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Esther Marie Garcia is an M.A. student at the University of New Mexico in the Chicana/o Studies 
Department.  In her academic work, she emphasizes the value of preserving oral histories and utilizes 
writing, photography, and short films to document local culture and practices.  In her quest to find a way 
to express herself through language, she implements a photo-poetics method to exhibit her love of poetry 
and South Valley cultural landscapes. She is currently collecting stories and poetry, and documenting 
photographs of the rural area. Some of the stories come from people who are underrepresented and in the 
margins, but are all powerful residents in the community. She feels obligated to tell her personal stories 
and offer someone else the opportunity to share their own experiences. She feels blessed to belong to a 
circle that motivates her daily to grow, develop, and capture the group’s uniqueness. Her poetry comes 
from su corazón, her life-experiences, her expressions of home, and the community where she feels 
nurtured and safe. She is the proud daughter of New Mexico, and is strongly anchored in cultural 
traditions; she values the reflections and the treasures of the Southwest. Writing poetry has reminded her 
that she is a strong and empowered woman, una mujer sin vergüenza. 
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