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NEW STEEL BEARING WALL* OFFERS THE MANY

ADVANTAGES OF CURTAINWALL PREFABRICATION

' patent applied for

/ .

An ingenious new PAC/WALL concept
\ I ' integrates steel open web joist with

.' ,i{\\ i<;::'., panels and fenestration to provide a

~#!.IJ-.t.rl--.-#-,'!!;!"N ~~"7'~~-". . ~_.. ',-" ~". _..•_ _ finished interior/exterior,
:y{~ _./. _~v! // .... prefabricated wall unit for one-

. ..'-7'0" 7 ••· · - ".,.,-._ _ and two-story buildings.

Advantages include:
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communications

D ea r Sir:
Y O/II" O cto be r , / 959 . issue of Thc New

Mexi co Arc h itect, carries an a rticle e n t i t le d,
" W ho W ill Plan You r T o wn! " Th is is a re
p o rt b)' M a x Fl a toto w hich is g ross l)' unfair to
at least one pa rt ici pan t in th e C ouern o r's co n
feren ce on Urban Plann in g, h eld in Sa nta Fe ,
Sep tember J, / 959. H is art icl e implics th at
th e planlling "conce rns" at.t en din g th is m eet 
in g werc m ain l)' in te res te d in selli ng I)h onl')'
" cure-a ll " schemes to ioell-m caning, but g u lli
b le citizens.

Fo r )'o ur in iovma tion . one of th osc attend
ill,f!, th is m eeting was M r. E ldridge L ouelacc , a
pa rtn e r of th e [irm of Ha rland B a rth olom ew
and A sso cia tes, o ne of th e most d istingu ished
cit)' p lann in g [irm s ill th e U n ited States. l n
ad dition to being ci t)' planne rs fo r some of th e
la rgest and most im porta n t projects ill th is
co u n t ry, such as Bal Harbor, Fl o-rida , th e n ew
tOWII of Kahului , Ha waii , th e rebuilding of
M idway Isla nd, a n d th e m ast er p la n for th e
Cit )' of Wash ingt on , D .C ., th c)' lutuc made d is
tingu ishcd pia ns for sma II co m m un i tics such
as th e res to ration of Colon ial W illiamsbu rg,
Va ., and a com prc ltcnsiuc p lan for th e Ci t)' o f
San ta Fe , N ew M e x ico . Th e w ri ter was Chair.
man of th e Cit )' Pla n n ing Commission at the
tim e th e latt e r p lan was m ade and ca n test i fy
to th e in te ll igence , in tegri t), and sc nsit iu it v
with w hich it wa s d eveloped .

I liop« yo u will publish th is letter in order
to co u n te ract th e ina ccura te re po rt in q ues
t ion , T h ere arc ma ny City Plan n ing firm s in
th e U n i te d Sta tes to w h om th e ci t ize ns o f N ew
M ex ico ca n safely go for advice.

Sin ce rel y ,
J ohn G. M ee m

A t least someone read it !
Apolog ies to J oh n .

T h e Santa Fe Plan wa s one of th ei r bet ter
/ 9 -17 ed i t ions. 19-17 to / 960-tim e fo r Santa
Fe to buy m o re plann in g. "Sell a plall-walli
away sch emes" may furnish th e ali b i w e n eed
for sh u n n ing Ollr plann ing resp on sib il it y , but
w hat abou t our towns? Even wit h o u r h eads
in th e sa n d we know som et hing is terribly
wrong . H av e w e com p le tely surrendered o u r
en viro n men t to th e t ra f fi c eng ineer, th e p o lit i
cia n , th e sta tistician , th e rea l es ta te tycoo n ,
and th e co m mercia l a rt ist? Perhaps thru so me
w eird psych olog ical b lock , we ca n not see th e
n eed for cont in uous application of d esign
p rin ciples to o u r e nviro n men ta l problems and
that o urs is th e only profession w i th an y train
ing fo r th is . Ma y be we are ju st sca re d , W e
h av e su rren d ered- you be th e judge.

