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A Cl_g'itieal Stuciy of Two Tales .
by Amado F\Tervo

By JOHN E. ENGz KIRK, JR.

{

" fluenced-the Memcan author. Tlgere is a marked similg ity
‘in spirit and in purpose in muc}{ i that these men have writ-
ten, but these 31m11ar1t1es, in| opinion, are due mone to
the factor of splrltual relathnsﬁp than to the direct 1‘ flu-
_ence of the former over the lagter. I shall neot attempt
therefore, to pz:ove that these tales are the dlrect résult of
an admiration :t'or and 1m1‘t{t101 of Poe’s art as a stpry-
teller. - ] shallz merely point oit that they may be 3
favorably compared with certainjof Poe’s tales. , F
Amada Ne::rvo (1870-1919), jwas, after Dario the g reat-
est ‘poet of the; Modernista mov ‘ment in Spanish-Ameri
He, like the Nglcaraguan an mostf of 'his contempor ri
showed a deep | interest in Pae hand ,was undeniably i ﬂu-
enced by him m both his poetrv and his prose. Does
Nervo confess i iin El Exodo that in his cqnvﬁtsatmn .
other modermsts the @iscussion turned quite | natural iV to
Dante, Baudelaure, anél Poe?* Has he not crltgclzed hls{ fel-
low-writers in itheir modermstlc attempts ‘at new line ;and ,
new metrical c}omblnatlons? He told them that that 1 nust
ever be a dlfﬁciult task in any lg nguage “since Poe, w '
Thé Raven obtamed with much diligence a great orig] 1na1-
ity, did not attempt to conquer %new meter, only contentmg -
» himself with azm unusual combmatlon of known meters )

3 ) &

\.-
1. El Ezodo, p. 176. : }
2. Ln lengua y literatura, pp. 41742 : %
i : i
s [53]. Lo

i !

' s
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-~ Whereupon
fication and ori

But Nervo does

Principle. In (
ever be known 3
fantasms, while
the inaccessible
Why does Nervc

as. he lived retir
and to the sky ¢
telescope that se

cony facing the
heavens and we
star. But he ha

“rj'l

q

hat the modernists would do well to follow!
not confine himself to Poe’s poems and to

1eories as expressed in his essay The Poetic
Crénicas he tells us that Poe’s stories will
18 the works of one “who tells us his tale of '
above us centers all the silent arcanum of
night in which unknown worlds tremble.” -
» call them “eternal tales of the stars”? Be-
pe, sought to sound “the inaccessible night”’

ed “in a room opened to the distant peaks

s revealed us his secret:

e engaiias: mas lejos fui
ue la estrella mas lejana.”

- No small wonder then that Nervo should have been
captivated by Poe’s tales and that in his volumes of prose—

Ellos, Almas qu

constant references to Poe and to many of hig works

Nervo reached no great heights in his- prose. His | ; _
theme is always superior to his style.

But he was glfted

s,

he goes on to quote Poe’s ideas about versi- .
ginality, finding in them a new conception
of composition t

f Madrid, among books and papers, withoa
'rved him as a Pegasus to escape this World' ;
ong the friendly constellations.” on a bal-
sierra, he would aim his telescope at the.
yuld pass in his imagination from: star to f

e pasan, El Exodo, Mis Filosofias—we ﬁnd .

as a conversationalist and as a story-teller, and these char-

sensations, uncommon words, unusual subjects, in a word,
of such themes as would insure the success of his tales with |

the periodical public.

These odd bits of prose can scarcely *

be called tales, however; in many cases they are nothmg
more than anecdotes that concern death, adventurous scien- |

tific theories, m%'sterlous presence of the unknown elements -

8. Cronicas, p. 146.
4. Prologo de En

I went beyond the most outlymg star.)

?

