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'ABUSHFUL OF SPAltJtOWS

I sball be a lewd old man.
, If 1-41ave wealth, and'. front lawn,there
In lun anddatkwiUlovers and their $weetheans pail'.
And fat:l:Dg1eworms entwine, .
And rutty sparrows.. full of spunk~ ,
All hotly feather in the honeysuckle $Cent·, ... '
Untillhockeddeacons run to ring the bells
And push with grubby $'W~tii)g bands their virtue in,
As spinstersshl"ke their'petticoats and ;&11
'VhUe the virtuouscover their t,eads with.aprons .
And cry like nightingales:

I will have a house full of wickeddtil~n
Different in shape and sjzeand the colorsof their eyes,
Butallof them j~ieYcwith wickednessl '. .

.They willnot go to xhoot. .
They will Tob my neighbor·s peaches.oft his wall.
In the night you will hear their voices_convex

wi.th lewd designs•." ..' . .... . .
They will stalk the morning sun stiIf,.legged like colts
\Vhile they guard silence.. a great.apple·amongthem,.
And walk as soft as violets .
U~tll .' ..
Clatter and roar and peUmell pound
They tear a street ofhouseslike paper and throw it

away.

I shall havea pretty.~ywitheyesUkelUDtmerc10uds
To bring me ripened pears and bunche$of gold

grapes in bed. .
Anda mistress with breasts as tender as mallow
To rub wanntb in my shins.

....

1

Husband: A Bushful of Sparrows

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1950



I •

. .
.81 NMQ POETav SELECTIONS

Yo:ung girlswiUrun when they see me come
And cry Oh Oh as I undo them. .
Good Wives and plump matrons will squeak like mice
"When my lads overtakcthem

.. And the churchbeUs all wlll go cr-r-ack a-r·ack•.
As they tumble them down ftomthe steeples.

I .shall breed $tallions and maresk

Feeding them honey and hot Sorento wines
Till their eyes growrounder than moons- .
And thcy leap over fcnces like feathers.
Gteatcatswith silver teeth andmuscled fur
\VillcQuple in rooms that smell of sulphur and perfume,
Or conidors where tall .girls willi honey mouths,

.Like orchids in nunncries, walk in a soundof thighs
. and silk

To music Byzantine and shrill
On into TOoD1$ with painted walls and windows

£ull of cyes.

\Vhen I am exccedingly old.
Thc marrow hollowed out of my boncs.
"Iy lights butncd out,
I will grow pious as an outworn sin,
And suck the warm cathedral airs,
Drink the organ music up like wine.
(The blossomy dresses of tllC girls,
The faces of boys waxy with godliness:
Tapping of r<>$lries and heel$)
'Vhile churchmen with their collars backside out,
Rubbing their hands. rejoice
And walk home stoutly to their wives
To thank themselves for all the sinners saved.

JOliN DILLON HUSBAND
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