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A Critical Study Cbf Twoltales :
.',:,._ by Amado ~ervo

i I If '
f3y JOHN E. EN~ KIRK, JR.

, J. I .

I

T HE presentl article is sub . ',ed for a two-fold- purp se:
first to 'offer; in tr:ans ion, I 0' of Amado'Nervo'sc ar

acteri~tic prosel sketches; and se .pnd, to point out and 'ug
gest an explan~tion ,for the prtience of certain ,P,o"erque
elements that tlhese tales contain!' The mere. fact ithat 'uch
elements exi~t reed not' indic~t '1' -that Poe has di'rectl ';' in-,

, fluenced·the ~epdcan author. Tjere is a marked slitnil' ity
,in spirit and inl purpose in m4cH! that these men have ,rit
ten, but these ~imilarities, in )m ll

! opinion, are due, mo: to"
the factor of spiritual )relations 'p than to the direct i flu-

l ' i I I.,
ence of the fOimer over th~, I, ere I shall nQt atte¥-llpt,
therefore, to PJjove that thes1t 'es are t,he d,!rec~ resu~ of
an admirati0!l !for and im!t tio, ?f 1?oe's a)"t as 3; stry-,
teller. J shall! merely pOln 0 t that they may be ~ery

favorabl~ com~ared with cer ainlofPoe's tales... ' . I;j

Amada Nervo (1870-191\), !was, after DarlO the gieat
est:,poet of' theIModernista qv,ment in Spanish~4m,ica.
He, li!re the N~caraguan ani lmlost~·efhis.contempor ties,
showed a ~eepj interest. in Pqe~n~:f:tVa.s undeniably i 1 flu
enced by hIm ~m. both hIS P?etrt aJ!id hIS prose. Doe I not
~ervoc()nfesstin El ~~odo,tha, in his cqnv~satKm ' ith
other moderni~ts the fliscus'SioI1l turned quite Inatural W' to
Dante" .Baud~l~ire,. an~ Poe?~ ~as ,e~ not :crittcize~ hi~ fel
low-wrIters In ,iitheir rrtodernIstI~ attempts ,at new hnel and
new metrical cPmhinations? Hf told them that ithat ~ UBt
ever be a diffic\ult task in any l~nguage uSiince Poe, W :0 in
The Raven ob~ined with muchl diligence. a great, ori, tnal
it!, did no~ att~JIlpt to ,conquer ~ne~ mete~"onlY conte ;tiJ!lg

,. himself WIth a&... un~sual CO~}jI,ratIon of known ~et rs.'''
, 1. EZ Er1JOOO, p. 1 76. ' ~

2. L~ lengua Y, ,. literatuia, pp. 41742. '
I
, [53]; ,
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Whereupo he goes on to quote Poe's ideas about versi- ,
fication and ori inality, finding in them a new conception
of composition hat the modernists would do well to follow! /
But Nervo doe not confine himself to Poe's poems and Ito !

~ Poe's yoetical t eories as expressed i.n his essay The Poetic/
Principle. In ronicafJ he tells us that 'Poe's stories will
ever be known s the works of one "who tells us his tale of I

fantasms, while above .us centers all the silent arcanum of
the inaccessible night in which unknown worlds tremble.m , .

Why does Nerv call them "eternal tales of the stats"? Ble
cause he, like P e, sought to 'sound,"tpe inaccessible night"
as. he lived reti ed "in a roomr;.opened to the distant, peaks
and to the sky f Madrid, among book~ and papers, with: a ,
telescope that s rved him as a Pegasus to escape this world' ,
and wander a ong the friendly constellations." on a bal- :
cony facing th sierra, he would aim his telescope at tie .:
heavens and w uld pass in his imagination from star to
star. But he h s revealed us his secret:

..