M ax Flotow

NAtA , December '59

DODGE ~~
floors

fo r Beauty , Comfort and Sty le

A un ique t),p c fl oo r covering co m b ining the
ad va n tages of both co rk and vinyl. Corlt
ba se and v in), l toll arc th e rm o-welded to
get h e r to form a h om ogeneous unit, It 's
qu iet, to ugh. co mfo rta b le to uialk Oil, and
cas)' to liel:I) clean w i th ordinar), da mp m ol)
p in g a n d buf f in g .

dodge SG Cork Tile
A specia l [actov» applicat ion of a blend of
WIIXI:S and resins fu sed in to th e co rk unde r
h eat and pr essu re , enrich ing th e beau ty of
natu ral co rk with a su per g loss fi nish . This
new uia tc r-rc pclle n t fi nish is eas), to m ain
ta in and k eeps it s beaut)' f o r a liictim c.

dodge Standard Cork Tile
M an u[act u red on ly fro m selected co rk oak
ba rk, and ba k ed a t low tcnt pc ra t n rcs to in
sure th e h ighest d eg ree of resi liency and
du rab ilit », T ightl)' co m p resse d surjace re
sis ts penetrat ion of d i rt and sta ins, st ays
sm oo th a n d bea uti j u l with occasio na l wax·
ing.

Distributed by

PHONE DIAMOND 4·3437
312 INDUSTRIAL NE P. O. BOX 1098

ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO



SOUTHWEST
BUILDING BLOCK

• Standard

• Sp lit-b lock

• Shadowa l

• Ornamental

Qu a lity con tro lled ... produced

to A.S.T.M. specifications

shale and pumice units

Farm ing to n, New Mexico
noles news from Ih pre Idenl

(;

GORDON w.
LAURSEN S SON

REPRESENTING

Albert Sechrist Mfg. Co.
Fluo resce nt lighting , Custom
l ight ing Fixtures

Emerson-Pryne Co.
Exhaust Fans, Range Hood s,
Ce iling Heaters, Rece ssed
li ght ing

Rittenhouse
Chime s an d Inte rco m
Syste ms

Sierra Electric Corporation
Sie rrap le x Wiring De vice s,
the Wo rld 's Most Complete
l ine of Wall Plates

Smoot-Holman Co.
Comme rcia l & Industrial
lighting Fixture s

Tele-Jac Co.
The Ho me That Is Not Wired
Fo r TV Is Only Ha lf Wired

1116 Dartmouth Dr., N. E.
Albuquerque , N. M.
Dial AL 6-7322
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I had a thought that following t he Regi on al
Con fe rence t hi ngs wou ld level off and t hat
one m ig ht relax to some ex te n t p r ior to get
t ing hack to t he practice of Archi tecture.
Such is not the case, 1I0t t hat r am not back
a t th e practice of Architecture, hut ecr tuin ly
things have not lev eled of f and there has hcen
no t im e 1'01' relaxation . -:\ Iany it em s of g-rea t
interest have come to mv attention that in 
vol ves OUI' Xe w Mexico Chapter which would
he too volumin ous to discuss in this colum n.
'I'hoy will be brought to th e att ention of th e
membership at the next cha p te r meeting.

Aet ivit ies such as this indicates, at least
to me, a \"C I '~' hcalthv condit ion of ou r cha pt er .
Certu in ly the puhlie is beco mi ng m ilch more
aware of th c imp ortance of the profcssiou .
through t he New -:\ [exi co Cha p ter of t he In
sti tu te , as it s pert a ins to serv ices rendered in
respec t ive co nunu n it v affa irs, coo per at ion in
movem en t in ot her onra u izat ional mat te rs as
well as the State and sub-divisions thereof.
It is goratifyingo to me that such dependen ce
has com e to our group through the work of
th e cha p te r .

p,~- the time this issue of the New -:\[rxieo
\ rch it ect r eaches vour desk, T will have r e

tu rn ed from mv trin to W as h ington . A s pre
viously stat ed, 1 will be meeting- with the Xa
t iona l Comm it tee on Chapter Affairs r cn re
senti nrr the W r ster n Xlountain Rezion . T h is
wi ll be my f irst appea rance on a na ti on al level
anrl therefore look fo rwa rd to it wi th creat
anti cipation. -:\[." report on Chapter Affa irs to
th e Na t ion al Groun w ill , T hope, in d icate that
at least OUI' State is al pl,t and that manv goood
thinsrs are cominz 0111' wav. No doubt T will
ha n' it lIooel r eport to make to th is cha p te r ,
as well as ot he rs ill the r egion, UpOIl my r e
turn , of th e ha p pen ings at this confer ence.

