
A Conversation With A II anT em k 0

Th e following conversatio n was tap ed durin g a
lun cheon in the A lv arado Hotel din ing room. Th e oc­
casion was a recent visit to 'eto Mexico by A llan
Temko. Mr. Temko is presently conducting th e Treen ­
tietli Century Fund's study of the industrialized urban
environment at the University of California, Berkeley.
He is also archit ectural and urban crit ic for the S an
Francisco Chr onicle, and was formerl y West Coast Edi­
tor of Ar chit ectural Forum.

Tom Pop ejoy , President of the Unive rsity of New
Mexico, had in vit ed Mr. Temko to revisit the cam pus
in order to continue their dis cussions conce rning the
Unive rsity and its physical developm ent , with particu­
lar reference to the future course of the Department of
A rchitecture. Th e Depa rtm ent's chairman has resigned
and a new chairman must now be chosen. But before
a man can be hired, the who le purpose of the Archi­
tectural S choo l as a, teach ing facility and as a possible
important influence in relation to the Unive rsity, to
th e City of Albuquerqu e, and to th e State mu st be
studied and defined.

Th e conversation recorded here concerned itsel f
with some of these problems . Th e tape has been edited
ami som ewhat re-arranged, It is the hope of the editors
tha t it has lost none of its spontaneity . while it has
gained in cla rity .

Joh n P. Conran

Present at the luncheon were:

Allan Temko, Center For Planning and Develop­
ment Research , Unive rsity of
California. Berk eley, CaLifornia

Harold Benson, Assistant Professor , Department
of A rchitecture, Unive rsity of
New Mexico

Charles Quinlan, Lectu rer, Department of
A rchitecture, University of
New Mexico

Dudley Wynn, Professor , Chairman,
Hom er Awards Program ,
University of 'eio Mexico

Morris Freedman, Professor,
Department of En glish ,
University of New Mexico

Mrs. Morris Freedman.

John P. Conran, Co-Editor,
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Temko:

What are the main issues facin g the State, the
niversit y, and the cities? Obviousl y, in a per iod of

rap id growth, there ar e a nu mber of vexing problems
some of which are pr obabl y insoluble. However, New
Mexico has the tremend ous advantage of a sma ll popu ·
lation that is still of man geable size. Thi s growth can
he guided, and , if the Sta te is wort h its sa lt, it will do
this. I am told that the Governor is good. ome peopl e
fay that he is the best in the history of the tate.

Quinlan:

Th at's not say ing much, though.

Temko:

Th e Depart ment of Development is a laugh , isn't
it ? Isn't it simply a Chamber of Comm erce so rt of
" Boos ter" operat ion '? And the Sta te Pl anni ng Off ice
doesn 't see m much better. Wha t New Mexico needs is
a combined agency for pl anning and development , di -

reeled by a big man - a brilliant man. He sho uld be
a specia l assis tant to the Governo r, such as in Illin ois,
where they have a very good man . Severa l of the states
havc goo d people,

[cw Mcxico should und er take a state development
study for which it could get fcdcra l funds. Th e study
sho uld be ab ly done and it should Icad to a state plan .
This agency must have the full weigh t of the state
go \'crn mcnt bchind it, and it must a lso bc ab ly staffed.
You can' t have incompetence there.

Conran:

Th c Univers ity is coo pera ting 11\ a state resources
invento ry study which was star ted under the previous
adminisira tio n. I don't know the present sta tus of thi
study, but certa inly, the Archi tectura l Depart ment is not
involved.

houldn 't thc niversity's Architectural Dep art .
meut he thc expcrimcnting and designing force upon
which city an d state pl anning depart ments rely - or
at least , usc and possibly be influ enced by?
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Temko:

I feel that the Univers ity is the appropriate pla ce
for these studies, and also, that it should uph old the
idea of excelle nce for the rest of the community. The
Univers ity of Californ ia is doing a large share of the
Califo rn ia Sta te Developm ent Study.