J

$ •

" e engafias: mas lejos fu!
ue la estrella mas lejana.'"
I ' "

No small ~onder then that Nervo should' have been
captivated by P e's tales and..that inh.i.s v~lume~ of prose-..
Ellos, Almas q e pasan, El Exodo, M'1,8 Filosof~-·we find"
constant refere*ces to Poe and to many of hi~works '

Nervo reached no, great heights in hfs, prose. Iqs I

theme is alwaY$' superior to his style. But he was gifted
, .

as a conversatiqnalist and as a story-teller, and these ehar-
, acteristics suffided to redeem it. He was ever fond oi new
sensations, uncQmmon' words, unusual subjects, in a word,
of such themes s would insure ~he success of his tales with i
the periodical p blic. These odd bits of prose can scarce~ ,
be called tales, however; in many cases they are n<?thin~ .
mor~ than anec otes that concern death, adventurous scien- i

tific theories, nifsterious presence of the'unknown' elements.-
3. CrOniCo,B, p. 146. . :
4. Pt:6logo de Emrque Diez-€anedo to Almas que l'Q,Bo,n (You are mistake'h: for ;

I went beyond the mo~t outlying star.) .
I

I
I

- ' 'I
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in life, and the llike. As;" for example, ;when in the deli hi;+. If",!

fulsketch, The Clouds, i he tell~ us with muchscien ifi~
'! '

assurance _that some distant dayr, through forces' that~lI."e !
" § -, .j

now at work, 'complete evaporati<!>n will come to pass a da J

. rarity indeed will qe th~. passin~ of a fleefY cloud t~i:.'n i·
heavens of an up.cqnta~lnated b~ue.1I Or, when, as In ne f
H'lfndred Years Sleep, ~e forese~sthe day when mall, 'bel- .1 r '
cause of a more scrupullous stu~y of certain cerebral: l1el- I

~
f

gions~' may. ~~oos~. to "s~an ocea,s of time to return to l~e' f' .
on more hospitable shores amon~ bett~r men and· mor ne!- I
fined!m (Nervo here 'c()~fesse~,tJkatsuch is the imagination -r
of Poe in his tale of the -rhummy!) -Or again, when in UP0fl,' f .
Returning, Sorn:e~e: ha81~ntered~ He:-writ~s, "Because I feel f
that '-there are InvIsIble ~yes that! read\qyer my shoulder a~
I read. _ I know of eyes tlllat watclJ,' me as.I write, that in this " l
very instant are looking!at what [ am wr~ting, and yet ~hey - I

-have been closed to life for a lot& time."" And when, as a If
final illustration, in his ·fear of Death (upon the title pag~ f
of which, b~ the way, i~ a Raveh perched ort a skulln h~ .,'
finds these words jn the! last me~sage of a suicide, ."- Thi~, f
obsession of death hass9 masterfd me ofJate~ I can db!
nothing but speak ~nd tpink of i~olalone.-''I can stand it np I ,I

. . hmger and I am gOIng to have recourse to the most absund,
: to the ~trangest, to t.hdmost ilfogical, Ebut still the mqst ,l~"

effective of remedies.. ,.! I am fOing to kill myself! Yes, ,
kill m~self; can you imab"one fha. ° Kill myself because I'm "
afraid lof death!"6! -; . . i J

. Of a similar }JA'ture ~re mosti of Nervo's pro~e sketches.' f' .
Throu hout, t.he perv~qi~g not~ iS~:i.h~racteristic ~f Poe.
?;hat s cha ton.~ pr~vaI1r IS not ~"r~ ISlng,af~rhaVing ob
served Nervo's Inter~st In ~nd .mrnyj references to Poe, and
when; from a study' of theIr lIves a d works we find how~

remar ably alike. w~te t~ese two Ispi its in their melancho~y
preocc pati'on with dea'tP and inl the r search for- the b~81u-

tiful,' he ideal and the dnknown.l. " ".
i I '.

