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Big Sandy’s Top Four

BY CAPTAIN AMERICA

Big Sandy
and His
Fly-Rite
Boys
with Cowboys
and Indian
Tuesday,
March 1, 9 p.m.
Low Spirits,
2823 Second
Street NW
Tickets: $10, 21+
LACEphotography

Big Sandy

bigsandy.net

R

obert Williams — that’s Big Sandy to you — possesses four things you don’t:

Class
This quality is best illustrated by anecdote. The last time Big Sandy and His Fly-Rite
Boys graced Low Spirits’ stage, I arrived early enough to find Williams at the bar. This is
his show, right? Man of the hour and all that? And he buys me a drink. The man is my
role model.

Style
Sandy is fastidious about his appearance — never a stray thread or follicle out of place
— but he’s not persnickety. He simply has sartorial values that have mostly (and sadly)
fallen by the wayside. My best clothes are what he’d wear to paint the living room.

Grace
You don’t hear this word much these days except in evangelical company. Besides
being an elegant performer, Sandy is light on his feet in the style of eminent big men
like Jackie Gleason. He carries himself with refined deportment.

Talent
Besides his sincere, cunning lyricism, Sandy’s croon is as smooth as a sip of 15-year-old
Irish whiskey. Think Johnny Burnette tempered with Marty Robbins. His is a voice that
has matured into a soft yet commanding sweetness. This was only hinted at 25 years
ago when the band formed; back then, Sandy’s vocals were closer to the standard
rockabilly baritone with requisite hiccups.
In those days, rockabilly was being updated — not always successfully — to either a
radio-friendly, stylistically static Stray Cats sound or the wails of Crampsian psychobilly.
Unlike contemporary revivalists, Sandy and company aimed for the purity of the original
rockabilly sound, as evidenced by their debut on garage-punk oriented Dionysus
Records.
As unlikely as that pairing might seem, it illustrates what punk stood for at the time:
not a genre but a stripping away of excess. To his credit, Sandy didn’t view a return
to roots as tedious reproduction but as a starting point for enriched style and, most
importantly, sophistication.
The key to his professional and artistic success is embracing pedigree without
neglecting heart. Witness the sincere balladry of numbers like “Catalina” or “Spanish
Dagger.” This sincerity didn’t preclude rocking out, as evidenced by lead guitarist and
20-year Fly-Rite veteran Ashley Kingman; he can play as baby smooth as Roland Janes or
rip it up like Cliff Gallup.
Although they’ll forever wear the tag, Big Sandy and His Fly-Rite Boys are much more
than merely rockabilly. On stages as diverse as the Grand Ole Opry and “The Conan
O’ Brien Show,” Sandy makes a point of acknowledging his equally important country
& western, R&B and doo-wop influences with self-assurance and poise.
Low Spirits is the perfect local spot to see the band. The dance floor is adequate,
and the band loves to see the crowd swinging each other around out there.
The place is also intimate, with the sound quality to satisfy clubfoots like me —
ones who stand near the stage to appreciate the music and lift their glasses to
Big Sandy. But this time, I’m buying him a drink.

Captain America is a longtime nuevomexicano music journalist and zinester,
editor of “Wig Wam Bam: Albuquerque’s Zine of Music and Nepotism.”
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(505) 544-5400
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Fighting for Zika

Airlines flying to some destinations are requiring insecticide
disinfection of airliner cabins,
sometimes while passengers are
still in their seats. All in-bound
flights to Cuba, Jamaica, India,
Australia, India and New Zealand
are sprayed, using a procedure
stipulated by the World Health
Organization. The U.S. Department of Transportation’s “Aircraft
Disinfection Requirements”
mentions the Zika virus by name.
The United Kingdom has expanded its traditional spraying of
flights from malarial countries to
those also including “confirmed
transmission of Zika.”

Guns R Us

Maybe all that airport security Kabuki isn’t just theater after all. The
TSA seized 2,653 guns from airline
passengers’ carry-on luggage last
year, a 20 percent increase from
2014 and a record. Eighty percent
of those weapons were loaded,
NBC News reported.

Smarty pants

If you think the wearable tech
boom is just for glasses and
watches, think again. Don’t have a
Yoga instructor? Maybe your Yoga

pants will do the trick. Wearable
Experiments, an Australian
company, has developed its Nadi
brand of smart Yoga pants that
have sensors built in at the ankles,
knees and hips. The sensors determine whether the wearer’s body
is in the correct position. If not,
the pants send a slight vibration
to the proper area to inform the
exerciser to shift the position of
that body part. The Nadi Yoga
pants go on sale in mid-May. The
company plans other products for
boxers, cyclists and weight lifters.

Edible tech

New technology is allowing your
doctor to be notified if you miss a
day taking your meds. A Silicon
Valley company, Proteus Digital
Health, makes a smart pill that
uses “digestible sensors” made of
copper and magnesium that interact with stomach acid to generate
an electrical signal that is received
by a Band-Aid like patch on your
skin. According to Buzz Feed,
the receiver communicates with
a smartphone app that informs
your doctor whether the pill has
been consumed or whether the
prescribed dose has been missed.
The technology’s goal is to
reduce the 125,000 annual deaths
caused by missed medications,

but privacy advocates worry that
wireless health monitoring represents “unparalleled new forms
of surveillance.”

Flying to Cuba

American, Delta, Jet Blue, Southwest and United Airlines are
expected to apply for authority
to fly to Havana and as many
as 10 other cities in Cuba from
the United States. If the U.S. and
Cuban approval processes go
smoothly, flights could begin as
early as this fall, Vox Media reported. NPR reports that as many
as 110 Cuba-bound flights could
operate each day.

Grander canyon

Satellite radio imagery reveals
that Antarctica has an ice-covered
canyon that is 680 miles long and
3,280 feet deep — almost twice the
length of the Grand Canyon and
just as deep. The canyon lies beneath the ice of East Princess Elizabeth Island, an area that is bigger
than the United Kingdom. The
little-explored region “is less well
known than the surface of Mars,”
scientist Stewart Jamieson told
CBSNews.com. The canyon may
be connected to a large subglacial
lake of liquid water flowing under
the Antarctic ice sheet.

ABQ Free Press Local Briefs

BY ABQ FREE PRESS STAFF

Fired?

The Albuquerque police lieutenant who shot and seriously
wounded a fellow officer in an
undercover drug bust in 2015
should be fired, the head of the
Albuquerque Civilian Police
Oversight Agency says. The lieutenant, Greg Brachle, didn’t attend a briefing on the undercover
operation the morning it occurred and had been previously
ordered by a supervisor to not
actively participate in undercover
operations, according to a report
by CPOA Executive Director
Ed Harness. The report will be
presented to the Civilian Police
Oversight Board in March. The
CPOB is charged by city ordinance with investigating civilian
complaints against cops and the

use of deadly force by officers. It
can recommend discipline, but
the police chief isn’t bound to
follow those recommendations.

Central Avenue
Mayor Richard Berry plans to start
ripping up Central Avenue for
the new Bus Rapid Transit system
as early as May, and he expects
the system to be finished by fall
2017. He also announced Bradbury Stamm will be the project’s
construction manager. The $119
million project is being funded
with nearly $100 million in federal
money. Many businesses along the
route have opposed the bus rapid
transit project, now being called
Albuquerque Rapid Transit. Opponents said they explored a lawsuit
to stop the project but concluded

they had no grounds to sue.

Getting older

The Albuquerque metro area is
getting older a lot faster than it’s
getting younger. Between 2000
and 2014, the share of millennials
as a percentage of the population
grew from 20 percent to 20.9
percent. But, between 2005 and
2014, the share of retirees as a
percentage of the population
grew by 3.4 percent, according
to ConsumerAffairs.com, which
used Census Bureau data to
reach its conclusions. Retirees
now make up 14.6 percent of the
area’s population. According to
the data, pretty much all of New
Mexico is getting older faster
than it’s getting younger. In Santa
Fe, retirees grew by 7.7 percent,
and in Farmington, by 3 percent.
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New Mexico Senate to Public: We Can Police Ourselves

BY DAN VUKELICH

A

n attempt to bring an independent ethics
enforcer to New Mexico state government died
during the 2016 session through a variation of a
legislative maneuver used for more than two decades
to defeat ethics reform.
Late in the session, a Senate committee amended
a proposed constitutional amendment to create an
independent ethics commission so as to make it a
“toothless tiger,” according to its sponsor, Rep. Jim
Dines, an Albuquerque Republican.
Rather than have his name on a meaningless measure, Dines said he chose to abandon it.
“What went down is, I proposed the constitutional
amendment to give an ethics commission provisions
for transparency and give it exclusive authority to
adjudicate civil complaints, and the response to that
on the morning of the hearing was such that transparency and adjudicative authority were removed,”
Dines said.
“We would have been left with an investigativetype committee and with no authority,” Dines said.
“It was more than a disappointment,” he said. “I
thought this was a very good piece of legislation,” he
said.
Dines’ proposal would have covered non-criminal
campaign finance violations by political candidates,
officeholders and lobbyists; non-criminal ethics
Mark Bralley
violations by state employees; and failures by state
contractors and would-be contractors to disclose
Late in the 30-day 2016 legislative session that ended Feb. 18, Rep. Jim Dines presents a proposal for an independent ethics commission
to the Senate Rules Committee, which gutted it sufficiently to lead Dines to abandon it as a “toothless tiger.”
ethical conflicts. Jurisdiction over criminal violations
would have remained with prosecutors.
Members of the commission would have been
served from 1981 to 1990, attempted to tighten lobbyyears here, very ethically and very fairly,” Ingle said.
laymen. The measure would have kept the investigaist disclosure requirements. “People are always afraid
Sen. Jerry Ortiz y Pino, an Albuquerque Democrat
tive process by a bipartisan, appointed nine-member
of making careless mistakes and getting their name in
and Senate Rules Committee member (and an
commission confidential until a decision was renoccasional contributor to this newspaper), told
the paper,” he said.
dered, at which point complaints and the commisNMPoliticalReport.com there was “almost a
“It’s not that one member will say, you kill it for
sion’s decision would have been made public.
paranoia” among legislators that an ethics commisgoing too far and I’ll kill it for not going far enough,”
Once an ethics complaint was determined to have
sion would be used to “damage someone with false
he said, “That’s not to say that each of the 112 memmerit, Dines’ proposal
bers of the Legislature don’t
accusations.”
called for commission
have legitimate concerns”
Dines said he will introduce the measure again in
For more on what happened at the
hearings on it to be held
2017. It’s time for members to fish or cut bait,” he
that can derail a proposal,
2016 Legislature, see story on Page 6.
in public.
he said.
said. “The statutes presume government to be open
Gov. Susana Martinez
This year, Dines’ proposed
and I haven’t heard a valid argument against transopposed a statutory
parency at the Legislature.”
amendment was about to
attempt to create an ethics commission. Had it passed
be watered down because influential members of
Dan Vukelich is editor of ABQ Free Press. He covered
both houses, Dines’ resolution would have bypassed
the Senate: (a) believed the Legislature can police
most meetings of the New Mexico Legislature from 1984
the governor and sent the proposal directly to voters
itself; (b) believed the commission could be used for
through 2001. Reach him at editor@freeabq.com
in November as a constitutional amendment.
partisan vendettas and; (c) objected to making public
As a two-term legislator carrying the ball on ethics
complaints rejected by the commission.
reform for the first time, Dines wasn’t around during
After passing the House 50-10, the bill hit the
dozens of past attempts at ethics reform. Publicly at
Senate Rules Committee late in the 30-day session. At
least, legislative support for ethics reform each year
the committee hearing, Chairwoman Linda Lopez,
was proudly worn on lapels at the Roundhouse like a
an Albuquerque Democrat, objected to giving the
pink ribbon, while year in and year out actual reform
commission subpoena power.
went nowhere.
Senate Majority Leader, Michael Sanchez, a Belen
The Mayor’s Central Avenue Bus Plan
Typically, ethics bills have been carried by relatively
Democrat and a Senate Rules Committee member,
junior members while the job of snuffing them out
has opposed an ethics commission as unnecessary.
Tell us (and City Hall) what you think of
has fallen to senior members able to withstand poSenate Minority Leader Stuart Ingle, a Portales
Mayor Richard Berry’s plan for a
tential political backlash within their districts. Some
Republican, told the Albuquerque Journal there were
Bus
Rapid
Transit system on Central Avenue.
years, proposals died because so-called supporters
widespread concerns about making ethics complaints
Add
your
voice to the discussion
said they don’t go far enough, while in other years
public. Being wrongly accused of something is the
through a new online poll by ABQ Free Press.
they died because they went too far. This year’s
“most unfair thing you can have happen to you
attempt appears to fall in the latter category.
here,” he told the newspaper.
Visit freeabq.com and tell us what you think.
Former Albuquerque Rep. Dick Minzner, who
“The Senate can govern itself and it has, in my
Voting ends at 5 p.m. Friday, March 4.

Like it? Hate It?

Results will be published in the March 9 issue of ABQ Free Press.
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Does the Primary Free-for-all
Foretell a Wave of Change?

A Recap of Major Issues
At the 2016 Legislature

By BILL HUME

BY DENNIS DOMRZALSKI

“Come Gather ‘round people wherever you
roam. And admit that the waters around
you have grown. And accept it that soon
you’ll be drenched to
the bone…”
— Bob Dylan

I

t was a different time and a different
awakening in the mind of the master
musical poet of our generation when he
penned the lines to “The Times They Are
A-Changin’” back in the 1960s. But he
could have been watching what seems
to be brewing in this year’s presidential
election cycle.
“If your time to you is worth savin’,
then you better start swimmin’ or you’ll
sink like a stone, for the times they are
a-changin’…”
The establishment rhetoric honed in
past party contests did not resonate
with New Hampshire voters. On the GOP
side, Donald Trump is the quintessential
outsider who violates virtually every
rule of prudent political speech and is
the living epitome of the one-tenth of
one percent group — yet he beat his
closest competitor in the crowded field
by 2-to-1.
And what of Hillary Clinton, she the
virtually anointed-in-advance a year
ago, getting lambasted by the
self-proclaimed democratic socialist?
“There is profound anger at a
campaign finance system which allows
billionaires to buy elections; nobody
wants that,” Bernie Sanders said in early
February.
“Come writers and critics who prophesize with your pen and keep your eyes
wide the chance won’t come again. And
don’t speak too soon for the wheel’s still
in spin. And there’s no tellin’ who that it’s
naming.’ For the loser now will be later to
win for the times they are a-changin’.”
Bob Dylan was writing of the then-nascent revolution in race relations in this
country when he penned this assertive
celebration of change – but he could
have been writing of what may be a
groundswell push for a new order in
America’s dysfunctional government.
Sanders scored big. Trump scored 2-1
or more over his nearest competitor,
John Kasich, in every demographic
group except for the 45-64 group (35
percent to 18 percent) and the 65 and
over group (29 percent to 19 percent).
Trump logged 29 percent among college
graduates, and 38 percent among
those registered as independent or
undeclared. His highest tally, 39 percent,

came from those who had guns in their
households.
Sanders scored his highest in the
independent-undeclared category, with
72 percent. Income inequality — his
trademark issue – was the most
important issue to 70 percent.
The pugnacious optimism of that
Dylan anthem contributed to the surge
that broke down institutional racial
barriers in the tumultuous ’60s and early
’70s. Will the pugnacious assertions of
the current campaign front-runners
ignite a similar rolling surge for systemic
political change this year?
The nominations are far from decided,
of course. Smart money predicts Trump
will fade as soon as his wide group
of adversaries is winnowed down,
consolidating the more orthodox GOP
voting bloc. Clinton will prevail when
the campaigns move to more ethnically
diverse climes.
But the message this early primary
sent is refreshing and exhilarating. The
voice of the people is cutting through
the big-money ad blitzes and conventional-wisdom campaign talking points.
I speak here of ideas, not necessarily of
the candidates who are espousing them.
For all his crude, misogynist,
substance-shy rhetoric, Trump rings
a bell with his outspoken disdain for
current affairs in Washington. Sanders,
for his part, speaks directly to American
concerns with his emphasis on the
big-money political oligopoly and the
economic and health-care needs of
most Americans. Their speech and their
early wins have redirected the political
conversation in ways that few would
have predicted a year ago.
“The line it is drawn, the curse it is cast.
The slow one now will later be fast, as the
present now will later be past. The order
is rapidly fadin’. And the first one now
will later be last. For the times they are
a-changin’.”
There was a palpable spirit of can-do
assertiveness in those times that inspired
that song. Thank you, Bob Dylan, for
putting to words the racial equality
push that rallied a nation in the ’60s.
We will find out soon enough whether a
similar groundswell of revolt against our
current political process is indeed under
way.

Bill Hume is a former editorial page
editor of the Albuquerque Journal and
later served as a policy adviser to former
Gov. Bill Richardson.

T

he biggest news out of the session
was the grim reality that the state
faces a potential $700 million to $900 million shortfall in the current fiscal year’s
budget, and officials have no real grasp
of how much further revenues will fall.
In announcing the shortfall, Sen. John
Arthur Smith, a Deming Democrat, said
that neither lawmakers nor Gov. Susana
Martinez know when the bleeding of
money will stop. The culprit is depressed oil and gas prices.
“There is no great idea out there to
rectify that [budget crisis],” Smith said.
“Everybody wants an instant turnaround
and that’s not going to happen. This is
going to be a haul, digging out of this.”
Smith further added to the gloom
when he pointed out that the state’s
economy isn’t diversified enough to
make up for all that lost oil and gas
money. “We don’t have any revenue
streams to offset oil and gas revenues,”
he said.
Despite all that bad news and the
prospect that this year’s shortfall will
spill over into next year’s budget, lawmakers approved a $6.2 billion budget
for the fiscal year that starts July 1.
That budget includes increases for
public schools, Medicaid, prison guards
and state police. The new budget shifts
money from other uses and digs into
cash reserves.

Law enforcement got a big win when
lawmakers approved a proposed
constitutional amendment that would
allow judges more discretion in setting
bail for people accused of crimes.
The amendment, which goes to the
voters in November, was supported
by police chiefs and district attorneys
who have complained that the inability
of judges to keep people charged with
crimes off the streets has led to “turnstile justice” and “boomerang thugs.”
But it wasn’t a clean sweep for law
enforcement. Legislators killed bills
that would have expanded the state’s
three-strikes law for repeat violent offenders, imposed mandatory minimum
sentences for some violent crimes, and
would have added law enforcement
officers to the state’s hate crimes law.
A big win for Martinez was the
passage of a bill that will bring the state
into compliance with the federal REAL
ID Act for driver’s licenses. The measure creates a two-tiered system that
will give driver’s authorization cards to

COLUMNS
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New Mexico Policymakers
Live in a State of Self-Delusion
BY JOE MONAHAN

undocumented immigrants and regular
licenses to citizens and residents who
are here legally. The passage of the bill
ended a five-year battle between Martinez’s administration and legislative
Democrats.
Legislators also handed a victory to
the ride-sharing services Uber and Lyft
by passing a bill that allows the Public
Regulation Commission to regulate
them. Taxi companies fought the bill.
The measure will allow the PRC to require the ride-sharing services to carry
certain amounts of insurance for their
drivers and for those drivers to undergo
drug tests. Lyft left the state last year
after the PRC refused to adopt regulations the company wanted. There’s no
word on whether Lyft will return to the
state if Martinez signs the bill.
Albuquerque Mayor Richard Berry got
stiffed again when his return-to-work
bill for police officers died in the Senate.
The bill would have allowed retired
cops to return to police work while still
receiving their pensions but without
accruing further pension benefits.
Berry said the bill was needed to stem
what he called a statewide crisis where
police departments can’t hire or retain
cops. An ABQ Free Press survey in
October of nearly 60 law enforcement
agencies in the state found that most
were staffed in the 90 percent range of
their authorized manpower levels and
that the only real hiring and retention
crisis was in Albuquerque.
There were some other big failures:
A proposed constitutional amendment to allow for open primaries in
New Mexico died.
Also killed was a bill to create a state
ethics commission (see story on Page 5).
The open primaries proposal was
pushed by former state representative
Bob Perls, who recently returned to the
state after working several years abroad
for the U.S. State Department.
Some other things that didn’t make it:
a gas tax hike; reimposition of the gross
receipts tax on food; an end of social
promotion for third graders who can’t
read at grade level; a proposal to tap
the state’s Land Grant Permanent Fund
for early childhood education programs; a right-to-work bill; legalization
of marijuana; and a ban on late-term
abortions.