I was shoc ked by the Albuquer que City Pl anning
Comm ission operation . The Land Use Pl an for ] 985
is the crudes t sor t of tra ffic diagra m and zoning. Thi s
is not p lanning . Heal plannin g has to he a definiti on
of hu man goa ls in thi s part of the worl d. You could
have unani mit y upon many issues - for example:
clea n air. You could, I thin k, get widespread suppor t
for an ordinance on advertising. You know, Yahoo
adve rtis ing is offens ive any place, but in ew Mexico,
it is so tragic.

Quinlan:

Here in the South Valley, we can' t even convince
peopl e that they arc about to drink their own sewage,
and that they arc contr ibuting to the dust probl em.
Most of their roads ar c un paved and they burn most of
their own trash. Burning is again st ci ty or dinance, but
they ar e not in the city.

Temko:

When I said that Grea ter Albuquer que is not
gove rned, this is an exam ple. There must be a reso lu­
tion of the problem of metropolitan gove rnmen t and
there must be a real izati on of the value of good plan.
ning.

Quinlan:

I have kept very close touch with plannin g here,
particul arl y in the downtown area, an d the attitude
for plannin g has changed 180 degrees in the last three
years. Busin essmen now feel that they need it.

Temko:

Do they reall y? Th e place is a shambles. It is
eviscerated by these parking lots. Th e only decent ,
civilized pla ce in downt own Albuquerque is the Alva­
rado Hotel, and not .iust the cour tyards, but the whole
plac e - it is the only thin g that one can say is on a
grade with decent living in other cities.

Quinlan :

We ar e on the brink now of some very significant
planning in the downtown area.

Temko:

This is certa inly hopeful , and one must say that
there are nice thin gs. Some of the sub-divisions, al­
thou gh they ar e not ar chit ecture, ar e rather decentl y
done. One which I saw has a little square. Th ere are
several comely conve ntional developm ent s with some
effor t mad e at layout. However , there is no Radburn ,
New Jersey. Dale Bellamah and his sub-divisions seem
to me to indi cate everything that is now wrong, an­
ar chically wrong, in the City of Albuquerque. Th is
kind of uncontroll ed, leap-froggin g building operation
is bad . When I said Albuquerque was ungovern ed, I

meant it. 1 () self-respecting community that had a
decent gove rn ment would perm it such excrescences to
spro ut up in the most beaut iful land scap e in the world.

Wynn:

Oh, but some of the houses are like those in " Hansel
and Gretel!"

./

a "Honsel and Gretel" house

Temko:

Let 's talk abou t the Arc hi tectura l Department.
Whcn high Universi ty off icia ls tell me that " the archi­
tectural depar tment is not qu ite read y for acc redita­
tion," I say, " Dear sir, do not use the word ' rea dy' in
connection with the arc hi tectura l department in an y
sense ." The archi tectural depar tment a t present is vir­
tuall y a tabala rasa, woefull y under-staffed and und er­
equi pped, and its ex penditu re pcr student, is, I be­
lievc, below the A.I .A. minimum level , isn't it ?

Wynn:

If the A.l.A. has a level , this is below it. I say
this because our per student expenditure throughout
the University is far below that of fir st-rate Stat e
Univers ities.

Temko:

The sta te colleges in lew Mexico get alm ost as
much money per student as the nivers ity her e. Thi s
shows a confusion of va lues in the Sta te. The ratio in
Californ ia is 2 to I ; two doll ars are spent in the Uni­
vers ity for every one dollar spent in the sta te colleg es.
But the state colleges in California have, I think, twice
the per student budget of the Univers ity her e. Yet thi s

niversit y is supposed to hav e a complete gra duate
pr ogr am and research program.

Wynn:

For the fir st tim e, the State Board of Edu­
cational Finance appea rs willing to accept the idea that ,
because the University of Jew Mexico carr ies the big
graduate load in the State, it deser ves more money per
student than the other institutions.

...

