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In ft free society the semon Is &prevalent type of
public speech. Its wide usage as a mesne of propagating
Ideas has been a powerful force in making and keeping this
nation predominantly religious* The importance of pulpit
oratory is further appreciated when viewed from a numerical
standpoint* There are over 15 million seraon« preached
each year in the 866,000 congregations of church nembers
in this nation¥*i

It is only natural, therefore, that the field of
public address includes the vital segment of religious
speaking. Although some aspects of the preaching situation
are peculiar to the pulpit form of address, yet all of the
generally accepted rules for good rhetoric are applicable
to the serston*g Effective shaking methods are as important
to the minister as to the lawyer or senator* Outstanding
men of the pulpit have been those who have recognised and

adhered to good principles of Invention, arrangement,

A «rPots on File, VIII (E?ril 85 - May S, 1S4B), 140.

?
R iillia® Norwood Sriganoe, Speech Cornealtion (Hew
York: r'. 5% Crofts and Company, 1951
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style, and delivery.

One of the many men who has contributed substantially
to the dignity of the spoken word In the American pulpit is
Hn B. Hardeman, the subject of this study. There are reasons
to believe that he has filled an important part in the evan-
gelical preaching of the past half-century. Certainly he is
outstanding among preachers of the Churches of Christ. Only
five years after lie preached his first sermon he was con-
sidered by competent observers to be "one of the very best
preachers in West Tennessee."” During the following forty
years his popularity as a teacher and preacher continued
to grow, attested by numerous invitations from churches in
nearly every section of the country to preach in evangelistic
revivals.

The Churches of Christ make up a large segment of
the more conservative religious groups in the United States.
Their strongest concentration has long been in the Southern
states, and, to a lesser degree, in the mid-West, with fewer
ohurohes in other sections. An almost phenomenal growth
has occurred in the past thirty years. Membership has
doubled within the past twenty-five years to a present

- 4
number of over one million.2

5 G. Dallas Smith, A Statement Concerning Brother
A. G. Freed/ Gospel Advocate, XLV (March 12, 1903), 171#
Quoted by Earl West, wThe Se"arch for the Ancient Order (Nash-
ville: Gospel Advocate Company, 1848), YI, &6*

4 Nevis item in Time, March 24, 1952.






Contributing probably as nu-eh to this progress as
any other ora man* Hardeman has had a aids influence in
two principal ways* First, he has helped train thousands
of young xmn tor the ministry, this was accomplished during
his forty*two-year connection with Freed-Hardesa&n Collage
at Henderson* Tennessee. The second main avenue of influence
has bean through his preaching: la evangelistic revivals.

It Is this latter phase of his \*ork with which this study
mainly deals.

The Intrinsic merit of Hardeman’'s preaching ability
and success can perhaps be best gauged by first observing
the impressions of contemporaries, both within and outside
of church ranks. Most of the available cocgBents were made
in response to the five separate aeries of evangelistic
revivals, known as ~Hardeman's f&bernacle Meetings** con-
ducted by him in Mashville, Tennessee* They occurred in
1922, 1925, 1928, 1953* and 1942, each lasting from two to
three weeks, with two sermons daily. With the exception
of the 1942 series, which raa conducted in a smaller
building due to war conditions, these meetings consistently
attracted audiences of 6,000 to 8,000 people at each night
service*

On the first evening that the doors of the great
i)yman Auditorium were opened, &areh 2a* 1922* the hashvilla

Termesscan editor told his 40*000 readers that *Mr. Hardman
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4
is widely known over a large section of the country as an
evangelist of note.” The morning edition carried the night
sermons in full, and the evening edition carried the day
sermons, plus extensive news coverage on the front page of
each*

The following appraisal was made by an editor of the
Gospel Advocate, a prominent religious publication of the
Churches of Christs

N. B. Hardeman is a great preacher; and
the beauty of it is, he does not seem to know the
fact* Nature has done much for Hardeman in be-
stowing upon hi® an almost matchless voice, an
exceedingly pleasing personality, a kindly dis-
position, with a good-natured smile that will win
life way anywhere* He has all the elements of an
orator, and, if he had been so disposed, could
have gone to the top in the political world, but
chose rather to consecrate his God-given powers
to a better cause* Hardeman knows the Bible, and
is as true to the gospel as the needle to the pole,
and shuns not to declare the whole counsel of God
to saint and sinner..** He uses the simplest
illustrations, and the most ordinary mind can
grasp the truth illustrated. This man of God is,
beyond any question, a master of assemblies, and
sways his audiences with an ease and grace of
voice and manners that attracts and holds almost
the breathless attention of his auditors.

It is not strange, therefore, that he was "regarded

Q
as one of the best speakers in the State of Tennessee,” or,

N F. W. Smith, "Extracts Concerning the Preacher and
the Meetings,” Gospel Advocate,/n*dT7» Quoted in K. B*
Hardeman, Hardeman's Tab'ernacTe Sermons (hereafter referred
to as Sermons: Nashville: &spel Advocate Company, 1923),
I, 29.

L. L. Brigance, "Sketch of the Author's Life,” in
Sermons, 11, 19*
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5
as was said of him five years latter* in 1928* he wa® 7one of

the greatest preachers of the ag”es*” The Kaahvllle Mannar
reported that **Hle speech tme marked with oratory and
eloguence seldom equaled in the pulpit of the country.”0

The significance of if, 3* Hardeman** speaking was
not confined to his rhetorical ability. His proficiency
in speech only enhanced the eosssunication of ideas which he
sought to transmit to the audience. Also significant was the
influence upon the cowraunity in which his preaching was done.
This viewpoint was well stated Ln an editorial of the
Nashville Tennessean following the 1922 revivals

The Hardeman-Full! an series of Gospel
agestings has been brought to a close.

From the standpoint of attendance and
the fervor of the evangelist end members of his
church, the meetings were an undoubted success.

There were some forty congregations of
the Church of Christ in Nashville and vicinity
which participated in the meetings, and it was
through their spirited co»op*ration that the great
auditorium was filled twlce daily.

From the denominational viewpoint, if
success be r.aaaured by t& number of baptisms and
reconesorations, there can be no complaint, as
the former averaged approximately eight a day,
with twenty—five of the latter for the twenty-
day period.

The results of religious movesaents of
this character, however, is by rio means confined
to the denomination under whose auspices they
are conducted. A series of meetings which, in
aggregate, appeal to a number approximating the

F. 1. Smith, eForward,” in Sermons. Ill, 8*

Seva Item in hashvllie Saoner. April 22, 1922.
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population of the city cannot but leave it*

effect upon the ccmnnnity as a whole.«* . The

effect must be to turn the attention of the

great majority of our citizens, regardless of

creea, toward the doors of the churchy which

is the* woof of the Ration*s moral fabric.**

It would be misleading to leave the impression that
Mr* liardessan preached only in M sshvills, although he held
sosis twelve separate seeting* there. Els evangelistic
efforts took him into every section of the United States
except Mew England and the Pacific Northwest. In the
Herth, the churches in Detroit invited him to conduct seven
revivals. Other northern cities which were the scene of
his labors were Indianapolis, Philadelphia, Hew York, and
Washington. He conducted four meetings in St. Louis, and
a like number In Houston. He was very popular in Dallas,
where, in 1956, he held a revival on the ground* of the
Texas State Centennial, followed by several other city-wide
nestings through the years. In addition to large cities,
his interests sere not above the smaller towns and sassoini-
ties, as he gave himself to gospel preaching in every type
of populated area.

Because of the significance of N, 3. Hardeman In idle
field of religious speaking, it Is therefore worthwhile to
conduct &rhetorical analysis of his speaking, in an effort

to determine those effective element# of good speech which

him an outstanding evangelical preacher*

o Editorial in the K&shville Tennessean. April 18, 19£2






ii, other mmnm

f|» ticad for such & study la further brought to
attention the absence of any axtended study of his
speaking techniques and contribution. Of the available
material concerning Mr, Kardessan, the majority consists of
Impressionistic comments sad« by newspaper reporters and
editorials of religious periodicals. the value of these
Is limited, being only the passing Impression of those who
listened without the aid of critical standards. Furthermore,
the majority of these ©accents are uncollected and inacces-
sible to the general public.

The only biographical sketch of any note on Bardaman'’s
life is contained in the introductory material of Volume IX,
in HardeBSttls Tabsmaclo Sermons» It was written in 1925
by L. L# Brlgance, a close friend and teacher at Freed-
Hardeman College. This short selection of nineteen pages
well serves its purpose as a *Sketch of the Author*s life,™ 10
to acquaint readers with the speaker and author of the
semens, but it is inadequate as s permanent, objective study
.0f .the .preacher*s.rhetorical, stefchcKf.8* .1t contains brief .
discussions of Hardeman as a child, student, teacher, preacher,
speaker, and mn, but the scop”™ is obviously limited to Its

Introductory purpose. Furthemore, it only includes in-

L. L. Brigsnoe, *5ketch of the Author*a Life,*
in Sermons« Il, 9-28.
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3
formation up to 193%, ®hich leaves much subsequent material
for later studies*

?ho*s Who in America contains another brief biography
of Kapdeaas. He wac recognised by a paragraph of pertinent
facts in aach two-year publication from 19f4 to 1941”"If of
interest and significance is the special mention of Ills
fab©mad© meetings In Ryis&n Auditorium in Hashvillc,
Tennessee.

IH1* PURPOSE OF mu 3YBET

The inadequacies of the afore-mentioned works
indicate the need for further study of E&rdesianle preaching.
fh» main facts of his life are accessible to the public,
but no study has been undertaken to show the influence which
these had upon his speaking. Much has been said regarding
his popularity as an evangelist, but no effort has been
made to translate his methods Into useful material for the
benefit of oncoming generations of gospel preachers.

The purpose of this study is, therefore, to make a
rhetorical analysis of selected gemons of S* B. Eardeeum.
To accomplish this end, an attempt Is made to discover and
record the outstanding characteristics of his speaking,
within the categories of invention, arrangement, style,

and delivery.

Albert 1U Marquis, editor, **8. B. Hardeman,"
She*a eho in America, iill - J0&,
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9

The assumption behind this study is that rhetorical
criticism has inherent values* First, it goes beyond the
Impressionistic clients of the newspaper and periodical,
with their "highly colored praise or blame of a detail or
aspect of a speech,” to become a judicial type of
evaluation*

It eossbinas the aims of analytic and synthetic

inquiry with the all-important element of evalua-

tion and interpretation of results* Thu® it

reconstructs a speech situation with fidelity to

fact; it examines this situation earefully in the

light of the interaction ot speaker, audience,

subject, and occasion; it interprets the data with

an eye to determining the effect of the speech;

it formulates a judgment In the light of the

philosophical-historical-logical constituents of

the inquiry; and it appraises the entire event

by assigning it comparative rank in the tod

enterprise of speaking*1'5

Secondly, such criticism aids in revealing the
operation of theory in practice* In reference to this
study of Hardeman*s semons, it means that the student of
evangellstio preaching can readily discern how effective
pulpit oratory resulted from the application of sound
theory and principles,

A third value of rhetorical criticism is found In
the standard of excellence which it helps to put before

the student* This is accomplished when the student observes

Lester Thonssen, and A. Craig Baird, Speech
Criticise (kew Yorks The Loncld Press, 1948), 4*

'S Ibid., 18.
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10
that the criteria correspond to the principles of speech
which he formerly mastered* thus reinforcing the desire

for excellence of speech#
IV# SCOPE OF THE SMVX

Since the time of Aristotle* who wrote his great
work on rhetoric about 530 B.C** the scope of rhetorical theory
and investigation has remained largely the same# It has
been divided into the following categories* invention* arrange-
mant* style* memory* and delivery# The discontinued use of
memorised speeches has led to the exclusion of *memory* as
a significant area o¢ rhetorical investigation* Emphasis
upon the respective constituents lias fluctuated™*

In the study of K* B* Hardeman*a Invention* the
following phases of invention are treated* sermon purpose,
sources of material* and methods of persuasion# Following
the pattern used by outstanding speech writers since
Aristotle* Hardeman*a methods of persuasion are considered
under the headings of logical* pathetic* and ethical
proofs*

The arrangement of material in Hardeman*s Tabernacle
aemens is first examined In the light of its craftsman-
ship of organisation# This phase includes the evangelist*s
development of a central theme, the underlying bases of
division* and his rhetorical order* The second part deals

with the homiletic structure of Hardeman*a sermons* A
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stud? is thani o r his preparation techniques,
with a filial section. cm his adaptation la arrangesieni.

The chapter cm Hardemanl3 style deale with hia
exprceaion of tseas in words, three qualities of style
are examined in details clarity, appropriateness, and
o&baH iafta©nt. Although these mmm qualities are so&e-
tlaofl discussed under other tome by speech* writers and
critics, the underlying factors ar$ the s«ai»

fhis study also include* an examlnatian of Hardeman*s
dollvery, fhe fallowing; factors are surveyed: his
eateaporaneons mo,ie of delivery, voice, and bodily action.
A i&nal section In the chapter purposes to present a view
of the speaker as a whole, and to describe the general

Impression which he made upon hia audiences,

M»lJ»ationii of type of speaking, Being a versatile
speaker, a, o, Hardeman participated in many types or
apo&kin Frequent were his informal talks before the
student-body of Freed-Hardeman College in the chapel
assembly, averaging at least ono *>oeh week of school over
a period 0l na&rly;; fifty years. f-ar the 20st part, these
speeches have been exteiapor&mous, delivered today and
forgotten tomorrow, and yet oeny of tkeis have been gams of

oratory . x14

i*# *# iiriganee, ope¢ sit,, 20.
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Another type of public speaking was his religious
debates with loading men in tbs field of theology, kn
exasaple of these was his debate with Ira SU Soswell in 1924,
In Hashvilla, Tennessee. It conelsted of five sessions of
two hours each. Prom six to seven thousand people were
present at every session. Two suoh debates have been pub**
lished in book row,

This study is restricted to a third kind of speaking,
coksionly called evangelistic preaching. Reasons for tills
selection are twofold. First, it was Ms preaching la
gospel metings or revivals for which he was nost widely
known and respected, aside from his connection with Freed-
Hardeman C olley. Even at the present time, his services
as a prominent evangelist are in demand.

The second active for making this limitation concerns
the availability of speech texts. Except for the two pub-
lished debates mentioned above and two lectures on the Holy
Land, the only other speeches In print are those reported

fro® evangelistic meetings.

L &aitatXon of raona. This study is confined to

the "Tabernacle demons*1 oi Mr. Hardeman. Most of HI©

15
These are Ira M Boswell, and H. S* Hardecsan,

11™Hs.rdeisan suasion on Instrumental Music in the
IMaahvUI*: Gospel A770~;ffco'rJosp'any ,~I~T)7*aSr*

?* % herdsman, and hen M. Bogart, H&rleman-Bo art Debate
(Nashville: Oospel Advocate Company, * '
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13
sermons preached by him In the five series were reported
and published* His prsacMag them contained *the cress
of tha best thoughta of his lire." 16T

Niafc these ssmoas ape representative of his preach-
ing is confirmed by the following f&ets# They cover a span
of twenty years, occurring within the years of 1922, 1023*
1928, 1938, and 1942* This assures sufficient tiae for
full development and maturity of thought and manner of
speaking* These sermons were preached during the period
when he was probably most effective as a speaker, being
forty-eight years of ag®© when the first series was delivered
Furthermore, the large meetings, comprising thousands who
repeatedly listened with intense interest, no doubt helped
him rise to the occasion, to speak with great fluency,

clearness, and force.

Limitation of material. Care has been taken to
choose the exemplifying materials from a large number of
sorcioas* However, particular sarsaons were not pre-selected,
but were used as warranted by the topic under consideration.
This policy made fear greater freedom in selecting the best
examples of the respective elements of rhetoric which are

discussed*

16
*e B* Brightwell, nIlntroduction, *Sermons* 1V, 4.

Interview with Il. B* Hardeman by the writer,
leoesibor 29, 1961, at Benderson, Tennessee.






V. M&SOWWE&Z akd sookcas

Since 3* B* Hardeman was a prominent preacher &a<mg
the Churches or Christ, it was first racesaary to obtain
the necessary background iafomation relative to church
development# % is antailad special notice of several re-
ligious movements which have developed since the inception
of Christianity in the first century, fh© first of these
was tlie Beformation, from which the fundamental principles
of many Protestant bodies have taken their course* Especially
helpful in this phase war© Preserved Ssaith*s TS A”e of the
aefenaction,16 and The Befom ttion by Hillls ton Balkar*19
Another valuable source, although covering more of a time
span, was The Btory of the Christian Church by Jessie L*
Hurlbu%#zo ..........................

Two nearly simultaneous movements which greatly
affected the American religious scene were next considered*
One was the Great Awakening; the other was the eighteenth
century rationalistic trend called the Enlightenment* Tills
study points out several contrasts between these two Move-
ments, citing the emotional, subjective emphasis of the

fomer, and the intellectual stress on reason of the latter.®

Preserved Smith, The Age of Reformation (Hew York;
Henry Holt and Company, IISUFT

~  Williston Walker, The Heforaation (Hew York:
Charles Scribner** Sons, X9037T

SO
Jessie L* Ifurlbut, The story of the Chriatlan Church

(revised edition; Philadelphia; Tfie "John CVfinson' 1'SfeS) «
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The Croat Awakening- In Virginia, 1740 - 1790* by tlewehr
was especially helpful* It ©as supplemented with ferry
Miller* s Janathan Edwards»22 Information on the Enlightenment
waa well supplied and interpreted by Seeker in The Heavenly
City or the Eighteenth Century Philosophara*25

Significant aspect# of the Restoration movement are
next discussed in the study, leaning heavily on such works
as How the Disciples Began and fIrow24by Pavia, anti William
Sweet*a Makers of Christianity*25 The succeeding development
of the Churches of Christ is then reviewed, with asuch
siaterial derived frees Earl teat*s two historical volumes,
The Search .for the Ancient Order*”

It was thought necessary to review the background and

life of Hardeman* Much of the Information was derived frosa

Vesley 8* Hewehr, the Croat Awakening In Virginia*
1740-1790 (Durban, Worth Carolina! Muke UniverSiliy Press fTOHT)

2 1 - -
ferry Miller. Jonathan Kdwarde (Kew York* William
Sloan Associates, 1949)* —

25 . )
Carl L. Becker, The Heavenly City of the Eighteenth
Century fhilosophere {Mew Ravens''Yale tfnlv*relty'Trase, "1'913"\7
24 M». K* .Davis, How .the.Pis,clpies Bogan,and Grew................
(Cincinnati! The StendarTTuHtlsfflng G&~any, TAToTe r';rW

Wi illiam W+ Sweet, Makers of Christianity (Mew
Yorks Henry Holt and Co*|*myf* WIL

Earl lest, The search for the Ancient Order
(2 vole.; Hashvillas IToapeT Abvgcat© T pany,"19W). ~
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*Sketch of the Author's life,” by L. L* Srigauss, which

was written to acquaint the roasters of Hardeman*e Tabernacle
Sermons with his life and afctaicements* Pertinent teTsrsalhm
on the background of the Tabernacle meetings was obtained
from two principal sources* First, Tennessee: a Guide to
the Stats,28 compiled and written by the Federal britera*
project of the Work Projects Administration, was very
informative on many aspects of Mashville and its culture.
The second, providing specific Information about each of
the Tabernacle meetings, was the local newspapers on file

at the B&shville Public Library, the Mashvilie Tennessean,
and the Hashvilla Banner*

The second step in the development of this study
was to obtain speech texts* This was a minor problem, since
the majority of Hardemanl* sermons in the five Tabernacle
revivals were published in book fora* The writer has the
complete set of five volumes*

The third and main phase of the study was to take the
part of the speech critic in examining tho Tabernacle sermons
of Hr* Hardeman and to evaluate his rhetorical methods* Four
fundamental elements of acceptable speaking were observed in

his sermonsl invention, arrangement, style, and delivery*
* | * |, brigaace, wSketch of the Author*s L ife,”
Sermons. XI, ™28

Federal writers* Project, Tennessee: a Guide to
the State (Hew Yorks The Viking Frees,
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Each of these constituents was first observed and armload
in Its context* as representative examples of each were
studied™*

Three principal sources war© used in studying the
rhetorical elements In his sermons. Soman texts provided
the material for evaluation? a personal interview with
Hardeman gave insight into many aspects of his sstiode and
vii?ws|9*’°<S and two recorded sermons of H* B. Hardcssan in the
loasescion of the writer were invaluable*\s/v0 They provided
actual examples of the evangelist*$ voice quailties in
delivery.

