La Luz Albuquerque, New Mexico
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The concept of La Luz involves a basic attitude
toward the land: An urban environment and large
open natural areas should exist together—especially
in New Mexico. Existing natural patterns should be
recognized and reinforced rather than eliminated.
The delicate balance of plant and wild life need
not be destroyed by development.

In acquiring the 500 acres for the La Luz proj-
ect, the owners sought a large unspoiled natural
area with convenient access to Albuquerque (fig. 2).
The chosen site is northwest of downtown Albuquer-
que, with a mile of Rio Grande frontage, 1% miles
of State Highway 448 frontage and quick access
to Interstate 40. Great extremes in topography and
plant and animal life exist on the site. The flood
plain bosque, due to the absence of ditch roads, has
not fallen prey to litter and general despoilation as
have many other stretches of bosque around Albu-
querque (fig. 3). Migratory wildfowl, muskrat and
beaver abound in the lowland zone along with cat-
tails, giant cottonwoods and the many other familiar
river plants.

Abutting and contrasting this lush greenbelt is
the harsh semi-arid mesa, climbing gradually to a
height of 100 feet above the river at the southwest
corner of the property. The grey-greens of chamizo,
rice grass, rabbit brush, and smoke bush of the mesa
effectively compliment the almost alien greenery of
the bosque zone.

The higher ground of the La Luz site commands
an incredible panorama of the distant Jemez and
Sangre de Cristo Mountains to the north, the nearer
west face of the Sandias and the Manzanos disap-
pearing to the south. The green line of the Rio
Grande Valley undulates through these powerful
landforms. Spectacular views of the city add to the
panorama, especially at night with the black void
of the undeveloped mesa and river valley forming
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the foreground for the brilliant lighting display
of the city.

Thinking of the inevitable West Side expansion
to the Rio Puerco, it appears obvious that one day
the La Luz site will lie geographically in the center
of Albuquerque. The resultant land values and un-
controlled west side growth could ravage this beau-
tiful but vulnerable site unless the entire acreage
were committed to a plan. To avoid the proliferation
of Polynesian-Swiss chalet suburbia, the decision was
made immediately to build a community of mixed
uses with controlled planning, rather than simply
wholesale lots with token architectural controls.

Visually, the essence of the site seemed to lie
in its open sweep to the river with the sense of be-
ing part of a great valley. Ecologically, the river val-
ley seemed to be most vulnerable to development—
the aquifer resources and their recharge zones must
be protected. Viewed in the context of probable
leapfrog urbanization of the West Side, provision
for a significant large open space on the site seem-
ed necessary. With vehicular access already pres-
ent at the high western edge of the site at a sub-
stantial distance from the river, and in the light
of the three aforementioned considerations, the
structure of the development plan was evolved.

Development will occur in concentrations on
the higher ground of the site (fig. 4). Concentrations
of connected buildings will avoid the mistake of
building a patchwork-gridiron of houses at a dens-
ity where neither buildings nor landscape have
visual dominance. Rather, concentrated buildings
will recognize particular landscape and view nu-
ances and will generate a strong man-made land-
scape “event” analogous to a butte or mountain.
Concentrated development can then economically
justify the provision of large natural open spaces
on the site, which will occupy approximately 200
of the 500-acre tract. Through the close yet pri-
vate placement of housing units sharing smaller
enclaves of open space in the form of plazas and
patios, a greater sense of community will be evok-
ed than generally exists in suburbia (fig. 5). The
large central open area between the buildings and
the river will remain natural and will interconnect
with the smaller open areas enclosed within the
building cluster. A curvilinear pedestrian route sep-
arated from vehicular traffic will connect plaza
and courtyard spaces to form a sequence of “places.”
This pedestrian system will also connect with a
major existing arroyo which runs west to east from
the high ground west of the project. Landscaping
and paths will reinforce this natural drainage pat-
tem to create a meandering pedestrian path to
the Bosque. The Bosque will be maintained as a
wild life area with occasional trails and clearings
for hiking and picnicking.

Street alignments will follow the topography
in gently curving loops. The depth of street intru-
sions eastward from State Highway 448 will be

Development plan legend

. Houses on large lots (landscape dominates)

. Medium density connected housing (black band)
. Mixed commercial uses and high density housing
. Regional shopping center

. Community recreation 6. Elementary school
. Natural open space 8. Undeveloped bosque
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Buildings were studied by means of three models
scaled at one-inch to 60 feet, to 20 feet, and to 2 feet.
The first, a contour may seen in Figure 4, shows the
course of the Rio Grande River (left) and of Highway
448 running diagonally across the property. It demon-
strates the extraordinary ratio of open land to resi-
dential structures.

