University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository

New Mexico Bar Exams (2000-2012) School of Law

2-21-2012

July 2011 New Mexico Bar Exam

New Mexico Board of Bar Examiners

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/law nmbarexams

Recommended Citation

Board of Bar Examiners, New Mexico. "July 2011 New Mexico Bar Exam." (2012). https://digitalrepositoryunm.edu/
law_nmbarexams/1

This Exam is brought to you for free and open access by the School of Law at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in New
Mexico Bar Exams (2000-2012) by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact disc@unm.edu.


https://digitalrepository.unm.edu?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Flaw_nmbarexams%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/law_nmbarexams?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Flaw_nmbarexams%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/law?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Flaw_nmbarexams%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/law_nmbarexams?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Flaw_nmbarexams%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/law_nmbarexams/1?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Flaw_nmbarexams%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/law_nmbarexams/1?utm_source=digitalrepository.unm.edu%2Flaw_nmbarexams%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:disc@unm.edu

NEW MEXICO BAR EXAMINATION
JULY 2011

QUESTION NO. 4

(Answer this Question in Book No. 4)

Wendy has made an appointment to come into your law office and
discuss a divorce. During the initial interview, you learn the following
information.

Harry and Wendy were married in New Mexico. Harry was already
serving in the U.S. Army when the parties married. They lived in Las
Cruces for sometime before the Army moved them. The parties have lived
on two military bases during their marriage, one in Germany and one in
Texas. Currently, Wendy is back in New Mexico. Harry is still at Fort
Military in Texas. He expects to be deployed to Afghanistan soon and will
be gone approximately twelve months with one 2-week leave period when
he can come back to the U.S.

Harry and Wendy have two children - one in high school and one in
middle school. Wendy is pregnant and due to give birth next month.
Wendy confides that she did have an affair just before she left Fort Military
but she is sure that the child she is carrying is Harry’s. Harry denies the
child is his and says her adultery will give him grounds for divorce and to
get full custody of the older children. He insists that he will not pay any
support for the baby and also insists that she cannot file for divorce in New
Mexico because they were living in Texas and he has to stay there with his

Army assignment. Wendy insists that she should have full custody of the

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)



children because Harry is in the military, moves around to different bases,
and is subject to deployment.

The parties’ high school age son will be 18 in January, but will not
graduate until May. Wendy is concerned about losing financial support for
him before he finishes high school. She also thinks Harry should help pay
for his college expenses.

Wendy is currently living in the house in Las Cruces, New Mexico,
that the parties bought when they first married. They rented it out when they
were living out of the state. Even though a mortgage is still owed, the parties
have significant equity in the home. Wendy wants to keep the home for her
and the children but she is not sure she can pay the mortgage.

The parties also own two vehicles. Harry has a pickup which is
registered in Texas just in his name, and Wendy has a SUV which is
registered in New Mexico in both of their names. There are liens and money
owed on both vehicles. The couple also owns furniture, some pretty
expensive artwork, and state-of-the-art cooking utensils and appliances. The
parties have significant credit card debt. Some of the credit cards are in both
of their names, some cards are in Harry’s name and some cards are in
Wendy’s name. Wendy is not sure that she knows about all of Harry’s cards
and she is pretty sure that Harry does not know about all of her credit cards.

Harry plans to retire in the military. He enlisted two years before the
parties married and he has to serve another five years before he will be
eligible for retirement.

Based on what Wendy has told you, explain to Wendy how and why
you expect a court to rule on the issues of jurisdiction (Texas or New
Mexico), grounds for a divorce, custody, spousal and child support and

division of each item of the parties’ property and the parties’ debt.
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