W. M iles B ritt elle , Sr. President
New M exico Chapter, A .l.A .
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HOllOW
STRUCTURAL
TILE

SCR and HOLLOW
BRICK

Distr ibutor for Keuffel & Esser

BLUE PRINTS • BLACK & WHITE
PRINTS · PHOTO COPIES · CAM
ERA REPRODUCTIONS • MULTI
LITH PRINTING

P, O. Box 86
Ph, CHapel 2-0246
Office at Brick & Tile Works
S Miles Sou th on Second Street

Albuquerque, New Mexico

KINNEY BRICK
COMPANY, INC.

samples & literature
on request

BLUfPRlnT COmPAny

A . S. KIRKPATRICK, JR., MGR.
514 FOURTH ST., N.W. Ph. CH 3-35 2 1

PAUL E. HEGGEM, MGR.
6 13 SAN MATEO. N.E. Ph. Al 5-8753

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

COMMON
BRICK

FACE
BRICK

Alboqo.-rqo ,', Old.." Blur Print Compa,,)' - Sin" / 928

d istributors for

acme
BRICK COMPANY
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Offices- The offiee of 'I'ruma n .1. ) [at IIPws has
mov ed into new quart ers at 11!l Casti llo
Street, Santa F'e.

Architectural Film- Th e Am erican Institute of
Architect s has released a 1:3V:! minut e, 16 IlUIl.

vocational f ilm t o interest young peopl e in
taking up architeeture as a profession. En 
titled " Des ign ing a Better Tomorrow. " th e
semi-animated so und and eolor film expla ins
t he atti tudes, inte rests and ed ucat ionu l prepa
rat ion des ir ahl e f'o i: t he st udy of a rchitt-ct 111'1'

as a care er. I t discus os th e elements and
meaning of architectural design and th e na
t u re of architectural schooling' . 'I'he film in
cludes animated drawing's a nd student work
f rom several schools of architecture with a

cOlllillI/NI-/l(/ge / 6 news

At till' Eig-hth R eg ional Con fc re ueo of till'
W rst pl'ni'lIonntain District of th e A.LA .
whi ch was lIPId Oct ober throu g-h 10 in .\ 1
buquerque, W. )[ i I e s Ilritt ell c. S r.,
President of the Xew Mexi co Cha pte r , wel
comed H owa rd Brandis, Presid ent of the
Reno, Nevada Cha p te r . (ahovc ) . •John Gaw
) Ierlll, F'.A.LA., visiting wit h th e wcl l-kuown
potter, )[al'ia Ma rt in ez of San l lrlcfonso.
Maria )Iartinc7- was th e r ecipien t of th e
A.I.A . Gold ) Iedal Award for her work in
pott ery at the National A.I.A. Convent ion
wh ich was held in Boston in 195'+ . ( below ) .

NMA, December '59



MANUFACTURERS OF

Asphalt Roofing

WHICH MEET FEDERAL AND

ASTM SPECIFICATIONS

Now featur ing the new
locking tab shingle with the

" b rea k - 'n - half" feature

ROOFING PRODUCTS, INC,

1621 Williams 51. SE - CH 3-5619
Albuquerque , New Mexico

notes on r adlngs

Wester n Architect and Enginee r,
6 Post Street , San F'ranciseo 4, Calif.; 50 c a
copy ; ;·· :~ . OO a year; 3 years :;;5 .00.

DESERT CERAmiC
CORPORATIOn

from

P H O N E CH A~ I: L 3 -87 42

POST O,.,. .CE: BOX 40 8 6

A LB U Q U E:R Q U E , NEW MEXICO

BETTER

Weatherstrips

Caulking

Installation

Service

Cooperation
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During th e first decade of this century,
Ihere were severa l regional and nat ional arch
it ectural publications which actively encou r
aged and supported th e ear ly progressive
movem ents in Am erican architecture, The
1II0st consiste nt and loyal of these wa: th e
\I'estern Architect , published in ~I in neapolis.
I n its pages one cou ld find illustrated th e
buildings and city plan. of L ouis Sullivan,
Cha rle s and H enry Green e, Frank Lloyd
Wright , Walter Burley Griffin, Purcell and
Elmslie and many othe rs . Even during th e
eclec t ic years of the ]920 's , this magazine
con t in ued to p ubl ish th e few scattered ex
amples of mode r n architect ure which were
th en being built in th e Un ite d States. 1'0
thumb through the pages of this ma gazine is
to recreate th e eme r ge nce of mod ern architec
ture in America ,