Photographic credits: Figures 5, 8, 11, 12, 13 and 14
by Jerry Goffe: others by Antoine Predock.
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minimized. The clustered housing will be served
from the eastern edge of the vehicular loop sys-
tem, while contained within the loops will be apart-
ments and commercial enclaves relating to the
highway scale of the State Highway 448 “strip”
(fiz. 7). While an exciting mixture of commercial,
institutional and residential uses is planned for La
Luz, it will by no means be a self-sufficient “new
town.” The outer loop freeway system will bind La
Luz to Albuquerque and a projected major shop-
ping center at Montaiio Road and State Highway
448 should have area-wide response.

The Albuquerque City Planning Department
was extremely receptive to the plan for La Luz
The mixture of dwelling types, commercial activi-
ties and recreational uses made possible by their
special-use zoning will avoid the monotony of many
suburbs. A variety of choices as to way of life
will be offered the homebuyer, rather than merely
a choice of “model homes.” In La Luz the choices
will range from the urban apartment to the single-
family detached house on a large lot. The large
lot houses will respect the opposite threshhold of
density from the concentrated housing—the lots
will be large enough so that the landscape will
dominate the buildings.

The project will be progressively annexed to
Albuquerque—the master plan defining the zoning
under the Special Use Zoning program (fig. 7). A
mixture of economic levels is planned including
low income housing, but because of initial cash
flow the more expensive housing has been started
first—$15/s. f. construction cost with $29-40,000
sales price. The housing constructed thus far at
La Luz is for sale under a landowners™ association
legal framework. This means that by owning a
house the family owns a share in the open com-
mon land and a multitude of recreational oppor-
tunities—including swimming, specially designed
play sculpture and riding trails. Maintenance of
roads and common areas is shared by the land-
owners  association.

In many ways the cluster planning of La Luz
and the buildings themselves are very traditional,

Fig. 13

but not by assembling superficial trappings in the
name of pueblo architecture (i.e.: fake vigas, elab-
orately contrived parapet erosion, etc.). In similar
ways to the response of the indigenous builder,
the buildings at La Luz respond to the climate
and landscape of New Mexico. The west side of
the constructed buildings offers an essentially blank
wall to the violence of the low afternoon summer
sun and is closed to dust laden spring winds (fig. 9).
But caught within the fabric of the buildings, the
plazas and patios offer shelter from the cold winter
wind and act as receptors for trapping solar radi-
ation (fig. 5). The eastern facade of the connect-
ed, continuous buildings opens wide to the spec-
tacular views, yet the glass lines are recessed be-
neath deep concrete fascias which have the
effect of a shady portal (fig. 6). Because they are re-
cessed deeply into the adobe walls, only small win-
dow openings are without overhangs. Summer cross
ventilation is assured by the geometry of the build-
ing sections. Built on a hillside, the houses have
inductive air drainage back to front because of the
level change. Fountains within the patio areas will
have psychological and, to some extent, evapora-
tive cooling effect. Unlike traditional New Mex-
ico buildings there is visual continuity of inter-
ior and exterior space through the use of large
sliding glass doors.

The massive adobe walls serve as heat reser-
voirs, storing the solar heat during the day then
transmitting it to the interior of the house during
the cool night. The massive, blank, earth-colored
walls bind the buildings to the landscape. The
deeply cut windows and overhangs in shadow in-
terrupt the blank wall areas. Some walls are stuc-
coed white to bounce light into a patio or room
(fig. 11). Some patios have louvered roofs that are
calculated to admit winter sunlight but exclude
the summer sun. High walls protect outdoor yard
areas and patios from wind and assure privacy be-
tween units (fig. 14). All exterior walls are stuc-
coed adobe with sandblasted concrete lintels span-
ning openings. Some of the adobes were manufac-
tured on the La Luz site with material dug direct-
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ly from the ground. Adobe, a material that does
not require skilled masons for laying, has greater
application today than in the past. Besides being
a good structural and climatic solution, adobe pro-
vides excellent acoustical separation for the com-
mon wall houses at La Luz. Also, jobs are created
since no special skills are required. The much dis-
cussed self-help projects are natural for adobe.
Horizontal roof framing is wood with 6" batt insu-
lation. Living area ceilings are gapped local white
fir planks. Interior partitions are gypsum board on
wood studs. Windows and sliding doors are ano-
dized aluminum. Flooring is brick or hardwood. All
interior walls are white (figs. 12 and 13).