Standards of critic!am were derived from Speech

S

Crltlolgsa Iby TLonasen and Baird* which proved especially

helpful in the entire process of evaluation. Special sermon
organisation was viewed in the light of standards set down
by John A. Sirodaua in his widely used koadletieal textbook*

52
On the Preparation and delivery of Oeritons. Baxter's

Interview with 9* B. Hardeman by the writer*
December £9* 1951* at Henderson* Tennessee*

50 s* B. Hardeman* Unpublished recording of sermon
preached at Broadway Church of Christ* Lubbock, Texas*
October 14* 1951; and sermon preached at Arteaia* Hew Mexico
Bovember 20* 1952#

1 . .
> Lester A. Thonatssa* and A. Craig Baird* Specoh

Crltie Isas (Hew Yorks The Honal Press Caaapny* 1943).8

38 John A. Broaius* On the preparation and silvery
of Sermons (Sew ana revised edition by J. Si. weatnerspom;
Trew Yorks™ Harper and Brothers, 1944).
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55
The Heart of the Yalo Leoturos was also e mployeda

Finally, an attempt was aade to evaluate the general
effectiveness of Eardaman*a speaking, by summarising tli

strong and weak characteristics in evangelistic preaching

Batsoll Barrett Baxter. Tne Heart of the Yale
Lectures (Kew York* The Macmillan Goapany. IT?7T7~



,ec;e £ [ ] Inft. .-

Vv fR&S&f $ rwfik



jexsQo*xcal McCMrMmMm
I. TSE Rhfb&A.T I »

him# the Wglxmling or the Christian religion la the
first cen&utry SWy religious »ov»mntfi have left their in*
liue&ee upon the history of oar country* the mest important
of these v-as the Information, a series of ©vents which grew
out oi dissatisfaction with the prevailing corruption of
dootrine end norels in the state church# 3uch leaders as
Juhn *®ycliffe, In the fourteenth century, Martin Luther,
end John Calvin, In the early sixteenth century becane
spokesmen of the unrest that prevailed over Europe* the
key t ought was protest against the domination of Catholic
practices, espe&iaEly In Oeraany, end the adherents began
to be called Protestants.1

The differing viewpoints of Catholicism and
Protestantism are well described by islkcr*

ffae hsfonsstlon vitalised the religiiwie lit©

of Karopej but It divided Western Chriit®**los as

to the nature of religion itself and of the insti-

tutions by which It Is propagated* <l the Catholic
me e+ othe highest Christian duty was seen in 'obedience to

the infallible voice of a Church that elai&ts to fee

the depository of truth, the dispenser of sacra-

ments with which alone all certainty of salvation

la conjoined, the possessor of a true priesthood of

divine appointment * a bhuroh characterised, by
unity expressed in allegiance to a single earthly

* Preserved taltk* The ol heforstatloh {Mow Yorki
densy holt and Company, 1'J™uT, ilo*
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h«ad* To the Protestant, the profoundeafc obligations
were to use bio iiwinely-given faculties to ascertain
tor himself what is the truth of God as contained -

so tiio Hofon&ation age would «a; - in Hie infallible
and absolutely authoritative lord* and to enter
through faith into vital, irysadiate and personal

relations with his Saviour*

The ssovestent spread into nearly all parts of Europe,
especially within the countries of Gomany, Switzerland,
England, Scotland, and the Scandinavian king lomm Doctrinal
differences already divided the great movement into various
segments of Lutheran and Calvin'etle theology. These soon
took definite lines of division and several of the presently
large Protestant bodice had their beginning at that time.
The followers of Luther called themselves Lutherans; the
Hefoxmd groups rose; the Anglican church, known later in
America as the Protestant Episcopal church, oaiae into being
at the decree of King Henry VXXT; and under John Knox, the
Presbyterian church had Its beginning in Scotland.

Luring the seventeenth century, foilowing the Re-
formation, three distinct influences began to be felt within
fd?? Anglican church: the Catholic element, seeking friend-
liness and reunion with Borne; the Anglican, satisfied with
the moderate reforms accomplished under King Henry VIII and

Queen Elizabeth; and the separatist Individuals and groups

L illistan V.alkor, The information (New York:
Charles Scribner*a Sons, 1g58T,~4S5»



C-x1 ' fibi Y- *? 0. . Vo



81

t?ho were dissatisfied with both of the former” English
history during that period is & story of religious iutoler-
ands and war between the three fcress, while at the ease
tirt@ secants of each war© leaking their way to religious,
social and econcede fmdaa in the How World*4

In the first half of the eighteenth century, churches
in England and the Colonies, Xoth E#tablished and dissenting,
s&nk into a state of decline, with formal services, cold,
intellectual belief, and a lack of moral power over the
population**’ The situation was nmdo even worse by a low
economic and social status of the ministers of religion,
*pboae refutation* sere in disrepute generally.0 rurthonsore,
tdiB frontier conditions in America tended to hamper religious
organisation, and the influence of Are&nianigxa and rational*
issa led people away froa the formal churches* Among other

Y

1* H« Klctsche and J* Theodor© Mueller, The History

?I Christian .hoptrine (ikirlisten, lowa* tI\ti Lutheran
Xterery board* 1945}, 837*

4 Wi illiam fc* Sweet, The Story of Religions in America
(Kci. lorki Harper and Brothers Fuelirs, "iShO) TT-bp*

................. deasie h* Hurlbut, The Sto 3y of the'Christlah Church

revised _oilfclon; ihiladelphlaT We '
§885), 176. P John C* Sinston C'ssapany,

,0£ inland in the
rexi9 and #dSpany,

# Fredrick J. Turner, The Frontier in American Hlstory
(Wee York: Henry Holt and Company,""'¥f$)" IShT- - ™ *“ .
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distracting factors was the economic prosperity within tlie
marcherit class as coses*roe increased*g

XX. THE CHEAT AffAKSffXJia

Injected Into tills background was the religious
movement called the Croat Awakening, lad b? John Neeley
in England, and by Jonathan Edvards and George IShiiofleld
in Atia."ica* From ftains to Georgia, revivals %ere preached
by men of great foaling aivi eloquence,9 sum? of whom had
boon Inspired by Gorssaan pietism* a religious attitude which
subordlnoted intellectual!silo theology to personal fervor

10

and piety* The Awakening

represented an effort to establish piety and

to awaken a spiritual life in believers every-

where* It found lurches dying under the burden

of cold formalism; It left U»»g reinvigorated

and glowing with a fresh spiritual seal*1’1
It also counteracted the growing secularists, rationallan and
skepticism on the one hand, and on the other challenged the

n

V' James Truslow Adams, The Pounding of bee England
(Bostent L ittle, Brown, and Compand,r*ST,*£56S7"'r

Fred J* Farton, "Modes of delivery in American Loasl

Istie Theory. in the Eighteenth and Ifinetecnth Centuries* . ;
(unpublished hoctorle dissertation, State University of
lowa, lo%a City, 1949), 11, BS-Bl*

Merle Curtl, Tho Growth o; Aaerlcan TiiourJdit (second
edition? Hew York: Harper ?2u¥firKo¥s, T051), ST

Lesley & clowshr, The Orest Awakening In Vit~inla
1740-1790 (Lurham, Korth Carolina:" f-uk* flnivo rslTy"Trcaa/""

WZW $T*






authoritarian expositions of Christianity* HXn kindling tho
.religion of the heart In the groat mass of plain people the

revivals gave a broader base to the Christian heritage* 12

The “reafc Awaken!nr, which in sosse resists cut
across denunir.ation&l lines and aaliened the noli of
sectarian dogSA, in other ways Increased sectarian differ-
ences and bitterness. It led to now splits within several
groups.lg*' Emotion and reason could not be exalted together,
and oven class lin”s began to be drawn in religious circles.

m * the Km”iavsTiimsm

During this same period, a new movement was rising
to recognition in the capitals of Europe.14 This pattern of
thought was known as the Enlightenment, being a protest
against traditional reliance on authority in religious and
seeul&r life. *It assarted aan»n ability to understand the
universe without supernatural revelation and without the
authoritative guidance of earthly superiors**»«

Thun tho Philosophers called in posterity to
exercise the double illusion of tho Christian para-
dise and the golden ago of antiquity* For the love
of (iod they substituted the love of humanity, for
the vicarious atoners-at, the perfectibility of man

through .his. own efforts;, ana for .the .hope of iBuwor-
bality in another fcorld, the hope of living in the

N Curii, pp* osit*. 57

. oy :
.arrKiller, Jonathan ..K-arCs (En*p”yt ;;.112iam
Sloans Associates, 1349), 178.

14 klotsohe, and. Mueller, op. cli», 506.

e wurti, op» jsijb., jo*
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menory of future generations*IS
®&Bon superseded faith, science replaced the Bible, and
the leading philosophers provided the exposition In place
of the clergy* Their belief In mail*a own rational powers
to achieve the best hecane a no religious faith"‘17

This movement of deictic concepts swiftly spread to
the Colonics in tearlea* Although it lacked the systematic
basis which it had acquired in Europe, it had a wide follow -
ing among the intellectual classes. Two of the many causes
or factors in this growing movement are seen in Its opposi-
tiovt to organised religion* The first was &reaction against
the hierarchical bigotry and ecclesiastical superstltion of
botii Catholicism and some Protestant groups. The dominating
pressure of the clergy upon the conscience and complete life
of each individual was rejected by the adherents of the
Enlightenment. A second factor in its growth was a reaction
against the extreme emotionallsis which was characteristic
or the preaching of George Whitefield and others of the

Groat Revival*18

The influence of the Knligjhtenroont has been widely

16 . :
Carl U Beaker, The Heavenly City of the Eighteenth
Ceafcqgy. Philosophers (Kew TT”onT"Yale Univ®rsTty”~ross, t957|,

17 ibid.. 150

18 curti, ©f. cit*. 112*
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£«Ib in American religious life, and even In the political
and social spheres* A significant outoosa®© of its ratlooal-

iatic theology the rise or unitsrianism and univorealism

in the last decades of the eighteenth etmtury**19

IV*¥ tee miweteewtb- ceisturt m m om titm movskkw

As tiie nineteenth century damned, the religious
elements of the Western world were extremely disunited and
bitter* The cleavage between Protestants and Catholics
that resulted from the ®sformation was becoming even wider*
division was rampant among the protesting groups themselves,
dearly all major denoisinations had their respective dogmatic

creeds or rula”books of doctrine and practice*

The dreat Revival precipitated an era of
theological speculation and doctrinal division,
It stimulated religion, but in so doing multi-
plied the sects*...Soon there were twelve kinds
of Fresbyterians, thirteen kinds of Haptista,
seventeen kinds of Methodists, and tins smaller
groups divided and sub-divided*.* .Doctrinal
differences among the popular denominations had
been largely forgotten in the emotional excite-
jaent of the Great Revival* Once the great wave
was over, however, the effort of each denomination
to intrench the converts to its particular brand
of theology resulted in division within denomina-
tions and battles among them* Frontier religion
was largely becoming rationalised theology; the
otmp nesting with its call to universal repentance
was being replaced by doctrinal discussion, by

o Howard II* Jonas, America and French Culture. 1750-
1*348 (Chapel Hill, Worth Carolina: f&a Univarsity "of*“Worth
Carolina frees, 1927), 401*
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a dogmatic orthodoxy, contentious and argumenta-
tive. N

Son© religious lIsadora emphasized the freedom of
the will, others Insisted on Calvinist!© predestination;

a few continued to preach the them© of the Great Awaken-
log, while a minority leaned toward the exaltation of
reason, from the Influence of the Enli"htenssent.21 Liberal-
ism thus clashed with conservatism; intellectuallsm against
fIROtIOIUdIM*

These divided conditions came to be the birthplace
of another movement in Great Britain and America, called
the Uestoration hovemanb. In its later organised forsa,
it was part of a larger effort, saaatinmm called the
Second Awakening in America"‘rl Early lip s of it were scan
in Scotians and Ireland about the tinse of the American
devolution* The movement was led by Jane* Haldane and
Thomas Campbell* A few years later, but with only partial
connection with the efforts In the British Isles, similar
unifying efforts were seen la scattered areas in America*

Leoplo were growing tired of religious division, and

sought a basis upon which they could promote unity* Like

Carroll B* Ellis, "The Controversial Speaking of
Alexander Campbell* (Unpublished f£actor*s dissertation,
Louisiana State University, Baton Bouts, 1949), 40-42.

Gillian W. Sweet, The Story of Kellgione in America
(“ew York: Harper and Brothers Publish©rs7~1$$51,

Sweet, op« oil*., .2521#
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all other movements, whether religious, social or political,
tha liefatoration Movement began very slowly and gradually,
gaining influence as time want on* Bome out*banding leader*
were James 0*Kelly ataong the Methodists in Worth Carolina,
hr* Abner Jones among the Baptists in Uews England, Hew York
and Pennsylvania, Barton t. Stan*, a Presbyterian preacher
in Kentucky, and Alexander Campbell in Virginia and

g

Pennsylvania

There were two forceful principles that guided their
efforts* The first was their belief that all Christians
should be unified, and the second was that true religious
unity must be based upon a eossnon acceptance of the teach-
ings of the Bible. The following excerpt from a sermon
by John Smith at Lexington, Kentucky, in 1922, well
describe* their position:

God has but on© people on the earth* Ho

has given to then but one book, and therein exharts

and commands them to be one family* A union such

as we plead for - a union of God9a people on that

one Book - must, then, be practicable. Every

Christian desires to stand In the whole will of

God. The prayer of the Saviour, and the whole

tenor of his teaching, clearly show that it is

God*s will that his children should be united*

To the Christian, then, such a union must be de-

sirable. Therefox*© the only, union practicable or

desirable must be based on the word of God as the
only rule of faith and practice* 4

J* Hinton Batten, frotoatent imek”rounda in History
(Hew York: Abin*;ton-Cokesbury #ress, TtSIT, ‘T el

" k. E. Levis, how the ,isclglea Be&an and Grow
(Cincinnati: The Standard EubiisnTag ffaspaiiy, 1513>), Tfv*



"X 1 | ,km Am X, X

>J.1& 4in h# TIwW*Z \ v«**v jit* s4 . f*g* - 0 IE* 2&$e*E « «&*
*30*1 féHov. <U i1tftl ho'nji- *T& f£$4* »* 4fc 0 i**
I HIWFt %2

M L*>.a* e

() IbIWH»1 e»*£ o WTX
i »e« " 2P o o o iXx *«ili U
s*& tO msma* a mw&r s*©*© a$ ;w* g*fu.
X asC - . o« jx &8H- *eej * . fit X t
yaei . .. m tfc

m ‘U-e $'; 3X e.lgx A- 00# -

des« fro&w X mk> Cc penl* r wta
ofc to MISM * ~
gWVft. - *«E<& t<f »«( #Hrs«;s



23
advocates or the restoration envisioned a

restoration of tne apostolic ohuroh| with etich aspect
of their faith, worship, and organisation being taught
in the Kew testament* they concluded that faith must be
expressed in true repentance, climaxed by Immersion in
water, giving assurance of the forgiveness of sins* Con-
cerning the agency of the Holy Epijrit In conversion, they
denied a direct and miraculous aspect, believing that the
desired spiritual change was prompted by the £ord. Thsir
organisation was congregational. Mo formal ordination
was required for a m& to preach, nor for the serving of
the Lordls 3upper each first day or the week*

In their promotion of Christian unity, the leaders
of the movement opposed the champions of many schools of
thought. Controversial pulpit oratory was quite universal
in the frontier region. Judging from the records, religious
iebatin ; seem to have been the most approved method by
which frontier pioneers defended and promulgated their
convictions of divine truth. For example, in 1&28#
Alexander Campbell accepted the challenge of Robert .wen,
a leading freethinker from Scotland, to debate the issues
of his social philosophy and the Bible During the pre-

ceding four years, Owen and his followers had established

etoes Crval Filbeek, The Christian Evidence Moves-
mnt Uanaas Cltvj The Old fathe 1©<5 Club, IWSJ,18 .-——--






different experimental aasesasnitlss, typified by that
at Um Ecrsaany, Indiana, in vMoh they attempted to remake
conventioml| institutions by reasoned choice, one of which
waa the Christian religion.26 In the 1829 oral contest at
Cincinnati which lasted eight day®, Campbell spoke the sen-
timents of most Christian people in their opposition to the
delsip. and skepticlast of the Bnlifghtemul\/lttfc*zk7

A similar event took place seven years later between
Campbell and a Catholic bishop, «r©hn S. Purcell, of Cincin-
nati. In hi® opening address, Campbell made clear his
position by stating, ”1 com not hore to advocate the
particular tenets of any sect, but to defend the great
cardinal principles of Protestantism.*2” He maintained that
the divine truth of salvation was fully revealed in the
Bible, and that, during the intervening centuries, the
traditional practices oi Catholloism had gradually depart**

od from the apostolic teachings and examples. The Protestant

clergy ©f Cincinnati were hearty In their commendation ©Of

26
, * . Arthur Eugene beater, Jr.., Backwoods tlfconi*«

£4SA*J*1PId** OnlTereity of m>rlvaianrPrb5ee,”118gTf

27
Alexander Campbell, and Robert Oven. Tho

20

gqu_raft@i ’4S tfle Homan Catiioiio R“el*igi](%m 5» ?«reell# i
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Campbelll® scholarship and presentation.
Another pspresent#tive dsbftt© va® held In IB4c-,

between Alexander Campbell and K. L. Bios, & Frssbytenun

islniatar. It was held In Lexington, Kentucky, with Henry
Clay as modsrater."Th® topics debated concerned the design
and node of scriptural baptism* the Holy Spirit, and human
creeds. Also involved aas the basic problem of Biblical
interpretation. Although other debates occurred during
the period, these three exemplify the principal conflicts
in religious thinking in the Restoration Movement.
Characteristic of the movement, great numbers ot
people believed that religious unity could only be attained
by a common adherence to the fundamental teachings of the
Bible. In advancing their position, they used several
slogans ehich made clear their objectives, &*&e, Back
to the Ancient Order of things,I*1 and *11© creed but Christ!
no book but the Bible.152 They accordingly opposed formu-
lated creeds which, they contended, separated people
religiously. They encouraged a conservative interpretation’
2 avis, ©P> oit., 1B4

lilliam «e Ssoct, fakers of Christianity (n&v
Yorkt Henry Holt and Company,1957}, 195*

51 Alexander Campbell, aditor, ?-lUcntal Harbinger
(Kansas City: Old Path* 600,c Club. TCWbO. Heprodueed froa
original periodical, Th. Slllenl.l Harbins*r, 1350), 1,1.

~ J. U Kevo, Churches and ogeta of
(Blair, hobraakat Lutheran ruSliahing House, 1944), 3»4*
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ZX
of the Scriptures and opposed religious titles in theory

and practice*

the progress of the movement was rapid, and its
SM&afeerahip numbered over one hundred thousand by X9S6,
ranking as the fourth largest religious body in the nation*
Hits growth was highly encouraging to those who had
sacrificed greatly* Alexander Campbell, one of the fore*

most leaders, stated in 1946:

we little expected, some thirty years qgo,
th&t the principles of Christian union and a
restoration of primitive Christianity in letter
and spirit, in theory tod practice, could have
been plead with such success, or have taken such
deep bold on the consciences and of the hearts
of multitudes of all creeds and parties, of all
castes and conditions of society, as we have al-
ready lived to witness* ITe must say that it if
"the herd*s doing, and marvelous in our ©yea#**4

A final vivid description la here included, point*

ing to soeac significant aspects of the people9s earnest*

nsda of mission:

U»e Msfaraation” first attracted men of
the middle class# These son were not highly
cultured but they were men for the most part of
fair education* Moreover, most of them were non
of independent turn of min and of great courage*
They loved liberty and ~ere willing to sacrificed

B L. 2* Burnet, *frog.rose of the Present defamation,w
Cjirlstiw /reachor* Vol* I, Ho. 1 (January, 1956), 21*
Quoted by EizTieeb, The Search for the Ancient Order
(Nashville: coepel Advocate '"SoSpany,~T£4®T,nl,J

34 Alexander Campbell, *Preface Milennial
H~glngar, Third Berios, Vol. 111, So* X$HZZm5Sw7 1S46),
1* Quoted bj Xarl fast, The Search for the Ancient
mt'der (k'ashvillst Cospel Hvccate -Company, ifif, T, 129.






evfcrything for rhat they believed to be true.
To be sure there were natty men of prominence

In polities, medicine and business who accepted
the views of the pioneerg* Afcfirefc their views
were peculiar* to assst hearers. Consequently,
they Invoked study* Moreover, with the clergy
of thrj day they were greatly abhorred. Bobody
accepted then the gospel message because it

was popular, for It was?;11. There was that
courageous love for the liberty of the gospel,
free from human creeds end from the authority of
council that gave impetus for mon to submit to
the living oracles.»«These pioneer* believed

la their cause, and they pressed on, wilting be«
fort no tribunal, but with the profound conviction
they had the tguth end that truth, under Hod
would triumph.*5

V. UT&B DCVELCFMERS

The bright outlook for this unified effort

was soon to b® darkened. Although general agreement and

had existed between memhcre, especially in points
of first principles of conversion and Christian conduct,
before the Civil War period, dark clouds of dissension
began easting, their shadows over the church. The principal
disagreement was over the proper method of advancing
missionary work to other parts of the world# The need for
such work was agreed upon by the majority. However, many
refused to join the movemept for a church-wide missionary
society. Such a society, they believed, would encroach

upon the local congregational responsibility, resulting

Karl ftaat, The Search for the Ancient Order
(Kashv.lll1*} Gospel Advocate' Coaapany," 1, 1'&f
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In hwnftfi organisation ana eeelesl&stlelsm . fespite this
opposition, the American Christian Missionary Society was
formed In 1B49 at a convention In Cincinnati, Ohio# Some
or the leaders who promoted Its adoption were B# E* Pendleton,
Alexander Campbell, P* S* Burnet, Walter Scott, and J. W¢
Mo&arwey*

The lack of general success by the Missionary Society
was largely elite to the growing opposition, led by such
men as Tolbert Fanning, Benjamin Franklin, Jacob Creath, Jr#,
and David Lipscomb. The objections are here classifieds

The first of these was based upon the

Society*® method of membership, vis*, making

membership depend upon the payment of stipulated

amounts of money. The second of these stemmed

from the potential danger the Society maintained

oX infringing upon the independence of a local

congregation. The third objection ca”se from the

conviction that human organizations were unauthor-

ised In the scriptures, and therefore, unacriptural...+

Eventually this last objection became the core of

the issue, although in years to come many churches

who believed In societies found that the Socletyp

very little respected their local Independence#**5

As the conflict between the states progressed, the
slavery Issue caused concern within the Churches of Christ
although the consequences were not serious* The position
of Benjamin Franklin and Alexander Campbell was typical of

the common viewpoint on the subject* They taught that the

problem was political, rather than moral* They noted scrip-

36 )
Ibid., 212, 1213.
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54
turns which regulated slavery, but none that prohibited

57
it* It was neither condemned nor upheld* It Is signifi-
cant that the Churches of Christ were asteng the very few
religious bodies that did not divide over the slavery

guestion*

Another issue which caused raore concern was whether
the Christian should take arsis in the civil strife* Ke K.

