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A&E: Three to See
[Page 24] #beer
St. Brigid in Beer Town

Do you have a lot of CONFLICT in your relationship?
Researchers at UNM and the Mind Research Network
would like to talk to you.

We are looking for:
• Married or cohabitating couples
• 21-45 years old
to participate in a research study examining
relationship conflict.

[Page 25] #food
Trying on
Green Jeans

The study involves three sessions. You may drink
alcohol in one or two sessions.

Couples can earn $200 for participating
[Page 26] #film
‘N.M. Film Focus’ —
On Talent

INTERESTED COUPLES:
Please call 505-272-9532 or visit

https://esurvey.unm.edu/opinio/s?s=1855
for more information and screening.
HRPO #12-433

One Free
General
Admission
Ticket

Tasting Rainbow

KSFR RADIO PRESENTS
A TALK BY JOHN DONVAN AND CAREN ZUCKER

BY SAMANTHA ANNE CARRILLO

When Presenting This Ad

March 5th, 2 p.m. game
Michael Mock Photography

O

ur reporter’s review of Green Jeans Farmery — see Page 25 — highlights
the three restaurants that initially ringed Santa Fe Brewing’s Albuquerque
taproom: Bocadillos, Soup Dog and Chill’n. Now the brightly colored complex
boasts additional culinary options, another brewery outlet and a fitness studio.
The enhanced menu includes Amore Neapolitan Pizzeria, Epiphany Espresso,
Rockin’ Taco, Rustic On The Green and Zeus’ Juice & Nutrition. Visitors can get
their nuevomexicano spirits on at Distillery 365 and work off some calories at
F.I.T. Studio.
Green Jeans’ grand opening celebration happens from 2 to 9 p.m. on Friday,
Feb. 19, and Saturday, Feb. 20. Local indie-rock trio Nocturnal Company and
funk and hip-hop threesome Merican Slang soundtrack the tasting party.
Green Jeans Farmery Grand Opening
Feb. 19–20, 2–9 p.m.
Green Jeans Farmery, 3600 Cutler NE, greenjeansfarmery.com

Date:
Time:
Location:

Cost:

Monday, February 22, 2016
7 pm
Unitarian Universalist Church
107 W. Barcelona Road
Santa Fe, NM
$10 online sales @ksfr.org or at the door

This event will benefit your community radio station, KSFR FM 101.1
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NEWS

compiled by abq free press staff

Exodus

More than 43,000 Cubans claimed
asylum in the United States last
year, and the clamor to get out
will only grow as Washington
and Havana accelerate normalization of relations. That’s because
Cubans fear their special asylum
status will be repealed and they’ll
be trapped in the poverty of the
communist state. Ironically, the
two Cuban-Americans running
for the GOP nomination for
president want the asylum provision eliminated, saying people
coming out of Cuba are economic
migrants, not people fleeing
oppression.

This just in

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea’s news service, the
official — but fake — mouthpiece
of the Kim Jong Un regime in
North Korea, tweeted this following Ted Cruz’s besting of Donald
Trump in Iowa: “US elections
blighted by fraud as thousands of
Canadians cross Iowa border to
vote for swinish Ted Cruise.” The

fake feed, which has in the past
fooled Newsweek, is hardly less
ludicrous than the DPRK’s actual
Twitter feed, which regularly
threatens to turn Seoul or Washington, D.C., into a “sea of fire.”

pay on a second claim. “Doctors
who accumulate multiple claims
are a problem,” the study’s lead
author told the newspaper. By
contrast, 94 percent of all doctors
have no malpractice claims.

Social media

Jet lag

Better delete that beer pong
Instagram post. Forty percent of
college admissions officers check
Facebook and other social media
when making decisions on college
applicants. Thirty-three percent
say they Google applicants,
according to the New York Post.

Bad docs

Just 1 percent of all doctors are
responsible for 32 percent of
all malpractice claim payouts,
The New York Times reported.
A study of 10 years of claims
records on file with the National
Practitioner Data Bank showed
a doctor who paid two medical
claims was twice as likely to have
another claim as a doctor who has
had one, and a doctor with six
claims was 12 times as likely to

The 787 Dreamliner, Boeing’s
newest long-haul jumbo jet, has
a built-in anti-jet lag feature: the
pressurization of its cabin. The
airplane, which is being flown
on United’s longest route, the
16-hour, 20-minute Atlanta-toJohannesburg run, is pressurized
to 6,000 feet — the equivalent of
Tramway Boulevard at Paseo Del
Norte. That’s compared to other
airliners, including the transcontinental workhorse Boeing 777,
which are pressurized to 8,000
feet, or the equivalent of the
mountain town of Truchas, N.M.
The higher-altitude pressurization leads to drier air and less
oxygen, which over a long flight
can lead to more fatigue and
headaches, Condé Nast Traveler
reported.

Is it Time to Panic Yet?

he Albuquerque metro area’s
economy was so bad between
2009 and 2014 that it almost fell
off the charts of three measures
of economic health, according to
a new report from the Brookings
Institution.
Of the largest 100 metro areas in
the United States, Albuquerque
ranked 100th, 99th and 83rd in
the three areas measured by
Brookings. Economically hobbled
cities such as Jackson, Miss., and
Rochester, N.Y., fared better than
Albuquerque.
The area ranked 99th for
economic growth, 83rd for prosperity and 100th for inclusion,
which measures how an area’s
poorest residents are doing in the
economy.
Economic development expert
Mark Lautman said the report
shows that the metro area’s economy has been contracting and
that business and political leaders
need to do something immediately, Lautman said. “Not only
are we not doing well, but the

poorest among us are doing even
worse. The pain is not equal. This
is just more real bad news.”
Here’s how the four-county
metro area ranked in the Brookings report:
Growth: During the five-year
period, the job growth rate was
minus 0.4 percent for a rank of
99. Gross metro product was up
by 2.5 percent for a rank of 87th,
and average wages fell by 2.3
percent for a 99th place rank.
Prosperity: The average annual
wage fell by 1.9 percent for a 94th
place rank, while the per-capita
gross metro product dropped by
0.7 percent for a rank of 83rd.
Inclusion: The percentage of the
working-age population that was
employed fell by 6.6 percent for
last place on the list; the median
wage dropped by 10.1 percent for
98th place; and the poverty rate
grew by 1.4 percent, putting us in
63rd place.
Lautman, principal of Lautman Economic Architecture
LLC, has been working with the
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Legislature’s Interim Jobs Council for the past several years to
develop a baseline for where the
state’s economy is and where it
needs to go to return to prerecession levels. The council’s latest
report said the state needs to add
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Hanging on by Their Fingernails

BY ANDY BEALE

O

n Jan. 1, New Mexico reimposed work requirements to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program, requiring some food stamp recipients to
do 20 hours a week of an “approved work activity”
(working, volunteering, or searching for a job) in
order to receive benefits. The rule applies to childless adults ages 18- 49 without a disability.
The work requirements have been part of the food
stamp program since they were passed during the
Clinton administration in 1996. During the recession, however, New Mexico and other states were
allowed to waive the requirement. As the economy
improved, the feds advised many states that their
waivers were ending. The Associated Press recently
reported that more than a million people may be
affected by the return of the work requirement in the
22 states reimposing it this year.
Able-bodied, childless adults without a disability
who don’t meet the work requirement can get food
stamps for just three months in a 36-month period,
according to federal regulations. To receive benefits
after their three months are up, they must work or
engage in job training for 20 hours a week.
Generally, states can get waivers if they have
an unemployment rate greater than 10 percent
or can show there is a lack of jobs. New Mexico’s
unemployment rate led the nation at 6.7 percent in
December. According to the Center on Budget and
Policy Priorities, New Mexico is one of four states
that remain eligible for a statewide waiver, which
the governor has declined to pursue. The center
says that this year, 40 states will impose the work
requirements on SNAP recipients.
ABQ Free Press spoke with several Albuquerque-area,
homeless food-stamp recipients about their lives,
their needs, and their ideas on the governor’s insistence on reinstating the work requirement in the face
of Albuquerque’s poor jobs picture.
Of the five people we interviewed, only one falls
under the work requirement, but their stories share
a common thread — the tenuousness of their mental,
physical and economic conditions and the travails of
trying to find and keep work while homeless.

Bad knee

It’s not easy to get knee surgery when you’re
homeless.
Kenneth Antoine has worked in construction for
most of his life, taking maintenance jobs when his
age started to catch up with him. At 61, he’s exempt
from the food stamp work requirement, but that
hasn’t stopped him from looking for work
He receives disability and Medicaid, but without
a stable place for post-operation rehab, he says, he
can’t get the knee surgery to return to work.
“I started feeling the pain, more of the pain, when
I was around 45. And I just figured I was slowing
down. It’s a young man’s game,” he says. “I knew I
was getting too old for doing what I did, construction, but there’s other opportunities. I did supervisor, I did superintendent work, but then you know, I
got a bad knee.”
Antoine has been homeless for about five years,
and he sleeps in shelters or sometimes outside.

“I tried to be in the
county, away, when I
had a bicycle,” he says.
“I can get 10, 15 miles
away from town and
camp out. … You don’t
have people come by
bothering you. You have
to be up half the night
defending yourself or
running people off.”
Homelessness came
gradually, as he found
less and less work as
he got older. He was
working maintenance
in a motel on Central
Avenue, living in the
motel as payment for his
work. But the job didn’t
Andy Beale
work out.
Kenneth Antoine stands outside The Rock at Noon Day, a soup kitchen and day shel“It was up on Central, ter. “There’s a lot of services here, but there’s not a lot of opportunities,” he says.
and there were hookers
next door, and they
lot more contributing factors to it than just that,” he
were loud all night, and I was working all day, and
says. “The economy needs to be better. I’ll tell you,
I asked her to tell ’em to tone it down, and they
the economy’s going downhill. It’ll take generations
didn’t, and just one summer day, I got on my bike
to fix this.”
and left.”
There were more than 460,000 people on food stamps (officially
known as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) in
New Mexico as of October, according to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. That’s roughly one of every five people in the state.
In addition, the Albuquerque-based homeless shelter St. Martin’s
estimates that approximtely17,000 people in New Mexico are
homeless at some point every year.

He’s been homeless ever since, taking odd jobs,
including a temp position loading and unloading
trailers full of newspapers for the Albuquerque
Journal. He eats meals at The Rock at Noon Day, a
soup kitchen and day shelter on Second Street, and
he receives food stamps. But he wants to get back to
work and someday go back to school. As a younger
man, he earned 60 credit hours at UNM before
dropping out. If he could get an education, he’d like
to become a social worker.
“I was gonna be an engineer, and I can’t see anybody hiring a 65-year-old engineer, you know,” he
says. “But social work would be different. Help people with addictions. Help people that are homeless.”
Antoine also wants to leave Albuquerque. He says
it’s easy to find food and other basic items necessary
for survival at shelters in the city, but it’s nearly
impossible to pull yourself out of homelessness.
“There’s a lot of services here, but there’s not a lot
of opportunities. If you want everything for free,
stand in line, and you’ll get it,” he says. “I think that
they could have more, you know, they could have
more opportunities, small opportunities that people
could maybe work to make bigger.”
“I think it’s [the poor jobs picture] a lot deeper
than a lot of people see. And a lot of people think,
‘Well, this guy’s homeless, he’s a bum.’ There’s a

Carless

Roger Evans became homeless because his car got
towed.
“Well, it all started off at, I took some friends up to
San Antonio, Texas, and I was going to make a stop
in Arlington because I planned on going to Six Flags.
And my car got towed away. It was parked in a spot
where it shouldn’t have been parked at,” he says.
Being carless led to prolonged joblessness, which
led to homelessness.
“Without a car, especially in Texas, it’s extremely
hard to find a job,” Roger says. “There was a few
places that wanted to hire me and stuff like that, and
I had to be honest with ’em, and I told ’em I didn’t
have a car or anything like that, and it was, it just
wasn’t, they weren’t willing to hire me.”
But even in tragedy, there’s sometimes a blessing,
and shortly after becoming homeless, Roger met
Kimberly at a homeless shelter in Arlington, Texas.
They were married soon after, and they’ve been
together eight years now. Kimberly has two children
who are staying with her parents, but at the time,
they were with her in the homeless shelter.
“It’s kind of a funny story,” Roger says. “Her
daughter Lilly walked up to me, and she called me
‘Daddy.’ So it’s kinda like, at first I didn’t know
what to take from that.”
The couple has spent the past 11 months at Joy
Junction, a homeless shelter in Southwest Albuquerque. They frequently volunteer with the
shelter, and Roger is particularly proud of the work
he’s done feeding people around Albuquerque out
of Joy Junction’s Lifeline of Hope food trucks.
“I mean, man, Lifeline, I can’t brag enough on the
Lifeline trucks,” he says and added that he encourages readers to bring food donations to Joy Junction.
cont. on page 14
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A Conspiracy of Silence over Sandia’s Nuke Dump
BY bob klein

A

secret arrangement between two
government agencies legally
mandated to protect the health of
Albuquerque residents led them to
turn a blind eye to the threat of potential contamination of the city’s drinking water supply by Sandia National
Laboratories’ nuclear and chemical
waste landfill.
The arrangement between the
U.S. EPA regional office in Dallas
and the New Mexico Environment
Department appears to have been
concocted to hide NMED’s failure to
adequately monitor the groundwater threat from the landfill years ago,
according to documents obtained by
ABQ Free Press.
The NMED’s failure came in its
role of overseeing the placement of
groundwater monitoring wells, which
over time produced no useful data on
whether radiation or chemicals from
the landfill were migrating toward the
city’s drinking water. A decades-long
effort to keep that fact from the public
followed, the documents show.
A representative of Citizen Action
New Mexico, a group that has pushed

for accountability from Sandia, called
the withholding of the data “a criminal act.”
The hidden partnership potentially
places thousands of Albuquerque
residents at risk from continuing toxic
and radioactively-contaminated water
from the mixed waste landfill at the
south end of Kirtland Air Force Base.

The unlined 2.6-acre dump sits 500 feet
above Albuquerque’s aquifer and poses
no threat to it, according to the EPA.
When the EPA Office of Inspector
General examined the nature of
the relationship that existed in the
late 2000s between EPA’s regional
office and NMED, it found evidence
of a records cover-up, widespread

violations of EPA policies, and evidence
that EPA regional officials had been
pressured by NMED to conclude that
NMED’s proposed solution to the landfill — a simple dirt cover — was best.
The EPA OIG was especially critical of the EPA regional office’s and
NMED’s reliance on the data from the
defective groundwater monitoring
wells. Independent experts say the
wells produced “useless” data.
Local environmental advocates say
the dirt-cover solution is inadequate
to protect Albuquerque’s drinking
water. They say the net result is that
no one at EPA, Sandia or NMED
knows whether the landfill is leaking
radioactive or chemical contaimination toward the aquifer.
“We found that some Region 6 staff
members intentionally did not document their oversight of the Sandia
MWL monitoring wells. The Chief
of the Federal Facilities Section and
Project Engineer for Sandia also limited public involvement by withholding information regarding the MWL
monitoring wells and dismissing
the Region’s concerns about the site
cont. on page 10

Ask A Professional

Odes Armijo-Caster has the distinction of being the sole person
in New Mexico with dual Solar Photovoltaic and Solar Thermal
technology. He has also provided presentations, workshops and
seminars on solar energy systems throughout the world.

Sacred Power
1501 12th St. NW
Albuquerque, NM 87104
(505) 242-2292

Q: I installed a solar collector on

my house in 1984. It worked
great for 30 years, but recently
stopped. Is it worth fixing?

sounds like you might have either a solar hot air or solar hot water
A: Itsystem
installed on your house. During the late 70s and early 80s,

thousands of solar thermal systems were installed as a result of the
energy crisis. Very few solar electric/photovoltaic systems were
installed during that period. If you have a solar hot air system, the
problem is probably related to the blower/controller assembly, which
delivers cool air from your house to the solar collector and then

tempered glass and it appears visibly yellow, you might want a solar
technician to see if that needs replacing as well. As for solar hot water
systems, many different types were installed during those years, so
have a professional familiar with solar hot water heating determine if

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Anti-tax Ideologues Fiddle
While N.M. Flat-lines
BY JOE MONAHAN

W

hat crashed
the state
budget? Simple.
Sinking energy prices
have cost the treasury
millions in royalties,
as have years of overzealous tax cutting in
Santa Fe.
The state’s economy has been woefully
mismanaged by both Democrats and
Republicans and culminated this month
with the report that there will be only
$30 million in new revenue for the
budget year that starts July 1 (not that
anyone really believes even that token
amount will come through).
In fact, there’s a decent chance we will
fail to collect enough to fund the $6.3
billion budget that the Legislature is
approving for the new budget year. Says
Gallup Democratic Sen. George Munoz:
“I think when all is said and done, we’re
going to have a deficit.”
And it’s not only the epic crash in oil
and natural gas prices. The Legislative
Finance Committee reports there also
has been an across-the-board drop in
gross receipts tax collections.
That’s a development that has put the
state on a full-blown recession watch,
even as we continue to stagger from
the effects of the Great Recession that
began in 2008.
Gov. Bill Richardson slashed personal
income taxes when he was in office. That
was followed by Gov. Susana Martinez
wielding the knife on corporate taxes,
all approved by compliant legislative
Democrats. Actually, both sides have colluded to give away so many convoluted
tax credits and exemptions that no one
seems to know how much they’ve cost.
And then they repeatedly appropriate
money for capital outlay projects and
leave hundreds of millions of it unspent.
Mismanagement or malpractice?
It’s not like state government is
bloated.
Years of anemic state budgets and an
austere Republican chief executive and
legislative leadership have seen to that.
If we are going to do more than keep
the lights on, Santa Fe is going to have
to talk about raising revenue.
We know that these days that’s like
yelling the F bomb in church, but
we’ve been to this movie before. Back
in the 1980s, we had the Big Mac tax
cut – named for Republican Rep. Colin
McMillan — which was followed by a
crash in energy prices.
The Legislature eventually repealed
Big Mac. That was when economic policy
was flexible. Today the “no new taxes”
mantra is cemented in ideology, mainly

by the radical Republicans but also by
fearful Democrats who believe raising
new revenue is politically poisonous.
Take a look at how this is playing out
in Rio Rancho.
Republican Mayor Greg Hull has
flip-flopped from his initial support of
a $9 million bond issue to improve Rio
Rancho roads. We expressed surprise
and support of Hull’s backing of bonds,
which would mean a very slight increase
in property taxes (only about $7.30 over
two years on a $100,000 house).
Hull’s original position, as noted in
the Rio Rancho newspaper, went like
this: “These roads aren’t getting better
and they’re not getting cheaper. We
need to protect our business locations
and property values by investing in
infrastructure.” And the headline in
Albuquerque’s business paper said: “Rio
Rancho mayor makes the case to the biz
community for a tax increase.”
We wondered if the GOP would revoke
Hull’s membership for speaking such
heresy. Well, it appears Hull flinched and
reversed himself. Now look at what’s
happening:
Councilors were split 3–3 on the
proposal to put the road bond question
on the ballot, with Mayor Hull voting
in favor of the measure to break the
tie. “It’s not where I stand on the road
bond, but getting the (question) out to
the voters so they can make an informed
decision,” Hull said. “The tie I broke was
to send it to the voters. As a community,
we need to explore every option on how
we’re going to repair our infrastructure.”
For a fleeting moment, we thought we
spotted a Republican mayor with some
huevos who would stand up for his city.
By backing down, Hull has shown the
worst instincts of today’s Republican
Party — an inflexible, ideologically driven
agenda that refuses to change course
even when confronted with facts and
circumstances that contradict their
position, such as the need to repair
crumbling roads in Rio Rancho.
That goes double for what is happening
at the legislative session where Republicans insist that under no circumstances
will the state seek new revenue to fund
education or other pressing needs.
The fatal calculation made by the
austerity hawks — the notion that
“you get what you pay for” — is that
it applies only to the private sector. It’s
another reason New Mexico continues to
flat-line.