W

hat does the
astounding
number of 10,000
people applying
for 290 jobs at the
new Albuquerque
Cheesecake Factory
have to do with the
recently completed
2016 legislative session?
Hardly anything at all. And that’s the
problem.
New Mexico remains in something akin
to an economic death spiral. Crashing oil
prices and lower tax collections have depleted the state’s budget; crucial federal
spending remains stagnant; the state has
the highest jobless rate in the nation, the
highest child poverty rate; and we’re still
seeing more people leaving this enchanting Sunbelt state than moving in.
We have a desperate demand for call
center and hospitality jobs while careers
demanding more education or technical
training go unfilled. Remember in 2013
when Albuquerque’s new Uptown Target
store made headlines when 2,600 applied
for 200 slots paying $9 an hour? You
could not escape that news.
This time you had to use a microscope
to find the mind-boggling report of
thousands swarming to the Cheesecake
Factory, even as a spokesman says those
10,000 applicants represent a near
national record for the restaurant chain.
New Mexico has skipped past anger and
gone to outright denial, even as the
downward spiral picks up steam.
At the legislative session, the Republican leadership in the State House didn’t
even make a half-hearted effort to
conceal that they’re not much interested
in the jobs crisis or the continued decline
in the state’s social conditions rankings.
Instead, they cynically devised an “all
crime all the time” session designed to
elicit “soft on crime” votes from the
Democrats and set the stage for the fall
election.
Of course, the R’s hope that like the
session, the election will focus on crime
and not the economic pain so prevalent
in the state. Never mind that it’s all that
financial pain exacerbating the crime
problem that the R’s claim to be so
concerned about.
New Mexico’s problems are so deep
and systemic and have been for several
generations that they may seem unsolvable. The political class – dominated by
conservative Democrats and Republicans
– has fixated on making life better for
business while failing to address the

needs of the ever-growing underclasses.
Despite generous tax cuts designed
to lure them, the businesses with the
good-paying jobs have not come here
because of the deteriorating quality of
the workforce as well as the worsening
social conditions. That sad and simple
truth is inescapable, except if you are
in Santa Fe’s Roundhouse. There, the
unofficial state slogan seems to be “Love
it or Leave it.”

At the legislative
session, the Republican
leadership in the State
House didn’t even make
a half-hearted effort
to conceal that they’re
not much interested
in the jobs crisis
Given the cynicism and denial that
were the hallmarks of this legislative
session, the state seems ripe for a
populist leadership willing to admit the
problems and begin the cure. The Trump
and Sanders candidacies on the national
stage tell us that things can turn quickly
once someone is willing to lead the
parade.
New Mexico needs loud voices to begin
its awakening. The first order of business
is to value your human capital as much as
your business capital, if not more. If the
session taught us anything, it’s that there
will be no quick turnaround.
The new leadership we await first will
have to stop the bleeding by bringing
revenue into the state treasury and
launching a jobs program. Then comes
the heavy lifting of a massive investment
in early childhood education, workforce
training, mental health and substance
abuse programs and increased public
school funding.
All of that rubs the current powersthat-be (Gov. Susana Martinez and Mayor
Richard J. Berry) the wrong way, and they
are not a flexible bunch. That makes the
short-term outlook appear grim. But if
you believe as I do that we are only a
couple of leaders away from a potential
renaissance, then there is reason to
dismiss the denial of this legislative
session as peculiar to the current crop of
politicians and not the way forward.

Joe Monahan is a veteran of New Mexico
politics. His daily blog can be found at
joemonahan.com

COLUMNS
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Peltier Clemency, Bake Sale,
Circus and Women’s Day
by sayrah namastÉ

C

lemency for
Peltier: Activists
will demand clemency for American
Indian Movement
leader Leonard
Peltier at 2 p.m. on
Saturday, Feb. 27,
in front of the UNM
bookstore, 2301 Central Ave N.E.
Participating in the protest on the
National Student Day of Action will be the
UNM Red Student Faction and UNM KIVA
Club, which are demanding that President
Obama grant executive clemency to Peltier.
Peltier has been imprisoned for 40 years
as a result of the 1975 ambush deaths
of two FBI agents on the Pine Ridge
reservation of South Dakota. He has always
maintained his innocence. Former South
African President Nelson Mandela, as
well as other world leaders and Amnesty
International, have petitioned Obama for
clemency.
Feb. 27 is an historic date for the American Indian Movement. On that date in
1973, activists began a 71-day occupation
of the town of Wounded Knee on the Pine
Ridge reservation to protest the failure of
the United States to fulfill Native American treaty obligations. The occupation
followed a failed effort to impeach the
president of the Oglala Lakota tribe for
alleged corruption.
This is the last year of Obama’s presidency and what many activists believe to
be Peltier’s last chance for clemency.
Baking for Peace: Muslim, Jewish
and Christian children in Albuquerque
are coming together to bake traditional
sweets, learn about each other’s cultures,
and raise funds for Syrian refugees.
Children from Salam Academy, B’nai
Israel Synagogue, Congregation Albert and
the Albuquerque Mennonite Church will
bake and sell cookies reflecting their three
traditions: Hamantaschen (a Jewish Purim
holiday cookie), Mamoul (an Arabic sweet)
and a traditional Mennonite cookie.
Children will learn about the Syrian
refugee crisis as part of the gathering, to
be held on Sunday, Feb. 28. All proceeds
will benefit the United Nations High
Commission on Refugees.
Although the actual baking event is not
open to the public, organizers are looking
for donors willing to match the money
that the children raise. To support the bake
sale contact mikaribak@gmail.com. (Full
disclosure: my family and I are part of this
project.)
Interfaith circus and dinner: What do
the circus, good works and the local faith
community have in common?
“Circo for the Community” is a unique

event organized by five social justice organizations: the New Mexico Faith Coalition
for Immigrant Justice, the New Mexico
Conference of Churches, New Mexico
Interfaith Power & Light, La Mesa Arts
Academy and the Albuquerque Aerialists
Collective.
From 6-8:30 p.m. on Saturday, March
5, at St. John’s United Methodist Church,
2626 Arizona St. N.E., you can enjoy aerial
performances and dinner catered by
Blue Plate. At the event, the New Mexico
Conference of Churches will present the
“Turquoise Chalice” award to Roman Catholic Archbishop Emeritus Michael Sheehan.
For more information and tickets, visit
www.nmchurches.org.
One of the groups, the New Mexico
Faith Coalition for Immigrant Justice
(NMFCIJ), which I co-founded in 2009,
supports local families affected by
the immigration system. Recently,
the group’s program director, Justin
Remer-Themart, along with members of
the coalition, toured Holloman Air Force
Base with the staff of U.S. Sen. Martin
Heinrich to witness the conditions of
detained Central American refugees and
unaccompanied minors.
The coalition provided paralegal support
and psychiatric evaluations for Central
American refugees held in Artesia in 2014
and, during that time, built relationships
with policymakers.
The coalition is looking for volunteers to
educate New Mexico’s faith communities
on immigration, direct-service support for
asylum seekers and families in crisis, as
well as office work. If interested, contact
Remer-Themart at (505) 217-5846 or email
nmfc4ij@gmail.com.
Human stories of immigration:
International Women’s Day celebration is
celebrated around the world each March.
The local celebration will be from 3-5 p.m.
on Sunday, March 6, at AFSCME Council 18,
1202 Pennsylvania St. N.E.
There will be a panel presentation and
conversation about the realities of being
an immigrant woman in New Mexico and
experiencing deportation, family separation and detention centers.
There will be activities for children ages
3-10. Food will be served after the panel
concludes. The event is organized by the
March 8th Women’s Committee, which
for more than 30 years has organized
International Women’s Day events in
Albuquerque. For more information, call
(505) 401-4732.

Sayrah Namasté is an organizer with the
American Friends Service Committee in
Albuquerque. She writes about events of interest to Albuquerque’s activist community.

Why is ATF Allowing Career
Criminals to Roam ABQ Streets?
BY dan Klein

I

didn’t know Albuquerque Police Officer
Dan Webster. He joined the department
after I retired — but he is still my brother.
We wore the same badge.
Officer Webster was shot dead this past
October. I thought I knew the entire story,
until Jeff Proctor of New Mexico In Depth
reported that the violent convicted felon
accused of killing him had been selling
drugs and a gun to undercover detectives
just weeks before Webster was killed.
The ex-con was allowed to walk free
from each drug and gun buy.
I’m asking, why?
Proctor reported that the detectives
involved in these buys were working for
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives,
a branch of the U.S. Department of
Justice – the same DOJ that has negotiated reforms at the Albuquerque Police
Department.
Since when does ATF buy drugs?
Who are the detectives in this unit?
Were detectives from local agencies
involved?
Who was in charge of these detectives?
What mandates are they working under?
Were they looking for the “big fish”
and willing to let what they considered
lower-level criminals walk free after
committing crimes?
And most importantly, does ATF in Albuquerque purposely allow violent career
criminals to roam our streets to build cases
against others?
I’m no stranger to the issue. In September 1986, I was tasked with helping create
the Albuquerque Police Department’s
Repeat Offenders Project. Our mission was
to target ex-cons most likely to reoffend
when released back into our community.
For ROP, these criminals were the “big
fish.” ROP didn’t care about drug buys or
trying to get to the main dealer or the big
guy fencing stolen property or stripping
stolen cars.
The criminals we cared about were convicted burglars, armed robbers, murderers
and larcenists who daily were threatening
Albuquerque citizens. The ROP unit — as
it was originally conceived — didn’t let
a career criminal walk, hoping he or she
could take us to the next level.
The original ROP detectives had one
mission: Go after the worst of the worst,
and get them back in prison on solid
charges as quickly as possible.
In contrast to the governor, the mayor
and our police chief, we didn’t point
fingers of blame at the judges, attorneys,
court rulings or the Legislature.
After the ROP unit had been in existence
for one year, Albuquerque burglaries
dropped by 10 percent. It’s too bad that
over time that original ROP concept was
replaced by a quasi-SWAT kick-in-the-door,

shoot-first mentality that led to multiple
constitutional violations and contributed
to what the DOJ called APD’s “culture of
aggression.” Under the DOJ settlement,
the city of Albuquerque agreed to disband
the ROP unit.
Which brings me back to that chilly
October evening last year on East Central
Avenue when APD beat cop Dan Webster
was fatally shot by a violent career criminal
Who at ATF made the decision that it was
OK to let a convicted murderer commit
more crimes and remain free? Is it the
policy of the DOJ to allow low-level violent
career criminals to stay on Albuquerque’s
streets even when they have solid charges
against them?

I call on all citizens of
Albuquerque to ... demand
a congressional hearing
into Dan Webster’s
killing and the policies
at ATF that led to it
Proctor and the people of Albuquerque
have the right to ask how and why this
happened. The response by the same
politicians who had been pointing fingers
of blame is now, “No comment.”
We should be asking whether Albuquerque is experiencing our own version
of an ATF Fast and Furious “gun-walking”
fiasco. In Fast and Furious, over a period of
five years, according to congressional testimony, ATF agents in Arizona “purposely
allowed licensed firearms dealers to sell
weapons to illegal straw buyers, hoping
to track the guns to Mexican drug cartel
leaders and arrest them.” Fast and Furious
weapons were used in violent crimes in
both the United States and Mexico. A Fast
and Furious weapon was found at the
scene of the killing of a U.S. Border Patrol
agent.
I call on all citizens of Albuquerque to
contact U.S. Rep. Michelle Lujan-Grisham
and U.S. Attorney General Loretta Lynch
and demand a congressional hearing into
Dan Webster’s killing and the policies at
ATF that led to it. Lujan-Grisham is on the
House Government Oversight Committee.
She can demand a public hearing and get
to the truth.
Albuquerque needs to know whether
ATF is purposely allowing violent career
criminals to roam our streets.
Dan Webster is gone, but this cop will
not forget my oath to my brother.

Dan Klein is a retired Albuquerque police
sergeant. You can reach him through
Facebook.
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They Love This Guy Down at City Hall (Not!)

BY DENNIS DOMRZALSKI

T

o say that Silvio Dell’Angela is
pissed is like saying the surface of
the sun is warm, absolute zero is a tad
cool and Mount Vesuvius once dusted
Pompeii with some volcanic ash.
Dell’Angela isn’t just pissed. He’s
furious, a thunderstorm of anger who
regularly fires off lightning bolts of
disgust at just about every city and
public official in Albuquerque — the
mayor, city councilors, the chief of
police, the newspapers, TV stations,
editors, reporters, lawyers, judges, the
U.S. attorney and the U.S. Department
of Justice.
Dell’Angela can’t and won’t stop
fighting until what sickens him —
public corruption, stupidity, incompetence, cowardice, hypocrisy and apathy, or any combinations thereof — is
vanquished. Although he concedes
that he could die before that happens,
he has vowed to never stop railing
against what he says is a sordid stain
on his adopted state.
Dell’Angela’s record of demanding
integrity from public officials goes
back to at least the late 1990s. He
began railing against police shootings years before it became a regular
agenda item at City Council meetings,
and he helped lead a battle in 2006
to kill then-Mayor Marty Chavez’s
trolley, or light rail project, on Central
Avenue.
More recently, he has dumped on
the DOJ for not going far enough in
its excessive-use-of-force settlement
agreement with the Albuquerque Police Department, and he said that the
DOJ’s special monitor, James Ginger,
doesn’t have any real authority to
order APD to reform.
“I moved to this state in 1978.
This is the longest I have ever lived
anyplace in my life. I love this state,”
Dell’Angela said. “It doesn’t have
to be corrupt. It doesn’t have to be a
culture of corruption. It doesn’t have
to be known as the lousiest public
education system in the United States.
But people are used to it. People need
to get involved, and if they don’t, the
crooks are going to continue doing
what they’re doing.”
Dell’Angela isn’t the last angry man,
but he is quite possibly the angriest
of the angry. The tools through which
he delivers his outrage and demands
for honesty and integrity are his
computer, the Internet, email and
his 76-year-old, 5-foot-11, 180-pound
body, which he hauls to City Council

meetings to berate councilors and city officials. The
keys of his eight-year-old
Dell laptop bear evidence
of his fury; some are actually worn, indented and
chipped, and several are
missing all or some of their
identifying marks.
His emails tend to be
long, often running more
than 1,000 words, with especially incendiary sections
highlighted in yellow, using
words such as “Gestapo,”
“stooge” and “crony.”
A recent email contained
language that some who
have been struck by
Dell’Angela’s lightning
bolts call Classic Silvio: “If
the Pope ever came to New
Mexico, likely he would
also condemn the corruption and violence here on
his first day.”
And he recently ripped
Albuquerque’s morning
newspaper for what he says
is its bias by calling it “The
Berry-Martinez Journal.”
Dell’Angela is defiant.
When asked how he responds to people who think
he’s out of line for accusing
public officials in New
Mexico of corruption, he
replies, “I don’t respond. I
don’t give a damn. If I was
21, I’d probably respond,
but I don’t care. I really
don’t.”

Accomplished guy

Those who would
Dennis Domrzalski
characterize Dell’Angela as
Silvio Dell’Angela sends out daily emails blasting the mayor, the police chief and many of the city’s top officials.
an over-the-top crackpot
who just blew in from the
heat, dust and wind and
on various “spook” projects at the
they investigated. With the help of
who sees corruption behind every
Operational Test Center on Kirtland
then-City Councilor Greg Payne, their
lamppost and City Hall door might be
Air Force Base. He also has been a
report made its way to Washington,
surprised to learn that he’s a retired
neighborhood association president
D.C., and HUD’s secretary. Payne
U.S. Air Force major, a graduate of
and a member of the Albuquerque
later presented Dell’Angela with a
Rutgers and Arizona State univerCitizen’s Team.
plaque for his ACT work.
sities, a father of three and a husband
In the early 2000s, the ACT was
“Silvio did a great job for taxpayers,
of 57 years to his wife, Anita.
tasked with helping oversee the city’s
but the bureaucrats didn’t like him
Dell’Angela spent 22 years in the
Family and Community Services Debecause of the fraud and waste he
Air Force and did tours in South
partment’s spending of U.S. Departfound in the system,” Payne said.
Vietnam, France, the Pentagon and
ment of Housing and Urban DevelEngland. As a captain and major, he
The spark
opment money for the city’s housing
commanded a group of 420 people,
While Dell’Angela has always been
rehabilitation program. Dell’Angela
all with high security clearances. He
outspoken and stubborn – he refused
and two other ACT members thought
came to Albuquerque in 1978 to work
a final assignment from the Air Force
they spotted fraud and kickbacks, and
cont. on page 10
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ABQ Charity Stands Up
To Santa Fe Bullying
BY DAN VUKELICH

I

t’s rare that the bureaucrats in Santa
Fe show common
sense, but sometimes
it happens.
The New Mexico
Tourism Department
has decided to
stop bullying a
local charity over the
“New Mexico True/Truth” parody.
Someone at the tourism department
apparently bothered to look up case
law involving the use of copyrights and
trademarks in parody and realized the
state’s claim of copyright infringement was
bullshit.
“They acknowledged they have no
opposition to New Mexico Truth and that
New Mexico Truth doesn’t infringe on their
trademark, and we’ll continue with the
campaign,” said Allen Sanchez, CEO of CHI
St. Joseph’s Children.
In TV commercials, CHI St. Joseph’s
Children parodied the “New Mexico True”
tourism campaign and its idyllic portrayal
of our state to comment on the poverty,
social ills and general “We’re No 50-ish”
ranking of New Mexico – particularly the
condition of its children.
In a terse, two-paragraph letter on Feb.
17, the tourism department informed CHI
St. Joseph’s Children it no longer considers
“New Mexico Truth” to be an infringement
of the “New Mexico True” copyright.
Frankly, it’s mystifying that the “cease
and desist” letter in January from tourism’s
general counsel, Maria R. Sanchez, was
written in the first place. An American Bar
Association roundtable paper readily available online, “The Satire/Parody Distinction
in Copyright and Trademark Law – Can
Satire Ever Be a Fair Use?”, shows CHI St.
Joseph was on firm legal ground.
“While a scathing parody may destroy the
market for the original work, its destruction stems from criticism, not usurpation
by acting as a substitute,” the panel wrote
in its survey of court cases over claimed
copyright infringement.
My favorite case covered in the ABA paper
is that of a T-shirt company that printed
shirts with dogs wearing wrestling outfits
and bearing names similar to those of famous WWE wrestlers. A court ruled that use
of the wrestling dog images was a parody
containing evidence of humor, ridicule and
comment on the overhyped pseudo-ferocious world of professional wrestling and
thus was “fair use” of WWE’s brand. In fact,
far from tarnishing the WWE trademark, the
T-shirts served to increase public awareness
of the WWE, a court found.
In the case of Sun Trust Bank vs. Houghton Mifflin Co., over whether a book
titled “The Wind Done Gone” violated the
copyright of “Gone with the Wind,” a court

found that the later work was a parody
and a “specific criticism of the depiction of
slavery and relationships between blacks
and whites in ‘Gone with the Wind’” and
did not infringe on the Margaret Mitchell
copyright.
Parodic fair use was asserted in a 2002
case in which toymaker Mattel sued the
manufacturer of “Dungeon Doll.” Mattel
argued its “Barbie” doll brand was diminished by dolls dressed in sado-masochistic
apparel that included a “lederhosen-style
Bavarian bondage dress and helmet in
rubber with PVC-mask.” The maker of the
doll the media dubbed “Bondage Barbie”
successfully argued its doll was a criticism
of Barbie’s sexual nature.
Ralph Nader benefited from the concept
of parodic fair use when MasterCard sued
over Nader’s 2004 presidential campaign’s
use of the copyrighted slogan, “There are
some things money can’t buy. For everything else there’s MasterCard.”
Although Nader’s commercial didn’t criticize MasterCard itself and was more likely
a satiric commentary targeting George
W. Bush’s and John Kerry’s big-money
donors, a court found there was sufficient
parodic character to the commercial that it
qualified as fair use.
On the flip side, there’s the case of Kraft
Foods against the owners of “VelVeeda,”
a sex products website. The court agreed
with Kraft that there was no parody
of VelVeeta cheese within the site and
that that Kraft’s cheesiest of brands had
been ripped off to “sell various types of
adult-oriented, offensive, and unsavory
merchandise and services to the public.”
As the dust in the dust-up over “New
Mexico True/Truth” settled, CHI’s Sanchez
was magnanimous in victory. He said he
offered to change the parody’s logo slightly
to make the word “Truth” bigger to
avoid possible confusion with the tourism
department’s logo.
The first set of the charity’s commercials
cost $200,000 and ran for four weeks. The
next $200,000 TV buy will run this summer,
he said.
“We can’t take credit for how high the
Sandia Mountains are, but we have to
take responsibility for the condition of our
children,” Sanchez said.
“This isn’t about one piece of legislation;
it’s about the overall well-being of our
children,” he said. “We love New Mexico,
and we’re all for promoting the beauty of
New Mexico, but we see the irony that our
children are last in the United States.”
Ouch. For someone on the fourth floor
of the Roundhouse, that one’s gonna leave
a mark.