“acteristics sufficed to redeem it. He was ever fond of new -

j

ique Diez-Canedo to Almas que pasan (You are mistakeh: for-
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in hfe, and the hke As, for example, when in the delight-
ful sketch, The Clouds, he tellsr us with much ‘scientifie
assurance that some dlstant day's, through forces that |are
now at work, complete eVaporatlen will come to pass a da
“rarity indeed will be the passin : of a ﬂeeﬁr cloud th h
heavens of an uncontaminated blue” Or when, as in One |
Hundred Years Sleep, he foreseesthe day when . ‘man, {‘be- -
cause of a more scrupulous study of certain cerebral re- ;
gions” may choose to span oceans of time to return to hte i
on more hospitable shores among better men and-more re-
fined!”® (Nervo here coﬁfesses that such is the imagination
of Poe in his tale of the mummy ') -Or again, when in Upon
Returning, Someone hasiEntered,l Wes, “Because I feel
that-there are invisible eyes that read ‘\qver my shoulder as ‘
Iread. Iknow of eyes that watch me as.I write, that in this - !
very mstant are looking ; §at what I am writing, and yet they
“have been closed to life for a long time.”” And when, as a
final illustration, in his Fear of Dea,th ( upon the title pagp
|, of which, by the way, is a Raven perched on a skull!) he
. - finds these words in thea last me §sage of a suicide, “—This
obsession of death has so mastered me of Jate thaf I can db
nothing but speak and think of 1 “alone. —I edn stand it no'
.. longer and I am going to have recourse to the most absurd,
- to the strangest, to th most 1liog1cal but still the most
effective of remedies. ...} I am omg to kill myself! Yes, |
kill myself; can you 1maggme that? Kill myself because I'm n
| afraidlof death!”™ S -
Of a similar uzfture lare most: of Nervo’s proﬁe sketches.
~ Throughout, the pervadmg note is%characteristic of Poe. |
That such a tone prevalgs is not urp; ising after having oeb- | -
served Nervo’s 1nterest in and manyireferences to Poe, and
- when, from a study of thelr lives and works we find how.
remarkably alike were these two Esplrlts in their melancholy |
Preoccupation with dea‘l:h and injtheir search for-the beau-

tiful, the ideal and the unknown S S Lo
g _ |

Uos, DD. 51-57. %

id, pp. 163-170.

id., pp. 61-74. |

Imas que. pisan, pp 45-58
1

i
1
3
4
H
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I have chosen Nervo’s The Automobile of Death® be-
cause it seems to me that it may very well have been sug—
i gested and influenced by Poe’s techhique as developed in
o The Cask of Amontillado and The Tell-Tale Heart. Nervo’s-
| capital sentence is brief, suggestive of what is to follow,
| and holds our interest immediately. . It may be most favor-"

" iably compared to Poe’s opening line in The Cask of Amon-
tillado: ‘“The thousand injuries of Fertunato I had bornd
as best I could but when he ventured upon insult, I VowedJ
revenge.” Poe goes-on to tell us that he did not give utter~'

~ ance to a threat, but résolved his vengeance at length' ta
preclude the idea of risk. So, too, had these peasants, after‘
having suffered most humbly the brutal indifference of the
tourists—whose least insult was their constant throwing' of
~dust in their care-worn faces—deliberately planned a mode:
of punishment that would fit in well with Poe’s thought:
“A wrong is unredressed when retribution overtakes its
redresser.” And were justice to find them out could they
not reply ag did those oppressed townsfolk of Fuente
Ovejuna, that village that suffered from the despotism of’
the comendador:

PR -

“;Quién mato al comendador?
Fuente Ovejuna, sefior.”

Poe begins The Tell-Tale Heart in much the same way :

/ “True!—nervous—very very dreadfully I had been and am! -

- but why will you say that I am mad? The disease had
sharpened my.’ senses—not destroyed—not dulled them.
Above all was the sense of hearing acute.”” And he plans
cautiously, and with d1ss1mulat10n to r1d himself of the eye
forever.

In such introductions lies much of the secret of Poe’s
art. Has not Nervo.been influenced by the Amerlcans
technique, if not by any one particular tale?