Pendleton wrote the following in July, 1861;

G, my Christian brother think of itl
When you shoulder your musket and equip yourself
with all the instruments of death, ask yourself
have you the right thus to t&ke the life of your
fellow? %ho gave you the right? What has your
brother done that you may shoot him? - Has he
stolen your property? Can you saunter hi® for that?
Has he differed with you about political govern-
ments? Can you not part In peace?

J* S. McGarvey was another prominent leader who
spent much time and effort in convincing his brethren to
take a neutral position* His Influence was greatly en-
hanced by hi® position as politically favoring neither the
Horth nor the South* In October, 1-3621 he regretfully des-

cribed the effects of the war in his report to the Missionary

Sosictyt
S*7 . o
ftlllia® %mSweet, Makers of Christianity (Hew
York! Henry Holt and Corn, any, *
5B
Km Pendleton, flea for Peace,” “nUonlal

Hnrbiry;??* Fifth Series, Vol, 17, Ho* 7 (July, IfflffJ, 1137
quoted oy Earl Vest, the Search for the Ancient Order
(Hashvilios Gospel Advocate' Company, ‘'T348), nIN“3 A * "
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A etor* of human passion, seldom equaled

in the history of our sinful world, is raging

aroung us, and we !mv© caught the infection*

fh© results are such as hmufi passion must

always produce, SS&v brethren have been swept

into hopeless apostasy; the seal of Many lias been

©hilled; distrust prevails among manY who once

were bosom friends; the evangelical labors of

nearly all have been much contracted; churches

languish; congregations dwindle, and there la a

fear that such divisions as have distracted the

rsli&iottf secta of the day, my yet disgrace our

history* 9

The post-war period saw a llberailetic trend develop*
X produced a conflict between conservative and liberal
viewpoints in the interpretation of the Scriptures. Hie
gulf of dissension widened over such questions as the
necessity of baptism, the apostolic concept of a Christian,
and the proper participants in the observance of the lord*s
Supper*

Another main Issue concerned the use of instrumental
music in the worship services* Despite the fact that its
us© had been fought vigorously during the war as an innova-
tion, increasing numbers of cor megations were using it.
flie story of its introduction in most oases must include
the effects, via., division, bitterness, and sometimes
lawsuits. The importance of this issue within the ranks
of those who opposed the Introduction of human organisations

and aids in worship was well expressed by Moses E. Lard,

J. 1. Kg@rvey, in annual report to Missionary
Society, 1862* Quoted by Earl West, "Jjbe Search for the

Ancient Order (Kashvilles Ooepel Advocate CenpuyV~"K?) e
X, W ==
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popular preacher and writers

The question of Instrumental music in
churches of Christ involves a great and sacred
principle. But for this, the subject la not
worthy oi* one thought at the handa or the child
ol God. That principle is the right of man to
introduce innovations into the prescribed worship
o' God. This right we utterly deny. The advocates
oi’ Instrumental mi&ic affirm it. This makes the
issue.*., X

By the turn of the century, division had ran its
course. The group that favored the missionary organisation
and the use of instrumental music cars® to be known as the
* j&ciploa of Christ,f or in some localities, the "Christian
Church.* The more conservative element retained the name
"Churches or Christ.”

Since that division which occurred about 1900, the
Churches of Christ have enjoyed a very healthy growth.

Today they have a membership of over one million, with
about 10,000 congregations.zu2 Concentration has principally
been in the South and Southwest, with expanding activities

into all other sections of the United States, and into

foreign countries. Characteristically, they have maintained

H. Leo Boles, Biographical Sketches of Gospel
hreachere (lashville: Gospel Advocate Company, “T93"")V T74-17B.

Moses $e Lard, quoted by Earl %sst, The
for the Ancient Oraer (llashvilles Gospel Advocate
ecNiiy7T»w ftf; 4& t—
|a
Harry Hansen, editor, The world Almanac (Mew Yorks
Xew York World-Tolegram, 1952)p i5i". >
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57
eongregafcional autonomy, while co-op©rating in a movement
of missionary activities all over the world# Interested
waters have aeon the need for other worthwhile endeavors,
such a® orphan tows and car© for the aged* From the tiia©
of Bethany College and Alexander Campbell, to the modern
facilities of seven colleges new scattered froei California
to Florida, Christian education has been a popular* work
of the Church©& of Christ* Among this number is Freed-
Hardeman College, named for and directed by H. B, Hardeman
for a period of marly thirty years. The most rcoent co-
operative effort has been a nationwide radio program, called
the ”Herald of Truth,” over a 146-station hookup of the
American Broadcasting Company.4

While this physical progress has occurred, the
doctrinal position has remained conetant through the years.
With a strong faith in the Bible as $odfs revealed will to
:mn, they zealously preach for a continued restoration of
the church as it was in the first century, in all points

of doctrine, worship, and organisation#

lews itun in Time, LIX (March 24, 1952), 54,55,
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wit Is a truism that speeches aro sieaaingful only
wh#n examined in the settings or which they tm a part.”1
fha anvironnsnfeal factors ai*» ©speelally important to the
s.iS~ca critic, as they often furnish the answers to numerous
guestions relating to the spaechoa themselves* ?h© preach-
ing oi ft* B* Hardemanl» Tabernacle semons can b© best
view©a by eonsid©ring the four principal constituents of
the speaking situation* the speaker, the audience, the
occasion, and tfaa subject* bine© more than one speech la
to be analysed, the respective audiences, occasions, aiid
subjects must b© considered in groups when expedient* The
separate series of meetings conducted by jfr« Hardeman will

serve as the basis of such group consideration*
I1* THE SP3AKRK

Nicholas Brodle Hardeman*' was born May la, 1874, near

M J

Lester Am Thonaaea* and a* Craig Baird* Speech
Criticism (Sew Yorks The Ronald Frees Company, 19TO)|, Ti.

U
Albert ft* Marquis, editor, BlI*. B* Hardeman,”
N0gs m& in America* XIIl - XXI*
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M illedJgeville» Tennessee, in Mehairy County* Hla father
w& a doctor, who had be&un his practice before the Civil
War in three of T«nr,eas©©,s central Counties* In addition
to that profession* ho was sueteesaful in farming and
trading* hrodie* as the boy was called* grew up on the
farm with m,nj reaponslbiXltiee* yet with sauah leisure
tiaa™*

lie attended several public schools in his youth*
and at sixteen entered lost Tennessee Christian College
at Henderson* From that school he graduated in 1895
with a Bachelor or Art® degree* and later with a faster
of Arts degree* In 1901 he was carried to Joanna
Kendall Tablor* who joined him in the teaching profession*
They had three children* Between 1896 and 1900 Hardeman
taujut botli in the puoiic schools and in th* college fro®
which he had graduated* Be was Superintendent of Public
Instruction in Chester County fro*r* 1906 to 1918*

In 1908 liarde&an ena Professor A* 0* Freed
instituted a now school at Henderson, called the National
Teachers* bonsai and Business College*5 In 1919* it

was purchased by several leaders of the Churches

Jessie P* rogue* editor* American Janior Collars
(second edition, Washington* Arneriean douncll-on Education,

1948), &QE*
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of whrist, and placed under the management aivi guidance of

a board of trustees, the nasto was charged to Freed-
herderaan College, hr* Hardeman became president of the
school a few years later, ami held that position until
1S63* At the ag® oX 79, he still reside® at Henderson*
Hot only was he awu able teacher in the elaesroces, hut he
was also a capable executive and administrator* Kia
life-long slogan was vLat all things be done decently and
in order,”5 a Biblical quotation that has meant much to
him, a@ wall aa to the faculty and students*

Methodism, the religious onvireaeent of hie youth,
was highly emotional and it tended to disgust young
Bardej&en, rether than Impress him. However, he did respond
to a More logical e”proaeh employed by several evangelists
of the lurches of Christ, and was baptised while attending
college*

Tim presetting of his first semen a few years
later, in 1090, was only to substitute for another man,
but it gave indication of his potentialities*
.............................. He .soon began.preaching frequently and regu-

larly. He sprang into prominence very rapidly, and

it vte not long until Ills services ware in great
demand* It was noised abroad that be was the stoat

promising young preacher anywhere in his section of
the country, and people went far and near to haw

4 hews item in the hashvilla Banner, April Id, 19&0*&
& 1 Corinthians 14*40
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him* Hia youthful appearance, engaging manner,
fluency of aps”ch, and restsrk&bla ability to Quota
the Scriptures attracted much attention and caused
a groat deal of favorable oom;«nt.8
These outstanding characteristics did not came to
him without effort. From two years of special study of
the Bible he acquired a careful, exact, and thorough method
of study, hven though he had only a few courses of formal
speech training in Elocution, Logic, and homiletics,? he
took advantage of every opportunity to excel in speaking,
he vies especially inspired by the speaking of three con-
tsaporarises U U iis Jennings Bryan, Senator K. $. Carmack
of Tennessee, and Oovumar Hebert Taylor of Tennessee

To say that ft. B. Hardeman ha® been a successful
preacher is a very conservative statement. His wide popu-
larity as an evangelist is more striking when one considers
the fact that nearly all of his preaching was dona during
the summer vacations between regular school sessions. He
has conducted revival meetings in all parts of the United
states, exaept Bow England and the Faoific Northwest, and
his services arc still in demand In many areas. A load-
ing preacher recently wrote of hist, ..,

.. J* h* L* 3fla«sce, "Sketch of the Author'. Life,"
H. li* Herdsman, Hardeman*s Tabernacle Senaone (fsreaft«r

reierred to as Sermonsi $asKvIXiss' .Vosoei P-lyogat« flomri&trw.
192&), XI, . f A
7
interview with ft. B* Hardeman by the writer,
~camber 15, 1P61, at Henderson, Tennessee.

Ibid

~
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I wu'j truthfully say of Hardeman today
that his natural forces are unabated and his
mental powers are not waning, for | have never
hoard a man preach for one solid hour three
nights In succession, who quoted store scripture
accurately (quoting from ten to fifteen versos
to a whole chapter at a time), and driving home
his arguments with more force and power than
un B* Hardeman did last ws*k««#»Xf what X hoard
last week is a sample of his ability, h© could
walk out In the saisa Hymen Auditorium and hold the
audience just ao spellbound as he did when he
was there in 192%U»

in. the MNmmM&

fr<m this review of his life, It Is aviltent that

Mr. Hardeman aas, in most respects, a product of a
Tennessee environment. Furthermore, the audiences to
which he preached his Tabernacle sermons were largely
composed of Tennessee residents, both urban and rural.
Probably the most Impressive factor In Ms Tennessee en-
vironment was the religious views of its people.

Almost half of Tennessee's 2,618,536
population are active church-goers today
with the Baptists, Methodiets, Presbyterians,
and Churches of Christ comprising, in the order
named nearly 90$% of the combined church masaber-
ship. Unquestionably the stnto la one of the
chief strongholda not only of jProtestantlsm, but.
of Fundamentalism in the United States,*0

Ira A. Oouthltt, "2 Hoard Eardonan/ flospal
Advocate, XCIV (October 16, 1952), 689,

N Federal Writers* Project of the Works Projects
Auministration for the State of Tennessee, Tennessee, A
guids to the state (Bow York: The Viking Press, dlS%9),**111






43

Another important factor In Hardeman*n audiences
«?as the large number or eon.-regetions of the Churches of
Christ in Nashville one the surrounding. Davidson County*
rhsn the first Yabernaole meeting was held in 1922, forty-
five con. rnNifttioas in the Iwtdlate area particpated*XX
More than fifty cooperated in the 192S revival,” and the
number has consistently Increased since that time*

Contemporary reports stated that a large proportion
of Hardeman** audiences were members of the Churches of
Christ, a although an accurate account cannot be determined*

It may be safely sail therefore, that In most respects the

audiences were friendly, congenial, and favorably inclined

to the speaker*a views and purposes* However, there were

many exceptions to this general view of his audiences* ?hey

Included large numbers of people of other faiths and

backgrounds. The Nashville Tenuesscan reported:

Crowds, representing every walk and
avocation oi Nashville*» life ami cltisenahip,
packed the Hyman Auditorium Sunday afternoon
and Sunday {tight to hear a* fc* Hardeman, the
evangelist. i4

Mr* Acuff thanked the Hashville Hallway
and Light Company tor Isa various courtesies and ...
accomodations extended. ;iore than 4D0 officials3

Xi Kewe Item in the teh dr.e Tennessean, March E8, 1922.
Ibid *, i*aroh 18, '1928.

13 Editorial* kaahvlllc lo~easo&n, April 18, 1923t and
E* Brigfctwell, "Infcroiuetlon/l1~Sana, IV. 4.

4 : : . .
Eews item in the Kashvillo Tennessean. April 3, 1988.



ibr-H *

FKITM M FI* *n o« e



and ems]Loyeea of the company attended Tuesday
night**®

About 350 Jewish people war® in the Hyman
Auditorium audience according to the estimate of
K* F* Lewis of the Hebrew mission of the city.*0
fhe conslst©ntly~large number of people who attended
was also significant. This ie important because of the
fact that *suggestibility and social stimulation tend to
increase as the else of the group increases*"™ 17 At the
first service of the 1922 revival, "approximately 7,000
people, and in addition some 2,000 more who could not gain
admission into the building and were turned back, made the
trip Tuesday night to the Hyman Auditorium.* Only the
siae of the auditorium limited the number of people who
heard the sermons* Newspaper headlines at the opening
of the 19&Z meeting read* *Heviva! Opens at Auditorium*
M. 3. Hardeman fills Big Building at First Two Services.* 1"
in the 1928 aeries of sermons, loud-apeaker facilities were

set up at the Central Church of Christ, where the audi-

torium added over 1,000 people to the usual capacity audiencef

Ibid.# ApPril 12, 1922 e

16 Ibid** April X, 1026.

17 Glen K. Kills, Composing the Speech {Hew Xorkj
rreniiee-ImIl* Inc*, 1962Y, 108* ~

18 hews item in the Maahville Tennessean* March 29, 1929.

Hews item in the Saahvllls Banner* April 2, 1973.
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at the lipaan Auditorlucw The last two .revival meetings,
in 1988 and HM2, did not attract as many people as the
former thro©, yet at least 6,300 people war© present at
many of urn services.
An analysis g£ the audience must also include the
circular response that is characterlatic of large audiences.

In a noma! audience there is the bodily
aot of fixed attention, frowns and smiles, nods
and shakes of the head - in short, a conscious,
visible reapones to th# speaker's words, This
response releases fresh sources of energy in the
speaker, and he rises to higher levels of effort.
This new level in turn arouses fresh response in
the audience.20

This response greatly inspired the evangelist to extreme
heights of confidence, feeling and expression. Many times
he expressed its effect upon him.

Ky friends and brethren, | an very deeply
moved tills afternoon by the presence of such a
magnificent audience. When | call to mind that
this is the sixth series of gatherings in tills
auditorium, wherein | have had a part, | find
mysell” wholly unable to express the genuine and
profound gratitude that is mine...?1

My friends, and brethren, in looking over
this audience ton!*hl, | have an idea that we
have not fewer than 6,000 people assembled. |
am tremendously impressed, not only with yourr
presence, but with the significance2

William Un Brl%%gcg, gi)eech exposition (Hew York:

F. 3. Crofts & Company, 7 T -
21
Sermons. 1V, 219.
22

Sermons, |V, 149.
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IV* THE OCCASION

In purpose and general conduct, the revivals, known
as Hardeman’s Tabernacle Meetings, were no different frcaa
thousands of other such evangelistic efforts conducted
yearly by the Churches of Christ throughout the world.
They are considered necessary, stimulating, and effective.
These meetings arc an application of their understanding
of the divine precept to "Go into all the world and preach
th© gospel to the whole creation.T he revivals are most
often planned to appeal to non-members, although many
sermons are designed for the exhortation of the local
congregationse

In a general way, both of these purposes were
present in Harieman’s preaching. In addition, some of
the meetings were specifically designed to accomplish a
given purpose. They must therefore be considered separate-

ly in their respective settings.

The first Tabernacle meeting. A city-wide revival
in Nashville was not the result of hasty planning, but
was th© final outcome of many months of work and prayer.
For several years many people had hoped for such a revival.

In 1921 decisive steps were taken. Business meetings were

25 Mark 16:15.
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hold* Congregational autonomy was to be maintained in a
project of cooperation* Evangelisation vac the theme,
and nmny thousands of Christian people went to work.

The advertising campaign set a new precedent

among the Churdies of Christ. It was done in a

wonderfully thorough manner. For weeks before the

meeting began, various notices, references, and
articles appeared in the daily papers of the city.

About ICO,000 blotters announcing it were distri-

buted; 65,000 personal invitations tiere &&nt by

mail; large illuminated signs wore erected along
the car lines; and a page or two of the city tele-
phone directory was assigned to different ladies
of the various churches, who called everybody in

Nashville that had a telephone and gave them a

personal invitation to attend the meeting.**

The cocaslon was mads more impress!vo by the response
of the press with its complete coverage. Each day the
Kaehvllle Tennessean printed the full text of the former
evening’s sermon. The evening edition in turn carried
the day’s noon sermon. On the front page of each edition
was the daily reporter’s account of the occasion and
seraon, written under large headlines. Each edition had
a declared circulation of over forty thousand.86

The building in which the revival was held was an-
other important factor that influenced the occasion. It
had been built in 1892, and was called the Union Gospel

Tabernacle, from which the title, "Hardeman’s Tabernacle

) J. K« Acuff, "History and description of the
Meeting,"” Sermons. 1|, 10, .

2b pid.. 1f.
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Meetings** was derived. The seating was designed in a
circular pattern within the rectangular building* The
balcony capacity was nearly as roafc as that of the main
floor. The pews war© of hardwood* with no cushions. A
large speakerls platform was filled with additional chairs,
and n&ny hundreds of people stood in the aisles by the

walls* Such a compact audience influenced the ease with
SB
which the speaker could secure desired effects*

The occasion was extready successful from the
standpoint of responses* A portable baptistry was used
at the Auditorium and about two hundred people were immersed
during the meeting, in addition to some twenty-five
. 27
reoonsecrationa*

S50o«¢¢ unusual features were, first, the
almost perfect order that prevailed* Scarcely
was there a whisper In the vast audiences; no
one left the building but hundreds stood many
times throughout the entire service* Another
was that the speaker quoted frees memory his
Scripture lessons and references, which were
numerous, not having a Bible in the building
mors than once or twice during the faceting*
Still another very unique feature was the song
service. Thousands of voices were lifted up
in singing the praises of God, and the great
building was made to ring with melody; and ...............
yet no instrument of any kind, not even a tun-
ing fork was used.,. .And finally, a thing that
astonished the public as much as any other
was the fact that not a thing was said about

M ills, op* cit., 106.