Dan Vukelich is editor of ABQ Free Press.
Reach him at editor@freeabq.com

silvio, Page 9
— it wasn’t until June 10, 2010, that
his full outrage at the system came
out. That was the day his neighbor,
Chris Hinz, was shot and killed by
Albuquerque police. Dell’Angela
called it murder and said cops could
easily have Tasered Hines, who had
been firing a shotgun at the ceiling of
his far Northeast Heights house.
What sickened Dell’Angela about
the case was that the man in charge
of APD’s SWAT Team at the time,
Bob Huntsman, was also a neighbor.
Dell’Angela believes that Huntsman
should have called off the SWAT Team
and gotten cops with crisis intervention training on the scene. That, he
said, would have saved Hinz’s life.
Dell’Angela said APD and the city
stonewalled his requests for public
records related to the case. Since Hinz
was killed, the body count of people
killed by APD has continued to climb.
It now stands at 30 since 2010.
Dell’Angela joined with others in
the community to get the DOJ to
investigate APD. In 2014, the city
and the DOJ signed a settlement
agreement that is designed to reform
the department and stop its officers
from shooting so many people. In
June of that year, he was escorted
from a meeting of the Police Oversight Commission for displaying the
American flag upside down a “signal
of dire distress in instances of extreme
danger to life or property,” according
to the U.S. Flag Code.
In May 2014, he was escorted out of
a City Council meeting for remaining
silent during his two-minute public
comment period. The ACLU responded to his ejection by saying silence
was a form of free speech. The City
Council backed down and agreed
people could remain silent during
their allotted comment period.

Praise

No one is immune from Dell’Angela’s wrath. If he believes someone is
wasting the public’s money, he’ll go
after them. That happened to Payne,
who after serving on the City Council
was made head of the city’s transit
department by then-Mayor Chavez.
One of Chavez’s ideas was to build
a light rail, or trolley, system. The cost
was in the hundreds of millions of
dollars. Dell’Angela fired up his computer and began ripping the project,
Chavez and Payne. Eventually, the
project died, and Dell’Angela was
cited in a front-page article in The Albuquerque Tribune for his persistence
in opposing the idea.
Even though he was one of

Dell’Angela’s targets, Payne has
nothing but praise for him.
“Albuquerque is a city of sheep that
is currently being led off a cliff by a
pack of wolves,” Payne said.
“Silvio is trying to get the sheep to
go in a different direction, and the
wolves don’t like it. You’ve got a crew
at City Hall that sincerely believes
they should never be criticized and
that if anything that remotely smacks
of criticism comes up, it should be
offered meekly and apologetically.
Silvio takes a much different approach; he calls bullshit when he
thinks it’s appropriate to call it. Silvio
is a rabble-rouser in a town that needs
a lot more of them, and he refuses to
be treated like a serf.”
Payne said taxpayers could have
saved tens of millions of dollars if city
and police officials had listened to
Dell’Angela early on when he first began railing against the APD shootings.
“We would not have had the DOJ
come here and take over APD,”
Payne said. “For that reason alone,
Silvio deserves a pass for any alleged
transgressions on his part. He was
absolutely dead on about APD.”

Nice doesn’t work

Dell’Angela admits that he is harsh
on people, but he knows of no other
way to get their attention. And he
scoffs at suggestions that he tone
things down.
“I go to meetings, and I’m rude
sometimes, and that’s an understatement,” Dell’Angela said. “But I don’t
give a shit. Some guy once told me,
‘Maybe you’ll have a greater effect
if you’re not so brutal with these
people.’ I told him I had tried that. I
tried that over and over again. I tried
that. They don’t care. They laugh at
you like you’re a fool.”
No matter who likes or doesn’t
like him, no matter who criticizes his
approach to dumping on city officials,
Dell’Angela clearly isn’t going to stop.
“You’ve got to keep knocking at
the wall; maybe that’s how the Berlin
Wall came down. You’ve got to keep
chipping away a little at a time,” he
said. “Nothing is going to change if
people give up.”
And he has a message for those who
wish he would just shut up and go
away: “I’m not going to go away, and
I don’t care whether they like what
I’m doing or not. If they don’t like it,
so be it.”
Dennis Domrzalski is an associate editor
at ABQ Free Press. Reach him at
dennis@freeabq.com
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Records Show ABQ Missed APD Reform Chance in 2011
BY JEFF PROCTOR
new mexico in-depth

F

or 25 years, prosecutors in Bernalillo
County used so-called “investigative grand juries” to review their
decisions in police shooting cases. And
for 25 years, people close to the process
could not remember the controversial,
since-discontinued panels coming to a
different conclusion from the prosecutors who presented evidence to them:
that the police shootings had been
“justified” under New Mexico law.
But 25 words in a newly unearthed
court document from a 2011 grand
jury show that there was at least one
exception.
“That an agency outside of APD and
another investigative grand jury review
police procedures pertaining to the
use of deadly force in officer involved
shootings.”
That was the recommendation to
prosecutors from the foreman for one of
the grand juries on Dec. 16, 2011, after
he and 11 others heard evidence from
the June 2010 fatal shooting of Chris
Hinz by two Albuquerque SWAT officers, Anthony Sedler and Eric Brown.
Unlike its predecessors — and unlike
investigative grand juries used to
review several other APD shootings
after Hinz was killed — the grand jury
did not rule the shooting justified. Nor
did it determine the officers had been
unjustified in shooting Hinz three times
in Hinz’s Northeast Heights driveway.
And the grand jury did not recommend charges be filed against Sedler
or Brown. (Like its predecessors and
successors, the panel was powerless on
its own to indict a police officer, even if
it had wanted to.)
By the time the panel heard evidence
in the Hinz shooting, the investigative
grand juries had become a source of
controversy, with news stories publicizing that prosecutors had decided that
police shootings were “justified” before the prosecutors presented evidence to grand jurors.
The grand jury’s recommendation also foreshadowed the scrutiny that later would engulf APD
surrounding its policies on use of deadly force.
Nearly two-and-a-half years after the grand jury’s
recommendation, the U.S. Department of Justice
would issue a scorching review of the department’s
use of force and of its leadership.
But it appears the grand jury’s recommendation,
which was not disclosed publicly before this month,
went unheeded at the time.
District Attorney Kari Brandenburg said she
recalled a case that ended with a grand jury recommendation for a review of APD policies. She did not
recall the Hinz shooting case specifically.
Brandenburg told New Mexico In Depth that
she met with her top lieutenants, but the group

determined that the DA’s office did not have the
authority or the jurisdiction to do as the grand jury
had asked “because they weren’t raising a concern
of criminal wrongdoing.”
She did not recall seeking an outside agency to
carry out the recommendation. Asked whether she
discussed the grand jury’s finding with then-APD
Chief Ray Schultz, Brandenburg said she did not
recall a specific conversation.
“But we were talking about officer-involved
shootings at least monthly around that time period,”
she said. “I would find it highly unusual if I did not
discuss something like this with him. … I might’ve
said: ‘You know, chief, people are getting upset.
Attitudes are starting to change. People are upset
about procedures.’”
Schultz, who left APD at the end of 2013 and is
now the assistant chief in Memorial Villages, Texas,

did not return a telephone message left
for him.
The grand jury’s 2011 recommendation is significant for several reasons.
First, it represents the only known occasion in a quarter century that one of
the investigative grand juries declined
to rubber-stamp a decision by the Bernalillo County District Attorney’s Office
in a police shooting case.
Second, because the panel’s recommendation appears not to have
been followed, it stands as a missed
opportunity for an outside review of
APD at a time when the department
was amassing a five-year total of police
shootings that far outstripped the
national average.
Third, it came during a time of
increasing scrutiny of APD. Family
members of men shot by police and
other APD critics had been packing the
public comment sign-up sheet at City
Council meetings for months to decry
what they said was an out-of-control
police force. Among their demands
was a top-to-bottom investigation of
the department.
In August 2011, the City Council
passed a resolution that would have
invited the Justice Department to
investigate APD. Mayor Richard Berry
vetoed the resolution. He later said it
had procedural problems, including
potential violations of the state Open
Meetings Act. Councilors disputed the
mayor’s contentions and called the
veto an act of obstructionism.
Ultimately, the DOJ did investigate
Berry’s police department. In April
2014, federal authorities issued a
damning set of findings: that APD had
a deeply entrenched “culture of aggression” and its leaders had for years
turned a blind eye to a broad pattern of
excessive use of force.
It is unknown what would have happened had
District Attorney Brandenburg chosen to act on the
grand jury’s recommendation after it reviewed the
Hinz shooting.
“We just don’t have jurisdiction to look at procedures unless there’s a concern of criminal wrongdoing,” she told New Mexico In Depth. “That just isn’t
our charge.”
During their investigation, DOJ officials looked at
several of the same APD shootings that grand jurors
had considered. The DOJ found that the majority of
them violated the Constitution.
Jeff Proctor is a freelance journalist who covers criminal
justice issues for New Mexico In Depth, a nonprofit online news organization devoted to long-form journalism.
This article was edited for length. To read it in its entirety,
visit nmindepth.com
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EDitorial cartoons/ANALYSIS
Is Bernie’s Campaign the Spark
That the U.S. Public Needs?
BY ROBERT REICH

I

nstead of
“Yes we
can,” many
Democrats have
adopted a new
slogan this
election year:
“We shouldn’t
even try.”
We shouldn’t try for single-payer
system, they say. We’ll be lucky if we
prevent Republicans from repealing
Obamacare.
We shouldn’t try for a $15 an hour
minimum wage. The best we can do is
$12 an hour.
We shouldn’t try to restore the
Glass-Steagall Act that used to
separate investment and commercial
banking, or bust up the biggest banks.
We’ll be lucky to stop Republicans
from repealing Dodd-Frank.
We shouldn’t try for free public
higher education. As it is, Republicans
are out to cut all federal education
spending.
We shouldn’t try to tax carbon or
speculative trades on Wall Street, or
raise taxes on the wealthy. We’ll be
fortunate to just maintain the taxes
already in place.
Most of all, we shouldn’t even try
to get big money out of politics.
We’ll be lucky to round up enough
wealthy people to back Democratic
candidates.
“We-shouldn’t-even-try” Democrats think it’s foolish to aim for
fundamental change – pie-in-the-sky,
impractical, silly, naïve, quixotic. Not
in the cards. No way we can.
I understand their defeatism. After
eight years of Republican intransigence
and six years of congressional gridlock,
many Democrats are desperate just to
hold on to what we have.
And ever since the Supreme Court’s
“Citizens United” decision opened
the political floodgates to big
corporations, Wall Street, and rightwing billionaires, many Democrats
have concluded that bold ideas are
unachievable.
In addition, some establishment
Democrats – Washington lobbyists,
editorial writers, inside-the-beltway
operatives, party leaders, and big contributors – have grown comfortable
with the way things are. They’d rather
not rock the boat they’re safely in.
I get it, but here’s the problem.
There’s no way to reform the system
without rocking the boat. There’s no
way to get to where America should
be without aiming high.
Progressive change has never
happened without bold ideas
championed by bold idealists.
Some thought it was quixotic to

try for civil rights and voting rights.
Some viewed it as naïve to think we
could end the Vietnam War. Some
said it was unrealistic to push for the
Environmental Protection Act.
The situation we’re in now demands
mobilization. Wealth and income are
more concentrated at the top than in
over a century. And that wealth has
translated into political power.
The result is an economy rigged
in favor of those at the top – which
further compounds wealth and power
at the top, in a vicious cycle that
will only get worse unless reversed.
Meanwhile, the biggest Wall Street
banks have more of the nation’s banking assets than they did in 2008, when
they were judged too big to fail.
Hedge-fund partners get tax loopholes, oil companies get tax subsidies,
and big agriculture gets paid off.
Bankruptcy laws protect the fortunes
of billionaires like Donald Trump but
not the homes of underwater homeowners or the savings of graduates
burdened with student loans.
A low minimum wage enhances
the profits of big-box retailers like
Walmart, but requires the rest of us to
provide its employees and their families with food stamps and Medicaid
in order to avoid poverty – an indirect
subsidy of Walmart.
At the same time, countervailing
power is disappearing. Labor union
membership has plummeted from a
third of all private-sector workers in
the 1950s to fewer than 7 percent today. Small banks have been absorbed
into global financial behemoths. Small
retailers don’t stand a chance against
Walmart and Amazon.
This system is not sustainable.
We must get big money out of our
democracy, end crony capitalism, and
make our economy and democracy
work for the many, not just the few.
But change on this scale requires
political mobilization. Which is why
you shouldn’t listen to the “we-mustnot-try” brigade. They’ve lost faith in
the rest of us. We must try. We have
no choice.
Robert B. Reich, chancellor’s professor of
public policy at the University of California
at Berkeley and senior fellow at the Blum
Center for Developing Economies, was
secretary of labor in the Clinton administration. Time magazine named him one of the 10
most effective cabinet secretaries of the 20th
century. He has written 13 books, including
the bestsellers “Aftershock” and “The Work
of Nations.” His latest, “Beyond Outrage,” is
now out in paperback. He is also a founding
editor of the American Prospect magazine
and chairman of Common Cause. His newest
film, “Inequality for All,” is available on
Netflix, iTunes, DVD and On Demand. His
blog is robertreich.org

LETTERS/EDITORIAL CARTOONS
An open letter to Mayor Richard J. Berry:
I want you to know what a terrible job your
administration has done with the Albuquerque
BioPark. I began working at the zoo almost
two years ago, and I was very excited. I am
qualified, with a degree in biology and several
years of experience working at zoos.
Unfortunately, a few months after I was
hired, the sad reality of the situation became
clear. Many people reading this will remember
Oct. 15, 2014, when a Tasmanian devil named
Jasper was found dead in his exhibit at the
BioPark.
Mr. Mayor, almost immediately you publicly
made it known that you wanted to find out
“Who killed Jasper?” Zoo management told us,
“This is the Mayor’s top priority!”
An investigation was started that cost nearly
$10,000. In addition to the third-party investigation by an outside firm, Robert Caswell
Investigations, another investigation was run
by APD. Mr. Berry, this is your Albuquerque
Police Department which makes national news
for being out of control.
The police department lacks leadership, just
as the zoo, Animal Welfare Department and
the rest of our city government are all lacking
leadership. Mayor Richard Berry, your administration has been an abject failure.
Imagine how I felt the week after Jasper’s
death, when I was summoned to the zoo’s
administration building and was told that
two detectives with APD were waiting for
me because they suspected me of killing that
beautiful animal.
Mr. Mayor, this was not part of the “zoowide” investigation that you and your chief
of staff, Gilbert Montaño, tried to spin to the
media. They did not even question every zookeeper who was working the day before and
after Jasper’s death. I, for one, was home both
days, minding my own business.
Imagine how I felt when I was told that these
detectives only wanted to speak to me and
one other employee. I was told to go into a
tiny room with them where they turned on a
recorder, read me “my rights” and attempted
to intimidate me. Mayor Berry, I’ve seen more
professional detective work Saturday nights on
CBS.
These detectives then told me that they had
video that would show who was responsible,
so I “better just confess.” They tried to pressure
me with “Bobby, how often do you get mad at
the animals? Do you want to hurt them? Do
you want to throw things at the animals? And
before you answer, remember we have the
video.”
At the end of the interrogation, they asked,
“Do you have any questions?” I said, “Yes,
I am a temporary employee here, and I am
trying to get hired as a city employee, but now
I am being accused of mutilating and torturing
an animal. How do you think this is going to
look to my supervisors?”
They responded with something like, “We
will tell your supervisors that you are being
very cooperative. So, how soon can you turn

your phone records over to us?” One of them
even said, “This is the Mayor’s top priority
and we are here to give the Albuquerque Police
Department some good publicity for once.”
That’s right, Mr. Berry, they invoked you while
they were harassing and persecuting me.
I found myself sitting there like I was in an
episode of “Good Cop, Bad Cop.” One detective would say “When did you and your band
members plan this murder out?” then the other
would say “We want to help you, Bobby. Come
clean and tell us what you know.”
And now the final straw, Mr. Berry: You
decided that a “new penguin exhibit” is coming to the zoo. You do not give a damn what
management or other employees think and you
do not care what is best for the animals.
You not did consult with the Association
of Zoos and Aquariums or the many Taxon
Advisory Groups – the professionals who
know these animals the best. They know which
animals are critically endangered and on the
brink of extinction. They use Species Survival
Plans to decide which animals are most in need
of help. But because you are making political
decisions, the animals are not your priority.
Your priority is yourself. Mr. Mayor. Your
plan is to demolish an existing building, the
Tropical America Exhibit, which is full of
animals, and build a new penguin exhibit in its
place with your name on it.
How much thought did you give to the
animals that you just made homeless? How
much thought did you give to the people that
work at the zoo every day – people who know
the situation? Judging by the way I was treated
by you, your temp agencies and your police
force, you do not care about us at all. And most
importantly, Mayor Berry, you do not truly care
about the animals at the zoo.
After many months, with two investigations
costing thousands of dollars, the final report on
Jasper’s death was “inconclusive.” I was told
that it was probably an accident, a falling log or
rock, but the report still blamed zookeepers for
mishandling the death.
The Mayor’s Chief of Staff, Gilbert Montaño,
publicly blamed zoo employees, saying that we
“didn’t treat it with the care of a crime scene.
People moved stuff and things like that.” That
is an actual quote, spoken with the precision of
a Republican politician.
— Bobby Tucker
Editor’s note: This is an edited version of a
much longer letter posted on Bobby Tucker’s
Facebook page.
ABQ Free Press welcomes letters to the
editor and bylined opinion pieces, subject
to editing by the newspaper for style and
length. Letters may appear in print on the
newspaper’s website, www.freeabq.com.
Writers should include their full name
and a daytime phone number that the
newspaper’s editors can use to contact
them. Submissions should be sent to
editor@freeabq.com
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My Life in Line at the Foodbank

