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Albuquerque from'thi past, f
.. . By JAMES P. THRELK~D . . I

.THE watchword ?f Albuquerque tot1ay is progress. To [
the stranger Wlthfu our gates we Hboast, among other I

~'
things, of our Veterans' Hospital, the Few Post' Office and I'
Government builqing, the bathing ebeadp, our new Country l
Club, our -educational facilities, the q~nservancy project;i

. and of our ~~dY incr~ase in. ~p,!l+on. ~top several I·
downtown buIldIngs and In the wIndow~ of vanous realtors!;
is the boastful prediction thatthe populAtion of the city willi

fJ , ~

be so many thousands in such ,and sucll *,year. We retire atl
night-with the sworn intent of bigg~r a~d better things fori '
the city and for ourselves tomorrow~ ~ This progress id~11J

, seems to have originated in about 1880iwith the cqming of1

the Santa Fe Railroad,' the shops, and rnpch new blood from~
other sections of the States. New Albuquerque grew up~

..., ~ "
almost over night alongside the tracks ~ distance of a mil~

from the center of the plaza in Old 1own, and so -rapid~
and zealous has been the subsequ~ntgr~,wth that Old Albu-il
querque stands today almost surroun~~d, smothered, andi[
forgotten. . -, ij ~:

I tt H

If you will obtain ~n abstract to so ~ e piece of propertyJt'
located in what is known as the lowl nds, you 'will find ~~ .'

• 1,- ,I

reference to the original Villa of Albu ,uerque Grant. Thel1"
date of this is usually~given' as' 1706. :: ere is ample evi-l!
dence that there was quite a settle~e~t In the vicinity o~'
Albuquerque before that date. It wouldlappear that shortly!
after. the settl.ement of Santa Fe by Pev..•. alta. settlers beganl,·
to drift into the vicinity of' Bernalill~, and Albuquerque~~

They were attracted,' not only by the pleI,ltitude of wate~·
and the adaptability of the land for irrilation, farming, andl

, ;. ~

sheep raising, but also by the fact that, the valley affordetlj
the best natural trade route between C ,: ·htiahua and Sant~. ..
Fe., With the evacuation of New Me;~ ico in 1680, these.
settlers gave up their holdings and fi1'I to Mexico. Whe~ .

[283]; H, ,

, ~. 'II (".
wo 4! I
~ , t

1

1• 1
; ,1

1: ~

1

Threlkeld: Albuquerque from the Past

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1932



284 ] The NEW M E X I C oQ u ARTER

DeVargas came up the valley in 1692 to con er and re
.establish settlements in 'New Mexico, some of t ese original
settlers -fuust have taken up and rebuilt their odes along

. the Rio Grande. In 1706 it is recorded th t Governor
Cuervo reported to the Viceroy of Mexico, t e Duke of
Albuquerque, that he had settled thirty. fa lies on the
banks of the Rio Grande on four square ~ lea· es of land
and had -named the villa San Francisco d~ Al urquerque.
Shortly after, upon an order fr.om the Duke, th name .-was
changed to San Felipe de Alburquerque in ho or or" King

" Philip of Spain. At just what time the additio al "r" was"
dropped, or for what reason, I have not been ble to dis
cover. In support ·of the theory that there wer settlers on
the site of Albuql:lerque prior to 1706 there is in the Ar
chives a petition under date of 1708 made by ne Lorenzo

"de Carbajal to the chief alcalde and war capta n of Albu-, .
querque, Martin Hurtado, for a clear title 'to a pI t of ground

. within the villa containing the ruins of an old ouse which
had belonged to his father. In addition to thi there was
published in the New Mexico Historical Revie of June,
1929, the "Noticias" of>Juan Candelaria found few years
ago among some records- in Mexico City. Juan as born in
1692 and was for a number of years a resi ent of the
Villa of Albuquerque. He stated that the to was" in
corporated in 1706 and that twelve families and some
soldiers from the garrison residing in the to of Berna
lillo- came to colonize it. So if Cuervo sec red thirty
families he m~sthave found a number of th m already
living on~he site of the villa.

