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INTRODUCTION
On a wintry day in December 1961, my family and I moved into our newly completed house in
the bosque of what is now the Village of Corrales, Sandoval County, New Mexico. During our first
night the temperature dropped to minus 11° Fahrenheit but the valiant kerosene heater, the adobe
walls, and a foot of dirt on top of the roof kept us snug. Looking out the next morning across the
frigid landscape of sand, rice grass, drop seed, and small cottonwoods, I saw a Harris’s Sparrow
foraging over the handful of seeds I’d scattered the day before. In eastern Kansas, where we’d lived
for four years in the early 1950s, Harris’s Sparrows were common at feeders in winter so I was not
surprised at the observation. In the ensuing years, out of over 800,000 observations of birds I’ve
recorded in Corrales, only 16 of them have been Harris’s Sparrows. Clearly my concept of what to
expect in Corrales was under-informed.
I had little idea of what species of birds might live in the valley, how local birds change with the
seasons, or what species the migratory seasons would bring through our area. At that time the only
readily available reference was Birds of New Mexico by Florence Merriam Bailey (1929). This 807page volume was based upon fieldwork, beginning in 1889, by Mrs. Bailey and her husband Vernon
Bailey of the former U.S. Bureau of Biological Survey, and by a number of other federal workers.
Given that the work was based on collections and observations made by relatively few individuals
who attempted to cover the entire state during sporadic trips from the East, the amount of
information the book provided was astounding; however, detailed information of the sort the local
naturalist might seek was sparse. The best sources of information were other local naturalists such
as John Durrie and W. W. “Nibs” Hill, late colleagues from the University of New Mexico, and James
Sands, then of the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish and my first graduate student at the
University of New Mexico.
However, it was clear that if I wanted to know about Corrales birds, I’d have to find out for
myself. I resolved to begin gathering data on birds in Corrales, something that would be of use to
other Corraleños curious about their avifauna and also to the wider biological community. My goal
was to provide some answers to the following questions:
1. What are the species of birds that may regularly be seen in Corrales?
2. What is the seasonal distribution of the species that occur here?
3. What is the relative abundance of the various local species?
As the years went by, it became evident that an additional question was worth posing:
4. What, if any, changes in occurrence or abundance of the various species have taken place
over time?
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MATERIALS AND METHODS
The study area
In 1960, the term ‘Corrales’ generally applied to the farming community in the
lower part of the valley west of the Rio Grande, from the vicinity of the Alameda
Bridge northward about eight miles to the place where a siphon under the bed of
the river brought irrigation water into the village acequia system. While the village
lay mostly in the floodplain, below the main irrigation canal, many residents had
owned grazing land west of the main canal, in some cases extending across the West
Mesa to the breaks of the Rio Puerco. The West Mesa was usually not implied when
the term Corrales was used, but the sandhills west of the main canal but below the
top or ‘ceja’ of the mesa were usually included. Corrales was first incorporated in
1971, but only a part of the community was included within the first corporate
boundaries. As the various neighborhoods were annexed over the years, the legal
boundaries of Corrales came to include most of the original village.
In a political sense my study area lies within the corporate limits of the Village
of Corrales as understood in 1989. In a biological sense the area of concentration is
more limited, being chiefly the portion of the Village that lies in the present or historical flood plain (Fig. 1, 2) of the Rio Grande east of the main canal (and Loma
Larga Road that now parallels the main canal). Within that floodplain cottonwoods
(Populus deltoids wislizeni; Rio Grande cottonwood), willows (Salix spp.), and other
riparian plants grew naturally in prehistoric and much of historic times. Riparian
vegetation can establish itself rather quickly here when excavations expose the
shallow water table or when, through other means, water accumulates on the
surface. In a broad sense most of Corrales as far west as the Corrales main canal is
bosque. My focus has been chiefly on the avifauna of the bosque and, to a much
lesser extent, on that of the sandy shrublands (the sandhills) that encroach on the
floodplain from the west and west of the main canal (Fig. 3).

Figure 1.
Corrales in satellite view.
The major habitat
divisions are delineated
and labeled. North is
to the right.
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A majority of my records (about 70%) come from the Village lands lying in the
floodplain (bosque), especially between the river and the Corrales interior drain
(see Fig. 1). The Village includes within its corporate limits the Corrales Bosque
Preserve, an approximately 11-km long strip of riparian woodland on the western
margin of the Rio Grande extending from the Alameda Bridge in the south to Arroyo
de las Barrancas in the north (Fig. 2). The Corrales Bosque supports a diverse
assemblage of indigenous understory shrubs. Interest in the biota of the Corrales
Bosque and the entire middle Rio Grande riparian corridor has been high, resulting
in a number of studies of the flora and fauna (e.g., Hink and Ohmart 1984), although
not all have been published in the primary literature.

Figure 2. The southeastern part of the Village of Corrales looking approximately SSW. The
Rio Grande is to the left. The Alameda Bridge may be seen just past the first major bend to
the east. Paralleling the river, the Corrales riverside drain (the “clear ditch”) marks the
western edge of the Corrales Bosque Preserve. Slightly above and to the right of the center of
the picture the Corrales interior drain may be seen winding southward. © Findley 1983–1984.

Figure 3. Western Corrales (the sandhills) looking NE from near the ceja of the West Mesa.
The snow-capped Sangre de Cristo Mountains are in the background. The floodplain of the
Village is a dark band through the right center of the photo. The dark feature at the left
center is Santa Ana Mesa. The ‘bajada’ of the Sandia Mountains slopes into the picture from
the right above the floodplain. A rider and two dogs appear in the foreground. The entire
area is now occupied by houses and building lots. © Findley 1970.
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The database
I started keeping records of birds seen in Corrales in 1960 when my wife,
Tommie, and I began building our house on a sandy, three-acre plot between the
Corrales riverside drain (the clear ditch) and the Corrales interior drain. I kept
records at home and during the course of exploratory walks in various parts of the
village, including the riverside bosque.
On 25 November 1965 I began a series of weekly, timed surveys that alternated
between walking a fixed route along the clear ditch and driving the length of
Corrales Road. These regular surveys continued through 20 November 1966. While
traveling these census routes, I recorded all identifiable birds regardless of the
distance of the bird from the route. The results thus cannot be converted to absolute
densities, and I’ve used them chiefly for detecting trends in relative abundance
through the seasons and over the years.
From 1966 to about 1987 I made records in Corrales on an irregular basis,
noting chiefly first and last occurrences and noteworthy species. During the 1970s
and early 1980s, research took me away from Corrales for extended periods.
Beginning in 1987 I increased my effort somewhat and, in 1992 upon my retirement from teaching at the University of New Mexico, I resumed regular record
keeping and also conducted a few timed surveys. By 1992, however, the increase in
human population density in Corrales had resulted in a level of traffic on Corrales
Road that precluded road surveys. In this later period, road data from this strip
through the Village was not rigorously quantified.
I conducted a total of 183 timed surveys in the bosque area and 25 along
Corrales Road for a total of 208 days and 5,769 records. I define a record as an
observation of a given species of bird on a given day at a given site in Corrales. Ten
species recorded on our place on 31 December 1994 constitute ten records. I consider an observation day to be any day with at least one record tallied. I attempted
to count or estimate the number of individuals of each species seen on most observation days. One or many individuals or records may have been tallied on a given
observation day. The average number of individuals seen per observation day is 117
and the average number of records tallied per day is 13.
By the end of 2010 I had accumulated 84,037 records of approximately 745,000
individuals made on 6,269 observation days beginning 12 November 1960 and
ending at the close of 2010. About 79,000 of the records and 5,700 of the days were
gathered after 1989. Timed surveys produced 2,834 records. The moratorium for
inclusion of records in this work is 31 December 2010, except for one exceptional
2012 record of an American Woodcock (Scolopax minor) that is included.
The distribution of observation days each year indicates that, beginning in
1993, observation effort increased markedly (Fig. 4).
Individuals counted each year (Fig. 5) are a function of yearly observation effort
and closely reflects observation days per year.
In making comparisons across the 50-yr period for a given species, I calculated
the percentage of observation days for a given year, decade, or other grouping of
years on which the species was seen.
The cumulative observation days per month over the 50-yr period (Fig. 6)
indicate that observation effort was approximately equal each month over the
course of the study.
Special Publication of the Museum of Southwestern Biology

4

Figure 4.
Observation days
each year 1960–2010.

Figure 5.
Individuals counted
each year 1960–2010.

Figure 6.
Cumulative daily
observations
per month over
the 50-yr study period.
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In making comparisons across the year, I used the absolute number of days a
given species was recorded each month (Fig. 7) because total observation days each
month are approximately equal in distribution.

Figure 7.
Distribution of
total individuals
counted each month
over the 50-yr
study period.

The famous University of California naturalist Joseph Grinnell once opined that
since birds can fly, the list of species known from California, given time enough,
would probably approximate the list for all of North America (Grinnell 1922). This
generalization is likely true for any substantial area of the country. As time goes on,
more and more species of birds will be recorded in Corrales. I have seen more than
250 species in Corrales but others have seen additional species, with new species
reported on a regular basis. This work is not intended to be the ultimate list of
Corrales birds. It does sketch the broad outlines of abundance and change among
the more-frequently recorded birds in the bosque section (the floodplain section) of
the Village. Generalizations may have limited validity for the sandhill section of
Corrales west of the main canal and Loma Larga Road.

RESULTS
Numbers and species of birds in Corrales
Number of species
I have identified 254 species of birds in the approximately 11-km length of the
Village of Corrales; this is 49% of the 523 species whose occurrence in New Mexico
was confirmed by the New Mexico Bird Records Committee as of 1 April 2009.
Frequency of occurrence
Of the 254 species I have seen, 177 have been recorded by me less than 100
times (out of over 84,000 records) and 161 species have been recorded less than 10
times each. Most Corrales birds are seen rather infrequently, and common kinds are
in a minority.
Some species of birds are almost always seen singly while others are most
commonly seen in groups. Some, like cranes, geese, and starlings often occur in
enormous flocks. The 745,000 individual birds I have recorded are not divided
equally between the species; for example, 106,000 are American Crows (Corvus
brachyrhynchos) and over 125,000 are Sandhill Cranes (Grus canadensis). Table 1
lists the 50 most-abundant species. There are very few species that are easily seen
in such numbers (Table 2); I’ve recorded less than 500 individuals of most kinds.
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Table 1. The 50 most-abundant species seen over the 50-yr study period, 1960–2010.
Common Name

Scientific Name

Crane, Sandhill
Crow, American
Goose, Canada
Starling, European
Robin, American
Finch, House
Mallard
Sparrow, White-crowned
Sparrow, House
Blackbird, Red-winged
Dove, Mourning
Siskin, Pine
Gadwall
Gull, Ring-billed
Goldfinch, American
Swallow, Violet-green
Flicker, Northern
Towhee, Spotted
Hummingbird, Black-chinned
Bushtit
Nuthatch, White-breasted
Pheasant, Ring-necked
Lark, Horned
Goldfinch, Lesser
Sparrow, Song
Woodpecker, Downy
Swallow, Barn
Wigeon, American
Finch, Cassin's
Chickadee, Black-capped
Sparrow, Chipping
Warbler, Yellow-rumped
Grosbeak, Blue
Roadrunner, Greater
Blackbird, Brewer's
Grosbeak, Black-headed
Kestrel, American
Nighthawk, Common
Wren, Bewick's
Vulture, Turkey
Meadowlark, Western
Continued…

Grus canadensis
Corvus brachyrhynchos
Branta canadensis

Sturnus vulgaris
Turdus migratorius

Haemorhous mexicanus
Anas platyrhynchos
Zonotrichia leucophrys
Passer domesticus

Agelaius phoeniceus
Zenaida macroura

Spinus pinus
Anas strepera
Larus delawarensis
Spinus tristis
Tachycineta thalassina
Colaptes auratus

Pipilo maculatus
Archilochus alexandri
Psaltriparus minimus
Sitta carolinensis
Phasianus colchicus
Eremophila alpestris
Spinus psaltria
Melospiza melodia
Picoides pubescens
Hirundo rustica
Anas americana
Haemorhous cassinii
Poecile atricapillus
Spizella passerina
Setophaga coronata
Passerina caerulea
Geococcyx californianus
Euphagus cyanocephalus
Pheucticus melanocephalus
Falco sparverius
Chordeiles minor
Thryomanes bewickii
Cathartes aura
Sturnella neglecta
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Individuals
counted
12,6061
10,5920
50,733
47,308
42,941
38,883
31,039
21,758
16,077
14,969
11,689
7,785
7,757
7,680
7,283
6,630
5,760
4,832
4,347
4,177
3,769
3,570
3,487
3,135
3,006
2,852
2,620
2,514
2,425
2,269
2,249
2,107
2,062
2,004
1,816
1,678
1,604
1,420
1,375
1,356
1,333

7

Table 1. The 50 most-abundant species seen; continued.
Common Name

Scientific Name

Hawk, Cooper's
Grosbeak, Evening
Owl, Western ScreechChickadee, Mountain
Heron, Great Blue
Jay, Western Scrub
Duck, Wood
Swallow, Bank
Jay, Steller's

Accipiter cooperii
Coccothraustes vespertinus
Megascops kennicottii
Poecile gambeli
Ardea herodias
Aphelocoma californica
Aix sponsa
Riparia riparia
Cyanocitta stelleri

Individuals
counted
1,307
1,289
1,255
1,238
1,216
1,124
1,084
1,015
942

Table 2. The 50 most-commonly seen species over the 50-yr study period, 1960–2010.
Common Name
Finch, House
Crow, American
Dove, Mourning
Towhee, Spotted
Nuthatch, White-breasted
Pheasant, Ring-necked
Sparrow, White-crowned
Sparrow, House
Flicker, Northern
Woodpecker, Downy
Robin, American
Mallard
Starling, European
Hummingbird, Black-chinned
Goose, Canada
Crane, Sandhill
Roadrunner
Chickadee, Black-capped
Goldfinch, Lesser
Goldfinch, American
Owl, Western ScreechHawk, Cooper's
Siskin, Pine
Kestrel, American
Blackbird, Red-winged
Wren, Bewick's
Sparrow, Song
Grosbeak, Blue
Chickadee, Mountain
Continued…

Scientific Name
Haemorhous mexicanus
Corvus brachyrhynchos
Zenaida macroura

Pipilo maculatus
Sitta carolinensis
Phasianus colchicus
Zonotrichia leucophrys
Passer domesticus
Colaptes auratus

Picoides pubescens
Turdus migratorius
Anas platyrhynchos

Sturnus vulgaris
Archilochus alexandri
Branta canadensis

Grus canadensis
Geococcyx californianus
Poecile atricapillus
Spinus psaltria
Spinus tristis
Megascops kennicottii
Accipiter cooperii
Spinus pinus
Falco sparverius
Agelaius phoeniceus
Thryomanes bewickii
Melospiza melodia
Passerina caerulea
Poecile gambeli
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Days recorded
3,798
3,704
2,893
2,687
2,605
2,204
2,187
2,184
2,109
2,077
1,977
1,924
1,795
1,722
1,610
1,600
1,436
1,375
1,236
1,189
1,085
1,072
1,069
1,022
971
966
946
909
796
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Table ʹ. The 50 most-commonly seen species; continued.
Common Name
Phoebe, Say's
Jay, Western ScrubSparrow, White-throated
Grosbeak, Black-headed
Bushtit
Phoebe, Black
Swallow, Barn
Warbler, Yellow-rumped
Kinglet, Ruby-crowned
Hummingbird, Rufous
Vulture, Turkey
Kingbird, Western
Flycatcher, Ash-throated
Sparrow, Lincoln's
Heron, Great Blue
Duck, Wood
Sparrow, Chipping
Warbler, Wilson's
Gadwall
Hawk, Red-tailed
Cowbird, Brown-headed

Scientific Name

Sayornis saya
Aphelocoma californica
Zonotrichia albicollis
Pheucticus melanocephalus
Psaltriparus minimus
Sayornis nigricans
Hirundo rustica
Setophaga coronata
Regulus calendula
Selasphorus rufus
Cathartes aura
Tyrannus verticalis
Myiarchus cinerascens
Melospiza lincolnii
Ardea herodias
Aix sponsa
Spizella passerina
Cardellina pusilla
Anas strepera
Buteo jamaicensis
Molothrus ater

Days recorded
706
684
670
665
654
648
560
535
499
479
453
439
427
410
395
362
356
349
341
294
291

Seasonal changes in numbers and species of birds
Changes in species
The number of bird species likely to be seen on an average day in Corrales
varies throughout the year. More kinds are seen during the peaks of spring
migration in April and May, and of fall migration in September and October, than at
other times. Figure 8 shows the total number of species I have recorded each month.

Figure 8.
Number of individual
species recorded
each month over the
50-yr study period.
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Monthly species composition varies as do the number of species and the
number of individuals. Month-to-month change is greatest during spring and fall
migration, as one might expect, but most of the year is characterized by change
rather than by stability. The time periods with relatively stable species compositions
are the June–July interval, when breeding species are in place and most migrants
have left or have not begun to arrive, and the period from December through
February between fall and spring migration. Mid-winter and mid-summer are thus
the only times with somewhat stable bird assemblages in Corrales.
Changes in numbers
In Corrales, individual birds are more easily seen in fall and winter than in
spring and summer. Beginning in late October, thousands of Sandhill Cranes, Crows,
Dark-eyed Juncos (Junco hyemalis), Robins (Turdus migratorius), White-crowned
Sparrows (Zonotrichia leucophrys), Canada Geese (Branta canadensis), Pine Siskins
(Spinus pinus), Mallards (Anas platyrhynchos), Red-winged Blackbirds (Agelaius
phoeniceus), and Song Sparrows (Melospiza melodia), among others, descend into
the Corrales Valley. These few species enormously boost the total number of
individual birds. In recent years, the increased number of human residents in the
village may have enhanced the populations of some winter birds that are attracted
to feeding stations, and the effect has been widely recognized. In late winter many
small birds, especially seed-eating species such as Juncos, White-crowned Sparrows,
American Goldfinches (Spinus tristis), and Spotted Towhees (Pipilo maculatus) may
be numerous around feeders but scarce elsewhere. Seasonal change in numbers of
Corrales birds can also be seen in Figure 7, which charts the total number of birds
counted each month over the 50-yr study. Seasonal change in individual species is
also shown in the individual species accounts where appropriate.
Patterns in the seasonal occurrence of birds
When the monthly observation frequencies of Corrales birds are assembled,
many species fall into a few conspicuous patterns but others are less well-defined.
1. Permanent residents. These are species that may be seen in most or all months
throughout the year and that probably nest in the area. Examples are Mallards,
House Finches (Haemorhous mexicanus), American Kestrels (Falco sparverius), and
Greater Roadrunners (Geococcys californianus). Most residents fluctuate in abundance, however. Some are most often
seen during migration, some during
the winter, and some during the nesting season. As shown in Figure 9, the
Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) is
an example of the monthly occurrence
of a typical resident species.