FIRST PERSON

BY Danny lyon

BY SUSAN E. KATZ

I

I

n every city, there is a section of
town known for its crime and
“bad element.”
In Albuquerque, it is euphemistically called The International District. Its first and true
name was The War Zone. This is
where I’ve lived for the past four
and a half years.
When I first arrived, I didn’t know the true nature
of my surroundings, but I learned quickly.
When I was younger, money was never really
a problem for me – no more so than the average
person. I consider myself to be a smart person, and
I’ve accomplished much in my life. However, being
bipolar, and going through several manic episodes, I
spent all of my money, which included two inheritances.
Facing life on a fixed income, I had to downsize
from owning a three-bedroom house, to a 35-yearold double-wide, to renting a two-bedroom apartment, then a one-bedroom apartment in The War
Zone.
After only a year in the two-bedroom, I went
broke. A neighbor who became my friend and was
in the same situation as I was told me she had to
“teach me how to be poor.” She helped me move
into the one-bedroom and introduced me to the
hidden world of food banks.
Words cannot express the humiliation and degradation of standing in line for the most basic of needs
– food. I was completely humbled and embarrassed.
I never thought I’d be in that predicament.
To save money, I bought cheap food and did my
best to decrease my portions, but I still needed
food banks. Sometimes I had to stand in line for
two hours to get food. Once, when I had to wait for
more than three hours in a crowded room, I had a
full-blown panic attack from which my friend had
to talk me down. But I was grateful for anything and
everything I was given to eat.
One of the hard parts was that I never knew what
I was going to get. This was a completely foreign
world for me, in that I was used to being able to
shop for exactly what I wanted. Now I was completely dependent on whatever the food banks had
to give. For a long time, I was fortunate to get frozen
raw chicken, which was wrapped in plain plastic,
with no labeling or dates. Suddenly, that ended.
I’ll never forget when they gave out horrible precooked, frozen sausage patties. I needed the protein,
so I ate them and was grateful.
I was extremely lucky to have met a volunteer who
helped me a great deal at a food bank. This wonderful woman, my saving angel, met with me privately
to give me food and sundries.
With every handout of food, there was an overwhelming sense of shame. However, the volunteers
at the food banks were never judgmental and were
always nice, gracious and treated everyone with
respect. It was I who was the hardest on myself. I
couldn’t believe I had let my life get that bad.
Putting my own humiliation aside, what was
so alarming was how many people were in such
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‘Kill the Koch Brothers,’ a Three-act Play by Ava Lyon

desperate need as I. They were nice people who did
nothing wrong but were merely victims of a declining economy, with no job and no hope.
Now I see signs directing people on how to obtain
food by calling 311, but back then, we had to find
out mostly through word-of-mouth. There was no
central clearinghouse information. Often, while
waiting in line, people would exchange details on
other food banks. I was also struck by the fortitude
of my fellow line bearers. I was lucky enough to
have a car. Many people had to carry heavy food
bags home on buses or even carry them on foot.
For more than two years, hunger was my constant
companion. Fear and depression never left my side.
I was in a hole from which I could not escape. But
when I saw people pushing their shopping carts
containing all of their worldly possessions and other
homeless people sleeping on the ground, I was very
grateful to at least have had a roof over my head and
a bed in which to sleep.
Hungry and desperate people are all around you.
They may be your neighbors who have fallen on difficult times. They’re the people with cardboard signs
who beg at lights and bus stops. Hunger crosses all
race, gender, age and religious lines.
After struggling for so long, I finally found a parttime job. This completely turned things around; it
saved my life. Soon, I was free of my dependence on
food banks. I couldn’t believe this awful siege had
finally ended although the nightmare left a permanent stain on my psyche.
It took me some time to start buying better food. I
had become so used to eating just to survive, not for

pleasure or health. It is still difficult to pass places
where not that long ago I was standing in line for
food.
While driving around, a disturbing pattern forms.
I see many homeless people, but I also see people
with walkers, canes, wheelchairs, oxygen, and the
like. It is a physical representation of their damaged
psyches and wills. They are broken people with
shattered lives.
I will always be eternally grateful to the tireless
volunteers who worked at the food banks and to the
generous people who donated food and money. You
helped me through the worst time in my life.
Susan E. Katz works as a part-time receptionist at an
Albuquerque office building.

Like it? Hate It?

The Mayor’s Central Avenue Bus Plan
Tell us (and City Hall) what you think of
Mayor Richard Berry’s plan for a
Bus Rapid Transit system on Central Avenue.
Add your voice to the discussion
through a new online poll by ABQ Free Press.
Visit freeabq.com and tell us what you think.
Voting ends at 5 p.m. Friday, March 4.
Results will be published in the March 9 issue of ABQ Free Press.

was seated in the front row of the
theater at the Lab School of the University of Chicago, anxiously awaiting
the start of the Thanksgiving play
when I was horrified to see printed on
the cover of the program the title “Kill
the Koch Brothers” by Ava Lyon, my
10-year-old granddaughter.
“Stop the play!” I shouted, leaping
from my seat. The chorus, a line of
9-year-olds, stared down at me from
the stage.
“You cannot do this!” I yelled.
“Why not?” answered a child, the
shortest in the line.
“Why not? Why not?” echoed the
chorus. I must say they looked pretty
cute standing there chanting.
“Because it is incendiary,” I answered.
“It’s a satire,” answered Mrs. Weinberg, the drama teacher. Her head
stuck out from behind a curtain. “Like
Jonathan Swift,” she threw in.
“It’s a comedy,” added one of the
9-year-olds.
“Swift? Really? For children? I had
no idea. Is it violent?”
“You mean like Hamlet?” answered
Mrs. Weinberg.
“It is nonviolent,” said the same
short 9-year-old girl from the chorus.
“Nonviolent! Nonviolent!” chanted
the chorus in an almost threatening
way.
Someone in the back yelled “Shut up!”
“Shut up! Shut up!” echoed the
chorus.
“Well I think you are all way out of
line,” I said as I sat back down and the
play began.
A teenager in a wheelchair rolled
himself from left to right across the
stage, a large sign hanging from the
side of his chair that read, “Act One,”
as everyone behind me applauded.
Then, I watched with pride the
children’s chorus create a space, and
out stepped young Ava, walking
with great dignity to the very edge
of the stage. Blazoned across her
black T-shirt were the words printed
in block letters, “I will live to be one
hundred.”
“The Earth is dying,” said Ava, the
first words of the play.
“Greed!” said the 9-year-old.
“Greed! Greed! Greed!” chanted the
chorus.
“We will all choke to death,” said Ava.
Then she coughed three times and
said, “Democracy will collapse.”
“Greed, greed, greed,” said the
chorus.

“There is no greater cause than to
save the planet, to save Mother Earth,
our home.”
“Democracy will collapse,” repeated the small child. “We will all
choke to death.”
“Death,” repeated the chorus.
Off in the background, I could hear
singing, very quiet at first. They were
singing “The Battle Hymn of the
Republic.”
“In the beauty of the lilies Christ
was born across the sea.”
Then the chorus took it up with all
the children singing together, including Ava. I had no idea she could sing.
“He died to make men holy,
“He died to make men free …”
It was then that I realized that some
of the people behind me had begun to
cry. ...
I won’t bore you with the details
of the second and third acts, but I
must say it was a very impressive
performance for children so young.
But as I walked home through Hyde
Park on that drizzly November night,
I could not help but feel nervous, very
nervous, about the play.
A nonviolent play with a violent
incendiary title and a title using the
names of real people, written by my
granddaughter. I was filled with
pride but also filled with fear. Could
10-year-old Ava be held responsible
for threatening a person? Or were
they a corporation? But legally,

corporations were real people, so I
suppose I was just nitpicking. That’s
the difference between a senior citizen, with so much to lose, and these
bright young kids, thoughtless but
brave. They were right about greed,
though.
Greed was endangering the future
of human life on the planet. It was
beyond comprehension. Nothing like
this had ever happened. Civilization,
which for a University of Chicago student, began 2,500 years ago in Athens,
could end because of ours.
Who are the Koch Brothers, anyway? Perhaps they live on the part
where life will survive. Don’t they
have grandchildren? Are we really all
going to choke to death, or is it only
the young ones, like Ava’s cousin
Ozzy, born last year and who, with
the advances in medicine, might well
live for a hundred years?
By the time I reached home after the
long walk through the mist of a Chicago winter night, I was determined to
find out. Google certainly would know.
“Kill the Koch Brothers” could
not possibly be original, I thought.
There were so many hate groups on
American radio, there must be myriad
chat groups out there, conversations
conducted by lunatics and extremists,
that had already written these words
and commented on them every day.
But what if by typing those words
“Kill the Koch Brothers” into my

search engine would set off some
alarm? Got put onto a list? You have
to be extremely careful what you
write in your email nowadays. The
government has copies of everything,
just like George Orwell said they
would in “1984,” a book I am proud
to say was required reading at the university in 1960. My arms were out, my
hands were poised just above the keys
when I noticed they were shaking.
Was I actually afraid to type something into my computer, a research
question, inside my own home? I
gulped and did it. I typed “Kill the
Koch Brothers” into Google. I expected an avalanche of sites, a long
list of misfits that used these terrible
words, but the only thing that came
up, and it came up many times, was
the fact that the Koch Brothers had
successfully killed a documentary film
that had been made about them before
it could be broadcast on PBS. It said,
“Koch Brothers Kill Film.”
Maybe I should tell Ava to change
the title of her play to that, it’s more
democratic: “Koch Brothers Kill Film,”
a play in three acts by Ava Lyon.
Danny Lyon is a photo-journalist, writer
and filmmaker. His website is bleakbeauty.
com. He blogs at Dektol.wordpress.com.
Among his many books are “The Bikeriders,”“Conversations with the Dead,” and
“The Seventh Dog.” His latest non-fiction
book is “Like A Thief’s Dream.” He lives
in Bernalillo.
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Here’s One Soap Opera
That Should Be Cancelled

BY RICHARD STEVENS

T

he soap opera
is not dead. It
simply has blended
some of its timetested formulas with
the trashy, cutting
edge of “reality” TV
and unfortunately
is using The Pit for

the stage.
And lots of Lobo folks are tuning in.
And a few are tuning out.
It’s an interesting show with enough
twists to keep viewers on the edge of
their seats. However, the plot remains
consistent. Hovering around the
outstanding basketball given to us by
shooting guard Elijah Brown and power
forward Tim Williams – possibly the two
best players in the Mountain West – we
have a father-son sideshow.
What should we call it? “As the Neals
Turn.” “The Young (Neal) and the Restless (fans)” or maybe “All My Children
(Should Be Starting).”
Or is this more a “Father Doesn’t Know
Best” type of sitcom.
New Mexico Lobos Coach Craig Neal
continues to make horrendous mistakes
in how he deals with his son as a Lobo.
This presentation needs some second
thought, some common sense, and much
improved PR consultation. Lobo AD Paul
Krebs once hired a PR firm to help him
pull his butt out of a crack during “Mike
Locksley Gate.” Maybe that firm should
be brought in to help out Coach Neal. He
puts his foot in his mouth about as easily
as Brown knocks down free throws.
Coach Neal’s first mistake came early,
and we are not talking about the distinct
possibility that he greatly overestimated
his son’s ability. Coach Neal’s first mistake
was starting Cullen Neal in his first game
as a Lobo. Immediately, fans and other
Lobo players sensed favoritism. Bye, bye,
Alex Kirk! The wise and fair thing (to
Cullen) would have been to bring him off
the bench – for several games.
Coach Neal made another huge
mistake in Cullen’s sophomore year when
he placed his injured son on the bench
right next to the coaching staff and tried
to convince the “gullible” Lobo fans that
this was because Cullen was a coach in a
player’s body.
Yeah, right. This was not the message
picked up by a Pit crowd not exactly
sweet on the former Eldorado High
School player, who made few fans in
opposing high-school gyms with his
punkish behavior.
The other day in a post-game interview,
Coach Neal credited an outstanding

scoring effort by Tim Williams to Cullen
recognizing that the ball should be
thrown inside. Heck, maybe any Lobo
could have scored those 30-plus points. It
was the passes; not the shots.
The latest PR fiasco by Neal came
during a news conference when he
mentioned his son was receiving death
threats along with harassment from
Lobo fans. The Journal’s Mark Smith
(beat writer Geoff Grammer must have
been picking up Neal’s laundry that day)
followed up the allegations with a story
telling how Coach Neal met with the cops
but never mentioned death threats.
Makes no sense, huh? Your son gets
death threats. You meet with law
enforcement about the harassment.
You don’t mention life-threatening
comments.
What this looks like to a lot of Lobo
fans is a dishonest attempt by Coach
Neal to generate “love” for his son. OK,
that’s fine. We all want our kids to be
loved. But if there were no death threats,
then Coach Neal did a disservice to Lobo
fans. Neal even suggested that the bad
behavior of Lobo fans was hurting his
recruiting.
This is an ill-advised strategy by Coach
Neal. This is a slap in the face to all Lobo
fans. Neal might have generated some
support for Cullen – and the kid is slowly
earning it – but it is not a good PR move
by a Lobo coach to take a shot at Lobo
fans, especially when your team appears
to be heading to the NIT.
The support that this community gives
a program that has never even reached
the Sweet 16 might be unequaled in
college ball. The Lobo fans might just be
the primary reason for a player to come
to New Mexico and bask in the love of
The Pit.
Now, they are being projected as vile
and heartless creatures with no love
for their Pit heroes? Now, they are
being projected as roadblocks to future
recruitment?
And who brought these (possibly
false) allegations to the forefront, to the
media’s attention?
If Coach Neal really believes this, then
maybe he should think about coaching
in some other venue in front of other
fans. Maybe Steve Alford is looking for
an assistant.

Richard Stevens is a former sports
writer for The Albuquerque Tribune.
More recently, he was an insider at the
Lobo athletic department. Reach him at
rstev50@gmail.com

CALLING
ALL PETS
Send it to

Bobbie Shelton sent us this
photo of Jake and Millie.
“Jake (left) is a 13-inch tri-color
beagle, while his sister Millie
is a pocket beagle,” Bobbie said.
“She is a rescue and I had
no idea there was such a thing
as a ‘pocket beagle,’ which is
a beagle/dachshund cross.”

petphotos@freeabq.com
Include your name, phone number, and your pet’s name,
and we’ll try to reserve their spot in the pet parade.
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Winter Getaway: Sun,
Cactus League, Golf

BY DAN VUKELICH

out•doors (out-dawrz) n.

The world outside of or away
from the conﬁ nes of a building

Play and Earn
FREE GOLF in 2016.
Join the Champions Club.

NOW ON SALE

199

$

30 Rainbow Road NE • Albuquerque, NM
505.798.3990 • sandiagolf.com

G

olfers are genetically disposed to
shop for deals when they travel to
warm-weather golf destinations such as
Phoenix, so this may sound counterintuitive:
Stop shopping and remember three
words: TPC, Scottsdale and Fairmont –
the single best golf value you’ll find this
winter.
Hold on, you say. “He’s talking about
a golf course that charges $299 for
18 holes like it’s a bargain. Is he on
crack?” For those of you heading to
the Valley of the Sun to catch some of
Major League Baseball’s month of spring
training, allow me to explain.
The Fairmont Scottsdale Princess, a
sprawling AAA 5-diamond property,
has standard hotel and private condo
options, all of which qualify as “luxury”
by any definition of the term.
For nongolfers, the resort has proximity to shopping and a luxury spa. For
golfers, its golf concierge has a special
relationship with the TPC (translation:
clout to get a tee time) plus a free
shuttle for you, your clubs and your
buddies to and from the course.
For folks who like an added measure
of exclusivity (and you know who you
are), there’s the resort’s Fairmont Gold
section, a group of 69 separate condos
with private lounge, honor bar, hot
continental breakfast, secure parking
and what seems like a battalion of staff
ready to do guests’ bidding.
The TPC golf experience is rock solid,
unlike anything else you’ll find in
Arizona or in Florida. The forecaddies
who run ahead and spot your ball are
so good reading their greens that when
they say two balls out, they mean two

balls out, no more, no less.
And there’s the 16th hole on the
Stadium Course, where you can get a
sense of the Roman Coliseum drama
during the Phoenix Waste Management
Open of playing a tee shot inside a
stadium bigger than most minor-league
baseball parks.
The TPC’s practice facilities are as
superb as are the course conditions. If
you’re on the range and hitting out of
a divot, it’s because you just made that
divot. And the clubhouse and on-course
service is attentive but not intrusive.
Now, let’s talk about that $299 greens
fee.
That’s the daily-fee rack rate. Only a
cigar-chomping fat cat who just rolled
up in a limo without a tee time pays
that.
Instead, sign on for a TPC stay-play
package through March 31 that gets
you three nights at the Princess, a round
at the TPC Scottsdale Stadium Course,
another round at the TPC Champions
Course (no slouch of a course, by the
way), commemorative bag tag, forecaddie and range balls – all for $579 per
golfer, double occupancy.
Also included in that deal are three
hours of personalized instruction at the
TPC’s TOUR Academy, free club rentals if
you need them, and 50 percent off for a
day at the Fairmont spa.
If you do the math, you’ll see that
sometimes the ala carte discount option
isn’t always the right play when the goal
is scoring real golf value.

Dan Vukelich is editor of ABQ Free
Press. He previously was editor of
Sun Country Golf, New Mexico’s
statewide golf magazine.

Fifteen baseball teams train in the Phoenix Metro Area between

March 1 and April 3, the opening of the Major League Baseball season. Each of
the spring training stadiums has its own character. Some games, such as the
White Sox-Cubs matchup on March 18 sold out long ago, but most tickets are
between $22 and $39. Lawn seats can be had for as little as $5.
Team
Park
Town
White Sox............................ Camelback Ranch....................Glendale
Dodgers .............................. Camelback Ranch ...................Glendale
Brewers ............................... Maryvale Park..........................Phoenix
A’s ........................................ Hohokam Park......................... Mesa
Diamondbacks.................... Salt River Fields........................Scottsdale
Rockies ................................ Salt River Fields .......................Scottsdale
Royals.................................. Surprise Recreation.................Surprise
Rangers................................ Surprise Recreation ................Surprise
Indians................................. Goodyear Ballpark ..................Goodyear
Reds..................................... Goodyear Ballpark...................Goodyear
Cubs..................................... Sloan Park................................Mesa
Padres.................................. Peoria Sports Complex............Peoria
Mariners ............................. Peoria Sports Complex ...........Peoria
Giants ................................. Scottsdale Stadium .................Scottsdale
Angels ................................. Tempe Diablo Stadium ...........Tempe
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Local Golf Courses Gear up for 2016 Season

BY DAN VUKELICH

T

here are big changes at some of Albuquerque’s
golf courses as managers prepare for the 2016
golf season, which started early thanks to a warm
February and will get rolling by April 7, when The
Masters tees off at Augusta National Golf Club.
Here’s what’s new for 2016:

Isleta Eagle Golf Club

Isleta is in the second year of a three-year
greens-rebuilding project. The Arroyo Nine of the
27-hole facility was rebuilt last year. The Lakes Nine
is being done now, and the Mesa Nine will be resurfaced starting in the fall, said Director of Golf Mike
Ciolek.
The new greens are seeded with Dominator, a bentgrass hybrid that is more drought tolerant and less
susceptible to disease than the old greens’ Pencross
bentgrass. The putting green is being relocated to the
west side of the clubhouse, and the practice green on
the north side of the building is being converted to a
chipping green, Ciolek said.

Sandia Golf Club

A coursewide bunker rebuilding project is almost
finished. The process, known in the industry as the
“Better Billy Bunker” method, involves removing all
sand, installing a layer of pea gravel sprayed with a
polymer to stabilize it while remaining water permeable, and layering new sand on top.
The method eliminates the need for plastic or geotextile liners, which get snagged by bunker rakes and
deteriorate when edges are exposed to sunlight. “It
makes for good drainage and no contamination from
the soil below,” said Matt Molloy, Sandia’s general
manager and director of golf.
Sandia has a new fleet of Club Car carts with the
Visage GPS system with the ability to communicate
with the golf shop and snack bar and display realtime tournament scores. A new forward tee has been
installed on No. 6, the driveable par 4 on the southwest
corner of the course, that eliminates the forced-carry tee
shot and allows the hole to be played as a par 3.
Last year, Sandia built a special events pavilion next
to the clubhouse and spa for weddings and meetings
that can hold up to 325 people.