Like many othe r publications theWesterll
Archit ect cease d publication in th e ear l."
] 9:10's at th e beginning of the depression. Th e
title of this ea r ly magazine ha s in part
eme rged again in th e 1Festern A rchitecf alid
Engin e(w, published in San F'rauciseo by Me
Graw-Hil l Com pa ny of Califor n ia. Not includ
ing several publications sponsored h." local
chap te rs of the A.LA . th ere are now at least
f'our magazines whi ch concern th emselv es
with the a rchit ectural act ivit ies of t he west
ern I nited Stal es: in addition to the periodi
ca l unde r discuss ion t hese incl ud e t he well
known Arts and Archit ecture, the Pacific
Archit ect and Builder, and the popular Sun 
set magazine. There are al. 0 several of th e
nat ional mazazines suc h as th e Archit ect ural
Record whi ch eonsistc n tl v present the work
of the West Coast architects. Even if one
takes inlo account the tremendous number of
hu ildincs being" cons t ructed on the Coas t .
t here is hound t o he much material W11 ich will
he r ep eated in th ese magazines. As on e would

continued-spnge /6 readings



r port from the unlv rslty
G ENE F. BARNETT. Mgr.

Fcr m arlv Rio Grande Blueprin t Co.

BONDED

INSURED

Dun r. Sch legel
A ssoc. Projessor uf A rchitccture

University uf N etu M exico

• BLUE PRINTS • WHITE PRINTS
• PHOTOCOPIES • ARCHITECTS &

• ENGINEERING SUPPLIES

TWO LOCATIONS
Brance No . 1 Branch No .2

4 12 4th , NW 128 Q uincy , NE
DIAL DIAL

CH 7-9565 A L 5-8606

New, space-saving gas systems make the installa
tion of both residen tial and commercial year 
round air conditioning simp le and quick.

Gas hea ting and cooling can be provided from a
single unit - or, new gas add-on units may be
attached to existing centra l heat ing systems to
furnis h twelve month s of comfort.

".'

For compl ete details on
all the adva ntages and
economy of gas air condi
tioning, call or write

Pick-Up
and
De live ry

~
SOUTHERN UNION

GAS COMPANY
COtllitlllcd-/!tlW' / 8 university

Architecture is seen In' mean s of a ser ies of
single frame images, Tire size of th e image
is controlled by th e visual cone (approximate
I~' 45 ° ) and the depth of fie ld, As a viewer
t ra verses aro und and through a bui lding, the
various single images, through 11 panning ac
tion , arc un consciously recorded, This visual
expe r ience might occur within several min 
ut es as it docs when one looks at a house
which he is in terest ed in buying, 0 1' it could
occur over a long period of tim e as it dol'S
when th e inter est in a building is not visu al.

This element of image phenom enon and
tim e req uires th e viewer to recall and reor
gan ize the images into a sequent ial series in
orde r to compre hend the plan an d elevations,
Th e fa ct th at the viewer can put the images
toget her docs not guarantee a favorab le re
action toward th e building, for his f'amiliaritv
with th e image tempers his reaction,

I believe we can incorporate th ese observa
tions into an architectural hypothesis: th e
reaction to architecture, be it g-ood 0 1' bad, is
based on th e viewers underst and inl! II nd
familiarity of the building in fun ction, plan,
construction and form ,

Unfo rtunately, the above sta temen t is not
as simple as it sounds for t he degT('(' of 1111

de rstand ing varies wit h th e individual and
with th e standard th e architect wishes to es
tablish, 'I'herefore, one cannot accept Tolst oy 's
belief that" Architecture must speak a Ian
uage which all can understand, " but must
cons ider Arthur Koestl er- 's st at ement , "~at

ural taste like natural intelligence roquires a
laborious ed ucat ion ,"

This onlv establishes a base for valid cr it i
cism, It d~es not mean that eWIT t ime one
sees a bu ilding with which one is 'unfamilial'
or un able to comprehend, that th e reacti on
will be negative, On th e cont rary, one may
still react favorably to th e architecture
through a pre-conditioned resp onse 01' a
sculptural frame of reference,

To react arehitecturallv a coherence of all
th e parts to th e whole with a clear expression
of each is essent ia l, and this is th e respon: ibil 
ity of th e architect. W r ight refers t o thi s as
" Organ ic, ' ,

NMA. Decem ber '59



prol ct and buildings

M cHugh ami Hook er , Bradlt,y 1'. K id der ,
A ssociat ed, A rchit ect s
Sa n tu Fe Uperu Shed, San ta Fe. All i llge llio us
movable roof has bee II design ed 10 be added
10 t h e existing Santa Fe O pera Sh ed . The
arcompanying drall 'i lll{ sh ours the proposed
1II00'aMe roof ill its ope n position,