Figure 9.
Number of days Cooper’s Hawks
were observed each month over
the 50-yr study period.
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2. Winter residents. If the frequency of occurrence in the warmer months drops to
zero, the species might be looked upon as a winter resident. Winter residents
probably do not breed here. Seasonal distribution of three typical winter residents
is shown in Figure 10.

Figure 10. Seasonal (winter) distribution is seen in the number of days three winter
sparrow species were observed each month over the 50-yr study period.

3. Summer residents. Some resident species decline in numbers during the colder
months. If the decline is such that the species is absent for several of the colder
months, it might be categorized as a summer resident. Probably most summer
residents nest in Corrales or at least in the vicinity. The seasonal distribution of a
typical summer resident is shown in the Figure 11.

Figure 11. Seasonal (summer) distribution is seen in the number of days a nesting species,
the Blue Grosbeak (Passerina caerulea), was observed each month.
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4. Transients . Transient species are detected in Corrales chiefly during spring and
fall migration. Monthly occurrence of a typical transient species, Wilson’s Warbler
(Cardellina pusilla) is shown in Figure 12.

Figure 12. Presence data representing (seasonal) spring and fall migration
is illustrated by the number of Wilson’s Warbler’s observed each month.

Long-term changes in numbers and kinds of birds
Numbers
Comparison of data from surveys in 1966 with data from the 1990s reveals a
slight suggestion that individual birds were more numerous in the earlier period. In
the 1960s more individuals were seen for a given time spent in observation than
was the case in the 1990s, but the regression representing this relationship is not
statistically significant. While the regression might suggest a declining trend in
Corrales bird populations, it is also possible that 1966 may have simply been an
exceptional year. My subjective impression is that land birds (not including such
species as ducks, geese, and cranes) are indeed less abundant in Corrales now than
they were during the 1960s. I suspect that this decline, if real, is related to the
decline in productive farmland which intensified in the 1980s. Declining visual and
auditory acuity of the observer may also be a factor. The census data relating to
individual abundance of birds in the 1960s compared to the 1990s are illustrated in
Figure 13.
The number of species present in Corrales at any given time has probably not
changed much over the years. Although I often recorded more species on censuses
during the 1990s than I did in 1966, I spent more time on censuses during the 1990s
and, thus, more species were seen as my observation time increased. Figure 14
presents the data illustrating species counts and time spent conducting censuses in
the 1960s compared to the 1990s.
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Figure 13. Census data of individual bird abundance compared for the 1960s and 1990s.

Figure 14. Census data of species counts and time spent conducting surveys compared
for the 1960s and 1990s.

Special Publication of the Museum of Southwestern Biology

13

Although the number of species present in Corrales may not have varied much
over the years, the avifauna of the floodplain section of Corrales has indeed changed
since 1960. While approximately the same number of species and individuals are
still present, some species that were formerly common are now rarely seen while
others that were of infrequent occurrence are now common. There is a pattern to
some of this change: Birds that are less common now than formerly tend to be
species of open country and open farmland; birds that are now more abundant are
the woodland species and waterfowl.
The environmental changes that may account for changes in the avifauna are
easy to see. In 1960 Corrales had not entered into its period of rapid urbanization.
Most of the village was still functioning or recently abandoned farmland. The
cottonwoods “planted” by the famous 1941 flood were 19 years old and most were
not yet very large. Cochiti Dam had not been built and the Rio Grande often flooded
and alternately became completely dry. Where we built our house, the soil was
mostly sandy and Indian ricegrass (Oryzopsis hymenoides), four-winged saltbush
(Atriplex canescens), bee-plant (Cleome serrulata), and sand sage (Artemisia filifolia)
grew among the scattered small cottonwoods. Shade was scarce. Gambel’s Quail
(Callipepla gambelii), Western Meadowlarks (Sturnella neglecta), Lark Sparrows
(Chondestes grammacus), Canyon Towhees (Melozone fusca), and Western Kingbirds
(Tyrannus verticalis) were common around the house. Duck-watching on the Rio
Grande was often completely unrewarding. In addition, few birds requiring welldeveloped forest stayed in the Corrales Bosque for very long.
By the 1990s Corrales had become urbanized. Former fields were converted to
small building lots with houses, shrubs, and trees. The 1941 cohort of cottonwoods
was by then 50 yrs old, many of them good-sized trees with cavities and dead
branches and that cast enough shade to deter sun-loving mesa plants. Cochiti Dam
made possible a good control of the Rio Grande’s flow so that water was reliably
present. Ricegrass and bee-plant no longer thrived around our house, and the large
trees made Black-capped Chickadees (Poecile atricapillus), White-breasted
Nuthatches (Sitta carolinensis), and Downy Woodpeckers (Picoides pubescens) feel
at home. Instead of Western Kingbirds in summer, the Ash-throated Flycatchers
(Myiarchus cinerescens) are more likely to be heard. The Canyon Towhees are rare
but Spotted Towhees are now year-round residents. An hour spent watching the
river in the proper season may reveal many kinds of ducks, mergansers, Great Blue
Herons (Ardea herodias), Green Herons (Butorides virescens), and Black-crowned
Night-herons (Nycticorax nycticorax), Double-crested Cormorants (Phalacrocorax
auritus), American Coots (Fulica americana), and Canada Geese among other
waterfowl. Crows, Cooper’s Hawks, and Great Horned Owls (Bubo virginianus)
regularly nest in the mature sections of the Corrales Bosque.
Some of the apparent changes in farmland–open country species may be
exaggerated by my emphasis on the bosque area of Corrales. Gambel’s Quail, for
example, are still common in the sandhills and may actually be increasing there
because they are fed by many of the new residents.
Another change is noticeable in Neotropical migrants, birds that winter in the
tropics and are present in Corrales chiefly during the breeding season. Throughout
North America there has been a trend toward reduced numbers of these birds. It has
been suggested that the destruction of wintering habitat in Central and South
America, as well as loss of breeding habitat and perhaps migration habitat, has been
instrumental in this decline. Some Neotropical migrants have become uncommon in
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Corrales as well. In the 1960s Yellow-billed Cuckoos (Coccyzus americanus) were
commonly heard in the summer bosque; now they are uncommon or absent.
Comparisons of pre- and post-1980 observation frequencies of some farmland,
woodland, and Neotropical species are shown in Figure 15. Here, frequency is
represented by the percent of observation days in the given time period on which
the species of interest was recorded. A more-detailed treatment of species that have
changed in their abundance through time is presented in the species accounts that
follow.
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Figure 15. Comparison of pre- and post-1980 observation frequencies for selected species.
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS
The following section lists those species of birds that I have recorded in
Corrales. Each species account contains a brief description of the status of the bird
in the Village. When the data are sufficient, I have graphically summarized seasonal
and decadal change. A number of additional species have been seen by other observers and were reported in the New Mexico Ornithological Society’s (NMOS) Field
Notes or elsewhere. I have not included those records. Species are treated in order
of their listing in the American Ornithologist’s Union Checklist (AOU 1998). All
charts represent the full, 50-year study period unless otherwise indicated.
ANATIDAE. Geese and Ducks
CANADA GOOSE. Branta canadensis.—Resident in many parts of the state, especially
in the lower Rio Grande and Pecos valleys, the Canada Goose is common in Corrales,
especially in winter. However, in the 1960s and 1970s geese were not often seen in
the Village. Beginning in the late 1980s they were seen more frequently. This trend
is shown in Figure 16.
Decadal frequency of Canada Geese in Corrales
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Figure 16. Decadal frequency of Canada Goose sightings 1960–2010.

Goose numbers are high in December and January. On a 16 December 1998 canoe trip from the north end of the Bosque Preserve to the Alameda Bridge, Tommie
and I estimated that we saw 1,000 individuals. After January numbers drop markedly, hitting lows from April through July.
The nests we have observed have all been on islands in the river. One nest was
under construction on 8 April and an adult was incubating by 13 April. By early May
goslings, up to at least six in a brood, may be seen and obvious young are still identifiable in late July. Beginning in August the young of the year are nearly adult-sized
and in flight with their parents. Thereafter the number of geese that are seen
gradually increases as migrants enter the valley. Monthly goose abundance is shown
in Figure 17.
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Figure 17. Number of Canada Goose sightings, by month.

Most Corrales Canada Geese are to be seen on the river but on winter mornings
many forage on open fields, feeding on grasses and gleaning the leftovers from corn
harvests. The playing fields at the Recreation Center have been a favored site in
recent years. Later the flocks move to the river to spend the rest of the day resting
on islands and sandbars.
Throughout their wide geographic range, Canada Geese vary a good deal in size
and, to some extent, in color. Most Corrales geese are rather large but occasionally
individuals of one of the smaller races are seen. Some of the smaller “Canada” geese
are a distinct species, the Cackling Goose (Branta hutchinsii). This species occurs
regularly in the Middle Rio Grande Valley and some earlier records of Canada Geese
might refer to Cackling Geese.
GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE. Anser albifrons.—This relative of the common
barnyard Graylag Goose (Anser anser) appears in Corrales in small numbers. A few
individuals are seen among the Canada Geese on the recreation fields on some
winter mornings.
SNOW GOOSE. Chen caerulescens.—Snow Geese are seen occasionally in Corrales in
the winter and during spring and fall migration (Fig. 18).
MALLARD. Anas platyrhynchos.—Mallards are the most-common duck in Corrales
and one of the most regularly seen birds throughout the year. Numbers of Mallards
peak in December and January when many may be seen on the river. During the
summer, numbers decrease and nesting birds are less-readily detected. The number
of Mallards recorded over the years is shown in Figure 19.
As with most other waterfowl in Corrales, Mallards have become more common
in recent decades, as shown in Figure 20.
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Figure 18. Number of Snow Goose and White-fronted Goose observed each month.
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Figure 19. Number of Mallards observed each month and period during which young
were seen.
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Figure 20. Increased abundance of Mallards 1960–2010.

MEXICAN DUCK [Anas platyrhynchos].—Mallards from the Mexican Plateau lack the
distinctive male plumage and were formerly considered a distinct species, Anas
diazi. Mexican Ducks have interbred extensively with Mallards in the Southwest and
intermediate individuals are common. Ornithologists no longer regard the Mexican
Duck as a distinct species; nonetheless, it is often possible to recognize them as they
tend to have a grayish-brown, rather than a whitish, tail, and this characteristic is
evident even in flight. When pairs of ducks are flushed both sexes usually vocalize,
the females uttering a loud “quack” while the voice of the male is much quieter,
almost whisper-like. If the “whispering” bird appears to be in female plumage, it is
likely a Mexican Duck. Based upon these traits I have identified Mexican Ducks in
Corrales on 17 occasions: six in January, one in February, one in March, five in April,
three in May, and one in October. These sightings have been in ditches, in irrigated
fields, or in our yard.
GADWALL. Anas strepera.—In Corrales Gadwalls are common in winter and during
migration. Almost all sightings have been on the river where, in some winters, they
are the most-conspicuous ducks. Unlike Mallards, which are often secluded during
the day, Gadwalls are commonly seen in the daytime on sandbars and foraging in
the open water.
Numbers of Gadwalls on the river have varied over the decades. The high
numbers of the 1990s have given way to lower counts in the 2000s, with very low
counts in 2007–2008. This trend is illustrated in Figure 21.
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Decada frequency of Gadwalls
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Figure 21. Decadal frequency (percent of days) of Gadwall observations.

AMERICAN WIGEON Anas americana.—In Corrales, American Wigeons are winter
visitors. Most records are from the river and clear ditch. Seasonal abundance of both
the American Wigeon and the Gadwall are shown in Figure 22.
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Figure 22. Number each month of Gadwall and American Wigeon observations.

NORTHERN PINTAIL. Anas acuta.—I have seen Pintails 16 times in Corrales with
records distributed from November through April.
NORTHERN SHOVELER. Anas clypeata.—In Corrales, I observed Northern Shovelers
mostly during spring migration. Two pairs that were seen in the thick vegetation of
the Jones Floodway on 2 June 1994 may well have been seeking nest sites. The
drying of the floodway shortly thereafter thwarted nesting efforts, but if suitable
marshy habitat were available in Corrales Shovelers, teal (Anas spp.), and other
marsh-loving waterfowl would nest there.
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GREEN-WINGED TEAL. Anas crecca.—In Corrales, Green-winged Teal are chiefly
winter visitors and most commonly seen on the river. A favored wintering spot in
recent years has been the outflow from the Rio Rancho sewage treatment plant at
the mouth of the Jones Floodway.
BLUE-WINGED TEAL. Anas discors.—My Corrales records of Blue-winged Teal are
all for spring migration, with sightings about equally divided between the river and
the clear ditch.
CINNAMON TEAL. Anas cyanoptera.—In Corrales, Cinnamon Teal are seen during
spring migration and have arrived as early as 18 February. About 60% are seen on
the clear ditch and the rest on the river. Cinnamon and Blue-winged Teal are often
seen in mixed flocks during spring migration, and they have similar seasonal
distribution patterns (Fig. 23).

Figure 23. Number of Green-winged, Blue-winged, and Cinnamon Teal observed
each month.

WOOD DUCK. Aix sponsa.—I first saw Wood Ducks in Corrales in June 1992. Since
that time they have become increasingly common and now are seen regularly
throughout the year (Fig. 24).
In spring, pairs of Wood Ducks cruise throughout the Corrales Bosque where I
have seen them investigating large cottonwoods, possibly seeking suitable nesting
cavities. In recent years they used Screech-Owl boxes that we placed in cottonwoods
around the house. As early as March 22, I observed a female entering a nest box. On
26 and 29 May 2000, Stuart Findley saw a female enter one of the boxes. Then on 8
June a number of young emerged from the box but were quickly located by a
neighborhood cat. We managed to rescue four of the ducklings but none survived.
During July, I recorded broods of 9 and 10 with their mother on the clear ditch. Fullgrown young of the year are seen in Corrales by August. Seasonal observation
frequency is shown in Figure 24.
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Figure 24. Number of days each month Wood Ducks were observed.

RING-NECKED DUCK. Aythya collaris.—Although Ring-necked Ducks commonly winter in the Middle Rio Grande Valley, I have seen only four in Corrales; two birds on
11 April 2002, one on 27 April 1996, and one on 15 December 1998.
COMMON GOLDENEYE. Bucephala clangula.—I saw three Common Goldeneye on 19
March 1964 on the pond that once occupied the front of the Harvey Jones property
on the west side of Corrales Road, the site of the present post office.
BUFFLEHEAD. Bucephala albeola.—I have recorded Buffleheads in Corrales on 3
March 1964 (three individuals on the former Jones Pond), 31 March 1994 (one on
the river) 31 March 1996 (four on the river), and 29 October 1997 (one on the
river).
REDHEAD. Aythya americana.—I saw one Redhead on 20 January 1997 on the river.
SCOTER. Melanitta sp.—All three species of North American scoters have been
reported for New Mexico. I saw a scoter of undetermined species on the river on 6
May 1994.
COMMON MERGANSER. Mergus merganser.—In Corrales, Common Mergansers have
been regular winter visitors (Fig. 25) since the closure of the Cochiti Dam in 1973.
They are most often seen in small groups on the river. Larger groups were often
seen on Jemez Reservoir before it was drained of water.
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Figure 25. Number of days each month Common Mergansers were observed.

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER. Mergus serrator.—I have one Corrales record of the
Red-breasted Merganser; four individuals were seen 15 February 1997 on the river.
HOODED MERGANSER. Lophodytes cucullatus.—I have two Corrales records of
Hooded Mergansers. Two were seen 7 January 1995 and one was seen 7 March
1996; all were on the river.
PHASIANIDAE. Pheasants, Grouse, and Turkeys
RING-NECKED PHEASANT. Phasianus colchicus.—Ring-necked Pheasants are regularly seen in Corrales and may be seen or heard throughout the year. Crowing may
be heard all year but is most frequent from March into July (Fig. 26).
As early as January males become territorial and confront each other. By the
peak of the mating season, aggressive encounters between males are commonly
observed. Males may be seen with several hens, and courtship displays and copulation are frequent. First chicks appear in the latter half of May and by August most
have attained adult size. As many as 15 downy young may comprise a family but,
as the season progresses, many fall prey to cats (Felis catus), skunks (Mephitidae),
coyotes (Canis latrans), and other predators.
Preferred habitat is tall grass and weeds. Vacant, weedy fields are favorite
places. Some birds are seen in the bosque, and may even roost in trees, but treeless
areas are more often occupied. Some territories extend across the river and
individuals may be heard crowing from some of the islands.
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Pheasants in Corrales
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Figure 26. Number of days each month that Ring-necked Pheasants were heard and
young were observed.

WILD TURKEY. Meleagris gallopavo.—Wild Turkeys may have once been native in
the Corrales bosque, but I know of no evidence of a permanent population in
modern times. An introduced population occurs in the bosque at the Bosque del
Apache Refuge. On 22 May 1998 David Hammack, who visits the Corrales Bosque
Preserve on a regular basis, saw a turkey in the northern half of the Preserve that he
described as looking and acting like a wild bird. More recently some turkeys have
been released in the Preserve, and they have persisted in adjacent agricultural land.
Seemingly a population exists on the Sandia Pueblo side of the river to the east of
Corrales.
ODONTOPHORIDAE. Quail
GAMBEL’S QUAIL. Callipepla gambelii.—Gambel’s Quail have been present in
Corrales since at least 1960, but populations diminished sharply in the areas of the
village that I regularly visited beginning about 1970. Since then, I have few records
from the bosque or from that part of the village east of Corrales Road. Before about
1970 quail were commonly observed around our house. Some of this change may be
a result of habitat alterations because the birds are still seen regularly west of the
main canal, where they are readily attracted to bird feeders. Decadal change in
Gambel’s Quail records is shown in Figure 27.
Gambel’s Quail are heard calling from April into the fall but mostly from May
through July. Young appear in May and are evident at least into August (Fig. 28). By
October, the young birds have become full-grown and the number and size of coveys
increases.
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Decadal observation frequency of Gambel's Quail
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Figure 27. Decadal frequency of Gambel’s Quail by percent of days observed.
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Figure 28. Number of days and individual Gambel’s Quail observations and period where
young were present.