Nervo, contrary to Spanish prose tendencies, refuses
to digress. He carries hjs tale forward rapidly, in short

9. Elos, pp. 149-154.

!
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" concise phrases, omitting all {but the details necessary| to
bring about the desired effe(g, ! an endmg that is qmte
eﬁ'ect1ve as we too, after folloawmg the automoblle of de?,th .
through‘the SW1ft dark night; stare with the people o%ﬁi’he '

well-1fghted garage at the in :lescrlbable inexplicabledthat
-on the leather of the Gushlons by
i . But Nexwvo falls very short of 1mpress1!mg us,
vincingly as does Poe‘ Poe sweeps us away with hi
‘allowing us a moment to turn back and. ask ourselves
whether we, after all, are note being duped at his expepise.
Not so with Nervo! He: makes certain impositions |on jour,
credulity. He refrains from exposing us to the utterly lim-
poss1ble, absurd, or 1nconce1vable He interweaves ithe
necessary facts to increase the likelihood of his tale. But
through it all, we kngw that Nervo does not want, nor does
he expect us to take*‘h;ls story 1;n all serlousness And so, al-
though he plays. upon our c;redu’lous nature, “he donyeys
throughout an unde&rcurrentg of humor, good will, jand
frlendlnfess that adds greatlyi to his tale. Lacking tdo is
that pensonal touch which Pé)e so ‘effectively employed to
win our credence. Nervo is ?out the story—teller He/ has
not wit essed the crime, nor taken part in it, ror felt all the
pent up hate of these s1mple§ folk! Then too, Nervo; has
these peasants seek revenge, ﬁot so much on the occupants
“of the ¢ ar; nor even on this pagrtlcular car, as on thei 1mper-
‘sonal, nhplacable machine, symbol of the devastating in-
roads that material progressé is inflicting in the peameful
idyll of these peasants and i t e solitary, pensive emstence
that Nervo sought on the shoges of some “Wagnerian lake”
that no frivolous eyes had eve contemplated . After han
ing noted how differently, in many respects, Nervo has at-
: tacked a Poesque theme, we fmay very well wonder what
" untold tales of unspeakable horror and of death, Poé V;Z)uld

concoct,| were he living in thisjage of speeding cars, ‘lcrack”

trains, railroad crossings, alrﬂlanes and countless dastardly

. inventigns of war and of crime! '

. o

10. Cft El hago Encantado, Ellos, pp. 129-13.7.

M .
. . 1 ; 4
. + B :

3
R i
,a\wj .
! ¥
.
-
R
i
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THE AUTOMOBILE OF DEATH

7 The country-folk were indignant, with that 1nd1gnatlon :

that tramples everything underfoot, that no longer con- "

siders either the extent or the consequences of its acts.
In the mornlng at about ten o’clock, an enormous ma-
chine, and a very powerful qne—130 H. P.—was coming
along at-a mad speed over the main highway.

A flock of geese, fat and shining white, were crossing
t the time. The chauffeur did what he could to :avoid
hem; but the fickle creatures—geese after all—instead of
scaping, banded together in the middle of the road. -
| There was no longer any possibility of stopping the

LY

Ewchine. To -attempt it was to go al panaehe, that is, to |

death -

' _ The chauffeur took a sudden resolutlon and passed over

ﬁhe geese: I
Clack! Clack! . St

grease, and a whirlwind of whlte feathers.  «

Justice would demand that the machine come to a stop, S

that it retrace its steps, and that the automobilist pay the

damages; five dead geese at twenty francs per, at least!

But the automobilist, who in his long sporting career,
had already seen himself involved in other reclamatlons,
ijeared the anger of the peasants, the difficulties with the

. owner, the bother at the Justice of the Péace. . ,, and con-
b qmued at full speed at some one hundred and|more per

| A noise like that of burstlng bladders, of spattering |

'our, leaving behind’ a rivulet of feathers and of lmpotent‘ '

indignation.
| In the afternoon, as if that had not sufficed, another

machine came into violent contact with a placid| cow that

paid no heed to the horn as she engaged in {the quiet |

Buddhism of a ruminant.
. The animal didn’t die; but remamed*ba*d?y shaken up,

‘ dps1de down 1n the ditch.

i As the COW was with calf, the proprietor, a poor fellow

Who owned nothlng else in the world, was given over to

-~
o
1\
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desperation, feeling sure That the terrible ‘blow Would have