10

Fru II It M . St andltardt am!
A ssoriaI es
M ennerk « Ranch, l nr .. R osuiell , A ret irr m rnt
home for the S)'lIod of Nru: Xl ex ir o U nite d
Prrsbvterian Ch urch of th e Un ited Slat es of
A m r riro: Th e project u-ill co n ta in tJTIiT f ifl),
individual cot tages, of u-h ir h 12 wi ll he ro ll
st ruri rd initialtv, I II addition thr re w ill I",
apartmen:s. nursing homr, sllOl'llill g center,
a rr rrrn t ionul st ru rt urr and other 1111 i ld i II g .1,

George R . Grm·es, A rcliit ect , Broad alld
Nelson, Aich itrcts (of Dallas)
Broad more B uilding H obbs , T h is 10 st orv
building of irh ich 5 stories are 10 be buil t at
present , trill be of reinlorcrd concrete uiith
I Ill' II/(/ SO Ill )" br i III{ fared uith brick, I lit '
spa ndrels of m arble , Since the bu ilding is
lora led ill a shop p in g; ce ll /a thr gro und floo r
uill be used for retail shops while th e IlIJ/ler
floors u-i ll be devot ed 10 ojtires . lt itls fo r this
rs t imat rd 1.000 .000 Insild ing u-ill he lei
arou lld February I . 1960. am! it is conte nt
plated thnt it will be comp leted ill janua ry
196/ .
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tt rit tell e, Chill er ali(I A ssocia I1' .1 ,

A rch it ccts 11/1/1 Engineers
Ci tade l for I h e Salva ti on A rill)', A lb uq li n '! II I' .

This p roj ect ed single st orv b ui id ing u-ill br
locat ed ill d OIl '1l1 01l '11 A lb uq II nqll/', 11 11(1 uill
se rue both adult II Il/I )'o llih 11 1'1'/1.1 . Stmre uril l
be /ll'OlIided fo r 1/11 assem bly room u-liirli
will scat m . 200 people , a gil II/(' 1'00111 fo r
)'Ollllg /" '0/ /11".1 acti v ities, ki tchen, m eet ing
roo ms and offices. Con struct ion u-i ll be of
bl ock ui i t h II bar-joi st fi re [rroo] 1'00f .

1I'0lglllll00d, M illington ali(I Associat es Co.
A rchit ects
H ermosa Jr . High School, Farmington , This
building will contain 12 class roo tns , II library,
scie nce 1'00111.1, home ecoll olll in drpnrtmrn) ,
mu sic department, sho p, ali(I II ro tu bin rd
g)' 111 alld coie tcria . Th e school u-ill be /'(' 1111),
for occ upancy in january 1960 ,

NMA, December '59

re~Honal and c o m m n n i t),
plannin2

Th e most urgent problem confront ing th e
archit ect UI'I1! profession today is that of plan
ning on a national, regional and community
hasis, and espec ially th e role whi ch th e archi
tect should be playing in th ese various rede
velopmeut prog-rams. With a few notable ex
eppt ions , architects as individuals or as mem-
hers of a professional organization have dis- 11
played a remarkable lack of interest in large
scal e pluuniujr or when th ey have found th em
selv es inv olved in programs of this type, th ey
haw; gene rallv been out voted OJ' out-maneuv-
Pl'pd by oth er interests. especially th ose of th e
hizhwav and traffic eng-inee rs. This lack of
cou n-olled planning was th e subj ect of a re-
cen t cha rac te r ist ica lly sea rching art iele bv
Lewis Mumford in th e Novemb er 14th issue
of 'I'h e N ell' York er magazine. It was also th e
subject of a four day fall meeting of the
Board of Directors of th e American Institute
of Archit ects which was held in early Novem-
ber in Portland, Oregon, Th e AlA 'Boal'd of
Dirr-ctors at its Portland. Oregon , meeting,
issu ed th e following statement :

'I'he ..Vmori can Institute of Architects call s
upon it s local chapters and individual mem
hers to take th e lead in improving our cit ies
hv advancing a coord ina ted approach to
nlauning fo: commu nity building and r e
building.