Joe Monahan is a veteran of New Mexico
politics. His daily blog can be found at
joemonahan.com
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Rio Rancho Fracking,
Panthers and Santolina
D
by sayrah namastÉ

on’t frack with
Rio Rancho: A
grassroots group of
residents has been
fighting the proposed
application to change
the zoning of 10,000
parcels of private land
near Rio Rancho so
that it can be open to
fracking and drilling for oil.
Recently, the group had a victory when it
convinced the Sandoval County Planning and
Zoning Commission to deny the application
from SandRidge Energy. The company is
being sued in Oklahoma, Kansas and Pennsylvania and has been under an investigation
by the U.S. Department of Justice. Recently,
the state of Oklahoma closed seven of
SandRidge’s wells because they have been
linked to earthquakes.
Elaine Cimino, one of the residents
organizing the opposition, said, “The area
where they want to drill is where the aquifer
is located. This is the drinking source for
about 100,000 people. We are concerned
that casings break and leak. It will damage
our water, our air, our children’s health as
well as our property values.”
The coalition includes “Fracking No Way”
in Sandoval County and Save Rio Rancho,
with support from Food & Water Watch,
Sierra Club Central Rio Grande Chapter,
Earthworks Gas & Oil Accountability Project,
and the New Energy Economy.
The coalition has organized a community
forum for 5:30-7:30 p.m. on Thursday,
Feb. 11, at the Loma Colorado Library
Auditorium, 755 Loma Colorado Drive N.E.
in Rio Rancho. The forum is to discuss what
the next steps are in the land use process
and how to ask for accountability when the
oil and gas industry is exempt from many
environmental regulations.
Speakers will include Mariel Nanasi from
the New Energy Economy, Mary Feldblum
from the Oil and Gas Accountability Project/
Earthworks, Greg Mello from the Los Alamos
Study Group, Cheyenne Antonio from the
Chaco Coalition, and Donnie Lamber, a local
resident. Each speaker will offer suggestions
on how to hold the oil and gas industry
accountable as well as ways to build an
economic answer to the state budget crisis
due to the current decline in oil and gas
prices.
The forum is the first in a series of public
meetings for residents of the Rio Rancho
area being offered by the “Stop the Frack
Attack” residents’ group. Find more information at stopthefrackattack.blogspot.com.
Santolina update: Community activists
who have been fighting the proposed
Santolina development west of Albuquerque
are hosting a Valentine-themed fundraiser
dubbed “Stop Breaking My Heart Santolina”

from noon to 2 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 12 at
the offices of the South West Organizing
Project, 211 10th St. N.W. Enjoy homemade
frito pie and Valentine’s Day goodies while
getting an update on the fight to stop the
Santolina development. The fundraiser
will help the coalition with legal fees.
Find more information at facebook.com/
events/757725117691654/
Black Panthers doc: If you haven’t had a
chance to see the riveting new documentary
“The Black Panthers: Vanguard of the
Revolution,” then check it out at 6:30-9 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 17, at the KiMo Theater,
423 Central Ave. N.W.
A panel discussion facilitated by Gene
Grant of KNME-TV’s “New Mexico in Focus”
will include Dr. Sonia Gipson Rankin, UNM
associate dean for curriculum and program
development; Dr. Jamal Martin, UNM
director of peace and justice studies and
the Department of African Studies; and
Fernando Malik Barrios Bradford, youth
leader.
Another event that is part of Black History
Month is the Asante Awards event honoring
African American educators from 5–7 p.m.
on Tuesday, Feb. 23, at the African American
Performing Arts Center, 310 San Pedro
Drive N.E.
Event organizers note on their website:
“The teaching profession has historically
been one of the most prestigious professions
in the black community. Pre- and post-segregation, the Black teacher has launched the
dreams of many deserving and many times
overlooked black students. Perhaps more
importantly, the Black teacher has served
as role model, encourager, enforcer and
protector for minority youth in our school
systems.”
For a complete listing of activities, lectures,
and celebrations in Albuquerque, go to
nmblackhistorymonth.com.
Morality at the Roundhouse?: The
New Mexico Federation of Labor has held
weekly “Moral Mondays” at the Roundhouse
during the legislative session. Inspired by the
effective “Moral Mondays” movement that
started in 2013 in North Carolina, progressive
and labor organizations rally and eat lunch
together in front of the Capitol to share and
learn about issues affecting families.
The focus of the Moral Monday event
set for Monday, Feb. 15, is “Educators and
Children.” Teachers unions and organizations
that champion public policies that improve
the status and well-being of New Mexico’s
children will speak. For more information,
visit Facebook and search on “New Mexico
United for Change.”

Sayrah Namasté is an organizer with the
American Friends Service Committee in
Albuquerque. She writes about events of
interest to Albuquerque’s activist community.

COLUMNS
Stop with the Teen Curfew,
Get-tough Grandstanding
I
BY dan Klein

n my two decades in law enforce-		
ment, one thing I learned was that
when politicians run out of ideas for
solving a problem facing our society, they
throw the police at it.
One of the latest and worst examples
of this kind of knee-jerk, uninspired
policymaking in New Mexico is the
proposed teen curfew bill at the
Legislature. As a retired Albuquerque
Police Department sergeant with
extensive patrol experience during the
graveyard shift, I am here to tell you
that teen curfews are a very bad idea.
Not just bad for the teens but bad for
their families, our communities and our
police officers.
First of all, there are serious constitutional concerns that everyone should
have when it comes to passing laws that
target people simply for being young
and in public. Teen curfew laws have
been struck down by courts on constitutional grounds in Alaska, Washington,
Connecticut, New Jersey and Indiana.
Given the current state of New
Mexico’s economy, we can’t afford to
pour money down the drain on policies
that are unenforceable, put our kids at
risk by forcing unnecessary confrontations with police officers, and drive a
wedge between police and members of
the community.
Before the New Mexico Supreme
Court struck it down as illegal,
Albuquerque had a teen curfew law
on the books for a short period during
my tenure at APD. Here’s a confession:
I never enforced it. I cannot name one
officer who did enforce it.
Why?
Because we simply had more important work to do than pulling over
people whose only crime was “looking
young” while driving to work the graveyard shift, returning from a study group,
visiting family, or any one of a thousand
other legitimate late-night activities.
We knew our job was to focus on
people, without prejudice to age, who
actually were behaving suspiciously or
committing crimes – not investigating
every kid out past bedtime. Probable
cause should never be built upon what
someone looks like. It should be based
on their activities. You don’t need a
curfew law for that.
Even if officers were made to strictly
enforce a teen curfew, would you really
want them to?
Are you really comfortable with an
armed police officer potentially confronting your child anytime they are out
a little late?

Teenagers don’t always have the
best judgment in encounters with
police and might panic and run. In
seconds, a simple stop for a curfew
violation could turn into a foot chase
between an officer and a terrified kid.
The shooting death of James Boyd in
the Albuquerque foothills is a chilling
reminder of how quickly a routine
police encounter can escalate to the use
of deadly force.

Do you want your child to
potentially be Tased by
an officer when the child’s
only offense was being
out late?
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An About-face in Drug Sentencing Policy Begins
BY PETER ST. CYR

H

undreds of New Mexicans in
federal prison on drug charges
will be eligible over the next five
years to apply for reductions in their
sentences — new federal guidelines
recommend a two-level drop in some
of the 14 sentencing enhancements for
non-violent drug offenses.
A recent report by the U.S. Sentencing Commission said that 61 percent
of the federal drug-related prisoners
from New Mexico who applied for
sentencing reductions in 2015 did
indeed have their sentences reduced.
Studies have shown that longer jail
sentences have a minimal effect on

recidivism or increased public safety.
At a cost of $6.4 billion annually, the
country’s prison population stood at
2.2 million adults in 2012, the latest
year for which complete figures are
available.
In fiscal year 2013, in New Mexico
alone, 455 federal defendants faced
drug charges, 436 received prison time
and 70 were given mandatory sentences. In 2014, fewer than 10 percent
of offenders were offered probation
or were diverted to drug treatment
programs, as federal policies shifted
away from community supervision in
favor of incarceration.

What You Should Know About the Zika Virus

BY RENE THOMPSON

Plus, think about the number of Taser
abuses by APD, as reported by the U.S.
Department of Justice. Do you want
your child to potentially be Tased by an
officer when the child’s only offense was
being out late? That is the unforeseen
consequence of these types of bad laws.
Even if we could guarantee a safe outcome for every curfew encounter, we’d
still be creating negative police experiences and eroding young people’s trust
and respect for law enforcement. That’s
not what community policing looks like.
Teen curfews don’t actually do
anything to reduce teen crime rates.
According to the U.S. Department of
Justice, the vast majority of juvenile
crimes occur during noncurfew hours,
peaking at around 3 in the afternoon.
It’s no surprise then that multiple academic studies over the years have shown
that curfews are ineffective at reducing
teen crime. Teen curfew laws are political theater, plain and simple.
The bottom line here is that cops can’t
play mom and dad to every kid in New
Mexico, nor should they be expected
to. It’s not fair to law enforcement, and
it’s not fair to the parents who have the
right to make decisions about what is
right for their own kids.
Police are going to continue to focus
on catching criminals, regardless of
their age. We don’t need ill-conceived
curfew laws to help with that. What we
do need are legislators with the courage
and creativity to explore solutions to
societal problems outside of the same
old, tired “lock ’em up” mentality that
has failed us for decades.

Dan Klein is a retired Albuquerque police
sergeant. Reach him via Facebook.

What is Zika?

Zika virus is spread to people mostly through
mosquito bites, although there are reports that Zika
has been transmitted through sex via the semen of a
man previously bitten by a Zika-carrying mosquito.
In Brazil, where the virus is spreading rapidly, the
virus has been found in urine and saliva, but it is
unclear whether it can be transmitted to another
person through those fluids.

What are the symptoms?

The most common symptoms of Zika virus disease
are fever, rash, joint pain, and conjunctivitis (red
eyes). The illness is usually mild with symptoms
lasting from several days to a week. One out of four
infected people develops symptoms of the disease.
Severe disease requiring hospitalization is uncommon, according to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. Since the outbreak began, there
have been reports of people dying of Guillain-Barré
syndrome after having been bitten by Zika-carrying
mosquitoes.

What about pregnant women?

It is believed, although it has not been scientifically
proven, that pregnant women who become infected
with the Zika virus deliver babies with a condition
called microcephaly, a condition where a baby’s
head is much smaller than expected. During pregnancy, a baby’s head grows because the baby’s brain
grows. Microcephaly can occur because a baby’s
brain has not developed properly during pregnancy
or has stopped growing after birth, which results in
a smaller head size.
In Brazil, since the first case was reported in May
2015, more than 3,500 babies have been born with
microcephaly. By contrast, Brazil typically sees 100
to 120 cases of microcephaly in a year, but officials
say those numbers may have missed some babies
born with the condition.
The government of El Salvador recently warned

women there not to get pregnant for at least a year,
with the expectation that the Zika outbreak will
wane by then, as other viral outbreaks have. The
World Health Organization declared a health emergency and called on researchers from many nations
to share their research to confirm the Zika-microcephaly link and to identify how the virus does its
damage once inside the human body. The CDC’s
warning is not as severe. It warns pregnant women
not to travel to Central America or have unprotected
sex with someone who has been there.

Where did Zika come from?

The virus was isolated for the first time in 1947
in the Zika forest in Uganda. Since then, it has
remained mainly in Africa, with small and sporadic
outbreaks in Asia. In 2007, a major epidemic was
reported on the island of Yap (Micronesia), where
nearly 75 percent of the population was infected.

Where has it spread?

It’s throughout South America, Mexico, Central
America, Cape Verde Island, the Pacific Islands and
the Caribbean, including Puerto Rico. Earlier this
month, Florida Gov. Rick Scott declared a health
emergency in four counties after at least nine cases
of the mosquito-borne Zika illness were detected in
Florida. Health officials believe all of the cases are
related to people who contracted the disease while
traveling to affected countries. In Dallas County,
Texas, officials recently reported the first case of
Zika in a woman they believed received the virus
through sexual contact with someone who had been
in Central America.
Scientists say sexual transmission is extremely
rare. Doctors don’t know if a person needs to be sick
with obvious symptoms at the time of sex in order to
spread the virus through semen.

How did it get to Brazil?

It is believed that a member of a French Polynesian
canoeing team was infected before the team traveled

to Brazil early this year to compete in a race.

What kinds of mosquitoes spread Zika and
do we have them in New Mexico?

The Aedes aegypti mosquito and the Aedes
albopictus mosquito both can spread Zika. Both can
be found in Southern New Mexico in the Las Cruces,
Carlsbad and Roswell areas. Those types of mosquitoes are also found in much larger areas of Southern
Texas, and Southern Arizona.

What do New Mexico health officials say?

Dr. Paul Ettestad, the New Mexico Department of
Health’s expert in diseases that spread from animals
to humans, said DOH is alerting the state’s health
facilities on how to spot the symptoms of Zika. He
said summer, when it rains, could be worrisome.
“We do have two types of mosquitoes that can
transmit the Zika virus,” he said.
“The best thing that people can do is pay attention
to any potential breeding sites near their home,
and any areas with standing water, such as flower
pots, rain barrels, or even standing water within the
home,” Dr. Ettestad said.
Rene Thompson is a staff writer at ABQ Free Press.
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without documenting their decisions,”
the EPA OIG wrote in a report in 2010.
“We found that one Oversight Review
team member [of EPA Region 6] felt
the team was pushed to agree with
NMED’s position regarding the MWL
monitoring wells,” the EPA OIG wrote.
The current EPA Region 6 administrator, Ron Curry, who oversees
the landfill now and recently refused
to reexamine its safety record, is the
same person who, as head of NMED,
was in charge of regulating it on behalf
of the state in the early 2000s — the
period covered by the EPA OIG audit.
The landfill was opened in 1959
to hold the radioactive and chemically corrosive debris from Cold War
experiments, including melted down
nuclear reactors, plutonium-contaminated medical debris from animal testing, nuclear fuel pins and radioactive
soil from Pacific Islands nuclear blast
tests, as well as an intact but heavily
irradiated fire truck. It stopped collecting waste in 1988.
According to Sandia documents, the
landfill is strongly suspected to contain metallic sodium, which explodes
upon contact with water. The labs’
own documents show that lab officials
don’t have a full inventory of what’s
in it, which contradicts what it told
the EPA. For instance, lab reports
show its engineers can’t explain high
levels of gamma radiation measured
at the surface of one portion of the
landfill.

NMED pressure

According to registered geologist
Robert Gilkeson, a former Los Alamos
National Laboratories lead consultant
for well installations and monitoring
who has examined the landfill record
as an independent expert, the groundwater monitoring network beneath
the trenches and pits of the dump was
“defective at all times.”
Sandia, the U.S. Department of
Energy, NMED and EPA had known
since 1992 that they were seriously
flawed and the monitoring well network did not comply with federal law,
Gilkeson said.
That assertion is backed by EPA’s
documents. In May 2007, CANM
requested an EPA Inspector General
audit of EPA Region 6’s oversight of
the landfill. Edward Baldinger, the
EPA auditor dispatched to investigate
CANM’s complaints, stated in a Dec.
14, 2009, report, “As the writing and
draft comments progressed to a final
letter [after some 20 drafts], the [EPA
Region 6 Technical] team was pushed

more and more to agree with NMED’s
position.”
“Several old wells,” Baldinger
wrote, “were located in the wrong
direction, wrong depths and not
functioning because the wells had
gone dry and the well screens were
corroded,” possibly “skew[ing] the
sample results.”
Baldinger concluded that “EPA’s
Region 6 had its results preconceived
[because] its management did not
want NMED [seen as] doing anything
wrong. Therefore, management created a structure to ensure the appropriate outcome would result.”
Critics of the lab argue that had
accurate water-monitoring data been
considered, other, more expensive
remedies for the landfill would have
been on the table. Those included
digging up the landfill to determine
exactly what’s in it, moving its contents to a deep underground storage
facility, or encasing the contaminated
area in a massive concrete coffin.
Digging up the landfill would have
exposed workers to danger, ther lab
has argued.
NMED is close to signing off on
placing a vegetation, soil and “bio-intrusion cover” above the existing dirt
cover to keep rainwater and animals
from getting into the landfill.
“NMED pushed hard for EPA
Region 6 not to even question the
past [groundwater test] results or
the viability of past tests,” Baldinger
reported. He also concluded CANM
“got shortchanged” by Region 6 in the
group’s demand for accountability
from the agency.
In that regard, the April 14, 2010, EPA
OIG final report, entitled “Region 6
Needs to Improve Oversight Practices,”
found that the EPA Region 6 office
labeled a public document as “confidential” to keep it out of the hands of
the public. It also avoided putting decisions in writing so relevant documents
could not be obtained by CANM
through the Freedom of Information
Act, according to the report.
The report also said, “The Project
Engineer for Sandia intentionally did
not document concerns with NMED’s
management of the MWL monitoring wells specifically to withhold the
information from the public.”
CANM’s Dave McCoy, who has
reviewed 5,000 documents related to
the landfill that the group obtained
through FOIA, said, “NMED used
the worthless samples as the basis for
allowing the so-called dirt cover solution to be installed.”
“They knowingly used false info
from defective monitoring wells to
cont. on page 12
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Mayor, Perry Ramming Through APD ‘Shrink’ Contract
BY DENNIS DOMRZALSKI

M

ayor Richard Berry’s administration wants a
new contract with a police department psychologist who was hammered in a city audit last year for
questionable business practices and the appearance of
potential wrongdoing in his dealings with the city.
The effort to give Troy Rodgers a $70,000 contract
to provide psychological services to the Albuquerque
Police Department has angered City Councilor Diane
Gibson, who said the proposed deal reeks of cronyism.
“It is a highly unethical and cozy relationship
between Troy Rodgers and the administration at the
taxpayers’ expense,” Gibson told ABQ Free Press. “Albuquerque is crawling with psychologists, but this is
not the guy [for the job].”
Gibson also accused the administration of trying
to skirt the City Council approval process by giving
Rodgers a contract worth $70,000, which is just below
the threshold that requires council approval.
“This new contract should come before this body,”
Gibson said during the Feb. 1 council meeting when
she grilled city Chief Administrative Officer Rob
Perry about the deal. She said the administration was
interested in using Rodgers’ service for a long period
of time and accused Perry of “artificially holding
it [the contract] to $70,000 and trying to skirt this
[approval process].”
Gibson also suggested that the city put the contract

out to bid, but there appears to be nothing the City
Council can do to block the contract.
Perry told Gibson that the administration wanted
to keep Rodgers, who has been under contract with
APD since 2011, on board because he was a nationally
recognized expert in the area of police psychology.
“We do intend to maintain him [Rodgers],” Perry
told Gibson.