~fatal results. - | |
At-nigrhtfall the state of mind of those wrétched pe fpl |

, was truly ]amentable ' A
The two aggresswe machmefs that had ruined t v_m
with such sudden and such formdable mJ justice, had dis-
appeared like shadows
When the owners of the gees ,;and of the cow reache
the scene of the tragedy, the only;trace of the automobil
was a little dust iand a smell of b?nzme Impossible tos
either the numbers of their hcen,’ses or where they car
from. They haézi committed thejwrong with scandalg
impunity, with-the crushing indifference of their one hy
dred and odd horses, and had disappeared immediat
' down the dusty, well-tracked roadu .
_ . “My best Ig'eese'” .groaned the one, “more than 1
E . _francs, bread fori.three months.” : f
- . “My cow!” exc’lalmed the other. My beautiful '34

that is Worth 20d 1”

- Soon a com@act body of lab( rers, farmers and sl;
herds gathered around the mourners. At first a si
wrath, that later. 1became a clamoﬂi)ssued from those rué ;
and shaggy breaqts against the i lacable, haughty, brut
machine that mozws down lives argd pulverizes farms tﬁ

S

the indifference Df a Hindu Ju rernaut; that never (h
pity, that the least it does is throw its dust in the faces
the poor, of those who do not po;Eess for their peregrin
‘tions other than the elasticity of thelr feet or the gentlem‘ |
of their burro. % !
Which of thé peasants sugges#ed the evil idea? Quit
’ sabe? But in those perturbed splrlts it caught fire-i
stantaneously. . : B
; That was it! They must seek vengeance' "“The. u:
mobiles would soon return, and the first one to ‘pass by
would receive the punishment. The tremendous puni -
ment! '. ‘I . I

Published by UNM Digital Re}gository, 1932 ' . \
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‘studied height.
; Then they took refuge in a shady grassy spot and
\sﬂent and fatal as destiny, their wrath already @ubdued in
'the face of the approaching, desired reprlsal they Walted

They didn’t wait long.
Night had fallen and in the distant bend df the road
‘appeared, palpitating - and snorting, with its| enormous

I
|

‘of laughter, of perfume, and of white, blu& and ried floating .
veils.

'refined, and one of their husbands; a certain titled sports-

‘ The peasants, in hiding, held their breath.

From an enclosure they cut a long wire anfl stretched "
‘it across the road, tying it firmly to two trees, at a Well-’

On they came: the chauffeur, four ladies, pretty‘and |

man, only too well-known in Paris, Biarritz, and Madrid.;

‘|flaming eyes sweeping the shadows, a large automobile full - o

-

| Suddenly, something unspeakable, ghastly, took place. : B

~  The wire, tense and rigid, lopped off, with as much"

ease ag if it were cutting butter, first two heads, then three.

The chauffeur, because of his being fortuitpusly bent
lover the Wheel was saved ; and in the midst of the roar and

speed he didn’t notice those brief, strange noises, |like some--

tthmg being rent apart, nor the silence that followed the
flaughter.

Oh! the automobile of decapltated people the terrify-
ing automobile- of death, with its five bodies thfown back

somewhat, and slowly pouring out their life’s blood !
- >0h! the horrible automobile of guillotined humans,

that went on through the night along the great|highway!.

Two heads had fallen within the car. The dthers had

- rolled off into the road with their beautiful hats, with their

* large streaming veils. Oh! the infamous automobile of the
morgue! The odious machine, inundated with blood, that
SWept on-at a mad pace over the great, Whlte tree-lined

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmgq/vol2/iss1/7
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And~what a nightmare when the car reached the ba'ﬁ( -
liantly-lighted garage full of peopleiand everyone saw, _a :

| at last, that! ]! ‘

| - That something 1ndescr1bable that was there within .