27
Editorial, aashvilie Tennessean. April IS, 1922.
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money, and no collection was taken from beginning
to ena*”

The aeoana Tabernacle meeting. Occurring only one
year after the first, the second revival in hashvilla fey
&* Hardeman enjoyed tee public favor of the former#

The editor of the HashVilie Tennessean wrote on the open-
ing day,
Following an established custom, the

Tennessean will publish the sermons delivered

at the Hardeman-Smith revival now being con-

ducted at the Kyatan Auditorium**e«It Is a task

of no small magnitude to transcribe and reduce

to type a series of sermons, but it is all a

pert of the greater task of publishing a news-

paper that desires to and believes it 1Is

contributing to the moral and material welfare
of the community#**

the attendance was approximately the same as In the
former mooting, as the same auditorium was filled to
capacity many times# The general occasion was identical;
the Churches of Christ again cooperated in a olty-wid©

effort of evangelisation* Over one hundred people

responded to be baptised#

The thlrd Tabernacle meeting The principal feature
that made the third meeting different from the earlier

meetings was the general purpose, fthlle evangelistic in

Acuff, oo. cit#, 14*

Editorial, Nashville Tennessean, April 2, 1923.
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manner, it was designed to speak out Against Ccelesiastioism
and dencmlsuikion&liam in the Christian religion* Evidence
from sacrod and profane history was widely used. Facilities
for the increased attendance were provided at the Central

Church of Christ by use of a loud-speaker system

The fourth Tabernacle meeting® The specifics purpose
of the 19M revival was to incite sore individual Interest
and belief assong members of the Churches of Christ of that
vicinity. It was a special Meeting with a special purpose.

Believing that the church is drifting
away from its doctrinal moorings, and contracting
the spirit of sectarianism, the supporters of
this meeting hoped to awake some to the situa-
tion, and crystalise sentiment for a return to
original ground*

They were unanimous in believing N Bm
Hardeman to be the logics! man to achieve such
a purpose. In fact, their confidence in him was
such that there was no official conference with
him as to the ends soujtit....

The fifth Tabernacle meeting* Four years later,
Un Bn Hardeman held the last city-wide gospel meeting in
ilashville* 1t was conducted in the bar Memorial Building,
which accommodated a smaller audience* That change was
madefortworeasons ...... F,rst ..... t hepurposewasforthe .......

edification of the church, principally, and second, the

restrictions that resulted from the war made it advisable

$ E# bright*?©11, "Introduction,* Sermons,
v, 4,5*
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to conduct thft meeting on « more conservative scale*

An additional feature was the broadcast of the
dally sermon during the noon hour* ~iis service was. con-
ducted fra* the Central Church of Christ where several
hundred people assembled.

It is the consensus of opinion among com-
petent judgea here In Ksshville that K« F. Hardman

never did better preaching in hie life than he did

during tills meeting. The gospel was proclaimed in

it® primitive purity and power* without fear, favor
or coaproEiise. It Is also felt that the influence

c this meeting for good will equal* if not surpass*

that of any previous /seating held in the city. From

the boginning it was intended that this meeting

should bring the churches of K&ahvllle into closer
fellowship and coop®ration*

V* THE SUBJECTS

Even though this study is not confined to the con-
sideration of only one speech of ISr. Hardeman* yet the
general subject can be viewed as a constituent of the
speaking situation* The subject was spiritual emphasis.

It was preached from Biblical texts and references* appeal-

ing to every level of Hashvilla's citizenship* Examples

of the sermon topics are "1 an s Debtor,** "Is the Bible

Tnaaf" “Christian Unity*’l “The Cost of Discipieship,w

“The Great Commission,*5 and *&h«t Must | Do To Be Saved?”
These themes were a very forceful factor in drawing

31 . .
editorial* Coapol Advocate. Kovember 12, 1942*
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the thousands or people to listen regularly to &r«

Hardeman*

Perhaps some* who were not present are
anxious to know of the wdrawing power* that
attracted and h©3awith rapt attention such
vast audiences for such a length of tine* This
©an be summed up in few words - vis: The Bible*
the word of the Illvin; Qo3, was the asagnet
that drew and hold thee# people*0
This analysis of tixe environmental background of

Hardeisanl* Tabernacle Meetings has considered all of the
principal constituents of the speaking situation* It has
brought to light many of the important factors which will
give meaning to later rhetorical considerations* It
makes up an important part in the objective analysis of

M. B* Hardeman's speaking ehioh follows.

F* i* Smith, *Extracts Concoming the Meetings,*
Sermons. 11, 51.
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over two thousand years ago man wars propounding
theories of affective speech, Among the greatest of the
theorists was Aristotle, Many of the principles which he
set forth still form the basic criteria by whioh rhetoricians
evaluate the merits of speeches. He defined rhetoric as
wa faculty of discovering all the possible means of per-
suasion, With this definition as a basis, this study
attempts to analyse the persuasion In the preaching of
5f, B, Hardeman,

This rhetorical analysis also follows the concepts
of rhetoric of another man who contributed much to the
field of speech, Quintilian* In setting down the constituents
of rhetoric, he wrote that "Every speech Is composed of
matter and words, and that as regards matter w© must study
invention, as regards words, style, and as regards both,
arrangement, all of which it Is the task of memory to retain
and deliver to render effective,f‘O Each of these components

B, C, Jebb, translator, The rhetoric of Aristotle
(Cambridge, England* University oT”~sSEHdge”~Press, 1909)r,1, 5,

H, Butler, translator, The Institutes of Oratory
of Quintilian (Hew Yorks 0, F. Putnam*~a'''Sons, "1&EE*T7 i'itl
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M
of rhetoric - invention, arrangement, style, and delivery
(including memory) are analysed in the respective chapters
oiv this study#

"Invention is that constituent of rhetoric concerned
with the finding and analysing of the materials of the
speech#*** Of basic importance In preaching is the ability
to find appropriate materials by use of which the subject
may be amplified into a full sermon# The effective preaether
selects his materials from an extensive fund of knowledge
and experience, and discerns new relations of ideas to Join
together in effective discourse# In considering this part
of Hardeman*s preaching, the following elements arc examineds
sermon purpose, sources of material, and methods of

persuasion#
ii. mmoM ptmpcaE

Since tills study is not confined to any specific
sermon by E# B. Hardeman, it la necessary to consider his
sermon purpose from a general viewpoint# This is valuable
as part of his inventive process in view of the wide
differences of sermon purpose among modern preachers#

these differences are classified into two categories by

Kenneth a# Ranee, *ths Elements of Rhetorical
theory of Phillips Brooks,® Speech Monographs, V,
17*
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Abernathy.4 The first category Is classical, or conserva-
tive. According to this conception of sermon purpose, the
seraon is the product of a man prepared to interpret the
Bible to the people, to the end that salvation from sin
might result. This message with its text and enrichment
of Biblical and doctrinal material reflects the adherence
to tiie orthodox homiletic pattern of past generations.
The second category is termed modem, having developed in
the twentieth century. The sermon is conceived as ran
attempt on the part of th® minister to interpret the
social and ethical problems of the hearers in the light
of Christian principles.”6

Although social and ethical principles were
occasionally discussed by Hardeman in his preaching, hia
purpose was to preach the gospel of salvation as revealed
in the Bible. He often employed th® language of the
Scripturns in stating that purpose.

"When | earns unto you then, brethren, |
came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom,
declaring unto you the testimony of God. For |

was determined to know nothing among you, save
Christ and him crucified.8 Such is the sentiment

prompting my presence this afternoon. | have not
com® to discuss the social problems which challenge
our attention day by day. | ass not here to talk

hiton Abernathy, "Trends in American Homiletic
Theory Since 1860,” Speech stenographs. 7§ (1943),
6S~74.

> Ibid., 69.
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about political affairs, nor of worli-wide relation-
ships, only as incidentally and illustratively such
might come* Neither am | here to discuss personal
matters or individual differences* ”For though |
preash the gospel, | have nothing to glory of: for
necessity is laid upon m# yea woe is unto me if |
preach not the gospel I”®

On other occasions his semen purpose is seen in

the following statements:

then | stand before an audience like this,
I am made to exclaims What a wonderful opportunity |
Ythafc a terrible responsibility | Woe la unto me if
I preach not the gospel of God*a Son*¥

I rejoice that it ia mine to com®© to the
city of laahville - a city known throughout the
length and breadth of oar land as one of learning,
of culture, and of refinement* This la a city
characterised by a religious seal that ia un-
surpassed by any other in our American Union*
| appreciate the fact that you have reverence for
Jehovah and respect for his word* | have oome,
not for self-exploitation, nor publicity, nor for
personal glory, but that I may be able Iin my
humble manner to present to you the sweetest
story ever told, with the hope that it may con-
vict others and persuade them to spend their

days in the service of *Bl» from whom all blessings
flow.*0

In the preparation of every sermon there was a
fundamental purpose in Hr# Hardemanls preaching* Eia
mission of leading people to salv”ion in Christ dictated

the purpose of each sermon* this was to be accomplished

H* BE* Hard©man, Hardeman*a Tabernacle demons

(hereal’ter referred to as'logons: hVtlle: Jj-ospcY
Advocate Company, 1958), if,”
7

rmona* V, 71*

8
Sermons, 1|, 15.
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50 2
by teaching Biblical doctrines. 1In the Inventive process
of each seitnon, he became wholly absorbed In the theme,
reeling a great responsibility for accurately presenting

divine truths.

I11. SOURCES OF MATERIAL

In referring to the gradual accumulation of facts
and principles, Brigance made the following observation*
The real speaker - whose messages have the

stomp of the speaker*s originality and the ring

of his convictions - develops through the years

a high level of general education from which much,

if not most, of his speech material is drawn.

His facts have been digested and his thoughts

ripened and tested Instead of borrowed In the

shell from some one else#***

Tills is descriptive of Hardeman. In his tabernacle
Barmens there is much evidence of a vide preparation in
earlier life. His broad knowledge of the Bible and years
of practical experience combined to provide adequate

sources of ideas and facts.

The principal source of material upon which Hardeman
relied \*aa the Bible. Although ful number of Scripture
verses used varied in the respective sermons, depending

on the type of semeon and occasion, he drew heavily upon

Interview with !le B* Hardeman, December 29, 1951,
at Henderson, Tennessee.

Wi illiam Norwood Brlgance, speech Composition (Hew
York: P. S. Crofts and Cor. any, .
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them as th© constant source of information and doctrine*
Supplementary to the use of Biblical source®, he read
widely the written sermons of other goapel preachers* I+
Occasionally he made use of another man*a basic eeman
outline* In those instances, he gave proper notice of it*
For example, a footnote at the beginning of a sermon en-
titlep ,ttls the Bible the tord of God,* says, "?h<* general
outline of this address la based on notes made while hear-
ing William Jennings Bryan speak along this line**12* An-
other footnote shows Ills occasional use of thoughts
gleaned from written sermons* ”For some of the thoughts
in the above sermon | an Indebted to *7he Fundamentals,*
Volume* V." 12

Another source of material used by hr* Hardeman
was information from history, geography, and literature*
Most of such was drawn upon for illustrative purposes*

In the case of church history, he sometimes depended upon
profane history exclusively. That ho was well-read In the
history of the United States is exemplified by a sermon

titled "Federalists and Antifederalista.*1* In the sermon

In an interview, Mr* Hardeman cited the written
semens of T B* Larlmore as examples*
12 Homom* 1V, 18*

5 Sermons, X, 26*
*

Sermons,, |, 76-87*
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he described a national division resulting from consti-
tutional interpretation to illustrate religious division
resulting from Biblical interpretation. His 1925 travels
in the Holy Land served as an excellent source of informa-

tion.

Personal experience served as a source of material
for Mr# Hardeman. Since many In his audiences lived in
rural areas, his early life cm the fans was valuable.
Such somens as "The Vino an! the Branchs*,"1® good
uae of his rural experiences. The many years of school-
toselling also served well in providing source material.
In &semon on wRightly dividing the Word of Truth,” he
used the following illustration in showing the need of
studying and using the Bible intelligently:

When boys and girls come to Freed-Hardemail
College, with which 1 have connection, and bring
us textbooks for their investigation and study,

I never think....of offering the advice to the*
boy or to the girl to "close your eyes and open
the book; and wherever it opens, there begin-to
study.* If a boy says, In arithmetic, for example,
I want to study caramon fractions,” | know there
is a certain part of that book where that particu-
lar subject Is discussed; and | turn him not to
bank discount nor partial payments, but unto the
specific part designed to teach the subject of
fractions. If he brings any other book, the same
principles prevail.l®

15
Semens, 1V, 205-218.

16 Somona. I, 51
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His experience with people through the years gave
hiia another advantage in the selection of semon materials*
through his dealing; with students in school and with the
public in preaching, ho developed a keen insight into the
lives, dasixvis, habits, and reactions of people* Hardesaem
made good us© of this wealth of experience to make hie
sersnons more forceful and interesting.

Hardeman*a sermons war© therefor© composed from a
wide background of source material. With emphasis upon
diblical infornation and doctrine, Hardeman draw from
history, literature, and his own experiences* The inventive

process was thereby wall supplied with source material.
IV. K&THO0S QT P80QF

In considering the various aspects of Invention,
rhetoricians have long emphasized the methods of persuasion.
The first rhetorical treatise that has corse down to us,
Aristotle*fi rhetoric,laid down the fundamental concept that
there are three general modes of permission. He wrote
that,

Of proofs provided by the speech there are
three kirnsj one kind depending on the character

of the speaker; another on disposing the hearer

in a certain way, a third, a demonstration or
apparent demonstration in the speech itself.**-7

< C. Jebb, translator, The Hhetorlc of Aristotle
(Cambridge, England: University of Cambrlige Frees, ]
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Ttes*, In the order given by Aristotle, are usually called
the ethical, the pathetic or emotional, and the logical.
This portion of the study of Hardeman*a invention deals
respectively with the logical, the pathetic, and the

ethical 230des of persuasion.

-ogiottl proof. -'Every speaker servea as a middle-
man between a reasonable concept and the world of reality
In which that idea can appropriately take root*BIB In
this strategic position, he Is expected to present concepts
or ideas which are worthy of the audience’s attention.

To determine the relative integrity of the ideas presented
by Si. Bn Hardeman, the following factors are considered

in tills study; {1} his intellectual resources, (2) his
use of evidence and argument, and (3) the effect of his
ideas upon society.

?he consideration of Hardeman's Intellectual re-
sources begins with his basic premise from which he made
his logical appeal. AIll of the mein factors in ills back-
ground and preaching point consistently to his conservative
or fundamental viewpoint In reference to the Bible. In his

thinking, the Bible was divinely revealed. AIll religious

authority was vested In it. In his first Tabernacle at mon

he declared;

IS Lester Thomason, and A. w&ai® rb,

Criticism (Hew York; The Honald Press Company, Im ST7 $28.
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X stand in your presence a Tim believer
in the all-sufflclency of this volume /She Bible/
that lies beX'ore me* 1 realise that Hall coriplSure
la ~lven by incpiration of God, and la profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for oorreotlon, for
instruction in righteousness; that the man of Ood
*aay be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good
~orks.**  And as said in 2 Pet* ljvs nAccording as
his divine po”er hath given unto us all things
that pertain tanto [Ix% and godliness ¢*

Let ae suggest to you that all this audience
knows of either heaven or hall, or of the Holy
Spirit, or of Christ, or of the angels, or of tbs
boundless beyond toward which we are so rapidly
passing, they have learned it either directly
or indirectly tTom the word of God**®

In establishing his reasons for so believing,
Hardeman did not attempt to prove the divine origin of
the Bible. After analysing his audiences, he concluded
that the n&jority accepted it as Godla revealed will*
However, he often devoted entire sermons to indications of
divine origin in the Bible. Hia purpose was to Inspire
greater confidence in it, ratlwir than give a lengthy lecture
of rational proofs. Preaching on "The Bible,” in an intro-
ductory aeraon, he diaeusaed the following observationsj
(1) Parts of the Bible were among the earliest writings
of nan; (2) the writers were of scattered origin in tine
and place, yet they produced a unified theme throughout;
{t) there Is not a real scientific principle known that

2
is in violation of or contradictory to the word of God;*s'0

Sermons, |t 16*
20
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(4) tho Bible, unlike books written by man, does not become
obsolete with the passing o¢ time} (5) claiming authority
oner man, the Bible has incurred the hatred of more people
than other books} and, (0) despite that hatred and opposition
it is still the most Influential book in the world* He
&fflamed that

the Bible is the miracle of the ages* eopite

the attacks of pagans, Infidels, philosophers,

and paeudo-scienticts, the Bible still stands

forth against all such, and is more widely read,

nore highly respected, ana more influential «.

tonight than any other book In all the world.

All of these observations indicated the divine
origin of the Bible to Hardeman, Just as observations in
the world of nature Indicate its creation by God* To him
the conflict of thought between the conservative and liberal
viewpoints was easily reduced to the differing amount of
faith in God and His wisdom* As a college president and
religious leader, ho was in a constant position to evaluate
the issues involved*

Hardeman*a intellectual resources were also demon-
strated in his ability to discriminate between the essential
and nonessential* Having a broad familiarity with the
Scriptures and church history, he discussed religious
doctrines effectively* Each verse was viewed In relation
to its immediate context, and to all that the Bible revealed

21 Sermons, 1, 25*
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on the subject* He was alert to details also, but did not
allor them to overshadow the more signifiesant issues* His
wide background of church history enabled him to view an
entire movement with a sweepin; glance, noting such factors
as its cause®, characteristics, and results* Likewise, he
was fible fco trace prominent railioua doctrines from their
origin accurately. Hia intellectual resources were thus
sufficient to provide a broad foundation from which logical
appeals were made in preaching*

In detoraining the relative integrity of Hardeman*s
ideas, the next stop is to consider his use of evidence and
argument* These are the principal constituents of logical
proof.22 To establish a reasonable degree of truth, the
speaker must enforce his point with a combination of evidence
and argument* In preaching, Hardeman roada constant us© of
these factors* He believed that people should have religious
convictions which were based upon evidence and sound think-
ing* Tims, he approached most issues fro© that viewpoint*

Kis most extensive use of evidence was in the citation
of scriptures as testimony* Indications of this use of
evidence are seen in'the' following'quotation:

First, let us resolve to take Qo4 at
his word*eebelieve what he says*e.become and

be what he requires**.try to live as he
directs, and**.trust him implicitly

22 ] .
Thonssen, and Baird, or* ©it*, 341
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for the fulfillment of the promise.2”

Hilo rollonce upon scripture as the principal source of
evidence east based upon Hardeman*s conviction that the
writers of the Bible were inspired by Ood through the
agency of the Holy Spirit* He used argument and evidence
extensively to establish its reliability as unquestionable
authority. For example* the fulfillment of prophecies
which were made several hundred years before established
the existence of divine revelation, the integrity*
genuineness and authenticity of the scriptures were dis-
cussed in another semen* In which Hardeman used the
testimony of such historians as Josephus* who wrote
History of the Jewish tar, the Jewish Antiquities, and
his Autoblo&raphyi Caiue Tacitus; and fliny the younger*
rocaan contemporaries of the Hew Testament writers* 24
Knowing the prerequisites for reliable evidence* Hardeman
consistently used dependable authorities*

other forma of evidence used by Hardeman were
personal experience and statistics. Used more widely
were illustrative examples* drawn from observation* history*
geography and literature.

Argument Is the process of weaving evidence into a

complete pattern of proof* This well describes Hardeman*a

88 Soraooa. 111, 200-212.

Sermons. Il * 200-812*
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use of various scripturese Much of his preaching consisted
In the drawing together of Biblical quotations to fora a
tightly-bound argument* Exposition was often included for
clarity and force* Hardeman made use of Inductive and de-
ductive reasoning only in a general way* He made no effort
to devise technical syllogisms, although a deductive line
of reasoning sometimes was followed*

The third test of Hardeman*® integrity of ideas or
logical content lies In the realm of their acceptance by
society* This test is limited in its usefulness in the case
of contemporary address* The effects of Hardeman's logical
proof can be seen partially in the following respects?