10 .. NMA November - December, '64



Temko:

Well, in a ny cas e, good arch itectural ed ucation is
ex pens ive. Pl anning ed uca tion is eve n more expens ive
- as ex pe ns ive as medi cal education. \Vhat ca n be
don e ab out th e Architectural Department ? Fi rst of all ,
I hop e that the new cha irma n ca n be appointed thi s
Sp r ing and will come to New Mexico Jul y fir st. How.
ever, the niv ersit y is not in a stro ng position to ge t a
cha irma n. Columbia niv er sit y ha s been unabl e to ge t
a dean , . C. L. ., and the Univers ity o f Illinois have
new schools of ar chitecture. Th e on e in Chi cago is
at the new urban campus of the niversit y o f Illinois,
and they want to mak e it a g reat school of architecture.
How can th e niv ersit y of New Mcxico bid against
formidable inst itution s lik e those. I think it impossible
to ge t an eminent architect - yo u kn ow, one with a
grea t reputati on , to tak e thi s job. But you can ge t a
brilliant, younge r man.

At the pr esent stage of the School, I thing that he
sho uld be an architect, but an architect with a keen
und er standing as well as a sympathy for planning. He
sho uld be a man who has don e so me designing and
working. He probabl y will be so meo ne who went to
a rch itec tura l schoo l in the ea rly fifti es.

Conron :

It see ms to me, that oft en those schools whi ch
hav e paid heavil y for big nam es in th e architectural
world ha ve rea l ly not become so good a school as a
result.

Temko :

Look at the men who stud ied under Walter Gr opius
at Harva rd. First of all , as someo ne with so stro ng a
philosoph y of hi s own, Gr opius a rou sed a counte r­
phil osophy, or a counter-ideo logy - I wouldn't ca ll it
a philosophy. So, you have John Joh an sen and Paul
Hudolph. Th e onl y on e of the now fam ou s men who
continued as a Gropian rationalist is J. M. Pei. Actual­
ly, if Pei alone had come out of Harvard in th e Gropius
period, it would hav e been worth it. But, as it happens.
ab out twent y exce lle nt architects and a co uple of
hundred ver y competent professionals ca me out of it ,
and they had a famous man, as cha irman. Th e best
run department s in the country, from my obse rvation,
arc at the niv ersit y of Pennsylvania and M. J. T. AI·
th ou gh M. I. T. ha s had a big sta r. Pi etro Belluschi ,
as dean. it has had Anderson as a self-ef' Fac ing cha ir­
man with a rationalist philosophy, but who is very
op en -minded , and is himself, a very cord ia l a nd fin e
per son . A younge r Anderson ma y be th e type of cha ir­
man you need .

Mrs . Freedman :

Do you th ink that he sho uld come from around
her e ?

Temko :

He ha s to come fr om outs ide. A completely fr esh
man who has not been invol ved in an ything locall y is
what you want.

Mrs . Freedman :

Yo u haven't suggested an y names.

Temko :

No, becau se I think the job ha s fir st to be defined.

W ynn :

When you offe r a job to a man you have to tell
him what vou want to do . how mu ch mon ey yo u' ve got,
and whcr~ you 'r e going . '

Temko :

It is necessary that a co urageo us young architect ,
who is al so aware of gene ra l urban and social proh­
lems, come to g ivc a new focus to the entire curr icu­
lum . 1\ ly feelings is that the curriculum sho uld be
revised a yea r at a tim e, starting with the fi rst yea r.
Each yea r, a n a pp ointment sho uld be mad e in con­
ncction with the new cur r iculum. At the end of five
years. yOll will hav e five new professor s and you will
hav e a new five-year co urse . Th e fir st year now is not
even an architectural program. You might tr y the
i\I. I.T. approach, wher e th e stude nt is supposed to be
a man of the world , as well as a highl y trained pro·
fcssiou ul !,er son. This ca n be done. In five yea rs yo u
ca n 51'! up the infra-structure, and a grea t school ca n
develop rather swift ly under the pr op er per son. l lli­
noi s lnst itut c o f Techn ol og y was nothing until Mies
Van der Hohe came, and then it sudde nly attracted
exce lle nt stude nts. Th e improvem ent at J.J.T. ha s had
spcclan d a r results in Chicago . Mies' stude nts arc bui ld­
ing and , I think, they are the best co r ps of architects.
taken co llect ivel y. in the world toda y.

