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Table five shows concentration of Mexican born residents in Albuquerque higher  
than forty percent broken down by census tract illustrated also in Map 5.  
 

Table 5 

Census Tract  Corresponding 
neighborhood 

Total Population  Total Mexican  Percentage 

6.03  La Mesa  5,109  2,243  43.90 
9.01  Trumbull  7,633  3,555  46.57 
13  San Jose  4,837  2,676  55.32 
14  Barelas  3,270  1,582  48.38 
45.01  South Valley  3,492  1,422  40.72 
Source: U.S Census Bureau adapted by author 

 

 

 

 

 

Map 5
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STAGE II – Transformation 

 Idiosyncratic character 

Very few signs or landmarks in Albuquerque will indicate the entrance to a spe-

cial zone.  Unlike places like Old Town and Nobhill that are strategically and purposely 

marked to announce your arrival at these places, such welcoming signs are not evident 

when entering the Zuni area in Albuquerque.  Carnicería façades with a picturesque 

painting of a quaint Mexican town in the foreground, a huge painting of the image of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe or a head of cattle with the branding initials of its owner in its hind is 

what greets you when entering this neighborhood (see figure 5.1).   

Individualization of Mexicano in this area is achieved mainly in commercial 

spaces by ostentatious facades and incorporation of Spanish language in storefront signs.   

 

 

Place Making 

Barriology 

Although Spanish signage is not as visible as in Los Angeles, CA and El Paso, 

TX, many businesses in the Zuni area show a sense of belonging in the area they occupy 

Figure 5.1

Iconography, Albuquerque
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by incorporating Mexican regional names into their businesses (see figure 5.1, page 70).   

By contrast to the previous case studies, murals are not frequently present in neighbor-

hood walls, murals are most exclusively seen in places of commerce adorning paleterias 

and carnicerias’ exterior walls.  Despite the lack of muralism Mexicanos are nevertheless 

asserting control over their neighborhoods through community celebrations and parades 

to create identity and create a sense of belonging.  Community parades like the Dia de los 

Muertos in the south valley and celebrations like Cinco de Mayo in the civic plaza help 

affirm barriology.  

Non-profit and community organizations are also helping immigrant groups rein-

force barriology.  For example, East Central Ministries, a Christian community develop-

ment ministry works in the neighborhoods of La Mesa and Trumbull on projects that al-

low residents to fully participate in the development of their community.  This organiza-

tion incorporates cultural relevance into their program. 

Spaces of representation 

Commercial activity catering to cultural need 

Figure 5.2 
Taco Truck,  

Zuni Area Albuquerque



 

72 
 

The different ways people use spaces result in spaces of representation.  Carnice-

rias and taco trucks provide a space where Mexican immigrants can produce different 

‘lived moments’.  

On any given night of the week, people gather around the taco truck enjoying a 

meal while conversing with other paisanos (people sharing same place of origin).  Trans-

formation of space happens usually at dusk, when the taco truck arrives at its preferred 

street corner, and opens for business for the night.  Many Mexicanos (myself included) 

will not otherwise regularly visit this part of the city during the day or at any other time 

when the taco truck is not there.  The transformation of the space happens on that particu-

lar sidewalk because of the social interaction taco truck customers have with each other at 

that time.  People usually stand alongside the truck, waiting for the order to come up, 

many spontaneous conversations are struck between customers, all in Spanish.  Custom-

ers continue with casual conversations as they remain in the vicinity of the truck to finish 

the meal.41 

Commercial space serving a social function 

 The Albuquerque’s State Fairgrounds located on the corner on Louisiana Boule-

vard and Central Avenue provide a space for social interactions for Mexican immigrants.  

In this case the fairgrounds take the space of the plaza, traditionally in pre-Columbian 

and colonial Mexico, a social function of the plaza was tianguis or a site of paseo.42  Ar-

reola (1992) describes the paseo as involving males strolling around the plaza in one di-

rection and females circulating around it in the opposite direction.   Although the paseo 

                                                           
41 Author’s personal experience 
42 Promenade, an activity inherited from Spain and practiced in Mexico in colonial times by the upper 
classes that lived close to the plaza, the paseo is still commonly practiced in Mexico. 
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was sometimes a daily ritual, more often it occurred on Sunday afternoons and also dur-

ing several evenings a week.  Today, plaza users have discontinued the paseo in its tradi-

tional form (courtship) although visiting the plaza on Sundays or weekday evenings con-

tinues in most of Mexico.  The tianguis is still a very popular activity practiced through-

out Mexico.  Significance of both the paseo and the tianguis is very much a part of Mex-

icano culture reproduced spatially on Saturdays and Sundays at the fairgrounds. 

Albuquerque’s carnicerias, paleterias and taco-trucks also provide spaces for socia-

lizing and often times provide a physical space where word-of-mouth information is deli-

vered (see figure 5.3).  Interior and exterior spaces of commercial spaces frequented by 

Mexicanos are apt for this type of information exchange.   

 

Recognition 

 Recent recognition of the Zuni area as the ‘International District’ has completed 

stage II and will move this area into stage III of the cycle of spatial production.   