' upon the rich leather of the cushlomFas ‘ gﬁ !
In the foilowmg tale, The Resiscitator and the Re.guqi- R
cztated " we seem, to ﬁnd further p of of the,influence fn_‘. ,

'Z

{

Revelation and The Facts n the fCase of M. Valde i
When Nervo mentlons Poe as the 91nventor of the hfe}-r' -

teries of after-life. We recall Poe’sjcommand over deat! K
the tale which “for physical dis;gusf and foul horror ha:s Jp
lival in literature.”® Tt is rather terest;ng %o note t;:
as'in both of Poe’s tales, the patleng is subjeéted to t’hezw "ll
of the resuscitator, and to observe furthermore tha ‘
Mesmeric Revelation and in the fo lowing work of Nervp,
\& o we find the only instance of the use of dialogue by e he&'

author. There is, however, nong {of the profundity. & (ﬁ '

American’s attem;pts to ‘master de%t h and solve the y};’

_metaphysical discussion, and none 6f the disgusting hd
- of Poe’s tales in this entertalmng, congenial sketch of! the

Mexican author. : . a '
S

. ' .
ot ‘ 1

R . }
THE RESUSCITATOR AND THE RESUSCITATED

[

P

The Resuscitator: Do you feel.better already? 5

{
|
|
1
|
1
Resec.: Yes, because a moment ago you were comp anTu

The Patient: Did you say better! . . o
ing about palns, about nausea. . . .

Patient: 1 wag dead, wasn’t 1?7 .
~ Resc.: Yeés sir, absolutely dead. You had asphyxn*ate’

‘yourself with gas. . . T
Patient: Y, s, I know 1t ‘ J

11. Mis Filosofias, 161-.166. 1
" 12. See my article, T«he Song of Hollamds ;
- 13. Woodberry, E lgar Allan Poe, N. Y. 885 P

9

Inegzted Tale Ascribed qg PcPe.,

1] : / - \ %

& 1
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Resc.: How do you know?
___ Patient: Because I committed suicide.
Resc.: (disappointed) I beg your .pardon, I thought it
had been an accident—fortuitous. .~
i Patient: (Impatient) I repeat that I committed sui-
cide. You could have verified that before now.| On that
iconsole over there, there is a paper as big as life. |
\ Rese.: (Seeing it) Why yes, there is. |
Patient: Read it. ‘ S
Resc.: (Reads) “Let no one be blamed for my death.” |
(turning to the patient) You must admit that| there is

nothing unusual about this, everybody writes fthe same

thing.
Patient: (Disdainful) I wasn’t trying to be driginal, I
wanted to kill myielf that’s all, and I didn’t ‘want anyone
my account. You ought to hﬁve made

sure—
Resc.: I confess that I made a mistake and I have
already asked your|pardon. I (with dignity) am a respected
esuscitator. I use, in this country, through special conces-
élon of its inventor, the Amerlcan, Poe, the apparatus for

‘brlngmg dead baclq to life again, that you see here. (Indi-

cating the mechan}sm) But I only resuscitate those who
have succumbed involuntarily. It is not my purpose to
revive suicides, that would be going contrary to [their ex-

pressed wishes. en they sent for me, they told me that

you had been the victim of an acé¢ident: an open gas jet, a
¢losed door; this héppens to anybody. I picked up my ap-
paratus which, as you can easily see, is most simple: two
cylinders, one empty and the other full of oxygen, with
strong tubes of India rubber that are applied respe¢tively to )

the riose and mouth of the dead man. Within the gylinders, =
- mind you, there are two émbroli that should maintain a

rhythmic movement, like resperation. ,
Patient: (Impatient) You may leave out the details, I
am acquainted with the system. 1 | q

]
3
i

T

e _ o
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Resc.: Well, as T was sayin, I picked up my api par!-
atus. I applied it to your 'orifices and proceeded to move the
- emboli. The embolus of the empty cylinder drew out;t
deleterious gases that had accumulated in your organism,

while  the other filled your lungs with pure oxygen. The

rest you know. I erred unintentionally. 'I.repeat that

am a respected resuscitator, and I hope that you Wlll pa \

the fees.