Th ey are working in big firms in Chicago withou t
an y ego problems: the public rarel y hears of them as
indi vidual s. even th ough they are in charge of ver y
hig projects. Th er e is a deep co mmitme nt am ong these
men: they a re seriou s architects. Th ey are not money·
g ruhhim; sa les men. They are not promoter s, but are in
the str ictes t sense architects. It is tru e that the princi­
pal partner s in some of these firms are promoter s,
hut we should con sid er if th e ser ious architect docs
not hav e mor e tru e freedom in such or ganizations than
when he is out bea tin g the bu shes for cli ents.

I hclieve tha t in Berkeley, whatever th e fai lin gs
of the rest of the architectural department, we hav e an
exce lle nt fir st year - probaly the best fir st year in
th e country . What do we ask the student to? We ask
him to for get conventional ideas of a rch itecture . For ex­
amplc : g ive him a probl em of the alphabet. What
mak es the lett er A a n A ? \Vhat is the cha rac ter ist ic of
thc variou s lett ers ? We ha ve hund reds o f wa ys of writ­
ing the lett er A. Printing it. ome with se rif, some with­
out. But what makes an A an A? What is th e ba sic
form of the A ? How can we d istingu ish it from a P ?
Th ese arc the kind of problems th at don't appear on
the surf ace to be architectural problems, bu t are in
fact a va lid part of architectural education. Now , what
should the architect be ? You can' t tak e him out of
Hoswel l, New Mexi co, and say, " Hey, you, you are
a Leonardo da Vin ci. " You want to make him com­
petent professionally - the wa y doctor s, by and large
are com petent. One of my favorite compa riso ns is be­
tween a rch itec ts and doctor s. If Y OU have an ordinarv
ailment - say appendicitis - you a re lik el y to sur­
vive the ope ration prett y well , even th ough the doctor
ma y not be Paul Dudley White. In the case of most
architects. on the other hand , you die on the table with
th ese bu tchers. Beca use of the complexi ty of modern
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$7.50 per sq. ft.
thanks to
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aggregate
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Paul R. Reddy,
Architect

Producers of Idealite Lightwe ight Aggregate
for Concrete and Concrets Products

806 Boston Building. Phone 534-5144
Denver, Colorado 80202

The sprawling General Services Administration stores depot in

Denver made use of lightweight aggregate concrete in its barrel

roofs and supporting beams and columns to achieve the required

space, and appurtenances, within the budget. Lightweight con­

crete made it practical to design spacious, unobstructed, 40' by

80' storage bays. In addition, it is a type 1 fireproof structure­

an important requirement for such a building. If you're con­

sidering the construction of a warehouse, apartment, office

building or other such structure, investigate the advantages of

Idealite concrete. It's strong, yet light in weight; 30% less than

normal concrete. It offers superior insulating and acoustical

properties, as well as low moisture absorption and low shrinkage.

Ken R. White Company, Engineer
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tech nol og ica l c ivil iza tio n, th ey are not on ly un equal
to th e technical cons ide ra tions . but al so unable to co pe
with th e evo lving life of man, in a n age of unprecendent ­
ed aspirations and new need s. besides traditional need s.

So , th e first yea r co u ld, I think , tr y to g ive thi s
inte llectual fram e o f referen ce to the bo y. In this wa~'

he would becom e a man o f th e world. too. What else
d oes he need ? He need s first -r at e eq u il;me nt a nd facili­
ti es. He need s a decent architectural librar v. He need s
a sho p. We have a typica l problem in th e first yea r a t
Berkeley, whi ch requires ex te ns ive use o f th e sho p.