SCALED QUAIL. Callipepla squamata.—Scaled Quail have never been common in the
wooded part of Corrales. They occur chiefly west of the main canal where they may
appear at feeders along with Gambel’s Quail. On the west mesa they are the most
common quail. The relatively few Corrales records show that they are present
throughout the year.
NORTHERN BOBWHITE. Colinus virginianus.—Northern Bobwhites appear sporadically in Corrales. I have nine records: two from 1967, one from 1974, two from
1979, one from 1994, and three from 1996. In 1967 James Sands, then of the New
Mexico Department of Game and Fish, told me that 25 were released by a private
club across the river from Corrales. It is likely that all Corrales records are of
introduced birds.
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PODICIPEDIDAE. Grebes
EARED GREBE. Podiceps nigricollis.—I recorded one individual in breeding plumage
on the river 1 April, 1994.
PIED-BILLED GREBE. Podilymbus podiceps.—Eleven of my 12 Corrales records of
Pied-billed Grebes are from the clear ditch or river in winter and early spring. A
record on 6 May 1994 is of an individual in an irrigated field that made its way to a
neighbor’s patio lily pond.
WESTERN GREBE. Aechmophorus occidentalis.—Corrales records of Western Grebes
are from the river except for two seen in the water-filled concrete channel of the
Jones Floodway.
CLARK’S GREBE. Aechmophorus clarkii.—Clark’s Grebe was recently recognized as a
species separate from the Western Grebe, which it closely resembles. On 29 May
1997, while canoeing down the river, I identified an individual at close range.
Possibly some of the Western Grebe records pertain to this species (Fig. 29).

Figure 29. Number of days Pied-billed and Western Grebes were observed.

PHALACROCORACIDAE. Cormorants
DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT. Phalacrocorax auritus.—Although Double-crested
Cormorants may be seen in most months in Corrales, records peak in April, May, and
June when the birds are regularly seen on the river (Fig. 30). Occasionally individuals are seen flying over other parts of the Village. There is no evidence of nesting in Corrales.
I have no records earlier than 1980. Year-round flows in the river since that
time have provided suitable habitat that was previously lacking.
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Figure 30. Number of days each month Double-crested Cormorants were observed.

PELECANIDAE. Pelicans
WHITE PELICAN. Pelecanus erythrorhynchos.—In Corrales White Pelicans are
occasionally seen flying over the village. On 9 October 2000, I recorded 25. On 9
September 2001, one was seen by Heidi Findley and Paul Stokes. I saw three individuals on 16 June 2002.
ARDEIDAE. Herons
CATTLE EGRET. Bubulcus ibis.—First recorded in New Mexico in 1963, these African
immigrants are of regular occurrence in the southern half of the state and are
known to breed at Elephant Butte. Cattle Egrets are summer visitors in Corrales
(Fig. 31). They have been seen at the recreation fields, on irrigated fields, and at the
river. However, Cattle Egrets were regularly seen in Corrales only in the last two
decades (Fig. 32).

Figure 31. Number of days and individual Cattle Egrets observed each month.
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Figure 32. Decadal number of days and individual Cattle Egrets observed.

GREAT EGRET. Ardea alba.—Seven Corrales records of these large white egrets are
from the river, the clear ditch, and the interior drain. Four records are from May and
one each is from January, April, and August (Fig. 33).
SNOWY EGRET. Egretta thula.—Snowy Egrets are uncommon in Corrales but are
regularly seen on the river and in ditches during the warmer months (Fig. 33).

Figure 33. Number of days each month Great and Snowy Egrets were observed.
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BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON. Nycticorax nycticorax.—Black-crowned Night
Herons have been recorded in Corrales in winter but sightings and numbers peak in
spring and summer (Fig. 34). Night herons are most commonly seen roosting in
trees along the river but at night may be heard flying over the village. There are no
breeding records for Corrales.
GREEN HERON. Butorides virescens.—Green Herons are chiefly summer residents in
Corrales and seen most commonly hunting in drain ditches (Fig. 34). There are no
breeding records for Corrales but the birds do occur during the breeding season,
and suitable nesting sites, trees, and shrubs near water are readily available.

Figure 34. Number of days each month Black-crowned Night-heron and Green Heron
were observed.

GREAT BLUE HERON. Ardea herodias.—Great Blue Herons may be seen in Corrales
in any month (Fig. 35) but become common along the river in winter, when a dozen
or more may rest on the small islands. The birds are quite wary and usually take
flight when a person appears on the riverbank. There are no breeding records for
Corrales.

Figure 35. Number of days and individual Great Blue Herons observed each month.
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THRESKIORNITHIDAE. Ibises
WHITE-FACED IBIS. Plegadis chihi.—The Corrales records of White-faced Ibis are
probably all of migrants. The birds are regularly seen in small flocks in irrigated
fields including at the Recreation Center, in the Jones Floodway, and on sandbars in
the river (Fig. 36).

Figure 36. Number of days and individual White-faced Ibis observed each month.

CATHARTIDAE. Vultures
TURKEY VULTURE. Cathartes aura.—Corrales records of Turkey Vulture show they
are present here from March through October, with peaks of sightings and numbers
during April and September (Fig. 37). Undoubtedly the birds nest in the region, but
I have no nesting records for the village.

Figure 37. Number of individuals and days Turkey Vultures were observed each month.
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PANDIONIDAE. Ospreys
OSPREY. Pandion haliaetus.—The Osprey is seen during migration in Corrales,
mostly along the river (Fig. 38).

Figure 38. Number of days each month Osprey were observed.

ACCIPITRIDAE. Hawks, Kites, and Eagles.
NORTHERN HARRIER. Circus cyaneus.—Harriers are chiefly migrants and winter
visitors in Corrales. Records peak in November and December and there are few
summer records (Fig. 39).
This is a ground-nesting hawk that prefers tall grass or rushes as nesting sites.
The species has been known to nest at Bosque del Apache (Ligon, 1961). The
possibility that the Northern harrier might utilize the islands in the river for nesting
should not be discounted.

Figure 39. Number of days each month Northern Harrier were observed.
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MISSISSIPPI KITE. Ictinia mississippiensis.—Until 2000, I had only seven records of
Mississippi Kite for Corrales: 28 May 1966, 30 August 1986, 20 May 1996, and 21,
28, 29 July and 1 August 1998. Then in May 2000, the birds started showing up
regularly along the Sandoval lateral and around our house (Fig. 40). Since 2000
Mississippi Kites have been regularly seen in summer.
In June 2000 several birds were reported around a nest in a cottonwood along
the Sandoval lateral. On 26 June I located the nest and observed an adult sitting on
it. Three birds were observed regularly until 21 September.
On 26 June 2006, John Tittman reported a nest with adults in an elm tree in his
field on the west side of Corrales Road, noting that the birds had been present for at
least eight days. On 4 July he observed three adults and one young at the nest. On 18
July an adult and two young were present and the adult attacked Tittman. In May
2007 a nest was constructed at the Tittman residence. Since that date, while Kites
have been regularly observed each year, I have no further nesting data. Taken
together, the records extend from May through September (Fig. 41) with the highest
numbers in June and July.
Kites are social birds, with several individuals attending the nest and often foraging as a group. While hunting, the birds soar in lazy circles over the treetops. They
consume a diversity of prey animals but insects, captured on the wing, form a large
part of their diet. On 7 July 2002 I observed one adult carrying a small bird in its bill.

Figure 40. Decadal percent of days that Mississippi Kites were observed.
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Figure 41. Number of days each month Mississippi Kites were observed.

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK. Accipiter striatus.—During migration and in winter Sharpshinned Hawks are regularly seen in Corrales (Fig. 42). They often frequent the
vicinity of feeders. I have observed them pursuing Robins, Juncos, Song Sparrows,
Spotted Towhees, Downy Woodpeckers, and Northern Flickers (Colaptes auratus)
and once a Western Screech-Owl (Megascops kennicottii).
NORTHERN GOSHAWK. Accipiter gentilis.—In the depths of some winters a few
Goshawks descend into the Corrales Valley (Fig. 42). I have recorded individual
Northern Goshawks on 12 December 1966, 21 February 1970, 10 January 1971, 10
December 1971 (two individuals), 9 January 1977, 19 December 1992, 3 March
1994, and 10 November 1994. On 21 February 1970 I observed a male carrying a
Northern Flicker.

Figure 42. Number of days Sharp-shinned Hawks and Northern Goshawks were observed
each month.
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COOPER’S HAWK. Accipiter cooperii.—The Corrales bosque is an important breeding area for Cooper’s Hawks, nesting territories being spaced at regular intervals
throughout the length of the Preserve where there are larger trees. There are
somewhat more records in the breeding season but the birds are regularly seen all
year (Figs. 43, 44).
As early as January Cooper’s Hawks may be calling and performing territorial
flights with slow, deep wing-beats. By March nest building is underway, and in April
both adult sexes may be seen on the nest. Territorial behavior persists at least until
June, when the young are in the nest. In July and August full-sized young of the year
are observed, often sticking together and querulously calling for attention from the
adults. One year, the two young of a family raised near Corrales Road were still
together on 3 September.
In 2008 a pair raised three young in a cottonwood nest in the woods by our
house. The nest was built in April. I observed the birds copulating on 7 May. By 3
June the adults were bringing food to the nest and by 1 July we were able to see
downy young in the nest. The young fledged by 21 July and one of the young was
observed bathing in a pool by the house on 14 August. Cooper’s Hawks have been
increasingly common in recent decades, perhaps because of the increasing maturity
of Corrales trees.

Figure 43. Number of days each month Cooper’s Hawks were observed.

Figure 44. Percent of days each month Cooper’s Hawks were observed.
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RED-TAILED HAWK. Buteo jamaicensis.—In Corrales most records are from winter
and these birds are seldom seen during warmer months (Fig. 45). I have no definite
breeding records for the Village, but Red-tailed Hawks do nest in the juniper woodlands 10–15 miles to the west.

Figure 45. Number of days each month Red-tailed Hawks were observed.

SWAINSON’S HAWK. Buteo swainsoni.—Corrales records are in May, July, August,
and September. Swainson’s Hawks may have nested, or may still nest, on the West
Mesa. I have a July record from western Rio Rancho.
ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK. Buteo lagopus.—I have four Corrales records of Roughlegged Hawks: 16 February 1964, 3 February 1994, 21 April 1993, and 31 October
2006, all of single birds.
FERRUGINOUS HAWK. Buteo regalis.—I saw one Ferruginous Hawk in Corrales on 7
January 1999.
BALD EAGLE. Haliaeetus leucocephalus.—In Corrales Bald Eagles occur chiefly in
winter near the river. Often the approach of an Eagle may be signaled by the approach of flocks of fleeing ducks. Large cottonwoods along the bank are favored
perches. There are 88 records from November through March, with a peak in
December and January (Fig. 46).
I saw no Bald Eagles in Corrales in the 1960s or 1970s. Since the late 1980s
they have been regularly seen in winter.
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Figure 46. Number of days each month Bald Eagles were observed.

FALCONIDAE. Falcons
MERLIN. Falco columbarius.—I have recorded this rare winter visitor only twice in
Corrales, one on 8 November 1997 and one on 9 January 1994.
PRAIRIE FALCON. Falco mexicanus.—I have recorded a single Prairie Falcon six
times in Corrales: 7 and 8 January 1999 (probably the same bird chasing European
Starlings, Sturna vulgarus), 18 July 1998, 1 September 1962, 23 December 1967, and
27 December 1964.
AMERICAN KESTREL. Falco sparverius.—With over 600 records for the Village, the
American Kestrel is one of the more common Corrales birds throughout the year,
especially during the breeding season (Fig. 47).
Kestrels are cavity nesters and readily enter and nest in suitably sized bird
boxes. We constructed boxes with a floor 8 inches square, a cavity 12–15 inches
deep, and an entrance 3 inches in diameter and found that Kestrels and ScreechOwls use them regularly, as do European Starlings. Occasionally Flickers try to use
them, but unsuccessfully, so far as I know. In 1996 three boxes were simultaneously
occupied by pairs of American Kestrel. I have recorded them entering nest boxes as
early as late February and have observed them copulating in March, April, and May.
April and May are times of intense activity around the nest. My observations suggest
that young begin emerging in June although some may not fledge until August.
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Figure 47. Number of days each month American Kestrels were observed.

RALLIDAE. Rails
SORA. Porzana carolina.—Soras are seldom seen, even in places where they are
fairly common. There is little suitable habitat in Corrales but I have seen six individuals as follows: 14 August 1994 one at the river, 29 August 1994 one near our
house, 1 September 1994 two by our house, 15 August 2000 one by our house, and
one on 15 September 2006 dead by the interior drain.
Two birds were flushed from behind shrubbery while I was mowing grass, one
appeared in a rose bed, and one was found hiding behind furniture on the porch. All
appeared in late August or early September. Likely all were dispersing from their
nesting areas and perhaps a green lawn signified “marsh” to them.
AMERICAN COOT. Fulica americana.—Coots are uncommon in Corrales. Most records are from the river or the clear ditch in October through April with none from
May through July (Fig. 48). Appropriate wetlands would likely encourage residency
throughout the summer.

Figure 48. Number of days each month American Coots were observed.
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GRUIDAE. Cranes
SANDHILL CRANE. Grus canadensis.—Some Sandhill Cranes winter in Corrales.
Usually they may be seen in the morning on larger open fields. Late in the morning
many fly to the river to rest on small islands and sandbars. We regularly attract
small groups to our yard to feed on wheat or corn.
Large flocks pass over Corrales during migration in February and March and
again in October and November, the latter being the high point of the year. At those
seasons cranes fly very high either heading north or south in V-formations or wheeling about on rising thermal air currents. Their loud, sonorous voices fill the valley
with the unmistakable sound of the changing season. Cranes nest far to the north,
with many New Mexican birds, and summer in southern Idaho.
In earlier decades, many cranes passed through on migration but relatively few
wintered in Corrales. Recently, wintering birds are more common (Fig. 49). Some of
this change may be attributable to the prohibition on hunting in Corrales since
1971.

Figure 49. Monthly number of Sandhill Crane sightings for five decades.

Cranes nesting in northern Canada and Alaska are smaller and often browner
than those from the northern United States. These Lesser Sandhill Cranes (Grus
canadensis canadensis) sometimes appear in Corrales and are often recognizable
among their larger southern relatives. On 1 February 2008 a small brown crane,
perhaps a Lesser Sandhill, appeared among the normal Sandhills in our yard (Fig.
50). This bird remained until 17 February (photo taken 3 February 2008; see next
page). Feather staining is an alternative explanation (Nesbitt 1975).
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Figure 50. One of the cranes seen in our yard in February 2008 may have been a Lesser Sandhill Crane,
which sometimes appear in Corrales.

WHOOPING CRANE. Grus americana.—During the 1970s and 1980s, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service introduced Whooping Crane eggs into the nests of Sandhill
Cranes in the Gray’s Lake region of Idaho, hoping to establish a population there.
The foster parents raised the young Whooping Cranes, who migrated with their
parents to Bosque del Apache refuge. The first of those Whooping Cranes appeared
in the state in 1975 but failed to mate, so the cross-fostering experiment was abandoned. I know of no Whooping Crane records in Corrales since 1999. My records for
Corrales are summarized in Table 3.
Year
1976
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1987
1988
1990
1994
1995
1999

No. Individuals
1
3
1
1
4
3
5
1
4
1
1
1
2
1

Table 3. Observations of Whooping Cranes in
Corrales after the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
began the cross-fostering experiment with
Sandhill Cranes in the Gray’s Lake region of
Idaho (1970s).
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CHARADRIIDAE. Plovers
KILLDEER. Charadrius vociferus.—Killdeer are present in every month in Corrales
and probably nest here on islands in the river. I recorded birds, probably nesting, by
the Sandoval lateral during May 1966 and on an island in the river in June 1985. In
October, November, and December many more are seen on the river than at other
seasons, suggesting that in winter our area hosts many birds that have nested in
other regions.
RECURVIROSTRIDAE. Stilts and Avocets
BLACK-NECKED STILT. Himantopus mexicanus.—I recorded a Black-necked Stilt on
the flooded fields at the Recreation Center on 12 April 2002.
AMERICAN AVOCET. Recurvirostra americana.—I recorded this large, beautiful
shorebird four times in Corrales: 2 June 1968 (11 birds), 24 May 1993 (1), 29 April
1995 (5), and 31 March 1996 (2), with all 19 sightings being on the river.
SCOLOPACIDAE. Sandpipers
SPOTTED SANDPIPER. Actitis macularius.—In Corrales, Spotted Sandpipers are regularly seen on the river during the nesting season (May through July) and have
mostly migrated to the south by the end of October (Fig. 51). They are typical
summer residents. During June the birds engage in courtship flight.

ed

Figure 51. Number of individuals and days each month Spotted Sandpipers were observed.

WILSON’S SNIPE. Gallinago delicata.—In Corrales Wilson’s Snipe appear in small
numbers in late summer or fall, reach a peak in December, and then decline through
April (Fig. 52). Almost all records are from the clear ditch or the interior drain,
where individuals may probe for food along the ditch margins. Most are spotted
after they take flight. One record comes from a plowed field. Tommie Findley
observed one pursued along the clear ditch by a small accipiter, probably a Sharpshinned Hawk.
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Figure 52. Number of individuals and days each month Wilson’s Snipe were observed.

LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER. Limnodromus scolopaceus.—My Corrales records are of
four birds seen on the river on 22 March 1996 and one on 8 October 2000.
WILLET. Tringa semipalmata.—The two Corrales records are five birds on the river
21 April 1994 and six birds on the river 8 October 1994.
GREATER YELLOWLEGS. Tringa melanoleuca.—I have one Corrales record of a
Greater Yellowlegs seen 30 March 1990. I saw a Yellowlegs of undetermined species
on 16 March 2008 and another on 18 August 1963. All three Tringa spp. were seen
in irrigated fields.
LONG-BILLED CURLEW. Numenius americanus.—My six Corrales records, all of
single birds seen in open pastures, are from 16 April 1961, 16 April 1966, 15 April
1988, 7 May 1961, 11 May 1998, and 10 July 1966.
AMERICAN WOODCOCK. Scolopax minor.—On 12 December 2012 Tommie Findley
and Joan Findley-Perls saw a Woodcock on the lawn near our house. I later viewed
the bird at close range and photographed it. The photo was submitted to Sartor O.
Williams III, editor of the New Mexico Ornithological Society (NMOS) Field Notes,
who verified its identity.
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LARIDAE. Gulls and Tern
RING-BILLED GULL. Larus delawarensis.—In Corrales, Ring-billed Gulls arrive in
December, are numerous through the winter, and are gone by the end of May (Fig.
53). They are frequently seen on the river and flying over the village. For a number
of years people put out bread for the gulls in a large open area in Rio Rancho on the
bluffs overlooking Corrales and the gulls gathered there every winter day, sometimes by the hundreds. This “gull place” was developed in 2000 and the gulls no
longer appear there.

Figure 53. Number of days and individual Ring-billed Gulls observed each month.