Our first priority in this corning decade
must hI' to mak e our commnnities more l ive
able, ef'f'icien t and heaut.iful, By 1975 our
total population 'rill increas e to around 22;J'
million peopl e, 70 percent of whom will live
in cities and suburbs. I nl ess th c habitation
for this vast population expa ns ion is properlv
designed and built, our cit ies and suburbs
will eont inue to generate sh uns and traffic
congest inn.

cont in ue d.c.page 16 planning



A GLiMP E INTO THE PA T - Th Mis Ion rch at R cho D Tao

P robab ly th e M ission Ch urch of St . Fran cis of A ssisi at Ranch os de
T aos is the most photogra p he d ch urch in N ew M ex ico>if not in th e whole
of th e U nite d Sta tes . The d ram at ic play of sun and sha dow over th e sur·
faces and planes of th e apse p resent an ever changing su bjec t fo r th e photog
rap her. Th e si m p lic i ty of th e cu bed ma sses of th e building and th e basic
i rreg u la rity of th e adobe walls ha ve co n tin uallv appealed to architect s eue n
of diam etrically op posed points of view. I n its plan, i ts spa tial and scu lp 
t u ral qualit ies and i ll its deta ils th is b ui lding is a perfect i ll us tration of
fo lk t radit ion i ll arch it ectu re. It s use of ma te ria ls d rew its ins piration fro m
th e earlier arch it ectu re of th e Pu eb lo people; th e plan is oboious lv a pro
v incial adaptat ion of th e Ba roqu e of M ex ico: w hile m any of th e wood de
ta ils of th e cliurch derive f rom th e G reek and Queell A nne R ev ivals of th e
lat er n in et eenth cen tury,

Th e ch u rch was originally bu ilt i ll the early )'ears of th e l Sth cen tury,
b ut its p resent plan dates from th e rebuild ing of li72. A s with many adob e
buildin gs of N ew M ex ico> th e ch u rch has developed and evolve d through
changes and additions liP to th e p resent time. Man y of th e [caturcs suc h
as th e hipped roof of th e to wers, th e win d ow above th e en trance door, th e
en trance it self and a number of interior details are all outgrouith of th e lat e
19th cen tu ry territorial st yl e.

Credit: Th e plan and photographs of this b uilding were made availab le
fo r publication through th e k ind ness of [olin Gato M eem and th e American
H istoric Buildin g Surv ey of th e Nat ion al Park Serv ice. Th e dra win gs and
photographs were produced in 1931, by J ohn J . Th ompson an d R.. B. M e
Comas un der th e d irect ion of M r. M cem an d A. L eicest e r H yde.
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. ~c. ASBURY METHODIST CHU CH MASTER PLAN •

Flatow, Moore, Bryan and Fairburn , Architects a nd Planners

11.I1l/1I)' M rth odist Church, A lb uq IIrr qll e. 1956.
This rh u rrh was plann ed fo r a sm all growing co ngregatio n trho des ire d 10 l)t'gi ll u-ith a sallci llar)'
(/1/(1 /11('111111I11)' to add other un its as Ihe)' wae II ceded . A mast er IlI(/1I was IlrelJtlred showing till '
rurnt un l deoelop m nt of the ent ire site . Fut ure plans call for fill rduration build ing , a [ellouiship
hall (/ml a chapel. T he .H/I/Ctl/(II)' is Iriallglliar ill [orm ami is composed of laminated wood arches
u-hich su pport a Ill'O inch IOllglle ami groOt'e deck which is rouerrd Il)' aillmillllm rooting. Small
busement-type sash ll'il/(Iows ami a eorrllgalt'd plastic skylight along till' ridg« provide the major
liglu sources . The stucco altar rnd-u-all is pierced b), small colored glass panels,

14



Ferguson, Stevens, Mallory and Pearl, Architects and Engineers
SI. .1It/rk., 011 th r ,I1,·.\t/ F.I,i .'roIJtll Cliurch, Albuquerque, 1953
Alt lrough fllll/l"III "IIIt/II)' difft'r"lIt ill rltarart er [rom the existing Parish
H Oll.\". the St/IICt 1/(11)', elm /"'1 t/II/I s"colldt/I)' roOlll.l ,,'ere designed to
l' i.l/lall )' hnrmonizr u-it h t ltr older Iiuilding. This ,,'as uccom plished b),
the II .\( ' of broad unbroken l/'"II surjares ami sim ple bold detailing ill
iru od, Th rr« t'!"IIIl'lItS ar,. n/"'ciall)' distinguished ill' this church . TIl e
sit« [rlan itsrl] is .' )'III/ )(/t! I(·tim ll )' handled with a wide brick ira lk
.I"lJtlrtltillg the ires ! "lid of t lu : church [rom t h r [nirking lot, all ell'
closed l;a7'(I('/1 Oil thr north side alld a iralled tt'rl'tlc e all the east
sidr, Withill the sput ial relat ion ships are .I IIbtl)' handled, espc cia liy
ill th e a/He an't/ of the sanrt uary and adjacent chnpel, Fi lla II)'. the
si III lilt' tro ot! detailing. u-it h brief accents of co lor contrasts with the
larg« arras 01 sl urrord tra lls and hell's to introduce alld accentuate
the //I/11/(/II .IClI I l' of the b uilding.
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readings-col/ti l/ lwd [rom Imgt: 6