We g ive th e boy or g irl [a nd , in cidentall y, wom en
sho u ld have a g re a te r place in architecture and brin~

man y new perspectives to th e professi on ) a sheet of
meta l and sa y, " How ca n yo u ge t a maximum volume
out o f this sheet o f metal b y using a repetitive pattern
o f cutt ing that is su ita b le to an industrial opera t ion?"
Or wood , " How d o yo u jigsaw thi s piece o f wood to
ge t th e maximum volume out of it? " Well , th ere are all
kinds of th ings you ca n do, but it sho u ld not be ca p r i­
c io us ; it sho u ld have a rat iona le. Moreover, the stu­
de nt sho u ld do thi s wi th hi s own hands in a beau tiful
sho p. I g uess the bu dget for th e Berkele y sho p is about
th e budget for th e wh o le Department o f Architecture a t
th e niversit y of Ne w Mexi co. But yo u need a beau­
tifull y eq u ip pe d sho p with wonderful eq u ipment, and
a model sho p, o f co u rse. The mod el s shou ld be fas­
tidi ou sl y made, not s la p pe d together, as I sa w th em here
la st S p r ing . And th ere sh ou ld be a mood in th e schoo l :
the in struct or sho u ld be read y to say to a slo ve n ly
s tude n t, " F - yo u flunk. " You ha ve to be more se ve re .
Meti culou sn ess builds up in th e d rawings a nd eve ry ­
thin jr else. The s tude nts want this. I think th e s tude n ts
re act well to int elligent di scipl ine.

You sho u ld al so hav e a beautifu l dark ro om a nd a
ca mera sho p. Phot ography is a n essent ia l part o f th e
design process , es pecia lly urban design. And th e s tu­
dent shou ld use photographs in hi s presen tati on. TIIC
Un ivers it y sho uld prov id e th e Lei ca s. S tud ents need
~ood ca me ras. They need to learn how to use th em as
a desi gn in strument. T h is is not che a p but neither is it
ex pe ns ive in th e long run . And th e real profit will he
for th e peop le of Ne w Mexi co wh en thi s begins to
pa yoff in the next ge ne ra t ion. T he s ta kes are very
h igh because the peop le the Department is training are
go ing to do most of the architectura ll y desi gn ed bui ld­
ings in Ne w Mex ico in the co m ing ge ne r a tions . These
s tude nts, wi th whom I met, are very eager to lea rn.
Th ey a re Iike desert so il th at need s to be watered a nd
it will bl oum.

Quinlan :

What is this ide a o f devel op in g a s tuden t to be a
man o f th e wurld ? This need is one o f ou r se r io us
prob lem s.

Tem ko :

Th is problem is cl osel y tied to camp us develop ­
ment, a mi cam p us devel opment m us t in clude th e de­
vcl opment of th e ve ry co ns iderab le real es ta te th at
th e ni versit y owns in othe r parts of Albuquerque
and el sewhere in the Sta te. For exa m p le : th e 2,000
ac res near the airport. If that la nd isn 't properl y de­
vel oped with th e hi gh est sta nda rds, if it is n ot a g re a t
desi gn, I think it would be c r im ina l negligen ce. It is
on e of th e fin est s ites in this regi on and it ca n be so me-

thing better than Gen eral Motors T echnical Center.
And they ca n do it. The niversity not on ly must be
a het ter cus tod ia n of its own propert y than it ha s been
so far, but it mu st help to devel op th e expe r tise for th e
e nt ire S ta te to take better ca re of itself.

I ha ve re commended to Presiden t Popejoy and
other people at th e niv ersit y that a magnificent resi ­
dential co m plux be devel oped on th e so uth ca m p us .
Wh at sho u ld these dorms he ? They sho uld he th e very
o p pos ite of th e present int ention s to in carcerate s tu­
dents in hun-au cratic barrack s. They sho u ld ha ve th e
co mel illPss of th e g rea t private universities, suc h a
Yale. They sho u ld have a true academic atmosphere
and, a lso , a co rd ia l ity su ch as Eero Saarinen 's new
[' o llq~es a t Ya le. T hey shou ld ha ve li b ra r ies. Th ey
sho u ld all 11lI \'e a wid e variet y o f accomm oda tio ns .
If stude nts wish to live pri vatel y in singl e r oo ms,
they sho u ld ha ve that o p tio n; if th ey want to sha re
a su ite, th e )' shou ld ha ve tha t option, to o. Sh o uld
yo ung facu lt y members and th eir wives live in this
g rou p'! S ho u ld se m ina r rooms he provided ? Should
th e y ha ve the kind of co u rty a rd life tha t th e co ur t at
Ihe Alvurudo shows us wo u ld be possib le , a nd ca n
th is he donc for the firs t time on th e cam p us of the
Un i v ( ~ rs i ly o f New Mexi co III an un compromisingl y
ron tern pora ry manner ?