‘It is a highly unethical and
cozy relationship between
Troy Rodgers and
the administration at the
taxpayers’ expense’
—City Councilor Diane Gibson

Rodgers’ business practices were called into
question this past October when an internal city audit
found that while serving as acting director of APD’s
Behavioral Sciences Division, Rodgers submitted invoices to his division from other companies he owned
and he then approved those expenses in his role as
Behavioral Sciences Division’s acting director.
“The information submitted in the anonymous
complaints to OIA [Office of Internal Audit] identifies

the appearance
of potential
wrongdoing
and questionable business
practices by a
contractor and
APD,” the audit
said. It added
that since 2011,
the city has paid
Rodgers’ various
companies
nearly $500,000.
When the audit
was released,
Perry said the
city was working to impose
controls so that
Rodgers wouldn’t be approving his own companies’
invoices. During last week’s council meeting, Perry
said those controls had been put in place.
But Gibson, a Democrat from District 7 in the
mid-Northeast Heights, told ABQ Free Press she
doesn’t believe the administration on anything it says
about Rodgers. For instance, Gibson said that during
Cont. on page 15

After Years, Disabled Marine Finally Gets Pay, Benefits
BY PETER ST. CYR

ABQ Free Press
Followup

A

n Albuquerque veteran left homeless
and unemployed for months even
after his disabilities were determined to be
service-connected finally has received his
back pay.
ABQ Free Press first reported this past October on Craig Gaymon’s financial struggles
and his battle to collect $153,000. The former
Marine became homeless while federal officials dragged their feet on complying with a
veterans law judge’s order in Gaymon’s favor.
Gaymon, diagnosed with pulmonary lung
disease and sarcoidosis, a rare inflammatory
disease that attacks his organs, had inhaled
chemical fumes inside a military storage
facility in Korea in the 1970s. He spent 25
Craig Gaymon fought for years for his VA benefits.
years proving his illnesses were connected to
his service, but every claim was denied.
congresswoman had launched her public-service
He said administrators knew their assessments
career helping the elderly and veterans.
about his medical condition were wrong from the
“In our eyes, he was in dire straits and needed
beginning, and he questions why it took so long to
the money he deserved,” said Gilbert Gallegos, the
process his check after he won his final appeal.
congresswoman’s communications director. “Fed“Veterans shouldn’t have to fight to earn the beneeral bureaucrats often lose sight that these kinds
fits we earned serving our country,” Gaymon said.
of delays really impact people’s lives, sometimes
After the newspaper inquired about the monthsprofoundly.”
long pay delay, U.S. Rep. Michelle Lujan Grisham,
For Gaymon, who already had moved out of his
a New Mexico Democrat, directed her constituentbunk at the Albuquerque Heading Home shelter, the
service team to help resolve Gaymon’s case. The
delay meant scrambling to find shelter with friends

and sleeping on their sofas. He made daily
checks to see if the money he needed to rent
and furnish a home had been electronically
deposited in his benefits account.
In December, Gaymon finally received the
money.
Since then, he has taken a trip home to
visit a daughter fighting cancer and a short
vacation to the Riverwalk neighborhood in
San Antonio.
While he’s socked away most of the money
for a “rainy day,” Gaymon said he used some
of the money to buy a 2010 Porsche Panamera, his dream car.
With his case settled, Gaymon also has
file photo
started collecting a $2,900 monthly check for
his service-connected disabilities. That, along
with a $1,100-a-month Social Security check,
has helped him back on his feet – giving
him time to volunteer as a liaison and fundraiser at
Lawyers for Warriors.
The nonprofit legal advocacy group founded by
Albuquerque Attorney David Standridge helps
veterans connect with doctors and secure medical
exams and prepare documents for their disability
claims and appeals.
Peter St. Cyr is an independent journalist in
Albuquerque. Reach him at Peter.stcyr@gmail.com
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make the decision to leave
wastes under the dirt cover,”
McCoy said.
“This is a criminal act in my
opinion,” he said. “Basically a
decision based on fraud.”

Conflict of interest

The EPA records contain
no allegations of criminal
conduct but they do raise
the possibility of a conflict of
interest involving a key player
that might explain the EPA
auditor’s finding of pressure to reach pre-conceived
conclusions.
In 2003, former Gov.
Richardson — who served as
the U.S. Department of Energy
in the late 1990s — appointed
Ron Curry as the state’s chief
environmental regulator with
ultimate state regulatory
authority over the landfill.
Curry held that job until 2010
when Richardson’s second
term as governor ended. In
2012, Curry became the EPA
Region 6 administrator, a position which gives him continuing responsibility for federal
oversight of the landfill today.
The EPA OIG criticisms in
the 2010 report were directed
at EPA and NMED officials’
behavior that occurred before
Curry took over at Region 6
but while he was still head of
NMED.
Over the years, Curry has
refused to allow a reexaminationof the documented
conditions at the dump. The
EPA actions that the EPA OIG
criticized in the 2010 report
occurred before Curry took
over Region 6 but while he
was still head of NMED.
During Curry’s tenure at
NMED, his agency issued an
order on April 29, 2004, requiring replacement of the seven
defective monitoring wells at
the Sandia landfill. That order
was never carried out.
Nevertheless, NMED and
DOE/Sandia used the defective well data at a subsequent
public hearing, “knowing
the groundwater monitoring
system was no good to find
contamination,” Gilkeson said.
Less than a year later, on
May 26, 2005, Curry did not
object to the use of data from

the defective monitoring network as the technical basis to
make a final NMED determination that the 720,000 cubic
feet of hazardous and radioactive wastes should be left
in place under a simple dirt
cover.
The reliance on the defective data didn’t end there. It
was relied upon again last
July when an NMED hearing
officer, Christopher Saucedo,
after hearing public comments,
decided that landfill, based on
the existing record, should be
left undisturbed save for the
addition of the bio-intrusion
cover.
DOE, Sandia and NMED
“did not inform Hearing
Officer Christopher Saucedo
of that and thereby got
the dirt cover remedy they
misleadingly requested,”
Gilkeson said.
Curry did not return an
ABQ Free Press phone call
and two emails requesting
comment. ABQ Free Press
sent an EPA Region 6 spokesman a list of questions for
Curry about the potential for
a conflict of interest but the
spokesman did not respond
by presstime.
“So what we have now is
the MWL being under the
lowest possible regulatory
standards for corrective action
when the MWL really should
be required to meet the standards of a regulated unit for
closure, a much higher and far
safer standard,” McCoy said.
On Feb. 1, NMED Secretary
Ryan Flynn was granted a
fourth extension for filing a
final order based on Saucedo’s
recommendation that the
DOE’s and labs’ correction action plan — the dirt
cover with bio-intrusion
barrier — be accepted in its
entirety. No reason was given,
other than the boilerplate, “for
good cause.”
The latest extension was
set to expire on Feb. 19 —
more than six years after
Baldinger’s revelations of
deceit and 56 years after the
dump opened for business.
Bob Klein is an Albuquerque
freelance writer.

LETTERS/EDITORIAL CARTOONS
To the Editor:
It’s a sad reality. Albuquerque’s unprecedented police officer shortage has reached
critical levels, and the safety of our city is at
risk. Fixing the problem requires understanding how it happened in the first place.
Unfortunately, the man tasked with getting us back on track shows little interest in
addressing the real problems or in taking any
responsibility for the mess he helped create.
Mayor Richard Berry would have everyone
believe that we’ve lost hundreds of officers
over the past six years as a result of the state’s
repeal of double dipping. It’s the argument he’s
currently using to try and convince state lawmakers to overturn their repeal. Conveniently,
he fails to mention that the 25 percent drop in
officers coincides with his time as mayor.
Ask those who’ve worn the badge under the
Berry administration, and they will tell you it
isn’t double dipping, or retirement changes, or
increased scrutiny that has officers headed for
the exits, but rather it’s how this administration
deals with and treats its police force. Deteriorating staffing numbers are actually a result of
years of low morale and bad policy.
After taking office, Mayor Berry unilaterally broke our police contract and canceled
promised pay increases. He fought us on those
pay increases for six years, yet in speeches
and interviews, he often touted his efforts to
compensate officers. This type of duplicity is
insulting to officers and is indicative of what
we’ve come to expect from the Berry administration. For the Berry folks, it seems it’s all
about scoring image and political points, with
little regard to the ramifications.
For example, they grabbed headlines and
accolades when announcing our police
department would be one of the very first in
the county to get body cameras. Yet in their
rush for applause, they failed to properly train
officers on the cameras or provide us with a
comprehensive policy on how they should be
used. It is officers who pay the price for these
types of rushed or half-baked policies. We
are the ones who are targeted for discipline
or hung out to dry by city leaders when it’s
politically expedient.
Officers will tell you there is no consistency
when it comes to discipline. Instead of by the
book, too often discipline appears doled out
based on what’s the best PR for the city at the
time. Each time this happens, the morale of
this police force sinks even lower, making it a
less and less attractive place to work for both
current officers and potential recruits.
On the job of recruitment, Mayor Berry’s
record is lousy. Cadet classes have been embarrassingly small. In 2011, only 11 new officers
joined the ranks, yet normal officer attrition in
the best of years is around 60. At a time when
we should have been investing in recruitment
and finding new ways to get new officers in
the door, Mayor Berry was actually making it
harder.
He increased the college requirements for
recruits to 60 hours. It’s another case of good

optics but bad policy. Last year, the mayor
abandoned the failed practice and recently
admitted to the Albuquerque Journal it was a
mistake that hurt recruiting efforts. When you
fail to take care of and cultivate your police
force or make recruitment a true priority,
proper staffing is going to be an issue. It’s that
simple.
Not only is Mayor Berry abdicating his
administration’s role in our current staffing
crisis, he’s deflecting blame to the Legislature’s
repeal of double dipping and asking lawmakers to bail him out by reinstating the practice.
The people of Albuquerque, and New Mexico,
would be better served if Bailout Berry learned
from his mistakes in handling the police
department and addressed the real issues with
long-term and meaningful solutions.
— Shaun Willoughby, president,
    Albuquerque Police Officers Union
To the Editor:
I noticed you seem to have removed
Robert Reich’s column and added a few food
and entertainment items. I realize it is generally
about economics and numbers, but I would
hate to see you turning into the Alibi.
Remove Gessing rather than Reich. He is a
joke. His foundation, devoted to “unbiased
research,” is a PAC for the Republican Party.
It has no physical location, no offices, no permanent “fellows,” no real focused, intelligent
agenda. He has made endless, stereotypical
assertions such as Democrats are “lazy” and
don’t want to work.
He regales his readers with statements about
his hard-scrabble early days working as a golf
caddie. He is a joke and really doesn’t understand economics. Reich does.
— Peter Lawton
The editor responds: We haven’t removed Robert
Reich. Our agreement with him is we can use his
columns, which have appeared elsewhere, after
a period of time, which means that occasionally,
they have lost their timeliness for readers of a
newspaper that comes out every two weeks.
Gessing responds: “There is an extensive track
record of my writings and statements online,
I challenge Mr. Lawton (or anyone) to find a
statement of mine that Democrats are “lazy.” We
have an agenda focused on bringing economic liberty to New Mexico. There are literally hundreds
of ways to do this, and we point them out in a
number of forums, but there are about a dozen
simple things that need to be done immediately,
and we work pretty hard on those, regardless of
which party supports them.”
ABQ Free Press welcomes letters to the
editor and bylined opinion pieces, subject
to editing by the newspaper for style and
length. Letters may appear in print on the
newspaper’s website, www.freeabq.com.
Writers should include their full name and a
daytime phone number that the newspaper’s
editors can use to contact them. Submissions
should be sent to editor@freeabq.com
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“There’s no greater joy than seeing those kids
walkin’ up there, and give ’em something to eat, and
give ’em a little teddy bear or something like that
because there’s a lot of people out there that are in
extremely bad shape.”
Roger says he also struggles with mental-health
issues, anger management in particular. He recently
started seeing a counselor, paid for by Medicaid. He
resisted seeking help for a long time, he says.
“The Evanses are kind of bull-headed, so we just
get through it, no matter what. But that’s something
recently that I have started pursuing because I want
to try to get better, but it’s hard some days. But other
days not so much.”
For now, they eat most meals at Joy Junction, but
they’ve recently reapplied for food stamps. Roger
is 49 and therefore exempt from the work requirements, but they expect Kimberly will have to do
job training and job searches to comply with the
regulations.
With bus waits and long travel times from shelters
figured in, 20 hours a week of state-mandated job
training can become a much bigger chore, the couple
says.
“That could easily turn into a 40-hour-a-week job.
I mean, don’t get me wrong, I don’t mind having a
regular job, but, it’s difficult,” Roger says. “I think
with being homeless and stuff like that, maybe they
should give us a little bit of leeway.”
Years ago, Kimberly spent a month in Texas jail for
selling her food stamps. She definitely never plans
to do that again, but at the time, she said it was “out
of necessity.”
“We had my daughter at the time,” she says. “She
got sick, and we had sold some of our food stamps
to where we could get a motel room for just a couple
of days to kind of get her over her little cough that
she had. And I guess the little store that we sold ’em
at, I guess they had raided the little store, and it just
all spiraled from there.”
Roger hopes to get a job and move out of the shelter soon. A relative passed away recently, leaving
his mother with some money she’ll likely use to get
him a car. He says throughout his years of homelessness, he’s worked odd jobs whenever he could,
but having a vehicle will make it much easier to find
and keep a steady job.
Most homeless people and people on welfare want
to work, Roger says, and he points at the work ethic
of homeless volunteers at Joy Junction as an example. If he could advise politicians on how to handle
homelessness, he says, he would recommend putting more resources into mental-health treatment.

No way out

Cheryle Stark lost her waitressing job along with
her teeth.
Once all her teeth were pulled, she lost the job she
had and hasn’t been able to find another. No one, it
seems, wants a toothless waitress.
“I was working for a truck stop. I got laid off. …
They [her bosses] would be warned two weeks
before I had the dental appointment. It wasn’t like
I’m doing ’em all at one time. And that just led to
me being laid off,” Cheryle says. “I went to go look
for another job, because I had my teeth being pulled,
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I couldn’t get hired
somewhere else.”
Like Kimberly Evans,
she met her husband,
Daniel, at a homeless
shelter. They’ve been
married 22 years, and
Cheryle still remembers
the first words Daniel
ever said to her: “Do
you want to go to
church?”
“And we did,” Cheryle
says.
“And we’ve been going ever since,” Daniel
adds.
They’ve been in Albuquerque, staying at Joy
Andy Beale
Junction, since September.
Before that, they were
Above: Roger and Kimberly Evans are staying at Joy Junction, a homeless shelter,
and they volunteer distributing food via the shelter’s food delivery trucks. “There’s
in a homeless shelter in
no greater joy than seeing those kids walkin’ up there, and give ’em something to
Austin, Texas, but left
eat, and give ’em a little teddy bear or something like that because there’s a lot of
because of violence and
people out there that are in extremely bad shape,” Roger says.
drug abuse there. When
Cheryle was working,
Below: Daniel and Cheryle Stark stand on Joy Junction’s large outdoor property.
Cheryle worked as a waitress most of her life, but after she had her teeth pulled,
they had an apartment.
she can no longer find work. She thinks most homeless people are in a comparable
Daniel always had trousituation. “Some people are lazy, but not the majority of ’em. I’d say the good 90
ble working and finally
percent, it’s because their money couldn’t meet or their jobs ran out,” she says.
got disability several
years ago.
“I have two major life
disabilities: mental impairment, and my back
is really bad,” he says.
He believes his mental
impairment stems from
childhood. Raised by a
deaf mother, he learned
a different style of
communication.
“I don’t listen, I
watch. I’m used to sign
language. So I always
had a problem with
jobs, working,” he says.
“I’ve never been able
to take care of myself
because of my inability
Andy Beale
to follow directions.”
That led to a military
discharge after a year
that makes it nearly impossible for him to keep track
and a half in the Marines Corps. “Because of my
of work and other responsibilities. But with Cheryle
being incorrigible, I couldn’t follow directions; they
at his side, he finds it much easier to manage.
were always yelling at me all the time. It was a
They both get food stamps and are exempt from
nightmare. But thank God it wasn’t time of war, so
the work requirement because of disability. Cheryle
I got a general discharge instead of a dishonorable,”
believes the solution to poverty and homelessness
Daniel says.
involves giving people more welfare benefits, not
But a general discharge doesn’t come with the
fewer.
same medical benefits as an honorable discharge,
“Some people are lazy, but not the majority of ’em.
and Daniel didn’t seek out mental help until years
I’d
say the good 90 percent, it’s because their money
later, after he met Cheryle.
couldn’t meet, or their jobs ran out. I don’t think it’s
Cheryle’s daughter, who lived with them at the
laziness. Not by far,” she says. “The economy and
time, has Down syndrome. Reading over material
the wages people are being paid, sometimes they
Cheryle brought home about her daughter’s
don’t have an out.”
condition, Daniel recognized the signs of mental
impairment in himself. In addition to his difficulty
Andy Beale is an Albuquerque freelance writer.
concentrating, he has a severely impaired memory
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What the Hell is Going on at ABQ Open Space?
BY DENNIS DOMRZALSKI

A

lan Reed isn’t a conspiracy freak.
But the former Albuquerque city
councilor and recently appointed member
of the city’s Open Space Advisory Board
can’t help but think of the C-word when
he considers the recent history of the
city’s $10 million Open Space Trust Fund.
That’s our money. It’s spent on trails,
Bosque paths, picnic grounds, and motocross parks.
Last April, three city councilors and
City Hall’s Open Space Division were
pushing to have the trust fund dissolved
so the money could be used to buy more
open space land. One argument for the
dissolution was that the fund, whose
interest earnings are supposed to pay for
open space maintenance, wasn’t earning
much interest.
But if you look at the numbers, you
gotta ask, huh?
In 2012, the fund earned $77,612 in interest. That
dropped to $32,990 in 2013, then to $45,439 in 2014.
By contrast, throughout the 1990s and early 2000s,
the $10 million fund was making anywhere from
$700,000 to $2.2 million a year in interest.
So what happened to cause the dramatic drop in
earnings?
Well, now it’s time to talk about the power of the
people who control City Hall.
In 2010, a year into Mayor Richard Berry’s term, the
city took the fund’s control out of the State Investment

Council, which had handled it for years. City Hall basically put that $10 million into the city’s $600 million
pool of short-term investments, the proceeds of which
were invested in the city’s overnight funds until last
October when it was invested in a mutual fund.
In 2011, city Open Space Superintendent Matt
Schmader began behind-the-scenes talks with officials
from Western Albuquerque Land Holdings LLC for
the city to spend millions of dollars to buy WALH
property. Talk at the time was that the fund wasn’t
earning much and was about to be dissolved.
“Back in April when the bill was introduced to

dissolve the trust fund, and when I started
asking about why they were doing this, the
very first explanation I got from councilors
was that it [the trust fund] wasn’t earning
anything and was just sitting there,” Reed
told ABQ Free Press.
He added that he thought it was a
policy decision by the city to leave the
money in the overnight funds for five
years. “They were making it [trust fund]
liquid during the same period of time
all those WALH holdings were being
discussed,” Reed said.
The city said the trust fund was taken
out of the SIC because it lost a little more
than $1 million in 2009 at the height of
the recession.
“We wanted to take a defensive position
based on the uncertainty of the bond
market [at the time],” said the city’s Chief
Investment Officer Christopher Daniel.
“From the perspective of the city treasury and the
investment of the funds, there was no conspiracy; that
is all fallacy and fantasy. The bottom line is that no one
in the administration directed us to take that money
[out of the SIC].”
Since October, the trust fund has been invested in
a Vanguard bond fund where it is projected to earn
about 2.5 percent a year for the immediate future,
Daniel said.
Dennis Domrzalski is an associate editor at
ABQ Free Press. Reach him at dennis@freeabq.com