The laws of the Spanish government rela ive to the
. .

affairs of its colonies, found in the ordinances nd decrees
of Spain entitled "Recopilacion de Indias,". gr nt to any
settlem~ntof not less than thirtY w4ite persons our square
leagues of land. Since the Spanish league is co parable to
two and· one-half miles, the amount of land in te original
grant was approximately 25 square miles or 17,6 1.06 ~res.

, ,
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VIEW IN OLD ALBUQUERQUE 'IN 'THE ; ~E ~IFT;E8 ' I
(F,rom a wood engraving in "EI Gringo" by w1J. W. H. :Davis, 1857) ~•- .1; II

For almost ~o centuries be£orel the~rEit Santa ~
engine rolled down the vamey, Albu4~rque had been !a
town of some importance; in th~ Riol Abajo. Lackingp.
Chamber of Commerce and a Boosters~Club' nobody seems
to h,ave had the jitters if the CellSUS Ii', res for any perio!I
showed a decrease under those last 0·: record. For yeaIijs
it was classified as one of the small to~':s of the state. ~
census taken in 1827 gave its popul )on as 2,547. T~is

samec~nsus gave the following figures ,'or'sottle of theothelr
towns in the state: Santa 'Fe,J),75il; T~os, 3,606; San J ua~,
2,915; .Canada, 6,508. In fact~buq~erque had little tP
identify it from other towns to the no~h a~d to the soutIl,

'; l -
J ~, , I

~ I
~ ~~ ~
':,r !~

~ 1
:j U 1
-~ Ii

,~( ~

I " i 1
~ ALB U QUE R QUE FRO M l HoE PAS T [2~5:

i poitlts of the compass, you willo get so~, e idea of the exteht
~ of the grant. If you can obtain a map ~. f it 'you will find th~t
~ it extended a mile and quarter to thf east of the presei1t
~ l~tion of the,Santa Fe. tracks and s~mewha,tmore than ioaI mIle to the west o~ the rIver:' I r
~ u
9i! t
*j

~
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and- whatever was typical of Albuquerque Wa& a~so typical
, of the Rio Abajo from Bernalillo to Belen. . I . ,

The settlers of New Mexico ,and of AJuquerque i

brought in with them from Mexico, sheep, cattle, oats, and
horses; some few and very crude implements fo .farming;

.,' very litJ;le in the way of 'seeds, and, practically ~o 'tools or,'
furniture. The padres seem to have been the first husband
men in the valley, putting in the first vineyard ana orchards

I

and encouraging their flocks to do likewise. These early ,
Spanish were better herdsmen th~n farmers, andl a number I

of them, after some years' re8ffience in New Mexi<f.>' counted
their sheep by the thousand. The Navajos were r constant
scourge and danger to the little settlements along the Rio
Grande, hiding in the approaches to the.. m01.!~tains and' •
sallying forth periodically to rob, burp., and murder. .

, Prior to 1880 many travelers from the Sfutes made,
their way through this part of the Rio Abajo. There was :
little chance for lonesomeness ·on this route,. for lit was the !

main hig~way through New Mexico. On it weIie the car- ;
riages of the ricos bound for the capital. Ox-d~awn car- .
retas weno.ed their tedious way north and south. ,Caravans
of traders from Chihuahua and Santa Fe. passed and re
passed. American ~raders, such as the Magoffins, hauled '
many wagon loads of me'rchandise through this valley an- , -.
nually. In the forties one might have encountered Gover
nor Armijo on his way down from'Santa fe to 'visit his
fazpily at Albuquerque, accompanied by such a retinue of
soldiers~nd retainers that it was necessary to build a bar- i.

racks in Albu<Jl1erque to house them. Herds of sheep and
goats spotted tikJ landscape; droves of 'cattle were common,
impelled to spe~ by slingshots in the hands of their drivers, I

and one could meet at most any season of the ye~r a band I

of soldiers on horseback engaged in some punitive' expedi
tion against the Navajos.

The majority of these travelers kept diaries, that be- I

ing the fashion of the dflY, and many of these accounts or
diaries were published and had a wide circulation.