. I, I·.l'J 5. Uo8, pp.51.57.
6. J id, pp. 163-170. ii"1

7. 1 id., pp. 67-74. I Ill!.. 1. 8. lmas que. p.cuan, pp. 45-5~.
\

I
'1 • j

I~ I
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I have chosen Nervo's The Automobile of DeathO be~

cause'it seems"to me that it may very well have been sago;
gested and influenced by Poe's technique as developed i in

"The Cask of Amontillado and The Tell-Tale Heart. NerV)o~a-

capital sentence is brief,' sugg~stive of what is to follow,
and holds our interest immediately. _It may be most favbr~-

.C .

iaQly compared to Poe's opening line in The Cask of ,Amon-:
tillado: "The thousand injuries of Fortunato I had' bOl!n~
as best I could; but when he ventured upon insult, I vowed
rev€nge." Poe goes 'on to tell us that he did not give utt~r-!'
ance to a. threat, but resolved his- vengeance at length t td
preclude the idea of'risk. So, too, had these peasants, aftef
having suffered most humbly the brutal indifference of the
tourists-whose least insult was their constant throwfng' 0]'

. dust in their care-worn faces-deliberately planned a mode'
of punishment that would fit in well with Poe's thougit':
"A wrong is unredressed when retribution overtakes itS!

redresser." And were justice to find them out could they
not reply al:l 'did those oppressed townsfolk of Fuente
Ovejuna, that village that suffered from the despotism ofl

the comendador:

, ";, Quien mato al _comendador;~
Fuente Ovejuna, senor." ,

Poe begins The Tell-Tale Heart in much the same WBlY:
"True !-nervous-very very dreadfully I had been and am! .
but why will you say that- I am mad? 1;he disease had

I .
sharpened my. senses-not· destroyed-not dulled them.
Above all wasrthe'sense 9f hearing acute." And he plains
cautiously, and with dissimulation, to rid himself of the eye
forever.

In such introductions lies much of the secret of Poe's
art. ' Has not Nervo. been influence'd by the American's
technique, if not by anyone particular tale?

Nervo, contrary to Spanish prose tendencies, refuse's
to digres~. He carries hjs tale forward rapidly, in short

.' .
9. EU08, pp. 149-154.

'. 4
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co?cisephrases, 9~i~,ting al1lbht the'det,ails itece~sat~.to
brIng about the desl!red effe~t ~ an endIng that IS qu,ilte

, 1 ' • , , t
effecti:r~ as w~ too,~after follQrving the automobile of cile3-th
t,hrou~h~he' sWif~l d~,',rk nig?~ •. star~ with ·~he PC?Pleoiff,'~,he
well-lIghted garag,e at the Infiesc~lbable, Inexphca ~,\ at
on the leather of the cushions:1 . ,;f '

L . But NelWo falls Ivery short of impressmg us 1 s' don-
vincingly as does 'PoeJ Poe s~eepsu;away with hi ,I ,ndver
allowing uS a moment to turn back and, ask 0 rselves
whether we, after all, are no~being duped at his efpehse.
Not so with Nervo! He'makbs certain impositions 10m our
credulity. He 'refrains 'from ixposing us to th~ utterly im
'possible; absurd, or iIiconce~vable. He intetwea~es'.' the
necessary facts to increase t~e "likelihood of his tal,.' l:lt
through lit all, 'we know that ~ervo dg~s not want, ~ roes
he expec~ us _~.9 tal(e"h~sstory ~ all.~eriousness., An s9'al~
though pe plays, UPQll ,our credulous nature, he o~.eys
through~ut all undeircurrentf of humor, good wi I, arid
friendli~ess that adds ~reatl~ to ~is tal~. Lackin < .0 is
that peIisonal touch whIch P~e sgeff~ctively emPlyer to
win ourIcredence. Nervo is ~ut the story-teller", e 'has
not witlliessed ~he crime, ~r t'kell. part in it, nor fel. al the
pent upl hate 'of these slmpletfolk! Then too, Ne oj has
".~hese peb.sants seek revenge,.,:ot so much on theoc<juEfnt<!
.of the c~r; nor even on this p~rticular car, as; on 'the liIIJper
sonal, itinplaeable machine, symbol of the devastatin~ in
roads that material progress~ is inflicting in, the pr.;;t~eful
idyll of these' peasants a~d il,l V",e s,olitary, pensive ~,~.s~,~ence .
that Nervo aought on the sh~es of some "Wagnerla lilke"
~hat no frivoiou~ eyes h~'d, ~ve;,fcO.',ntemPlated !~O Aft r tliav'\f
lng not d how dIfferent y, In many respects, Nervo as at-, Vi