APD, DOJ Monitor Reach Use-of-force Agreement
BY ABQ FREE PRESS STAFF

T

he Albuquerque Police Department says it has
developed a use-of-force policy that has been
accepted by the special monitor in the department’s
settlement agreement with the U.S. Department of
Justice.
In addition, APD says it is in the process of getting
into compliance with 44 percent of the 280 goals, requirements and deadlines contained in the settlement
agreement, according to the department’s second
progress report that was filed in U.S. District Court
Tuesday.
“After months of negotiation, SOP [Standard

mayor, Page 11
a meeting this past October with Perry
and APD Deputy Chief Bob Huntsman, she was told by Huntsman that
Rodgers had been removed as acting
director of the Behavioral Sciences
Division in July 2015.
But on Nov. 2, Gibson had some of
her City Council staff call Rodgers’
administrative assistant, who was a

Operating Procedure] 2-52 Use of Force was approved
in January 2016 by all parties and the monitor,” APD’s
report says. “With the approval of SOP 2-52 Use of
Force by the parties and the federal monitor, use of
force training began in January 2016 in order to meet
the specified June 2, 2016, deadline.” The report said
that APD expects to meet that June 2 deadline.
The report also said that all APD officers have
received crisis intervention training, and that as of
Feb. 2, it had met all of the settlement agreement’s
deadlines for submitting policy and training changes
to the monitor.

city employee. Gibson’s staff asked if
Rodgers was still acting BSD director,
and the administrative assistant said
he was, Gibson said.
And on Jan. 26, Gibson called
Rodgers’ assistant herself and asked
if Rodgers was still the division’s
acting director. “I asked if she was
still Troy Rodgers’ administrative
assistant and if he was still the acting
director of BSD, and she said yes to
both of them,” Gibson said. “Then

The apparent approval of a use-of-force policy is a
big deal because when the independent monitor in
the case, James Ginger, submitted his first report on
Dec. 3, he blasted APD for failing to come up with
an acceptable use-of-force policy despite two tries.
Ginger was not immediately available for comment
Wednesday morning.
Ginger also had ripped APD’s policy-making
process as inept. Ginger is expected to submit his
second report on APD’s progress in complying with
the settlement agreement to U.S. District Court Judge
Robert Brack in early March.

she sounded a little confused and she
said, ‘Why, have you heard anything
different?’”
Asked if the administration had lied
to her about Rodgers’ status, Gibson
said, “I don’t know how else to interpret that except that they were being
deceptive.”
Should the city continue to do
business with Rodgers?
“I don’t think so. The audit report
speaks for itself,” Gibson said. “The

entire reason that government entities
and corporations do audits is to find
problems and to make good decisions
based on what is found in those
audits. This audit shows actions and
results that do not further the city’s
goal of rebuilding the Albuquerque
Police Department.
Dennis Domrzalski is an associate editor
at ABQ Free Press. Reach him at
dennis@freeabq.com
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N.M. is No Stranger to Federal-Rancher Showdowns
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BY BILL HUME

S

ome years ago in Santa Fe, I 		
co-hosted a meeting with tribal
and pueblo leaders seeking their participation in preparing the first statewide water plan. I paraphrase one
elderly gentleman’s comment:
“Many years ago some men came to
count our sheep and cattle. And later
they came back and took some of them.
I’m not so sure we want to work with
you on our water.”
Distrust of the government by those
who work livestock on the land knows
no ethnic boundaries or time limitations. Friction over regulatory action
has been endemic among the stockmen
of the West since the Taylor Grazing
Act of 1934. It went critical last month
in the occupation at the Malheur
Wildlife Refuge in southeastern Oregon.
The area was first settled in the
1860s by miners and stockmen. The
Oregon refuge was established in
1908 — ending almost a half-century
of unregulated use of federal lands
by stockmen. Families, who for generations had scratched a living out
of the wide open spaces with no
restrictions beyond those imposed by
Mother Nature, suddenly found themselves confronted by layers of government-imposed requirements.
There is a natural-world link
between Malheur and Bosque del
Apache Wildlife Refuge here in New
Mexico. Greater sandhill cranes,
winter visitors to New Mexico, spend
their summers in Malheur. More
importantly to the local relevance
of the Malheur standoff, there was a
rancher-government conflict here in
New Mexico similar in origin to the
showdown in Oregon.

When the Laneys refused
to comply by reducing the
size of their herd grazing
on federal land, the Forest
Service obtained a court
order and the Laneys
were subsequently ruled
to be in contempt
Back in the 1990s, Kit Laney and
his then-wife Sherry Farr acquired
the Diamond Bar Ranch in Southwest
New Mexico. The ranch was composed
largely of federal grazing allotments in
the Gila and Apache National Forests.
The U.S. Forest Service adjusted the
carrying capacity of the Laneys’ allotments from some 1,188 head of cattle

ANALYSIS
Terminator Judgment Day
May Not Be that Far Off
BY VICTOR WALLACE HUGHES JR.

I

down to 300, “which brought the
Laneys to the point of financial ruin,”
according to a statement by the Catron
County Commission, as reported by
the Albuquerque Journal.
When the Laneys refused to comply
by reducing the size of their herd grazing on federal land, the Forest Service
obtained a court order and the Laneys
were subsequently ruled to be in
contempt.
After years of legal maneuvering in
state court and before the New Mexico
Livestock Board, a private contractor accompanied by a number of federal officers went onto the allotment
in 2004 to round up and remove the
cattle. Kit Laney was charged with
assaulting a federal officer for allegedly riding his horse at three Forest
Service officers and shoving two officers with his hands. He did not have
a gun. After pleading guilty, Laney
was sentenced to the minimum of five
months in federal custody.
Laney had the strong support of the
ranching community in New Mexico
and elsewhere. In a 2004 Albuquerque
Journal report, Al Schneberger, a
neighboring rancher and former executive director of the New Mexico
Cattle Growers’ Association, said “I
don’t know a better cowman or a
harder worker or a better man … Kit

believes in the law, and he believes in
justice and he believes in truth, and he
believes the law will be on his side if
he ever gets a hearing.”
The law was served, notwithstanding the fact that the target, along with
his neighbors and peers, felt he had
gotten a very unjust deal.
It ended with a scuffle, but more serious violence was avoided perhaps by
prudence and respect for law of the protagonists — and by a significant showing
of government strength at the roundup.
It bears emphasizing that the ranch
men and women caught up in these
kinds of confrontations are mostly saltof-the-earth, patriotic, hardworking
American citizens. Their objective isn’t
to overthrow the government; it is to
get the justice they feel they have been
denied by their government.
Perhaps the years-long process
which followed the Laney contempt
ruling was because of the bitter federal
experiences at Ruby Ridge in Idaho
in 1992 and at the Branch Davidian
Compound in Waco, Texas, in 1993.
At Ruby Ridge, federal agents lost
one agent and killed the 14-year-old
son and the wife of Randy Weaver,
who had been sought on the relatively
insignificant charge of sale of illegal
shotguns. Waco was a paramilitary
operation that ended in the deaths by

gunshot and fire of scores of followers,
women and children included, of cult
leader David Koresh.
It is not a reach to hypothesize that
Ammon Bundy and his fellow Malheur
occupiers were encouraged by the failure of federal authorities to follow up
on a 2014 armed standoff over grazing
rights on the Cliven Bundy ranch in
Nevada.
In contrast to Laney, guns and threats
were prominent throughout – and
the occupations in both Nevada and
Oregon were not generally supported
by its neighbors. After an extended
period of attempted negotiations, one of
the armed Malheur occupiers was shot
dead by Oregon troopers during an
attempted roadblock arrest.
Government must respond with
levels of force commensurate to the
threat posed when confrontations go
beyond the limits of constitutionally
protected protest. Certainly, forbearance is preferable to avoidable death.
However, those who bring guns to a
showdown effectively set the rules of
engagement by their equipment and
their rhetoric.

Bill Hume is a former editorial page editor
of the Albuquerque Journal and later
served as a policy adviser to former
Gov. Bill Richardson.

n the “Terminator” movies, Arnold
Schwarzenegger plays a robot that
acts like a human (versus a human political candidate that acts like a robot).
The plot: machines become sentient
and seek to extinguish all human
life. An important date in the series
is Aug. 29, 1997, the date that the
artificial intelligence known as Skynet
becomes “self-aware.”
Although that date was subsquently
shifted around in later Terminator
films (apparently, time travel will do
that), an anniversary we might want to
mark on our calendars is Jan. 27, 2016.
That’s my pick for the date that the
light bulb —or the self-awareness
CPU of Artificial Intelligence — may
have switched on in real life. On that
day, Google’s subsidiary, DeepMind,
announced it had used deep machine
learning, or AI, to beat the European
champion in the ancient Chinese
game of “Go.”
Go is a board game played on a
19x19 grid. Players place white and
black stones on the grid intersection
points to try to surround and capture
their opponents. The player with the
most stones wins (pretty much like
any activity).
While it may seem Go is an easy
child’s game, in reality it is extremely
complex, requiring a high degree of
strategic and intuitive skill. Great Go
players say that they not only focus
on Go’s strategy, they ‘feel” a good
board that “just looks right” — using
intuition, a skill that is uniquely
human. Until now, that is.
While machines like IBM’s Deep
Blue have beaten world chess champions by “brute force,” — computing
every possible future move, chess is
child’s play compared to Go. Even
the world’s largest supercomputer
currently can’t crunch all possible Go
outcomes. So the DeepMind’s people
took a different approach.
Without getting too technical, they
created a machine that analyzes patterns and then let it loose on a data set
of 30 million Go moves by humans.
I don’t know how many different
people and games that is, but using a
rough back-of-the-envelope calculation (sorry deep learning), that works
out to one individual playing Go
for eight hours a day for their entire
working life. That’s a lot of Go and a
lot of actual experience.

The machine then created some
rules, with human help, and then
created a buddy machine so it could
have someone to play (the lonely life
of machines). After playing several
million games, the equivalent of many
human lifetimes, it evaluated what
worked and modified itself so it could
play better. It learned. Then it smoked
the European Go champion 5-0. The
skills that win at Go will work on lots
of other problems.
While the machine analyzed 30 million moves and several million games,
there will be no reason it couldn’t
ultimately process, or intuit, its way
through 30 billion moves and several
billion games — so far beyond human
experience as to be frightening. What
insights, I mean, patterns, will it find?
The critical thing to remember about
machine learning is, “The more data
they get, the better they get; the better
they get, the more data they get.”
Forever.
But what about human intuition?
Well, what about it? What if it turns
out that intuition is just human
pattern recognition from our past
experiences — our human shortcut
in analyzing 30 billion moves in
Go? Intuition worked well enough
through humankind’s evolution, but
in an experience arms race, we are but
a grain of sand to a machine’s Rocky
Mountains. And the machines will
pull away faster and faster. The more
data you get ...
So where does that leave us?
Machines will solve human problems,
like cancer, in ways still beyond our
comprehension because of their ability
to see patterns we can’t.
Machines will also evolve in ways no
one can predict. World-class AI experts
recently predicted it would take ten
years for a machine to beat a human
at Go. A month later it was done.
Nobody knows where this is going.
So mark your calendars for a 21st
birthday celebration on Jan. 27, 2037.
Let’s hope it’s the good Terminator
that shows up for the party.
Victor Wallace Hughes Jr. is the CFO of
OAG Analytics of Houston, a company
that uses Big Data to improve the
effciency of energy exploration.
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Gladiators’ Toughest Task?
Holding on to ABQ’s Fickle Fans
BY RICHARD STEVENS

T

he Albuquerque
Graveyard for
pro sports has a few
openings. The cold
dirt has widened its
maw. The “vacancy”
sign is blinking
and beckoning.
The Six Guns, the
Chaparrals, the Lasers, the T-Birds – the
list is long – need some new mates. These
ghosts are lonely.
The holes have been dug and The
Graveyard looks to the Santa Ana Star
Center and Tingley Coliseum for its next
victims. So far, the Albuquerque-area
indoor football teams – the Stars at Santa
Ana and the Gladiators at Tingley are
resisting. They have a pulse. They are
scratching for life and ignoring the call of
The Graveyard.
But for how long?
It’s curious, slightly perplexing, that a
region seemingly dedicated only to the
Lobos and maybe to Isotopes Park would
have two minor-league franchises from
the same sport battling for survival at the
same time.
This is an area that buries minor-league
franchises with the same regularity that
Lobo basketball buries Sweet 16 dreams.
It is a place where minor-league teams go
to die – not to thrive.
But both the Stars and the Gladiators
will open their indoor seasons in March.
John Lopez, co-owner and chief financial
officer for the Gladiators, says his team
takes to the coliseum with high hopes –
and cheap ($10) tickets.
“I think Albuquerque is ready to
embrace something that is fun,” said
Lopez as his Gladiators head toward their
second season with seven home games
starting March 5 at Tingley.
“We feel there is a chance for greater
fan support. What we have seen is that
Albuquerque has embraced several pro
teams, but too many leave Albuquerque
to go to the facility in Rio Rancho
(Star Center),” Lopez said. “I think Rio
Rancho will come to Albuquerque, but
Albuquerque won’t go to Rio Rancho.”
A key issue in the survival of pro
franchises in Albuquerque is the venue.
The Star Center is outstanding, but for
too many Albuquerque fans, its location
might as well be in Grants.
Tingley is centrally located, but it is old
and fading. It is a decrepit rodeo palace
whose benign neglect led it to lose its
best tenants, the Arabians and half-Arabian horses (and their rich owners), to a
snazzy new venue in Oklahoma. Lopez
pushed a memorial at this year’s Legislature to get a multipurpose arena built in

Albuquerque’s Downtown. That idea has
been expressed, pushed and tabled for
many years. But the current mayor has
keen interest.
One problem in New Mexico is that it is
not a rich state. Another problem is the
political leaders are better at ordering
late-night pizzas than they are at
progressive thinking. But would a stateof-the-art venue create stronger pulses
– and support – for non-Lobo teams?
“I think it goes beyond the venue,” said
Greg Archuleta, a former Albuquerque
Journal sportswriter of 17 years. “I think
it’s Lobo basketball, and everyone else is
in a dogfight for the business dollar. The
Isotopes survive because people go there
for the atmosphere, being outdoors on
a summer night. But do they really care
that much about the game or the score?
“I think Albuquerque is a town that
wants to back something special: a
winner. Look at Lobo women’s basketball
under Don Flanagan or Lobo men’s soccer
under Jeremy Fishbein. I don’t know if
a new facility would sustain the support
(for indoor football).”
The general impression of indoor
football is that it is a league of washedout Lobos, over-the-hill collegiates or NFL
wannabes. Actually, it’s better than that,
but is it a sport that can be embraced by
the fickle Albuquerque community?
Joe O’Neill is one of the more savvy
marketing experts in Albuquerque. He
was one of the top advertising sales
people for KKOB-770 AM radio and
has turned ESPN Radio’s 101.7-FM “The
Team” into one of the more vibrant
stations in New Mexico. He said a
good product in a modern arena in a
logical location would be successful in
Albuquerque.
“The best example to show the correlation between a successful franchise and
a modern venue is the Isotopes,” O’Neill
said. “The Dukes were dropping in
attendance when that franchise folded.”
O’Neill notes that the heartbeat of
Albuquerque sports might be basketball.
The T-Birds (basketball) were one of
the more appealing franchises to come
through Albuquerque. They failed in
Tingley.
So far, the biggest winner has been The
Graveyard. Again, it waits. Its appetite
insatiable – but patient – while the
Gladiators suit up, girding themselves for
battle.

Richard Stevens is a former sports
writer for The Albuquerque Tribune.
More recently, he was an insider at the
Lobo athletic department. Reach him at
rstev50@gmail.com

CALLING ALL PETS

Send it to

Mark Nolan sent us this photo
of his two dogs, 2-year-old
Joey (left) and Joey’s big
brother, 10-year-old Moses.
“They both like to go for
walks, eat snacks, chase
tennis balls in the doggie park,
and sleep on the couch,
Mark said. “Joey is a bit wild
(a rescue), but he’s getting
better thanks to the infinite
patience of Moses.”

petphotos@freeabq.com
Include your name, phone number, and your pet’s name,
and we’ll try to reserve their spot in the pet parade.

www.ruizdelatorre.com
(505) 544-5400
Have you been seriously injured?
Are you being charged with a crime?
Have you been wrongfully convicted?

WE HELP LAW MAKE SENSE
Personal Injury
Civil Rights
Foreclosure
Estate Planning
Divorce
Entertainment Law
Family Law

Criminal Defense
Appeals
Habeas Corpus
Extraordinary Writs
Drug Possession
Murder
DWI

Se Habla Español
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Complete Transcendence: A Clarice Lispector Anthology

Frontier Mentality: ‘At Home’ Reps Border Art

B

A

by LISA BARROW

efore I knew a thing about Clarice
Lispector, her name engraved
itself on my memory.
I first heard of her in a class at the
University of New Mexico. We each
were assigned to give a talk in Spanish
on a Spanish-language author; a classmate reported on Lispector.
This writer of nine novels, numerous
short stories and fashion journalism
was a Jewish refugee from the Ukraine
who immigrated to Brazil as a child.
Lispector wrote in Portuguese, not
Spanish, but she’s so fundamental to
Brazilian and Latin American literature
that the profesora assigned her anyway.
The glamorous, experimental
Lispector fascinated me. But for years,
the only thing that really stuck with
me other than her name was an intention to read her work.
The publication of “The Complete
Stories” (New Directions; hardcover;
$28.95) brought Lispector back into my
orbit — and finally, into the orbit of the
rest of the English-speaking world. For
the first time in any language, it collects
every short story she ever published.
Despite humble beginnings,
Lispector possessed privileges of class
and skin color; she was a bourgeois

Complete Transcendence: A Clarice Lispector Anthology

diplomat’s wife and heterosexual: “A
woman who was not interrupted: a
woman who did not start writing later,
or stop for marriage or children, or succumb to drugs or suicide.” On publication of her first novel at 23, she found
instantaneous fame, and her posthumous prestige has only intensified.
So, she’s important, but is she
any good?