Cochiti Golf Club

The turnaround continues at the Robert Trent Jones
Jr.-designed golf course under CEO Ken Blake and
Director of Operations Mark Swanson. The tribe’s investment of $300,000 in new maintenance equipment
four years ago is being followed by another $300,000
purchase of Jacobsen equipment this year.
A testament to Cochiti’s turnaround was its selection as the venue for the 2016 New Mexico-West
Texas Open, the state’s premier amateur championship, to be held June 24-26. “They came to us about
hosting the event, which says a lot,” Blake said.
Maintenance practices under Superintendent Leon
Trujillo played a big part. In addition to mowing,
verti-cutting and rolling his greens, this season
Trujillo will be grooming them, which involves a final
mow with a special attachment that stands the grass
up vertically before it is cut to deliver a more uniform
final surface.

Courtesy Isleta Eagle Golf Course

The Isleta Eagle Golf Course is resurfacing its 27 greens, which haven’t undergone renovation since the course opened in 1996.

Cochiti is getting a new fleet of EZ Go golf carts.
The golf shop is adding more equipment brands
and plans an aggressive golf equipment marketing
campaign to fill the gap left by the closure of Albuquerque’s Golf Mart this past fall.

Santa Ana Golf Club, Twin Warriors Golf Club

Santa Ana has new Yamaha golf carts with the Visage GPS system, and all sand bunkers at the 27-hole
Santa Ana facility and its 18-hole sister course, Twin
Warriors, have been renovated.
“Significant precipitation during the winter has us
heading into March with excellent conditions at both
Santa Ana and Twin,” said Derek Gutierrez, general
manager and director of golf.
Monthly demo days to showcase new golf clubs
will be held through the spring and summer, Gutierrez said. Both courses are offering the Nike N7 line of
apparel, shoes and accessories.
Twin now offers a $25 nine-hole rate on Saturdays
and Sundays, with players starting on No. 10 for the
first two hours of the day.
Four big-screen TVs have been installed in the
Wind Dancer Bar and Grill and two on the covered
clubhouse portico. The Wind Dancer will offer a new
menu and a new selection of beers starting in April.
The on-property Prairie Star restaurant will feature
beer and wine pairings with dinner, and its Friday
night music events will resume on April 29.

UNM Championship Golf Course

UNM will host the 2016 NCAA Division 1 Men’s
regional tournament May 16-18 and the Division 1
Women’s regional in May 2017, said General Manager
Adam Roybal. The course is fielding a PGA of America Junior League Team, the golf equivalent of Little

League baseball. UNM is making a marketing push to
recruit New Mexican players over 55, Roybal said.

Desert Greens Golf Course

Another 4 acres of grass is being xeriscaped to reduce
water consumption, bringing to 16 the total acreage of
turf removed in the past few years. Replacing it will be
crusher fine and drought-tolerant native plants. Work
is under way to construct new forward and senior
tees. The grill has been converted to an indoor-outdoor
facility through installation of retractable garage doors,
said Head Professional John Kienle.

City golf courses

The big news at Albuquerque’s four municipal
courses is a controversial change of management at
Ladera Golf Course.
Ladera will be operated by Espinoza PE & Golf, a
company organized by long-time Arroyo Del Oso
pros Bill Harvey and Gerome Espinoza, whose bid
won a city competition to replace West Side Golf.
That company, owned by Ladera operators Sam and
Wright Zimmerly, saw its seven-year contract expire
on Dec. 31.
Although there is no ill will between the Zimmerlys
and the newcomers, the Zimmerlys are likely to file suit
against the City of Albuquerque over the change. They
argue that for more than a decade, they were saddled
with an unplayable course thanks to the city’s benign
neglect and were nearly driven into bankruptcy.
Poor conditions at Ladera, which is maintained by
City of Albuquerque maintenance crews, led the course
to be dropped from the rotation of the City Men’s Golf
Championship for several years. Only after a $2 million
renovation completed last year will the course return to
the rotation this summer.
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O! Tucson: Hipster Haven & Hiking Hotbed

travel

BY ABBY FELDMAN

T

ucson, Ariz., should be near the
top of your list for neighboring
vacation destinations. The weather
is decidedly temperate this time of
year, and opportunities for pleasant
outdoor exploration are plentiful.
New Mexicans may be curious to
discover what Tucson has on offer,
with a population size and cultural
makeup similar to Albuquerque, and
nearly everything in town accessible
by bicycle.
Looking for something more modern? Tucson also boasts a burgeoning
farm-to-table dining movement, craft
beer and cocktail bars, quality coffee
shops and retail boutiques dealing in
rarities, all along the brand-new light
rail route.
Lodging in Tucson is eclectic and
varied. If you’re in search of a family-oriented place to hang your hat, the
Westin La Paloma Resort plays host
to an outstanding array of aquatic
amenities (think water slides, mineral
pool and swim-up bar), a 27-hole Jack
Nicklaus-designed golf course and a
kids club with activities to entertain
your children while you sip a margarita poolside.

For ultra-clickable and

web-exclusive content,
visit freeabq.com
On the other end of the spectrum
is Hotel Congress, an urban historic
hotel in downtown Tucson that stars
in-room rotary telephones, turn-dial
radios and a vintage, rock-n-roll flair –
all sans television. Guests are encouraged to bring their own earplugs as
the parties in the lobby and the hotel’s
various bars and nightclub can get
rather, well, boisterous.
Club Congress has been called
the city’s best dance club and often
features touring acts; they also host an
out-of-this-era ’80s and ’90s-themed
night that’s always well attended.
Hotel guests and locals alike swear by
Cup Café’s extensive brunch menu
and Bloody Mary bar. There’s a rapid
transit stop right outside the hotel,
which makes it a convenient home
base for touring Downtown.
Outdoor enthusiasts choose from a
plethora of hiking and biking paths.
The temperature currently hovers
around 80 degrees, so it’s a perfect

time to get out on those Sonoran
Desert trails that are too hot to explore
most times of year.
One of many parks in the mountain
ranges surrounding Tucson, Saguaro
National Park beckons with a multitude of hiking and mountain biking
trails, guided tours and presentations.
There are plenty of bike rental
choices, but the most environmentally
conscious and community-minded
place is Bicycle Inter-Community
Art and Salvage aka BICAS, where
they can set you up with a proper
bike; they also offer courses driven
by citizen input. BICAS even creates
recycled art out of parts they can no
longer use.
Get your fill of saguaros and
sweeping, majestic views, then head
back into town for dinner at one of
Tucson’s fine eateries. For family fun,
check out Pinnacle Peak, but don’t
wear a necktie — they’ll cut it off and
nail it to the rafters. They rib diners
about formal attire, but they’re deadly
serious about their steaks. This is a
great place for the meat-and-potatoes
crowd. It’s situated on an authentic
Old West movie set, so patrons get a

side of gunslinging when the nightly
shootout goes down right outside the
restaurant’s front door.
Other options include the “Best
of the Barrio” food tour, where you
can sample several Mexican delights
typical to the Sonoran region.
At the 5 Points Market & Restaurant, diners can chow down on local,
seasonal ingredients in a chic, unpretentious setting that’s in walking
distance from the retail delights of
Fourth Avenue — a mall with vintage
boutiques, trendy bars and buzzing
coffee shops. Check out the Fourth
Avenue Spring Street Fair from April
1–3 for the total experience.
Even the swankiest spots in Tucson welcome the casually attired,
and New Mexicans will feel right at
home in the jeans and cowboy boots
we’re accustomed to. The unique flair
of the desert environment, people,
food, drink and culture of Tucson is
such a classic fit for New Mexican
sensibilities, you might even consider
relocating.
World traveler, devoted foodie and allaround bon vivant Abby Feldman reports
on her excursions for ABQ Free Press.
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Find True North in Santa Fe
BY SAMANTHA ANNE CARRILLO

T

he architecture and aesthetic of
New Mexico’s capital city is so
iconic that Santa Fe’s very name is
used as a shortcut to describe a visual
style. From Georgia O’Keeffe’s imagery of Ranchos de Taos, animal skulls
and Jimson weed to the historic adobe
cityscape, Santa Fe offers entertainment, sustenance and eye candy for
Inn and Spa at Loretto
travelers of all sorts.
The color palette at the Inn and Spa at Loretto is Instagram-worthy.
It’s impossible to write about Santa
Fe without touching on the city’s vast
nmrestaurantweek.com for more info.
If you dig beer and spirits, check out
museum landscape. From Museum
Let’s
never
imagine
a
world
without
Santa
Fe Brewing Co., Draft Station,
Hill – which boasts international folk
theobromine
or
caffeine,
and
Santa
Fe
Blue
Corn,
Chama River, La Cumbre,
art, Spanish Colonial folk art and
has
some
rad
spots
to
get
your
chocoSecond
Street
Brewery or Santa Fe
Native American art at Wheelright
late
and
coffee
on.
Generations
of
artSpirits.
Museum – to Downtown’s Museum
ists have relied on these chemicals, and
If you’re a fan of live music, visit
of Contemporary Native Arts, Georgia
the trend shows no sign of abating.
the Santa Fe Opera, the punk-infused
O’Keeffe Museum and SITE Santa
I recommend checking out artsy,
Matador, the jazzy boisterous High
Fe, there’s more art – and varieties of
breakfast/lunch
and
cash-only
Note, experimental High Mayhem
it – in Santa Fe than you can shake a
Counter
Culture,
old
world-inspired
Emerging Arts, forward-thinking
periwinkle coyote at.
ECCO
Espresso
and
Gelato,
hobnobvenues Skylight and Skylab and
From classic early American and
bing
hub
Downtown
Subscription,
sports bar Boxcar. And you needn’t be
Native American art to thoroughly
congenial
Holy
Spirit
Espresso
and
a George R.R. Martin obsessive – alpostmodern art collective Meow
specialty
purveyor
Iconik
Coffee
though it doesn’t hurt – to appreciate
Wolf – whose grand opening happens
Roasters.
the new and improved Jean Cocteau
March 17 – there’s bound to be an
For the sweet stuff, head to Kakawa
Cinema.
exhibit or installation that’ll catch
Chocolate
House
for
hot
chocolate,
Upcycled fashion mavens should
your breath.
The
French
Pastry
Shop
for
croissants,
add
Art.i.fact, HYPERCLASH and
Speaking of catching your breath,
Loyal
Hound
for
beignets
and
Whoo’s
with an extra 1,187 feet of elevation
Donuts for those perfect circles.
compared to Albuquerque, the air is a
It’s not hard to find a great meal in
bit thinner in Santa Fe. Fun fact: AthSanta
Fe, but for a minimal additional
letes visit Santa Fe to train at a higher
elevation.
For those seeking local
flavor, Santa Fe’s dining
scene runs the gamut.
From haute cuisine to
Five & Dime General
Store’s storied Frito Pie,
mouthwatering foodstuffs abound.
If you’re in the market
for fine dining, you can’t
go wrong at Southwestern, minimalist Santacafé;
farm-inspired eatery and
bourbon bar Radish &
Roshi Joan Halifax
Rye (reviewed on page
Picacho Peak keeps watch over Upaya Zen Center.
23 of this issue); New
America meets New
investment, you can actually learn
Mexican at Coyote Cafe; and Canyon
how to cook at the Santa Fe School
Road standard The Compound.
of Cooking. Classes include tradiThe Shed is a James Beard
tional nuevomexicano, contemporary
Award-winning experience that’s
Southwestern and regional Mexican,
still relaxed enough to host a minian O’Keeffe course that uses the
family reunion to introduce far-flung
renowned artist’s own farm-inspired
relatives to the wonders of green (and
recipes, and high-altitude baking.
red) chile.
Specialized red and green chile
The Taos/Northern New Mexico
classes, along with workshops on
segment of the 7th Annual New
tamales, rellenos, tacos, burritos and
Mexico Restaurant Week goes
salsa could very well enhance your
on through Sunday, Feb. 28; visit
everyday life.

Double Take to their shopping list.
Relax at Ten Thousand Waves,
which offers baths, a spa, food and
lodging, or unwind at the Inn and Spa
at Loretto – boasting Santa Fe’s only
penthouse suite – which offers aprèsski packages alongside sumptuous
Southwestern luxury. Don’t neglect to
see the miraculous architecture of the
Loretto spiral staircase.
Get away to Upaya Zen Center
for daily, donation-based zazen
meditation, dharma talks, retreats
and other programs to cultivate a
mental framework for compassionate
engagement with the world … and
yourself. Founded by Roshi Joan
Halifax, a Buddhist and Zen priest,
anthropologist and pioneer of endof-life care, Upaya provides escape to
contemplate the inescapable nature of
suffering and possibility – or the next
thing to explore in Santa Fe.
Samantha Anne Carrillo is a situationist,
fourth-wave feminist and managing editor
at ABQ Free Press.

For a fully hyperlinked version of
this article, visit freeabq.com
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Matters of the Art: Lit, Zen and Creative Women
BY M. BRIANNA STALLINGS

reetings, Matters of the Art readers,
I’m filling in for the eminent
Lisa Barrow, who’s making a human
at the moment.

Lusty lit at The Tannex

Leap Reading curator Marya Errin
Jones promises grown-up guests some
sexy fun with readings from lascivious
local zinesters, a photo booth, games
and raffle prizes. The suggested
donation is $5. Sorry, lit kids: this zine
reading is definitely adults only.
For more info, visit bit.ly/LeapReading.

Natalie Goldberg at Bookworks

2016 looks like another interesting
zig in the expansive, zigzagging
journey of writer Natalie Goldberg. In
addition to marking the 30th anniversary of her seminal work “Writing
Down the Bones: Freeing the Writer
Within” with a new edition, Goldberg
is promoting a new essay collection.
Get your literary om on at her reading
at Bookworks (4022 Rio Grande NW)
on Friday, March 4, at 6 p.m.
Her 1986 classic “Writing Down the
Bones” sold over a million copies and
has been translated into 12 languages,
gracing bookshelves of writers of all
ages, the world over. A student of Zen
Buddhism for over 30 years, Goldberg
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Santa Fe’s Seasonal Soulmate: Radish & Rye

by ABBY FELDMAN

G

So you’ve developed a cavity from
all the half-price Valentine’s Day candy
you bought, and now you’re looking
for something wordsy with a bit of
spice. Look no further than the Leap
Reading at The Tannex (1417 Fourth
SW) on Monday, Feb. 29, at 7 p.m.
The space — home to an extensive
zine library and the site of several previous events for the annual ABQ Zine
Fest — has presented comparable evenings in years past, including Dirty
Zine Readings
and a night
of Smut
Trivia.

FOOD/DRINK

explores writing as Zen practice.
With “The Great Spring,” Goldberg
examines maintaining longevity in
the writing life through humorous,
insightful essays set in locales ranging
from New Mexico’s deserts to Japanese monasteries and the French
countryside.
Several of Goldberg’s “The Great
Spring: Writing, Zen,
and this Zigzag
Life” essays
were previously
published in
various forms
in several
magazines, including
“Shambhala Sun” (now “Lion’s
Roar”) and “Creative Nonfiction.”
Author Ruth Ozeki praised the collection, saying Goldberg “follows her
own sage counsel, writing her way
toward an understanding of what it
is to be fully alive.” Get more details
from Bookworks by calling 344-8139
or visiting bkwrks.com/great-spring.

Women & Creativity at 516,
IPCC

Every March, we celebrate International Women’s History Month,
commemorating achievements made
by female figures past and present.
This year marks the 11th anniversary
of New Mexico’s annual Women &
Creativity Month, a month-long series
of events at a variety of Albuquerque
venues. All events promote awareness
of innovative contributions from
women working across many creative
disciplines.
516 ARTS and the Indian Pueblo
Cultural Center are two of many
Albuquerque art spaces participating
in this year’s events. On Thursday,
March 10, at 6 p.m., 516 ARTS (516

Central SW)
presents “The Harvey Girls: Opportunity Bound” alongside conversation
with filmmaker
Katrina Parks and
author Carolyn
Meyer. Parks is the
documentarian
behind “Opportunity Bound,”
a film that tells
the stories of the
titular “girls,” over
100,000 women so
nicknamed for
their employer, hospitality mogul
Fred Harvey.
Over the course of 80 years, the
Harvey Girls worked as railroad
station waitresses in one of the first
all-female American workforces.
Parks’ documentary has appeared on
over a dozen PBS stations nationwide.
Meyer, meanwhile, is the author of “Diary of a Waitress: The
Not-So-Glamorous Life of a Harvey
Girl,” an historical YA novel set in 1926.
The Harvey Girls are now regarded
as vitally important to the development of New Mexico.
The evening happens
as part of 516 ARTS
exhibition “At Home
in the World.” Check
out Megan Kamerick’s
coverage of “At Home
in the World at
bit.ly/FrontierMentalityABQFP.
Women pass along
recipes and knowledge of our grandmothers’ names to
the next generation.
We teach important
life lessons through
storytelling. We stitch
up heirloom quilts
we give as wedding
gifts. That’s why
the Indian Pueblo
Cultural Center (2401
12th Street NW) is
hosting “Women as
Creators and Keepers
of Tradition,” two
days of events examining ways that Pueblo
and Native American
women carry on their
many creative cultural
traditions.

Scope info on all of this year’s Women &
Creativity Month events at
womenandcreativity.org

Events start at noon on Saturday,
March 12, and Sunday, March 13, at
the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center
(IPCC). Pottery dances and traditional
songs from Zuni Olla Maidens begin
each day’s events.
Saturday’s events include “Lucy
Lewis: Celebrating the Legacy,”
exploring the legacy of Acoma Pueblo
pottery legend Lewis at 1 p.m., and
a screening of “A Thousand Voices,”
a documentary about New Mexico
Native American women, at 3 p.m.
On Sunday starting at 1 p.m., guests
can take in “A View into the Collection,” an exclusive look at artwork
from IPCC’s vault. Works by Pueblo
painters Pablita Velarde (!), Helen
Hardin and Margarete Bagshaw will
be on display.
All events are free with museum
admission, which ranges from $5 for
adults to free for the under-5 set. For
more info, call IPCC at 843-7270 or
visit indianpueblo.org.

U

nless you’ve been living under
a rock for the past 8 months,
you’ve probably heard the buzz about
Santa Fe’s new farm-inspired gem
Radish & Rye. This bluegrass- and
bourbon-themed restaurant and bar
offers a dining experience that sates
discerning diners’ refined palates
while retaining a relaxed feel.
Radish & Rye
548 Agua Fria St., Santa Fe
(505) 930-5325
Dinner Tuesday-Sunday 5 p.m. to close

On my first visit, I was so bowled
over by the exquisite presentation,
attentive service, complex flavor
profiles and striking cocktails that I’m
honor-bound to return. Wanting to
sample everything Radish & Rye has
on offer, I invited three friends to join
me for this exploratory meal. Dining
with others affords one the privilege
of enjoying more than a single diner
or even a couple could accommodate.
As we entered, a glass window
— on the floor! — revealed a view of
ancient-looking stairs descending into
a cellar. Our server Chris explained
this area is used to store chocolates
and a wide selection of half-bottles;
Radish & Rye prefers to serve these
to give guests an opportunity to try
more varieties of vino.

Abby Feldman

The Foraged Mushroom Chowder at Radish &
Rye stars local mushrooms, chile, saffron and a
delectable smoked marrow bone.