tacked Po~sque theme, we ~ay very, well wonde 'rhat ,
unt<Yld ties of. unspeakable;hqrror 'and of death, Po, vyould
con.coct, ,:er~. he livi~g in t~is [jage of speedin~ cars, ' c~ack"
traIns, aIlfoa,.d crossmgs, alrrlIanes and countless da ;trrdlY'

, inventi ns of' waT and of crinile! ", "
, ','~, . ,

10. Cf~ El hayo Encantado,. E.Uos, pp. ~129-13.7. '7 f '.
·Af,

, Ii "'--11 ~."-, Ii ... L

--+J
" ',~
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I THE AUTOMOBILE OF DEATH'

The country-folk were indignant, with that indignation
Ithat tramples everything underfoot, that no ,longer con-
I iders either the extent or the consequences of its actS. ..

In the morning\ at about ten o"clock, an enormous ma
hine, and a very powerful Qne-130 H. P.-was coming
long at' a mad speed over the main highway.

I A flock of geese, fat and shining white, were crossing
. ~t the time. The chauffeur did what he could to ,avoid

pein; but the fickle creatures-geese after all-instead of
scaping, banded together in the middle of the road. '

I ~here was no lon~e!" any possibility of stoppin~" the,
ptachlne. To-attempt It was to go al panac-he, that IS, to '
(leath. ' ~ ,
I _ The chauffeur took a sudden resolution and. passed over
th~ geese: 'J/. Ii\

I Slack ! Clack! . . f "

I A noise like that of bursting bladders, of spattering
trease, and a whirlwind of white, feathers. fI'

, '
Justice would demand that the machine come to a stop,

that it retrace its steps, and ,that the autpmobUist pay the
damages; five ~ead geese at twenty francs per, at least!
(. But the automobilist, who in his long sporting ca~eer,

,ad already seen ~imself involved in other reclamations, 1~

~eared the anger of ~the peasants, the difficulties with the
qwner, the bother at the Justice of the P~ace.. ~, and con
~inued at full speed~ at some.one hundred and imore per
~o~r, le~ving behind~a rivulet of feathers and 04 ,impotent·
IpdlgnatIon. \
I In the afternoon, as if that had not ~uffice4, another,

machine came into violent contact with' a placidl cow that
:qaid no heed to the horn as she engag.ed in \the quiet I ,

lJuddhism Qf- a ruminant.' i
: The anilmal didn't die; but remaine~ba't!Ityshaken up,

upside downllin the ditch.' I
I As the ~bw was with calf, the proprietor, api r fellow

Who owned *othing else in the world, was ~ive over to
...

\- _ i;

i
"\
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desperatioh, feelfng sure ¥hat thelterribleblowwoUld hive
fatal results. ': ,', II·, .~ . f:\

. At ni~htfaillthe state of min.~ of those wrellched pelll>le
,~ was truly lamenfrable. . . d! I • ~ • '

, The two ag!gressive machin; that had ruined t 'm - I

with such sUddep and such for ;dable.injustice, had ,:'s" "j
appeared like shadows. .~ ,

. When the o~ners of the geestand'of the cow react d·
the scene of the l.ragedy, the o.nl~..trace of the automob~.eij .
was a little dust land a smell of b~nzine. Impossible to-Ilee
either the numb~rs of their lice r es or where they', ca ! ' e .
from. They had committed the! wrong with scanda .: S

i . .

impunity, withQtlte crushing indi, erence of their one
dred and odd h~rses,' and had, isappeared~ immedia ly