Since the houses are built on hillsides, intern-
al spatial arrangements are varied (fig. 10). There
are three basic plans constructed thus far which
angle toward selected views (fig. 12). The areas of
the houses range from 1500 to 2150 sq. ft. Living,

dining and kitchen areas always orient directly to
the primary view and generally connect spatially
with patios or terraces. The bedroom zone of the
houses is separated from the living zone by a pri-
vacy lock. Master bedrooms have patios or balcon-
ies. Living room terraces or patios open onto com-
mon plazas with fountains and landscaping. Plazas
are multi-level following the natural topography,
and they are landscaped with types of grass and
trees that contrast with surrounding mesa ground
cover. Earthen berms are used to deflect sound
and wind and serve as a visual screen around park-
ing areas. A wind break of trees will line the loop
roads and provide shade. As development progress-
es west the buildings will grow successively higher
to create an ascending barrier to the wind and low
sun, yet looking over structures to the east at the
same time,

—Antoine Predock

Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc.

P. 0. Box 1633
Roswell, N. M. 88201
505 622-1321

Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc.

P. 0. Box 10284
Albuquerque, N. M. 87114
505 344-0851

Quality Concrete Masonry Products

and many allied building materials
Modernfold Wood and Plastic Folding Doors
Hollow Metal Doors and Frames
Steel and Formica Toilet Partitions
Commercial Toilet Accessories
Residential and Commercial Steel and Aluminum Windows

serving New Mexico
and the El Paso area

with

Reinforcing and Fabricated Steel
Commercial Hardware
Moderncote Vinyl Wall Covering

Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.

P. O. Drawer FF
Las Cruces, N. M. 88001
505 524-3633

Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.

Telephone
El Paso
915 532-9695

Members: New Mexico Concrete Masonry Association, National Concrete Masonry Association

SANTA FE - ALBUQUERQUE

- SANBUSED H SANTA FE BUILDERS SUPPLY C0.

1803 6TH STREET, N.W ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO 243.5552 e 87107
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UNM Clubhouse
Engineered for savings
with an all electric design . . .

Freedom of design in an all electric building is almost
unlimited. Less room is required for heating and air con-
ditioning systems, With electric systems, expensive stacks,
flues and vents are eliminated, and the owner can save 10%
1o 30% in initial installation costs. The result is a low first
cost, low maintenance building with competitive per square
foot operating cost,

Add up all the advantages and savings, and you'll find the
all electric building invariably has the lowest total annual
owning and operating cost.

Architect — John Reed
Owner — University of New Mexico

The Public Service Company's Engineering Sales Department
will be happy to show you how to apply the all electric concept
to your commercial or industrial building.

Write: Engineering Sales Department
Public Service Company of New Mexico
Post Office Box 2267
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103

HARRIS GLASS
COMPANY, INC.

“You Can See Thru Qur Business!!!"”

RETAIL CONTRACT

® GLASS
® PLASTICS
® ALUMINUM DOORS
® ALUMINUM WINDOWS
® ALUMINUM STORE FRONTS
® WINDOW WALLS

SERVICE THROUGHOUT NEW MEXICO

SANTA FE
1224 Calle La Resolana
Phone 982-5204

ALBUQUERQUE
1223 4th N.W.
Phone 247-0731

Weyerhaueuser 7/16 CRAFTWALL prefinished
architectural paneling is unmistakable. The
genuine hard wood beauty costs no more than
premium 1/4" paneling. Available in lengths up
to 16" CRAFTWALL paneling carries a written
lifetime guarantee.

SPECIFY CRAFTWALL
Weyerhaeuser Architectural Specialty Dealer

1881

3825 Edith, N.E. Phone 345-2511
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WOOD is WARM and WONDERFUL!

MEMBERSHIP:
BALDRIDGE HOME SUPPLY CENTER AMERICAN BUILDERS SUPPLY CORP. U. 5. PLYWOOD CORP,
GIBSON LUMBER CO. SANDIA LUMBER CO. DUKE CITY LUMBER CO.
HOME BUILDERS SUPPLY CO. APACHE LUMBER CO., INC, NEW MEXICO TIMBER INC.
BOSQUE FARMS LUMBER CO. GEORGIA - PACIFIC CORP.