Our corner table was tucked into
a back room. While a mite noisy,
the surrounding volume level still
allowed for normal conversational
tones and a trickle of the Mumford &
Sons-esque soundtrack.
The cocktail, dessert and wine
menus are crafted of leather and
natural grain wood, proffering a
highbrow rural feel. The food menus
for this season are printed on antiqued

card stock, and out-of-season menus
were used in creative ways, namely
as coasters and envelopes for patrons’
bills.
Once seated, we excitedly began
with in-house mixologist Quinn M.
Stephenson’s carefully curated cocktails. Most are made with a deeply
intoxicating, hand-selected 90 proof
Buffalo Trace Bourbon. I’ve never had
anything like the Abuelito. A mixture
of bourbon, carpano vermouth and
bitters was garnished with a deepblack cherry on a skewer, a giant ice
cube and a whiff of sweet tobacco.
You might picture a distinguished
gentleman with an elegant pipe
puffing smoke into glasses assembly
line-style, but Chris assured us that
a combustion “gun” injects just the
right amount of hygienically acquired
smoke before serving.
The Blood Orange Old Fashioned
was sweet and tart with a brown
sugar note resulting from a caramelized orange slice. A companion
savored two while eyeballing the
rest of the compelling selection. An
amuse-bouche of duck fat-infused
sweet and sour popcorn accompanied
the cocktails. With a surprising flavor
profile not unlike corn and duck-flavored sour candy, the popcorn really
wakes up the taste buds and cuts the
sweetness of the cocktails.
Delighting in the tapas-style dining,
we began our meal with the radicchio
salad with sharp, creamy anchovy
dressing, croutons and toasted piñon.
This creative take on a classic Caesar
salad was enhanced by the seeds’
nuttiness and the use of the hearty,
slightly bitter radicchio as opposed to
watery, flavorless romaine.
The salad was quickly followed by
the Steak Tartare, which was seasoned
to perfection with salt, red chile and
an ample spark of black pepper. Since
the diced steak was quite lean, the
addition of a fatty quail egg yolk and
lime oil provided divine counterbalance. We quickly devoured this dish,
soundtracked by a growing cacophony of positive exclamations.
We tried five additional small plates
and sampled two larger plates. The
standout was the Foraged Mushroom
Chowder, made with local wild
mushrooms, cubes of soft, smooth
potato, slices of Serrano chile, saffron
threads and the pièce de résistance: an
exquisitely smoked marrow bone.
The buttery, fire-roasted marrow
accentuated this spicy chowder

Abby Feldman

The flavor of Radish & Rye’s Chocolate Pot de
Crème is accented with a hint of Chimayo red
chile and chocolate “dirt” beneath an airy layer
of Chantilly cream.

impeccably. Our attentive, knowledgeable server explained that seasonal menu changes often substitute
ingredients rather than entire dishes
or flavor profiles. In the summer, this
same chowder is made with corn
instead of mushrooms.
For dessert, we ordered the Chocolate Pots de Crème, which are
composed of light Chimayo chocolate
pudding, a heavenly Chantilly cream
and chocolate “dirt” reminiscent of

Oreo cookie crumbs. The Pots de
Crème were a hit with the entirety
of the table; this dish indisputably
satisfied my extreme fondness for
chocolate, and I would personally
return just for this confection.
The best part of this foodie’s meal
came when I inquired whether
Executive Chef David Gaspar de Alba
was in the kitchen today. Our server
assured me that he’s present for nearly
every service, as are owners Camille
Brenner and Dru Ruebush. Radish
& Rye seems genuinely dedicated to
bringing together the best possible
ingredients and flavors for the benefit
of Santa Fe diners.
From décor, to the food, to the
ambiance, this restaurant shines. Mark
Radish & Rye down as a can’t-miss
on your next getaway to The City
Different.
World traveler, devoted foodie and
all-around bon vivant Abby Feldman
reports on her culinary excursions for
ABQ Free Press.
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Beertown: One for All and All for Draught

DRINK

BY TY BANNERMAN

W

ith warmer winds pushing their
way into the Burque environs
last weekend, I found myself longing
for the open road. So I packed up the
fam and headed south to Cloudcroft,
N.M., for a few days of relaxation and
the kind of hiking you can manage
with the under-8 set in tow.
If you’re a fan of Confederate flags
and fudge shops, Cloudcroft is a fine
town — and it’s close enough to White
Sands, N.M., to make it a perfect
stopover point — but our culinary
excursions there left a great deal to be
desired.
Case in point, the dire dining options at the grill near our hotel left me
feeling glum and downright homesick
... until I realized the establishment’s
bar offered Marble Brewery’s IPA
on draft, right between Budweiser
and Coors. My mood immediately,
miraculously improved. So congrats,
Marble! As far as I’m concerned,
you’re the best part of eating out in
Cloudcroft.
I’d endanger my beer maven cred
if I left readers with the impression
that all points south are a veritable
barley wasteland. Not at all! In fact,
I visited a fave brewery-cum-restaurant, Las Cruces’ palatial Pecan Grill

Got a hot tip on Albuquerque’s beer scene?
Know of a seasonal draft I’ve simply got to try?
Drop me a line at beertownabq@gmail.com

Director James Cady is

Brewniversity

Target acquired

In this edition of
Beertown, our streak
of announcing yet
another just-opened
Albuquerque taproom continues. This
time, Bow & Arrow
Brewing Co. takes the
point position, whistling through the air
and plunking solidly
onto their target at
602 McKnight Ave.
NW. The pub boasts
a tasting room and an
outdoor patio for all
your tippling needs.
Here’s a toast to the
neophyte business:
May Bow & Arrow
always hit its mark.

Brew of the
fortnight
Courtesy of Lizard Tail Brewing

A draught of “silky sweet, almost liqueur-like” Belgian Strong Dark strikes
a blackberry-tinged 9.7 percent ABV pose at Lizard Tail Brewing.

In honor of the
second season of
“Breaking Bad” spinoff-prequel “Better

‘Philadelphia Story’ Proves
Witty Battle of the Exes
BY BARRY GAINES

and Brewery, the next day. Not only
does the place offer a full lineup
of 12 distinct ales — try the Desert
Stout! — but the food is knock-youon-your-ass great. Lunch at Pecan
Grill and the natural wonder of White
Sands National Monument made the
whole trip worthwhile.
Hopefully our state’s beer revolution will continue to expand into rural
New Mexico with a little help from
an institute of higher learning. With
the recent passing of a bond initiative, CNM is now poised to schedule
classes at their much-anticipated
brewing academy.
The program will school wanna-be
braumeisters on the finer points of
the transmogrification of barley, hops
and water into a treasured, hearty
brew, offering both a certificate and
associate’s degree. Courses on beer
styles and production techniques
begin this fall, and a brand-spankingnew brewing and catering building is
slated to appear in the
next few years.

theATER

Courtesy of Marble Brewery

A Marble Brewery patron finds enigmatic inspiration (and 7.8 percent ABV) in El Mysterio, an
American strong ale “reminiscent of dried fruit, tobacco and oak.”

Call Saul,” I suggest stopping by Lizard Tail Brewing (9800 Montgomery
NE), which is located just two doors
down from the location that served as
Saul’s law office during filming.
Love dark beer? Try the Belgian
Strong Dark, a silky sweet, almost liqueur-like swallow that packs a major
punch of alcohol (9.7 percent ABV) and
a blackberry tang on the finish. This is
not the beer for unsuspecting hopheads or lager lovers. If in doubt, order
a sampler before taking the plunge.
If strong and dark isn’t your thing, a
roster of other reptilian brews include
Bluetail Blond and Basilisk Brown.

Super Bowl of lies

Did you catch the Budweiser
commercial during this year’s Super
Bowl? It was the one that proudly
proclaimed that Budweiser stands
apart and above the craft beer revolution, complete with admonishments
against “sipping” or treating your
glass like a “fruit cup.” First, consider
the fact that Anheuser-Busch InBev,
the makers of Budweiser, has been
gobbling up craft breweries for years.
Even as the giant, multinational
company has adopted a “proud

macrobrew” posture, it greedily
acquired Goose Island, Four Peaks,
Breckenridge, Blue Point, 10 Barrel,
Elysian, Golden Road and Ballast
Point breweries, as well as significant
shares in Redhook, Widmer Brothers
and Kona Brewing Company.
And lest we forget, the “fruit cup”
approach of garnishing the rim of
your glass with an orange slice was
popularized in marketing for AB
InBev’s own Blue Moon brand of
wheat ale. I trust that my wildly
intelligent — and did I mention
attractive? — readers didn’t take this
slimy ad campaign at face value, but
the hypocrisy sticks in my craw.
If you feel the same, do as I do: the
next time that commercial airs, lift a
glass of your favorite locally brewed
ale proudly in one hand and use the
other to flip off the television. Until
next time, Burque, keep on drinking
and brewing.
Ty Bannerman is a beer drinker, co-host of
the City on the Edge podcast, and author
of “Forgotten Albuquerque” as well as a
forthcoming memoir. He most recently
served as managing, feature and food
editor at Weekly Alibi.

lovingly presenting a classic
play from a bygone era, “The
Philadelphia Story,” at The
Vortex Theatre (2900 Carlisle
NE). The opening night
performance suggests the
production needs polishing,
but the play offers plenty of
screwball comedy alongside a
dose of philosophical wisdom.
Playwright Philip Barry
wrote “The Philadelphia
Christy Lopez
Story” specifically for his
Tracy
Lord
(Sheridan
K.
Johnson)
has
“it”
in
The
Vortex
Theatre’s
friend Katherine Hepburn,
whose participation in a string production of “The Philadelphia Story.”
of commercial failures landed
self-righteousness. I enjoyed H.K. Phillips,
her on a list of actors considered “box
who does sardonic well, in the underwritoffice poison.” Hepburn starred in the 1939
ten role of Liz, a photographer who sees a
play and the subsequent George Cukorlot.
directed film in 1940. Both were wildly
Three characters provide the play’s
successful, and her acting career was back
central conflict. Michael Weppler appeals
on solid footing.
as sensitive reporter Mac, who hides his
The play is set during the 24 hours
thoughtful, poetic side beneath cynical
prior to Tracy Lord’s summertime garden
machismo. His character becomes smitten
wedding at her family home. Director Cady
with the real Tracy beneath her veneer of
designed the sitting room and porch sets in
societal perfection.
white-on-white, and Carolyn Hogan’s cosBrennan Foster is excellent as once and
tuming captures the period’s opulence. Two
future husband Dexter. Foster portrays
years earlier, Tracy eloped with C. K. Dexter
Dexter with a winning insouciance. Foster
Haven, whose drinking and punching led
has previously worked with Sheridan K.
them to divorce. Now, Tracy plans to marry
Johnson, who plays Tracy, and the pair have
the upstanding George Kittredge, who has
definite chemistry.
risen from coal miner to the mine manager.
Dexter and Tracy have known each
Tracy’s mother Margaret, younger sister
other all their lives, and he believes he
Dinah, brother Sandy and uncle Willy have
understands her. Naturally, he points out
all gathered for the wedding. Father Seth
her shortcomings: “It’s astonishing what
disgraced the family
money can do for
with a romantic
‘The Philadelphia Story’
people. ... Not too
affair, but he too
The Vortex Theatre, 2900 Carlisle NE
much, you know, just
attends, as does her
Through March 13, Fri.-Sat. at 7:30 p.m., Sun. at 2 p.m. more than enough.
ex-husband Dexter.
Tickets: $22, vortexabq.org
Particularly for girls.
For narrative reasons
... She is a goddess,
as slender as they
without patience for any kind of human
are complex, a reporter and photographer
imperfection.”
named Mac and Liz from “Destiny”
As Tracy, Johnson is effervescent and
magazine join the wedding party; they’re
striking. She manages to maintain a social
working on an article on “fashionable
aloofness while three men simultaneously
Philadelphia” that prominently features the
fall in love with her. At the same time, her
Lord family wedding.
performance artfully suggests Tracy’s recDuring an alcohol-soaked rehearsal
ognition she needn’t be intoxicated to free
party, Tracy decides to throw her wealth
herself from self-imposed social constraints.
and social position aside and figuratively
The transition is great fun to watch.
lets her flame-red hair down. She finds an
In his director’s note, Cady confirms a lesaccomplice in handsome reporter Mac, not
son of tolerance shining through comedy:
fiancé Kittredge. The pair skinny-dip in the
“What made me want to direct this play is
pool, scandalizing Kittredge and delighting
the belief in second chances … to look at
Dexter. Everything works out for most of
the world in a different way and accept the
those present.
frailties of those we love and those who
Playwright Barry’s dialogue is witty
love us.” You won’t get a second chance
and snappy, and the acting is generally
to see Cady’s vision of “The Philadelphia
strong throughout, if sometimes a mite
Story.”
exaggerated. Micah Linford takes on the
Barry Gaines is a Professor Emeritus at
thankless task of portraying the nouveau
riche Kittredge with aplomb, powerfully
UNM and Administrator of the American
conveying his character’s sanctimonious
Theater Critics Association.
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Within Range: From D&B to Alt Country

MUSIC

While I’ve never been able to dance
to it with any proficiency — given its
frantic breakbeats and often menacing
tone — I do get the appeal of drum ‘n’
bass music. Borne of early ’90s British
rave and jungle dance floors, drum ‘n’
bass also owes its sound to dub and
reggae. Those complex D&B beats
often exceed 180 beats per minute, the
basslines can rattle your fillings, and
synths and samples round out the mix.
We can in part blame D&B for the existence of dubstep and Skrillex (ugh), but
every innovation has perils. Don’t doubt
the D&B power of UK sensation Ashley
Tindall aka Skeptical when he stops in to
drop beats at Sister (407 Central NW) on
Friday, Feb. 26. Doors for this 21-plus gig
are at 8 p.m., and the show breaks out at 9.
Fans of Roni Size, Goldie, Photek and
Squarepusher will dig this bill, presented by Rude Behavior Productions.
Local opening acts include Laguna Pueblo native BK Nights, host of a weekly
streaming show called Sum.Days (4–6
p.m. on Sundays), as well as Matt S. and
Tempo. Get there before 10 p.m. for $5
entry; it’s $10 after. For more info, visit
holdmyticket.com/event/226221

B
BY M. BRIANNA STALLINGS

Pits

There’s a new shop
in town — an infoshop,
that is. For the uninitiated, infoshops are
alternative spaces that
trade in media you won’t
find in a typical public library,
on topics including anarchism,
bicycling, DIY, veganism, the
occult, feminism and queer culture.
Corpus Info Shop, located Downtown
at 214 Sixth Street SW (near Sixth & Silver) is an LGBT-run, member-supported
shop as well as a zine hub, lending
library, mixtape station and a safe
event space for creative weirdos of all
ages. Launched by Steven Serrano and
Edward Phillips, Corpus isn’t gay as in
“happy” but rather radical queer  —as in
“eff you.”
What better way to launch an outand-proud alt.space than with a kickass
opening night concert? Celebrate Corpus with three artists from 7 to 11 p.m.
on Friday, March 4. The evening features sounds from Pits (a vegan, queer
EBM duo with an all-dog song setlist);
Discotays (Native lo-fi noise with song
title shout-outs to Tom Robbins books);

and Vallius (gorgeous
industrial soul music
from a renowned
Brooklyn transplant).
Bring a book, zine or
mixtape to donate to the
Corpus Library.
For questions or more
info, call 750-1886, email corpus.
infoshop@gmail.com or visit facebook.com/corpusinfoshop. Sample
music from Discotays and Vasillus on
Soundcloud, but you’ll have to show up
for a taste of Pits.

Freakwater

There’s twang-pop — radio-friendly
unit shifters in Daisy Dukes masquerading as country — and then there’s alternative-country. Yes, music nerds, that’s
still a thing, as long as the underbelly of
the American South teems with maggots, magnolias, guns, God and good
whiskey. It’s refreshing to hear good
ol’ alt-country from the ’90s making a
comeback with Freakwater. Head down
to Low Spirits (2823 Second Street NW)
to catch Freakwater on Saturday, March
5. Doors are at 8 p.m., and the show
begins at 9.

Founding member Catherine Irwin
is a Louisville native, while her cohort
Janet Bean has called Chicago home
nearly three decades. Starting in 1989,
the pair has managed to make it weird
and make it work. Bean’s is the clearer
voice, similar to a young Emmylou
Harris, while Irwin’s keening conjures
Mama Maybelle Carter. Bassist David
Wayne Gay rounded out the group.
Freakwater went on hiatus for seven
years while Bean and Irwin worked on
other projects. The 20-year anniversary
reissue of 1993’s “Feels Like the Third
Time” saw revived interest in the band,
and soon Freakwater was back on tour.
“Scheherazade,” the group’s first new
album in over a decade, was released
in February on Bloodshot Records; it
received unanimous critical praise.
Meanwhile, the bloated liver, murder
ballad-loving, gritty cocaine blues of
opening band Jaye Jayle will satiate
any dissonance-loving country goth
with a soft spot for Angels of Light, and
Morgan Geer’s Drunken Prayer has
all your Southern rawk needs covered.
Tickets for this 21-plus concert are $10.
Visit lowspiritslive.com for more info.

m Box: Reviews of Wynonna & The Big Noise,
David Bowie and Hinds
ing In Love”) and renowned country
songwriter Julie Miller (“You Make My
Heart Beat Too Fast”). Her world-worn
humanity shines on “Things That I Lean
On” and “Keeps Me Alive”; the latter’s
breathtaking falsetto howl resembles a
hound baying at the moon. Occasionally
saccharine, “Wynonna & The Big Noise”
boasts a sense of narrative continuity
that’s always genuine.

Wynonna & The Big Noise:
“Wynonna & The Big Noise”
(Curb Records)

Wynonna’s had a rough row to hoe.
Most recently, current husband and
bandmate Cactus Moser lost a leg in a
motorcycle accident. Despite struggles
with addiction and infamously rocky
relationships with mother Naomi and
sister Ashley, a wisened Wynonna
remains unbroken.
This eponymous debut with her
new band is her first album of original
material in 13 years. Plus, Wynonna
covers soul singer Raphael Saadiq (“Stay-

me … especially when it comes from a
reliably transgressive source like David
Bowie. Released on his 69th birthday,
“★ Blackstar” proves weird enough to
scratch that itch.
Produced by faithful Bowie collaborator Tony Visconti, rock’s aging
changeling recruited James Murphy
(LCD Soundsystem), citing Kendrick
Lamar and Death Grips as influences.
We rise, shine, swell, burst and descend
from the sax-heavy title track and
opener which, along with “’Tis a Pity
She’s A Whore,” “Sue (Or In a Season of
Crime)” and “Girl Loves Me,” hearkens
back to Bowie’s Berlin trilogy and 1995’s
underrated “Outside.” Though solidly
experimental, “★ Blackstar” isn’t as new
as you might think. Addendum: Thank
you and goodbye, Mr. Jones.

Hinds: “Leave Me Alone”
(Mom & Pop Music)

David Bowie: “★ Blackstar”
(ISO Records)

I’m soothed by the loud and uncomfortable. New, unfamiliar noise cradles

In Madrid, Spain, two Deers named
Carlotta Cosials and Ana García Perrote
wielded axes and sang girl power-infused
garage rock. Then came two more,
bassist Ade Martín and drummer Amber
Grimbergen. The quartet ditched the
moniker — legal issues — becoming
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When There Was Wilderness: An Interview with Metric’s Emily Haines
by M. BRIANNA STALLINGS

by M. BRIANNA STALLINGS

Skeptical

music
O

nce upon a time, North America
boasted a fertile musical landscape full of vibrant, colorful sounds
created by passionate artists who
adhered to the “DIY or Die” mantra.
These musicians started bands, labels,
zines, distros and venues.
Renowned for diversity and fierce
independence, this “indie” scene
flourished on the outskirts of major
labels’ carefully manicured gardens.
One of many bands that emerged
from this verdant terrain was dour
Canadian electro-pop group Metric.
Founded in 1998 by former couple
Emily Haines (synths, vocals) and
James Shaw (guitars, synths), Metric’s
original, ironic moniker, Mainstream,
changed in 2001 after the pair was
joined by bassist Joshua Winstead and
drummer Joules Scott-Key. Since then,
Metric has put out six studio albums –
three on their own label, Metric Music
International – including their latest,
“Pagans in Vegas.”
Metric’s “I Can See The End” tour
hits Sunshine Theater (120 Central SW)
on Wednesday, March 2. Doors open at
7 p.m., and the age 13-plus show starts
at 8 p.m. Presale tickets are available
for $25 at holdmyticket.com.
ABQ Free Press conversed with
frontwoman Haines in an interview
that segued seamlessly from the dwindling indie landscape to solo projects
and the one question she wishes no
journalist would ever ask her again.
ABQ Free Press: What meaning does
the word “indie” have at this point in
music?

instead a herd of Hinds (female red
deer).
Coming in at two seconds under 38
minutes, their debut full-length “Leave
Me Alone” contradicts its alienating title
with 12 inviting, effervescent tracks.
Cosials and García Perrote emit audible
grins on “And I Will Send Your Flowers
Back” and “Warts.” “I’ll Be Your Man”
cajoles us to forget him and embrace
girlfriends. Retro-sounding instrumental
“Solar Gap” practically guarantees
Hinds’ spot on a Tarantino soundtrack.
Fans of Thee Headcoatees, Black Lips
and Honeyblood, you’re Hinds’ kind.