City Council introduced resolution R-09-203 recognizing the area in and around 

Louisiana Boulevard between Central Ave and Zuni Ave as the International District (see 

Figure 5.3 

This figure advertises room-
mates wanted, household items 
for sale, appliance repairs, tutor-
ing and gym membership.  All 
are written in Spanish.  



 

74 
 

Map 6 ). The International District Resolution acknowledges that immigrants from Mex-

ico live in that community and that the commerce in and around the area caters to them 

and other residents of New Mexico.  Recognition of the “International District” as such 

came about as an effort to replace the “war zone” stigma of the area with that of a more 

attractive notion.   

 

 

Source: Google maps 

 

STAGE III –Displacement 

Government intervention: Zuni Area 

The introduction of Resolution R-09-203,43 which recognizes the Zuni area as part 

of the “International District” is a good example of how The City of Albuquerque as a 

regulatory body has recognized the uniqueness of the place and will play a significant 

role in the three-stage cycle.   

                                                           
43 See City of Albuquerque, Eighteenth Council. Legislation Text File #: R-09-203, Version:2 

Map 6 

International District
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The International district was created with the passage of Senate Joint Memorial 

24 in 200944 sponsored by State Senator Tim Keller and a Resolution was sponsored by 

Albuquerque City Councilor Rey Garduño.  Senator Keller in an interview with the New 

Mexico Business Weekly stated that: 

 “The whole international district idea is another step in helping people break down the 
perceptions that persist about the area and finding ways to celebrate its strengths”.45 
 

Nonetheless, the International District is part of the existing Near Heights Metro-

politan Redevelopment Area (MRA) Plan that is currently being expanded.  The expan-

sion which is currently under draft expands the original 1,010 acre MRA.46  Under the 

MR Code (3-60A-1:48 NMSA 1978) MRA designation allows municipal acquisition, 

ownership, lease and improvement of properties within the area to spur economic devel-

opment.  Incentives under the MRA offers private developers impact fee waivers, bonds 

and improvements financed through tax-increment financing that can possibility further 

displacement.  Money is currently available for such development; Senator Keller se-

cured $1.2 million in capital outlay funds in last year’s Legislature to finance improve-

ments in the district. 47 

 

 

 

                                                           
44See The Legislature of the State of New Mexico. 49th Legislature, First Session, Laws 2009.  Senate Joint 
Memorial 24, as amended. Introduced by Senator Timothy M. Keller. 
http://www.sos.state.nm.us/09Bills/SenJMem24.pdf  
45 Quote extracted from Kamerick (2009) article Neighborhood strives to replace ‘War Zone’ stigma with 
International District published in the New Mexico Business Weekly. 
http://albuquerque.bizjournals.com/albuquerque/stories/2009/03/30/focus1.html 
46 www.cabq.gov/planning/amra/pdf/draft 
47See Robinson-Avila (2009, May) article Businesses join forces in Albuquerque’s International District 
published in the New Mexico Business Weekly. http:// albuquer-
que.bizjournals.com/albuquerque/stories/2009/06/01/story5.html 
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Table 6 Analytical Tool: Zuni area 

    Stage I Stage II Stage III 
FORMATION  TRANSFORMATION 

 
DISPLACEMENT 

 
 

1. Penetration 

 Visible presence 

of Mexicanos √  
 Common lan‐

guage Spanish√ 
2. Barrioization 

 Neighborhood 
Conditions 

                     Cheap rents√ 
 Crime 

                     Bars on home √ 
                     Graffiti             √ 

 Negative land 
uses__________ 

4. Individualistic character 

 Bright color  

Scheme      √ 
 Religious   

                             Iconography  √ 
 Indigenous refe‐

rencing  √ 
 Spanish  

signage         √ 
                   Barriology 

Murals on neigh‐
borhood walls    
‐political____ 
‐religious___ 

 
5. Place Making 

 Spaces of Rep 
Spontaneous spaces of gathering 

Sidewalks√ 
Parks√ 
Music√ 
 

6. Recognition  

 Commercial ac‐
tivity catering to 
cultural needs 

Carnicerias               √ 
Street Vendors        √ 
Money sending services   √ 

 Commercial 
space serves so‐
cial function 

Information board      √ 
Sitting area                  √ 
 

3. Government agencies 

 Resolutions/ 

Ordinances √ 
 Plans√ 

 
4. Private sector 

 investment√ 
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III. ANALYSIS: Where is the Zuni area on the three-stage-cycle? 

  

 

 

Summary: 

Albuquerque is a panethnic city where Hispanics of different ethnic backgrounds 

are fused into one category. Albuquerque’s New Mexican landscape, distinguishable by 

Pueblo and Territorial style architecture, is altered, however, by the presence of Mexica-

nos in the city.  Analysis of the urban landscape highlights physical distinguishable dif-

ferences between Mexicano spaces and New Mexican spaces.   