Unequivocally, yes. But her stories
aren’t easily summed up. She wrote
about the quotidian aspects of her own
middle-class life. Stories from her 20s
are populated by young, precocious
women; as she matured, so too did her
characters. There are lots of households,
bus rides, family gatherings, restaurants, pets, husbands and wives, children and parents. But pigeonholing her
work would miss the point entirely.
A strangeness permeates Lispector’s
stories. In her best work, she fuses an
unflinchingly poetic, philosophical
sensibility with penetrating sensitivity.
She is experimental and labyrinthine,
prone to sudden insights that jolt with
electrical revelation.
The story “Love” is emblematic.
Protagonist Ana, neither happy nor
unhappy, reflects on her children, her
kitchen, her chosen, married life as she
moves through an ordinary day. A blind
man chewing gum on the bus becomes
a fixation, and Ana misses her stop. She
ends up walking around the Botanical
Garden in which, “The trees were laden,
the world was so rich it was rotting.”
Lispector’s gift lies in placing Ana’s
preoccupations in the light of life’s largest questions about meaning and worth

without sentimentalizing or overblowing them. The author juxtaposes rich
textures of inner selfhood against external frustrations or curiosities.
After the garden interlude, Ana
returns home to await her children and
prepare for a summertime dinner with
extended family. She sinks into its pleasantness but continues to wrestle with
thoughts of the blind man and, from
them, reaches alarming conclusions: “In
horror she was discovering that she
belonged to the strong part of the world.”
With unmatched subtlety, Lispector
opens to us the careening interiority, the
poetry and the suffering, of this outwardly unremarkable housewife.
“The Complete Stories” is a monumental work of world literature, of
literary daring and scope. Yet it’s also
a collection of stories without pretense — humans acting in their human
capacities, recognizable in their faults,
passions, insecurities and tiny triumphs. It deserves a wide and curious
audience.
Lisa Barrow is a member of the Dirt City
Writers collective. Visit her on the interwebs
at facebook.com/LisaBarrowLikesWords.
She most recently served as arts & lit and
web editor at Weekly Alibi.
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BY MEGAN KAMERICK

rtist Juna Rosales Muller found
the “shoes” on a trip to the
border. They resembled dust mops
or those booties used on fancy home
tours to keep floors clean. But for the
migrants who use them, their purpose
is life or death.
When crossing the U.S.-Mexico
border, immigrants stay alive by
obscuring their footprints in the treacherous desert terrain; these handmade
“shoes” are a primitive anti-tracking
tool that helps them avoid capture by
authorities. Muller first discovered the
shoes in 2012, and she says that’s when
the reality of the border really hit her.
“They give me a more real sense
of the clandestine nature of these
journeys, the lengths people go to in
order to remain hidden,” Muller says,
turning one over in her hands. “Some
of them have seedpods on the [bottom],
which I love. Someone took the trouble
to sew these. There’s some craftsmanship involved.”
Muller is one of 14 artists featured
in 516 ARTS’ new exhibit “At Home
in the World.” Plans for the show
began at least two years ago. Yet its
theme could hardly be more prescient
given the state of immigration in New
Mexico and around the globe.
Here in our state, debates rage in
the Roundhouse over REAL ID fixes.
Meanwhile, desperate refugees board
rickety boats and brave stormy seas
between Turkey and Greece, taking
such unimaginable risks one can only
conclude they’re fleeing something far
worse. In the American presidential
campaign, immigration and terrorism
serve as fodder for expressing extreme
political rhetoric.
“At Home in the World” urges the
beholder to contemplate belonging,
inclusion, “otherness” and the changing nature of “home.” The idea for the
show started with citizenship, says
curator Clyde Smith. “[The origin was]
what constitutes a citizen and how the
idea of being a refugee or ‘illegal’ complicates that,” Smith says. 516 ARTS
Director Suzanne Sbarge says that concept evolved into an exploration of how
culture and art create a sense of home.
Featured artist Muller created an
installation with the above-referenced
shoes by collecting them and making
replicas from discarded clothing. The
Ojai, Calif., artist often uses community sewing bees to create work,
fostering dialogue along the way. Her
first pieces used castoff clothing in
a quilt reminiscent of the American
flag. She then sewed a combination

Polish-born,
German photographer Josef
Schulz’s focus
is capturing
images of
abandoned
border stations within
Europe. The
photos offer
a reminder
of how
quickly things
changed in
the European
Dot FiftyOne Gallery
Union, renderGonzalo Fuenmayor, “Going Bananas,” charcoal on paper, 20x30 in.
ing borders
less
important.
quilt-folklorico skirt with the women
But the photos also are eerie. We’ve
of Agua Prieta, Mexico.
During the workshop in Mexico,
already seen countries erecting barbed
what was one huge skirt became
wire barriers in response to refugees
two separate pieces; one remained
flooding into Europe. Will these forgotthere, and the other travels with
ten checkpoints reopen soon?
Muller, mirroring the experiences of
With the uproar around this year’s
families divided by the border. The
Academy Awards and the rise of the
series title, “Mending Patriotism,”
#OscarsSoWhite hashtag, included
embodies the idea of a more incluwork by Miami-based artist Gonzalo
sive patriotism. Muller worked on
Fuenmayor seems especially relevant.
the installation beneath an enormous
In “Going Bananas,” the work’s title
wreath of wooden branches created by
takes the place of the iconic Hollywood
Albuquerque artist Billy Joe Miller.
sign, replete with a background of
“I’ve always been drawn to wreaths,”
spotlights. This charcoal work is so
Miller says. “I think the oval draws
detailed
it almost looks like photograpeople in.” He sourced this wild colphy. Fuenmayor riffs on the Columbia
lection of piñon, juniper and sand sage
Studios logo with “Colombia.”
from near Cuba, N.M., and it exudes
Colombian artist Felipe
a fairy tale quality. Miller wildcrafted
Castelblanco’s “Anthem” promises a
bones, skulls and rusted metal cans
into a smaller wreath. Expended
shotgun shells mimic a tristra.
On an adjacent wall, shades of
green crisscross, dotted with cow
skulls and other bones. “I would
normally stay away from the iconic
cattle skulls, but I was thrilled
to do it here because they’re so
much a part of this place,” says
Miller. “Ever since I’ve lived
here, I’ve walked into homes, and
there’s always some crazy piece
of bone or a stick or rusted metal.”
Miller’s work in Albuquerque’s
International District listening to
the stories of refugees from places
such as Afghanistan and Vietnam
informed his building of altars
with found objects.
California artist Judy Shintani
explores World War II-era Japanese
internment camps with “The
Remembrance Shrine.” Another
of Shintani’s pieces incorporates
Josef Schulz, “spfr08,” C-print, 22x25 in.
viewers’ responses to the shrine.

jarring sonic experience. Using interactive turntables and a variety of national
anthems, the work engages viewers
in an exploration of what a nation
is. Visitors must move the turntables
around to get records to play, thus
negotiating space with one another.
That interaction creates what he calls a
“geopolitical tension,” where one nation
tends to overtake another. “I’m trying
to think of sound as a material that can
touch you,” Castelblanco says.
Sin Huellas Collective, which
includes Albuquerque artist Delilah
Montoya, uses a story from a San
Diego, Calif., detention facility in
“Detention Nation” to highlight the
plight of immigrant children and
families incarcerated without due
process. The issue is just as relevant
for New Mexico considering the site
just opened at Holloman Air Force
Base to house immigrant children from
Central America.
The idea of borders and belonging,
or not belonging, has long been part of
New Mexico, notes Arturo Sandoval
in the show catalog. “In New Mexico,
borders have crossed and crisscrossed
communities for centuries,” he writes.
“At Home in the World” runs
through April 16 at 516 ARTS (516
Central Ave. SW) and includes numerous presentations and public events.
See the full schedule at 516arts.org.

Megan Kamerick is an independent radio
and print journalist and producer at New
Mexico PBS. Reach her at
megankamerick@gmail.com

Courtesy of 516 ARTS
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Matters of the Art: Prose, Sand and Neon

art

BY LISA BARROW

Ten cents a dance

There’s power in brevity. No offense
to fans of “Infinite Jest” or those “New
Yorker” short stories that run on for
40 pages, but sometimes, ain’t nobody
got time for that.
Duke City DimeStories has been
serving up bite-size nuggets of story
read by their authors for the past
six years. Normally, they meet the
third Thursday of every month at
The Source (1111 Carlisle SE), where
anyone can sign up to read a piece of
three-minute original work — as long
as it’s not poetry.
“I love poetry,” explains Jennifer
Simpson, who co-hosts with Andy
Paquet, “but there are tons of venues
where poets can share their work, and
very, very few opportunities for writers of prose. Unless you’re like me and
sneak into a poetry open mic clutching
your flash fiction or nonfiction, hoping
no one notices it’s not a poem.”
To celebrate the hexaversary of
Albuquerque’s only open mic for
prose, they’ve gathered the cream of
the crop from the past year’s events.
At least 19 readers descend upon
Bookworks (4022 Rio Grande NW) on
Sunday, Feb. 21, at 3 p.m. for a whirlwind of a reading. At three minutes a
pop, you won’t have time to get bored.

“The stories are funny, nostalgic,
sad, creepy and sweet,” says Simpson.
“They touch upon themes of family,
love relationships, friendships, death,
grief, trauma, growing up and identity. … We often laugh, and sometimes
we are stunned with the force of the
emotion that a writer can convey in
just three minutes.”
For more information, email dukecity.dimestories@gmail.com or call
Simpson at (858) 254-4669.

Soul spelunking

Everyone knows a cat can’t resist
a cardboard box. But humans are
possessed of their own itch to climb
down into shadowy confines. “The
tradition of caves as the antechamber
of the classical underworld, the land
of the dead, a halfway point from

Courtesy of Origin

The Ra Paulette Cave at Origin

which to contact the gods in their seponly; email originreservations@gmail.
arate reality,” scholar Victoria Nelson
com or call (505) 747-2374 to book
has written, “was firmly entrenched
an appointment. It costs $20 for each
from archaic times.” From Lascaux
adult, who must be physically capable
to Plato’s cave to the Batcave, subterof a 1/3-mile uphill hike over rocky
ranean realms have always exerted a
ground to reach the cave. Children
magnetic pull on the imagination of
under 12 are free. For additional
humankind.
details and some gorgeous glimpses of
Spiritual seekers and grotto lovers
the cave, visit originnewmexico.com.
alike may just find what they’re looking for at the Windows of the Earth
Turn back the clock
Cave Sanctuary, located at Origin, a
Before Apple watches, before digital
luxury resort in Ojo Caliente along
clocks with LED displays, before
Rancho de San Juan Road. Featuring
no one could be bothered to set the
high ceilings, 20-foot glass windows
time
on their VCRs, the Burroughs
streaming with natural light and
Corporation
introduced the Nixie
hand-hewn altars, the cave is
a bona fide work of art coaxed
into being by the hands of Ra
Paulette.
Paulette and his decidedly
noncommercial life’s mission
to create stunning, wondrous
caves in the sandstone cliffs
of Northern New Mexico has
recently drawn national attention thanks to “CaveDigger.”
The Academy Award-nominated
short documentary chronicles
Paulette’s zealous passion to
sculpt enormous, cavernous
monuments underground.
These are true works of
love; Paulette uses only hand
tools — mattock, shovel and
scraper — and pours hundreds of
hours of labor into each cave. He
doesn’t own his work, charging
Cristian Dragomirescu’s “Large TV Style Nixie Clock”
only a low hourly wage for his
labor.
tube. Officially a “cold cathode neon
The Windows of the Earth Cave
readout
tube,” the Nixie’s name allegSanctuary is open to the public during
edly comes from “Numeric Indicator
the winter months. Tours, limited to
eXperimental No. 1,” which is what I
18 participants, are by reservation

plan to call my EDM supergroup if I
ever happen to form one.
Encased in glass and filled with
low-pressure gas, an anode made of
wire mesh and cathodes bearing the
numerals 0 through 9 (or other symbols), Nixie tubes provided an early
means to display glowing numbers
that could be easily read in poor light.
Originally most common in pricey,
specialized equipment like voltmeters
and electronic frequency counters,
Nixie tubes have experienced a
resurgence in recent years as the most
visible components of charming, retro
timepieces.
On Friday, March 4, from 5 to 8 p.m.,
Palette Contemporary Art & Craft
(7400 Montgomery NE) brings us
“Tubeternity.” Featuring artists Cristian
Dragomirescu and Spencer Woodburn,
the show offers up a loving paean to
old-timey temporal tech.
Despite their shared love of Nixie
tubes, the artists’ work couldn’t be
more different. Dragomirescu’s combination Nixie tube clock and weather
station “The Blackhawk,” for example,
is integrated into a vintage Weston
AC voltmeter. It tells the time, date,
temperature and humidity in a most
pleasingly nostalgic fashion.
Woodburn’s Nixie alarm clocks
are built into hand-fabricated cases
adorned with exotic wood veneers
like imbuya burl and quilted bubinga.
He also uses VFD (vacuum fluorescent display) tubes,
which look similar to
Nixies but function
differently, and often
incorporates LEDs
for a dramatic flare of
rainbow lighting.
If you miss out on
this opening reception,
Palette is open Monday
through Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Find them by phone,
855-7777, or online at
palettecontemporary.
com. Fellow nerds and
mid-century technology aficionados will no
doubt slaver over this
collision of design and
Courtesy of artist
science.
Lisa Barrow is a member
of the Dirt City Writers collective. Visit
her on the interwebs at facebook.com/
LisaBarrowLikesWords. She most recently
served as arts & lit and web editor at
Weekly Alibi.
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Dying to Know More: How to Prep for Death

BY M. BRIANNA STALLINGS

W

here do you go on solo dates? Do you stroll
around a nearby park? Enjoy a mani-pedi?
Take in a matinee? Personally, I’m a big fan of
spending time at libraries. They’re jam-packed with
stuff that info nerds adore: books, movies, magazines, music and quiet zones. These offerings also
happen to be 100 percent free or super-cheap. Best of
all, libraries are staffed by folks who are equally passionate about information – we call them librarians.
On a recent solo date at Cherry Hills Library (6901
Barstow NE) I happened on a book display devoted
entirely to titles about death and dying. Making a
beeline for the collection, I scooped up “Smoke Gets
in Your Eyes: And Other Lessons from the Crematory,” a memoir by mortician Caitlin Doughty, the
founder of death-positive blog The Order of the
Good Death.
That’s when I saw it: a flyer advertising a monthlong series of free lectures titled “Begin the New
Year by Thinking about The End.” Held from 2-3
p.m. on four consecutive Saturdays (Jan. 9-30), the
talks — aka “End-of-Life Conversations” — focused
on honest discussion of various aspects of how we
die. And I wanted to be there for every single one.

thanatologist” Gail Rubin of A Good Goodbye, LLC.
The series’ conclusion in Week Four examined living
wills, trusts, do-not-resuscitate (DNR) orders and
instructions for feeding those in a vegetative state.
A dear friend who works for a company that
wholesales eco-friendly death products to funeral
homes joined me for the first two weeks. Not
counting adult services librarian Kathleen Dull, who
organized the lecture series, we were always the
youngest people in the room. I’d put the average age
of the room around 63 years old.
Dull introduced the weekly talks, providing a list
of books available in the ABC Library System about
death and dying. I recorded the talks and took notes
on my perceptions of the speakers, the topics and
the rooms in which the talks were held.
Ironically, three out of four lectures were held in
a group room nestled in the children’s section. It
was delightfully morbid, logical and comforting
to discuss DNR orders and the cost of caskets in a
space housing tubs of crayons and chalk and a table
entirely covered by the slouching form of a giant
black teddy bear named Dewey.
Selections from Librarian Kathleen Dull’s
End-of-life Reading List:
Courtesy of W. W. Norton & Company

Mortician Caitlin Doughty’s memoir “Smoke Gets in Your Eyes”

For me, America’s recent movement towards death
awareness and positivity feels healthy, necessary
and even entertaining. In spite of my death-aware
upbringing, I’m an only child with two parents in
their 60s; the prospect of facing down a U.S. funeral
market that’s estimated to be a $20.7 billion annual
industry still seems daunting. Plus, to paraphrase
Led Zeppelin, my time is gonna come too.
Week One addressed hospice services, comfort in
our final days, and last spiritual wishes. A registered
nurse, a palliative care specialist and a minister were
featured participants. Week Two focused on protection against identity theft; the presentation by the
N.M. Attorney General’s Office devoted a lot of time
and energy to calling hackers “knuckleheads” and
not much else.

“Death and Dying in New Mexico” by Martina Wilde Chaparro

Death has been a very real part of my life from day
one. I was raised by a licensed mortician and spent
most of my childhood in staff rooms of various mortuaries throughout the Southeastern United States.
In third grade, my class project focused on Egyptian
funereal rituals. When my dad did my Halloween
makeup, he had to apply it with me lying flat and
still in bed.

“I wanted to present an overview
of some of the most common
[death-related] topics that arise, so
people could at least be aware of
the things they would need to think
about when an [end-of-life] event
occurred.”
— Kathleen Dull

Week Three hit on the heart of the subject, with
straight talk about cremation services, organ donation and the average price of a funeral by “certified

“Smoke Gets in Your Eyes: And Other Lessons from the
	Crematory” by Caitlin Doughty
“Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End”
by Atul Gawande
“Death and Dying in New Mexico”
by Martina Will de Chaparro
“Greening Death: Reclaiming Burial Practices and 		
Restoring Our Tie to the Earth” by Suzanne Kelly
“On Death and Dying” by Elisabeth Kübler-Ross
“Speaking of Dying: Restoring the Church’s Voice in the
Face of Death” by Dale Goldsmith
“The Denial of Death” by Ernest Becker
“Approaching the End of Life” by Donna Schaper
“The Mystery of the Kaddish” by Leon H. Charney
“The Pagan Book of Living and Dying” by Starhawk

Dull says that January seemed an appropriate
month to think about the end because it’s a time
when many take stock of their lives. “I wanted to
present an overview of some of the most common
[death-related] topics that arise, so people could
at least be aware of the things they would need to
think about when an [end-of-life] event occurred.”
“The biggest message from all the presenters was
to sit down and plan,” Dull concluded. “Only 25 to
30 percent of adults have any end-of-life preparations, and planning is the best way to ensure your
wishes are followed.”
To learn more about death awareness and positivity, visit The Order of The Good Death at
orderofthegooddeath.com and Gail Rubin’s website
at agoodgoodbye.com/the-family-plot-blog/resources.
M. Brianna Stallings writes so you don’t have to.
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Beer Town: So Brigid
BY TY BANNERMAN

H

ere we are, deep into February, a month that
kicks off with the antics of a temperamental
rodent and the feast of St. Brigid, renowned for
her love of beer — and her presumably tipsy
prayer that begins with, “I’d like to give a lake
of beer to God, I’d love the heavenly host to be
tippling there for all eternity.”
Not only that, Brigid was renowned for
miraculously ending the pregnancy of a fellow
nun and sharing her life, and bed, with a young
woman named Dar. And some people think
she may have been a pagan goddess who got
Christianized. What a cool lady! I dedicate this
column to her.
Beer and companionship go hand in hand, and
one story tells how Brigid happily changed bath
water into beer to serve to her leper friends. She
clearly knew that a pint among pals is truly one
of the best feelings in the world and a great way
to put your troubles aside for a little while.
In honor of that spirit of camaraderie, let’s
kick off this issue’s column with fun communal
events at some of our favorite taprooms.

Drinkin’ and doin’

Few things go together better than Burque,
beer and “Breaking Bad” spinoffs. Consume
the Season 2 premiere of “Better Call Saul” with

FOOD
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505 Entrée: Try On Green Jeans
BY ARIANE JAROCKI

your pals at Tractor Brewing Company – Wells
Park (1800 Fourth St. NW). Not only will you
watch everyone’s favorite lawyer fast-talk his
way out of his latest misadventure, but Tractor’s
website promises prizes and special merch for
lucky attendees. Get there early on Saturday, Feb.
13, a bit before the 8 p.m. showing, and see how
fortune favors you.
Everybody likes to laugh — except jerks, I
guess — so check out Back Alley Drafthouse (215
Central Ave. NW, behind JC’s New York Pizza
Department) on Monday nights for an open mic
comedy lineup. The sign-up sheet goes around
at 6:45 p.m., so if you’re feeling extra funny, slug
back a couple pints and give it your best shot. If
you miss that one, or say, chicken out, you have
another chance each Wednesday at Ponderosa
Brewing’s (1761 Bellamah NE) Draft Sessions
open mic, which begins at 7 p.m. and is also
open to musicians, whether they’re funny or not.
The Albuquerque Gears and Beers cycling club
is scheduled to meet at Pi Brewing Co. (9780
Coors Blvd. NW) at 10 a.m. on Sunday, Feb. 21,
for an easy, introductory ride to the Bosque Trail
and back to Pi. Best part? After you work up a
proper sweat, Pi extends a celebratory offer of
$3.14 pints for the returning cyclers. Keep tabs
on Pi at facebook.com/pibrewing.
cont. on page 27

Ariane Jarocki

SoupDog’s Sonoran Dog

D
Wendy Fox Dial

Saint Brigid in Ireland

espite Green Jeans Farmery’s centtral location at Carlisle and I-40,
I still run into people who haven’t
heard of it. Built from rainbow-hued
shipping containers, this commercial
plaza’s spectrum of interest includes a
community-oriented mission.
Stalwarts of the ABQ food and beer
scenes band together with relative
newcomers in a shared space connected by free range seating. Think
plein air food court with contemporary offerings and a hip vibe. From

Ariane Jarocki

Bocadillos’ 505 Philly

Green Jeans Farmery
3600 Cutler NE, greenjeansfarmery.com

beers at Santa Fe Brewing Company’s
taproom to burgers at Rustic, options
are vast.
Facing a group dining situation
wherein choosing a restaurant seems
impossible? Green Jeans Farmery has
something for everyone. Check out

their website, greenjeansfarmery.com,
for all the details. There’s even a Green
Jeans iOS app. Below, scope highlights
of three new-to-me offerings.

