition use
of specific pronouns using a visual reinforcer. All three
experiments demonstrated that when "set to problem solve"
and E = S interaction was eliminated, conditioning did
not occur.

The central finding of this study was that while
elimination of "set to problem solve" may be a necessary
antecedent of conditioning without awareness, it is not a
sufficient condition. It was further concluded that 2
states of affair may exist concerning the role of response-
reinforcement contingency awareness in verbal operant

conditioning: (1) it is possible that awareness is




necessary for conditioning in many instances; (2) it
may be the case that a rival alternative hypothesis exists

to explain why conditioning did not occur without awareness.
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