Thus evaluating the Zuni area in Albuquerque using the three-stage model and 

drawing on insights from the previous case studies demonstrate that the Zuni area has 

completed stages I and II of the three-stage-cycle of spatial production.   Though the Zuni 

area has not fully completed the third stage of the cycle, some signs of displacement are 

surfacing.  

 

Formation

Transformation

Displacement

We are here!

Figure 5.4 
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 Chapter 6 

I. Conclusion 
 

Introduction of Resolution R-09-203 is a segue in the transition from the current stage 

in the cycle to stage III in the Zuni area.  The Mexicano cultural identity of the Zuni area 

is likely to become diluted as revitalization and redevelopment efforts continue in the 

area.  This type of government interference could lead to the displacement of the Mex-

icano residents in the area.  Furthermore, redevelopment practices in the International 

District have prioritized pan-Asian identity over any other ethnic group within the Dis-

trict’s boundaries.  Assertion of Mexicano spaces remains an effort left to the individual 

commercial spaces like the carnicerias and paleterias in the area.  

 
The Near Heights MRA expansion plan proposes a couple of redevelopment strate-

gies and specific projects that have the potential to transform the area into a “faux” dis-

trict, like those described on this thesis.  Particularly, Redevelopment Strategy 1 of the 

Near Heights MRA Expansion plan could facilitate in this transition.  

Redevelopment Strategy 1 will:  

Continue the area’s transformation into an international, multicultural 
“destination” to attract residents, employees and tourists from all over 
the city and even beyond.  The re-characterization of the surrounding 
area as the “International District” has been in the works for several 
years.  The idea is to replace the area’s existing depiction as a crime area 
in the media an on-line with a more positive image.   
 

The plan further explains the implementation of markers that will celebrate the in-

ternational identity of the Near Heights neighborhood as well as help create a sense of 
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place.48  The plan details the types of markers that can be utilized to achieve this (ie. ban-

ners or light poles, informative kiosks or artwork).   

Specifics into how this will be accomplished are described in Opportunity 

Site/Project #2: 

Improvements proposed in this project include a group of streetscape de-
signs and elements along three streets: Gateway, heritage markers, and 
other design elements at various corner locations would herald and rein-
force the entrance to the International District.49 

 

 The proposed markings in the International District have the potential to mix pan-

Asian and pan-Latino identities into something consumable to outsiders by branding it as 

international. This effort could further dilute Mexicanindad into the panethnic New Mex-

ican urban landscape chipping away at a sense of place that has been created.   These 

spaces will not be truly Mexican or truly Asian for that matter, they will be carved out for 

those communities giving them a sense of permission to be ‘exotic’ within the constraints 

of the boundaries. 

Displacement, however, does not have to be inevitable as the three-stage cycle of spa-

tial production shows, and cultural identity does not have to be faux.  As outlined in the 

model brought forth in this thesis, community empowerment can be an outcome in the 

third.  Community engagement in the planning process can be a powerful tool for a 

community to take control of development efforts. 

Policies and plans can either celebrate the Mexicanidad of a place as in the South El 

Paso case study, or obliterate it through formalization as in the case of El Mercado.   Pol-

icy recommendations are ways to achieve equitable development. 

                                                           
48 See Near Heights MRA Plan. pg 34 
49 Also in  Near Heights MRA Plan. pg2 
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Resolution R-09-31650 introduced by City Councilor Rey Garduño in 2009 is an ex-

ample of how policy can be an effective approach to redevelopment in the International 

District without displacement.  R-03-316 calls for the City to work closely with residents 

to develop a sector plan that serves the need of the neighborhoods within the International 

District.  

Community participation in the sector planning process is a tool available to help 

create a true transnational space that maintains Mexicano spatial practices with represen-

tations of space that reinforce and embrace it.   

 

II. Recommendations 
 

  The following are recommendations to aid in maintaining cultural identity and 

strengthen a sense of belonging in communities that are entering into the final stage of 

the model: 

 Community engagement component 

Public participation or involvement in the planning process by those who will be or 

could be affected by impending development is necessary in order to influence outcomes.  

Involvement means more than just gathering public input or inviting the community into 

the table as a gesture of courtesy.  In his discussion of the multidimensional public partic-

ipation model, Alexander (2008) expands on Innes & Brooher’s (1999) collaborative 

planning approach where public participation is integrated into the planning process ra-

ther than being complementary to the agency [government intervention] leading the pro-

posed development (p. 61).  This can take the form of community visioning exercises, 

design charrettes or taking part in designing the structure of the planning document. 
                                                           
50 See City of Albuquerque, Eighteenth Council. Legislation Text File #: R-03-316, Version:2 
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For the Zuni area collaborative participation could be achieved by: 

1. Formation of a task force to guide the planning process and serve as an advi-
sory body 

 
a. Task Force should include Mexicano residents in the Zuni area 

 
2. Include a cultural preservation element into the structure of the sector plan 

recommended in R-03-316. 

a. Provide input to the Capital Implementation Program (CIP) through 
the sector planning process. 

i.  Access to open/public space that encourages social interaction 
and integrates and celebrates cultural identity. 
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