(1) Immediate results in converts were generally evidenced*
and (2) acceptance of his ideas among the church members of
Hashvilla resulted very often from his preaching* Several
months after the 1933 aeries Brilghtwell wrote of the influ-
ence which Hardeman had had on many of the peoples
The reactions following the meeting have
been favorable. There is a better feeling among
brethren in Kaahvillo. A firmer stand is being
taken by many* Al have been awakened to trends
and issues* A number of private and semi-public
studies in preEdllennialisEi have been started*
Many seem to have decided that the only way to

settle this Issue is to Investigate it and
settle by the Divine Standard**'3

~25
Y b* E* Bright*® 11, "Introduction,*’ Sermons*
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lathetic proof, fsioven in with Hardemanl& logical
argumenta was hia constant appeal to the subjective feel*
Inga of his &ulienees, though his persuasive efforts were
predominantly based upon a logical appeal, he never missed
the opportunity to relate hia logic to the people’s desires
and hopes, Difficulty is often experienced in attempting
to separate these two moans of persuasion in his preaching*
He shared with the audience his own feelings along with
his convictions, lie not only impelled the mind to accept
the truth of his logic, but also aroused emotions to
willingly respond to it*

This interacting Influence of pathetic and logical
proof is illustrated in a semen titled, ”la the Bible

the T*ord of God?'\t\26

the semen content was mainly composed
of logical proof. For example, to show evidence of divine
inspiration, Hardeman referred to statements in the book
of Job which said, *He /yog? streteheth out the north over
empty space, and hangeth the earth upon nothing. An Science,
said the evangelist, has long since proved the accuracy

of the Biblical statements, and he cited verification from
the Scientific Research Bureau of toe Angeles, California*
Hardeman’s reasoning then went further to show that such
Information In the time of Job could oame only from a
divine source,

€0 ->>mona, 1V, 13<*D1,

21 Job, 27*7
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Along with this logical approach, Hardeman inserted
various appeals in applying motivation to his argument*

His style of language contributed to hie emotional appeal.
*There are things revealed upon the pages of holy writ
concerning which there was the densest ignorance and greatest
skepticism Imaginable.* The use of the tern, *holy writ,*

in reference to the Bible appealed to their endearment and
loyalty to it* In referring to the “densest ignorance and
the greatest skepticism imaginable,* which was characteristic
of that long period before the science of astronomy was per-
fected, the speaker used teras that excited a feeling of
elation. The description further contrasted the divine
wisdom in Job against the lack of human knowledge in the
subject. This gave the audience an elated confidence in

the Scriptures, producing a powerful emotional drive behind
the argument. 1In the conclusion, Hardeman furthered the
pathetic appeal by calling for increased devotion and faith
In the Bible*

Emphasis upon individual responsibility was probably
the most widely used inetrtsaent of motivation by Hardeman*
Very often he introduced his message by reminding each
person in the building of accountability before God* Al-
though this was based largely upon scriptural evidence, it
also included an element of appeal to' self’-preservation

and approval* The following quotations arc typical of his
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appeal* "I do trust, ay friends, that | may be able to so
address you as not only to hold your interest*..but to
provoke the most serious, solemn thought on your part as
to what our duty is in the subject that is to be presented*woc
nWe are aware of the fact that we are rapid passengers from
time to eternity, and that the occasion will after a while
come when we have to bid good~by to our friends and our
loved ones of earth and launch out into the fathomless
depths of the boundless beyond and there give an account
for our deeds and our very thoughts while here we dwell*

Hardeman*s us© of fear as an emotional device was
very moderate. He insisted upon a proportional motivation
between fear and love* His balanced conception is seen in
the following statement: fflf you would enjoy the goodness
and mercy of God and escape his terror, you must yield
in submission to his will*” This statement was made at
tile conclusion of a session on *The Terror of the Lord."”
His introductory remarks clearly set forth his limited
use o. fear as an ©motional drive:

There are too r&any people in the world...............

Intelligent about all other natters, but are

still indifferent toward Christianity*  Somehow

or other, the preachers of the country have not
injuressod upon humanity the solemnity of passing

28 Sermons» 12, 213.
Sermons, |1, 213, 214-

© Sermons, |, 255.
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into the presence of the Lord* | do not know
but that «o may have a mli“~ono”lloo, very
largely, of Jehovah* Perhaps our Indifference,
our lack of response to the gospel call, our
failure to blond ourselves In harmony with
Ged*s v111, is due to the fact that we over-
estimate God*® love, his goodness, and his
meroy*

X want to say to you, say friends,
tonight, that any character that can love can
also hate* Any character that has the attrib-
ute of merey also must have the antithetic
guality and characteristic of vengeance, wrath,
and anger* While you are relying upon God*a
goodness, mercy, and love, don*t forget that
God hates some things, that God*s anger may S1
be kindled, that God*s wrath may be provoked**.*

Pathetic proof in evangelistic preaching has been
used predominantly in the conclusion of sermons. "Logical
proof la used to secure belief, and pathetic proof to
ensure action* 30 However, Hardeman used emotional appeals
guite sparingly in the closing application* Bis under-
standing of the Biblical teaching on nconversion* led him
to emphasise that the final decision should be motivated
by divine truth rather than by emotionalism* To him,”the
instincts do not always load men aright, and* *ethe erao-

55
tions arc by no means infallible guides to truth.” vydfc

1
bemans, X, £44, 245*
52
Orville A* Hitchcock, Hlonathan Edward,** in William
Korwood Sriganc®, editor, A Klstoiy and Criticism of American
Puxbll_irc7 ixdtirese (Hew Xorki Icaraw-fitITTSooST”o* Inc*;:'"W S)
rexXIT7. '

H* L* Hollingsworth, The Psychology of the Audience
(Kew Yorks The American Book Company, TtfSS), IT5*
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throughout each sermon there was a generous use of feeling

and emotion which prevented it from being cold and formal*

Ethical proof, In his Institutes of Oratory, the
grewfc Honan rhetorician, Quintilian, defined the orator
a» ffa good man speaking well,w-4 Bis emphasis upon tha
ethos of the speaker contributed sroeh to the criteria of
speaking excellence* Termed as “ethical proofit refers
primarily to the moral character of the speaker as having a
persuasive effect upon the audience. In addition to the
other two modes of persuasion, logical and pathetic, the
speaker makes use of this method In the inventive process,

H* B* Hardeman*s reputation among the people of
Hashw ills was attested to repeatedly during and between
his Tabernacle meetings* Evidence of popular confidence
in his character and reputation as a gospel preacher was
shown in hie being selected as the speaker for the five
citywide revivals* In discussing the purpose of the men
who planned the 1050 meeting, H* E# Brightwell later wrote*
"They were unanimous in believing 8« 3* Hardeman to be the
logical man to achieve such a purpose. In fact, their
confidence in him was such that there was no official

conference with him as to the ends sought**' Although

%A
H* E, Butler, translator, The Institutes of Oratory
of Quintilian (flew Yorks 0, ?* fatnaaPa Sons, W 2f), 17 o*

Brightwell, op, cit,. 1V, 5*
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no om considered him perfect or beyond any Just criticism,
th© public did not doubt his character. BO© was faithful
to the Bible In which they believed, to himself, and to
them. Hla honesty was not questioned. He was a good nan
speaking® well.

Hardeman cosmanded great respect in his preaching*
Hisbroad knowledge of the Scriptures and wise use of th®&
enhanced his position much. He spoke authoritatively. Hie
audiences received him with confilenee. Two reasons may be
cited! for that} First, ha purported to preach only divine
truth, ani, secondly, his years of experience as an
evangelist and college professor added to their reliance
in his. These two factors are combined in a statement
f rata him:

Brethren, I*va preached enough to know this;

X know when X drive homean argument. | Kknow just

what it takes to sell ay brethren and to convince

them* Whenever X can show $hem God's word, that's
the end of the controversy.**6

Hardeman increased his ethical appeal also by
continually associating himself with a righteous cause*
This was Inherent in his preaching. On same occasion©
he singled out special causes, «* ?>, the desire and need
for unity in religion, with special reference to eliminat-
ing denominational division*

z0 Sermons. 1V, 160
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I propose to b© just a Christian - that

la all* I think ©very man on earth 3an be the

as*#© thing, and have no offense attached wh&tao-

over* | think the name Christian la big enough

and broad enough and wide enough for all of (rod*a

people, and with it they should be content*

also identified himself with the audience, through

the u»e of the personal pronouns, nwg¥* *our,w and
file frequent association of himself with the people who
oattae to hear hi® preach did much to promote solidarity of
thought ami purpose. His persuasive goals were thereby
more easily reached* feith a large segment of the «ulienees,
he was a Webber of the Church of Christ, lith practically
all, he was a resident of the state of Tennessee mad familiar
with fashvllle. Furthemor®©, the majority of his auditors
held a fundamental faith in the Scriptures as the tiorcl of
Qo"U these factors strengthened Hardeman*s ethical appeal
as he iientifled himself with the audience

E© always appealed to the goodwill of his audiences.
He vac straight!/©rward in manner. Though confident of the
truth of his messages, lie demonstrated an humble attitude.
In tiie Introduction of the first sermon in the first
ft bernaole meeting h© began by saying;

% brethren and friends, | would be untrue
to myself and to the best that is me is unless 1
express to you at this time my genuine appreciation,

both to you and to almighty $*£, for the very kind
reception you have given ae, for the presence of

». ., —i—8iIN
27 gSer--on». 111, 157.
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aueii a splendid audience, and for the infeereat
lou thus evidence in these things that transcend
the realms or time*

| appreciate the reat that you have
revjranee for Jehovah and respect for hia word.
X have come, not for self-exolcitation, nor
publicity, nor for personal glory, but that X
fiay be able in my humble manner to present to
you the sweetest story ever told.,..

Another quotation illustrates his appeal to good-
w ill through reference to his common preachings

fttien 1 consider the unfavorable night for
church attendance, I am deeply Impressed with
your presence. X am thoroughly convinced that
most people arc anxious to hear the simple story
that never grows old. They like plain proachin |,
easy illustrations, and all things freed from

an appeal to the galleries. | have not announced
to you any sensational subject In order to arouse
your curiosity. It has ever been J»y ambition to

speak so that ooncaon people may hear and under-

stand. Such has been ay motive and intention all

of my dayiu0*

Hardeman*s Inventive process has been examined by
considering the eleimnts of somon purpose, sources of
m aterial, and methods of persuasion. In each of these
aliments, the underlying factor in his invention waa hia
reliance upon the Scriptures for spiritual assurance.
dift sermon purpose was to teach people of salvation through
Christ. ElIs principal source of material mas the Bible.

He supported his preaching with proofs which stewed pre-

dominantly fro® the Scriptures.

Sermons. |, IS*

od *
Sorttons. V, 48.
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He made use of rhetorical devices effectively.
This era® seen particularly In his methods of proofe In
his entire inventive process, Bardeaian followed patterns
of effective public speaking. The result was demonstrated
in the public response *believer his ideas «arc put into

morels.
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CHAPTER V
ARKAVBSESNT
1* IHTRQDUCTXm

After having studied £« B* K&r*Jenanfs inventive pro-
ofs® In preaching, the next consideration concerns his
methods of arranging the material for u«®, This phase of
speech preparation was called "dlspositlo* by many of the
ancient writers on rhetorical theory, Cicero clearly de-
fined his concept of disposition in the following character-

Isationi

seesince all the business and the art of

the orator is divided into five parts, he ought

first to find out what he should say; next to

dispose and arrange his matter, not only in a

certain order, but according to the weight of

the matter and the judgement of the speaker#

In doterming order of moterial, a distinction was
made by Cicero regarding the bases of selection. He Insisted
that order must be determined, neither by the nature of the
subject alone, nor by the usual roles of apeaoh parts, but
according to the specific circumstances. From that view-
point, he then conceived of the speaker in the process of
marshaling his proofs and disposing them into place. To

Cicero, disposition consisted of a careful and final selection

W. Sutton, translator, Cicero he Orators
Mass? Harvard University Press, IMS}"' f™ 99,

(Ce
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of Invented materi&ls, ordering and arranging, and propor-
tlonnent* the latter included “massing and shaping, expand-
ing, contracting, proportionin , and emphasising, coloring
and toning, according to the special circumstances of the
speech?2

The aodern trend regarding arrangement has been to
enphasi&e ordering the material into the traditional speech
parts, as exemplified in the following definition by Hanee:
* imposition is that constituent of rhetoric which is con-
cerned with the arrangement of materials**eeDisposition
embodies, essentially, two elements; the plan of the speech
In the large5 the specific parts of the speech.T his
study attemptsto combine the concept of Cicero with the
modern view of arrangement, analysing the underlying factors
of adaptation as well as the obvious raanner of arranging
the material.

Hie Importance of careful organisation should also
be noted* In his treatise on hc& lletics, Broadus wrote
that nThe effective arrangement of the materials in a

discourse is scarcely less important than their intrinsic3

Russell H* fagner, P@rha Meaning of Dispositio,**
in Herbert A. $ichains, chaiman of editing committee,
Studies in Speech and Drama (Ithaca, Hew York* Cornell
Severally Brass, TOTIiT7~-W$*

Kenneth G. Hence, nfhe Elements of Rhetorical
Theory* of Phillips Brook®** Speech Monographs, V (1SS3), 522.
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int root and force*M" Tills is true of every speech type* The
material of & speech shouli combine Into a unified whole*
and not remain a mass of disjointed particulars. After the
Inventive process in speech preparation* the speaker must
put hie material into good form. This not only aids the
speaker* but also makes for better clarity and understand**

ing for the audience.

Regarding the methods or forma of arrangement, various
kinds are widely used. Form is not a sterile concept* nor
an independent virtue. The arrangement must be adapted
to the content, the audience* and occasion.

The critic tmy find here, as else -here,

that an attempt to reduce rhetoric to & set of

rules, either on the creative or the critical

aside* is a venture in futility. Many effective

speeches stand as refutation of the claim that

ii particular..way of organising materials must
be followed.&

The aernsons of Hardeman's first (1922) and fourth
(1938) revivals* totaling forty sermons* were analysed.
fiioBo were arbitrarily chosen as being typical of the
entire number of 101 reported sermons* and of his preach-
ing in general. AIll were analyzed by considering the

following factors! method of arrangement, whether historical,

4

John A. Broadua, On the Preparation and Hellvary
JjJE Pprmon& (new and revised edition by Jesse lurton Teeafcner-
spoon; Hew Yorkt Harper and Brothers, 1944)* 93.

° tester Thoneaen, and A. Craig Baird, Speech
Criticism (Hew York: The Ronald frees, 1943), 4ol.
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distributive, or logical; rhetorical order, examining the

introduction, body and conclusion as to length, type and

use; and sermon type, whether textual, topical, or expository.
A brief study was then made of Hardeman's sermon preparation,
which included the insertion of two of his sermon outlines.
The last part of this study of his arrangement dealt with

his adaptation of arrangement to the speaking situation*

I1* CRAFTS&AFfiSHI? OF 0BOAHISUTXOI

In analysing the organization of Hardeman*s ser ious,
the first objective was to examine them from the viewpoint
of rhetorical craftsmanship* The purpose is to consider the
basic construction of representative sermons*

The development of a central theme in each sermon
was an outstanding characteristic of Hardeman*s preaching*
one was never in doubt concerning the thesis which the
preacher desired his audience to retain* Almost without
exception, he announced the topic for discussion early in
the introduction of each sermon. Then the sermon theme was
usually announced in the form of a Biblical text. If the
text was somewhat lengthy, the evangelist often singled out
the exact central theme by rereading the verse which best
expressed it* To emphasise the main idea, occasionally
Hardeman paraphrased the text after reading it* Through

the sermon, he often stressed the central theme. Thus, he
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kept the desired goal clearly before his hearers throughout

the sermon.

The general theme of each sermon was based upon a two
fold purpose: to inform the audience concerning the Lord’s
will in reference to the specific subject, and to persuade
them to act in accordance with it* Regarding the first
purpose, to inform oi* teach, Hardeman was very positive.

I submit to you, ladies and gentlemen, that
the religion of the Bible is a taught religion; that
the Christianity of the book called the "book of God#
is a taught Christianity - that is, a thing men
learn. Hence, Paul said to Timothy: "Continue thou
in the things which thou hast learned and has been g
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned thesuttb

becoming a Christian is not an accident. It
is not a step of blindness, nor of ignorance, nor
of mere passion, but it is a matter of true, calm
deliberation upon the facts of the gospel. Hence,
the very Xoundatlon of all work committed to the
apostles and disciples was: they were to teach
all Aten everywhere.”

Tire second general purpose, to persuade, was inherent
in Hardeman’s evangelistic preaching. The theme of each
sermon was developed with that purpose in mind. Even when
the specific purpose of a seraon was to stimulate and
exhort, he always included, persuasive appeals for sinners

to comply with the Lord’s will.

»- B* Hardeman, Hardeman’s Tabernacle Sermons
(hereafter referred to as Sermons: Nashville: Gospel
Advocate Company, 1922), I, I1d4.

7
Sermons. 1V, 46.
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¥fo» second objective in analyzing s crafts-
manship of organisation was to examine th© undex-lylng
principles or bases of division. His sermons can be classified
under th© following groups* historical, distributive, and
logical* Hi# historical method of dividing material Is
characterized by arrangement In chronological order, then
related materials frosa scattered sources are grouped to-
gether, the speaker uses the distributive method of division.
$k© logical method is recognised by its reasoning process.
Although the characteristics of the method used in the
respective sermons are sometimes not clear-out, tills
classification of groups is relatively accurate.

Hardeman made greatest use of the distributive
method of division in his somans. By grouping verses and
thoughts having a common thought center, he was able to
increase the audience's understanding of Biblical doctrines.
Assembling verses having an obvious connection required an
extensive knowledge and understanding of the entire Bible*
In tills he excelled* His broad grasp of Biblical facts
and doctrine enabled him to group related material effective-
ly and organise it into understandable form. In a typical
sermon, f{Th© rower of God's tord,*® Hardeman drew from eleven
books of tiie Bible to impress upon his hearers the need of

submitting to th© Word of God. This distributive principle

Sarsons. |, 61-G5






or division mads is possible Tor the speaker to expand
and amplify the thesis in an effective manner*

In about one-third of his semons, Hardeman arranged
his material in logical order. He seemed to enjoy leading
the audience step by step In a reasoning process* Placing
scriptures and illustrations at points where they served as
links in the chain of thought, he often developed his thesis
to & logical conclusion. This order is exemplified in a
Nsrmon entitled, Mh© Reception of Any Truth Depends Upon
lur Attitude Toward Xfcw& The unusually long title suggested
the semon theme. Beginning with a text from the teachings
of Jesus on religious prejudice, Hardeman proceeded to
explain the principle Involved* Heforeno© was made to the
social realm to illustrate the point. He then called atten-
tion to common reluctance to accept other political vievs
because of preconceived ldeas or traditions* Evidence from
the Scriptures was ci*ed to show that the principle was Just
as true in religion. With the foundation of principle laid,
Harder,an reasoned with hie auditor© concerning the divine
inspiration of the Bible* He Insisted that they evaluate
their own attitudes In reference to it, since their acceptance
of any truth advanced by it depended upon their individual

attitudes* From there, the evangelist called attention to

9 Sermons, XV, 52-45*
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other cardinal doctrines* Hia effort throughout was to
promote greater faith in the Bible as God*a revealed word.