expect th e designs of su ch. wcll-extuhlish cd
figures as Hichill'd Xeut ra . Cr a ig Ellwood,
and Smith and Williams, to name only a few ,
appear frequently on th e pages of th ese arch
it ectural magazines. Ev en th e winning ent r ies
of the annual" West ern lJome Awards" are
printed in several periodicals besides S uusct
which along with th e W est ern Division of
AJ .A. sponsors t he con test.

Com pare d with th e, e ot he r western puhli 
ca t ions, th e Ir esl cr/l A rch itect and En!l illccr
would seem to present both a broader and nar
rower piet ure of t h« west ern a rehitect urul
scene . Its more general cove rage is a PIJ:II'pnt.
in th e wirlr-r gpogl'aphic distribution of works
il lustrated in its IlIlgCS, as well as in t he more
varied p roscntut ion of west ern buildirur nct ivi
t il'S. A lthouzh it may ha w a tendencv to
orient itself toward tlu- Bav Area of Calif01'·
nia . it still presents a well balanced furr- of
huildinrrs 1'1'011I suc h wid ely se pa ra te d areas
as Portland, Oregon : S paHIe, Washinirt on :
and Albuquerq ue, Xew )[pxi co.

As to th e ove ra ll plan and gen eral format of
this magazine it is ta st efully designed , but in
no sense exciti ng 01' ex pe r ime nt al. In this ro
gard it do es not C0Il1 I11I1'e favorably with the
older more stylishl~· 1I10dpI'n Arts and Arclii
iectu re, nor has it yet acquired the breadth
of this lat ter lI1agazinp whi ch publish es an
excellen t music colu mn written bv Pe ter

1 6 Yates and an pqua lly good a rt secti onhv Dorr
Ashton . As with most present day Iliagazinps
th e lV eslerll .. ircliitec! IIlId Ell gincer p r ima r
ily presents CI1ITrnt nre hitcct ural works, al ·
though it has provid ed th e read er with a Iew
cr it ica l and hist orical arti cles such as th e
preseutut ion of th e historieallv s ijrn if'iea nt
F'irsf Clu-ist ian S ci r-neo Church in Ikrkpl('.\'
by Bernard Muyh eek , aur] with a fr-w !!pneral
word an d pi etu ro r ssay s SI1<'h as " Thp \ Vpst in
Architpe!ul'r," (September. HJ;j9 ) writ ten lrv
V. K. Thompson. (t hp ed ito r ial di rect or of th e
magazine ) and illustrn t r-d with th e ph ot o
gl'aphs of Ansel Adam s. As with ma ny of ou r
cu r re n t arch it ect ural ma gazines II'esterll
Archit ect al/(I E n[/ illN'I' has thus fa r a \'o idpd
critical eo111 111 pn ts COileI'm in g th e hui ld iIIg-S
illnstratl'd in its pag-r s.

In th e end it must be ad mit ted tha t this IIl'W
magazinl' ca nuot bp pom pa I'pd wi th if.; (wpde·
cessor t he W esl ern Arrhifcet , for " mode r n "
is n ow t he acceptl'd 1101'11\ for a l'ch it eelurc and
therl' is no prl'ssillg nppd for a cl'lisadin/.!
policy on th e part of allY pllhlication. reg-i onal
or nationla. Th l' Yalidity of this publication .
as well a,,> ot he r archi t l'ctllral mag-azin ps, will
ul timatel." dp(lPlld on th l' cr it ica l d epth a ll()
quality of its sl' lect ion . It is impo:siblp at th is
time to det el'mine wh ethcr this magazin p will
come up to th l' t l'ad it ion of hi gh qual ity of its
pred ecessor. On e ce r ta in ly hopes tha t it. dol'S.

David Gebhard

NMA. December '59

some recent books of interest:

II enrsj-Russell II itch cock, Architecture Nine
teenth and Twenti eth Centuries, Penguin Books ,
British Book Cent er, Neu: York, 1958. $12,50 .
(a virtual encijclopedia of European and Ameri
ell/I architecture of th ese years.)