, '. ; -, i' ,

,down the c;lusty, well-track~ roaq.~

.. "My best Ig~ese!" .groaned tie one, "mOFe thap • 0
,francs, bread for!.thre~ months,t li, .~: .
, . "My cow!" -jexc1aImed the otl.1 er. My beaUtIf.ul .'. w. .
that is worth 20l\l!" . ~ , :

herd~o:t:e:;:l:~::d[h;f~:±::~ fazr:s:n: :!t
wrath, that lat.er.~ecamea clamorJ~~ued fromthose ruf: e
and shaggy breasjts against the imlblaeable, haughty, brr, I
machine that moiws down lives a~d pulverize.s farms '~M: h
the indifference bf a Hindu 'Judernaut; that never ,t : s
pity, that the l~a~t it does is thro! it$~ dust in ~he face~, f
the' poor, of those who do not .pottessl for their peregrbi -'~
'tions ~ther than t;he elasticity of, t'h\~ir 'e~t or the gentleh~ s:
of theIr burro~ -1 ' i \ '. f l

Which of~tl1~ peasants suggested i\pe evil idea? Qhi ~ n ,

r sabe? But in t~....'. os~ ~.ertur.bed S.f..·. irits. it caug.ht fire~•.. , -,
st~ntaneously. ~. . 11 . ' i

That was it~ They must'seek vengeance! "The u'
mdbiles wouldsQOn return, and lhe first onEf to'1?as, :y
wo~ld receive th~ punishment. fhe tremendous PU1.i I. -

ment! .; ~ I! '. :
, ~ . 11,

~
l . t· i

,~' • I
~ , r '

(f j/I
~
jl I
11'\ .
•1
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Fr,om an e:p.closure they cut a long wire an stretched i

it across the road" tying it firmly to two trees, at a well- i
studied height. . _

, Then they took refuge in a shady grassy spot; a:nd
~ '., a

'I silent and fatal as destiny, their wrath already ubdl;1ed ill
~ the. face of the approaching, desired reprisal, t ey waited.

They didn't wait long.
Night had fallen and in the distant' bend f the road

iappeared, palpitating - and snorting, with its enormous
, J'

, I flaming eyes sweeping the shadows, a large auto obile full' '
~of laughter, of perfume, and of white, bl~3nd ed floating
veils. ~

On they came:: the chauffeur, four ladies;' retty and'
refined, and one of their husbands; a certain tit ed sports
man, only too well-known in Paris, Biarritz, a d Madrid.

The peasants, in hiding, held their breath. "
Suddenly, something unspeakable, ghastly, ook place. :,

I\. The wire, tense and rigid, lopped off, wit as much
ease as if it were cutting butter, first two heads, hen three. :
. The .chauffeur, because of his being forluit u~ly bent,
lover the wheel, was saved; and in the midst 'of th roar and
speed ~e didn't notll,·ce t,hose brief, strang,e nOises'fike some-,
~hing being rent apart, nor the silence that fo lowed the.
·~aughter.' '- ,

Oh! the automobile of decapitated people, t, e terrify:" :
~~

ing automobile: of death, with its five bodies th own back
~omewhat, and slowly pouring out theIr life's' blo d!
l:- \Oh! the hordble automobile of guillotin~ humans,
that went on through the night along the great highway! ,

Two heads had fallen within the car. The thers had
.!rolled off into the ~oad with their beautiful hats, ith their "
~rge streaming v~ils. Oll! the infaplOus Rutomo ile of th'e
morgue! The odious machine, inundated with ood, ' that
swept on' -at a mad pace over the great, white, tree-lined
~ibbon.... '.

I
'>\'

j

"

..J

j:
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. . An~what a nightmare when tle car reac~ the dni;I'
h~ntly-hghted garage full of people',I,and everyone saw, Ja

l
-at Jast, that! '.. .' ~ .l .Ii
. That ~omethmg mdescrIb:!1b~ei.that was the.re WI1ftllfl . ,

upon the rIch lea~her of the cUS~lO'S. . . . ," l'll-
", In the following tale, 'f.he Res+citator and 'the Rel~r

cit~ted,ll we se~~.to findfurthe~ prr,0f ?f theJ:nfluenc~rn, .
unIversal pop1,llatIty of Poe's Illetam"hysIcal tales, Mesm... '~,':
Rev~lation and Th,e Fac~.s in the' pase of' M. Valde r·f
When Ner.vomentions Poe as 'the rnventor qf'the life}-'r l

s~orin~ machine, ~e ~re immedirtely reminded of .It ~.