Patient: (Furious) Fees' And you want fees besides:. ‘

So that after bringing me again 1nto a Worl from Whlch
" had decided to depart, you ask me. for fees |

‘Resc.: (Insinuating and humb h! but they|ar
very reasonable, IHere are my rates. ( Handmg hlim a littl
card). ' '
Patient: (Reading in affected veice) “Pedro Ramlrez[, sole
agent of the Resuscitator, A. Poe, in thls country” — ‘ires-
urrections at the followmg unbehevable prices:

. 1 '

Foraeat ___________ o _________ S SR I 15 p "etaL
For a dog ________.._____________;__%:_\_-_»_ _____ i__ 20 ﬁzgeta}s
For children under. ten ________-____/L_;_______-___-___ 50 p‘ahetais
For children from ten to eighteen S 80 pese
For young people of both sexes from elghteen to thirty __ 100 ni@ ? '
For ladies and gentlemen from thirty to oforty ee__ 200 D
From forty years on . ______________ S conventional p%nc 8

Calle de lazaro, 3 I § _ Telephone Nloz 33

Immedlate service at any hour df the day or ‘night
‘ Secrecy guaranteed

fd

ot i o g A

Patient: - (Ironically) Ah! I ﬁnderstand; so I, bemﬁ
more than thirty and less ,’chan fort y, will have to payiyot
200 pesetas. A 3
Resc.: (Smiling) Yes sir! ,
Patient: Well, you're a brilliant fellow.
Rese.: May I ask-why? " ; Y
Patient: Because I committed suicide on account of
debts—Do you ,undeljstand‘? ' ‘

"
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" .have been one mouth less.
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| & “Resc.: Oh !—i am not an exacting creditor.

pay me in time.

case. ...
Patient:
Resce.:
Patient:.

night I am going tpo commit suicide again.
Resce.: E

morrow. | ;
Patient: (Indignant) But that is an abus

Resc.: 1 must collect my money. 1 repeat
that I am an honorable resuscitataor.
you were a suicide, I would not have resuscitate
since, through an error committed by those who
1 came and operated my machine, taking an hour
it is but right. that you pay me.
six children—one of them resuscitated. You no

But'I db not see such securlty
Well, I do.

I dOll'l’t because you must know thaf

You will

If all my money were as secure {as in this

this very

All right and I will resuscitate youjagain to-

e.
once again

Had I known that

you; but
called -me,
of my time,

I have a famlly-—wife and

see what

-an upright man I am. I could have left him dead; it would

fbelieved that it was my duty.

you pay me you will be able to commit suicide 4
try for the

quilly. I am the sole concessionary in this coun
working of this invention, as I have had the h
you, and no one will come and molest you w
resurrection. You will sleep definitely in peag
other hand, if you continue owing me these 20(

But, no sir, I resusc;
But we were saying that if

tated him.
gain tran-

ynor to tell

ith another

e. On the
) pesetas, I

shall see myself obliged to resuscitate you every time you

commit suicide. Do you understand? 1 know 1
am saying is disagreeable, there’s nothing more

than a resurrection, but I can do nothing else—fo you see?"
(Understanding the difficulties of the situa-
very after-.
You maly bring me
Don’t for-

Patient:
tion) Yes, now I understand—now I see.
noon you will have your 200 pesetas.
the receipt, T shall wait for it until six or seven.

This

hat what I

distasteful

get that in the evening I shall attempt to asphyxiate—

Resc.: Agreed! I will not make you wait
we would come to some agreement.

L thought
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= . be proved in .the above tales is beyond
“article and the purpose of its author. ;
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yTick. Tock |

a By Kay BoweRs
“Life is real, life is earnest.‘i?
Is a catch-word :
Among us “youngsters,” ¥
A joke ... hilariously hailed.
To us life is just . ;.
A silly toy, laughed at, 2

As to what makes it tick. ) ]
But sometimes, ¢
In my gloomier moments ;
(After having thrust ‘
Al experlmental foreﬁng‘erg
‘ Into this amusing mechamsm
- Called Life, and A
Haying it. severely burned)/
I wonder..... :
Can we, the youth,
The hope, of the world
Be Wrong? "

.‘_4‘.
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Tinkered with. (We are. curé!ous

Kindred spirits are Nervo and Po& From Nervo’s
manyweferences to Poe and his works, we may readily be-
lieve j:hat the American excited a strong gpiritual influence
on the Mexican author. That such an afﬁnity exists be-
y tween Poe’s tales and many of Nervo’ siis quite apparent.

" But to say that a very definite and partiéular influence may
the scope of this
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