Grallt Carpen ter Malison , Frank Lloyd Wright
to 1910, Reinhold Pub lishing Cor ps. N ew York,
1958. $10.00 . (a study of Frank Lloyd Wright's
early Prairie years. Its maior limitation is that it
fails to relat e Wright to his contemporary uiorld. )

planning-collti ll lll'tl from {mge II

The t raff ic problem cannot be solved by
0111' present highway programs. On th e con
t rary, highway eonst.ruct ion without proper
com m u n ity planning is disrupting and dis
f'imu-i IIg OUI' com m un iti es. I n San F'raneiseo,
Bost on , and other cities irreparable damage
ha...; already been done by ex pe r t highway en
g inee r ing without regard to city planning. In
th e National Ca p ita l the sincle minded high
way enginee r ing conce pt deliberately rele
gat es to second class status the proposed eul
t ural ce n te r, the beloved Lincoln Memor-ial,
th e charms 01' th e Potomac River, th e parks,
and other works 01' historic signif'icanec.

Th c decay of our cit ies is overtaking oIll'

limited on -again. off-again r en ewal ef for t s.
Our nat ional pride, the con t in ua t ion of our
high standard of living and ou r leadership of
t he free world d emand sou nd and cont in u in g
re de ve lopme n t programs based on prop er
plann ing' and design,

W e must s to p t he pollution of land , water
and air. W e need greater em p hasis on beauty
in our environ me nt , Effective means mu st he
f'ouud to cont r ol city and highway blight,
hi llhoards , overhead wires, and other disr up
t i \ ' C outdoor advertising.

In many ci t ies - Kansas City. Detroit,
Na shvil le, Mernphis, Indianapolis, and Toledo
am ong others - architect s have already given
effect ive leadership in red esigning th eir COIII

munities, Architect s else whe re must foll ow
th l'se exam p les b~' acti \'Cly con t r ib llt ing to th e
impro\' em en t of our l'n yir on me n t and b~' ral 
ly ing' the slIpport of the public and ou r locnl .
,.;t a te and fed l'rnl gDye r nme nts.

news - colll illlled fl"OlII Ilnge 7

nllmbel' of color photographs of distingllished
buildings.

Primarily int ended for student" in high
schoo ls , th e film is also cons ide re d sllitable
1'0 1' adult audien ces such as PTA, ciyic. se r 
"i cc, and bn sine, s g ro u ps. " De sig il in g a Brt 
tel' T omorrow " can be rented for , '5.00 per
howing from th e Libral~', Th e American In

stitute of Architects , 1735 Xew York .then Ill',

~ .W . , Washington 6, D. C.



-- Serving the Architects & Builders
in Southeastern New Mexico
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FENESTRA BUILDING PRODUCTS

BARBER-COLMAN CO.

STRAITS MANUFACTURING CO.

APCO

SLiDEVIEW DOOR & WINDOW CO.

RICHMOND FIREPROOF DOOR CO.

Builders BLOCI{ and STONE Co." Inc.
P. o. BOX 792 • PH 0 N E M A i n 2 - 1 3 2 1

-------ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO------

MANUFACTURERS OF CINCRETE AND PUMICE BLOCKS
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Door signs of enduring, beautiful bakelite with
pr ecision engraved leg ends are a distinguished
product of our plastics plant.

JAY GREAR.IN~

In All Public Buildings Each
Room Needs Identification Th e problems presented to th e architect

t hen, are how to "Hl'Y th e parts to add interest
with out destroying th e unity and how to
raise th e st andards of architec ture, kn owin g
tha t by changing' familiar patterns, both "i s
ual and sociological , tha t only a minimum
audi cnce will respo nd ?

Th e limits of architectural expression are
now clear. At one ext reme wher e a great num 
ber of progressive ideas and complexity of
th e parts occur , th e arc hitec t reduces his aud i
ence to a point where only other architects
with th e sam e f rame of r eference are able to
undcrstaud the image. At th e other ext reme
where exist ing, well-established ideas are used
ill a recognizable for m, th e architect increases
his audience to the grea test number du e to
familiar and repetitive ima ges.

Now th e problem becomes more complex, for
th e visual image is involved with th e moral
and sociological attitude of th e architect , In
th e f irs t instance he is establishing a new
way of life, In th e second instance he is in
terpreting th e exist ing way of li fe, Very sel
dom is his approach th is absolute and most
a.rchit ects practi ce somewhere within th ese
ext re mes,

It, t herefore , becomes appa ren t that th e
fun cti on of th e 1 niv ersity is to mak e th e
student aware of hi s moral and sociological
responsibilities to society, as well as th e "is
ual asp ects of architecture.

university -scon ti n ued from jJage 9
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