Emily Haines: At some point, the
word “indie” became more about a
guitar tone and a hairstyle than following the ethos of the great underground bands who paved the way. Indie rock became a narrow sonic niche
ruled by white dudes, then it peaked
and died. That narrow sonic definition
(lo-fi, etc.) always excluded us, even
though everything we do was and is
connected to our DIY roots, including
building our own recording studio.
For us, we have always been
independent. We run our own
company now with a small team, and
we put together release partnerships
with like-minded people around the
world. Sometimes we feel like the last
standing symbol of those ideas in this
extended pop moment we are living
through. We’re happy to carry the
torch but wish there were more bands
left to keep us company.

Alysse Gafkjen

Metric

Metric is riding the cassette revival
wave with “The Shade” EP, featuring
three cuts from “Pagans in Vegas”
and bonus track “Office Towers Escalate.” What do you think motivates
this recurring cultural interest in old
media – vinyl, VHS, cassettes?
My brother has owned a record
store specializing in vinyl for about
25 years. It’s been a valuable source of
firsthand information on the changing
way people seek out and enjoy music.
He’s the one who told me that lots of
younger kids are rediscovering cassettes – not only as an alternative medium for commercially released music
but as a way to record and distribute
their own music without having to
add it to the devalued data heap that
is the Internet. When he told me this,
it resonated with me. I love the idea of
another generation reviving cassettes.
They’re portable, and they feel good
in your pocket.
There’s another dimension to my
love for cassettes thanks to my father,
the late poet Paul Haines. He was
famous in his circle of musicians
and artists for his crazy mixes and
compilations. He would create these
mind-blowing mixtapes. He used
fragments of sounds he’d recorded
on radio stations in faraway places,

add some obscure piece of music,
bring you back with some Lester
Young or Paul Bley, then throw in The
White Stripes or PJ Harvey. He made
hundreds — if not thousands — of
these tapes in his lifetime. Receiving
one was a great honor. And he would
never let you know what you were
listening to; in fact, he’d get mad if
you asked. His tapes were meant to be
experienced, not analyzed. So yeah,
I guess you could say I grew up with
cassettes.
You’ve shared a lot about the untitled analog album made on the heels
of “Pagans in Vegas.” What about
another Emily Haines & The Soft
Skeleton record?
We made big plans for what we’re
calling “The Lost Tapes,” aka LP7.
I didn’t think anyone was paying
attention to what we were saying, but
I guess they were. The album turned
into something much more involved
than we could have imagined when
we set out to complete it this year. I
just decided that I don’t want to rush
it. It’s one of the few remaining perks
of running our own show: We can do
whatever we want.
Someone posted recently that the
10-year anniversary of the release of

my solo album with The Soft Skeleton,
“Knives Don’t Have Your Back,” is
coming up and suggested that I do a
small tour and play the whole album
to celebrate. I responded “Hmm ...”,
and it became a bit of a thing.
You’re touring later in spring with
Death Cab for Cutie. Should fans
expect to hear songs from the forthcoming album on this tour?
Our “Lights on the Horizon” tour
of Canada, yes! We were working
on various ideas for months of what
we wanted our big headlining arena
tour to look like this year, and our
agent suggested we invite Death Cab
to co-headline with us. We loved the
idea and are really happy they signed
on. Metric will be closing the show every night, so yeah, there will definitely
be some flashes of the future and the
past in our set.
What’s the one question you’re tired
of answering?
“How has your sound evolved
over your six albums with Metric?”
Anyone who has been listening to the
music can answer that question best
for themselves.
M. Brianna Stallings writes so you don’t
have to.

417 Summer Ave NW, Albuquerque, NM 87102

(505) 247-0736

Open Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm

CALENDAr
DEFINITIVE DOZEN

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27

In his off time, Castro works as an extra with EG Casting and Lorrie Latham Casting and has performed in some of the movies made in New Mexico,
including Tina Fey’s “Whiskey, Tango, Foxtrot” and Adam Sandler’s “Ridiculous 6.”
We sat down with Castro to ask him why Albuquerque Driveshaft
has been so successful:

1 pm, Cherry Hills Library, 6901 Barstow St NE,
857-8321, abclibrary.org

2 Clubs & Pubs: Geekon: Free Play
Arcade & Pinball Tournament

Personalized and customer-focused service, high quality parts and competitive pricing. If you’ve had
a hard time looking for driveshaft or axle parts, no matter what the car, chances are we’ll have what
you need – and at a better price than what the dealerships will charge.
We only sell high quality American-made products, Spicer and Neapco products that are made by
Americans like me and you. I’m a Toyota and Kia driveline specialist, but we also work on Jeep
and Dodge; basically, we work on most brands of vehicles.

Q: What is your business philosophy?

FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 19

Our ultimate goal is to service the community, and while doing so, to always be giving back to that same
community and helping out. When you look at me, you wouldn’t expect that, but it’s true to my heart to always be
giving back to the community, and I am continuously trying to find new means of helping, even if it’s in a small way.
My customers know that, because I help them out when I can. In the end, I’m all about my customers.

Q: What separates you from your competitors?

We have same-day turnaround, we’re customer-focused and we guarantee you will never feel like a number with us.

Q: What was your greatest challenge while managing your business?

Trying to keep a business up and running in this economy. But we managed to make it into a sucess once again. I know from that experience that when our customers
are loyal, I will really go above and beyond to make sure they leave satisfied.

Q: How does your business contribute to the local community?

I sponsor kids’ local baseball teams as well as sponsoring local MMA fighters such as Kevin Croom, the “Hard Hittin’ Hillbilly.” I’m involved with Hart Animal Rescue
and I donate to the Cuidando Los Niños Homeless Shelter for kids because they deserve all the help they need. If I’m not donating to these causes, I am always out
there bringing attention to them when I can.

Q: What was the hardest thing you had to overcome as a business owner and how did it help you to succeed?

It was all new to me, and basically I had to learn everything, from dealing with the public to learning that the customer’s always right. I realized I’m not always going to
be able to please everybody, but I can sure try. You have my word: if there’s an issue, I want to know so it can be resolved immediately and there’s no longer an issue.

Q: What are you passionate about when it comes to your business?

I’m passionate about my customers being happy about what I’m doing for them. I like it when customers let me know they appreciate the services I offer, and sometimes they will tip, which I discourage, but if they do, I put it straight back into the community with Hart or Los Niños.

Q: What is your favorite thing about Albuquerque?

I genuinely feel there are a lot of good, quality people here. I like the fact that the mountains are right there
and I’m five minutes away from taking the tram or going hiking, because where I used to live, it would take
three hours to get anywhere near nature.
Above: Albuquerque Driveshaft
team member Aldo Peña
Right: MMA fighter Kevin Croom,
the “Hard Hittin’ Hillbilly”
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ADVERTISEMENT

For more information, visit albuquerquedriveshaft.com

FRIDAY, MARCH 4

7

Museum of International Folk Art,
706 Camino Lejo, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-1200, internationalfolkart.org

4 Word: Spiderwick Chronicles: Tony
Diterlizzi — Q&A

Sister Bar
407 Central Ave SW,
242-4900, sisterthebar.com
February 27, En El Mas Alla CD Release
February 29, Sumac, Cult Leader, Black
Spirituals
March 2, Fred & Toody (of Dead Moon)

FEBRUARY 27–MARCH 11
Launchpad
618 Central Ave SW, 764-8887,
launchpadrocks.com
February 27, The Toasters, The Blue
Hornets
February 28, The Faceless,
A Malicious Plague
March 2, Nervosa, Suspended
March 3, Mic Club 4yr Anniversary
March 4, Hot Tramps & Heroes
March 5, Train Conductor CD Release
March 11, St Punktrick’s Day

FEBRUARY 28–MARCH 11
Low Spirits

Jesus Muñoz Flamenco
National Hispanic Cultural Center, 1701
4th St SW, 724-4771, nhccnm.org

UNM Flamenco Ensemble:
Evolucion Ando
7 pm, South Broadway Cultural Center,
1025 Broadway Blvd SW, 848-1320,
southbroadwaytickets.com

MARCH 11–17

Indian Pueblo Cultural Center,
2401 12th St NW, 843-7270,
indianpueblo.org

THROUGH FEBRUARY 28
Traveling with Angels
Part of Siembra: Latino Theatre Festival
National Hispanic Cultural Center,
1701 4th St SW, 724-4771, nhccnm.org

THROUGH MARCH 6
Knowhere:
Faculty Dance Concert
Rodey Theatre, UNM Main Campus,
203 Cornell Drive, 925-5858,
unmtickets.com

The Odd Couple
The Adobe Theater, 9813 4th Street NW,
898-9222, adobetheater.org

Science Girl in Dr. Von Heister’s
Hijinks
Explora, 1701 Mountain Rd NW,
224-8300, explora.us

THROUGH MARCH 19
The Philadelphia Story
The Vortex Theatre, 2900 Carlisle NE,
247-8600, vortexabq.org

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27

MARCH 2–9

THROUGH FEBRUARY 27

MARCH 10–11
11 Shows: Alma Flamenca &

Word: Indian Pueblo Cultural Center 12 Screens: 17th Annual International
Book Sale & Fundraiser
Animation Show of Shows

Chad Freeman

SHOWS

6:30 pm, Free, Esther Bone Memorial Library,
950 Pinetree Rd SE, Rio Rancho,
891-5012x3128, riorancholibraries.org

8 MARCH 4-5

Alchemie

120 Central Ave SW, 764-0249,
sunshinetheaterlive.com
March 2, Metric, Joywave
March 9, Gary Clark Jr

Il Turco in Italia

Community: Hikers, Bikers and
Automobiles: Pedestrian and
Cyclists Safety

2823 2nd St NW, 344-9555,
lowspiritslive.com
February 28, Costaki Economopoulos
Stand Up Show
March 1, Big Sandy & His Fly-Rite Boys
March 2, The Henchmen with
Gamblers Mark
March 3, Three Bad Jacks, Moonshine
Blind
March 4, WOW Poetry Slam
Benefit Show
March 5, Freakwater, Jaye Jayle
March 11, Larry & His Flask,
The Imperial Rooster

Sunshine Theater

TUESDAY, MARCH 8

6:30 pm, Free, KiMo Theatre,
423 Central Ave NW, 768-3544,
kimotickets.com, nmbikepedsafety.info

6:30 pm, Jean Cocteau Cinema,
418 Montezuma Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 466-5528, jeancocteaucinema.com

Part of Art in the Afternoon
2 pm, Free, Albuquerque Museum of
Art & History, 2000 Mountain Rd NW,
242-4600, cabq.gov/museum

Anat Grigorio: Memo
8 pm, Keshet Center for the Arts,
4121 Cutler Ave NE, 227-8583,
keshetarts.org

Popejoy Classics: Case Scaglione
Popejoy Hall, UNM Main Campus,
203 Cornell Drive NE, 925-5858,
nmphil.org

in the

10 Community: Introduction to Opera:

6 Shows: Helen Sung

& Good Fortune Across Asia

FEBRUARY 27–MARCH 2

3:30 pm, Free, Loma Colorado Main Library,
755 Loma Colorado Blvd NE, Rio Rancho,
891-5013x3033, riorancholibraries.org

Part of Women & Creativity 2016
7:30 pm, Outpost Performance Space,
210 Yale Blvd SE, 268-0044,
outpostspace.org

3 Artspree: Sacred Realm: Blessing

CLUBS & PUBS

Scott and Johanna Hongell-Darsee

Various locations, Albuquerque,
more info: womenandcreativity.org

Sister Bar, 407 Central Ave SW,
242-4900, sisterthebar.com

List you r

9 Shows: The Art of the Ballad:

5 Events: Women & Creativity 2016

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28

TUESDAY, MARCH 1

Q: What type of products and services do you offer?

SATURDAY, MARCH 5

MARCH 1–31

1 Word: Film to Book: Jeff Berg

Albuquerque Driveshaft has been one of the city’s largest providers of driveline parts for over 32 years,
stocking only high quality American-made parts and installing them with a precision that owner Gary Castro
says will stand the test of time. Albuquerque Driveshaft not only sees to all vehicle driveline needs but also
specializes in axle and u-joint repair, differentials, transmissions, brakes, oil changes and even affordable
deals and top-shelf customer service.
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Jean Cocteau Cinema,
418 Montezuma Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 466-5528, jeancocteaucinema.com

Magic Men Live
9 pm, Kiva Auditorium, Albuquerque
Convention Center, 401 2nd Street
NW, 768-4575, albuquerquecc.com

Mala Maña
6 pm, Pueblo Harvest Café,
2401 12th St NW, 724-3510,
indianpueblo.com/puebloharvestcafe

Nathan Fox

TUESDAY, MARCH 1
Penny & Sparrow
7:30 pm, Skylight,
139 W. San Francisco St, Santa Fe,
(505) 982-0775

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2
TAO: Seventeen Samurai

6 pm, Marble Brewery, 111 Marble
Ave, 243-2739, marblebrewery.com

7 pm, Lensic Theater,
211 W. San Francisco, Santa Fe,
(505) 988-1234, ticketssantafe.org

NM Philharmonic:
A Night with Nakamatsu

THURSDAY, MARCH 3

6 pm, Popejoy Hall,
UNM Main Campus, 203 Cornell Drive,
925-5858, unmtickets.com

So Long Live This …
Shakespeare Sonnets Live
on Stage
1 pm, Free, Sue V Cleveland High
School Performing Arts Center,
4800 Laban Rd NE, Rio Rancho,
riorancholibraries.org

STRFKR & Com Truise
9 pm, El Rey Theater, Stereo Bar,
622 Central Ave SW, elreyabq.com

FEBRUARY 27–MARCH 6
Ballet Repertory Theatre:
The Little Mermaid
KiMo Theatre, 423 Central Ave NW,
768-3544, kimotickets.com

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28
AYS Chamber Orchestra:
Organ Jubilee
3 pm, Free, First Presbyterian Church,
215 Locust St NE, 764-2900,
aysmusic.org

Berio and Brahms

Pablo Francisco
9:30 pm, Santa Ana Star Casino,
54 Jemez Canyon Dam Rd, Santa Ana
Pueblo, 867-0000, santaanastar.com

MARCH 3–20
Julius Caesar
Duke City Repertory Theatre,
700 1st St NW, 797-7081,
dukecityrep.com

Real Women Have Curves
Part of Siembra: Latino Theatre Festival
National Hispanic Cultural Center,
1701 4th St SW, 724-4771, nhccnm.org

FRIDAY, MARCH 4
Albuquerque Philharmonic
Orchestra: Arts and Music
Concert
7:30 pm, Immanuel Presbyterian
Church, 114 Carlisle SE, 433-7445,
nmapo.org

Creedence Clearwater
Revisited
8 pm, Route 66 Casino,
14500 Central Ave SW, 352-7866,
rt66casino.com

Dirty Bourbon, 9800 Montgomery Blvd
NE, 296-2726, thedirtybourbon.com

10:30 am, Las Puertas Event Center,
1512 1st St NW,
chatterabq.org

Cole Swindell

Sloan Artimage

Maxx Hatt and Etta Glass

Geoff Hoyle: Lear’s Shadow
7 pm, Lensic Theater,
211 W. San Francisco, Santa Fe,
(505) 988-1234,
internationalshakespeare.center
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John Hawley

Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort &
Casino, 287 Carrizo Canyon Rd,
Mescalero, innofthemountaingods.com

e venT

Part of Bloody Sundays Brunch
and Bloody Mary Bar
11 am, Distillery 365,
2921 Stanford Dr NE,
221-6281, distillery365.com

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 29
Mutemath
7:30 pm, El Rey Theater, Stereo Bar,
622 Central Ave SW, elreyabq.com

8 pm, Sister Bar, 407 Central Ave SW,
242-4900, sisterthebar.com
Part of Music at the Museum
5:30 pm, Free,
New Mexico Museum of Art,
107 W Palace Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-5072, nmartmuseum.org

Mystic Vic Blues Band
8:30 pm, Free, Stone Face Tavern,
8201 San Pedro Dr NE, 822-8855

Reverend Horton Heat
8 pm, Taos Mesa Brewing, 20 ABC
Mesa Rd, El Prado, (575) 758-1900,
taosmesabrewing.com

TAO: Seventeen Samurai
8 pm, Popejoy Hall, UNM Main
Campus, 203 Cornell Drive NE,
925-5858, unmtickets.com

MARCH 4–27
West Side Story
Albuquerque Little Theatre,
224 San Pasquale Ave SW, 242-4750,
albuquerquelittletheatre.org

SATURDAY, MARCH 5
Anat Grigorio: Mr. Nice Guy
8 pm, Keshet Center for the Arts,
4121 Cutler Ave NE, 227-8583,
keshetarts.org

Ceci Bastida
Part of Chispa: Latin Diva Series
National Hispanic Cultural Center,
1701 4th St SW, 724-4771,
nhccnm.org

An Evening with Bobby Shew
6 pm, Popejoy Hall, UNM Main
Campus, 203 Cornell Drive NE,
925-5858, nmphil.org

We are House
9 pm, Effex Nightclub, 420 Central SW

SUNDAY, MARCH 6
Albuquerque Philharmonic
Orchestra: Arts and Music
Concert
7:30 pm, V. Sue Cleveland High
School, 4800 Laban Rd NE,
Rio Rancho, 246-2261, nmapo.org

Iphigenia en Tracia, A Zarzuela
Part of Chispa: Orchestra of New Spain
3 pm, National Hispanic Cultural Center, 1701 4th St SW,
724-4771, nhccnm.org

Mozart’s Requiem
3 pm, First United Methodist Church,
314 Lead SW, 369-8228,
nmschorus.org

MONDAY, MARCH 7
Metalachi
7:30 pm, Skylight,
139 W. San Francisco St, Santa Fe,
(505) 982-0775
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‘Don’t Suck, Don’t Die’
BY SAMANTHA ANNE CARRILLO

SUNDAY, MARCH 6

SATURDAY, MARCH 5

Waste Land

Kids Rock Geology

1 pm, Albuquerque Museum of Art
& History, 2000 Mountain Rd NW,
242-4600, cabq.gov/museum

10 am, Free, Mamas Minerals,
800 20th St NW, RSVP: 266-8443,
mamasminerals.com

MARCH 9–10

TUESDAY, MARCH 8

Banff Mountain Film Festival
World Tour

Science in the Sky:
It’s Not Magic, It’s Science

KiMo Theatre, 423 Central Ave NW,
768-3544, kimotickets.com

EVENTS

10 am, Anderson Abruzzo
Balloon Museum,
9201 Balloon Museum Dr NE,
768-6020, balloonmuseum.com

THROUGH FEBRUARY 27

ONGOING

Mountain West Conference
Indoor Track and Field
Championships
Albuquerque Convention Center,
401 2nd St SW, 768-4575,
themwc.com
Courtesy of artist

B

est known for her tenure in the ’90s, 4AD-signed, alt.
rock/post-punk band Throwing Muses, American indiefolkster, writer and artist Kristin Hersh has cranked out eight
critically acclaimed solo albums and a literary catalog that
includes “Rat Girl” and “Purgatory/Paradise.”
Hersh is out currently on tour promoting her latest book
“Don’t Suck, Don’t Die: Giving Up Vic Chesnutt,” published
Oct. 1 by University of Texas Press. Hersh will perform music
from her extensive body of work and read from the much
buzzed-about rock memoir at The Mine Shaft Tavern in
Madrid, N.M., on Thursday, March 3, at 8 p.m. Tickets are $15
at the door. This is Hersh’s only New Mexico tour date, so do
make it out.
Kristin Hersh
The Mine Shaft Tavern 2846 State Highway 14 North
March 3, 8 p.m.
Tickets: $15
themineshafttavern.com