Conron :

Wh at is th e va lue o f a reg ionu] a rc h itect ure? Is not
th e College of Education th e first attempt to ex p ress
on the ('ampn5 th e essence o f th e Ne w Mexi co archi­
tectura l heritage in a co nte m po ra ry manner, but with,
out rr-sorting to Puehlo tyle clich es ?

Temko :

Yes. you a re not ~o i ng to huild Miesian g lass
huildings in i'\e w ;\Iexi co.

Wynn :

The College o f Education is a s te p in th e right di­
rection .

Temko :

II is a decided improvem ent and Max Flatow
deserves credit for in ject ing a ne ll' id iom.

the College of Educot ion
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Benson:

The problem is, though , that the buildings put up
afte r that , such as Onata and San ta Cla ra dormitories,
revert to the previous philosophy of the eclestic build­
ings.

Temko :

Wel l, you know, those are midd le-brow ism tri ­
ump han t. I am afraid that it is no acc iden t that so
much has been done badly; it is a re flection of in­
tern al even ts in the niversit y.

I have in mind an entirely differe nt standa rd in
which the College of Educa tion (g ra teful as we are for
it ) wiII seem a pr ett y modest sta rt in thi s direction.

Santa Clara Hall

Wynn :

What do you see as the next " bold step"?

Temko :

Th e next " bold step," first of all, would be to
recog nize the buildings as the phys ica l expressio n of a
spir itua l and intell ectu al pr ogram. I was shocked to
see at the Univers ity a model subm itted by local arch i­
tects with two mammoth symmetr ical bl ocks, (some­
thing like a Sov iet Pavili on at a Word's Fair in the
thirties ) with which they proposed to fill out the
dormitor y comp lex. And quite ap art fr om the un­
suitability and impropriety of thi s kind of concept,
was the impropriety of the meth od. Before you have a
drawing of a build ing or a model of a bu ild ing, you
should ha ve a prett y substantia l document (a nd thi s
should go for every bu ilding, including the new Hu man ­
it ies fac ilities) asking, essentia lly, what ar e we living
for in this part of the worl d? How shou ld we live ?
Obj ecti ves should be high. High objec tives are more
eas ily achieved than is commonly thought possibl e
ar ound here. And the firs t thin g we need is definition
of the highest possible goals for the State, for th e
Univers ity, for the City of Albuquerqu e, and for the
degraded but potentially exquisite City of San ta Fe.
To identify the problem is to tak e the first step towards
solving it. Th e dorm s should be integrate d with the
teachin g pr ogram.

Mrs. Freed man:

Do you th ink that the do rms should have class­
rooms ?

Temko :

TO , not classrooms, but semi nar rooms. George
Bern ard Sha w once said a meaningful thing " All peopl e
would live the way the rich live if they had money."
Why is Yale so pleasant '? Why is Cam br idge in Eng­
lan d so p leasant? Th is is the way the upper classes
have lived for centur ies, and educa ted their young
peopl e. Th e big probl em of our soc iety - the true
moral educatio na l pr obl em in our society - is to do
in a free, public, ega litar ian institution, not merely
as well as, but better than the great private aristocrati c
uni versiti es. If we can do this in a democratic frame­
work , with out her eritar y wealth and pri vilege, we will
have achieved a civilized th ing; and we can do it.
You should know the cos t, and there are many ways
that you can meet the cost. A good, expensive thi ng is
always better than a good, chea p th ing, but you can
do very well within the bud gets ava ilable, I beli eve,
much better than the niversit y is doing now.