AmerICan's attem;pts to master def~h and solve th~ ~Y:J.'"
teries of af~er-~ife. We· ~ecall .Poe'j command over deat~ ~'
t~e t~l~ ~hICh '.'for physI~al dISgUS,' ; and f~uI horror ~a~ "P
hval In hterature."i& It IS rather, ; terestwg 10 note 1l]ha" •
as'in both of' Poe's tales, the patient'is subjeEted to the[w~lI : I

of the resuscitator, and to obser~e furthermore that· t' \ ..,j

Mesmeric Revelation and in the fo.lowing wOlrk of N~v~,
)Ve fip.d the :bnly instance of t:tte ~'e of dialogue by eit!t~
author. There I.~~, how-eve,r,'non~, of the profUIlllity,~!~ ,

,metaphysical discussion, aJld non~ ;f the- disgusting ~~r'
of, P?e's t,ales in this entertaining','congenial sketch_of1t~.e '>

MeXIcan author. ' ; . ~ { , 't l,~' '-1'

'\ j • " .
. ' ,t ~ '~\' r' i

THE RESUSCITATOR AND T~ RESUSCITATED ! I
of " i I I I

The Resuscitato.t: Do you feel;Qetter alreadY?tfD I
The Patient: Did you say bei+ter! , <> ' I

Resc.: ,. yes: because it moment ago you were comp~aif-

ing ab\>ut pains, about nausea. ".' ~. " '" .r. 'I

Patient: . I was dead, wasn't [? .' ~ 1
, Resc.:, Yes sir, absolutely dead. YQu had aSPhY1atr
yourself WIth gas. . J'" 'I

Patient: YJ,s, I know it.} ,.'" . "
11. Mis Filosofias, p. 16'!.-166. .[ . :" t9

, 12. See my article" The Song of Hotlands. i lnedited Tale Ascribed P e.
, 13. Woodberry, E gar Allan Poe, N. Y. ~,85 p. 25.. ,

I

. f

1 ,
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Resc.: How do you know?
I~ Patient: Because I committed suicide.

Resc.: (disappointed) I beg your .pardon, I hought it
had been an accident-fortuitous.
I 'Patient: (Impatient) I repeat that I com itted sui
cide. You could :&ave verified that before now. On that'
iconsole over there, there is a paper as big as Iif~. '
,; Resc.: (Seeing it) Why yes, there is; ,i

Patient: Read it. I

Resc.: (Reads) "Let no one be blamed for y death." I

,(turning to the patient) You must admit tha there is
nothing unusual about this, everybody ~rites he same
thing.
; Patient: (Disqainful) I wasn't trying to be riginal, t
,;wa~ed to kill my~elf that's all, and I. didn't :wa f anyone
.~ be bothered on Imy account. You ought to h ve made
~re- .

Resc.: I con~ess that I made a mistake a d I have
~lready asked your!pardon. I (withsJlignity) am a espected
resuscitator. I user in this country, through speci, I conces
~ion of its invento:rr, the American, Poe, the appa atus for

-'bringing dead baclcl to life ag~{in, that you see he e. (Indi-
_ cating the mechanfsm> But I only resuscitate t ose who

have succumbed involuntarily. It is not my p rpose to
tE!vive suicides, th~t would be g()ing contrary to heir ex
pressed wishes. wren they sent 10r me, they tol me that
you had been the VIctim of an ac¢ident: an open as jet, a
closed door; this h~ppens to' anybody. I picked u my ap
paratus which, as tou can easily! see, is most si pIe: two
cylinders, one empty and the otheJ.: full of oxy en, with
strong tubes of Indila rubber that are applied respe tively to
~he riQse and mouth of the dead man. Within the ylinders, ~
mind' you, there ane two embroIi; that ,should m intain a
rhythmic movement, like resperation.