TUESDAY, MARCH 8
Papadosio
7 pm, El Rey Theater, 622 Central Ave
SW, elreyabq.com

MARCH 8–13
Once
Popejoy Hall, UNM Main Campus,
203 Cornell Drive NE,
925-5858, unmtickets.com

THURSDAY, MARCH 10
Tal National
7:30 pm, The Cooperage,
7220 Lomas Blvd NE, ampconcerts.org

FRIDAY, MARCH 11
Sharon Shannon and Friends
7 pm, KiMo Theatre, 423 Central Ave
NW, 768-3544, kimotickets.com

MARCH 11–13
Fun with Physics
AirDance ArtSpace, 3030 Isleta Blvd
SW, 842-9418, airdance.org

SCREENS
FEBRUARY 27–MARCH 13
Guild Cinema
3405 Central Ave NE, 255-1848,
guildcinema.com
February 27, Labyrinth
February 27–28, Facets Kids Vol 2
February 27–29, Aferim!,
Dreams Rewired
March 1, Red Carpet Burn & Nothing
But The Truth

March 2–5, Lamb, Victoria
March 4–5, Kizumonogatari Part 1:
Tekketsu-Anime
March 5, Listen to the Voice
March 6, Racing Extinction
March 6–10, Mustang, Rabin:
The Last Day
March 11–14, Embrace of the Serpent, Sembene
March 12–13, Triplets of Belleville

FEBRUARY 27–MARCH 17
Jean Cocteau Cinema
418 Montezuma Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 466-5528,
jeancocteaucinema.com
February 27–29, Aferim!
February 27–March 3, The Masque of
the Red Death, Mad Max: Fury Road,
Bridge of Spies
March 4–10, White Lies, The Wave
March 11–17, Ran

MARCH 4–11
CCA Cinematheque
1050 Old Pecos Trail, Santa Fe,
(505) 982-1338,
ccasantafe.org
Starts March 4, Chimes at Midnight,
The Club
Starts March 11, Very Semi Serious

THROUGH JULY 31
IAIA Student Filmmaker
Showcase
Institute of American Indian Arts,
83 Avan Nu Po Rd, Santa Fe, iaia.edu

SATURDAY, MARCH 5
Duke City Gladiators
Season Opener

2ND TUESDAYS
Korean War Veterans
Open Meeting

Book to Art for Kids

Rio Grande Arts & Crafts
Festival — Spring Show

Drinking Liberally —
Albuquerque Chapter

Expo New Mexico,
300 San Pedro Dr NE, 222-9700,
riograndefestivals.com

6 pm, O’Niell’s NE Heights,
3301 Juan Tabo Blvd NE, 264-1368,
drinkingliberally.org

COMMUNITY

WEDNESDAYS

THROUGH MARCH 5

5 pm, Free, Lizard Tail Brewing,
9800 Montgomery Ave NE,
lizardtailbrewing.com/home

ABQ Jazz Trio Open Jam

Keshet Center for the Arts,
4121 Cutler Ave NE, 227-8583,
keshetdance.org

1ST AND 3RD THURSDAYS

THROUGH MARCH

5 pm, Greenside Café,
12165 NM-14, Cedar Crest,
264-1368, drinkingliberally.org

Drinking Liberally — Cedar
Crest Chapter

THURSDAYS

THROUGH APRIL

Latin Gold: Salsa Lessons
& Dancing

Volunteers needed for
NM Veterans’ Museum

8 pm, Free, Q Bar-Hotel Albuquerque,
800 Rio Grande Blvd NW, 225-5928,
qbarabq.com

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Grand Opening Kadampa
Buddhist Temple Public Talk
& Reception
10 am, Kadampa Meditation Center,
142 Monroe NE, 292-5293,
meditationnewmexico.org

A Night in the 40’s:
Big Band Swing
7 pm, New Mexico Veterans’
Memorial, 1100 Louisiana Blvd SE,
256-2042, nmvetsmemorial.org

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 29
Special Agriculture
Collaborative Meeting: Farm
Training/Business Incubator
Program
9 am, MRCOG Office,
809 Copper Ave NW, mrcog-nm.gov

1ST FRIDAYS
First Friday Fractals
New Mexico Natural History Museum,
1801 Mountain Rd NW,
nmnaturalhistory.org

1ST SATURDAYS
The Organ Transplant
Awareness Program of
New Mexico
10:30 am, Erna Fergusson Library,
3700 San Mateo Blvd NE,
more info: 344-0512

2ND & 4TH SATURDAYS
Coder Dojo
10 am, ages 7-17, Quelab,
680 Haines Ave NW,
coderdojoabq.github.io

3RD SATURDAYS
Lyme Get Together

TUESDAY, MARCH 1

12, Free, location varies,
more info: 304-9411

Science in the Sky:
Butterflies Fly

SATURDAYS

10 am, Anderson Abruzzo
Balloon Museum,
9201 Balloon Museum Dr NE,
768-6020, balloonmuseum.com

OUTDOORS
ENROLLMENT NOW OPEN
Las Huertas Farmer Training
and Incubator Program
Rio Grande Community Farm,
916-1078, riograndefarm.org

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Winter Wool Festival

SATURDAY, MARCH 5

2ND WEDNESDAYS

New Mexico Veterans’ Memorial,
1100 Louisiana Blvd SE, 256-2042,
nmvetsmemorial.org

7:15 pm, Rhythm Dance Company,
3808A Central Ave SE, 250-6146,
abqswing.com

1ST WEDNESDAYS

MARCH 11–13

Thursdays, 7 pm, Kadampa Meditation
Center, 142 Monroe St NE, 292-5293,
mediationinnewmexico.org

Saturday Night Swing Dance

10 am, ABQ BioPark Botanic Garden,
Heritage Farm, 2601 Central Ave NW,
764-6200, abqbiopark.com

10 am, Indian Pueblo Cultural Center,
2401 12th St NW, 843-7270,
indianpueblo.org

Conquer Anger

7 pm, Lloyd Shaw Dance Center,
5506 Coal Ave SE, 299-0332,
abqfolkdance.org

1 pm, New Mexico Veterans Memorial,
1100 Louisiana Blvd SE, 256-2042,
nmvetsmemorial.org

6 pm, Tingley Coliseum,
300 San Pedro Dr NE,
dukecitygladiators.com

Rio Grande Movement
Collectors Festival

International Folk Dancing

Downtown Walking Tours with
Albuquerque Historical Society
10 am, Free, meet at Central and 1st
by Century Theater, 289-0586

Home Composting Basics
10 am, Free, Osuna Nursery,
505 Osuna Rd NE, RSVP: 345-6644,
register@nmcomposters.org

Volunteer Training
10 am, Cerrillos Hills State Park,
37 Main St, Cerrillos, NM,
(505) 474-0196, cerrilloshills.org

MARCH 5–27
Rose Gardening Workshop
Saturdays & Sundays, 10 am,
Free, Albuquerque Rose Garden,
8205 Apache Ave NE, 255-9233,
albuquerquerose.com

FRIDAY, MARCH 11
Star Party
7 pm, Cerrillos Hills State Park,
37 Main St, Cerrillos, NM,
(505) 474-0196, cerrilloshills.org

EATS
MARCH 4–6
National Fiery Foods &
Barbecue Show
Sandia Casino, 30 Rainbow Rd,
796-7500, sandiacasino.com

SUNDAY, MARCH 6
Corrales Growers’ Market
11 am, 500 Jones Rd & Corrales Rd,
farmersmarketsnm.org

MARCH 6–13
Albuquerque Restaurant Week
Part of NM Restaurant week
Various locations, Albuquerque,
more info: nmrestaurantweek.com

ONGOING
TUESDAYS
Truckin’ Tuesdays
11 am, Civic Plaza, 1 Civic Plaza NW,
3rd St NW and Marquette Ave NW,
albuquerquecc.com

WEDNESDAYS
Red Willow Farmers Market
10 am, 885 Star Rd, Taos Pueblo,
farmersmarketsnm.org

Talin Market Food Truck Round Up
11 am, 88 Louisiana Blvd SE

FRIDAYS
ABQ Food Fridays
4 pm, Civic Plaza, SW Section,
1 Civic Plaza NW,
3rd St NW and Marquette Ave NW,
civicplazapresents.com

Coffee Education and Tasting
6:30 pm, Prosum Roasters,
3228 Los Arboles Ave NE Ste 100,
379-5136, prosumroasters.com

2ND SATURDAYS
Los Ranchos Growers’ Market
10 am, 6718 Rio Grande Blvd NW,
farmersmarketsnm.org

SATURDAYS
Santa Fe Farmers Market:
Railyard
8 am, 1607 Paseo de Peralta at
Guadalupe, Santa Fe, farmersmarketsnm.org

SUNDAYS
Pints & Planks Yoga Class
11 am, donation, Rio Bravo Brewing
Company, (937) 671-8917,
riobravobrewing.com

WORD
FEBRUARY 27–MARCH 10
Bookworks
4022 Rio Grande NW, 344-8139,
bkwrks.com
February 27, Kristin Lajeunesse,
Will Travel for Vegas Food
March 1, Don Bullis, New Mexico
Historical Encyclopedia
March 4, Natalie Goldberg, T
he Great Spring & 30th Anniversary
of Writing Down the Bones
March 5, January Roberts, Angus Gets
a Home
March 6, Michele Penhall, Stories f
rom the Camera
March 8, Kevin Bubriski, Look Into
My Eyes
March 10, Maggie Hall, Map of Fates

THROUGH MAY 3
IAIA Library Readings
Various dates and times, Institute of
American Indian Arts,
83 Avan Nu Po Rd, Santa Fe, iaia.edu

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Art is … Culture!
1 pm, Indian Pueblo Cultural Center,
2401 12th St NW, 843-7270,
indianpueblo.org

The Bosque Farms Project:
Dr. Richard Melzer
Part of Dust Bowl of the Great Plains
in the 1930s exhibit
2 pm, Free, Los Lunas Museum of
Heritage & Arts, 251 Main St. SE,
(505) 352-7720

Comparative Study of the
Teaching of Chinese Philosophers
and Jesus: Mary Tang
11 am, Free, North Domingo Baca
Multigenerational Center,
7521 Carmel Ave NE,
RSVP: 934-3941, nmafc.org

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28
Anti-Israel Activity and
Anti-Semitism on Campus:
Suki Halevi
10 am, Congregation Albert, 3800
Louisiana Blvd NE, RSVP by 2/25:
883-1818, congregationalbert.org

The Healing Tree:
Margaret Cheasebro
3 pm, Page One Books,
5850 Eubank Blvd NE Ste B-41,
294-2026, page1book.com

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 29
Leap Reading
7 pm, The Tannex, 1417 4th St SW,
thetannex.com

THURSDAY, MARCH 3

Mobility and Mystery:
Hunter-Gatherer Territories
and Technology during the
Lower Magdalenian in
Cantabria, Spain: Lisa Fontes
4 pm, Free, Maxwell Museum of
Anthropology, 500 Redondo Dr SE,
277-4405, unm.edu/~maxwell

Reframing Resources — Water
in the Contemporary Pueblo
World
5:30 pm, Free, Indian Pueblo Cultural
Center, 2401 12th St NW, 843-7270,
indianpueblo.org

SATURDAY, MARCH 5
Landscapes for the People:
Ren & Helen Davis
2 pm, Cerrillos Hills State Park,
37 Main St, Cerrillos, NM,
(505) 474-0196, cerrilloshills.org

SUNDAY, MARCH 6
Listening with My Eyes:
An Abused Horse. A Mother
with Alzheimer’s. The Journey
to Help Them Both:
Patricia J. Conoway
3 pm, Page One Books,
5850 Eubank Blvd NE Ste B-41,
294-2026, page1book.com

Poetry Out Loud State Finals
1 pm, Free, New Mexico Museum of
Art, 107 W. Palace Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-5072,
poetryoutloud.org

True Story — Luck, to benefit
Family Promise of
Albuquerque
5 pm, Pasión Latin Fusion Restaurant,
722 Lomas NW, 764-2900,
firstpresabq.org

TUESDAY, MARCH 8
Business and Art:
Jonathan Thunder and
Royce
& Debbie Manuel
Part of Brown Bag Lunch
Noon, Free, Institute of American
Indian Arts, 83 Avan Nu Po Rd,
Santa Fe, iaia.edu

Ongoing Research at Creekside
Village — Addressing Early
Village Organization in the
Tularosa Basin
6:30 pm, Tijeras Ranger Station,
11776 NM 337, Tijeras,
(505) 400-8687,
friendsoftijeraspueblo.org

THURSDAY, MARCH 10
Descent of the Gods:
Mark G. Cosman
6:30 pm, Page One Books, 5850
Eubank Blvd NE Ste B-41, 294-2026,
page1book.com

The Harvey Girls:
Opportunity Bound
6 pm, 516 ARTS, 516 Central Ave SW,
242-1445, 516arts.org

ONGOING
1ST WEDNESDAYS

ARTSPREE
FEBRUARY 27–APRIL 3
No More Stories:
David D’Agostino
Open Space Visitor Center,
6500 Coors Blvd NW, 897-8831,
cabq.gov/openspace

1 pm, New Mexico Museum of Art,
107 W Palace Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-5072, nmartmuseum.org

THURSDAY, MARCH 3
Jonathan Thunder and
Royce & Debbie Manuel
Open Studio Session
Part of IAIA Artists in Residence
3 pm, Institute of American Indian
Arts, 83 Avan Nu Po Rd, Santa Fe,
iaia.edu

FRIDAY, MARCH 4
20-year Anniversary
5 pm, New Grounds Print Workshop
& Gallery,
3812 Central Ave SE Ste 100-B,
268-8952, newgroundsgallery.com

MARCH 4–26
Alcoves 2016
5:30 pm, New Mexico Museum of Art,
107 W. Palace Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-5072, nmartmuseum.org

MARCH 4–27
Gods and Fools: Brandan
Styles & Ellie Rusinova
Soft Serve: Kelly Tunstall
Stranger Factory, 3411 Central Ave NE,
508-3049, strangerfactory.com

MARCH 4–30
Essential Visions: John
Farnsworth and Michael Tatom
Sorrel Sky Gallery,
125 W. Palace Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 501-6555, sorrelsky.com

MARCH 5–25
Encompass: Harwood’s
25th Anniversary Celebration
The Elementary Students of Escuela
del Sol Montessori
Site Specific Installations: Nanibah
Chacon, Lance Ryan McGoldrick
Harwood Art Center, 1114 7th St NW,
242-6367, harwoodartcenter.org

MARCH 6–APRIL 30

Courtesy of artist

M

elding indie rock with pop sensibilities, local foursome
Red Light Cameras hosts a 21-plus release party for
their latest, Frogville Records-recorded full-length, “Shiver,”
at Sister (407 Central NW) on Saturday, March 5, starting at 9
p.m.
Fronted by Amanda Machon, who possesses powerful, soulful vocals, the group kicks off their tour with a Downtown gig.
The band has amassed a strong local fan base, and a friendly
hometown audience is always a lovely prelude to hitting the
cold, hard road. Advance tickets are $5 via holdmyticket.com,
and the price jumps five bucks at the door.
Red Light Cameras
with YOU and Ugly Robot
Sister 407 Central NW
March 5, 9 p.m.
sisterthebar.com
redlightcamerasmusic.com

Changing Seasons: Keya Horn
Purple Sage Gallery,
302 San Felipe NW, Santa Fe,
(505) 450-4059,
purplesagegaleria.com

Oh Say Can’t You See?
The Black Wall Gallery,
500 Marble NW, 907-6418

ONGOING
The Book’s the Thing:
Shakespeare from Stage to Page
First Folio! The Book that Gave Us
Shakespeare
New Mexico History Museum,
113 Lincoln Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-5200,
internationalshakespeare.center,
nmhistory.org

THROUGH MARCH 6
Park Fine Art,
323 Romero St NW Ste 6,
764-1900, parkfineart.com

Distillery 365, 2921 Stanford Dr NE,
221-6281, distillery365.com

Tansey Contemporary, 652 Canyon Rd,
Santa Fe, (505) 995-8513,
tanseycontemporary.com

New Mexico Art League,
3409 Juan Tabo NE, 293-5034,
newmexicoartleague.org

Origins: Saul Hoffman

Outpost Performance Space,
210 Yale Blvd SE, 268-0044,
outpostspace.org

Solo Exhibition:
Frank Buffalo Hyde

Limited Edition/Prints
of all Kinds

Museum of Spanish Colonial Art,
750 Camino Lejo, Santa Fe,
(505) 982-2226,
spanishcolonial.org

THROUGH FEBRUARY 29

MARCH 11–APRIL 1

THROUGH MARCH 5

Starry Night

Surface City: Jazmyn Crosby
& Tamara Zibners

7 pm, Tractor Brewing Wells Park,
1800 4th St NW, 243-6752,
getplowed.com

4 pm, Free, OffCenter Arts, 808 Park
Ave SW, 247-1172, offcenterarts.org

BY SAMANTHA ANNE CARRILLO

Parting is Such Sweet Sorrow

Poetry and Beer

Crazy Wisdom Poetry

Lights, Camera...

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28

THROUGH FEBRUARY 28

WEDNESDAYS
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Goons: James Black
Leap!: Julian Wolf

THROUGH MARCH 11
Art of Devotion:
Historic Art of the Americas
Peyton Wright Gallery, 237 E. Palace
Ave, Santa Fe, (505) 989-9888,
peytonwright.com

Albuquerque Press Club,
201 Highland Park Cir SE

One Man Show: Ray Tracey
Sorrel Sky Gallery,
125 W. Palace Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 501-6555,
sorrelsky.com

Skulls & Sweets:
Tokyo Jesus & Eimi Takano
Stranger Factory,
3411 Central Ave, 508-3049,
strangerfactory.com

Visions of an Enchanted World:
Judith Shaw
Sierra Club Office,
2215 Lead Ave SE, 243-7767

Puzzle on page 32
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Crossword
by Myles Mellor

Across
1. Italian beverage
6. Black
11. Calphalon product
14. They were created
		 in 1912
15. Mountaineer’s tool
16. ___ Rancho (suburb
		 of Albuquerque)
17. Be in charge
20. Go for
21. Egg
22. Faint
23. Bass, e.g.
24. Castle part
25. Diminutive
28. Turning chisel
accompanier
30. N.B.A.’s Unseld
31. Be off base
32. ___ physics
36. Carbamide
37. Fancy frocks
41. Indian tourist site
42. Annoying
43. Debate position
44. Ribosomal ___
45. Dummkopf
49. Six-line poem
51. Achievement
54. ___ power

55. Cal. col.
56. Ostrichlike birds
57. Atlas section
58. “Calm down!”
62. Brown, for one
63. Adhesive
64. Bait
65. Pipe joint
66. Gas additive
67. Challenges
Down
1. Lite
2. Interstice
3. Afternoon service
4. Cause for a lawsuit
5. D.C. setting
6. It doesn’t hold
		water
7. Carry on
8. Road shoulder
9. ___-tzu
10. Oozes
11. Chief administrative
		officers
12. Cause of inflation?
13. Discouraging words
18. Furrow maker
19. Remain unused
24. Set aside
25. California’s
		 San ___ Bay

26. Elder, e.g.
27. Pitching stats
29. Maori war dance
30. Rings up?
33. ___ the town
34. 100 kurus
35. Breed
36. Drew on
37. Beanies
38. Beast
39. Ocular problem
40. Discharge
44. Enter again
46. Insect stage
47. Idle
48. Hamlet et al.
50. Call on
51. ___ Thieves
52. Chart holder
53. Old English char
		acter
56. Corn dish
57. Atlas stat
58. Do-it-yourselfer’s
		purchase
59. Party time, maybe
60. Buttermilk morsel?
61. Common
contraction
Answers on page 31