4
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These early r~:tds contain m~ referencl.s to thJ ~
open-handed hOSPitalitw,., of the people ofll,AI}>uque (que and o~ :~
the contiguous terri~ry. Thre: fami, ies t~cos o~
those days, the Pereast at- Bernalillo; t ,I , ,Jjos, atAlbu~, ,~

querqu~; and the .~ez family at..) e ~nq of the n:~~
day's n'de down t river, are pralS, I numerous In~1

stances for the, cha ..~., . 1., their: always opeD!
doors Qffered. In t e homes' of thelPobres as well, the,! I

stranger w,,~ always. "I,', lcome. Ke~d~ll~! ,in ~••,S 'J,.'exa,n Sant~,i . !!
Fe Expedttwn, .e atujlg'the. suffenngs; of himself and th~ ) J

.Te~ans in their ma,rcij under heavy gu lid from San Miguell 'i

to Chih~AAua" tells ~f the outspoke' sympathy of th~ ii,

poorer citfs~~ thej.Rio Abajo an€! ~of how the wome~ .ii'

clu~tered about ,llie efha~sted frisonef! at ~very stop~ of-l
ferlng them ~rn, pU1ppklns, grapes, tfld wnatever e(hble~l
their homes affordedf If the travelet were a person ofl
particular note, ,the padres lOcated in!l the tQ.WllS and 'the~
various pueblQs, fr~entlY undertooij theentertailUIlenti "
with great credit to t[hemselves as hos~s. The tables were!, il
laden with the variods disheS'~igenpUS to New, Mexico, t', ~
flanked by the main ~roducts of,te v~,',ley, such as melons, i i!~·
fruit, and grapes,·.aIl to be was ed; down' with a very~1 :'::
superior quality of wines and brandy. I While, one traveler, ii'
bewails the fact that ~here was no g : wine in the valieyI':i

l

because. it was kept in vats and skins Iand ~runk too SOOI1"! ~

after making, the mJjority proclaim ~e superiority of: itj I!

and of the grape brdndy to any thel had consumed el.se-i
where. ' Col. .J. F. M~ine, who was a : 'sitor in the sixties,1
found the wines so ~ his taste that 'e sent a bottle each~,

of white and red win+ to the Cincinn~';i Wine Growers As-~
sociation requesting their judgment a Ito the quality." The ~

white was given a 4de of ninety an I tl1e red eighty-one. f·
The pre,sid,ent of the association w;rote ;:n° part: "'-We judge l'

wines by figures ma~ed up; tQ one h I ndred, ,which is the',
highest ,charact~r ' ofl wine of any ki d. ·Your bottle ,of ~
white wine was mar~ed ninety. -Mo t of our Ohio wine!

!!. -q ~ .',:

I. ~ I ~f,
I )!<ik

! I ~'
i fJ 1 ' I"

l I Ii: I !
! l» ~:.
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I

does not reach the excellence of the wine presented by you."
In addition to food and drink, baBes were given on the
slightest provocation, and ~~re than onc~, when the~
were several males of partIcular promInence, the '(alley

\

was searched for s"enoritas of beauty and charm who might .. ,
lend superior grace and distinction to the event and ad
ditional pleasure to the gu'ests. I

In the literature being sent out today by our. booster
organizations to attract more people to Albuquerque, there
are many claims advanced provin_g the superiority of this
city, yet in these many pamphlets, letters" etc., I have never . '
seen any reference made to the superior pulchritude of the
local fair sex over those of other localities. Yet as early
as 1845, due to the writings of Messrs: Pike and Kendall,
Albuquerque was known far 'and wide for the beauty of its

. women. In 1807, Zebulon -Pike, being taken as a political
prisoner from Santa Fe to Me~ic~, was entertai:ryed at din
ner here by Father Ambrosio Guerra. A portioP. of PiKe's
Journals relating to this dinner follows: "We were re-.
ceived by Father Ambrosio Guerra in a very flattering man
ner, and led into his hall. From thence, after taking some
refreshments, we went into an inner apartment where he
ordered his adopted children of the female sex to appear.
They came in by turns, Indians 'of various nations, Spanish,
French, and finally two young girls, who~ fro~ their com
plexion I conceived to be English.' On per~eiving I noticed
them, he ordered the rest to retire, many of whom were
beautiful, alld directed those to sit down on the sofa be..
side me. Thus situated he told me that they had been taken
to the East by the Tetuas ~nd passed from one nation to
another, until he purchased them, at that. time. infants ;
they could recollect neither their names nor language, .but,
concluding they were my coqntrywomen, he ordered them
to-embrace me ~s a mark of their friendship, to which they
appeared nothing loath. We then sat down to dinner, whi.ch
consisted of various dishes, excellent wines,and to crown