Bocadillos

bocadillosnm.com
After extensive nagging from
foodie pals to try Bocadillos’ sandwiches, I finally did. And now I regret
not making it out to their flagship
location. As I enjoyed the sights and
sounds of Green Jeans’ environs, Chef
Marie delivered my sammy to the
rooftop patio.
I chose the 505 Philly, and my taste
buds were smiling on first bite. The
chuck roast is slow-cooked to falling-apart perfection. While easy to
bite through, this meaty awesomeness
isn’t at all mushy. A plethora of fresh
portabella mushrooms, green chile
and pickled onions cuddle into the
generous bun, while melted Muenster
cheese blankets everything, melding
flavors together.
The buns are hardy enough to
absorb the meat’s flavorful juices
without getting soggy. It’s like a
French dip and a Philly had a Burque
baby. The tomato, mozzarella and
artichoke salad is a pleasant, unexpected side. The baby heirlooms’
slight acidity is juxtaposed to perfection by the creamy mozzarella rounds.

SoupDog

Ariane Jarocki

Chill’n’s Java Chip

soupdog-alb.com
A soup place and a hot dog joint?
Color me intrigued. Expect strong
offerings and variety in both items.
I tried the Sonoran Dog. This
Nathan’s hot dog comes wrapped
in bacon, covered in chili beans and
roasted jalapeno salsa and drizzled
with mayo and mustard. But the

game changer here is the bun. This
isn’t the average hot dog bun of
childhood camp-outs.
SoupDog actually carves a divot in a
bolillo roll for your hot dog. Dare I call
it a hot dog manger? This bun holds
up to any topping you can slather on
it. While not the spiciest option, the
Sonoran boasts a strong, smoky flavor
from the chili beans that blends nicely
with the Nathan’s garlic notes. It’s a
good-sized dog, so I didn’t have room
to try the soup. But the red chile-infused New Orleans-meets-New
Mexico Gumbo sounds like a winner.

Chill’n

chillnicecreams.com
This frozen confection isn’t just
about showmanship. Chill’n uses
fresh, local, organic ingredients every
step of the way. Even the flatware and
containers are compostable. I always
knew that ice cream was the food of
the future.
Chill’n uses nitrogen to freeze their
ice cream. The resulting texture is the
same, but their method means each
and every serving is created fresh
for you, right then and there. The
process is remarkable to watch: the
liquid nitrogen creates a fog around
the mixing bowl as it freezes the
ingredients.
The nitrogen is off-gassed before
serving, so you needn’t worry about
any Terminator-type side effects.
Chill’n has linked up with local
businesses like Epiphany Espresso for
their Java Chip, and Chocolate Dude
makes the chocolate chip cookies for
Chill’n’s ice cream sandwiches.

Resident foodie Ariane Jarocki fearlessly
reports on Albuquerque’s restaurant, food
truck and bakery scenes for ABQ Free Press.
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ORIGINAL. FOREVER.

ON SALE NOW!

Fri. Feb. 12
7:30pm
Tickets available at the arena box offce or

UNMTICKETS.COM

FILM
NM Film Focus: Talent 101
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MUSIC
Within Range: Hearts, Heroes and Metal Mariachi

Face value

Boyz II Men ❤ ABQ

BY CHRISTA VALDEZ

Everybody needs a real head shot.
The fact that we live in the age of selfie
dominance doesn’t mean a bathroom
mirror shot or party pics will get you
cast or help you build your brand.
A quick, clear photo taken with a
phone may suffice for an impromptu
call to fill a scene with a gaggle of
folks blessed with your “look.” But
to really begin promoting yourself
online, in correspondence, at meetings and on social media, you need
professional photography.
Fortunately that doesn’t require an
exorbitant photo shoot contingent
on a second mortgage. Albuquerque,
Santa Fe and the surrounding area are
teeming with established and highly
regarded pro photographers. Shop
around, get some references and recommendations, and view their body of
work before hiring any photographer.
Scam alert: Never pay for photography sold with the promise of leading
to a job. There are many such “talent
packages” out there that rep themselves as a gateway to connections
and auditions, but that’s just not
how it works. Your photos are your
personal promotional assets, not a
prerequisite for job placement.

Train, train, train …

New Mexicans are fortunate to
have an abundance of acting classes
and workshops at their fingertips. Try
every one you can. Continue on to upper levels of training with instructors
who tap into your abilities and really
help you improve on your strengths.
Then branch out and expand your
comfort zone to even more challenging or wildly different training styles.
Again, do your research.
Referrals are key. Some classes are
pricey, and sometimes, that’s because
they’re worth it. Outstanding instruction is a valuable investment and can
only help you grow as a performer
and a person. Like truly professional
photography, reputable training
courses never come with the empty
promise of leading to a “gig.”
Take-this-class, get-this-part is a
sleazy tactic. Do not fall for it. Several
of our state’s top instructors go out of
their way to accommodate financial
constraints by offering a few scholarship slots or trade; some even accept
volunteer hours with local charities as
payment.

Network, network, network

The old show biz saying is, “It’s
all who you know,” but that doesn’t
mean your mom has to be a studio
head or your dad a talent agent. Networking is everything. No production
worth its salt is going to knock on
your front door and ask if you’d like
to join them … unless they’re interested in casting your house (à la Fran
Padilla, owner of the world famous
Walter White house).
Through training classes, volunteering on independent film sets and
attending industry mixers and social
events, you will meet helpful people.
Overall, the local film community
is very welcoming. Most folks are
quick to offer advice and assistance to
newbies. They’ve learned that sharing
information is imperative to growing
the New Mexico film industry and
that furthering each others’ careers
leads to more shared opportunities.
The same goes for crew hopefuls. A
gaffer or a scripty may not need a
head shot, but crew needs to network
just as much as talent.
Industry events and independent
projects are opportunities for introductions to all of the above. Social media can also be key in learning as you
go. There are several online groups
that explore project opportunities and
help connect talent with productions.
On Facebook, check out NM Film Vendors and More; New Mexico Extras &
Actors Forum; and Casting Coffee.

Meek inheritance

Learn to cultivate extreme humility.
Accept that it may take years to build
the professional relationships that
will lead to your “big break,” and that
“overnight success” comes after hundreds of rejections and failed projects.
A common trait among the best in
the business is keeping the smack talk
to a minimum. Sure, there are vocal
naysayers out there who’ll come after
you when you declare your aspirations
or publicly celebrate your victories.
That’s their cross to bear, and no
amount of their negativity should
deter you from your goals. When you
get knocked down, and you will get
knocked down, just tell yourself, in
your best Robert De Niro (or screen idol
of your choice) voice: “Ay! You do you,
babe, because no one can do it better!”
Christa Valdez is the founder and author
of New Mexico entertainment blog OneHeadlightInk.com. Reach her at christa@
christavaldez.com

by M. Brianna Stallings

They’ll make love to you — well, to
your ears anyway. Motown Philly is
back, y’all, and kickin’ it just for you
on Valentine’s Day.
Grammy Award-winning R&B
group Boyz II Men thrills on Sunday,
Feb. 14, at Legends Theater in Route
66 Casino (14500 Central SW, I-40
Exit 140). Doors are at 7 p.m., and the
show is from 8 to 10 p.m.
As a hugely successful ‘90s quartet
with mega-hits like “End of the Road”
and “One Sweet Day,” featuring
Mariah Carey, Boyz II Men held the
number-one spot on the Billboard
charts for at least 50 cumulative
weeks, placing them right behind
Elvis, The Beatles and Carey herself.
Despite years of label struggles
and the 2003 departure of bass singer
Michael McCary owing to health
issues, remaining founding members
Nathan Morris (baritone) and tenors
Wanya Morris and Shawn Stockman
are still going strong with their brand
of hip-hop slash doo-wop; their latest,
“Collide,” was released in 2014.
The Philadelphia natives recently
appeared in a cameo performance in
FOX’s “Grease: Live” as teen angels.
The trio belted out “Beauty School
Dropout” in a role made famous by
Frankie Avalon – also from Philly – in
the original 1978 film.
Tickets for Boyz II Men range from

$35 to $70. Visit rt66casino.com to
learn more. Want to go full-throttle,
capital-R Romance? Head over to luxury rose delivery website RosesHire.
com to order a $189 bouquet-andchocolate box package endorsed
by the Boyz. A photo of the Boyz is
included, but there’s no word on their
favorite chocolates, so you’ll have to
wing it there.

Burque honors Bowie

When I wrote my Boom Box-intended review
of David
Bowie’s “★
Blackstar,” I was
operating on
logical assumptions. Released
on Bowie’s 69th
birthday, “★ Blackstar” was to be like his
previous works: a new
direction that also hearkened
back to older albums, one he
might pursue on future records.
I described Bowie as rock’s aging
changeling and compared “★ Blackstar” to his Berlin trilogy and 1995’s
underrated “Outside.” Two days after
its release, I and the rest of the world
came to a somber realization: Bowie’s
25th album was also his last.
David Robert Jones, better known
as superstar David Bowie, died Jan.
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Special special

Over at Green Jeans Farmery (3600 Cutler NE),
Santa Fe Brewing Company offers its patrons a $3
Monday night where you can order a pint of pretty
much anything for $3. Round it out with a pizza
from just-across-the-commons Amore Neapolitan
Pizzeria and maybe play a game of shuffleboard.

Brewery almanac

As the first green buds of spring begin to push their
way up to the surface of the frosty ground, so too
the seeds of breweries begin to sprout. Or something.
Anyway, some new breweries are sprouting up.
Off the I-25 corridor, we’ve got Starr Brothers (5700
San Antonio NE), which boasts a full kitchen. In the
Uptown area, strange beings have kidnapped the
old Albuquerque Brew Pub and implanted a new
brand, the Alien Brew Pub (6601 Uptown Blvd. NE).
Expect lots of cosmically themed styles such as a
Milky Way stout and Crop Circle wheat.
In the far Northeast Heights, the casual Mexican
joint Sandia Chile Grill (7120 Wyoming NE, 7D)
is gearing up to offer microbrews under the name
Lickety Splitz Small Batch Brewing. And on the

10, 2016 after an 18-month battle with
liver cancer. Tribute shows began
popping up immediately. Burque’s
version, The Albuquerque Underground Zine Tribute to David Bowie,
goes down on Friday, Feb. 19, at the
Library Downtown (312 Central SW).
Expect Bowie covers by diverse locals
like Double Plow, Lilith, No Man’s
Band, Shoulder Voices, Throw the
Temple and Weedrat.
Doors are at 7 p.m., and the show
begins at 8. Sorry, youngsters, but this
event’s strictly
21 plus. Cashonly tickets are
$10 from Charley’s 33’s & CDs
(7602 Menaul
NE). You can also
get ‘em online via
holdmyticket.com
but service fees apply.
All proceeds benefit UNM
Cancer Center.

A date with Metalachi

For those about to rock, “Te saludamos.”
Daydreaming about an ‘80s hesherthemed quinceañera? Want to walk
down the aisle to either Juan Gabriel
or Poison? Metalachi – the self-proclaimed “World’s First and Only
Heavy Metal Mariachi Band” – may
be just what you’re pining for. Engage

Westside, Nicky V’s
Pizzeria has remade itself
as Pi Brewing Co. (9780
Coors Blvd. NW, Suite B);
see the Gears and Beers
item above.

Seasonal brews

Plenty of seasonal
brews are flowing this
month. Some that caught
my eye: the Canteen
Brewhouse’s (2381 Aztec
NE) Sweet Senderine
Stout, a licorice touched malt-heavy ale with a bitter
touch at the end; Chama River’s Coffee Cream Stout,
a smooth, chocolatey seduction that finishes with
just the right touch of coffee bean, available at the
Draft Station (1720 Central Ave. SW); and Turtle
Mountain Brewing Co.’s (905 36th Place SE, Rio Rancho) Adrift IPA, a citrusy hop bomb that will send
you spinning.
As usual, I’m writing this as I brew up a batch of
my own homebrew. This time it’s an all-grain dark
mild I’m calling St. Brigid’s Brown. Feel free to try

the spectacle on Sunday, Feb. 21, at
Launchpad (618 Central SW). Doors
are at 7 p.m., and the fun starts at 8
p.m.
With an origin story straight outta
a magical realist fiction anthology
published by “Revolver” Magazine,
Metalachi melds East L.A. and the
Sunset Strip. The band takes two great
genres and, like chocolate and peanut
butter, finds they taste better mashed
together. Think mariachi-styled covers
of tunes by Slayer, Judas Priest, Metallica, AC/DC and others.
Respectively outfitted in sunglasses,
bandanas and sombreros that are
edged profusely – like salt on a
margarita glass rim – with Christmas lights, Metalachi’s members are
trumpeter El Cucuy (who could pass
as a GWAR second-stringer), guitarron player Pancho Rockafeller and
violinist Maximilian “Dirty” Sanchez.
I’m honestly surprised that Robert
Rodriguez hasn’t cast loud, profane
and fun Metalachi as a background
band in one of his films … yet. Tickets
for this 21-plus gig are $15 at the door;
save three bucks by purchasing in
advance via holdmyticket.com.
M. Brianna Stallings writes so you don’t
have to.

your own hand at it: it’s 6 pounds of pale malt, 2
pounds of crystal malt and 4.4 ounces of crisp chocolate malt. Plus 1 ounce of Fuggles hops for boiling,
another ounce for finishing.
If you want to give this a shot but don’t know how
to proceed, pick up a copy of “Super Easy Brew in a
Bag” by Jon Finch. Call your local homebrew supply
store or favorite bookshop, and see if it’s in stock.
Whether you brew or not, join me in a spiritual
toast. Raise a glass and repeat after me, in the words
of St. Brigid herself:
I’d sit with the men, the women and God
There by the lake of beer.
We’d be drinking good health forever
And every drop would be a prayer.
Got a hot tip on Albuquerque’s beer scene? Know
of a seasonal draft I’ve simply got to try? Drop me a
line at beertownabq@gmail.com.
Ty Bannerman is a beer drinker, co-host of the City on the
Edge podcast and author of “Forgotten Albuquerque” as
well as a forthcoming memoir. He most recently served as
managing, feature and food editor at Weekly Alibi.
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19

1 Events: Boyz II Men

8 pm, Route 66 Casino, 14500 Central Ave
SW, 352-7866, rt66casino.com

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16
7:30 pm, KiMo Theatre, 423 Central Ave
NW, 768-3544, kimotickets.com

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
3 Screens: The Black Panthers:

5 Screens: February 19–20,
The Lost Boys

Mililani Trask

Guild Cinema, 3405 Central Ave NE,
255-1848; guildcinema.com

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25

Sister Bar, 407 Central Ave SW,
242-4900, sisterthebar.com

10 Word: Burque Women of the World
Fundraiser

6 pm, Bookworks, 4022 Rio Grande NW,
344-8139, bkwrks.com

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20
2 pm, El Rey Theater, 622 Central Ave SW,
elreyabq.com

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21

FEBRUARY 25–27
11 Events: Mountain West Conference
Indoor Track and Field
Championships

4 Word: Hotel Mariachi — Urban Space 8 Word: DimeStories Anniversary

FEBRUARY 13–19
Sister Bar
407 Central Ave SW, 242-4900,
sisterthebar.com
February 13, Shrimp Night
February 19, Rawrr! Album Release

FEBRUARY 13-26
Low Spirits
2823 2nd St NW, 344-9555,
lowspiritslive.com
February 13, Covers by Lovers
February 16, Carolyn Wonderland
February 18, Harlis Sweetwater Band
February 19, The Saltine Ramblers
Farewell Show
February 20, Youngsville, Ugly Robot
February 25, Front Country
February 26, Kyle Martin, Eryn Bent

Launchpad
618 Central Ave SW, 764-8887,
launchpadrocks.com
February 13, Great States CD
Release Show
February 15, I the Mighty, Silver Snakes
February 16, Cash’d Out,
The Shadowmen
February 17, Best of Tha Southwest
MC Competition
February 18, 10 Years, Dead Letter
Circus
February 19, Blaze, Lex the
Hex Master
February 20, Dirty Deeds Burlesque
presents Presidents of Love
February 21, Metalachi
February 22, D.R.I., Wuff,
Russian Girlfriends
February 23, Chelsea Grin, Oceans
Ate Alaska
February 24, Sons of Icarus, Full Blast
February 25, Sun Dog, Cloud Catcher
February 26, Keith Sanchez & the
Moon Thieves CD Release

FEBRUARY 16–18
Sunshine Theater
120 Central Ave SW, 764-0249,
sunshinetheaterlive.com
February 16, At the Gates,
Decapitated, The Haunted
February 18, Geoff Tate’s Operation:
Mindcrime

Albuquerque Convention Center,
401 2nd St SW, 768-4575, themwc.com

Bookworks, 4022 Rio Grande NW,
344-8139, bkwrks.com

FEBRUARY 18–27
Dirty Bourbon
9800 Montgomery Blvd NE, 296-2726,
dirtybourbon.com
February 18-20, Rebel Heart
February 25-27, Chad Freeman

SHOWS
THROUGH FEBRUARY 15
The Acro-Cats with the
Rock Cats
The Cell Theatre, 700 1st St NW,
766-9412, liveatthecell.com

THROUGH MARCH 6
The Odd Couple
The Adobe Theater, 9813 4th Street
NW, 898-9222, adobetheater.org

FEBRUARY 12–14
KlezmerQuerque 2016
Nahalat Shalom, 3606 Rio Grande Blvd
NW, 343-8227, nahalatshalom.org

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13
Cascada de Flores:
Radio Flor 2016

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26
12 Shows: The Mavericks

6 pm, 516 ARTS, 516 Central Ave SW,
242-1445, 516arts.org

CLUBS & PUBS

Isleta Resort & Casino, 11000 Broadway
Blvd SE, 724-3800, isleta.com

Sax Therapy
Part of Art in the Afternoon
2 pm, Free, Albuquerque Museum of
Art & History, 2000 Mountain Rd NW,
242-4600, cabq.gov/museum

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Flaming Hearts feat. Ott
8 pm, Taos Mesa Brewing,
20 ABC Mesa Rd, El Prado,
(575) 758-1900, taosmesabrewing.com

Jazz Brasileiro
7 pm, Pasion Latin Fusion Restaurant,
722 Lomas Blvd NW, 503-7880,
pasionlatinfusion.com

Love & Romance Contemporary Jazz Concert: Nick Colionne & Max Anderson
7 pm, ABQ Marriott Pyramid North,
5151 San Francisco NE,
(214) 641-7695, theoasislive.com

6 pm, Pueblo Harvest Café,
2401 12th St NW, 724-3510,
indianpueblo.com/puebloharvestcafe

La Noche Encantada Havana
6pm, Albuquerque Convention Center,
401 2nd St SW, 768-4575, ahcnm.org

Pop-Up Shakespeare:
The Upstart Crows
New Mexico Museum of Art, 107 W
Palace Ave, Santa Fe, (505) 476-5072,
internationalshakespeare.center