Jf the three bases of division, Hardeman made use
of Uie historical method least. The proportion was approx-
imately one to five. Seraons on Bible history were divided
chronologically. Other sermons arranged in this manner
dealt with specific events recorded in the Bible which the
evangelist discussed in detail. Hardeman used this method
not only to lnrora but also to convince and persuade his
hearers in regard to the specific purpose of Insuring
salvation. An example of this combination Is found in a
aernon on "flow God Speaks to &an*w” He used Hebrews 1jl, 2
as a texts *0od, fiho at sundry times and in divers manner#
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath
in these last days spoken unto us by his Son." With these
verses ac a basis of division of thought, Hardeman traced
the Biblical account of God*a method# of revealing Hi# Will
to man. Ee grouped them into three sections: Patriarchal,
from the creation until about 1500 B.C.j Jewish, from the
giving of the Mosaic law until the crucifixion of Christ
at about 33 A.£*j and the Christian or gospel age, from
53 A«B« until the end of the world. Emphasising the last
of the three, Hardeman called for individual adherence to
God’s revealed w ill through Christ. He Insisted, by use

10
Semons, 1V, 167-178









as
oi'* Scriptures, that Ms audience differentiate between
ths three *dispensations of
In analysing Mard®»an#s craftsmanship of organisa-
tion, the third objective la to exsalai hia arrangement
of the parts of a speech, sometimes called the i~etariaal
order.”1 Hardeman consistently arranged hie sermons into
the conventional parts of introduction, body and conclusion.
lwaver, the divisions between the parts were never rigid.
A lack of detectable transition from one part to another
in organisation was perhaps a weakness in Hardeman’s
preaching. Phillips Brooks encouraged preachers to give
your sermon an orderly consistent progress, and do not
hesitate to let your hearers see it distinctly, for it
sill help them first to understand and then to remember
vhat you say.nl2 Other aen in the homiletics field have
suggested that the structure need not be apparent to each
listener, as stated in the following quotations
Have a solid backbone hidden away somewhere
in your sersson ©o that it con stand up man-fashion
anddo its work. Organise your material around that
spinal column, heads, eras, legs, fleshy parts,
muscles to grip the people and nerves to respond
"to 'the'movements of their own feelings, so that it

may accomplish the desired end* You cannot afford
to be one of those preachers who always give the

1
ThoriSfiStt, op. olt.. £97.

Phillips Brooks, Lectures on Freaohln&» 178*
Quoted in Bated! Barrett Saxt«r,~"¥eo ifoart of the
Yale lectures (Hew York* The UaaKITTati dcas>anv-
I5S7);..1ea;"'"1
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impression that having lost the trail, they are

now going hither and yon on any chance impulse

like silly sheep which'have erred and strayed

from the way* Have a definite plan but do not

have it too much In evidence.10
Hardeman*s sermons undoubtedly had definite plan, but the
transitions from one part to another were often indistinct*

the introduction in Hardeman*s sermons were character-
istically long. Be made sure that his hearersl minds were
well prepared to grasp the principal message. Typical of
his ssmon Introductions is the following orders (!) Refer-*
cnee to the circumstances, with a brief mention of his own
appreciation and recognition of responsibility* (2) the
reading of a Biblical text, averaging four or five verses
in length* (5) some exposition, narration, description, or
reference to a former, related sermon; and (4) the presenta-
tion of the main theme. Thus, he conformed to the commonly
accepted types and functions o¢ the introduction. His method
of gaining attention was never a deliberate effort. Yet, it
was invariably effective. He often referred to the people*s
consistent attendance and their interest in plain, gospel
preaching* His use of a text in most of hie introductions
was Indicative of his basic reliance upon the Bible. Al-

though the modern trend in preaching is to dispense

with a soneon text,14 Hardeman used one in about

v diaries Reynolds Brown, The Art of greaohio™*
XQ7-108. Quoted in Baxter, o> cit., TN ~TsT*F

iilton Abernathy, "Trends in American Homiloticel
Theory Since 1860, Speech Monographs. X (1845), 68-74.
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thv»ft*foiarttui of his sersions,

rtfha body of Hardemanla somens consisted predominant-
ly of a swelling movement, in which the proof was oxpanrfed
and amplified. It was characteristic for hla to multiply
the evidence, illustrations, and Biblical quotations,
building up th© persuasive structure to it® natural climax*
At that point, Hardeman uniformly extended the ™gospel
xnvitation,” with no direct appeal to the emotions of the
people. There wae no begging, pleading, or extended
solicitation In Hardemanl» conclusion. He very rarely
made a summary or review of the main points of the sera©n*
Ti*e following examples are characteristic of his concluding

remarkst

But 1 must close this talk tonight. 1Is
there one, two, any number, who believe that the
kingdom of God Is in existence* that the church
was really purchased with th® blood of God*a Son;
that in the body of Christ, there is salvation
and forgiveness? If such there be the invitation
is once again gladly tendered while we stand and
sing the song selected.

Friends, I must meet these Issues on the
plains of eternal Judgment. Xf® not afraid to
appear and answer for this preaching. | have
preached what the Bible cays and that*a all we
know about it. | am appealing, therefore, to
thoee who honor me with their presence and lend
patient, polite, and courteous attention, to do
just what Jesus said. Wefd better accept the
terns b him laid down, and stand upon Hie ever-
lasting promise. It Is a wonderful privilege
to preach the gospel; it la grand to believe It}

16 3omwii3. IV, 166.
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it Is glorious to obey it* The invitation is
yours while we sing* B

Hardeman was sometimes criticised tor not spending
sore time in the conclusion in urging people to become
Christians* In his lack of appeal he recognised a certain
deficiency but yet he felt justified in his own procedure.

**# X am conscious of that weakness as well
as you are* but there Is another thing* | have seen
so many preachers that measure the success of their
labors by the number of names they can get* and
the number of baptisms* that it has had* possibly*
the reverse effect***<Xfve never yet* therefore*
tried to get anybody into the church of the Lord
Jesus Christ under the spell of excitement* 1 do
not want the great enthusiasm that might cause
some boy or girl to lose his head and come to confess
the Lord just because some one else did*»*#Mexi
ought to become children of God because they are
deeply convinced of the correctness of their step
and fully aware of their dependence*17

in* ammtm types

This portion of the study deals with the hosailatib
structure of Hardeman*s semens* Although in some respects
it continues to consider the elements of *craftsmanship*w
it notices specifically the organisation from the view-

point of sermon preparation. AXthough there are various

16
Sermons* IV* 178.

17
Sermons* IV* 92, 95
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classifications of sermon typos,IQ Hardtsts's semono are
grouped into the following conventional f oms* Topioal,
textual, and Expository.

The type of sermon used most often by Hardeman was
the topical sermon, ©os&ctimee classified as the subject-
aeraon, Its advantages in his preaching wore in its
unity, completeness, logical organisation, and thoroughn®©as.
It corresponds sosiewhat to the distributive method which
was discussed earlier in this chapter. *fhe organisation
of the topical semon is laid exit by the preacher in order
that his accumulated information on the subject may be pre-
sented clearly and logically. Herdsman used this type
extensively. After assembling Scriptural teaching on the
subject or topic, he put the sermon into orderly fora.

The topioal soman yielded easily to evangelistic preach-
ing* By this method of sermon arrangement, Hardeman was
able to present Important Biblical doctrines with great

clarity and appropriateness.

An example of Hardeman*s use of the topical sermon

Mill© sacntions the following typos: expository or
biblical sermon, biographical semen-lecture, lecture-foruis,
doctrinal sowion, ethical semon, evangelistic and mission
sermon, topical sermon, textual semen, and life-situation

semon. Glen E* Kills, Composing the Speech (Hew York:
FranticO-Hall, Inc., 1952), 67* 1

19 Broadus, op.ext,, 1M.
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was on& entitled, "Teaching. the Word of Ood#®”™ Me quoted

Matthew 28:16-20 as a text:

then tbo eleven disciple* wont away Into

Calllea# into a mountain where Jesus had appointed
them* And when they saw hiss, they worshipped him;
but »cob doubted* Am Jesus earn# and spake unto

the% saying, All power is given unto me in heaven

and on earth, 0o ye, therefore, and teach all nations,
baptising thews In the name of \.be Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching then to observe

all

things* whatsoever | h&v# eowsanded you; and, lo

tm with you alw&y, oven unto th# and of fcae world#®

With the main idea of teaching laid down, Hardeman

developed the semen under the following topicc: The teachings

of Christ are to be taught; the church which ia composed

of Christians is obligated to do the teaching; the basic

authority for all teaching must be the MbI®, taught in

one of the following says: direct command, divine example,

and/or necessary inference# Thus he developed the theme

of teaching the Word of Cod through use of supporting

propositions, making an effective topical sermon#

A textual session is one in which the divisions of

the scman are derived from the text* This method was used

very sparingly by Bardenan# fcrh&pc it did not yield

effectively te hi# evangelistic preach!ng* When used, the

length of the text from which the division was mad# seemed

Immaterial# In a sermon on *1$# Jstabliohjnent of the Klngioa/”"

21

Semens, 1V, 46~&b*
Semens# 1V, 1f4-148#






39
Hardeman took hits text from Daniel S~H 4. In another,
entitled, *Theory and Fraotio©he solooted a single
sentervce for the basis of hie textual aaraon. The sentence
wijloh ho used from the three verses road aloud was, "Let
us go on unto perfection.” The respective main point® ?0re
based upon the emphasis of certain words In the sentences
"Lst us,1 ?het us 10/ *Let us go on,” and "Let ua go on
unto perfection#"

When the preacher sets forth the Biblical writer’s
meaning in a unified explanation and discussion, the sermon
is classified as expository* Usually, several verses are
considered in order to present the full view of the writer*
Hardeman did not use this type of sermon often* Here again,
the expository semen did not see© to contribute effective-
ness to avan”ellssw Hardeman’s most effective use of this
type was In several sermons on Biblical accounts of conversion*
An example is seen in a sermon on "The Conversion of a Civil
O fficer* >3 After reading the entire record, contained In
thirteen versos, Hardeman proceeded to discuss it vers© by
verse* The simplicity of his explanation was very effective*
He often Injected a description of certain modern practices
and concepts which contrasted sharply with the conversion

under consideration*

demons* 1, 275*

23 Sermons* |, 113-128%*
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1IV. 5KHVOM FHh*AiU*XO*

In the preparation of sermons, H. B* HordeaKan
did not follow any predetermined rork schedule or manner
of co»apoaition# Much of it was done at odd hours of the
day and night* Haring selected a theme, he often devel-
oped the main thoughts after retiring at night or while
driving. Another method sometimes used was to keep a
notebook, in which he jotted down scriptures, Illustra-
tions and thoughts under respective themes when such came
to mind*®*

When the tine came for organising, Mr* Hardeman
took tine and effort to put hie thoughts and material
in outline form* This was never an elaborate project,
as be rarely made a sentence outline* A word or phraeo
which would call attention to the proper thought was
sufficient for his purposes* To this he added appropriate
scripture references*

The following two samon outlines were obtained
from Mr* Hardeman* They are submitted as typical of his

outlining and arrangement*2

24
Interview with N* 3* Hardeman by the writer,

December 29, 1951, at Henderson, Tennessee,
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Salvetlm by grace Sph* 2*8

I* Introduction
X# Clan* Coesciont on Text
2*  Two ExtrsMes X* All God*a work
2# All zmn*s work
3. Scheme of fiedemp. - Two aide®
Jne. 3*1*
I Cor* 3s9
Il Discuss!on - By Grace-Through Faith
X* that is Grace? 8oyfa Arith* "Days of grace*
1* Favor - Merited - 01v* man a Job.
unmerited - Give him money*
2. FauX. 2 Cor. 9:9
3. Feign* through Klgfct. Sot. 5:21
Fa. 119*172
4* How expressed? Jno 1*17
6. Keeult - Titus 2*11
6# Thus Ood - nan had no part.
2. that la Faith?
X* Hunan Characteristic.
2* Flam Belief - Conviction
3. Salv. through Faith - Cal 5:24-27
Horn. 5:1-
3. Grace and Faith
X. Human ami Divine; Reverses Divine and Human
2. Provide - Appropriate: Eat, Drink, Breathing
3. Saved by Both - neither alone.
4. *Hot of tforko*¥ therefore no Baptism
1. Two hind® of stork® - Excluded - Eph. 2s®
Included - Acta 10:34
2. Objection to Bap.* Likewise
Faith. Kno 5:28,29.
Repent. M»t 12*41
Jonah 3:10
Luke 17*7-10
I11* Conclusion - clan tried to worts out a plan of
salvation.
1* Physically - Babel?a. T«Fer...iiiienen,
H. Mentally - Greek and Homan Fhilosciphers
3. Morally - Bfforts to Keep Law

Failing In these - fteady for Christ

Benefit - Depends on Acceptance

1* Food - If not accept, body will die

$ Learning - If not Accept, mind will die
5. Splr* Life - If not accept* soul will die.
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that Shall I Do With Jesus? Mat. 2?t11-25.
Introduction
1. litstorical setting: Political
Religious

2. Trial of Jesus.
1. Sketch Life to Bap.
2. Opposition - Phar.
Sad.
Harod!ana
5. Method* to Destroy
1. Belittle hi*. Jno 1:43*46
Mk 6:1
Uazarene - Tara of Scorn
2. Entrap Slim * Mat. 12:1
22:15-
5. insist - Put Him to Death*

St. 25, 24f 25 and 25:5,4
IX. Discussion

1. Passion Weak
1* Heview each lay. (Sea Bib. Geog.)
2* Betrayal and Arrest.
5. Trial
1. T'Custom to Release - Christ

Sarah.
2. Popular Demand
5. Pilate's query - Our Text
4. Shifts Hssponslbility - *See ye to it.*

2. Same bastion Confronts Every One.
1. Can't be nautral - can't Evade * Hat.12;30
Phil, 2:9,10
2 Cor 5:10
2, Other ©an and issues can be disregarded.
5. Can't Oat Hid of Christ - Judas, Pater, Pilate
4. Would have to destroy *
History, Records - Tablets - Buildings e-
monuments * Caskets - *A Step in Jesus.*
5. Reject His Word - Reject Him.
6. Consequences * Mk, 8;50; .Mat. 10:32; .vivievivieiieennnn,
| Pet 2:6-0; Mat 21:42;
Il thea. 1:7-9
XI1. Conclusion
1. What Shall I Bo with Jesus?

2. What Will He Do with He?
Song: *What Will lou Do With Jesus?*
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EeriftMftfi slid not h»«iUU to preach n eer$a<m more
then «>»8et if«& when a member la the oudteaee had heard It
before* fhis 1» seen la Ms print#',! volame** This «ts
possible largely feeeeoee his preaching «** not on a resident
b*«l«# bat preeminently in evmgeUetie revivals* Further-
mmore, he Maintained that if a temn i» e*H prepared «m]
worthy of )Hila$ heard om Mae, it should he “eed for «*ny
oeeeeifttfte* Mi« preparation for a «oe«K$ os# nearly eleay*

included editing end revision¥*

V. AlMi-aullvkK

Haraelalm, ft #8woai wore predominantly arranged on
the baai« of the subject matter. Ee selected materials
primarily *t» dictated by their relative importance in the
Bible* Hie under#tanking of dad*® word led hiss to vie*
the universal need of mankind for salvation. To that need,
ha applied the *divinely-given™ solution of the gospel of
Christ. Bine© a peroentege of every audience had not
aoeeptoc! it* provisions* Har-iemn fait that no specific
adaptation In arrangement van needed in most of his evangel-
istic a©mens.

However, whenever a special problem arose, such as
religions division, falsa teaching, or an Indifferent
attitude among a majority, he prepared hie message to meet

the le*ue* On such occasions, Ms sermons best show
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94
evidence of an application of Cicero’s concept of disposition,
as discussed earlier In the chapter* The reader detects
indications of careful proportloncaente Hardeman9* 1933
Tabernacle meeting included several semens which well
Illustrate this*25 A general purpose of the meeting was
to combst a growing unrest within the church concerning
the doctrine of millenniallsm* Hegar-ling it as only a
human theory itbout sufficient Biblical authority and
basis* Hardeman zealously opposed the doctrine* Most of
the sermons in the series war© related to the question of
miHenriallam* The following sermon titles are indicative
of Hardeman’s adaptation in the series of aeraonss Kls the
Gospel* as God Gave It, Adapted to Man* as God Made Hint*
"Unity Among Brethren*” “"Essentials end Hon-Essentlala**’
"Tiie Spirit of Christ,” "The Blood-Bought Institution of
the Hew Testament*" "The Establishment of the Kingdom**
and ,,Pre25illennialims.,

The sermon on *Freedllenuialiam*"™ may be cited
as an example of Hardeman’s purposeful disposition of
material* He first met the issue by defining the word*
npress!llennialism** followed by a frank reference to the

man who had figured prominently in advancing the doctrine.

Buoh strategy put him In full grip with the Issue. To make

S««ao»8. V.
2® Sermons* IV* 149-166*
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it acre clear, he went on to explain and detoribe the
doctrine fullye The body of the ssmon was then a massing,
expanding, and emphasising of ©vlJanes and argument# The
arrangement was particularly adapted to an audience partially
consisting of people who believed in a future thousand year
reign of Christ upon the earth. That adaptation Is shown
in Hariesaan*s repeated references to the main advocate of
the doctrine among the Churches of Christ* The following

are typicals

The leading spirit sponsoring this doctrine
among the churches of Christ has been Brother B. H.
Boll of Louisville, Kentucky. Bis teaching it
among the people of God, has disturbed their peace
and led to a number of thin-3 rather bitter in
their nature and threatening to the unity of the
body of Christ*

then, friends, 1 want to talk to you to-
night about the serious consequences of this
pratalllennial theory, or Bolliwa, as sometimes ifcfs
called* And yet Itfs not peculiar to Brother
B. H Boll. 1t started in a»lsrn times by old
$1X1lam Miller, book in 1345, at the beginning
of Adventism* It was brought on down the line by
Charles T Russell, by Judge Rutherford, and
others, end L H. Boll is but a company with
speculators.”

Pour times in the somon Hardeman quoted directly
from the writings or Boll. Bach time, the evangelist
contracted those writings with quotations from the Bible.

Thus, the proofs were disposed into place effectively™*

27 149%*
£8 Bald.. 163.
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On other occasions he adapted his arran“ment to
the audience in discussing such subjects as religious
unity, the church, denominationslts*, and church history*
Hardeman disposed hie material to fit the elreussstaneee

on those occasions*
vw* aumutix

B* Hardeman arranged hie sermons according to
the general principles of accepted speech organisation*
He used forms of homiletlcal order that were adaptable to
evangelistic prencblng* Although the structure was not
always apparent, his sermons were never without clear
organisation* He arranged Ms material according to
importance of the subject matter predominantly, and adapted
or disposed it on the basis or specific need whenever the

circumstances warranted it.
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SCTLB

I. IHTBOfSICTIGI

People speak to oomaamicate ideas. The effective-
ness or the transfer of ideas depends not only upon the
speaker*s Invention and arrangement of ldeas, hut also
upon the language employed. This expression of ideas la
called style. It Is a medium through which a speaker
secures & desired response by making his ideas acceptable.

throughout the series of operations
involved in the preparation of a speech, the
speaker uses and works with words. He relies

upon a process of symbolic formulation - a

process which Imposes severe demands of

accuracy, specificity, and clarity upon lan-

guage. Hie extent to which a speaker*a

control of meanings through words is success-

ful will be revealed when he finally delivers

his speech. The expression which he then

gives to his ideas, together with whatever

rhetorical devices he uses to enhance effective-

ness, may be called his style.1

To be effective, style must be capable of opening
the minds of the listeners to the specified subject* The
speaker mustfirst have an lIdea worth advancing. He next
needs a clear comprehension of the Idea. Another valuable
component of effective style is a desire to commmicate.

Ha must then be willing to adapt it to the speaking situation

1 tester Thonssen, and A* Craig Baird, Speech
Criticism (Kew York: The Ronald Fress Company,~TI3IT, 429.
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1 In attempting to analyze the use of language, a
certain amount of arbitrary division is necessary* Cicero
maintained that style cannot actually be separated from the
content or matter*g Tat, he went on to analyse style separ-
ately* Similar division Is required in studying the style
of K. B. Hardeman* The following qualities of style are
selected as guide-posts for effective analysis: clarity,
appropriateness, and embellishment* Although these same
qualities are sometimes discussed under other terms by speech

writers and critics, the basic factors are identical.
1. CIJiRIVt

This quality of style has always been recognised as
one of the most important* The expression of thought must
be clearly understood by the audience. The first prerequi-
site to clarity of style Is that the speaker have a clear
understanding of his own ideas. Prom there, clarity is
enhanced by simplicity of sentence structure, illustration
and example, orderly sequence, and summaries*

Of the various qualities of style, Hardeman excelled
in clarity« His own clear understanding of his Ideas contri-
buted much to the effectiveness of each sermon* Having been

well prepared by a complete inventive process and orderly

& 3%+ Sutton, translator, Cicero Be Oratore
(Cambridge, Hass: Harvard' University fressT~E”™) *T1, 17,



FhkAk o1 » & 1 # e e e

*hk xxxxkk He MW iN ¢ wM a *w
Efc* o ¢ e Yot Ktf L«x»i; iV
m bttzia&spm zm*4. %?*w$* "k *&<*
» i w X S *x*owf
S2r0. -l KR e « ) > '? -l s . m @
> m:=5 0« ffr£i.,sv "> fco*

- ofrv. & I r.J jo ok < B w *RRL> g*o 4 .0 a i



99
arrangement, his somons did not result in obscurity of
thought# Thor© was no inoaharant rambling# Ha began with
a definite purpose and a complete graap of the ideas to be
presented# Throughout, there was a simple continuity# His
line of thought was easily followed because it was clearly
presented# Hardeman did not strive for an artificial smooth-

ness# Clarity resulted largely from the simplicity of the
measage and Its presentation.