6
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all,-~e were waited oL by half a' zel of those beautiful /'.'
girl~, w~lO, like Hebe at t1}e st' t rods, conv,erted our, ' ~; '"
wine to nectar, a~d, vyith heir mbr ial breath shed in- ~,
cense on our cups." Kend roved h", elf a more elabo- Ji ,
rate pre'Ss agent; he ,as aesp~per~a when he wrote ~
in the forties: "It was at Alpuquerqtfu t t,i saw a per~ 'M

feet specimen' of ferrlale l~velln,ess., ,the, ,girl was poor, ,I
being-'dressed only iln chemise and a foarse woolen petti- ,~ -
coat; yet there was an· air of gr3ce, a ctl rm, .about her, that ~,:,lR.!
neither birth nor fo une can bestow.l She was standing :i~
upon a mud wall, the I taper' fingers' of ! er right hand sup- 1,1,'

porting a large pumpKin upon her hea , while her left was il; (t.

gracefully resting up~n her hip. Her l dark, full, and Ius- lil
trous eyes;overarchJI with brows of encilled regularity, ~ 1:

1
1

and fringed with las*s of long and sil~en texture, beamed [ij"
upon us.full of tenderness a~d pity, w*le an unbidderi tear j'."
of sorrow at our mislEortunes was cOfsing down a' cheek i. f
,of the purest and dchest olive. H,. beautifully-curved r.~
lips, half open ~ if rn pity and asto~ishm~nt at~~cene~, In'
so uncommon, dIsclosed teeth of pearll dazzlIng whiteness. i,

!nn~ence and. the b1st feelin~ of our nature- 'we!e play--~, ~; ,
lng' In e~ery llI~eamert of that lovelylj face, and ever ~jl .

anon, as some 'one of us more unfo~uriate than the rest
wquld l~mp halting ~y, aga,in her tears tVould gush fr0n:'- 'i

f their fountains and ]llumine a counteFaIi~ of purity. If,·, I
"Crystal tets from pity's e~F I
Are the stalrs in heaven higlf.,". ~~

some of them fell tha{ -day from: the PoPr village girl, drawn
from their firmamen1 to lighten the s~rrows of th~se upon
whom misfortune had laid her heavy Hands. She could not
have been more"than.rfteen; yet her l~rse and flowing dres!;, .. j
but half -concealing 1 bust of surpassing beauty and loveli- i
ness, plainly discloseP that she was j~st entering woman- ~
hood.. <> Her .figur~'tas fau~tless, an~ even the chisel of 1
PraxIteles himself never modeled anMles of such pure and
classic elegance." T~king into acCQutt the perversities 'of

I ' II '
I 11. i If

• II
! I

::, I Ii
! "
~ ~I II. ~

~

; I
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human nature, we shouid be prebared for a statement by
Colonel Meline: "I have only to: remark that I also, twenty- .
five years later, on, the same sp~t, saw the population .of .I

Albuqureque swarm out on a more attractive occasio~; all'Q '
if that young lady of the pumpkin, pare feet, taper fingers,
hip, and all that sort of thing, left daughters resembling
herself, I certainly did not see them." ,@

For approximately thirty years after the Am~iican

occupation, Albuquerque assumed; sonie importance asa
military post. The army depots whic~ were located here I

- gave employment- to m~y. inhabitants.. The number of the
troops varied with the urgency of the times, and while it
was usually regarded as a. two-company PQst, there were
located here at one time or another, some eight hundred
men. Numerous campaigns against the Navajos were 9.i- !

rected from Albuquerque. During the Civil war when the._.
Confederates under Sibley advanced up the .Rio Grande, the
ar~y stores were hastily foaded on wagons and removeQ'to.
Santa Fe. When the Confederate forces arrived at Albu
querque, Rafael and Manuel Armijo,wealthy merchants,
boldly avowed sympathy with the Confederate cause. and
placed $200,000 worth of goods at the disposal of the Con
federate forces. Sibley had in his possession 'eight small
cannon wmch had been captured in a brush with Union
forces in Texas, and when he retreated from Albuquerque,
he buried them close to the west side of the plaza. Years
later these were dug up; several were given to the local post
of the G. A. R. and may now be found in Robinson Park.
After the stinging defeat at Apache Canyon, Sibley ~nd his
men retreated down the Rio Abajo. had a slight skirmish