FRANKLIN’S GULL. Leucophaeus pipixcan.—Corrales records of this black-headed
species are all from March, April, and May. Most birds were seen in small flocks with
Ring-billed Gulls, resting or feeding in irrigated fields such as the playing field at the
Recreation Center.
BONAPARTE’S GULL. Chroicocephalus philadelphia.—I have one record of a Bonaparte’s Gull in Corrales; a bird in first winter plumage seen on the river 9 October
2005.
FORSTER’S TERN. Sterna forsteri.—I have seen single individuals of this species in
Corrales on 26 May 1994 and 19 October 2007.
BLACK TERN. Chlidonias niger.—I recorded a single Black Tern on 7 June 1964.
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COLUMBIDAE. Doves and Pigeons
MOURNING DOVE. Zenaida macroura.—Mourning Doves are present in Corrales
throughout the year (Fig. 54). Their numbers surge in April and reach a peak in July
when breeding activity is at maximum. Incidence of singing follows this pattern as
well and then drops sharply, ending in August. Dove numbers increase again in
September as newly fledged birds enter the population. Then, as the weather cools,
many Corrales doves depart. During the spring the songs of Mourning Doves
pervade Corrales.
Mourning doves in Corrales
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Figure 54. Number of days each month Mourning Doves were observed or heard.

WHITE-WINGED DOVE. Zenaida asiatica.—In Corrales White-winged Doves are
present throughout the year. They seem most abundant in spring when their
vocalization makes them conspicuous (Fig. 55). In the last year or two they became
common in winter as well, usually in the vicinity of food sources.
I first saw White-winged Doves in Corrales in 1998, although others had seen
them earlier. Beginning in 2003 they rapidly became common and now are present
throughout the year. The increased frequency of White-winged Doves in the last
decade has been accompanied by a decrease in Mourning Doves in the area (Fig. 56).
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Figure 55. Number of days each month White-winged Doves were observed or heard.
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Figure 56. Comparison of the changing abundance of White-winged Dove and Mourning
Dove 2003–2010.

EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE. Streptopelia decaocto.—Beginning early in the last
century, the Eurasian Collared Dove began expanding its range from the Near East
and the Indian subcontinent into Europe. Introduced into the Bahamas in 1975, it
spread to Florida and eventually reached the east side of New Mexico and the Rio
Grande Valley. In August 2004 I first observed individuals along Corrales Road near
the main canal on the Koontz Ranch. Since then I see them monthly along Corrales
Road and in 2010 they became common around our home (Fig. 57).

Figure 57. Decadal Eurasian Collared Dove observations 2004–2010.

INCA DOVE. Columbina inca.—Resident in southwestern New Mexico, the Inca Dove
has been moving northward. On 7 November 2006 I saw one at a bird feeder in our
yard in Corrales.
ROCK DOVE. Columba livia.—Rock Doves occur in Corrales as domestic birds and
also as wild or feral populations, including 40 or 50 birds living under the Alameda
Bridge that are often seen winging up and down the river.
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CUCULIDAE—Cuckoos, Roadrunners, and Anis.
GREATER ROADRUNNER. Geococcyx californianus.—Roadrunners are common in
Corrales throughout the year (Fig. 58). Beginning in early spring they start to advertise their membership in the cuckoo family by calling, a series of six or so lowpitched coos. This activity is coincident with the elaborate courtship displays and
mating. Records of calling and mating Roadrunners peak in May, while nesting and
the production of young peak in July. A distinctive sound called bill-rattling is produced by vibrating the upper and lower mandibles together and is heard through
the breeding season but peaks when young are in the nest.
Roadrunners are thought to be monogamous, and pairs may maintain territories throughout the year. Nests are built in trees or large shrubs up to 5 m off the
ground. Both sexes care for the young. Animals make up the majority of diet items
and are used in proportion to their abundance and ease of capture. Insects are
perhaps the commonest food in summer but we have observed roadrunners eating
snails, snakes, lizards, small birds, mice, and once a nestling roadrunner. These are
aggressive predators, often frequenting bird-feeding stations to capture Juncos and
other small species. Heidi Findley reported a Roadrunner that reached through the
bars of a canary cage and grabbed the hapless occupant.

Figure 58. Number of days each month Greater Roadrunners were observed or heard.

YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO. Coccyzus americanus.—Formerly Cuckoos arrived in
Corrales in May and were mostly gone by September (Fig. 59). Most records are of
calling birds, meaning that the recorded season of occurrence coincides with the
time when they are vocal. I observed one building a nest in June and a pair copulating in July. Some birds are still calling in August.
Yellow-billed Cuckoos have declined in numbers throughout the West in recent
decades, possibly because of the loss of riparian breeding habitat as well as wintering habitat in the Neotropics. The Corrales dataset shows this decline. Even
though I expended more effort in the 1990s and 2000s than in the 1960s, the last
cuckoos I saw or heard were in May and June of 1998 (Fig. 60).
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Figure 59. Number of days each month Yellow-billed Cuckoos were observed or heard.

Figure 60. Decadal percent of days Yellow-Billed Cuckoos were seen or heard, 1960s
through the 2000s.

GROOVE-BILLED ANI. Crotophaga sulcirostris.—This largely tropical species is occasionally reported in various parts of the United States. There are scattered records
for New Mexico. Barbara Swanson observed one in Corrales on 19 September 1988.
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TYTONIDAE—Barn Owl.
BARN OWL. Tyto alba.—The late John Durrie told me that in the 1950s he had seen
Barn Owls occasionally in the old cottonwoods in the northern part of the Koontz
Ranch in northern Corrales. He suggested that they might nest in that area. I have
two sight records from our farm, 15 April 1991 and 5 August 1998.
STRIGIDAE—Owls.
WESTERN SCREECH-OWL. Megascops kennicottii.—Screech-Owls are common in
the wooded areas of Corrales but are secretive and rarely seen. They readily enter
and nest in bird boxes of the appropriate size. With a conveniently placed box as an
aid, one can easily keep track of some aspects of owl natural history.
These owls are present in Corrales throughout the year (Fig. 61). Although they
may be partly migratory, Corrales data do not support that idea. Screech-Owls are
most often recorded in winter, when they may be seen peering from nest boxes
during the day, and in spring and early summer when they are very vocal and the
young appear. Vocalization begins in late winter and climaxes in summer when the
young join the population. Thereafter until spring, the birds are largely silent. The
young, usually four or five, begin to appear in late May and for a few weeks are
widely seen and heard and may be approached closely.
In the warmer months Screech-Owls eat insects but in winter they consume
small birds and mammals. Other birds treat the little owls as predators and often
mob individuals that are found roosting in the open. A localized clamor of small
birds is often a sign that an owl is nearby.
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Figure 61. Monthly Western Screech-Owl data for Corrales.
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GREAT HORNED OWL. Bubo virginianus.—In Corrales, Great Horned Owls are present but rarely detected (Fig. 62). These owls begin calling low, usually five-parted
hoots in January. Then pairs are formed and the birds are on the nest by February.
Young appear by April and start leaving the nest in May. In Corrales nesting is often
in abandoned Crow nests in large cottonwoods. The increased frequency of nesting
Crows in the 1980s and 1990s may have benefited Owls. While the bosque seems
preferable for nesting, Great Horned Owls forage throughout the village including in
the newer neighborhoods west of the main canal.

Figure 62. Number of days each month Great Horned Owls were recorded, including young.

BURROWING OWL. Athene cunicularia. Burrowing Owls are found in summer in
grasslands throughout New Mexico. Some Burrowing Owls in Corrales head southward in winter but a few are present in Corrales throughout the year (Fig. 63).
Corrales records are mostly from west of the main canal where the birds
occupy burrows along some arroyos and on the bluffs. I have recorded the most
sitting at the mouths of burrows on south-facing slopes of arroyos. Development of
the western part of the Village has greatly reduced available habitat.

Figure 63. Number of days and individual Burrowing Owls recorded each month.
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NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL. Aegolius acadicus.—Chiefly a resident of mountain
forests in New Mexico, the Saw-whet Owl may appear at lower elevations in winter
and during migration. On 15 February 1964 Stuart Findley found a dead Saw-whet
in the Bosque Preserve (specimen deposited in the Museum of Southwestern Biology; MSB 2361). On 24 August 1994 the late Gordon Kirkland, who was familiar
with the voice of this species in Pennsylvania, heard one calling in woods near the
interior drain.
LONG-EARED OWL. Asio otus.—Found throughout New Mexico, chiefly from woodland and lower communities and mostly in the warm seasons. Corrales records from
the NMOS Field Notes are from 13 May 1976 (15:1) and 15 May 1982 (21:2).
CAPRIMULGIDAE—Goatsuckers.
COMMON NIGHTHAWK. Chordeiles minor.—Nighthawks are present in Corrales
from May through September. I have no evidence of their nesting in Corrales, although they may nest on the West Mesa. The greatest numbers are seen in August
and September when migratory flocks may fill the skies in the evening (Fig. 64).

Figure 64. Number of days and individual Common Nighthawks observed each month.

MEXICAN WHIP-POOR-WILL. Antrostomus arizonae.—Summer inhabitants of southern montane pine–oak forest in New Mexico, Whip-poor-wills are rarely reported in
the northern part of the state. I saw one in our woods on 10 October 1970.
APODIDAE—Swifts
WHITE-THROATED SWIFT. Aeronautes saxatalis.—In Corrales White-throated
Swifts are spring migrants seen from March to June with peak numbers in April.
Careful examination of flocks of migrating Violet-green Swallows often reveals a few
of these Swifts in attendance. I have observed them copulating, on the wing, in June.
In July and August my only records are from the nearby Sandia and Jemez
Mountains.
BLACK SWIFT. Cypseloides niger.—Uncommon nesters in western canyon lands,
Black Swifts migrate through New Mexico and may nest in the northwest, including
the Jemez Mountains. I’ve seen one flock of 10 in Corrales on 7 June 1993.
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OTHER SWIFTS. Chaetura spp.—On 26 May 1962 I saw two small Swifts at the
Alameda Bridge that were either Chimney Swifts (Chaetura pelagica) or Vaux’s
swifts (Chaetura vauxi). Both have been reported in New Mexico but the Chimney
Swift is far more likely here.
TROCHILIDAE—Hummingbirds
BLACK-CHINNED HUMMINGBIRD. Archilochus alexandri.—Black-chinned Hummingbirds arrive in Corrales in April. The earliest date I’ve recorded one is 15 April
while the average of nine first dates is 18 April. The conspicuous courtship flights
begin immediately and peak in number in July. Nests are constructed by June and
the first young appear in July, or perhaps earlier. By September large numbers of
young may be observed at feeders. Birds normally remain until the third week in
September. The average of 15 last dates is September 23 and the latest date I’ve
recorded is 2 October (Fig. 65).
Black-chinned Hummingbirds are common visitors to hummingbird feeders.
They are also widespread elsewhere, especially in the bosque, where they are often
the most common birds seen and heard during the summer. Although Hummingbirds are known as nectar-feeders, few flowers are blooming when they first arrive.
Insects form an important part of their annual diet and are a critical protein source
for nestlings as well. Along the clear ditch, Hummingbirds are often seen feeding
upon swarms of midges, tiny flies that gather in courtship dances over the water.
RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD. Selasphorus rufus.—In New Mexico Rufous Hummingbirds pass through chiefly on their fall migration, with spring migration taking place
much-further west. Almost all New Mexican records are for fall migration. My
earliest Corrales record is for 2 July (average of 16 first dates is 12 July) and the
latest is 15 September 15 (average of 12 last dates is 3 September) (Fig. 65).
Rufous Hummingbirds set up feeding territories in rich patches of flowers as
they proceed along their migratory path. In Corrales a favored flower is Rocky
Mountain bee plant (Cleome serrulata), but Hummingbird feeders are often defended vigorously and vocally against other Hummingbirds, including the numerous Black-chinneds.
BROAD-TAILED HUMMINGBIRD. Selasphorus platycercus.—These are the common
montane breeding Hummingbirds of the Rocky Mountain West including the mountains of New Mexico. Broad-tailed Hummingbirds appear in Corrales in small numbers during spring migration in April and May and then return during fall migration
in July, August, and September (Fig. 65).
CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD. Selasphorus calliope.—This species is present in Corrales
in small numbers during the fall migration in July, August, and September (Fig. 65).
MAGNIFICENT HUMMINGBIRD. Eugenes fulgens.—This largely tropical species is
most common in southwestern New Mexico but has been recorded in coniferous
forest in the northern mountains. My one record is of an adult male seen near the
house on 30 May 2006.
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Figure 65. Number of Black-chinned, Rufous, Broad-tailed, and Calliope Hummingbirds seen
each month.

ALCEDINIDAE—Kingfishers
BELTED KINGFISHER. Megaceryle alcyon.—Corrales records suggest a migratory
pattern of Kingfishers with more records in winter and during migration than in
summer (Fig. 66). Most are seen along the drain ditches and the river. I have no
evidence of nesting in Corrales but records through the summer suggest that
breeding here is likely.

Figure 66. Number of individuals and days each month Belted Kingfishers were observed.
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PICIDAE—Woodpeckers
NORTHERN FLICKER. Colaptes auratus.—A small number of Northern Flickers
breed in Corrales and many individuals from elsewhere arrive in fall and winter
(Fig. 67). Drumming and calling begin in March and continues through June, perhaps
as late as August. I have seen birds entering nesting cavities from May through July
and have observed young looking out from a cavity in a small cottonwood on 21 July
1983.
Nesting cavities are often limiting resources for birds that need them and may
be a focus for competition. Starlings seem to be competitors of Flickers in Corrales.
On 6 May 1987 a pair of Flickers drove a starling away from a nest box they were
frequenting. On 10 May I observed a Flicker and a Starling emerge fighting from the
nest box. The flicker flew off and the starling went back inside. We have had flickersized nest boxes on our place for many years. They have hosted families of Starlings,
Kestrels, Wood Ducks, and Screech-Owls, but no Flickers have successfully reared
young in any of them.
Flickers are unusual among woodpeckers in that they spend much time feeding
on the ground. Ants are a desired food, and the small cavities drilled in the soil by
the birds are a common sight in dry places under trees where ants are common.
Eastern and western Northern Flickers differ in the color of the underwings and
undertails and in the mustache marks of males, which are black in easterns and red
in westerns. Occasionally the eastern form is seen here but a vast majority of the
records for Corrales are of the western (red-shafted) race. The two races occasionally hybridize and hybrids have been collected in our area (deposited in the
Museum of Southwestern Biology).

Figure 67. Number of days and individuals counted each month for Northern Flicker.
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LEWIS’S WOODPECKER. Melanerpes lewis.—In Corrales Lewis’s Woodpeckers were
formerly most common during fall migration and in winter. Although there are
records throughout the summer, I have no evidence of nesting in the village.
Lewis’s Woodpeckers have declined markedly in Corrales since the 1960s, as
Figure 68 shows. In the 1960s birders often came to Corrales specifically to see
Lewis’s Woodpeckers.

Figure 68. Decadal percent of days Lewis’s Woodpeckers were observed.

DOWNY WOODPECKER. Picoides pubescens.—Downy Woodpeckers are permanent
residents in Corrales. Nesting activity is signaled first by the drumming of both
males and females which begins in January or February and continues into August
(Fig. 69). I observed copulation in April. Nest cavity excavation takes place from
February through April and by May the adults are feeding young. Nest cavities may
be drilled in very small diameter branches, often on the underside of the branch. All
nests I located were in cottonwoods. Downy woodpeckers are common visitors at
suet feeders.
Downy Woodpeckers were not always common in Corrales. In the 1960s and
1970s they were not often seen (Fig. 70) and a majority of sightings were in the
colder months. Perhaps the increase in woodpecker abundance is related to the
increasingly wooded aspect of the village.
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Figure 69. Number of days each month Downy Woodpeckers were heard or observed.

Figure 70. Decadal percent of days Downy Woodpeckers were observed.

HAIRY WOODPECKER. Picoides villosus.—In Corrales, the few records of Hairy
Woodpeckers indicate concentrations of individuals in fall and winter with few
warm-season reports (Fig. 71), and I have no breeding records.
LADDER-BACKED WOODPECKER. Picoides scalaris.—Ladder-backed Woodpeckers
may be seen in Corrales throughout the year but, at least in the wooded parts of the
Village, are much less common than Downy Woodpeckers (Fig. 71). Compared with
Downy Woodpeckers, Ladder-backeds seem to prefer more open habitats and are
regularly seen on the West Mesa.
In the spring of 2002 both Downy and Ladder-backed Woodpeckers nested on
or near our place. The Ladder-backeds began drumming in February and in March
were engaging in territorial and courtship displays, sometimes interacting with the
local Downy Woodpeckers. A nest cavity was excavated in a cottonwood in April,
and by May the male and female were attending the nest. Young were in the nest in
June and emerged shortly thereafter.
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Figure 71. Number of days each month Hairy and Ladder-backed Woodpeckers were
observed.

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER. Melanerpes erythrocephalus.—In earlier decades Redheaded Woodpeckers were more common in Corrales than they now are (Fig. 72). In
1971 they may have been nesting in the Manierre Burn in the Bosque Preserve, a
site of large cottonwoods that was burned in 1969 or 1970. Most of the trees were
killed in the fire and, for a few years, they provided excellent habitat for cavitynesting birds and other animals. Here, Red-headed Woodpeckers were calling and
drumming and very likely nested.
Records from this earlier period include a specimen in the Museum of
Southwestern Biology that I collected on 26 August 1963 (MSB 2332). The records
from the 1990s include one seen near our house on 3 October 1994, one reported by
Philip Gasteyer on 16 September 1995 at his home west of the main canal and one
seen on Corrales Road at Dead Man’s Curve on 4 August 2008.

Figure 72. Decadal frequency of Red-headed Woodpeckers observations.
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ACORN WOODPECKER. Melanerpes formicivorus.—This is a resident in higher elevation woodlands and forests in the Southwest. I recorded one on 30 June 1996 in
Corrales.
WILLIAMSON’S SAPSUCKER. Sphyrapicus thyroideus.—A resident of montane coniferous forests in New Mexico. Williamson’s Sapsuckers show up in Corrales during
fall migration (Fig. 73). Most individuals I’ve seen were females.
RED-NAPED SAPSUCKER. Sphyrapicus nuchalis.—A resident of montane coniferous
forests in New Mexico. With the exception of one March record, all my Corrales
sightings have been in fall or winter (Fig. 73).

Figure 73. Number of days each month Williamson’s and Red-naped Sapsuckers were
observed.

TYRANNIDAE—Tyrant Flycatchers
BLACK PHOEBE. Sayornis nigricans.—Black Phoebes may be present in Corrales all
year but are much more common from April through September (Fig. 74). I saw
Black Phoebes relatively infrequently in Corrales during the 1960s but, beginning in
the late 1980s, they became more common. Most records I have are from near
water, with many seen along the clear ditch and the interior drain. These Phoebes
skim insects from the surface of swimming pools and are frequent attendants at
irrigation.
The aerial courtship song of the male, usually performed very early in the
morning, is heard during June and nests are built and occupied in that month. Young
appear in July, may fledge by the end of the month, and family groups remain
together into August. The greatest number of individual phoebes is seen in July,
August, and September when young join their parents in the volant population.
SAY’S PHOEBE. Sayornis saya.—Say’s Phoebes may be seen in any month in Corrales, but they are less common in winter. Unlike Black Phoebes, Say’s are not
partial to the vicinity of water and are more likely to be seen in arid, open places
including the area west of the Main Canal.
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This species seems to mate and nest somewhat earlier than do the Black
Phoebes. I heard males singing in March and young may be in the nest by the middle
of May. My earliest record of fledged young is 22 May. Probably there is a second
nesting. On 24 May I recorded adults rebuilding a nest from which young had left,
and there are many nesting records from early June. Say’s Phoebes are most commonly seen in April, May, and June, and drop in numbers thereafter, when Black
Phoebes are at their most abundant (Fig. 74).