FEBRUARY 18–28
Traveling with Angels
Part of Siembra: Latino Theatre Festival
National Hispanic Cultural Center,
1701 4th St SW, 724-4771,
nhccnm.org

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19
Ballet Magnificat!
Presents Stratagem

Lone Piñon
4 pm, Free, Tony Hillerman Library,
8205 Apache Ave NE, 291-6264,
ampconcerts.org

Jon Nakamatsu & Jon Manasse
7:30 pm, Historic Old San Ysidro
Church, 966 Old Church Rd,
Corrales, musicincorrales.org,
brownpapertickets.com

The Temporary Tattoos

7 pm, National Hispanic Cultural
Center, 1701 4th St SW, 724-4771,
nhccnm.org

7 pm, The Range Café,
925 Camino del Pueblo, Bernalillo,
(505) 867-1700, rangecafe.com

Carnival of the Animals

Tribute to Miguel Caro

7 pm, Hiland Theater, 4800 Central
Ave SE, 340-0200, ndi-nm.org

6 pm, South Broadway Cultural Center,
1025 Broadway Blvd SW, 848-1320,
southbroadwaytickets.com

In the Mood
Popejoy Hall, UNM Main Campus,
203 Cornell Drive NE, 925-5858,
unmtickets.com

Watermelon Mountain
Jug Band

Winter Dance Escape
7 pm, Hiland Theater, 4800 Central
Ave SE, 983-7646, ndi-nm.org

Eryn Bent

FEBRUARY 19–MARCH 6

FEBRUARY 20-MARCH 6

The Philadelphia Story

Science Girl in Dr. Von Heister’s
Hijinks

7:30 pm, Lensic Theater,
211 W. San Francisco, Santa Fe,
(505) 988-1234, lensic.org

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Ducdame: Dames of Thrones
— Women in Shakespeare’s
Histories
7:30 pm, Adobe Rose Theater,
1213 B Parkway Dr, Santa Fe,
internationalshakespeare.center/events

Logic
8 pm, El Rey Theater, 622 Central Ave
SW, elreyabq.com

Shakespeare’s Whirled!
Noon, Free, New Mexico Museum of
Art, 107 W Palace Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-5072, nmartmuseum.org

The Vortex Theatre, 2900 Carlisle NE,
247-8600, vortexabq.org

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20
Ailey II

Explora, 1701 Mountain Rd NW,
224-8300, explora.us

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21

Popejoy Hall, UNM Main Campus,
203 Cornell Drive NE, 925-5858,
unmtickets.com

All Bach

Ana Vidovic

D’Santi Nava

Part of Chispa: Pimentel Concert Series
7:30 pm, National Hispanic Cultural
Center, 1701 4th St SW, 724-4771,
nhccnm.org

Part of Bloody Sundays Brunch and
Bloody Mary Bar
11 am, Distillery 365, 2921 Stanford Dr
NE, 221-6281, distillery365.com

14th Annual Breakin’ Hearts

Manasse/Nakamatsu Duo

2 pm, El Rey Theater,
622 Central Ave SW, elreyabq.com

7:30 pm, Las Placitas Presbyterian
Church, 7 Paseo de San Antonio,
Placitas, 867-8080,
placitasartistsseries.org

Clark Andrew Libbey
7 pm, Distillery 365, 2921 Stanford Dr
NE, 221-6281, distillery365.com

Hellyeah
Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort &
Casino, 287 Carrizo Canyon Rd,
Mescalero, innofthemountaingods.com

1 pm, Free, New Mexico Museum of Art,
St Francis Auditorium, 107 W Palace Ave,
Santa Fe, nmartmuseum.org

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22
Big Daddy Weave & Plumb
7 pm, Sagebrush Community Church,
6440 Coors Blvd NW,
(714) 545-8900,
transparentproductions.com/events/bigdwabq

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23
Jeremiah and the Red Eyes
8 pm, Zinc Cellar Bar, 3009 Central
Ave NE, 254-9462, zincabq.com

Rio Rancho Youth Choir: Songs
from Shakespeare’s First Folio
6:30 pm, Esther Bone Memorial
Library, 950 Pinetree Rd SE, Rio Rancho,
891-5012x3128, riorancholibraries.org

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
MarchFourth!
8 pm, Dirty Bourbon,
9800 Montgomery Blvd NE,
296-2726, thedirtybourbon.com

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25

7 pm, Library Bar & Grill, 312 Central
Ave SW, 242-2992,
holdmyticket.com/event/234259

Time for Three

Joanie & Combo Special

Email even
t info,
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4 pm, Lensic Theater,
211 W. San Francisco, Santa Fe,
(505) 988-1234, lensic.org

The Symphony presents
Mozart, Weber, & Dvorak

Cubano Club After Party with
Ozomatli

8 pm, Warehouse 508, 508 1st St NW,
296-2738, warehouse508.org

ABQ Free
Press
calendaR

Tribute to the Great
David Bowie to benefit
UNM Cancer Center

Part of Bloody Sundays Brunch and
Bloody Mary Bar
11 am, Distillery 365, 2921 Stanford Dr NE,
221-6281, distillery365.com

Gabrielle Jackson

e venT

Part of Art in the Afternoon
2 pm, Free, Albuquerque Museum of
Art & History, 2000 Mountain Rd NW,
242-4600, cabq.gov/museum

Part of Chispa: New Latin Music Series
7:30 pm, National Hispanic Cultural
Center, 1701 4th St SW,
724-4771, nhccnm.org

9 pm, Albuquerque Convention Center, 401 2nd St SW,
768-4575, ahcnm.org

in the

In Pursuit of Cultural Freedom lecture series
7 pm, Lensic Theater, 211 W. San Francisco,
Santa Fe, (505) 988-1234, ticketssantafe.org

Rawrr! Album Release

7 pm, Free, KiMo Theatre, 423 Central Ave
NW, 768-3544, kimotickets.com

and Cultural Landscape: Miguel
A. Gandert, Catherine L. Kurland,
Enrique R. Lamadrid

List you r

9 Word: Winona LaDuke with

7 Shows: 14th Annual Breakin’ Hearts

Vanguard of the Revolution

Speak the Speech:
Director’s Cuts

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24

6 Clubs & Pubs:

2 Shows: Rickie Lee Jones

CALENDAr CALENDAr

10:30 am, Las Puertas Event Center,
1512 1st St NW, chatterabq.org

NM Philharmonic presents
Protégé Series
2 pm, National Hispanic Cultural
Center, 1701 4th St SW, 724-4771,
nhccnm.org

Black Student Union
5th Annual Talent Showcase
6 pm, Cleveland High School Concert,
4800 Laban Rd, Rio Rancho,
nmblackhistorymonth.com

TobyMac
Santa Ana Star Center,
3001 Civic Center Cir, Rio Rancho,
867-0000, santaanastarcenter.com

FEBRUARY 25–MARCH 6
The Odd Couple
The Adobe Theater, 9813 4th Street
NW, 898-9222, adobetheater.org

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Baracutanga
6 pm, Pueblo Harvest Café, 2401
12th St NW, 724-3510,
indianpueblo.com/puebloharvestcafe

Doctor P
9 pm, Effex Nightclub, 420 Central SW,
redfishevents.com

Greg Brown
7 pm, New Mexico Museum of Art,
107 W Palace Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-5072, nmartmuseum.org

Quietly Kept
7 pm, Distillery 365, 2921 Stanford Dr NE,
221-6281, distillery365.com

Raisin’ Cane — A Harlem
Renaissance Odyssey starring
Jasmine Guy and the Avery
Sharpe Trio
Popejoy Hall, UNM Main Campus,
203 Cornell Drive NE, 925-5858,
unmtickets.com

Popejoy Classics: Case Scaglione
Popejoy Hall, UNM Main Campus,
203 Cornell Drive NE, 925-5858,
nmphil.org

Cole Swindell
Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort & Casino, 287 Carrizo Canyon Rd, Mescalero

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17

FEBRUARY 20–21

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21

The Black Panthers:
Vanguard of the Revolution

Las Cruces Market &
Spanish Market

6th Annual Spayghetti and
No Balls Lunch

7 pm, Free, KiMo Theatre, 423 Central
Ave NW, 768-3544, kimotickets.com

Hotel Encanto de Las Cruces,
705 S Telshor Blvd, Las Cruces,
(575) 522-4300, spanishcolonial.org

11 am, Luigi’s Restaurant,
6225 4th St NW,
thebabesandbullies.com

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18

Geoff Hoyle: Lear’s Shadow

The Last Time I Saw Paris

SATURDAY, MARCH 5

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23

7 pm, Lensic Theater,
211 W. San Francisco, Santa Fe,
(505) 988-1234,
internationalshakespeare.center

Part of Books to the Big Screen
7 pm, KiMo Theatre, 423 Central Ave
NW, 768-3544, kimotickets.com

Duke City Gladiators
Season Opener

NationWISE:
Women in Solar Energy

Magic Men Live

Telluride Mountainfilm Festival
on Tour

9 pm, Kiva Auditorium, Albuquerque
Convention Center, 401 2nd Street
NW, 768-4575, albuquerquecc.com

7 pm, Lensic Theater, 211 W. San
Francisco, Santa Fe, (505) 988-1234,
lensic.org

NM Philharmonic: A Night with
Nakamatsu

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19

6 pm, Popejoy Hall, UNM Main
Campus, 203 Cornell Drive, 925-5858,
unmtickets.com

So Long Live This … Shakespeare
Sonnets Live on Stage
1 pm, Free, Sue V Cleveland High
School Performing Arts Center,
4800 Laban Rd NE, Rio Rancho,
riorancholibraries.org

STRFKR & Com Truise
9 pm, El Rey Theater, Stereo Bar,
622 Central Ave SW, elreyabq.com

FEBRUARY 27–MARCH 6
Ballet Repertory Theatre:
The Little Mermaid
KiMo Theatre, 423 Central Ave NW,
768-3544, kimotickets.com

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28
Sloan Artimage
Part of Bloody Sundays Brunch and
Bloody Mary Bar
11 am, Distillery 365, 2921 Stanford Dr
NE, 221-6281, distillery365.com

AYS Chamber Orchestra:
Organ Jubilee
3 pm, Free, First Presbyterian Church,
215 Locust St NE, 764-2900,
aysmusic.org

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 29
Mutemath
7:30 pm, El Rey Theater, Stereo Bar,
622 Central Ave SW, elreyabq.com

SCREENS
FEBRUARY 13–25
Guild Cinema
3405 Central Ave NE, 255-1848;
guildcinema.com
February 13–14, Sid & Nancy
February 19–20, The Lost Boys
February 22–25, Anesthesia, Rams

FEBRUARY 19–MARCH 3
Jean Cocteau Cinema

The Great Gatsby

The Last Tycoon
Part of Books to the Big Screen
7 pm, KiMo Theatre, 423 Central Ave
NW, 768-3544, kimotickets.com

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25
London’s National Theatre:
As You Like It
7 pm, Lensic Theater, 211 W. San
Francisco, Santa Fe, (505) 988-1234,
ticketssantafe.org

SATURDAY, MARCH 12
A Thousand Voices
3 pm, Free, Indian Pueblo Cultural
Center, 2401 12th St NW, 843-7270,
indianpueblo.org

EVENTS
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13
AHCC:
La Noche Encantada Havana
6 pm, Albuquerque Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce, 1309 4th St SW, ahcnm.org

5th Annual Latin Love Festival
8:30 pm, National Hispanic Cultural
Center, 1701 4th St SW, 724-4771,
abqlatinfest.org

Salsa Love Fest
8 pm, El Rey Theater, Stereo Bar,
622 Central Ave SW, 577-6457,
newmexicosalsacongress.com

FEBRUARY 13–14
A Year with Frog & Toad Kids
South Broadway Cultural Center,
1025 Broadway Blvd SW, 848-1320,
southbroadwaytickets.com

Friends & Lovers Balloon Rally
7 am, Balloon Fiesta Park, 5500
Balloon Fiesta Parkway, 265-2865,
hotairballooning.org

FEBRUARY 19–21

IAIA Student Filmmaker Showcase

Monster Jam

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Anat Grigorio: Memo
8 pm, Keshet Center for the Arts,
4121 Cutler Ave NE, 227-8583,
keshetarts.org

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Peppa Pig’s Big Splash Live!
6 pm, Kiva Auditorium, Albuquerque
Convention Center, 401 2nd Street
NW, 768-4575, albuquerquecc.com,
ticketmaster.com

Institute of American Indian Arts,
83 Avan Nu Po Rd, Santa Fe, iaia.edu

Tingley Coliseum, 300 San Pedro Dr NE,
222-9700, ticketmaster.com

FEBRUARY 16–21

New Mexico Outdoor Adventures Hunting & Fishing Show

NM Italian Film & Culture Festival
The Guild Cinema, 3405 Central Ave
NE, 255-1848; for movie times:
guildcinema.com

11 am, Anderson Abruzzo Balloon
Museum, 9201 Balloon Museum Dr NE,
768-6020, balloonmuseum.com

Volunteers needed for
NM Veterans Museum

FEBRUARY 15–JULY 31

National Hispanic Cultural Center,
1701 4th St SW, 724-4771, nhccnm.org

ShamRock Fest 2016

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20

FEBRUARY 26–27
Jesus Munoz Flamenco

SATURDAY, MARCH 12

COMMUNITY

Rodey Theatre, UNM Main Campus,
203 Cornell Drive, 925-5858,
unmtickets.com

Knowhere:
Faculty Dance Concerts

6 pm, Tingley Coliseum, 300 San Pedro
Dr NW, dukecitygladiators.com

Part of Books to the Big Screen
7 pm, KiMo Theatre, 423 Central Ave
NW, 768-3544, kimotickets.com

418 Montezuma Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 466-5528, jeancocteaucinema.com
Through February 19, Durant’s Never
Closes
February 19, Rolling Papers
February 19–29, Aferim!
February 26–March 3, The Masque of
the Red Death

FEBRUARY 26–MARCH 6
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Manuel Lujan Building, Expo
New Mexico, 300 San Pedro Dr NE,
(888) 248-6866, wildlife.state.nm.us

THROUGH APRIL
New Mexico Veterans Memorial,
1100 Louisiana Blvd SE, 256-2042,
nmvetsmemorial.org

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13
Comic Book Shakespeare:
Family Discovery Workshop
1 pm, New Mexico History Museum,
113 Lincoln Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-5200, nmhistorymuseum.org

Day of Dance for Your Health
11 am, Albuquerque Embassy Suites
& Spa, 1000 Woodward Pl NE,
lovelace.com

6 pm, Free, Osceola Energy,
3004 2nd St NW, 850-8863, RSVP:
solwomen.org/round-table-2016

FEBRUARY 23–MARCH 5
Rio Grande Movement
Collectors Festival
Keshet Center for the Arts, 4121 Cutler
Ave NE, 227-8583, keshetdance.org

ONGOING
2ND TUESDAYS
Korean War Veterans Open
Meeting
1 pm, New Mexico Veterans Memorial,
1100 Louisiana Blvd SE, 256-2042,
nmvetsmemorial.org

2ND WEDNESDAYS
Drinking Liberally —
Albuquerque Chapter
6 pm, O’Niell’s NE Heights, 3301
Juan Tabo Blvd NE, 264-1368,
drinkingliberally.org

WEDNESDAYS
ABQ Jazz Trio Open Jam

Explora’s Portal to the Public:
Science Activity

5 pm, Free, Lizard Tail Brewing,
9800 Montgomery Ave NE,
lizardtailbrewing.com/home

1 pm, Explora, 1701 Mountain Rd NW,
224-8300, explora.us

1ST AND 3RD THURSDAYS

Hearts for the Homeless:
Dinner and Dancing to benefit
Project Connect

Drinking Liberally —
Cedar Crest Chapter

6 pm, YDI Wool Warehouse, 516 1st St
NW, projectconnectabq.wix.com

5 pm, Greenside Café,
12165 NM-14, Cedar Crest, 264-1368,
drinkingliberally.org

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14

THURSDAYS

Oldtown Sweetheart Stroll
1 pm, Free, Historic Old Town,
Rio Grande Blvd & Central Ave NW,
768-2000, cabq.gov

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16

Latin Gold: Salsa Lessons &
Dancing
8 pm, Free, Q Bar-Hotel Albuquerque,
800 Rio Grande Blvd NW, 225-5928,
qbarabq.com

AARP Smart Driver Course

1ST FRIDAYS

1 pm, Loma Colorado Main Library,
755 Loma Colorado Blvd NE,
Rio Rancho, RSVP: 891-5013x3033,
riorancholibraries.org

First Friday Fractals
New Mexico Natural History Museum,
1801 Mountain Rd NW,
nmnaturalhistory.org

Science in the Sky: Fractals are
S.M.A.R.T. — Science, Math, Art

1ST SATURDAYS

10 am, Anderson Abruzzo Balloon
Museum, 9201 Balloon Museum Dr NE,
768-6020, balloonmuseum.com

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18
Science in the Sky: Let it Flow
— The Power of Porosity
10 am, Anderson Abruzzo Balloon
Museum, 9201 Balloon Museum Dr
NE, 768-6020, balloonmuseum.com

The Organ Transplant
Awareness Program of
New Mexico
10:30 am, Erna Fergusson Library,
3700 San Mateo Blvd NE, more info:
344-0512

2ND & 4TH SATURDAYS
Coder Dojo

Law-La-Palooza Legal Fair

10 am, ages 7-17, Quelab,
680 Haines Ave NW,
coderdojoabq.github.io

3-6 pm, Free, Barelas Community
Center, 801 Barelas Rd SW, 797-6040

3RD SATURDAYS

FEBRUARY 20–MARCH 6
Explora Theater: Science Girl in
Dr. Von Heister’s Hijinks
Explora, 1701 Mountain Rd NW,
224-8300, explora.us

Lyme Get Together
12pm, Free, location varies, more info:
304-9411

SATURDAYS
Downtown Walking Tours with
Albuquerque Historical Society
10 am, Free, meet at Central and 1st
by Century Theater, 289-0586

CALENDAr CALENDAr
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Metal Poser

BY SAMANTHA ANNE CARRILLO

THROUGH FEBRUARY 20

FRIDAY, MARCH 11

SUNDAY, MARCH 19

Winter Fire Colors Show

Star Party

ABQ BioPark Botanic Garden, 2601
Central Ave NW, 764-6200,
abqbiopark.com

7 pm, Cerrillos Hills State Park,
37 Main St, Cerrillos, NM,
(505) 474-0196, cerrilloshills.org

Southwest Chocolate & Coffee
Fest

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13

SUNDAY, MARCH 13

Animal Love Lives

Geology Hike

11 am, Cerrillos Hills State Park,
37 Main St, Cerrillos, NM,
(505) 474-0196, cerrilloshills.org

11 am, Cerrillos Hills State Park,
37 Main St, Cerrillos, NM,
(505) 474-0196, cerrilloshills.org

Composting with Worms
(Vermicomposting)

EATS

1:30 pm, Open Space Visitor Center,
6500 Coors Blvd NW, RSVP: 897-8831,
register@nmcomposters.org

ONGOING

Love Bugs: Adults Only
Valentine’s Event

Truckin’ Tuesdays

6 pm, ABQ BioPark Botanic Garden,
2601 Central Ave NW, 764-6200,
abqbiopark.com
Courtesy of Metal Yoga Bones