Wynn :

In sta te uni versiti es, we have two cult ures pull ing
ag ainst each other: the every-day studen t life is totall y
at odds with the aca dem ic purposes. Until we can
get these togeth er , we're flu nkin g.

Temko:

Right. Students are treated as numbers. Frank
Lloyd Wri ght once said a ver y wond erful thin g, " How
do you expect to get a liberal educa tion in illiberal
buildings ?"

Wynn :

Or 1II a totall y illiberal envi ronment.

Mrs. Freedman :

To get back to the spir it of what a student should
have in or der to become a man of the world. He should
be able to meet with his friend s and have jam sessio ns
an d a place to study. He sho uld have places where he
can build up backgr ound.

Temko :

As President Popej oy once said, the students should
be abl e to have a place to read the New Y ork Tim es.
Th ey should ha ve beautiful rooms in which to play
the piano or some other musical instruments. They
should be able to read books qui etl y, and hear the
splash of wate r. Th ey sho uld have views of moun tai ns.
Nowhere on the cam pus do you have architectonica lly ­
contro lle d vistas of the mountains. Your views of the
moun tai ns are by hazard . I cannot tell fr om Garrett
Eckb o's drawings for the land scaping on th e campus,
what the three-dim ensional result will be in the context
of moun tain s. But the Univers ity, if it had been a good
client , would have demanded of Garrett that he study
thi s phase of the prob lem. I am not denigrating Garrett ,
He is a good landscap e architect and he's done a pretty
good jo b within the constra ints of the probl em. But
no one had a study model of the Universi ty with ph oto
montages of the Sandia Mou ntain s.
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You know, an architect mu st have a good cl ient,
I beli eve that th e new cha irman of architecture sho u ld
he the e1ienl. He should act for th e ni versit y pre­
c isely the wa y that Hel lu schi , aarinen. a nd othe r em i­
nen t arch itec ts acted as th e cli ent for th e Sta te De­
partment in th e case of th e new embass ies . Th ey pi cked
th e architects; they se t down th e policies for the em­
ba ssies, determined what th e buildings should ex­
press, a nd then th ey dealt with the architect s. lOW,
whatever is wrong with so me of th e em bassies , th ey
constitute th e fin est g ro up of modern public building's
that our country ha s ever done. Some of them are reall y
marvelous, for inst an ce: Harrv \Veese's Afi ean Emhassv
is on e of hi s best buildings, and its ch ie f virtue i~
th e very absen ce of the ponderous approach of mo st
official architecture. Recent Federal architecture has
l.ecn ge ne ra lly had , and ye t, th e Sta te Dep artment
Foreign Building Program sho ws that yo u can ac h ieve
a g re a t deal simp ly throu gh cha nges in policy and
administrative procedure. You need a new approa ch
here. The new dormitories, the cam pus, properti es ncar
th e airport, and other Unive rs ity properties, represent
essentia lly new problem s in an area of rapid g ro wth.
S uch problem s have never been de a lt with ad equatel y
in lew Mexico or, for that matter, an ywh ere el se in
th e co untry . And we're onl y now grap plmg with th em.

\Vell , th e jet airport was al so a new problem.
How did Saarinen approach it with th e Dulles airport ?
Bef ore he design ed a building, he stud ied th e passen ger
handling procedure and decided that th er e had to he
a revolution ary sys te m o f passen ger handling to save
people from walking th e enormo us di stances of con­
ventional airports. So, before he had a building, he
had a program, whi ch , I think. is a pretty good on e.