.Patient: (Impatient) You may leave out t~e etails, I
am acquainted with I the system. '!

I

( I
,,~-

'c\ll

10

New Mexico Quarterly, Vol. 2 [1932], Iss. 1, Art. 7

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmq/vol2/iss1/7



· .)

..'
, .~

A ORITICA.L STUDY

.v;:..•.• . ~,

;
11

Englekirk, Jr.: A Critical Study of Two Tales by Amado Nervo

Published by UNM Digital Repository, 1932



164 ] The NEIW MEXICO QUARTERL
I

,I

"

r

f
"

I &
I

(--Resc.: Oh I-I am not an ex~cting creditor. You will
tpay me in time. If all my rq.oney were as secure as in this
case....

Patient: But I db not see such security.
Re'Sc. : Well, I do. '
Patient:, I dob't, because you must know tha this very, ,

night I am going tp commit suicide again.
Resc.: All rir-ht and ! will, resuscitate you again to-

morrow. I •• •

Patient: (Indignant) But that is an abus .
Resc.: I must collect my money. I repeat nce again

that I am an honorable resuscitator. Had I k own that
you were a suicide, I would not have resuscitate you; but

i since, through an error committed by those who called, me,
I

II came and operated my machine, taking an hour, f my time,
:it is but ~ightthat you pay me. I have a family.!-wife and
six children...:...:.one of them resuscitated. You no see what

\

,an upright man I am. I could have left him dea ; it would
. ,have been one mouth less. But, no sir, I resusc tated him.

t believep that it was my duty. But we were sa ing that if
you pay me you will be able to commit suicide gain tran
quilly. I am the sole concessionary in this coun ry for the
working of this invention, as I have ha,d the h nor to tell
you, and no one will ~ome and molest you '''Y. h another
resurrection. You will'sleep definitely in pea e. On the
other hand, if you continue owing me these 20 pesetas, I
shall see myself obliged to resuscitate you eve time you
commit suicide. Do you understand? I know hat what I
am saying is disagreeable" there's nothing mor distasteful
than a resurrection, but I can do nothing else 0 you see?'

Patient: (Underst~nding the difficulties 0 the situa
tion) Yes, now I understand-now I see. This very after-,
noon you will have your 200 pesetas. You m bring me
the receipt, I shah wait for it until six or seven. Don't for
get that in the evening 1 shall attempt to asphy iate-

Resc.: Agreed! I 'wilJ not make you wait ~t~ougbt
we would come to some agreement. .

'"

, I

I

, I

i '
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'I IA ! C RI Tic AL' ST u nty [65 f ,
'ri I I, . i

Kin'dred spirits 'are lIi'e~o and 'pi From N~O'8 III
manyt1references to Poe and his works, te may readily be- I P'
lieve ~hat the American exit.,.ited, a stronl:,'~Piritu,al iDfl,Uence -t Ii

. .\ on t~ .l~lexican atlthor. That sucn an; affinity exists be- i;
1,tween Poe's tales and many of Nervo's iis quite apparent. f i

~ut to say that a very definite and parti"ular influence may I
~., be proved in ,the above tales is beyon1',, the scope of this r' ,

, . article and the purpose of its author. \' . '1 Ii! ! ,,1,1

~ !

I; r

ij ,I!
il

.::::::,1
.. ~ ~ 1~

"Life'is real, life ,is earnestrfJ.r..",,~ "
Is a catch-word ,,;•, i'
Among us "youngsters,'"
A joke ••• hilariously haile .
To us life is just. . i;
A silly toy, laughed at, i'
Tinkered with. (We are'culious',
As ,to what makes it tick.) ij
But sometimes, ,. r-
In my gloomier moments ij
~. ' ·5

(After having thrust ~

Ap exp~riment~l forefinge:~
Into thiS amusmg mechamS~

'. Called 'Life, ilnd ~ I

-Having it. severely burned ,
I ;on~er . . . ..1
Can we, the youth,
Th~ hOpe, of the world
Be Wrong? -#
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