L

ove yoga but loathe new age music? The Remedy Day Spa
		 (113 Vassar SE) has the class for you. Soundtracked by
metal subgenres like experimental, instrumental and postmetal, vinyasa-based class Metal Flow Yoga focuses on the
connection between breath and movement.
An appropriately weighty soundtrack featuring bands
like Earth, Isis and Palms guides all levels of yoga practitioner — even total beginners — on an hour-long journey from
moon salutation through corpse pose.
Inject some difference into your practice with Metal Flow
on Mondays at 8 p.m. Throughout the month of February, the
drop-in rate is $5. To learn more, visit theremedydayspa.com
or call 265-9219.
Metal Flow Yoga
Mondays, 8 p.m., The Remedy Day Spa, 113 Vassar SE,
265-9219, theremedydayspa.com

saturdays

THROUGH MARCH

International Folk Dancing

Conquer Anger

7 pm, Lloyd Shaw Dance Center,
5506 Coal Ave SE, 299-0332,
abqfolkdance.org

Thursdays, 7 pm, Kadampa Meditation
Center, 142 Monroe St NE, 292-5293,
mediationinnewmexico.org

Saturday Night Swing Dance

TUESDAY, MARCH 1

7:15 pm, Rhythm Dance Company,
3808A Central Ave SE, 250-6146,
abqswing.com

3RD SUNDAYS
Family Fun Day
1:30 pm, New Mexico History
Museum, 113 Lincoln Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-5200,
nmhistorymuseum.org

SUNDAYS
Sunday Family Fun
10 am, Bachechi Open Space,
9521 Rio Grande Blvd NW,
314-0398, bernco.gov/openspace

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Grand Opening Kadampa
Buddhist Temple Public Talk &
Reception
10 am, Kadampa Meditation Center,
142 Monroe NE, 292-5293,
meditationnewmexico.org

A Night in the 40’s:
Big Band Swing
7 pm, New Mexico Veterans’ Memorial,
1100 Louisiana Blvd SE, 256-2042,
nmvetsmemorial.org

Science in the Sky:
Butterflies Fly
10 am, Anderson Abruzzo Balloon
Museum, 9201 Balloon Museum Dr NE,
768-6020, balloonmuseum.com

TUESDAY, MARCH 8
Science in the Sky: It’s Not
Magic, It’s Science
10 am, Anderson Abruzzo Balloon
Museum, 9201 Balloon Museum Dr NE,
768-6020, balloonmuseum.com

TUESDAY, MARCH 15
AARP Smart Driver Course
1 pm, Loma Colorado Main Library,
755 Loma Colorado Blvd NE, Rio Rancho, RSVP: 891-5013x3033,
riorancholibraries.org

OUTDOORS
ENROLLMENT NOW OPEN
Las Huertas Farmer Training
and Incubator Program
Rio Grande Community Farm,
916-1078, riograndefarm.org

TUESDAYS
11 am, Civic Plaza, 1 Civic Plaza NW,
3rd St NW and Marquette Ave NW,
albuquerquecc.com

10 am, Expo New Mexico, 300 San Pedro
Dr NE, 222-9700, exponm.com

Hotel Mariachi — Urban Space
and Cultural Landscape:
Miguel A. Gandert, Catherine
L. Kurland, Enrique R. Lamadrid
6 pm, 516 ARTS, 516 Central Ave SW,
242-1445, 516arts.org

WORD

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19

FEBRUARY 18–26

Collecting Shakespeare —
The Story of Henry and Emily
Folger: Stephen Grant &
John F Andrews

Bookworks
4022 Rio Grande NW, 344-8139,
bkwrks.com
February 18, Milton Ezrati, Thirty
Tomorrow
February 20, Brain Crane, 25 Years
of Pickles
February 21, Dime Stories Anniversary
February 26, Kimberly Griffiths Little,
Banished

THROUGH FEBRUARY 28
Woodstock: Baron Wolman —
Book Exhibition

2 pm, Free, New Mexico Museum of
Art, 107 W. Palace Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-5072,
internationalshakespeare.center

Sorrel Sky Gallery, 125 W. Palace Ave,
Santa Fe, (505) 501-6555, sorrelsky.com

Talin Market Food Truck
Round Up

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13

3 pm, Free, Los Poblanos Historic Inn
& Organic Farm, 4803 Rio Grande Blvd
NW, 344-9297, lospoblanos.com

Free Spirit Knits: Anne Podlesak

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21

Part of Backyard Farming Series
9 am, Free, Gutierrez-Hubbell House,
6029 Isleta Blvd SW, (505) 314-0398,
bernco.gov/openspace

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14
That’s A Moray! Adults Only
Valentine’s Day Tour

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18
Composting with Worms
(Vermicomposting)
9:30 am, Highland Senior Center,
131 Monroe NE, RSVP: 767-5210,
register@nmcomposters.org

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19
Aquarium Overnight
6:30 pm, ABQ BioPark Aquarium,
2601 Central Ave NW,
764-6200, abqbiopark.com

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
Home Composting Basics
10 am, Free, Bear Canyon Senior Center,
Room 5, 4645 Pitt NE,
RSVP: 767-5959,
register@nmcomposters.org

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Winter Wool Festival
10 am, ABQ BioPark Botanic Garden,
Heritage Farm, 2601 Central Ave NW,
764-6200, abqbiopark.com

SATURDAY, MARCH 5
Volunteer Training
10 am, Cerrillos Hills State Park,
37 Main St, Cerrillos, NM,
(505) 474-0196, cerrilloshills.org

OPENING FEBRUARY 13
Mary Ann Warner

The Hispanic Founders of
Villa de Alburquerque:
Angel de Cervantes

Coffee Education and Tasting

Part of People Create Cities
10:30 am, Special Collections Library,
423 Central NE, 848-1376 abclibrary.org

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14

6 pm, New Mexico Museum of Art,
107 W. Palace Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-5072, golondrinas.org

Museum of Indian Arts and Culture,
710 Camino Lejo, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-1269,
indianartsandculture.org

Interconnection:
Peter Williams

FEBRUARY 15–26

2ND SATURDAYS

1 pm, Free,
Old Sandoval County Courthouse,
711 S Camino del Pueblo,
RSVP: register@nmcomposters.org

Sierra Club Office, 2215 Lead Ave SE,
243-7767

4 pm, Civic Plaza, SW Section, 1 Civic
Plaza NW, 3rd St NW and Marquette
Ave NW, civicplazapresents.com

Valentine’s Day Enrichment

Home Composting Basics and
Composting with Worms
(Vermicomposting)

Visions of an Enchanted World:
Judith Shaw

ABQ Food Fridays

6:30 pm, Prosum Roasters, 3228
Los Arboles Ave NE Ste 100, 379-5136,
prosumroasters.com

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17

Fireside Chat: Zora O’Neill

One Man Show: Ray Tracey

3 pm, Española Valley Fiber Arts Center,
325 Paseo de Oñate, Española, (505)
747-3577, evfac.org

FRIDAYS

6 pm, ABQ BioPark Aquarium, 2601
Central Ave NW, 764-6200,
abqbiopark.com
9:30-11 am, ABQ BioPark Zoo, 903
10th St SW, 768-2000, abqbiopark.com

Albuquerque Press Club,
201 Highland Park Cir SE

1 pm, Free, New Mexico Museum of
Art, St. Francis Auditorium, 107 W.
Palace Ave, Santa Fe, (505) 476-5072,
nmartmuseum.org/Shakespeare

photo-eye Bookstore + Project Space,
376 Garcia St Ste A, Santa Fe,
(505) 988-5152, photoeye.com

Los Ranchos Growers’ Market
10 am, 6718 Rio Grande Blvd NW,
farmersmarketsnm.org

SATURDAYS
Santa Fe Farmers Market: Railyard
8 am, 1607 Paseo de Peralta at Guadalupe,
Santa Fe, farmersmarketsnm.org

SUNDAYS
Pints & Planks Yoga Class
11 am, donation, Rio Bravo Brewing
Company, (937) 671-8917,
riobravobrewing.com

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14
Valentine’s Dinner and Movie
Night at the Lobo:
“The Princess Bride”
7 pm, Lobo Theater, 3013 Central Ave
NE, Nobhillis100.com/events, tickets
calvaryabq.org

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Choco-lympics for Teens
3 pm, Loma Colorado Main Library,
755 Loma Colorado Blvd, Rio Rancho,
RSVP by 2/8, 891-5013x3032,
riorancholibraries.org

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
Choco-lympics for Teens:
Round 2
3 pm, Loma Colorado Main Library,
755 Loma Colorado Blvd, Rio Rancho,
RSVP by 2/8, 891-5013x3032,
riorancholibraries.org

MARCH 4–6
National Fiery Foods &
Barbecue Show
Sandia Casino, 30 Rainbow Rd,
796-7500, sandiacasino.com

The Oxbow Poems — Short
Walks on the Rio Grande:
James Burbank
3 pm, Page One Books,
5850 Eubank Blvd NE Ste B-41,
294-2026, page1book.com

The Repair & Restoration of
Old Church: Edgar Boles,
Edward Crocker & Tanya Lattin

Dirt Roads-Poetry and
Memoirs: Barbara Jean Ruther
3 pm, Page One Books,
5850 Eubank Blvd NE Ste B-41,
294-2026, page1book.com

Chasing the Santa Fe Ring:
David Caffey

6 pm, 516 ARTS,
516 Central Ave SW, 242-1445,
516arts.org

La Canoa, Legacy Talks:
Rosalie Otero

2 pm, Historic Old San Ysidro Church,
966 Old Church Rd, Corrales,
corraleshistory.org

6 pm, National Hispanic Cultural Center,
1701 4th St SW, 724-4771, nhccnm.org

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16

Hamlet, Hamlet, Hamlet:
Joshua Calhoun

Of Museums, Specimens and
Maps — How Collections
Help Conservation in a
Time of Extinction:
Dr. Tom Giermakowski

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26
6 pm, New Mexico History Museum,
113 Lincoln Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-5200,
internationalshakespeare.center

Act I Gallery, 218 Paseo del Pueblo
Norte, Taos, (575) 758-7831,
actonegallery.com

FEB 14–DEC 30
A New Century: The Life and
Legacy of Cherokee Artist and
Educator Lloyd “Kiva” New

(un): Erin Fussell
John Sommers Gallery, Art Building #84,
Room 202, UNM Main Campus, unm.
edu, erinfussell.com

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18
Laboratories for Design
Part of 3rd Thursday 5 pm, Free,
Albuquerque Museum of Art & History,
2000 Mountain Rd NW, 242-4600,
cabq.gov/museum

Opening Reception — Lloyd
Kiva New: Art, Design, and
Influence

7 pm, New Mexico Natural History
Museum, 1801 Mountain Rd NW,
nmnaturalhistory.org

ONGOING

5 pm, Museum of Contemporary
Native Arts, 108 Cathedral Pl,
Santa Fe, iaia.edu/museum

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17

1ST WEDNESDAYS
Poetry and Beer

Grotowski’s Bridge Made of
Memory: Embodied Memory,
Witnessing and Transmission
in the Grotowski Work:
Dominika Laster
Noon, UNM Bookstore, 2301 Central
Ave NE, 277-5827, bookstore.unm.edu

Love and for the Love of Art:
Joe and Althea Cajero
Part of The Counter-Narrative
5:30 pm, Free, Indian Pueblo Cultural
Center, 2401 12th St NW, 843-7270,
indianpueblo.org

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18
Herbs & Heirloom Vegetables
That Will Attract Pollinators to
Your Garden: Tammi Hartung
3 pm, Plants of the Southwest Albuquerque, 6680 4th St NW,
344-8830, plantsofthesouthwest.com

7 pm, Tractor Brewing Wells Park,
1800 4th St NW, 243-6752,
getplowed.com

WEDNESDAYS
Crazy Wisdom Poetry
4 pm, Free, OffCenter Arts,
808 Park Ave SW, 247-1172,
offcenterarts.org

(un): Erin Fussell — Closing
Reception & Performance
5:30 pm, John Sommers Gallery, Art
Building #84, Room 202, UNM Main
Campus, unm.edu, erinfussell.com

Black Spirituals

B

orn in a leap year on Feb. 28, I narrowly avoided the fate of celebrating my birthday
every four years. Perhaps one special birthday could have meant as much as four average
birthdays. It’s tempting to speculate, but first I must tell you about a concert that’s at least four
times as special as your average rock show. It happens on Leap Day.
Featuring members of ISIS, Baptists and Russian Circles, headlining post-metal/sludge band
SUMAC is reason enough to pry yourself off the couch. In addition to SUMAC, talented openers
William Fowler Collins, whose catalog is heavy, nuanced and eldritch; SLC progressive crust
crew Cult Leader; and Oakland, Calif. duo Black Spirituals bring rarefied sound to Sister (407
Central NW) on Monday, Feb. 29.
In August 2014, I caught Black Spirituals’ first Albuquerque show at former Downtown DIY
space Spirit Abuse. Members Zachary James Watkins (electronics/strings) and Marshall Trammell
(skins) offered up an aural ritual powered by resonance, harmonics and meaning.
Black Spirituals’ noisy meditations are motivated as much by social concerns as postmodern
aesthetics. Of late, the group has explored the ghostly geometry of houses of worship, including historical vestiges of the Underground Railroad.
Arrive by 8 p.m. to bear witness to Trammell’s jazz grip and Watkins’ complex, powerful
reconstruction. Presale tickets are $10 via holdmyticket.com.
Black Spirituals
Monday, Feb. 29, 8 p.m.
Sister
407 Central NW
sisterthebar.com
blackspirituals.com

THROUGH FEBRUARY 26

THROUGH FEBRUARY 13

Black & White ... and Red:
Rebecca Nolda and Patricia
Scanlon

FACES Santa Fe: Ben Haggard

ARTSPREE
THROUGH FEBRUARY 26

THROUGH FEBRUARY 14

Harwood Art Center, 1114 7th St NW,
242-6367, harwoodartcenter.org

Courtesy of artist

ONGOING

SITE Santa Fe, 1606 Paseo de Peralta,
Santa Fe, (505) 989-1199,
sitesantafe.org

Recycled Heart:
Artists of ArtStreet,
Healthcare for the Homeless

BY SAMANTHA ANNE CARRILLO

Leap!: Julian Wolf

Stranger Factory, 3411 Central Ave,
508-3049, strangerfactory.com

10 am, 885 Star Rd, Taos Pueblo,
farmersmarketsnm.org

Black Resonance

THROUGH FEBRUARY 29

Shakespeare in New Mexico
and the West

10 am, New Mexico Natural History
Museum, 1801 Mountain Rd NW,
nmnaturalhistory.org

11 am, 88 Louisiana Blvd SE

New Mexico History Museum,
113 Lincoln Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-5200,
internationalshakespeare.center,
nmhistory.org

Skulls & Sweets: Tokyo Jesus
& Eimi Takano

WEDNESDAYS

Sustainability in the Home
Garden and Role of Soil

The Book’s the Thing:
Shakespeare from Stage to Page
First Folio! The Book that Gave
Us Shakespeare

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20

Spying: the Great Backyard
Bird Count

Red Willow Farmers Market

THROUGH FEBRUARY 28
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SWAIAs Moving Image
Class X Winners 2015
Institute of American Indian Arts,
83 Avan Nu Po Rd, Santa Fe, iaia.edu

Fiber Rocks!
El Museo Cultural de Santa Fe, 555
Camino De La Familia, Santa Fe,
(505) 992-0591, elmuseocultural.org

The Gallery ABQ,
8210 Menaul Blvd NE,
292-9333, thegalleryabq.com

Echoes of the Civil War
New Mexico History Museum,
113 Lincoln Ave, Santa Fe,
(505) 476-5200,
nmhistorymuseum.org

Photography of William Rehm
Placitas Community Library,
453 Hwy 165, 867-3355,
placitaslibrary.com

Urban Landscapes:
Richard Estes
Richard Levy Gallery,
514 Central Ave SW,
766-9888, levygallery.com

THROUGH FEBRUARY 27
Valentine Show: David Zaintz,
Mark Baldwin
Sumner & Dene,
517 Central Ave NW, 842-1400, sumnerdene.com

THROUGH FEBRUARY 29
James Black
Distillery 365, 2921 Stanford Dr NE,
221-6281, distillery365.com

Puzzle on page 32

CROSSWORD
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classifieds
for sale
1970 Volkswagen Karmann Ghia,
completely redone, turquoise color,
somebody’s dream car. $10,000.
Call 505-883-8388.

Services
Sell your structured settlement or
annuity payments for CASH NOW.
You don’t have to wait for your
future payments any longer! Call
1-800-603-0176
Interested in placing your classified ad in ABQ Free Press? Email
classifeds@freeabq.com or call
505-345-4080 x 807 today for
rates and availability.

Attention Small Businesses:
Simplify Your Payroll & Taxes with
Paychex! New customers receive
one month of payroll processing
free! Receive a Free Quote! Call
800-401-7682.
Homeowners Handyman Services
Carpentry, decks, doors, fences,
porches, rock, tile, windows. Free
Estimates call 505-313-1929.
Save today with internet and cable
bundles! One call to order the top
cable and satellite brands Get top
deals and bundles in your area.
Installation in as little as 24hrs!
CALL NOW! 1-800-743-5614.

Crossword
Sewer Drains Cleared 24 / 7
Yard Work / Junk Hauled
Veteran owned and operated
505-515-9762

employment
Account Executive
ABQ Free Press is hiring exceptional Sales People! We offer
salary + commission. If you are
looking for a career in Advertising Sales, please send us your
resume today. Requirements: 1–5
years of experience developing
new business relationships in an
outside sales role. Media Sales
background preferred. Reliable
transportation. Please contact
Abby Feldman, Operations Manager, ABQ Free Press at
abby@feeabq.com.

Reach 60,000 readers through ABQ Free Press

by Myles Mellor

Across
1. Green Day song
4. Kuwaiti
8. Look ___ (study)
12. Europe and the
		Americas
14. Painful wound
15. Pink color
17. Other than
		mentioned
18. Very large
19. Tag, ___ it!
20. Designs
22. Spoil
24. Birdie’s abode
25. Miniature
26. Can be bended
28. Consumed
30. Fastens together
31. ___- brush?
32. Transport
35. Actor’s handbook
38. As recently as
39. Iron in the rough
40. Someone who
		 shows strength
		 and courage
41. Abolish
42. Token
43. The cat’s
44. Halftime lead, e.g.
46. Commode
48. Impart color
49. Badinage
50. Reverse, e.g.
51. Hippie’s hangout

52. Tap trouble
53. Slice
56. Romantic meeting
59. Formed yarn
61. Excelled
63. Winery process
65. Colony bugs
67. The __ test
68. Compassion
69. Price reduction
		opportunity
70. State of mind
71. Come across as
72. Orchard unit
73. Pick one
DOWN
1. Used a broom
2. “Hi!”
3. Op-ed piece
4. Fire remains
5. Circuits
6. Dispute
7. Part of BYOB
8. Aloof
9. Everybody’s 		
		opposite
10. Line up
11. Equipment for
		 the boat
13. Top score?
16. Court decision
21. Old record problem
23. Execute perfectly
27. Cirque de Soleil
		equipment

29. Attempt
30. OZ man
31. “Troilus __ Cres
		 sida” Shakespeare
32. Be hopping mad
33. Spur (on)
34. Delighted
35. Tried to get home,
		maybe
36. Metropolis
37. Rambler
38. It’s the loneliest
		number
41. It’s good if it is
		golden
42. __ Galahad
44. Time to remember
45. Fathers
46. Break drink
47. Mighty trees
50. Washer setting
51. Australian one cent
52. Month and landing
		starter
53. Winter drink
54. Merger
55. Bear
56. Public works project
57. Durations of life
58. Lose steam
60. After
62. Bad type of acting
64. Exercise area
66. Word before “I told
		 you so!”
Answers on page 31