Now, thi s is the directi on one co uld go with th e
dormitories, with th e whole cam pus development, Wh at

do we want to do ? Ne ver mind what is being done
now. l .ets attack thi s problem freshl y. Sure, we should
learn fr om gre a t achi evem ents of th e past. Probabl y
the best c itysca pe and the most g rac io us ped estrian
env ironme nt in th e nit ed S ta tes is Yale. \Vher e e lse
ran yo u walk from co ur t to co ur t over such an eno r­
mou s a re a in handsom el y-don e buildings ? Yale is on ly
s upe r fical ly romantic. I know it has ph on y Cothic­
on -st eel , but those buildings are beautifull y sca led .
Th er e is cons istent use o f fin e materials and walks;
it is all tied together. Harvard Yard is tied together with
brick. Harvard ha s man y different kinds of buildings,
but it is all on e thing ; it's a I!re a t unity.

On th e Ne w Mexi co camp us, you have supe r­
ficial unit y, but it is fundamentall y di scordant. I 'm
not say ing that in co lo r and, perhaps, massin g and
ce r ta in o the r resp ects, yo u can' t follow th e lead o f th e
older elec tr ic buildings. But thi s need not be s lavish ly
don e, as in the new Library Annex. The addition to
th e Library ha s a very decent roof str uc ture with pre­
cas t, pre-stressed " T"s. But the colonade will simu la te
Sa nta Fe wooden co lumns with win g-like ca pita ls ­
a ll pre-ca st in co nc re te. Well , this is an irrational form.

0 , too, is th e irrational curv ili nea r she ll that is wrap­
ped around a re ctilinear building. This is quite dif­
ferent from Ronchamp, where Le Corbusier had a
frankl y sculptural anti -rational religious sh r ine . The
Library is sup pose d to he an emblem of rational in­
quiry. It 's suppose d to be logi cal. I would say that th e
Uni vers ity sho uld he mor e un compromising. I don 't
mean to write off th e Library Addition com ple tely. It
ma y be a very fin e facilit y in ce r ta in wa ys, but it is
str uct ura lly a lie. And to com pel th e stude nts to liv e
with a li e, is to me, morall y ind efensible.

End
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no moisture to
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stabil izing.

£Very Glen·Mar door
is buill with the
natural moisture

content of this
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An Open - and - Shut
Case of Superi ority!

APACHE Lu mber Co.
100 Mescalero, NW Tel. 345-1633

ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico

Location of the Glen Mar plant in
dry. dry Phoenix achieves "Balanced
Moisture Control " . . . low moisture
levels in all compone nt parts of
this Glen-Mar Door! Proof: just
open and close it ... an Open and
Shut Case of Superiority!

IN NEW MEXICO
Specify ....HEATING

with LIGHT!
The new concept of using the high foot­
candle light level s as a vehi cle for heating
many bu ildings is capturing the interest of
progressive a rchitects throughout the United
States.
A typica l office building utilizing t he new
foot-candle levels th ro ughout the str uct ure
wiII require 8w (wa tts ) per squa re foo t of
flu orescent lighting. E igh t wa tts per squa re
foot wiII heat the typical off ice building satis­
fac torily. This is not conjecture. The Georgia
Power Company's building (as an example)
is practica l proof. The design temperature in
Atlanta is 10 degrees F.: this typical office
building has a heat loss of 12,500,000 Btu's
per hour at 10 F.. . . the lighting system
for t his building produces 15,000,000 Btu's
per hour.
Heating with light has been designed into
many structures traditionally using large
wattages of light ing (jewelry stores, for in­
stance). The Imper ial Oil Company of Cana­
da in Toronto as well as supermarkets in
Montreal use no other heat source. A pro per­
ly des igned lighting system provides adequate
heat to sat isfy the the r mostat wh ich reduces
the heat needed f rom auxiliary equipment.
Almost any commercial build ing and many
industrial bu ild ings that fo llow the recom­
mended ligh t ing practices wiII need no other
heat source.
Why not take fu ll advantage of this F REE
by-p roduct and cons ider the Lighting- Heat­
ing-Air Condition ing comb ination in your fu­
ture pla ns an d engineering stud ies . Especial­
ly on highly competitive jobs. Consult your
Public Service Company of New Mexico
to find out how you can incorporate a heat­
ing system with adequate lighting.

Enjoy a New way of Life

Total ELECTRIC Living
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