•
with the Union forces -in the vicinity ?fAlbuquerque; and '
then proceeded to Peralta~ where an artillery duel of several
days' duration was engaged in. Sibley's forces' finally es
caped under cover of darkness and·a terrific sandstorm,
leaving in the valley of .the Rip Grande below Albuquer~,

~~

-~I
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. .L -- . ~----r -_. - ,A~ ,
que the recollectionlOf more caimo~akIng than it had _ever I:··
h~ard before or shall p~s!~ly ever hr.ragai~. . I: , ,

w. w. H. D~VIS, VIsItIng Albuq)uerque'ln 1854, gives! 1
in El Gringo a shoh description of i~e appearance of the!~ ~

,~~':~;I::~o:::,d~~~n\~~~~~:~t~o:~e~~:r1:~=1 1
have a strangely farltiliar ring. We J;ote"as follows: "Thei -\
~own is i~regularlYllaid ~:)Ut and badt' b.uilt.. In the ce~ter[ .
IS a plaza bf some Itwo .or three ac es In extent, and Intoli
which the prinCipal streets lead.T ~e houses are generallyl;
grouped about. w.it,out order;i,and 'fte ,best are but in~if.<
ferent mud buIldIngs, some of the Il1)ore humble ones beIn~i

partly in ruins, A~ a place of resid$ce it is far less pleas~i'
I ant th~ San~IFe. f At ~ome seasons~ofthe ye~rhighwindS: ~.
prevaIl, when. the ~un I~ alm~t ob, ~red by th.e clouds o~
fine Qust that I~ whj.rled through the l Ir, and whIch finds art
entrance into the Ji10uses through e': ery nook and cranny~,
Then there are fliesl and ~osquitoes~ hich swarm in and ou~ ,,'
of doors. in unto~d !millions, which either day or ,n!ght alt .. n,.
low mal]. or, beast! to live in peac The weather' is oPt"
pressively warm ib the summer s as'on. The water use<ll' . !,
for all purposes cokes from the riv ! , and is so mu~dy that i
you cannot see the! face i'n it until if,' ~hall ha,'v,e .settle? 'seJ,i., I
eral hours." I" ., !, i

¥odern IJl~thQds have, remove1 most of the,condition~' ,II
that Davis critici'ed. Our deep ,~lls, water plants, a~n, ~ >

reservoirs furnishlus with sO~1 of fhe purest water. in t ~. I
world. The Cons~vancy project a.~ our garJ!age ~ISPOS " "I
have almost' erad~cated the bre~ding placevof flIes aN.i~

,mosquitoes. ,Wel~built houses, 'Pafrb, and paved streets
are so matter of lact that we har11y" spea~ of thern. T~e 1
Wi,nd still blows, bit, the sand gT01Vt- less and less befOre, tij,,;,.,e ,I

r
'· ..'

encroachments 0 la""11s and sh;rtj).bbery. Over the tr~Il,

where once the. aliant Coronado~ led. his, bep~~~ed ar1d I
armoured band 1 the, quest of th~t wIll 0' the WISP, gol~~ II

where the redou~table De Varg~~ rode at the head of {a i "

j ~ j I
/
: !I Ii '

11 ,.

~ I
. Ii i
I I I
! t I
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few hundred against thousands, where many strange
pageants of travel have occurred throughout several cen
turies, there are two never-ceasing lines of motor cars, one
going north and the other south. Slowing down now and
then in order to thread their waY' through a small town or
village, they zoom away int~ the distance in a mad race with
our hoydenish spirit of progress. And the bones of the
early Spaniards rot along the roadside and occasionally the
river in satiric mood casts a skull out upon 'the banks.

.•

Highway 85

By TE~FAIR HENDON

" .The trail crunched by wagon wheels, where heavy oxen
Plodded weary miles in days and days and days,

I
bn~. I

A blackened ribbon :~ I
Where sleek parabolas ~ i

suck- I "
·1 Iml es, I
per '.

hour
In restless runs for time ....

~ .

I
I
I
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