These are the experts on wood and wood products to contact
for information and consultation . . . members of

LUMBER MERCHANDISERS ASSOCIATION

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
A AR O A Y 5 v LM

“Delivery was prompt—ijust as scheduled—and
we found the installation to be quite problem-free and
simpler than anticipated.”

. . .. so said Adrian R. Hesselden, Hesselden Con-
struction Company of Albuquerque.

In this case, it was tapered TRUS JOISTS in a
Moriarty school. But whatever the project, the basic
advantages . . . the savings of the TJ system, come
back to every customer/builder. We hear it constantly.

We revel in it.
But we’re prejudiced
So, ask our customers.

George B. McGill

Elementary School

Architects: 7100 Constitution Avenue MN.E.

Kruger, Lake Albuquerque 505/256-2058
G Henderson

THERMO-KOTE SPRAY FIBER INSULATION

@ NON COMBUSTIBLE ® ORGANIC
® CHEMICALLY BONDED @ IDEAL FOR METAL BUILDINGS

COMES IN SNOW-WHITE FOR FINISHED AREAS
CAN BE APPLIED TO MOST ANY STRUCTURE

KEYSON APPLIED COATINGS, INC.

902 General Patch S.E. Phone 298-7597
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87112
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ALWAYS SPECIFY

STRESTCRETE
SLAB

PERFECT FOR...
® APARTMENT
e SCHOOL
¢ MOTEL
CONSTRUCTION

Fire-safe, Low-Maintenance Roofs
and Floors by...

BUILDING PRODUCTS CO.

. BOX 9977 + EL PASO, TEXAS +« PHONE T772-145]

THE

T
4

KEWMETAL

e Counseling, Sales & Installation of

@ Scientific & Institutional furniture for

® Schools — Hospitals A Laboratory-Basic Medical Facility

e Research — Industry University of New Mexico

Lembke Construction Co.—Contractor

e Arts & Crafts and Homemakin
’ ¢ W. C. Kruger & Associates—Architects

R
ONALD G. HITING CO., INC.
1359 Harlan Street 1009 San Mateo Blvd. S.E. 4215 N. 16th Street, Suite No. 2
Denver, Colorado 80215 Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108 Phoenix, Arizona 85016
Phone 303 238-7624 Phone 505 255-1684 Phone 602 277-4701
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McMURTRY PAINT & GLass [ N- &- Nelson @n.—
A VIGOROUS NEW COMPANY

A VALSPAR COMPANY SERVING ALL OF NEW
MEXICO WITH QUALITY
PLUMBING AND HEATING
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES.

Complete Architectural Services

for Catering To The Commercial
Paints and Glass Building Industry
Distributors for: FEATURING

“Lor. aLass AMERICAN
Bt o STANDARD

Fine carpets and drapes

Plumbing And Heating Equipment

Industrial Coatings

ko ALBUQUERQUE
1008 Marquez PI. Phone 982-4661 N. ('D. NL’[HU“ QIB.
20 years in 3825 EDITH N. E.
SANTA FEI|I NEW MEXICO {Formerly—Plumbing Division, Albuq. Lumber Co.)

THIS IS THE SYSTEM

THE SECOND PHASE CONSTRUCTION OF
THE LA VETA BUENA APARTMENTS IN
ALBUQUERQUE FEATURING A ROOF AND
FLOOR SYSTEM OF PRESTRESSED CON-
CRETE § TWIN TEES. THIS SYSTEM OF-
FERS THE ADVANTAGES OF LONG SPANS
WITH MINIMUM DEPTH, MAXIMUM FIRE
RESISTANCE AND LASTING STRENGTH.
INVESTIGATE THE ADVANTAGES OF PRE-
STRESSED CONCRETE FOR YOUR NEXT
BUILDING.

& i

ARCHITECT — PETER LOOMS, A.l.A.
CONTRACTOR — CAUWELS & DAVIS
OWNER — H.A.S. DEVELOPMENT CO.

PRESTRESSED T ——— ]
ConcreTE ProDUCTS, INC.

1900 Menaul Rd. N.E., Albuquerque, N. M. 87106 (505) 345-2536
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