Regarding sentence structure in Hardemanls sermons,
no one characteristic predominated# He used simple, complex,

and compound sentences# Many of them were extremely long,

All of the wealth of the earth falls to satisfy
the longings of the human soul, and X put It
down as a principle to-day and challenge a study
of its The greatest happiness and the sweetest
associations of earth are not mong those that
are clad in purple and fine linen, that fare
sumptuously every day, and dwell In palaces deco-
rated and adorned, all of which suggests the Idea
that love and quietude and peace of mind are not
dependent upon wealth or our station in life#0

X regret more than X can ever express to you
the fact that after this movement of restoration had
shaken this entire earth and made men sit up and
take notice of the fine principle, every plank of
the platform of which was based upon a "Thus smith
the Lord,” by and by a very lamentable occurrence
transpired, and that was the introduction into the

$# B. Hardeman, Hardemanla Tabernacle Senr-onis
(hereafter referred to as”™erm'onsi 8ashvilies ~GospeX
Advocate Company, 1925), iT, I'"7#



v at Hi

me 4 ’«ii *\ mim Cma** ‘sm*i

»*Ji @ turn* mam * He ? t&aoit&WtKFT JbainmA//

FhSkkefe ., L, KABFOK? .. ... o MOHL.. oo, . XTSI
EE£H IO *»"  -\i .1 -Vil lib <> *2%] >
e*& ' M XauXNMu* fr;, *e>e CEj».i3 *<zm

f m A o, *1 et e £1FF

e*XNii* JbMUf @ ** olitlTAIM likdfi niBd oft

, 1.'ol iio«awti,to fttoft xv 7 a iftak **»09&&$0* uioco”Niv# fco*

8»0*E£#F tul IXItT
0*bf 9%(c 40l. TN jo £Xo 9mopk.Vvfet .in* fc«r*n-
$HE <m* hftJUl "to *t>e

ni aoJti«#fl ifXtaaw mg$» $amb&*g*b

v. CJ SteftifOO *i«90 ft#® x<fiftilu O10l1." I

, L. vem i-l vijr. e C ejivw  .m. * :
1 «*# *jwfc x ;* 9N Niqo<terin



100

service and worship of a thing untaught in the
i*ew HitMient Scriptures/*

Qoea*lonally, such long sentences sere followed by equally

striking short sentencea* Any deficiency resulting from the
use of long sentences was well compensated for in his deli-
berate delivery.

Illustrations and examples greatly enhanced Hardeman*s
clarity of style# He was master of making ideas clear by
reducing them to common terns. He onm said,

It was a peculiar phase of Christls

teaching to base the lesson upon things with

which people were acquainted! and unless you

and | can talk about the gospel in terms

familiar to us# it la a matter simply of

speculation, and even declarations without

much profit#

In a sermon on the “Evolution of the Gospel/* he
first referred to the parable of the sower which was taught

ft
by Jesus,” to illustrate the successive stages of Godla
revelation# Hardeman then exemplified it by the follow -
ing Illustration*
We are, Just about this time of the year,
ready to pitch our crops; arU | want you to note

the different stages in which a crop of com, for

instance, exists. Every gaol farmer, and those .that
- mm |ook after matters as they' should, last fall, at

gathering time, selected their seed corn. How came
them to do it? They had in purpose the 1925 crop,
and the seed selected has beer* kept In a state of

purpose and preserved all during the winter months,
sheltered and protected and guarded. But along

Semens, |, 269#
Sermons, |1, 96#
Luke 815-1%.
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about now- at least In a Taw more days, there is
going to be a second state of the 1923 crop of corn*
The seed will be taken out of the granary and put
into the ground, committed to the kindly bosom of
Mother Earth* And when the farmer does that,
casts his seed into the ground, he does not sit

up all night and watch it, but, just like the
Savior says, he goes ahead, sleeping and rising,
night alter night, day after day; and while he is
going ahead with his ordinary routine ©Of life,
that seed geminates, springs and grows up, and
he does not understand exactly why it does It;
neither does Professor Morgan up at the University
of Tennessee; but it will do It all right enough,,,
and then the earth brings forth fruit of herself*

From this illustration, Hardeman led his audience to under-*
stand the evolution of the gospel in the corresponding
stages; purpose, promise, prophecy, preparation, and per-
fection*

In the 1942 series of sermons, he used contemporary
historical events to illustrate the general lack of concern
toward warnings against apostasy* Only the week before, he
had talked with the Secretary of State, Cordell Hull* The
evangelist told his audience,

Mr* Hull was exceedingly serious* He said;
"Hardeman, back in *33 and *34 and *35, X saw
the gathering of this great conflict just as
clearly as | ever watched th© accumulation of
clouds* | did ®y best to warn the people ©f
America of th© coming tragedy, but they were as
the somnambulist walking along th© mighty preci-
pice, unmindful of the terrible danger that lay
just one step beyond*n The same principle Is
true regarding the church* Paul may warn,
preachers may read what he said, but the church
pays little attention.8

Sermons, I, 97*

B
Sermons, V, 124, 125*






For greater clarity, Hardeman employed Biblical
passages quit© often for illustrative purposes# In
teaching on the *Unity of the Church,* he made the follow -
la. observetlon from another parable of Jesus:

Every Illlustration In the Bible emphasizes

the oneness of the church. Take the leeson of the

vine and the branches, and it Is in perfect harmony

and in absolute accord with the oneness of heavenls
truth* Bl «a the true vine, and my Father Is the
husbandman*.««! um the vine, ye are the branches."”

Between Christ and Christians there is that close,

that unique, that identical relationship that exists

between the vine and every branch emanating therefrom#
hvery branch is identical in character, in Kind, in
fruit, and in its prospect and hope in the by and
by#®

Hardeman was careful not to overload his sermons with
ilflustrations and examples, lest the content became a series
of non-toiblical stories exclusively. Be effectively clarified
his doctrinal propositione with the needed amount of
ilflustration.

Hardeman*s sermons were almost completely void of
aumtaaries. Such devices could have been used to make his
preaching more clear. This deficiency was mitigated same-
what by his orderly sequence of presentation. As was noticed
in the preceding chapter of this study, his method was to
continue &logical expansion of the idea to the end of the

sermon# This orderly development of thought added mzxoh in

3 Sermons. I, IBS#
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In suiklng hi8 ©arsons clear ami understandablee The sonson

thesis was thereby ispreased upon the audience*
in* utmomiktnmé&s

effective style In preaching depends much on the
adaptation of language to the occasion, the audience, the
speaker, and the serscon itself* This quality of style is
especially important to the speaker when there is a persua-
sive goal involved* AIll phases of the composition must be
appropriate to the entire speaking situation*

The first phase to be considered in Hardemanls adap-
tation is his word choice, or correctness* He once said
that, uClearness of thought and accurate selection of words
are essential to the expression of truth*He was thus
aware of the importance of good usage* His language in
preaching, demonstrated the application of this statement*

Hardeman’s speech was characterised by common language*
It was correct, but not precise* die extemporaneous manner
was adapted primarily to the immediate audience* Occasion-
ally ho made use of a conversational technigue. In a seraon
entitled, "God’s Foolishness Vs. Man’s Wisdom,” Hardeman
was discussing the method which God used to aid the lIsrael-
ites in conquering the city of Jericho* After reviewing

the pertinent facts, ho continued by saying,

10 Sermons, 1V, 38
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ftas it. foolishness with sen? Absolutely*
Did it look silly? Was it a weak thing? Indeed
so* And yet what about it? It beat all the
battering rams and the mighty guns that the world
has ever seen. It worked, and down the walla ohms*
Ibat is the philosophy? God*3 hand was in it all.
The po-er and the virtue were not In the footsteps
around the city, nor yet In the trumpet that was*
sounded, nor yet in the shout of the people, but
were inherent in God Almighty, who, according to an
eternal principle, never bestows a blessing until
man does what he tells hiss*11

This paragraph exem plifies Hardeman’a informal
language. He spoke in terms which were easily understood
by his auditors. His selection of cession words and sane
colloquialism was deliberate. Bis word choice was neither
exact nor crude, but was common and understandable. On
one occasion he illustrated the two extremea in word choice

of the exact and the crude;

So he took the letter and, with the aid of
a dictionary, carefully studying it for a while,
called the patron and aaid, " ...’Tour Uncle James,
being advanced in years and beingdebilitated,
physically and intellectually, by reason of the
frailties that attach to the encroachment of seni-
lity, and having suffered severe financial reverses,
in a moment of temporary dementia, precipitated his
own semis©Jw "l think that is it, but in American
language here is what it means, ’Your Uncle Jim got

olfd, lost his wad, went nerta, and bumped himself
off..-12

Hardemanls language was well adapted to the occasion
of evangelistic preaching. He appealed to his religiously-

inclined hearers by use of Biblical language, names, phrases

Sermons, |, 169.

12 Sermons, 1V, 50.
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and quotation*. They cam© to hear preaching. Hardeman
did not disappoint them. Word* which wore rare in popular
usage, became common when token from the 1611 King James
Version of the Bible, quite ofton ho expressed his own
sentiments in the exact language of the Scriptures.

I hove not com© to you brethren to preach
myselfj for, in the language of Faul, nwe preach
not curselwe®, but Christ Jesus the Lord* and
ourselves your servants for Jesus* sake. | a&ss.

debtor both to the Crooks, and to the Barbarians;
both to the wise, and to the unwise. So as ssuch

as in n® is, | am ready to preach the gospel to
you* who are of Nashville, and who will from tide
to time, | hope, be glad to favor me with your
presence, your prayers, ami your interest in every
way. *

Hardeman effectively adapted his use of language to
the audience. This was not difficult for him, since his
environmental background was much like that of most of his
hearers. There were no noteworthy differences between
his own natural usage of language In western Tennessee
and that of his ftashvllle audiences in the central part
of the state.

There was no detectable change in style in Hardeman*s
preaching. Whether evangelistic, hortatory# or didactic,,
his sermons were similar in the type of language used. The
major difference was in the verses of scripture which ho
gquoted. In thom his adaptation was clear. He also used
language appropriate to himself. He never assumed an

15
Sermons, Il, 55.
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affected air* In all of these aspects of Appropriateness,
Hardeman constantly adapted his style to the total speaking

situation*

V. ttBBLUSMBXT

Quintilian once said that, *T® be a good speaker It
is sufficient to say what is necessary* only the really
eloquent speaker car; do this in ornate and appropriate
languageetfl* 1Ihile he encouraged speakers to embellish
their style with impressive figures of speech, at the same
time he discouraged their over-use.

The usual result of ovainattention to the
niceties of style is the deterioration of our
eloguence. The main reason for this is thatthose
words are best which are least far-fetched and give
the impression of simplicity and reality* For
those words which are obviously the result of care-
ful search and even seem to parade their self-
conscious art, fail to attain the grace at which
they ala and lose all appearance of sincerity
because they darken the sense and choke the good
seed by their luxuriant overgrowth.1®

7. 3* Hardeman did not consider himself as an artistic
speaker* £e classified oratory into two groups* that which
was characterised by sublimity of expression by use of
figures* and the other, by sublimity of thought.¥6 Ee felt

that his speaking was described better by the latter of the

N M E* Butler, translator, The Institutes of Oratory
2L tillan (hew forks G. P. FutnsJPli Sons, 1922), ilY, i&o*

16 Ibid.. 189.

Interview with K* B* Hardeman by the writer,
lecomber 19, 1951, at Henderson, Tennessee.
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two groups* Yet, h© did m&® impress!lvO us© of language
when the occasion warranted it. An editor of a religious

periodical made the following caes«©nt after attending the

1927- revival:

He at no time posed before his audience
as an actor seeking to attract the people to
himself Instead of to the message he was delivering,
but ©very movement end his entire demeanor wee
characterised by the very essence of simplicity
and humility. The people were deeply impressed
with the feeling that the epoaker was not relying
upon himself, but upon the word of God* It is
true that occasionally there were outbursts and
flights of eloquence that lifted the audiencea
into realms sublime, but it was easy to see that
these Mre not studied efforts, the stock in
trade of the professional actor* They were simply
the spontaneous expressions of a soul on fire for
the salvation of menel

Both the appraisal by Hardeman for himself and this
Impressionistic comment of an editor seem to fee confirmed
when reading Hardeman*b sermons* Very few metaphors,
similes, and hyperboles were used. The following simile
exemplifies his development of such into a well-rounded
illustrations

Why ought man to study? Pus to the fact, first
of ell, that the Bible, unstudied and unsearched,
Is like unto a min© unworked and undeveloped* -The-
great 'Klondike region of today, pouring forth riches
from its veins of gold, is the same Klondike that
has been there throughout the generations and centuries
that have passed* but for years and years it remained
unprofitable, undeveloped, unattractive, without
benefit or usefulness to mortal man; but whan the
search was mad®© by digging into things that were
therein hidden and buried, treasures came forth and

F* 12 Smith, Extracts Concerning the Preacher,
in Sermons, XI, 51*
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streams of wealth flowed out that have enriched
the world* *

Hardeman occasionally made use of embellished language,
as shown in hl$ description of the death of Moses%

He stands, if you please, one hundred and
twenty years young, with his physical force un-
abated, with the same eagle eye that gassed into
the eye of old Pharoah forty years before* Look-
ing to the right, Moses could view the entire
land that glided away toward the great Arabian
desert* Northward there was old. Mount Henson,
veiled in sisty clouds, towering above the
surrounding country* Then as he oast a wishful
eye beyond Jordan*s atomy banka, he saw the rich
fields of Canaan, the silvery streams, and the
M illag valleys* When he thus befc&ft the subll&est
sight over viewed by mortal Mian, God laid his hand
upon his heart, amt, without a pain, an agony, or
a sigh, Closes fell asleep* (Sod buried hi® in
s0es© lonely spot, unmarked, unknown, that his tomb
might never be desecrated, that his body might
sleep in solemn silence until the trump of Ood
shall sound and all the ransoased be gathered home*1®

Other devices of an ornate nature which Hardeman
employed were rhetorical questions and the construction of
sentences out of natural order* He used the former wery
frequently, in diallonging the attention of his audience*
Of the latter, hia use was deliberate rather than acciden-
tal* Typical of this construction are these sentences*
"Many people there are who think they can be saved upon

: . SO
their uprightness of moral character;* and *1 also hope,

Ssmona |, 29*

19 Sermons* XI, 45,44%*

0 Samoa*« V, 94



*Modi oft o <t of

fmurufi m mionritfr* a» .
* IS .1-

si.l

NSV Fasr*#t * *14 @l k >
o tiftttftj&a* «*tf > ;W r Ny, e ?2\v> UnM

n NrxfarsM* $* t* mEym Ry



109

ay brethren, we will not bo asha&ed to stand up before dying

»3n and toll the story of the cross, regardless of opinions
21

contrary* In the first sentence, the subjective complement

preceded the verb instead of following it in the usual order*
Similarly, the order of the adjective, ncontrary,? is altered
fraa It# usual position frees the noun*

Another Torso, of embellishment which Kurd**©an used was
in a figurative reincarnation of Biblical writers for* the
purpose of emphasis*

How, will you let Matthew stand aside for

a no&inixt and let me present Mark in the witness

chair for your study? ttMark, what have you to
say about it?** He says: ™iardesaan, siy deposition

has been taken, and you will find it upon the
files of heavenls chancery* and as | said then,
so say | now, and of shat |I then declared | bid

you do and see*" %&b
V. StiXKIift

Although a few defects in style have been cited in
H* B* Earde&an*a semens, the total effect of the language
which he used enhanced his preaching* It was characterised
by a eosaaon”touch quality that the audience understood* His
choice of words was correct in usage and appropriate to the
total speaking situation, filth clear thoughts, Bardesan

projected them with clarity of expression* Bis style, like2

Semens, |, 86.

Seraona* |, 107
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CHAPfbh VXX

DELIVERY
X* iraCDUCtIOK

Hence defined delivery as "that constituent of rhetoric
concerned with oral and visible expression.””™ A study of a
speaker’s delivery therefore ssust deal with such considerations
as method of speaking, voice, and bodily action. Speech
critics have placed varying measures of emphasis upon delivery.
Cicero described delivery as wthe dominant factor in oratory,”®
yet he was relatively brief in his discussion of it as a con-
stituent of rhetoric. The modern view toward delivery |Is
seen in the following statement by Toonssen and Baird*

Once the speaker takes the floor to develop
an idea, so have a right to expect a lively enforce-
ment of Me thoughts. He Is there to aamountcate
something worth passing on. Delivery serves as a
tool by which to enhance the Impressiveness of the
eomaunication; it is not the focus of attention*

If it were, it would be a distraction. There are
places where men assemble to appreciate vocal
artistry in its own right, but the-plafcfora of the
public speaker is not one of them.45

1
Kenneth a. lienee, "The Elements of Rhetorical Theory

Phillips Brooks,w Speech Mono”rapha» V (1938), 37.

£e \&* Sutton, translator, Cicero De Cratorc,(Cambridge
M assachusetts* Harvard University Freea,” *I13T8}, 11, 189*

Lester Thonaeen, and A. Craig Baird, Speech Critic lari
(Lew York* The Ronald Press, 1940), 446.
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This study presents more then ft short survey of
fu b* Kardeiaanl®© Impression on the casual listener* It
attempts to present ft “faithful portrait* of the evangelist*
this was accomplished by considering the factors ehl!leh had
an Influence upon his finished speeches* They ware* taode

of delivery, voice, and bodily action#

I1*  MODE OF DSLXVSKK

Hardeman used the axtempcraneous manner of delivery
exclusively. He leaned heavily upon the mental quickening
produced by the presence of an audience* Upon being asked
if ho ever wrote his sememe out in full, Herdsman answered,
"Ho, it takes the audience to fill in the words*®4 His
delivery was characterised by a freedom of expression*
Having made careful preparation, aa seen in the study of
his invention and organisation, he relied upon the main
ideas and the occasion to suggest the language to be used*

The extemporaneous method of delivery also permitted
now ideas to be injected Into the sermons during delivery*
This important factor in preaching was described by Broadust

In the act of delivery, the extemporaneous
speaker has in ©nse advantages* *-ith far greater
case and effectiveness than if reading or reciting,

he can turn to account ideas which occur at the
tisae ***¢ Any man who possesses, even in an humble

Interview with K, B. Hardeman by the writer,
December 29, 1951, at Henderson, Tennessee*
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degree, the fervid oratorical nature, will find
that after careful preparation, ease of the noblest
and Host inspiring thoughts he over gains will come
while he is engaged in speaking* |If, full of hie
them ani Impressed with its importance, he
presently secures the interested and sympathising
attention of even & few good listeners, and the
fire of his eyoa acmes reflected back to theirs,
till electric flashes pass to and fro between them
and hie very soul glows and biases and flames,

he cannot fail sometimes to strike (Hit thoughts
store splendid and more precious then ever visit

his mind in solitary musing*

Hardeman spoke extemporaneously in a very effective
i&anaer* His speech was conspicuously free of vocalised
pauses. Although he modestly asserted that hie language
was not as smooth as If it had been carefully written out,
his contemporaries often commended bis effective speaking*
One of his close associates who often heardhim preach,

L. Briganee, vividly described Hardemanls extemporaneous

technique:

Sfaen he gets on his feet before an audience,
it seme to set all of hi© mental machinery

to work, and his thoughts ftmm rapidly and
clearly, and he is never et a loss for words
to express them. Be speaks with great ease,
entirely free from self*eoneoiouaness, and -
in language that the humblest can understand*”

................. John- A Broadus, On the Preparation and Delivery of
Persons (new end revised erfi£Ton 'by I*h# veatiierspocskf Kaw
SorK: Harper and Brothers, 1k44), 5H7*

6 H* b* Hardeman, Hardeman*s Tabernacle Sermons (here*
after referred to as Sermons; haeViVlIf©:' 1;dapel”Tdvocafee
Company, im )» |1, 4%

? L* L* Brlgance, wSketch oi the Author*# Life,"
Sen&ona* 11, 19*
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Hardeman was careful not to destroy the advantage©

of the axfca&poraneous method by Inex'factive use. nTh®©
temptation to allJit preparation, and to substitute a
pleasing manner for depth of thought 'has beetle the opprobluic

of extempore preachers; and it must be admitted that the
tt
danger ia i“inent#,n He prepared ©aoh atraon Eifch care,

asking effective use of logical proof* The contents of each
stmoo were arranged in outline form, A "sameness* in ex-
pression* as described in the following paragraph* can be

observed in Hardeman's preaching?