Figure 74. Number of days each month Say’s and Black Phoebes were observed.

WESTERN KINGBIRD. Tyrannus verticalis.—In Corrales, Western Kingbirds are seen
from April through September, with peaks in May as spring migrants appear and
then again in July as young emerge and early fall migrants appear (Fig. 75).
I have a record of nest-building on a power pole on 22 May 1994 and observations
of full-sized young on 21 July 1963.
CASSIN’S KINGBIRD. Tyrannus vociferans.—In Corrales Cassin’s Kingbirds are rare
in spring and early summer but are regularly observed during late summer and fall
(Fig. 75). I have no nesting records for the village but it would not be surprising to
find them breeding here. They are present on the western part of the adjacent West
Mesa throughout the summer, where they nest in cholla (Opuntia spp.) bushes.
EASTERN KINGBIRD. Tyrannus tyrannus.—The few Corrales records of Eastern
Kingbirds are from May, June, July, and September (Fig. 75). On 31 July 1962, I
recorded the presence of full-grown young with an adult, suggestive of nesting in
the village or at least nearby.
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Figure 75. Number of days each month Western, Cassin’s, and Eastern Kingbirds were
observed.

ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER. Myiarchus cinerascens.—Ash-throated Flycatchers
appear in Corrales in small numbers in April, are commonly heard and seen in May,
June, and July, and quickly disappear in August (Fig. 76). I observed them nestbuilding and carrying food for young in June. Most of these flycatchers in Corrales
are in wooded areas.
Ash-throated flycatchers in Corrales
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Figure 76. Number of days each month Ash-throated Flycatchers were observed or heard
(only during April–August).

WESTERN WOOD-PEWEE. Contopus sordidulus.—In Corrales Wood-Pewees are
commonly seen and heard during spring migration and early summer (May–June),
are inconspicuous or scarce in July, and are seen regularly in August and September
during fall migration. Wood-Pewees are most commonly seen perched on dead
twigs under the cottonwood canopy.
I have no nesting records, but I recorded an adult feeding a young Brownheaded Cowbird (Molothrus ater) on 26 June 1964. In the 1990s and later, I saw
fewer Wood-Pewees in June and July and saw no nests during that entire decade.
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Through 1989
1990 onward

Figure 77. Percent of days each month Western Wood-Peewees were observed.

OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER. Contopus cooperi.—The Olive-sided Flycatcher is most
often seen in Corrales during spring and fall migration (Fig. 78). These larger
relatives of the Western Wood-Pewee tend to hunt from higher perches, often on an
exposed dead branch near the top of a tree.

Figure 78. Number of days each month Olive-sided Flycatchers were observed.

TYRANNIDAE—Empidonax Flycatchers
EMPIDONAX FLYCATCHERS. Empidonax spp.—There are 11 species of these
small, non-descript flycatchers in North America north of Mexico. Ten have been recorded in New Mexico although only six are regularly seen in Corrales. Distinguishing between species in the field is a challenge even for the experienced birder.
Differences in size and color are very slight but voices are often distinctive and,
together with nesting habitat, provide the best means of identification. Unfortunately most are silent during migration when they may occur in a variety of
habitats. I have no nesting records for the village. Corrales records are from spring
and fall migration.
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A bird observed on 2 June was very yellowish and gave the distinctive call of
the Cordilleran Flycatcher (Empidonax occidentalis) a common breeding species in
near-by montane forests. One bird of a group of other Empidonax seen on 31 May
1964 sang a song reminiscent of the Alder Flycatcher (Empidonax alnorum), which
is the one species not reported from New Mexico. More likely it was a Willow
Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii).
On 7 May 2005 and on 3 May 2006, I identified a Gray Flycatcher (Empidonax
wrightii) at very close range. The downward bobbing of the tail, a distinctive feature
of this species, was clearly visible.
LANIIDAE—Shrikes
LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE. Lanius ludovicianus.—Loggerhead Shrike records from Corrales are mostly from late summer, fall, and winter. However, most Corrales records
(Fig. 79) are from the 1960s (38 records) with very few from the 1990s or later (six
records).
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Figure 79. Decadal frequency (percent of days) Loggerhead Shrikes were observed.

NORTHERN SHRIKE. Lanius excubitor.—On 22 December 1988 Pete Smith found a
dead Northern Shrike that had flown into a window of his house near Old Church
Road and West Ella (specimen in the Museum of Southwestern Biology, MSB 6274).
Shrikes have declined in numbers across North America. Loss of native grassland and use of pesticides to control grasshoppers have been suggested as causes.
Because Shrikes are open-country birds, it may be that the urbanization of Corrales
has led to this local decimation. Comparison with records from the adjacent West
Mesa (west of the developed part of Rio Rancho) suggests that this may be the case.
There, Shrikes are commonly observed in every month. In the 1990s, when Shrikes
were almost totally absent from Corrales, I saw them on more than half of my
observation days throughout the year on the West Mesa.
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VIREONIDAE—Vireos
WARBLING VIREO. Vireo gilvus.—The Warbling Vireo is a common migrant during
spring and fall in Corrales (Fig. 80).
PLUMBEOUS VIREO. Vireo plumbeus.—Corrales records of the Plumbeous Vireo are
all from migration, although the species has been recorded in summer at Bosque del
Apache and might be in Corrales then also (Fig. 80).
Until the mid-1990s this species, and its close relatives the Cassin’s Vireo (Vireo
cassinii) and the Blue-headed Vireo (Vireo solitarius proper), were considered races
of a single species, the Solitary Vireo; all of them were known as Solitary Vireos
(Vireo solitarius). While some of those records likely refer to the Plumbeous, it’s
possible that some refer to Cassin’s Vireo. The differences between the three species
are slight and all have been recorded in New Mexico.

Figure 80. Number of days each month Warbling and Plumbeous Vireos were observed.

RED-EYED VIREO. Vireo olivaceus.—This common species of eastern forests is occasionally recorded in New Mexico. I saw one in Corrales on 27 May 1996.

CORVIDAE—Crows, Jays, and Magpie
AMERICAN CROW. Corvus brachyrhynchos.—Crows may be seen in Corrales most of
the year. They are sometimes present in large numbers in winter and are less common in summer (Fig. 81). In the 1960s Crows were reasonably common in winter
but quite uncommon in summer, although they were probably nesting in Corrales in
small numbers. Although I found no nests then, on 26 June 1964 I observed two
adults with three newly fledged young. I saw them on many of the weekly bosque
censuses during the summer of 1966 but only single individuals were recorded.
Beginning in the 1980s Crows became common nesting birds in the village. In the
1990s and through 2008, they nested every year in the cottonwoods around our
place, an activity the trees had been too small to support in the 1960s.
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Beginning in 2003 West Nile virus became prevalent in New Mexico, and birds
are among its common victims. The Animal Control officers in Corrales reported
many dead birds, predominately crows. Concurrently, in 2004, we observed no
Crows nesting in Corrales although a few nests were reported in the Bosque
Preserve by biologists from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Crow numbers in
Corrales plummeted by 2005, followed by limited recovery and then a large increase
in 2010 (Fig. 82).
In March Crows are seen in pairs, even though large flocks of wintering birds
are still present. Nest sites are selected in that month and some nest construction
begins. In April, copulation is commonly observed and eggs are laid. Commonly
more than two adults are seen in attendance at the nest, with adults bringing food to
young. Possibly the additional helpers are children from the previous year or aunts
and uncles (Verbeek and Caffrey 2002); nest helpers have been observed in many
species of birds. In June and July groups of fledged young are seen following the
parents and helpers. Young of the year can still be identified in August, but by September parties of Crows from other places are beginning to enter the valley and
local birds become harder to identify.
Crows are large enough to be safe from many kinds of predators. However, on
two occasions we have observed cases of predation by Red-tailed Hawks. On one
occasion the Hawk, carrying the Crow, made its way through the woods near the
house followed by a large flock of noisy Crows. On a second occasion about 200
Crows watched a hawk with a crow on the ground. Although the Crows cawed
vigorously and flew about in a threatening manner, none approached the Hawk.
Upon my appearance the Hawk released the Crow, which made its escape.

Figure 81. Number each month of American Crows observed.
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Figure 82. Mean number of American Crows observed per day 1994–2010.

COMMON RAVEN. Corvus corax.—In Corrales Common Ravens are not frequently
observed. Nonetheless, they may be observed in any month, usually flying high over
the village and often harassed by one or two Crows. They are somewhat more common in colder months. On 17 May 1993 I located a nest in a large cottonwood by the
edge of the river in the Bosque Preserve, approximately opposite the eastern end of
Camino de Lucia. Three fully-fledged young were present in the nest and I later saw
them in the same vicinity on 4 and 5 June.
In recent years the frequency of Common Ravens in Corrales has increased (Fig.
83).

Figure 83. Percent of days each year Common Ravens were observed (1994–2010).
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CHIHUAHUAN RAVEN. Corvus cryptoleucus.—Chihuahuan Ravens are often difficult
to distinguish from Common Ravens; the one diagnostic character is the white base
of the feathers, especially in the neck region, but this is difficult to see. Voice, size,
and tail shape all differ slightly from those features in the Common Raven but all
overlap enough so that certain identification is sometimes impossible. I have seen
only two birds in Corrales that I was sure were Chihuahuan Ravens.
BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE. Pica hudsonia.—Black-billed Magpies are rarely seen in
Corrales (Fig. 84).
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Figure 84. Number of days and individuals each month Black-billed Magpies were observed.

WESTERN SCRUB-JAY. Aphelocoma californica.—In Corrales, Western Scrub-Jays
are normally seen only as fall and winter visitors, appearing in the valley in late
August or September and remaining through April (Fig. 85). There are only a few
May records, and none from June or July; thus, no evidence of nesting in the village.
Jays are voracious at feeding stations.

Figure 85. Number of days and individual Western Scrub Jays observed each month.
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STELLER’S JAY. Cyanocitta stelleri.—During occasional winters, Steller’s Jays may
descend into the lowlands where they appear commonly at Corrales feeding
stations.

Figure 86. Number of days each month Steller’s Jays were observed.

Jays of either species occur sporadically in the Corrales valley (Fig. 87). Scrub-jays
are more likely to visit in winter while the appearance of Steller’s Jays is a muchmore noteworthy event.
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Figure 87. Number of days each year (1990–2009) Scrub and Steller’s Jays were observed.

Special Publication of the Museum of Southwestern Biology

68

BLUE JAY. Cyanocitta cristata.—I have seen Blue Jays eight times in Corrales as
follows: 7 November 1989 (1), 27 December 1989 (2), 10–11 May 1990 (2), 27
October 1993 (1), 31 December 1994 (1), and 25 April 1996 (1).
PINYON JAY. Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus.—As the production of pinyon nuts is
sporadic, both temporally and geographically, so is the occurrence and abundance of
Pinyon Jays, which wander widely seeking productive woodland stands. In years of
abundance a few individuals may be heard passing over Corrales. I have recorded
them 17 times: once in April and the rest in August, September, and October. The
2000–2003 invasion of Corrales by Pinyon Jays, as well as by Steller’s and ScrubJays, coincided with a massive die-off of pinyon in New Mexico and adjacent states,
caused by drought in combination with attacks by an engraver beetle, the pinyon ips
beetle (Ips confusus), and by black stain root disease (Leptographium wagneri).
ALAUDIDAE—Larks
HORNED LARK. Eremophila alpestris.—In the Corrales valley Horned Larks are
chiefly winter visitors, with most records in November through February and the
majority of individuals in December. On the adjacent West Mesa Larks are more
abundant and are seen through the year, with my data showing most sightings in
summer when the flocks are augmented by reproduction (Fig. 88).
As open-country birds, most Lark sightings are in bare fields, fields with very
low vegetation such as winter wheat, or on sand and mud bars in the river. However, open fields in Corrales constitute a diminishing habitat and, as fields have
disappeared, so have Larks. Beginning in the late 1980s the percentage of winter
observation days on which I recorded Larks in Corrales diminished more or less
steadily (Fig. 89).
An example of a specific habitat change that is partly responsible for this
reduction affected an eight-acre tract near our house that was fallow in winter and
often hosted small flocks of Larks. Recently the tract became a tree nursery and then
was subdivided for two houses. I have seen no Larks there since.

Figure 88. Number of Horned Larks observed (only during four winter months.)
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Figure 89. Percent of days Horned Larks were observed (1987–2010).

HIRUNDINIDAE—Swallows
VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW. Tachycineta thalassina.—Between March when they
first appear and September when they are last recorded, Violet-green Swallows are
totally absent from Corrales only in July (Fig. 90). They are most abundant during
spring migration when thousands may be seen, especially over the drainage and
irrigation ditches and the river. At this season they are the most common Corrales
swallow. I have recorded relatively few during fall migration.
TREE SWALLOW. Tachycineta bicolor.—The relatively few Corrales records of Tree
Swallows are from March through May, with only one sighting so late as June (Fig.
90). However, in view of the nesting records for Bosque del Apache, there is a possibility that nesting birds may turn up in the Corrales bosque.
NORTHERN ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW. Stelgidopteryx serripennis.—Roughwinged Swallows are usually seen singly or in pairs. I have observed them in June
near holes in the banks of the clear ditch and the Sandoval lateral, where I assumed
they were nesting (Fig. 90). On 4 June 1993 I observed two near the cut bank of an
island in the river. Because of their somewhat solitary nature, Rough-wingeds are
less conspicuous than are other Swallows. During the 1960s, while netting bats over
the clear ditch, I occasionally captured single Rough-wingeds before dark, even
though I had not seen the birds before.
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Figure 90. Number of days each month that Violet-green, Tree, and Rough-winged Swallows
were observed.

BANK SWALLOW. Riparia riparia.—Although I have recorded Bank Swallows on
relatively few days in Corrales, large numbers may be counted if near the vicinity of
a colony. There have been few colonies in Corrales. In 1964 there was a large colony
in the dirt banks excavated during gravel mining on the north side of Corrales Road
just west of the main canal. When the Rio Rancho development known as River’s
Edge was constructed, the bank was covered over and the colony was destroyed.
Other colonies existed along the banks of arroyos flowing eastward over the edge of
the mesa into the sandhills. In 1998 and 1999 there was a large colony on the southfacing bank of an arroyo at the west end of Sagebrush Road. Most of these colonies
were destroyed when the arroyos were filled to accommodate housing in Rio
Rancho. A few persisted until very recently. The Sagebrush Road colony was partly
buried by the construction of the drainage structure from Dam No. 1 to the Jones
floodway. Some returned in 1999 but by 2000 that colony was abandoned. A small
colony near the west end of Valle Vista Road existed precariously during 2001 and
2002, but I have seen no activity there since. In 2006 about 150 birds constructed a
colony in a cut bank at the western end of Coronado Road. In general, there has been
a decline in observation frequency of Bank Swallows (Fig. 91). On 9 July 2006 Susan
Weiss observed the birds feeding young.
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Figure 91. Percent of days Bank Swallows were observed (1992–2010).

CLIFF SWALLOW. Petrochelidon pyrrhonota.—In Corrales Cliff Swallows are most
easily seen in the vicinity of the Alameda Bridge, beneath which a small colony has
nested since the 1960s. Cliff Swallows construct nests of mud which they transport
as small mouths-full from a site where fresh mud is available. Those that nest under
the Alameda Bridge are dependent on river level, meaning useable mud is not available until the river has dropped after the spring run-off. Nest-building may begin in
May but most of the building activity I observed was in June and July. In 2001 the
birds of the Alameda colony were building in June and July and attending young in
the nest in August. In 1994 a small group began a colony under the bridge over the
Jones floodway on Corrales Road but the venture was unsuccessful.
BARN SWALLOW. Hirundo rustica.—This is the most commonly observed Swallow
in Corrales. Except during migration, Barn Swallows are usually seen foraging singly
or in small groups in the vicinity of their nests. As with Cliff Swallows, the nests are
made of small globules of mud packed together, but Barn Swallow nests are cup-like
while Cliff Swallows construct an enclosed globular chamber with a single opening.
Barn Swallows gather mud wherever it is available, and in Corrales fresh mud is
often available in newly irrigated fields. I have observed them gathering mud and
constructing nests in May. Barn Swallow nests are commonly placed in structures
such as barns, sheds, or porches. Young are produced in June and July, and perhaps
some birds nest a second time, extending the season into August. As newly fledged
young join the volant population and as migrants arrive in the valley from farther
north, the number of birds seen rises in September and then dwindles in October
when the last individuals depart.
Barn Swallows are common in Corrales all summer, but the frequency of
sighting and the number of birds seen peak in May and again in August and
September (Fig. 92).
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Figure 92. Number of days and individual Barn Swallows observed each month.

PURPLE MARTIN. Progne subis.—I have seen Purple Martins in Corrales only twice,
two birds on 20 August 1971 and four on 20 August 1978.
PARIDAE—Chickadees
BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE. Poecile atricapillus.—Black-capped Chickadees are
year-round residents in Corrales and are commonly seen and heard in the bosque
(Fig. 93). They are also regular visitors at feeders that offer sunflower seeds or suet.
Frequency of observation varies throughout the year. Black-capped Chickadees are
commonly seen in most months but reach a low point in May when the birds are
nesting, and perhaps some have moved to higher elevations.
Chickadees are cavity nesters. Woodpecker holes in cottonwoods are common
nest sites. Nesting activity begins in March and continues at least through May.
In the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s Black-capped Chickadees were uncommon in
Corrales, and I recorded them on ≤5% of the days on which I made observations. In
the 1990s and 2000s the birds became common and were seen on 20% to 35% of
observation days. In earlier decades a majority of the records were from the winter
months.
MOUNTAIN CHICKADEE. Poecile gambeli.—In some winters Mountain Chickadees
may be common at bird feeders in Corrales, feeding side by side with Black-capped
Chickadees. In invasion years these birds are most common during the winter
months but, as spring approaches, they become fewer. I have no records for May or
June. I have no evidence of nesting in Corrales, but hybrids between this species and
the Black-capped Chickadee have been recorded in the Middle Rio Grande Valley
where Mountain Chickadees nest.
Like Black-cappeds, Mountain Chickadees were more common in recent
decades (Fig. 93). The increase in both species may be related to the increasingly
woodland aspect of Corrales.
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Figure 93. Percent of days Black-capped and Mountain Chickadees were observed each
decade.