Helato4 to this ~/Ehe temptation to alight
preparation”™ 1» the ™"great saiaenes»? Into rshiok
extempora&eou* preachers fall* “They repeat the

thoughts and the same trains oi* thought
and at length almost the &n& semens; and tills
they do without being conscious of it*eeeHie evil
la so disastrous* that there should be constant
effort to avoid It.w*

This criticism* in reference to Hardeman's preaching* is not
applicable to the main body of his ideas and expression* A
*'sameness* is easily noticed in some minor aspects, ©*g*f

in his use of transition sentences. The following are

typical? "How think of sotm other matters;* be it

Fred Jackson Barton* Sodas of Delivery in American
Homiletic Theory in the Eighteenth and nineteenth Centuries*
(Unpublished Doctor's dissertation* State University of
lowa* lowa City, 1949)* 11, 442-44E* Within the quotation
ho quotes from Jamas Wr Alexander* Thoughts on Preaching*
1861*

% 1bid
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remembered, friends*«e;” *tet me pa-/, ladles and gentlI™~"~n*. *;"
then, let’s pass down the lino;* *$©w notae.*;* *$Mnk

again; afo«, may 1 just sail jour attention to thls...;r

"1 waist you to think just a moment.ee;" n%& watch the ncjtt
paint}'™ *Weil, you not© the mxt point...;* "Well, what’s

the next statement?;* wow friends, | want to submit to

you this simple thought*..;T "Well, what’s the next point?;3
ana *&ow, you ask what was.e*?* -These saleotlons illustrating
the sameness of expression which characterised Hardemanl8

us© of transition sentences, were drawn fro® only two somone.10
It was a weakness In his employment of the extemporaneous

method of delivery.
I11. VOICE

This analysis of Hardeman’a voice qualities was enhanced
by two feetores first, the writer has heard Mr. Hardeman
preach several times, Including one sermon of the 1012 series
in Ziashville. Second, the writer has tape recordings of two
sermons preached by Hardeman.11 The®© recordings wore used
extensively in this phase of the study*

Hardeman’s voice was one of his greatest assets.

It served him effectively as an instrument of persuasion.

Seamens* 1V, 167-191.

1 One recording was made in Lubbock, Texas, October

14, 1951: the other was made in Artosia, Hew Mexico, November
20, 1952.
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Alter hearing Hardenec. throughout the firafc Tabernacle
NVIYtl] a periodical editor wrote,
Mature has don© much for Hardeman In
beet©*1 n& upon hi® an almost e&iohless voice*,.*

Tila man of doi la, bey©»i any question, a

M ater ©1 assemblies, and sways his audience*

with an s&a* and grace of voice and ®«usa®n

that attracts and holds almost the breathless

attention of his auditors***

Hardasaan*a voice was moderately low In pitch. It had
a melodious, rich quality* Those vocal elements contributed
moh In making him very pleasant to hear* There were no
shrill, harsh qualities In his voice* The tones came forth
clearly. They were well Initiated through effective breath
control and vocal maehanlaai which was not unduly strained*
These factor® prevented ouch distractions as breathings®,
hareboots, and weakness* Hla tonal quality was augmented
by eood resonance. Thus the sound® were reinforced ads*
quately, providing; carrying power*

This full resonant quality in Hardeman*a voice
contributed to its penetrating power* Projection was an
outstanding trait In hit speaking* HS« *pleasent and well
modulated voice* ¢ecarried distinctly to the remotest comer

of the largest auditorium*”~ Another vocal quality. Inferred

in this quotation, was his adequate volume or Intensity*

** p* o Smith, "Extracts Concerning the ifresober
and Meetings,® Sermons* XI, 29*

briganoe, op* alt* 20*
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Karde&ian achieved susple volume through full use of resonance
and reinforcement rather than by a vigorous initiation. As
a result, the sounds sere not loui or noisy, but smooth sad
easily understood#

Another pleasant share*toriatic of Hardeman*s voice
was the pitch# lie had no distracting inflectional pattern#
A rhythmical singsong or "holy whine,r which has been character-
istic of naay evangelists la sokwi parte of the country,

not descriptive of Hardeman*s voice* He maintained his
normal pitch# This ensured the best tones* ‘There was no
undue tension in the voice mechanism* The inflection of
Ids voice was sell adapted to the speaking situation* It
nue moderate but not monotonous*

Hardeman*® rate of speaking was deliberate, with
an occasional Increase In tempo of short duration* Although
this was somewhat natural for him, he realised the need of
adjusting his rate to the audience else* “Large audiences
demand broader, less subtle, more powerful stimulation#”>*
Hardeman spoke more slowly and held hia sounds longer when
addressing a large audience*

Hardeman injected variation into his speaking by the

use or an occasional pause* lie employed the pause as a

14 Broadus, op* cit*, H6,

1R
Harry 3. Barms, Speech Handbook (Mew York:
tpentic#-Ball, Inc., 1$415, 747
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definite communicative device. It was not a hesitation*
He seemed never to be at a loan for words* He used the
pause immediately following a climactic sentence, giving
aisple time for the full force of the statement to be felt*
Use following quotation from one of his recorded sermons
is an example of his employment of the pause as a rhetorical
devicei

i1l scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is also profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, and for instruction; that the man
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto
every iood work.” /tl Tin* &t18*177 Christian people
believe that, and for that reason they have neither
creed, nor confession of faith, nor church manual,
nor anything of the kind, other than simply the Kew
Testament* And whore | would subscribe to some
man-made ritual it would be evident on its face
that | think the Bible is lacking somewhere* lienee,
X*vo got to supplement it by some book written fey
the bishops, or the doctors* or some great writer
of church manuals*

The evangelist's fluent delivery included a pleasant
rhythm. Thin resulted largely from his thorough preparation
and his attitude toward the entire preaching situation* He
had c”~reat assurance and confidence. There was no indication
of emotional instability, nervousness, or tenseness in his
delivery* There were no vocalised pauses to mar his smooth,
rhythmical expression of thought. Hie breathing was well

controlled, never interfering with the formation of sound.

Quoted from recorded scmen of I* B* Hardeman,
November 20, 1G&2, at Artec!*, Hew Mexico.
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fhus, he was able to speak fluently and smoothly, yot with
a pleasing variation*

Hardman*® articulation and enunciation usually
precis© and clear-cut. Each syllable gotits proper
emphasis, ©*g*, in the uorls Kour-i-al,K nu-su-al~X?**
and ?5anc-ti-fi-ca-tion,” Only at rare tints did he hurried-
ly speak in an inarticulate manner, ©*g., wEid~ju-ever hear
of tuoh confusion?* His pronunciation w&s generally accurate*

few exceptions to clear pronunciation did not aar his
precis© ©Opeach in any significant way* Kit speaking was
easily understood*

Although Hardeman*a us© of pathstla proof has been
analysed, it is important to review briefly the part played
by ills voice in exciting the emotional feelings of the
audience* His voice effectively supplemented the emotional
content* instead of concluding his sermons with extended
pleading® and emotional excitement, he chose to wove M|
audience with a quiet, communicative type of voice that
appealed to the feelings of the people* Tine emotional
guality in Ills voice was produced by a decrease In volume,
and an increase of ©motional fervor* It was a change from,
expulsive to effusive force* Instead of continuing to the
end of tii© sermon in a forceful minusr, he appealed to his
hearer® by clothing Ms voice In emotional fervor* this
ability to stress the pathetic appeal through manipulation

of vole© Km a great asset to his effectiveness™*
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iv. nmivt achos

A first censlderation In this part of tin* study of
Bardesaan’s delivery Is to sits the physical factors which
wore obvious to the audience. He was about six foot tall,
with a strong, solid build. B* weighed about one hundred
eighty pounds. His appearance was commending. His bearing
was marked with dignity and naturalness. In every way *he
looked his part.9 His posture was erect (even at the age
of 79 years), yet it wssnot stiff and formal. In habits
of dress, he was conservative and neat. Be did not believe
in setting himself apart from others by the wearing of
clerical garb.

k second factor concerns his movement on the platform.
Hardeman was never an actor, nor did he attempt to call
attention to himself through theatrical devices* Bis move*
isents were characteristically calm and deliberate. They
corresponded to the wood of the thought presented. He
managed himself In the pulpit with ease and grace. The
following description could well be applied to Hardeman’s
bodily action* *In a singular manner,” his ’hands, his
shoulders, the turn of his body.e.his posture, his air, and
in short, all his motions, were adapted to his language
and his sentiments.’§17

17 Thongsen, op. Pit.. 442
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Hardeman quite rarely gestured with his arms. When
he did move hia arm® in gesture, they were animated by
the thought at h&na. His most effect!v# bodily sofdaonti
&Rr@ oi the haad and should©ra. It was not a swaying,
reeling motion, Ble thought® war© supplemented by forceful
movements of the upper part of his body, which supported the
ideas with solidarity and drive. He maintained good eye
contact. Hie facial expressions effectively revealed the
Mood oi the mind. Hardemanla bodily action was spontaneous,
though conservative. There was no pacing fro® aide to aide.
Although he occasionally stepped to the aide of the pulpit
to ahem a feeling of desiring to get closer to hie audience,
he usually stood firmly behind the rostrum* His movements
wore deliberate and purposeful.

Hardemanls bodily action was relatively free of
isanne;: Isms. Non© were sufficiently obvious to detract from
ills effective speaking. He occasionally rested a thumb
in the trouser pocket. At no time did it become a dietractive
mannerism* His bodily action was conducive to effective

cojarmnication. e ———————
HARDEMAN, THE SFHAOR

The impression which Hardeman si&cie upon his audiences
was good* frobably the most belling factor In the total

communlcation was his ability to show a one-to-one
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relationship with each parson In hia audience# Each one
felt as if the evangelist had singled him out in personal
conversatlon.

Sincerity and conviction were very evident In the
speaking of the evangelist# Bis humility was an outstanding
trait as a speaker#

He at no time posed before his audience as an

actor* seeking to attract the people to himself

instead of to the message he was delivering* but
every movement and his entire demeanor was
characterized by the very essence of simplicity

and humility# The people were deeply impressed

with the feeling that the speaker was not relying

upon himself* but upon the word of Qod#"

hard©man*s delivery was marked by effective use of
the extemporaneous method# He spoke with case and natural*
ness. His memory seamed never to fail hiss# His voice was
deep* strong, and musical* and he employed It with adequate
variation and flexibility# bodily action supplemented til©
other factors of delivery effectively# In the words of

Quintilian as he described his concept of an orator,

Hardeman was *a good man speaking well.*5

16 : :
Fm *e Smith* nExtracts Concerning the Preacher,¥
bersso&B# Il = S1.
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CHUraK V III
mmulm oim u
i* i»r»oimcTioi

K* B* Sar-d#*i*it,s general effectiveness is examined
in this chapter fro© two viewpoints* First, an effort is
aada to summarise his oharactsristia qualities as an out-
standing evangelist* The selection of those qualities is
baiie4 upon observations stale in the preceding chapters* The
rhetorical constituents of invention, arrangement, style
and delivery in Hardeman9a sememe are reviewed* Secondly,
a general evaluation of his preaching is made, based upon
the IMsediate and subsequent responses of his audiences*
The combination of these two areas of investigation will
show the effectiveness of Hardemanls comaunication of

Ideas™
ii* snuMHY of mmmiQAiI™* qualities

In attempting to measure the effectiveness of Harden
cianla preaching, aone general observations can be made*
Although his educational background did not include extensive
training in the art of rhetoric, Hardeman did show excellent
ability in using methods and techniques which harmonised
with the accepted principles Of effective speaking* These

he gained from keen observation of human nature, from a few
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famal courses in sneaking, and from the reading of speech©®
or such orators as J. Bryan and sermons of successful
e~raivrelists* Throughout his own sorssons, Hardeman adhered
to sound principles or invention, arrangement, style and

delivery*

Invention* Underlying. N* B* Hardeman*© inventive
process of finding and analysing material for somons was
an ever-present purpose* That purpose was to preach the
gospel of salvation as revealed in the Bible* Stating it
in apostolic language, he said,

“When | came unto you then, brethren, |

came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom,

declaring unto you the testimony of God* For I

was detemined to know nothing among you, save

Christ and him crucified*” Such Is the sentiment

prompting ay presence this afternoon.l
'That purpose permeated all aspects of his sermon preparation*
It dictated the principal source of material for his preaching,
which was the Bible* Being wholly absorbed in that common
theme, he set about the task of faithfully and accurately
teaching the gospel to others*

His invention was enhanced by use of other materials.
which he employed for illustrative purposes* It included
references to history, geography, literature, personal
experience, and local events of interest* By weaving the

~ Un B* Hardeman* Hardemanls Tabernacle Sermon©

(hereafter referred to as Semohss SaaKvilYes..GospelAdvocate
Company, 1938), 1V ,9.



»

. ipi.:



125
facts and principles from those sources into the Biblical
theme, the evangelist was able to make his preaching more
understandable* This contributed much to hie effectiveness*

Hardeman also applied the long-accepted methods of
proof in a tailing mariner* These Included the logical, the
pathetic and the ethical* With outstanding intellectual
resources, he made extensive use of evidence and argument in
persuasion* Fla reliance upon scripture as the principal
source of evidence was based upon his faith in the Bible as
God*a revealed till* Supplementary to Biblical quotations,
Hardeman cited testimony from contemporaries of the Biblical
writers. Be utilised example# In an effective way also*

His preaching often consisted in the drawing together of
Biblical quotations to form a tighly-bound argument* His
logical proof included both inductive and deductive reasoning*
Hardeman placed great emphasis upon this for® of persuasion*
Be instated that hia auditors fully understand the Lordls
teaching, and that they should be convinced of its divine
truth* He once declared, rS2en ought to become children of
God because they are deeply convinced of the correctness

of their stop and fully aware of their dependence.”m

Likewise, Hardeman*s us® of pathetic proof was con-

sistent tilth accepted principles of rhetoric. It was woven

Sermons* 1V, 95*
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effectively into his arguments ana evidence* However, he
applied emotional appeal very moderately* Being neither
formal nor predominanily exciting, Ms preaQhlrrr waa enrlcited
by a generous use of feeling and appeal to the personal de-
sires and needs of people# In harmony with the views of
rhetoricians, Hardeman also demonstrated the importance of
ethical proof# Ho spoke authoritatively* Bis audiences
received him with confidence. He was a good man speaking

well*

Arrangement* Hardemanls craftsmanship of organisation
was a contributing factor to his general cffestivenass# With
a control theme running through each respective aemon, he
planned his addresses with good rhetorical order# He
arranged the material on the basis of audience adaptation
and Biblical emphasis# Generally, hie arrangement of material
was mad®© according to the importance of the subject matter*
This* choice resulted from his underlying conviction toward
the message of salvation which he was preaching* He used
ferns of hostiletioal order that mere adaptable to evangellatie
preaching. His only deviation from the usual proportions*ant
in organisation was his extremely short conclusion® without
ausw&ary# Yet, his method of explanation, expansion, and
amplification to a logical climax compensated for the short
conclusion# in general, the manner in which H&rieiaaii arranged

hi® sermon material was conducive to effective preaching*
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Style* K* S* Hardeman*® expression of ideas was
very effective, being clearly understood by the en&ienoes*
first, this was possible because the tnogfU st himself h*d
a clear \mJerstending of his own Haas* Having his sermons
well prepared, and with the main thoughts wall in mind, he
expressed his thoughts coherently and vividly. Clarity was
attained largely through simplicity of the message and Ita
presentation*

Mis style w&s greatly enhanced by Illustrations and
examples* Following the method of Jesus who tauht extensively
by means of parables, Hardeman often explained his message
In terms of common experience and knowledge. Thus he said,

It was a peculiar phase of Christ’s

teaching to base the lesson upon things with

which people were acquainted; and unless you

and | can talk about the gospel In terns

familiar to us, It is a matter simply of

speculation,~and even declarations without

much profit.0

Hardeman’s style was also appropriate to his audiences.
His speech was characterised b> common language* His style
was oomsion and unierstandable* There was an informality
of language which put him on common ground with Ms hearers,
ills style was similar in evangelistic, hortatory, and
didactic preaching*

Although Hardeman did not consider himself as an

artistic speaker, he did embellish his language with flights

Sermons* |1, $6.
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of oloquo&oo* Such eloguence was always employed In an
unaffected manner* Ha used metaphors, similes, and hypsr-
bolts only occasionally* Other ievleas of an ornate quality
which ha used war© rhetorical questions and the construction
of sentences out of natural order. Hie total effect of his

la&guago greatly enhanced his effectiveness*

Salivary» Hardemanla doiivcry was an asset to his
preaching* It blended well with his effective word selection*
He used the extsmporaneout method of delivery exclusively*
Hals permitted him to take advantage of the mental quicken-
ing produced by the presence of large audiences, there were
no vocalised pauses in Hardeman*& speaking. A minor de-
ficiency was noted in his rsamenessl of expression at times,
especially in his use of transition sentences, resulting
from his extemporaneous method*

frith, the aid of tape recordings of Hardeman*s px«ach-
ing, hia vocal characteristics were studied. Hia voice was
always an advantage to him in preaching. It was moderately
low in pitch, and had a melodious, rich quality* Thus he was
pleasant- to hear. There was a full, resonant quality in
his voice which aided much in pen©trating to remote sections
of extremely large audiences. Mis rate of speaking was
characteristically deliberate* He occasionally paused to

increase effectiveness. Hardeman spoke clearly, with precise
articulation and enunciation* U s voice served him well in

his proaching*
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B&rdeman9a delivery was also enhanced by hie bodily
action* Like his rate of speaking, his platform actions
were deliberate and meaningful* They corresponded to the
mood of the thought presented# With god ©y© contact,

M s thoughts were supplemented by effective gestures of
the head and shoulders prodeninantly* He was free of die*
tractlag mann©riim«™*

This summary of Mt B* Hardeman»a rhetorical qualities
serves to show that hia speaking was effective because of
Ms adherence to the time-tested principles of public
address# Only minor weaknesses were noted in his speaking*
As a rule, he effectively adapted his preaching to the
audience, occasion, and the evangelistic type of preaching#
By effectively using his natural gifts, he became one of

the most effective evangelists of his time.

I11. EVALUATION OF RESPONSE

The final measure of effectiveness deals with the
response mad© by audiences and by society in general#
This criterion goes beyond the technical perfection of
speeches'™ mlt deals with' the fundamental’'purpose of persuasion
which Is the changing of people9s minds and actions#
Oneimmediate response toward which all of Hardemanls
preaching was directed was for people to turn to Christ

for salvation, climaxed by a readiness to be baptised*
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facilities were always available* during the first Tabernacle
meeting la 1922, there were same two hundred people baptised,
In addition to suns twenty-five mconsocrations*4* In the
e
second series, in 1923, there were over one hundred baptism*#
].coords for the last three Tabornecle meetings are not
available. These figures show that Hardeman*s preaching
resulted in outstanding immediate responses.
Another type of response is seen in the following
paragraph, written after the 1958 series of semons*
The reactions following the meeting have
been favorable. There is a better feeling e/song
brethren in Hashville* A firmer stand is being
taken by many. All have been awakened to trends
arid issues# A number of private and semi-public
studies in premlllenniallam have been started
recently. There has boon more preaching on this
subject# Many seem to have decided that the only
way to settle this issue is to investigate it
and settle by the Divine Standard.6
Hardemanls effectiveness on those occasions la attested by
a careful reading of the sermons which were preached in tho
1958 series.
The demand that arose following each meeting for
copies of the printed sermons also indicated Hardeman* a
effectiveness as an evangelist of note. In '1928," the’

following paragraph was writtern

4 Editorial of the Sashvllle Tennessean. April 18, 1922.
a Hews item in la&hvllle Banner. April 22, 1923.
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So deeply was the public impressed with
not only the subject mattar of these discourses,
but with the clear and forceful presentation of
the subjects discussed, that an overwhelmlug
sentiment expressed itself for their preservation
in book tons - this, too, notwithstanding the fact
that it was $» 0# Hardeman'a third meeting in the
8Si« city and with practically the same audiences# '

In 1958, Hardeman touched on some of the general
effects of hia fomer revivals:

I am made this afternoon to recall soxm of
the Meetings or years gone by* It has been six-
teen and a half years since | first came to the
Hyman Auditorium, vttvila a wonderful maetittg was
held# That was followed by another in 1925% and
that meeting immediately followed by a discussion
of some points of difference among those who claim
to love the Lord# Then ten years ago, another
meeting was held# Most of the semens of each
meeting were put in book tom. The influence of
those meetings is, | think, yet going on* As I
recall, first of all, it made the brethren of
M ashviile conscious of their strength and who they
really were# X believe it told to the people of
M ashville and the great brotherhood far and near
who earnestly accept the faith once for all delivered
to the saints# And throug hout the length and
breadth of the land these have served as a great
encouragement to the cause of Christ#a

Other indications of Hardemanl® effectiveness have
been observed, eeg#, the repeated attendance of thousands
of pcoplej the confidence of church leaders to Invite him
to preach In five eity-wiue revivals in SaihvilU) and the
demand for his services throughout the country in evangelistic

endeavors#

P* f# E£nlthf *Forward,* Sermons* XXI# 7.

Seraona# XV, 27.






That d, bur :*nan was aft outstanding, effective
evangelist is shown, not only in hi® rhetorical qualities,
but also by indications of immediate and far-reaching responsese
for over fifty years he promoted the cause of Christianity
in the school and in the pulpit, 3y hie application of
sound rhetorical principles and by hi® extensive study of
the Bible, he arose to great popularity and usefulness as

ar. evangelist*
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