AEGITHALIDAE—Bushtits
BUSHTIT. Psaltriparus minimus.—In recent years bushtits were year-round residents in Corrales but prior to 1990 they were almost unknown. Of over 740 Bushtit
records I have accumulated, only five predate 1990 (Fig. 94). Contemporary records
are from throughout the year, with numbers diminishing in late winter and then increasing markedly in summer as young of the year enter the population (Fig. 95).
Bushtits have nested on our place since at least 1999. Nests we have observed
have been placed in cottonwoods, in Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia)
tangles, and in Thuja trees (Cupressaceae). We observed construction of the woven
pendant nests beginning in March and have seen birds in attendance at nests
through April and feeding young in May. Newly fledged young are active in June and
July.
Bushtits commonly travel in flocks of a dozen or more individuals. Except in the
nesting season, it is rare to see only one or two Bushtits. Bushtits are readily attracted to suet and we have seen them at suet feeders in every month.
Decadal frequency of Bushtits in Corrales
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Figure 94. Decadal frequency of Bushtit observations in Corrales.
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Figure 95. Number of days and individual Bushtits observed by month.

NUTHATCHES—Sittidae
WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH. Sitta carolinensis.—White-breasted Nuthatches are
seen in small numbers in the wooded areas of Corrales throughout the year (Fig.
96). They are most often seen and heard in the colder months when they are regular
visitors at feeders that offer sunflower seeds or suet. These small, often noisy birds
nest in cavities in trees and may be attracted to appropriately sized and situated
birdhouses.
Loud, persistent territorial calls are first uttered as early as November and
December when the birds may begin investigating nest cavities. This behavior
intensifies in January and February, and by March and April White-breasted Nuthatches are carrying nesting material to the selected cavity. Young are in the nest in
May when the adults are seen carrying food and removing fecal sacs from the nest.
Second broods may be produced, as suggested by the renewal of calling and displaying in June.
Like all cavity nesters, nuthatches are subject to nest predation and competition
for suitable cavities. House Sparrows (Passer domesticus) may be their chief competitors in Corrales. One nest that I watched ended by containing only a large
bullsnake (Pituophis catenifer sayi) that had consumed the nestlings.
In the 1960s and 1970s, White-breasted Nuthatches were uncommon in Corrales, when I recorded them on less than 10% of observation days. In the 1990s and
subsequent years they became one of the more regularly observed birds, and I
tallied them 40% to 50% percent of the time (Fig. 97).
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Figure 96. Number of days each month White-breasted Nuthatches were observed.
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Figure 97. Decadal frequency of White-breasted Nuthatch observations.

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH. Sitta canadensis.—Red-breasted Nuthatches are uncommon migrants and winter visitors in Corrales (Fig. 98). My few records are
concentrated in the late summer–fall migratory period. Most Red-breasted Nuthatches are located by their distinctive high-pitched voices.
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Figure 98. Number of days each month Red-breasted Nuthatches were observed.

CERTHIIDAE—Creepers
BROWN CREEPER. Certhia americana.—In New Mexico Brown Creepers occupy
high montane forests, especially of spruce and fir, throughout the state. Migration to
lower elevations brings a few to Corrales in some winters, with most sightings from
October through March. Creepers readily visit suet feeders but otherwise this small
obscure species may be noted inching up a cottonwood or by the sound of its faint,
high-frequency notes.
In recent years Creepers were found nesting in the bosque of the Albuquerque
south valley (Cartron et al. 2008), who also report a 1 September 2004 sighting of
two individuals in the Corrales Bosque and suggest that record might indicate nesting in Corrales. I have recorded single creepers near our house three times in September: 15 September 1998, 17 September 2002, and 20 September 2005. These
records seem likely to be an expected prelude to the fall increase in creeper sightings (Fig. 99).
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Figure 99. Number of days and individuals each month for Brown Creepers observed.
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TROGLODYTIDAE—Wrens
Most wrens are small, furtive birds, not easily observed but more readily detected
by vocalizations. I recorded five species in Corrales but only one, Bewick’s Wren,
is a permanent resident and is very likely to be seen or heard. The others, the House
Wren (Troglodytes aedon), Winter Wren (Troglodytes hiemalis), Marsh Wren (Cistothorus palustris), and Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus) are uncommon migrants or
winter visitors. A sixth species, the Cactus Wren (Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus),
occurs sparingly on the West Mesa. It might be seen in Corrales, especially in the
sandhill area west of Loma Larga, but I have recorded no sightings.
BEWICK’S WREN. Thryomanes bewickii.—Bewick’s Wrens are found in Corrales
year-round (Fig. 100), chiefly in wooded or shrubby sections. Observation frequency
drops from November through February. I’ve recorded singing in every month but
December. Most birds are singing from May through July.

Figure 100. Number of days each month Bewick’s Wrens were observed or heard.

In earlier decades, Bewick’s Wrens were uncommon in Corrales and I saw them
mostly in winter. In later decades they have become common year-round and are
actually more frequently recorded in the warmer months (Fig. 101).
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Figure 101. Percent of days Bewick’s Wrens observed monthly 1960–1989 and 1990–2009.
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HOUSE WREN. Troglodytes aedon.—In Corrales House Wrens are an uncommon
migrant and most are usually seen during the fall migration months of August
through October.
WINTER WREN. Troglodytes hiemalis.— I have one Winter Wren record from 20
November 1966 of a bird seen along the clear ditch. Others have been seen in the
same area in recent years.
MARSH WREN. Cistothorus palustris.—I have seen single Marsh Wrens on 20
December 1987, 12 December 1992, 5 October 2002, and 11 October 2002. Two
sightings were along the clear ditch and two were from the weedy margin of one of
our fields.
ROCK WREN. Salpinctes obsoletus.—I observed one Rock Wren on 4 October 2004.
POLIOPTILIDAE—Gnatcatchers
BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER. Polioptila caerulea.—Corrales records of Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers may all be spring and fall migrants. However, there is a possibility that
this species may be found nesting in the bosque or in other wooded areas of the
village. I have seen Blue-gray Gnatcatchers only rarely in Corrales. My data suggest
that they were more common in earlier decades (Fig. 102).

Figure 102. Number of days each month Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were observed.
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REGULIDAE—Kinglets
RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET. Regulus calendula.—In Corrales Ruby-crowned Kinglets
are chiefly winter visitors (Fig. 103). They readily visit suet feeders and are often
seen foraging for dormant insects in rose bushes or other shrubs around the house.
In winter usually one or two can be found along the clear ditch. In late winter the
faint burbling song may be heard and males may be seen erecting their red crestfeathers in display.

Figure 103. Number of days each month Ruby-crowned Kinglets were observed.

TURDIDAE—Thrushes
MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD. Sialia currucoides.—Twenty-seven Corrales records of
Mountain Bluebirds were from fall and winter (Fig. 104). One Corrales record
includes birds feeding on juniper berries (Juniperus spp.). On the West Mesa and
elsewhere in the adjacent woodlands, Mountain Bluebirds are commonly seen in
flocks feeding on juniper berries.
WESTERN BLUEBIRD. Sialia mexicana.—The majority of 56 Corrales records of
Western Bluebirds are from fall and winter (Fig. 104). Two records are of birds
eating mistle-toe berries (Santalaceae).
EASTERN BLUEBIRD. Sialia sialis.—Sixty-four Eastern Bluebird records from Corrales are chiefly from fall and winter. I have recorded them feeding upon Russian
Olives (Elaeagnus angustifolia), juniper berries, and millet (Poaceae).
When data from earlier years (1960 through 1989) are compared with the
years after 1989, observation frequencies of Mountain and Western Bluebirds have
decreased in number while those of Eastern Bluebirds have increased (Fig. 104).
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Figure 104. Decadal changes in frequency of Eastern, Mountain, and Western Bluebird
observations.

AMERICAN ROBIN. Turdus migratorius.—American Robins may be seen in Corrales
in any month but they are most common in winter. Robins may be heard singing
during most months but song frequency picks up in February and peaks in March,
then declines gradually through May and June (Fig. 105). Singing Robins do not
necessarily indicate nesting Robins. In some years hundreds of singing Robins are
present in winter and then leave without nesting. In others years many stay to nest,
and the dawn song chorus they produce in spring is one of the great pleasures to be
enjoyed in Corrales.
April, May, and June are the months of greatest nesting activity when birds are
observed on the nest, carrying food and feeding young. Young begin to leave the
nest in May.
Robin numbers fluctuate widely from year to year (Fig. 106). During some winters they are present in the thousands, passing over the village in large noisy flocks
and descending to feed on Russian olives, junipers, and other fruiting shrubs and
trees.

Figure 105. Number of days each month American Robins were observed or heard.
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Figure 106. Percent of days American Robins were observed annually from 1993–2010.

TOWNSEND’S SOLITAIRE. Myadestes townsendi.—Townsend’s Solitaires are iregular winter visitors and migrants in Corrales. Like Bluebirds and Robins they appear
in fruiting trees, especially favoring junipers.

Figure 107. Number of days each month Townsend’s Solitaires were observed.

HERMIT THRUSH. Catharus guttatus.—Hermit Thrushes are uncommonly but regularly observed in winter in Corrales, usually in the thicker parts of the bosque (Fig.
108). Although they are infrequently seen, they may be detected by their low, soft
call notes. Most records are from fall and winter.
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Figure 108. Number of days each month Hermit Thrushes were observed.

SWAINSON’S THRUSH. Catharus ustulatus.—On 16, 17, and 18 May 1995, I saw a
Swainson’s Thrush, likely the same individual, on our place. A bird seen 5 October
1998 is the only other record I have for Corrales.
WOOD THRUSH. Hylocichla mustelina.—On 28 June 1970 I heard a Wood Thrush
singing at the intersection of the Sandoval lateral and Dixon Road.
MIMIDAE—Mockingbirds and Thrashers
GRAY CATBIRD. Dumetella carolinensis.—I have recorded catbirds in the bosque
regularly from May through July, after which they are less frequently detected (Fig.
109). They are usually heard singing in those earlier months. Because of their secretive habits they likely are more common than the records indicate.
I found no nests but, because birds are singing during the nesting season, this
strongly suggests that they nest in Corrales. I have regularly heard them along the
“Tunnel Trail” which penetrates the thick stands of New Mexico olive (Forestiera
neomexicana) and silver buffaloberry (Shepherdia argentea) at the site of the 1970
Manniere burn.

Figure 109. Number of Hermit Thrushes each month that were observed or heard.
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NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD. Mimus polyglottos.—Most Corrales records of mockingbirds are from April through August, although in earlier decades the birds were
also seen through the winter. I have records for every month but March (Fig. 110).
Singing begins in April and by May can often be heard on moonlit nights. Nesting activity is high in May with birds tending nests, incubating, and feeding young.
Young emerge in May and early June and some birds sing until July.
In Corrales Northern Mockingbirds were seen rather commonly in the 1960s
but they have been uncommon since then (Fig. 111). This change may be related to
the change in land use in Corrales or it may be simply be that mockingbirds are
sporadic in their occurrence in our region. For example, in 1995 they were common
and were nesting on the West Mesa from April into August. In that same year I
tallied one Corrales record. Most records from the late 1990s and 2000s are from
west of Loma Larga.

Figure 110. Number of Northern Mockingbirds each month that were observed
or heard.
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Figure 111. Decadal frequency of Northern Mockingbird observations.
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CURVE-BILLED THRASHER. Toxostoma curvirostre.—Curve-billed Thrashers are
common inhabitants of desert portions of Mexico and the Southwest including
southern, central, and northeastern New Mexico. They are relatively common on the
West Mesa, in the Sandia foothills, and now in western Corrales. I had no Corrales
records until 1998 when I saw one on Arco Iris, west of Loma Larga. In subsequent
years, Curve-billed Thrashers have become regular inhabitants of Corrales west of
the main canal. I have recorded them singing in February, March, July, and October
and I have recorded them in every month but June.
In February 2007 a bird appeared at the feeding station deep in the forested
part of the Village near the Riverside drain and the Bosque Preserve. A single bird
also appeared at that station during January, February, and March of 2008.
SAGE THRASHER. Oreoscoptes montanus.—Sage Thrashers are regularly seen in
winter on the West Mesa. In September 2002, one was at our place for five days and
in October 2003 I saw five birds west of the main canal.
STURNIDAE—Starlings
EUROPEAN STARLING. Sturnus vulgaris.—In 1955, James Sands conducted a breeding bird survey in the bosque just south of the Alameda Bridge and recorded no
starlings. They were present in November and December 1960 when I began keeping Corrales records, and I first recorded them nesting in May 1964. Starlings have
been present in Corrales since at least 1960, but they became common after the
1980s coincident with urbanization (Fig. 112).
In Corrales starlings nest in a variety of cavities including holes in larger cottonwoods in the bosque. In May 1994, eight pairs were nesting in buildings on our
10-acre farm. These aggressive birds begin nesting early. Some are heard singing in
December and January and by February they are investigating nest sites. By April
many are feeding young and in May the first fledged young are seen. By June flocks
of fully-fledged youngsters are seen feeding. Bird boxes frequently house European
Starlings, and competition for the boxes may be intense. On one occasion I observed
a starling dragging an adult screech owl from a nest box by the wing. Frequency of
nesting seems to have diminished in recent years. In the early 1990s I commonly
observed nesting activity. After 2000 nesting records became rare, and in 2004,
2006, 2008, 2009, and 2010 I observed no nesting birds.
Starlings are opportunistic feeders on a variety of plants and animals. During
the nesting season, which coincides with the emergence of the bell moth larvae
(Tortricidae; “leaf rollers”) in the cottonwoods, the birds may be seen in flocks
foraging for these caterpillars in the trees. In fall, starlings feed on ripe Russian
olives. Communal foraging also takes place on the ground, and lines of the birds
march across fields and lawns combing the vegetation for insects. Starlings are most
common in Corrales in winter when immense flocks may be seen (Fig. 113).
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Figure 112. Decadal percent of days European Starlings were observed.
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Figure 113. Number of European Starlings observed each month.
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MOTACILLIDAE—Pipits
AMERICAN PIPIT. Anthus rubescens.—Migrant American Pipits arrive in Corrales in
October and are present in small numbers until May. They are most often seen in
open areas such as pastures or mowed alfalfa fields and especially on sandbars in
the river. Their pattern of seasonal occurrence suggests a fall and spring migration
pulse, as shown in Fig. 114.

Figure 114. Number of days and individuals each month American Pipits were observed.

BOMBYCILLIDAE—Waxwings
CEDAR WAXWING. Bombycilla cedrorum.—Corrales records of Cedar Waxwings are
from November through May (Fig. 115). Two records are from 1970 and 1971 while
the rest are from 1987 or later.
Cedar Waxwings are usually seen in flocks, often feeding on Russian olives, and their
high-pitched reedy calls are an easily recognizable clue to their presence. In the
aftermath of the 1994 Cabezon Fire in the south end of the Bosque Preserve, cottonwood leaf beetles (Chrysomela scripta) and their larvae and pupae quickly spread to
other parts of the bosque. Tommie Findley observed Cedar Waxwings eating them
on 30 May 1995.

Figure 115. Number of days each month Cedar Waxwings were observed.
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BOHEMIAN WAXWING. Bombycilla garrulus.—In New Mexico Bohemian Waxwings
are irregular migrants and winter visitors that usually appear in lower elevation
woodlands, often those with Russian olives. I observed 200 on 18 February 1962
and 20 on 18 March 1962.
PARULIDAE—Wood Warblers
The Wood Warblers are mostly small, active, often brightly colored birds that are
associated with woodlands, forests, and riparian areas in our state. Forty-five
species have been recorded in New Mexico but many of these are rare migrants,
more common in the eastern part of the continent. I have recorded 22 species in
Corrales but, of these, only eight were regularly seen (Table 4). Two species, the
Yellow-breasted Chat and the Common Yellowthroat, nest here while a third, the
Yellow Warbler, may have nested here in the 1960s. The rest are migrants or, in one
case, an irregular winter resident.
Table 4. Corrales Wood Warbler species and the number of days and individuals
I have counted for each.
Species
Warbler, Yellow-rumped*
Warbler, Wilson's*
Chat, Yellow-breasted**
Warbler, Orange-crowned*
Warbler, Yellow**
Warbler, MacGillivray's*
Warbler, Virginia's*
Yellowthroat, Common**
Warbler, Townsend's
Warbler, Black-throated Gray*
Redstart, American
Waterthrush, Northern
Warbler, Black-throated Blue
Warbler, Grace's*
Warbler, Black and White
Warbler, Chestnut-sided
Warbler, Magnolia
Warbler, Tennessee
Warbler, Black-throated Green
Warbler, Worm-eating
Warbler, Prothonotary
Warbler, Nashville

Days
641
371
155
144
105
87
78
55
16
16
4
4
3
3
2
2
2
2
1
2
1
1

Individuals
2,267
884
650
253
261
116
172
104
17
16
4
4
3
3
2
2
2
2
1
2
1
1

Those species
followed by one
asterisk (*) are
known to breed
in New Mexico.
Two asterisks (**)
indicate Corrales
nesting.

Accounts follow for the eight most common Warbler species; the remaining species
are all uncommon or rare migrants. Except for the local breeders, all the warblers
are migrants and most likely to be seen in spring or late summer–fall. In Corrales,
fall migration is the best time to see MacGillivray’s (Oporornis tolmiei), Orangecrowned (Vermivora celata), Virginia’s (Vermivora virginiae), and Wilson’s (Cardellina pusilla) moving through weedy and shrubby places. Many of our common
local species frequent riparian habitats, such as willow thickets along mountain
streams, and are protectively colored in more somber shades of green, yellow, and
gray.
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YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT. Icteria virens.—The Yellow-breasted Chat is a common
nesting species in Corrales; indeed, its voice might be considered the essence of the
summer riverside (Fig. 116). I have noted them singing from 2 May to 13 September. These birds are likely here both earlier and later, but their secretive ways make
them difficult to detect unless they are singing.

Figure 116. Number of days each month Yellow-breasted Chats were observed
or heard.

COMMON YELLOWTHROAT. Geothlypis trichas.—In Corrales Yellowthroats nest
along the river, especially in thick vegetation on the islands. From May through July
their distinctive songs may be heard. Later in the summer singing diminishes and
then, because the birds are very secretive, they are difficult to find (Fig. 117).

Figure 117. Number of days each month Common Yellowthroats were observed
or heard.
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MacGILLIVRAY’S WARBLER. Oporornis tolmiei.—In Corrales MacGillivray’s Warblers are present for about a month in spring (6 May—3 June) and for a month in late
summer–fall (14 August–30 September) (Fig. 118). These birds are usually seen
singly, near the ground in dense vegetation.

Figure 118. Number of days each month MacGillivray’s Warblers were observed.

ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER. Vermivora celata.—In Corrales, Orange-crowned
Warblers are migrants and I recorded them between 2 May—24 May and 10 August–21 October (Fig. 119). They are seen in shrubby situations but also foraging in
the trees with other migrants.

Figure 119. Number of days each month Orange-crowned Warblers were observed.
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VIRGINIA’S WARBLER. Vermivora virginiae.—In Corrales Virginia’s Warbler is probably only a migrant; however, there are breeding records from the Sandia Mountains. Records are from 21 April through 4 June for spring and from 21 July through
20 October for fall migration.
WILSON’S WARBLER. Cardellina pusilla.—Wilson’s Warblers are common migrants
in Corrales and everywhere in the Middle Rio Grande Valley, especially in the fall
(Fig. 120). In August and September the call of this species issues from thickets,
woodlands, and gardens, and the nervously active birds catch the eye from ground
level to up in the trees. Aside from Yellow-rumped Warblers, Wilson’s are the most
common warbler species in Corrales during migration.

Figure 120. Number of days each month Wilson’s Warblers were observed.

YELLOW WARBLER. Dendroica petechia.—The occurrence and abundance of Yellow
Warblers in Corrales has seemingly changed over the time that I have been keeping
records. During the 1960s these birds were regularly seen and heard, especially
along the clear ditch and the Sandoval lateral, from May well into August when they
disappeared (Fig. 121). During that period I recorded one on the nest on 16 May
1965 and one feeding a cowbird on 7 August 1966. In the years after 1979, I have
only two June (8 June 1993 and 30 June 1987) and no July records.
In short, during the 1960s Yellow Warblers seemed to be regular breeding
birds in Corrales while in later years they assumed the occurrence pattern of other
migratory warblers. The cause of this change, if it is real, is not clear. Yellow
Warblers throughout their North American range seek riparian cottonwood–willow
communities as nesting sites, and the availability of that habitat has not changed in
Corrales. Like other small birds, Yellow Warblers are subject to nest parasitism by
Brown-headed Cowbirds (Molothrus ater), but cowbird abundance has decreased
somewhat in recent years in Corrales.
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Figure 121. Decadal percent of days each month Yellow Warblers were observed.

YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER. Setophaga coronata.—This is the species of Wood
Warbler most likely to be seen in the wooded parts of Corrales (Fig. 122). In many
winters they persist in small numbers, especially along the clear ditch and in
thickets of Russian olives, feeding upon the fruits. This is the latest warbler species
to arrive in fall, when it may be very numerous. Often flocks pass through the area,
feeding in a variety of habitats, and their distinctive call note is a characteristic
autumn sound in the wooded parts of the Village.
Eastern Yellow-rumped Warblers lack the yellow throat of the western form
and were formerly recognized as a distinct species, the Myrtle Warbler. The western
form was known as Audubon’s Warbler. I have not differentiated between the two
in my Corrales records although most are Audubon’s.

Figure 122. Number of days each month Yellow-rumped Warblers were observed.
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The remaining warbler species that I have seen in Corrales are shown in Table 5.
The number indicates the number of days in the given month on which I have
recorded the species.
Table 5. Number of observations, by month, of warbler species that are uncommon or rare
migrants in Corrales.
Warbler spp.
Tennessee
Black-throated Blue
Black-throated Gray
Townsend’s
Black-throated Green
Grace’s
Prothonotary
American Redstart
Northern Waterthrush
Magnolia

April
–
–
2
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

May
–
–
9
1
–
3
–
–
2
–

June
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

July
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

August
–
1
4
4
–
–
–
2
1
2

September
2
2
1
8
–
–
–
1
1
–

October
–
–
–
–
1
–
1
1
–
–

EMBERIZIDAE—Emberizine Sparrows
The kinds of sparrows I have recorded in Corrales, including the
House Sparrow, are listed in Table
6. Species appear from the mostto the least-frequently seen (by
Days) followed by the quantity
seen (Number). Nesting species
are marked with an asterisk (*).
There are species accounts for all
sparrows that appear in Table 6.

Table 6. Data for Emberizine Sparrows
observed in Corrales 1990–2010.
Sparrow spp.
Junco, Dark-eyed*
Towhee, Spotted*
Sparrow, House*
Sparrow, White-crowned
Sparrow, Song
Sparrow, White-throated
Sparrow, Lincoln's
Sparrow, Chipping*
Sparrow, Lark*
Sparrow, Vesper
Spizella sp.
Sparrow, Fox
Towhee, Green-tailed
Sparrow, Swamp
Sparrow, Brewer's
Towhee, Canyon
Sparrow, Savannah
Sparrow, Harris's
Sparrow, Clay-colored
Bunting, Lark
Sparrow, Sage
Sparrow, American Tree
Ammodramus sp.
Sparrow, Black-throated
Sparrow, Golden-crowned
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Days Number
2,768
47,905
2,749
4,921
2,242
16,521
2,238
22,347
977
3,039
670
939
427
663
356
2,249
207
907
104
275
94
1,498
93
93
66
86
64
65
55
164
46
81
22
36
16
16
10
17
9
9
8
103
5
9
3
3
2
2
1
1
93

DARK-EYED JUNCO. Junco hyemalis.—Dark-eyed Juncos are common winter sparrows in Corrales. Together with House Finches, White-crowned Sparrows, and
sometimes House Sparrows they are the most commonly seen birds at feeding
stations. Juncos arrive in the valley in late September, increase in numbers through
December, and are the last individuals to depart in May (Fig. 123).
These are flocking birds, usually seen in groups of a few to 50 or more individuals, and their twittering calls, dark backs, and white outer tail feathers make
them easily recognizable. Foraging is mostly on the ground. When disturbed, Juncos
seek shelter in trees and shrubs, often fleeing to the higher parts.
Like most plants and animals with extensive geographic distributions, Juncos
have responded to the different habitats in which they live by forming geographic
races, or subspecies, that are recognizably different in appearance. At one time several of these races were regarded as separate species. Now it is realized that the
several kinds crossbreed where their distribution areas come into contact, and they
are considered to belong to a single species. Nonetheless, the various subspecies are
usually easily recognized and each breeds in a different part of the continent.
Several of them winter regularly in Corrales. Most common are Oregon and Pinksided Juncos. The former comes to us from the Pacific Northwest and the mountains
of California, the latter from Montana and Wyoming. Next in abundance is the Grayheaded which nests in the central and southern Rocky Mountains including the
mountains of northern New Mexico. In summer Gray-heads may be seen and heard
in the higher forests of the Sandia Mountains and the Jemez Mountains. Occasionally
seen, starting somewhat later in the season about November, is the Slate-colored
Junco which breeds in coniferous forests from Alaska across Canada into the
northeastern United States. The Slate-colored is the common Junco at feeding stations in the East. An extreme rarity is the White-winged Junco coming from the
Black Hills.

Figure 123. Number of days each month Dark-eyed Juncos were observed.
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WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW. Zonotrichia leucophrys.—White-crowned Sparrows
arrive in Corrales in September, increase in numbers through December, and then
slowly become less common with the last individuals being seen in early May (Fig.
124). By October these wintering birds begin singing and continue until they leave
in the spring. As with juncos, White-crowned Sparrows have evolved a number of
geographic races. Those that breed in the Rocky Mountains and the mountains of
the Great Basin (the Interior West form) have dark-colored or black lores (the
spaces on the side of the head between the eye and the base of the bill). Those that
nest in the western arctic tundra and the northern Rocky Mountains (the West Taiga
form) have light-colored or white lores. Most of the White-crowneds seen in Corrales are of this light-lored race, formerly thought to be a distinct species referred to
as Gambel’s Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys gambelii). The dark-lored race shows
up in small numbers in April and May and again in fall.
This is a flocking species that may attend feeding stations in considerable
numbers. Like many sparrows, White-crowneds are chiefly granivores in winter but
they also feed upon Russian olive fruits, and when the Siberian elm (Ulmus pumila)
buds swell in February they may consume these nutrient-packed morsels. In April
and May, when the cottonwoods bloom, White-crowneds join other birds in foraging
for insects that are attracted to the flowers.

Figure 124. Number of days each month White-crowned Sparrows (West Taiga or Interior
West forms) were observed.

WHITE-THROATED SPARROW. Zonotrichia albicollis.—In Corrales, the Whitethroated Sparrows appear in October, are most frequently seen in December, and
are gone by May (Fig. 125). They are never common. Of 760 records, the average
number of individuals recorded is 1.4 and the median is 1. They prefer good cover,
and dense shrubby places in the bosque are favored haunts. They do appear at
feeders, especially those placed close to shrubbery. The distinctive song is occasionally heard in Corrales but White-throated Sparrows sing far less than do Whitecrowned Sparrows.
Special Publication of the Museum of Southwestern Biology

95

Figure 125. Number of days each month White-crowned Sparrows were observed.

HARRIS’S SPARROW. Zonotrichia querula.—I have recorded single Harris’s Sparrows in Corrales a few times from November through April as follows: 14 January
1998; 1 February 1998; 3 March 1998; 17 April 1966; 23 April 2007; 13 November
1988; 30 November 1997; 15 December 1961; 23 December 1967; 30 December
1988; 2 December 1997; 10 December 1997; 13 December 1997; 18 December
1997; and 10 December 2006.
GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW. Zonotrichia atricapilla.—On April 15, 1995 I recorded an adult Golden-crowned Sparrow along the clear ditch at the Romero Road
entrance to the Bosque Preserve.
SONG SPARROW. Melospiza melodia.—Song Sparrows show up in Corrales in small
numbers in late September, reach peak numbers in January and February, and disappear by the end of April (Fig. 126). A few of the birds are singing most of the time
they are in Corrales. The nearest nesting records are along San Antonio Creek in the
vicinity of La Cueva in the Jemez Mountains.
Song Sparrows are common wintering birds in Corrales, most likely to be seen
and heard along the clear ditch or in riparian thickets along the other drain ditches.
A few appear at feeders. The birds usually occur singly, although several individuals
may share a favorable patch of ditch bank. Walking along the clear ditch road in
winter one hears their distinctive call note at regular intervals, and careful observation reveals the sparrows foraging or drinking near the water’s edge. When
disturbed, Song Sparrows disappear into the vegetation near the ground.
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Figure 126. Number of days each month Song Sparrows were observed.

LINCOLN’S SPARROW. Melospiza lincolnii.—In Corrales the Lincoln’s Sparrow is
most common in the fall in weedy and shrubby places. A few spend the winter, some
appearing at feeders, and in March there is a slight increase as migrants arrive.
SWAMP SPARROW. Melospiza georgiana.—My few observations of Swamp Sparrows in Corrales have been along the drains and around fields near our house.
Specific records are from 20 December 1968 (1), 11 December 1992 (1), 19 October
1994 (2), 24 November 1994 (1), and 31 October 2002. On 9 January 2006, one
appeared at a feeder near our house and was seen every day through 16 April 2006.
Of the three Melospiza sparrows, seasonal observation frequency for two (Fig.
127) shows that Swamp Sparrows are typical winter visitors while Lincoln’s
Sparrows peak during migration and decline in frequency in mid-winter.

Figure 127. Number of days each month Swamp and Lincoln’s Sparrows were observed.
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Spizella Sparrows
Chipping Sparrows, Brewer’s Sparrows, Clay-colored Sparrows, and American Tree
Sparrows all belong to the genus Spizella. The first two may be found in Corrales in
large flocks during migration. While all can be identified to species in the field, they
are similar; thus, when large numbers of immature individuals are present in the
summer and fall, identifying each individual in a large, active flock may be difficult
or impossible. In those cases I frequently have recorded them as “Spizella sp.” Most
common in Corrales are usually Chipping, next Brewer’s, and the least common are
Clay-colored. American Tree Sparrows are rare winter visitors.
CHIPPING SPARROW. Spizella passerina.—Chipping Sparrows are most abundant in
Corrales in August and September when large flocks descend into the weedy places
of the Village (Fig. 128). Numbers diminish thereafter with the last records in November. Chipping Sparrows appear again in April and become rather common during
May migration, then drop to very low numbers during the summer. They sing during
April, May, and June, with the latest singing date I've recorded being 30 June. On that
day in 1996, I saw an adult with two newly fledged young.
BREWER'S SPARROW. Spizella breweri.—Brewer’s Sparrows are spring and fall migrants in Corrales, appearing in April and May when their song is frequently heard,
and again in August and September (Fig. 128). Most individuals are seen in flocks
with other Spizellas in weedy and brushy places.
CLAY-COLORED SPARROW. Spizella pallida.—Corrales records of Clay-colored Sparrows are from September and October and are of individuals seen in weedy field
margins (Fig. 128). Clay-colored Sparrows are probably more common than my
records suggest.

Figure 128. Number of days each month Chipping, Brewer’s, and Clay-colored Sparrows
were observed.
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AMERICAN TREE SPARROW. Spizella arborea.—I have seen American Tree Sparrows in Corrales in December and January as follows: 7 December 1969 (1), 7 December 1995 (2), 25 December 1997 (2); 2 January 1961 (2); and 1 January 1996 (2).
LARK SPARROW. Chondestes grammacus.—Lark Sparrows arrive in Corrales in April
and are gone by the end of September (Figs. 129, 130). Birds are singing when they
arrive and song continues into July. During May and June singing, displaying, nestbuilding, and copulation may all be observed, and newly fledged young appear in
July. Lark sparrows are most common and most often seen in late summer when
migrants and newly fledged young swell the local population.
In the 1960s, as opposed to the decades after 1980, I gathered most of the data I
have on breeding. During that early decade, open sandy habitat with lots of rice
grass was common in the area between the interior drain and the clear ditch, and
nesting Lark Sparrows were common there. Now much of the same area is developed, cultivated, or wooded and seemingly not favored by the birds.

Decadal frequency of lark sparrows in Corrales
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Figure 129. Decadal percent of days Lark Sparrows were observed.

VESPER SPARROW. Pooecetes grammineus.—The Vesper Sparrow is a migrant species in Corrales with a majority of records coming from August, September, and
October (Fig. 130). A few appear in April. Most are seen in grassy and weedy places,
usually away from heavy cover.
SAVANNAH SPARROW. Passerculus sandwichensis.—Although there are relatively
few records of Savannah Sparrows from Corrales, they suggest that some birds
spend the winter here, appearing in August and leaving in April (Fig. 130).
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Figure 130. Number of days each month Lark, Vesper, and Savannah Sparrows were
observed.

AMMODRAMUS SPARROWS. Ammodramus spp.—Five species of these small sparrows have been recorded in New Mexico. All are uncommon, furtive, rarely seen
inhabitants of grassland habitats. I have seen individuals of this genus in Corrales on
4 September 1996 and on 15 September 2002. Both sightings were in tall grass
habitats near our home. In each case, I was unable to make a specific identification.
SAGE SPARROW. Amphispiza belli.—Sage Sparrows are common in winter on the
mesa west of Corrales and a few are also found at that time in the sand–sage habitat
west of the main canal. The birds appear on the West Mesa in October, are most
common in December, and leave in April. I have recorded them in Corrales on 21
February 1998, 12 March 1997, 26 December 1965, 27 December 1964, and 29
December 1994.
BLACK-THROATED SPARROW. Amphispiza bilineata.—I have recorded single Blackthroated Sparrows in Corrales on 30 March 1968 and 26 August 2001. However,
they are fairly common breeding birds on the West Mesa in the shrub–steppe
habitat, where I recorded singing and nesting from April through July.
FOX SPARROW. Passerella iliaca.—Fox Sparrows appear rarely in Corrales. I recorded single individuals on 8 December 1989, 7 and 8 November 2003, and 27
October 2004. On 18 November 2005 an individual flew into a window on our
house. The bird was stunned, but survived, and remained at our feeding station until
8 April 2006.
SPOTTED TOWHEE. Pipilo maculatus.—Spotted Towhees are residents of Corrales
and regular visitors at feeding stations. They are commonly seen and heard in the
bosque and in other wooded areas, especially favoring thickets of New Mexican
olives (Forestiera neomexicana). Singing begins in January, reaches a peak in April
and May, and essentially ceases in September. Newly fledged young appear in June.
Observations decline in August and September, in part because the birds cease
singing and are difficult to observe in the dense cover they prefer (Fig. 131).
Numbers increase again in fall, perhaps as migrants enter the valley.
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In Corrales, Spotted Towhees were not always the common birds that they are
currently. In the 1960s I recorded relatively few, little singing was heard, and most
records were for the winter. Their increase in recent decades (Fig. 132) may be
attributable to the maturity of the bosque, especially of its thickets of native shrubs,
as well as to the landscaping associated with housing development.

Figure 131. Number of days each month Spotted Towhees were observed or heard.
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Figure 132. Decadal percent of days Spotted Towhees were observed.
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CANYON TOWHEE. Melozone fusca.—The Canyon Towhee is not common in Corrales and is here chiefly as a migrant and winter visitor (Fig. 133). In the 1960s they
were of regular occurrence, but in the years after 1980 they became very uncommon. Changes in the landscape of Corrales, from open and agricultural to wooded
and suburban, may be involved with the change. Canyon Towhees are relatively
common on the West Mesa where they occur throughout the year. They are most
often seen on the higher, western side of the mesa where they inhabit, and probably
nest in, the sparse savannah of cholla (Opuntia spp.) and juniper.
GREEN-TAILED TOWHEE. Pipilo chlorura.—Green-tailed Towhees are uncommon
migrants in Corrales, with most records from September (Fig. 133). I have seen
them in the bosque and along the river and Clear Ditch, but most sightings are in
weedy and brushy fields. When Green-tailed Towhees arrive in April, they may be
singing. I have no records between May and August. On the West Mesa they are
present in the same months, usually in shrubby habitats.

Figure 133. Number of days each month Green-tailed and Canyon Towhees were observed.

LARK BUNTING. Calamospiza melanocorys.—I have seen single Lark Buntings on 2
May 2007, 16 May 1988, 25 July 1982, 30 July 2003, 14 August 2003, 19 August
1961, 28 August 2004, 29 August 1963, and 16 September 2000.
CARDINALIDAE—Grosbeaks and Tropical Buntings
SUMMER TANAGER. Piranga rubra.—Corrales records of Summer Tanagers span
the period from May into October, with a majority from May through July (Fig. 134).
The birds nest, or at least used to nest, in the bosque and I have recorded them
singing and displaying in May and June. In July, fledged young are evident.
Summer Tanagers were quite common in the 1960s and were frequently seen
and heard singing. Thereafter numbers declined markedly, and in the 1990s they
were essentially gone as summer residents in Corrales. However, since 2000, these
Tanagers have become somewhat more common (Fig. 135).
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Figure 134. Number of days each month Summer Tanagers were observed or heard.
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Figure 135. Decadal percent of days Summer Tanagers were observed.

WESTERN TANAGER. Piranga ludoviciana.—Western Tanagers are migrants in Corrales, most commonly seen in May and then again in smaller numbers in August and
September (Fig. 136). There are a few summer records but, so far, no evidence of
nesting.
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Figure 136. Number of days each month Western Tanagers were observed or heard.

BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK. Pheucticus melanocephalus.—The Black-headed Grosbeak is one of the common breeding birds in Corrales, especially in the bosque and
other wooded sections. A few appear in April and large numbers arrive in May when
males are in full song. Mating and nest building begin immediately and by July fledged young are to be seen. Singing and nesting continue into July, although at a greatly
reduced rate. The last singing record I have is for 4 August. The birds are still common in August, although silent, and by the middle of September most have departed
(Fig. 137).
ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK. Pheucticus ludovicianus.—I have seen single Rosebreasted Grosbeaks in Corrales on 4 May 1994, 26 May 1995 (a singing individual),
and on 14 May 2006. Hope Gray reported an individual on 11 May 2009.
BLUE GROSBEAK. Passerina caerulea.—Like the Black-headed, the Blue Grosbeak is
a common nesting species in Corrales. Unlike the Black-headed, Blue Grosbeaks prefer brushy and shrubby places rather than woods for nesting. The birds arrive in
May and increase in abundance until August, when young of the year join the ambient population. Numbers decrease through September with the last individuals
departing in early October (Fig. 137). Some males are singing when they arrive in
May and song becomes more common with a peak in July, then declines, ending in
early September. Mating and nest building take place in June and by July young are
in the nest. Fledged young emerge in August and often are fed into September. Many
Blue Grosbeaks seen in September are females and young of the year.
The seasonal patterns of the two grosbeaks are somewhat different in Corrales.
Black-headed Grosbeaks arrive in numbers all at once, are immediately in full song
and breeding activity, and then diminish steadily in abundance until their disappearance. Blue Grosbeaks arrive in small numbers and gradually increase in
abundance and breeding activity until a peak of numbers in August (Fig. 137). In
September, when Black-headeds are almost gone, Blues are still abundant.
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Figure 137. Number of individual Black-headed and Blue Grosbeaks observed each month.

Buntings
Two species of buntings are found in Corrales during the summer. Males are easily
distinguished by sight but the songs, to me, are difficult to tell apart. The birds
usually sing from partially concealed perches in cottonwoods and other trees, and it
is often difficult to see singing individuals. Consequently, I have often recorded them
as “Bunting sp.” when I wasn’t sure of their identity. Lazuli Buntings seem to be
much more common than are Indigo Buntings. Sometimes the two hybridize. On
several occasions I have observed singing male Lazulis and singing male Indigos on
adjacent territories along the clear ditch.
LAZULI BUNTING. Passerina amoena.—In Corrales Lazuli Buntings appear in May
and quickly increase in numbers with a highpoint in June; observations then decrease in July and August when singing ceases (Fig. 138). My last singing record is
for 7 August. Silent buntings in brown plumage, often unidentified, remain into
October, often with Blue Grosbeaks and various sparrows in weedy places.
INDIGO BUNTING. Passerina cyanea.—Indigo Buntings are present in Corrales
during the same time span as Lazuli Buntings (Fig. 138).
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Buntings in Corrales
90
80

Lazuli individuals
Indigo individuals
Unidentified individuals

Individuals counted

70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0
5

6

7

8

9

10

Month

Figure 138. Number of Lazuli, Indigo, and “Bunting sp.” observed each month.

DICKCISSEL. Spiza americana.—I have seen Dickcissels six times in Corrales on the
weedy margins of one of our fields. Observation dates and numbers are: 16 September 2000 (1), 9 September 2002 (2), 11 September 2002 (2), and 9, 10, and 11
September 2004 (1 individual each day).
ICTERIDAE–Blackbirds
RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD. Agelaius phoeniceus.—Red-winged Blackbirds are common residents of Corrales but their numbers fluctuate tremendously during the
year. When they are nesting they are largely confined to favorable areas along the
river and the drainage ditches. During the winter blackbirds occur in large, usually
single-sex flocks in Corrales, often frequenting feeding stations and feedlots.
Males begin singing in January while still in flocks, but by February a few individuals have selected potential nesting sites and begin setting up their territories.
These birds are very conspicuous at this time of year, often occurring in flocks of
thousands at feedlots. In late winter, flocks of blackbirds gather in cottonwoods and
feed upon the buds and also upon the protein-rich flowers as they emerge. In April
and May most individuals disperse to nesting habitat.
In Corrales good nesting sites for Red-winged Blackbirds are not very common.
Jones Pond, which occupied the site of the present post office, was a hot spot for
nesting blackbirds when the pond filled with cattails. Other places within the Village
proper are chiefly along drain ditches, and habitat in those places is periodically
disrupted when the ditches are cleaned. The islands in the river, with their dense
stands of willows, cattails (Typha angustifolia), and other riparian vegetation provide the most reliable sites. Breeding activity continues into July, with the last
singing date I have recorded being 17 July. August and September see the low point
of the year for Blackbird numbers, which begin to increase again in October as the
first wintering flocks enter the valley (Fig. 139).
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Redwings in Corrales
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Figure 139. Number of days each month Red-winged Blackbirds were observed
or heard.

YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD. Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus.—In Corrales the
Yellow-headed Blackbird is an uncommon migrant (Fig. 140). I have seen them here
11 times as follows: 13 April 2008 (2), 16 April 2009 (1), 11 May 1964 (30), 4
August 1962 (1), 10 August 1967 (10), 17 September 1966 (11), 18 September 1966
(4), 19 September 1962 (1), 18 September 2007 (6), 13 October 1962 (2), and 2
October 1966 (10).
BREWER’S BLACKBIRD. Euphagus cyanocephalus.—In Corrales Brewer’s Blackbirds
are seen chiefly during migration and early winter, when small flocks appear in cultivated, mostly irrigated, land (Fig. 140).

Figure 140. Number of days each month Yellow-headed and Brewer’s Blackbirds were
observed.
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BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD. Molothrus ater.—Brown-headed Cowbirds are strictly
breeding birds in Corrales. A few appear in April, they are common from May
through July but are rare thereafter, and the last records being from September (Fig.
141).
As soon as they arrive, Cowbirds begin courting and nesting. Cowbirds are nest
parasites, laying their eggs in the nests of other birds. The young Cowbirds grow
rapidly and often evict or crowd out their nest mates, and the foster parents rear the
interlopers as their own. In Corrales eggs appear in the nests of host species in June,
and shortly thereafter host parents are seen feeding fledgling Cowbirds. I have
observed Western Wood-Pewees, Blue Grosbeaks, Indigo Buntings, and Yellow
Warblers feeding young Cowbirds in Corrales.

Figure 141. Number of individuals and days Brown-headed Cowbirds were observed each
month.

GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE. Quiscalus mexicanus.—I have seen Great-tailed Grackles
in Corrales in every month except October (Fig. 142). Most records are for spring
and summer; few are for the fall or winter months. They do winter in the valley,
sometimes in considerable numbers. An Arizona cypress (Cupressus arizonica)
hedge in Baja Corrales sheltered 100 or more for several weeks in January and
February of 1993. I have not observed the birds nesting in Corrales but they do so
regularly in the North Valley. On 1 August 1994 I observed a begging young bird
being fed in Corrales.
This species has dramatically expanded its geographic range in the past century
and continues to do so. Great-tailed Grackles were first recorded in New Mexico in
1913 and in Albuquerque in 1938. My first record for Corrales is from 2 June 1963
but the species has increased greatly since then. Of 136 records, all but eight are
from the 1990s or later (Fig. 143).
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Figure 142. Number of individuals and days Great-tailed Grackles were observed each
month.
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Figure 143. Decadal percent of days Great-tailed Grackles were observed.

COMMON GRACKLE. Quiscalus quiscula.—Common Grackles are uncommon in Corrales. I have recorded them from April through December with the majority of
records from May and June (Fig. 144). I have not observed them nesting in the
Village.
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Figure 144. Number of individuals and days Common Grackles were observed
each month.

WESTERN MEADOWLARK. Sturnella neglecta.—Western Meadowlarks are among
the open-country species that have declined in Corrales during the last 40 years.
During the 1960s Meadowlarks were common throughout the Village in all seasons.
In the 1990s sighting a Meadowlark, at least in the area east of the main canal,
became a rather rare event (Fig. 145). I attribute most of this to habitat changes
resulting from urbanization of Corrales; however, there may be other causes.
While Meadowlarks were formerly seen in any month in Corrales, their
abundance varied seasonally. They were most often recorded in spring when they
were singing. Then records declined to a low in August after which they increased
slightly until December. This pattern is seen in the newer as well as the older records. I found a nest with five eggs in a grassy area under an open-grown cottonwood
on 11 June 1962. Numbers for Meadowlarks in the monthly occurrence chart (Fig.
146) are based mostly on pre-1980 records.
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Figure 145. Decadal percent of days Western Meadowlarks were observed.
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Figure 146. Number of days each month Western Meadowlarks were observed
or heard.

EASTERN MEADOWLARKS. Sturnella magna.—This species is also found in New
Mexico and I have recorded them in the grasslands on the West Mesa a few miles
west of Corrales. Of 306 meadowlarks I have recorded there, 13% have been Easterns, 28% were Westerns, and 59% were unidentified as to species. Although I have
never identified an Eastern Meadowlark in the Village, they likely occur here from
time to time and should be looked for, especially in the open area west of the main
canal. The Eastern species is best distinguished from the Western Meadowlark by
song. However, many attributes of the song are learned and, in a region where both
species occur and hybridization and cross-learning are possibilities, identification
may be challenging.
BULLOCK’S ORIOLE. Icterus bullocki.—Bullock’s Orioles arrive in Corrales in April in
small numbers, quickly reach a peak of abundance in May, are then less frequently
seen through the summer, and essentially vanish in September (Fig. 147). The males
begin singing when they arrive and a great deal of singing, courting, and nestbuilding takes place in May and June. By late June and July there are young in the
nest and some newly fledged young are seen being fed by adult birds. In July and
August many young in their first fall plumage are noted.
The seasonal pattern of occurrence of Bullock’s Orioles in Corrales is typical for
birds that nest here and winter elsewhere. However an occasional bird remains or
wanders north in winter. On the Christmas Bird Census on 26 December 1965, I
observed an adult individual in an orchard along the north side of the Romero Road
entrance to the Bosque Preserve. In 1965 I did not consider the possibility that the
bird might be a Streak-backed Oriole (Icterus pustulatus), a possibility because the
latter species appeared at a Corrales feeder in January 1999.
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Figure 147. Number of individuals and days each month Bullock’s Orioles were observed or
heard.

SCOTT'S ORIOLE. (Icterus parisorum).—Scott’s Orioles occur in summer on the West
Mesa where they seem to arrive, nest, and depart a few weeks later in the year than
do Bullock’s, perhaps timing their reproduction to take advantage of the summer
monsoons. I observed a singing male near our house on 26 April 1999.
BALTIMORE ORIOLE. (Icterus galbula).—I observed one near the house on 26 May
1996.
STREAK-BACKED ORIOLE. (Icterus pustulatus).—Streak-backed Orioles are chiefly
found in the arid western lowlands of Mexico and Central America. In January 1999,
an individual appeared at a Corrales feeding station and was observed and photographed by many local birders. I observed and photographed it between the dates of
20–28 January. This species had not been verified for New Mexico before but has
nested in southern Arizona and has been seen in California and Oregon.
FRINGILLIDAE–Finches
Eight species of finches, members of the family Fringillidae, have been recorded in
Corrales. Of these the House Finch is among the most common and widespread of
Corrales birds. Three additional species, the American and Lesser Goldfinches and
the Pine Siskin, are occasionally abundant and may appear in numbers at feeders
featuring thistle (aka nyjer) seed (Guizotia abyssinica). Cassin’s finches and evening
grosbeaks may be abundant in winter in some years but are unpredictable in their
presence. Red Crossbills and Pine Grosbeaks are very rare visitors during migration
or in winter. A ninth species of finch, the White-winged Crossbill, has been expanding its range southward in the Rocky Mountains, has been reported in the Sandia
Mountains, and may show up in Corrales one of these days.
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HOUSE FINCH. Haemorhous mexicanus.—In Corrales, House Finches are common
year-round residents but their abundance fluctuates seasonally (Fig. 148). In December they are most numerous and conspicuous. Numbers decline steadily thereafter, reaching a low from April through June when the birds are nesting and many
of the birds that wintered in Corrales have dispersed to other areas. In July numbers
increase as young join the ambient population.
Interest in reproduction, as signaled by singing, begins early. Males begin singing in January and intensity of song peaks in April, declining through June and July.
Little song is heard in August and September and I have no singing records from
December.
Nest building begins as early as March and some nests are still being constructed in June. Both sexes may participate in nest construction and in tending
young, although only females incubate the eggs. Young appear in nests in April and
are in evidence into August, when adult-sized young of the year may still be
identified by their retention of a few wisps of down on their heads. Mating behavior
continues through much of the summer, with courtship and copulation being recorded in August.
Like other finches, House Finches feed mostly on plants such as sunflowers
(Helianthus spp.), bee-plant, dandelions (Taraxacum spp.), Johnson grass (Sorghum
halepense), bee-blossoms (Gaura spp.), four-winged saltbush seeds, and elm buds
(Ulmus spp.). When the bell moth larvae (“leaf rollers“) are common on the young
cottonwood leaves, House Finches prey upon them.

Figure 148. Numbers each month House Finches were observed or heard.

CASSIN’S FINCH. Haemorhous cassinii.—In Corrales Cassin’s finches are winter visitors appearing in October, reaching peak numbers in December and January, and
disappearing in May (Fig. 149).
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Figure 149. Number of individuals and days each month Cassin’s Finches were observed.

In a majority of years Cassin’s Finches seem to be absent from the valley. Since 1960
I have recorded them in 15 of the 48 years for which I have complete winter records
(31%), so the occurrence of these finches in the valley is distinctly episodic. The
winters of 1960–1961 and 1996–1997 saw especially large influxes of the birds
(Table 7).
During those rare winters when Cassin’s Finches visit Corrales, they occur at
feeders along with House finches. On at least one occasion I observed a Cassin’s
Finch giving way to a House Finch in an aggressive confrontation.
Table 7. Days and numbers of Cassin’s Finch observed 1960–2008.
Year
1960
1961
1962
1964
1965
1966
1972
1973
1990
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2005
2008

Days Cassin's
Finches seen
6
2
1
4
1
6
1
1
1
33
71
0
0
1
5
2
49

Number of
Cassin's Finches
138
50
1
111
1
151
10
1
1
488
1,308
0
0
12
9
6
138
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AMERICAN GOLDFINCH. Spinus tristis.—In Corrales, American Goldfinches are a migrant and winter visitor. They are most common from November through March,
with peak numbers at feeders in December and January. Reportedly they are rare at
feeders west of Loma Larga.
Males begin singing and molting to breeding plumage as early as March, and by
May, when the birds leave, many are singing and in breeding plumage. When the
birds return in September, many are still in summer plumage or are molting to
winter. A few molting individuals are still seen in October and November.
When they are here, American Goldfinches are commonly seen feeding on the
seed heads of various composites, including sunflowers. In spring I recorded them
eating swelling elm buds as early as January, and they also consume the ripe fruits,
or samaras, of the elms. Goldfinches of both species, as well as the closely related
Pine Siskins, are especially adept, because of their narrow bills, at utilizing thistle
seed feeders.
LESSER GOLDFINCH. Spinus psaltria.—Lesser Goldfinches may be seen in Corrales
in every month of the year, but they are predominately summer birds and migrants
and are irregular in occurrence in winter east of Loma Larga. Numbers are lowest in
winter and then pick up somewhat in February and March, as though early migrants
were arriving. At this season a few birds are singing. Numbers then drop in April
and May to surge again in June and peak in August. Singing and breeding activity
likewise increase in midsummer and young first appear in July. Nesting continues
through August and newly fledged young appear at feeders and join the adults in
feeding on wild and garden plants in August and September. Some of my observations suggest that the advent of the summer rains is coincident with increased
breeding activity in this species. In Corrales most males are green-backed but a
small number of black-backed birds appear, chiefly in summer (Fig. 150).

Figure 150. Number of individual Lesser Goldfinches (green-backed and black-backed)
observed each month.
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PINE SISKIN. Spinus pinus.—Pine Siskins appear in Corrales in September, become
numerous around weed patches in October, and then observations decline somewhat in November before large numbers arrive at feeders in December (Fig. 151).
After that the birds diminish in numbers into February before migrants arrive in
April and May. By June they are essentially gone from our valley. Abundance of
Siskins in the valley fluctuates greatly from year to year. Spring migrants, those
birds appearing from March through May, may sing and chase each other.
Siskins are attracted to thistle feeders as are other Spinus spp. I have observed
them eating male cottonwood flowers in April and bell moth larvae on the new
cottonwood leaves in May.

Figure 151. Number of days each month American Goldfinches, Lesser Goldfinches, and Pine
Siskins were observed.

EVENING GROSBEAK. Coccothraustes vespertinus.—In Corrales Evening Grosbeaks
appear in fall, reach a peak in abundance in winter, persist through May, and are
essentially absent in summer. This is a notably irruptive species, appearing in considerable numbers in some years and being absent in most others (Fig. 152). My
records indicate about five major influxes, periods of several years when the birds
appeared in varying numbers.

Figure 152. Number of days and individual Evening Grosbeaks observed by year (1960–2010).
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PINE GROSBEAK. Pinicola enucleator.—I have seen Pine Grosbeaks on three occasions in Corrales. On 11 November 1966 I saw four along the clear ditch. On 23 August 1989 I saw two, and on 10 September of the same year I saw a flock of six at our
house.
RED CROSSBILL. Loxia curvirostra.—On 12 June 1970 I observed one Red Crossbill
near our house.
PASSERIDAE—Old World Sparrows
HOUSE SPARROW. Passer domesticus.—Native to Eurasia and northern Africa,
House Sparrows were first introduced into eastern North America in 1850. They
have since occupied the entire continent as well as much of South America and
many of the Caribbean islands. The first record for New Mexico is from 1900 in Las
Cruces, and the birds were reported as statewide by 1918. House Sparrows are
resident in Corrales, nesting in buildings and also in cavities in trees. Selection of
nest sites may begin in January, with courtship and copulation proceeding in
February and March and continuing at least through May. In May, June, and July
nestlings are being reared and both parents may be seen carrying food to the
youngsters. Although House Sparrows are most reliably seen around buildings,
especially farm buildings or other places where food is available, they do occupy the
bosque during the nesting season and seek nest sites in cavities in cottonwoods,
thus competing with native birds there. Birdhouses with openings suitable for
chickadees, nuthatches, Downy Woodpeckers, and Bewick’s Wrens are often occupied by House Sparrows. In many parts of Corrales they are rarely seen during much
of the year.
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